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PREPACE. 


The  history  of  the  Endowed  Schools  and  Stftfcistics  of  Charities 
of  the  county  of  Sta£ford  is  a  new  task,  carried  out  not  only 
viih  the  hope  of  doing  good  within  its  bounds;  but  also  with 
a  view  to  opening  up  a  way  for  residents  in  the  other  coimties 
of  England  and  Wales  to  gire  to  the  nation  similar  expositionB 
in  each  indiyidual  county. 

Hnndreds  of  Tolumes  hare  been  written  as  to  the  wars, 
power,  and  grandeor  of  the  yarions  eminrat  empires  of  the 
earth,  while  few  and  far  between  have  been  the  reoordis  com- 
memorating the  education  of  their  sons,  or  their  ])rogT'css  in 
learning  and  useful  knowledge  :  thus  the  empuc  ui'  reutiun  has 
been  overwhelmed  by  that  of  conquest. 

From  the  Greek  and  Roman  writers,  it  is  elear  that  schuols 
were  in  existence  in  Britain  l)erorc  tin-  iioman  invasion,  and 
that  the  scholars  were  solely  under  the  care  and  training  of  the 
Druids.  The  most  celebrated  one  was  in  the  Isle  of  Anglesea; 
and  it  is  said  that  many  of  the  youth  of  Gaul  were  sent  over  to 
have  their  education  finished  tlu^rein.  After  the  expulsion,  or 
father  the  destruction  of  the  I>mids,  the  Latin  language  was 
made  a  leading  feature  in  education,  as  may  be  proved  from 
Gildas,  who  said,  Britain  might  then  have  been  more  properly 
called  a  Roman  than  a  British  island/' 

Learning  flourished  from  the  end  of  the  first  to  the  middle 
of  the  fourth  century ;  but  afterwards  declined,  and  on  the 
uiiivai  of  the  Saxons  in  iiiigland,  it  fell  lower  and  lower  in  the 
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esteem  of  the  people.  From  this  period  ontil  tho  seventh  oen- 
Uirj,  little  or  do  edncation  was  giTen.  SoTenl  schooLs  were 
then  established^  it  is  trae^  among  which  that  foimded  by 
Augustine  stood  pre-eminent:  bnt  so  destitate  of  erndition  had 
the  people  been^  that  it  is  doubted  whether  one  solitary  book 
ooold  be  found  in  England  on  his  arrivaL  Thns^  books  had  to 
be  imported  firom  foreign  lands  at  a  great  cost^  so  that  none  but 
the  most  opulent  were  possessed  of  them ;  and  schools  were 
conscf^ucntly  established  in  palaces,  bishops'  resideuces,  and 
nionjisteries  only.  Tliese,  in  their  turn,  weie  destroyed  by  tbo 
Danes;  and  when  Alfred  came  to  the  throne,  in  the  ninth  cen- 
tnry,  ho  had  to  effect  their  restitution,  to  which  cud  he  planttnl 
a  Fchool  m  every  monastery.  In  tliese  ^chool«,  youth  were 
taught  reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  music,  rhetoric,  theolo^, 
and  the  Latin  languag'e.  This  full  scheme  of  ti|ition  was 
necessary  to  clerical  youth  then,  because,  when  they  arrived  at 
manhood,  all  public  offices  were  filled  by  them,  the  laity 
being  left  to  grow  up  in  ignorance.  But  Alfred,  desirous  that 
they,  as  well  aa  the  clergy,  should  be  educated,  founded  the  two 
Universities  for  that  express  purpose. 

Strange  to  say,  at  that  time  the  upper  ranks  felt  a  grcmi 
disdain  for  learning ;  and  so  difficult  did  the  king  find  it  to 
induce  them  to  follow  his  wishes,  that  he  was  at  last  obliged  to 
pasH  a  Lav  to  force  all  freeholderii  possessed  of  two  hides  of  land 
or  upwnrdiJ,  to  send  their  sons  to  school  ;  and  so  Ijenoficial  was 
this  found,  that  it  led  numbers  of  aged  persons  even,  whoso 
education  had  been  hitherto  nei^'lected,  to  go  to  school  ;  niid 
over}'  pulpit  had  a  good  preacher,  and  every  diucese  a  learned 
bishop,  before  the  end  of  his  reign.  His  death,  followed  by  the 
renewed  incursions  of  the  Danes,  again  brought  learning  into 
neglect,  which  was  accelerated  by  the  supine  disposition  of  his 
son  and  successor,  and  the  deaths  of  several  eminently  learned 
men.  From  this  age,  up  to  the  accession  of  Edward  the 
Confessor,  darkness  prevuled;  when  he  at  once  repaired  to 
Oxford,  which  his  accomplished  and  learned  Queen  no  doubt 
encouraged  by  hor  example. 

Learning  increased  much  in  the  twelfth  century,  and  schools 
began  to  spread  ^m  monasteries  and  convents  to  cities  and 
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towns.  Tlio  TTnworsities  wrro  then  callod  '\Stutlies,"  but  soon 
aftorwarda  took  tlio  name  of  Universities,  from  all  kinds  of 
learning  being  taught  in  them,  and  their  doors  being  thrown 
open  to  foreigners  as  well  as  natives.  The  Cathedral  scholars^ 
in  the  middle  ages,  were  commonly  taught  by  tla*  bishop^^in 
&ct,  ho  was  frequently  the  only  teacher  they  had ;  but  after- 
wards they  were  placed  under  men  who  deroted  themselyee 
entirely  to  the  edncation  of  yonth,  and  had  prebends  assigned 
to  them  for  their  sopport.  These  men  were  called  ''Scholastios 
of  the -Diocese/'  and  all  youths  designed  for  the  church  were 
entiUed  to  be  instructed  by  them.  By  ihe  ISth  canon  of  the 
the  third  Greneral  Council  of  Lateran  (117l>),  tlicy  were  ordered 
to  be  examiners  of  all  other  schoolmasters  in  the  diocese, 
and  to  grant  them  teaching  licenses. 

Bctvvcun  the  Conquest  and  the  death  of  King  John,  there 
were  557  rehL^ions  liouses  in  England,  efich  li!iving  a  school 
attached ;  and  it  is  a  satisfactory  answer  to  tliose  who  pretend 
that  grammar  schools  were  only  instituted  for  tli(>  teaching  of 
the  Greek  and  Latin  languages,  to  state  that  the  youths  in 
monastic  schools  were  taught  ''the  fair  and  beautiful  art  of 
writing/'  and  were  afterwards  employed  in  the  scn'ptorium,  or 
writing  chamber,  in  transcribing  works  for  the  church  and  the 
library.  Indeed,  bo  far  were  they  from  being  confined  to 
Greek  and  Latin,  that  they  were  taught  rhetoric,  logic,  theo- 
logy, medicine,  and  the  civil  as  well  as  tiie  canon  law.  In  fact, 
the  monks  were  the  only  pleaders^  physiciana,  and  school- 
masters of  those  times.  In  the  non-monastic  schools  in  the  . 
cities  and  towns,  reading,  writing,  grammar,  rhetoric,  logic, 
and  theology  were  also  taught ;  and  William  Fitastephens,  (in 
the  reign  of  Henry  II.),  in  his  description  of  London,  tells  ns 
that  many  such  were  then  established  there. 

A  singular  feature,  as  regards  education  in  England 
immediately  after  the  Conquest,  was,  that  tlie  Jews  had  many 
eminent  schools,  into  which  not  only  the  youth  of  the  Jewish 
faith,  but  the  sons  of  Christians,  were  atlimtted  freely ;  and  so 
great  was  the  increase  of  pnblic  schools  in  the  thirteenth 
centuiy,  particularly  in  London,  that  Sir  George  Buc  (btowe's 
Chronicle,  p.  1063)  entitled  them  ''The  Third  University." 
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Noverthelesf,  in  the  fifteenth  century,  these  schools  rlccnyed, 
and  learning  continued  to  languish  until  the  invention  of 
printing ;  but  from  that  moment  they  revived,  as  we  find  in 
Knight's  "Life  of  Colet,"  p.  100,  where  he  says  that,  within 
thir^  years  before  the  Reformation,  more  schools  were  en- 
dowed in  England  than  in  the  300  preceding  years.  After  this, 
edacation  spread  rapidly  among  laymen  as  well  as  clergymen, 
and  Edward  VI.  greatly  aided  these  blessings  by  establishing 
many  new  schools.  He  appointed  a  commission,  in  1549,  to 
take  diverse  orders  for  tiie  maintenance  and  continnaiice  of 
scoUers,''  &Ct  Under  this  oonmussion  ilie  regulations  of 
schools  were  ordained.  This  was  followed  np  by  succeeding 
princes;  yet  it  must  be  acknowledged  th;it  tlic  early  impo- 
verishers  of  ecclesiastical  foundations  often  swallowed  up  the 
poor  scholars'  exliibitions  and  stipends  at  the  same  time,  as 
is  too  oftcTi  the  case  now. 

Tlie  study  of  ih>^  English  language,  in  the  commencement 
of  the  sixteenth  century,  was  nogloeted  for  classical  knowledge; 
yet,  in  15G3,  there  were  only  two  divines  at  Oxford  capable  of 
prencliing  before  the  university;  and  in  1570,  Homo,  Bishop 
'of  Winton,  put  tasks  before  the  minor  canons  beneath  the 
abilities  of  un  ordinary  schoolboy. 

Daring  the  period  of  the  Reformation,  schools  increased  so 
fast,  that  they  rather  called  for  regulation  than  augmentation. 
Yet  the  radiments  of  education  were  only  given  therein,  and 
when  any  name  shines  forth  as  a  scholar,  the  school  need  not 
look  back  and  be  proud  of  it^  as  the  excellence  mnst  have  been 
attained  at  the  university. 

The  most  eminent  works  npon  scbods  are  Boger  Ascham's 
"  Schoolmaster,"  Christopher  Wase's  Considerations  con- 
cerning Free  Schools  as  settled  in  Kngland  '^  (1(378)^  Beckwith's 
work  on  the  "Charitable  Institutions  of  England"  (1807),  and 
Ackeruianu's  "Hiatory  of  the  Principal  Schools  of  England" 
(181 G.)  After  these  followed  those  most  important  pubbcations 
on  the  endowed  schools  of  England,  The  bi  l'  ^  t  Committee's 
Report  on  the  Schools  of  the  Metropolis,"  dated  181G;  their 
"Second  Report"  of  1817;  and  the  travelling  "Charity  Commis- 
sioners' Eoports"  down  to  the  year  1839;  forming  a  huge  library 
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of  information  as  to  the  Endowed  Schools  of  this  kingdom. 

Jf^  as  Dr.  Jobnflon  says,  "the  glory  of  a  people  arises  from 
its  authors/'  the  places  where  these  hare  been  trained  most 
be  of  national  importance;  and  ''miserable/'  saysWase^  ''is 
the  &ce  of  any  ni^on  where  neither  schools  nor  nniyersities 
are  frequented.'^  This  is  admitted  on  all  hands;  yet  so  base 
are  some  men,  that  they  have  permitted  the  hmds  and  frmds 
left  for  the  support  of  these  schools  to  be  aUenated  in  many 
instances,  although  the  education  of  their  own  children  often 
depended  on  their  honest  application  ;  forgetting  the  words  of 
Ei  isuius,  "  tliat  the  safety  of  States  depends  upon  three  tilings: 
a  proper  or  improper  education  of  the  princes,  upon  the 
preachers,  and  npon  tlio  schoolrnasters/*  It  must  not  bo 
forgotten,  that  not  only  were  these  schools  endowed  as  sucli, 
but  also  as  the  ^r^t  step  to  the  unirersities;  and  so  determined 
was  Elizabeth  that  this  should  be  the  ca'^o,  that  she,  in  1559, 
taxed  benefices  one-thirtieth  part  for  the  education  of  students. 

In  1816,  a  Select  Committee  was  appointed  .to  enquire  into 
the  edncation  of  the  lower  orders  of  tiie  metropolis,  and  to 
report  theur  obserTations  thereupon  (together  with  the  minntes 
of  the  OTidenoe  token  before  them),  from  time  to  time,  to  th^ 
Honse ;  and  they  were  also  instructed  to  consider  what  was  fit 
to  be  done  with  respect  to  the  children  of  paupers  who  were 
found  begging  in  the  streets,  in  and  near  the  metropolis,  or 
who  were  carried  about  by  persons  asking  charity,  and  whose 
parents,  or  other  persons  by  whom  they  wero  accompanied, 
had  not  sent  such  children  to  any  of  the  schools  provided  for 
the  education  of  poor  children.  They  agreed  to  the  following 
Heport,  dated  20th  June,  in  that  year 

"  Toor  oommittee  bave  eumined  a  great  hody  of  evidenoe^  vMoh  has  beea 

repotted  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  respecting  the  state  of  education  among  tbe 
lower  orders  in  the  metropolis;  and  they  have  found  reason  to  conclmlo,  that  a 
very  large  number  of  poor  children  are  wholly  without  tise  mrans  ot  iustructiou, 
aJtiioutrh  their  parenU  appear  to  be  generally  ?ery  desirous  of  obtaining  that 

advantage  for  thcui, 

"  Your  committee  have  also  observed  with  much  satisfaction,  the  h'v^hly  bene- 
ficial cfiects  produced  upon  all  those  parts  of  the  i>opulation  whicli,  assisted  in 
whole  or  in  part  by  various  charitabiu  imlimtions,  have  enjoyed  the  beueiits  of 
edncafekMu 
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"Your  coimnitleo  liavo  not  had  tinio  f  liis  session  lully  to  ro|K)rt  llioir  opinion 
upon  the  (liffcrenl  bninclics  of  their  iuniiiry,  but  they  icci  pcrsuacicd  that  the 
greatest  advantages  would  result  to  this  oont^  fram  Farliament  faking  proper 
measurea,  in  ooocniTenoe  with  the  -pnmS&ig  dispoaitiogi  in  the  community,  for 
supplying  the  deficiency  of  the  means  of  instruction  wUdi  exists  si  present^  and 
for  extending  this  blessing  to  the  poor  of  all  descriptions. 

"Although  yonr  committee  have  not  been  instructed  to  examine  the  state  of 
education  beyond  the  nictropolis,  tlicy  have,  in  additii.ni  fu  wliat  has  appeared  in 
evidence,  received  coiumuuicatious,  wkich  show  the  necessity  of  Parliaiiieut,  as 
speedily  as  possible,  inatitutiag  an  inquiry  into  the  mmagcment  of  charitable 
domitions  and  other  funds  for  the  instmctioii  of  the  pim  of  this  oonntry,  and 
into  the  state  <rf  their  education  generally,  fsj,rr!aJ!y  in  the  larger  towns'.  And 
yonv  ootnmitteo  arc  of  opinion,  that  the  iiK»st  elTeetual  as  well  as  the  least  expen- 
sive mode  of  conducting  such  an  iu^oiry,  would  be  by  means  of  a  Parliatneutary 
commission/* 

After  this,  a  commission  was  appointed  to  iuvcsligate  tlio 
state  of  all  the  "Rnduwed  .SchooLs  of  the  coinitrv,  and  pnbe<e(pient 
commissions  have  been  ia  operation  from  thai  date  down  to 
the  present  date. 

To  give  some  idea  of  the  vast  labours  of  these  conunissious, 
it  is  only  necessary  to  point  to  the  large  volumes  called  the 
"  Charity  Commissioners'  Heports/'  the  extent  of  which  may 
be  goeaaed  at  from  the  oomity  of  Stafford  Beports  forming  the 
thlrty<>fir8t  volume^  containing  890  pages  in  itself. 

The  publication  of  these  Bine-book  Beports  was  carried  ont 
on  purpose  for  the  public  benefit,  bnt  such  was  fonnd  to  be  the 
task  of  wading  through  so  many  large  ^olnmes,  that  the  House 
ordered  them  to  bo  arranged  in  comity  volumes  for  local 
distribution.  Before  this  was  done,  a  cuuiity  was  sciittercd 
throughout  the  various  volumes  according  to  the  successive  dates 
of  the  Conimissioiiers'  travels  and  investigations,  whercjis  now 
every  county  is  arranged  in  one  or  more  volumes,  and  may  be 
had  f(jr  ten  tjliillings  each  volume,  at  Hci-  Majcvsty's  Stationery 
OlEce.  But  tliis  was  found  too  heavy  a  task  for  occasional 
investigation,  therefore  the  House  again  ordered  Digests  "  of 
these  Reports  to  be  printed  in  county  Tolumes^  each  of  which 
contains  from  50  to  100  pages  each.  These  Digests  are 
analytical,  and  contain  *'  Returns  of  Charities  for  distribution 
among  the  Poor^  Statistics  of  Grammar  Schools,  Schools  not 
classicaL,  and  of  Educational  gifto,  not  attached  to  Endowed 
Schools/'  and  were  published  in  1848, 
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The  whole  of  these  Digests  have  also  been  published  in  two 
complete  rolnmes^f  1624  pages^  bat  the  County  Digests  may 
be  had  separately^  at  from  nine-pence  to  three  shillings  per 
Tolnme^  according  to  sisse;  so  that  any  investigator  of  these 
matters  can  get  all  he  requires  for  any  one  conniy^  at  from 
eleven  to  twenty-three  shillings. 

Still  fbrther^  the  House  ordered  a  filial  volnme  to  be 
printed  for  general  use,  called  ''Digests  of  the  General 
Clinnties,  and  Summaries  of  the  whole  of  the  Charity  Property 
and  Income."  This  gives  the  totals,  and  can  be  had  for  nine- 
pence. 

The  House  of  Commons  and  the  Commissioners  so  far 
performed  their  duty — ^it  was  for  the  public  to  act,  seeing  that 
all  the  requisite  information  was  placed  within  their  reach.  It 
will  be  asked,  "  Why  have  they  not  done  so  in  cases  of  noto- 
rious abuse  and  malversation?''  The  answer  is,  that  the  dread 
of  the  appalling  expenses  incurred  by  gtnng  to  the  Court  of 
Chancery  is  the  head  and  front  of  the  hesitation. 

Bat,  before  exposing  the  evils  attached  to  the  admimstra- 
tion  of  this  notorious  Conrt,  I  must  enter  upon  a  due  examina- 
tion of  the  various  parte  of  the  machinery  connected  with 
Endowed  Schools ;  and,  in  order  to  do  this  properly,  I  must 
divide  them  into  separate  heads  : — 

Is*. — What  ch^s  of  h'n«  were  they  generally  founded  for? 

iad. — VViiut  are  gcncraiiy  tlic  reaidcntioiy  quaMcatiuns  requisite  for  a  boy 
ta  GBin  bis  admisaion? 

Srd.— Wlnt  are  generaUy  the  reqniired  qualificatioiie  hf  wbic^  s  truatee  eaa 
be  elected  to  his  ofUcr ;  and  ho^r  cnn  tlieae  qualifications  be  altered  for  the 
improvement  and  bcnclit  of  the  schools  ? 

4th. — Whnt  rirc  the.  evils  arisin;^  from  tlic  Court  of  Chancery  bciiif?  the 
guardian  of  these  schouLi :  and  what  new  goardiansliip  can  be  adopted  to  give 
greati^  efficiency  to  their  operations  P 

6tb.^Wbat  are  the  erOs  wbidi  have  grown  <mt  <^  the  pendsaon  given  hf 
the  Goort  or  the  ▼arkms  bodies  of  trustees  to  the  aehoolmaatera  to  take  prirate 
pnpOs,  commonly  called  boarders  ? 

6th.— What  arc  the  evils  belonging  to  the  appointment  of  special  .visitors 
(the  bishops  or  othi^rs)  ? 

7lh.— AVhut  evils  have  resulted  from  the  power  given  to  trustees  to  exchange 
trust  properties,  and  not  to  sell  them  if  ben^cial  for  the  sdiool  trustsf 

8th. — What  have  been  the  evils  eaused  by  eullegcs  and  their  eouumnets 
having  the  power  to  decli  hoys  to  scbolaralups  and  ftihihitions,  instead  of  the 
trustees  electing  after  exanunationF 
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9th.— What  are  the  evils  resultmg  from  the  revenues  of  collegiate  scholars  not 
being  subject  to  the  supervision  of  an  efiicicut  visiting  power  ? 

lOtk— Wbat  aro  the  erfls  canaed  by  a  dassioal  edtftatkm  bemg  adopted  m 
these  schools  to  the  too  great  hindrance  of  commercial  studies  ? 

11th. — What  evils  have  arisen  from  the  trustee  of  these  schools  being  per- 
mitted  to  carry  on  the  alTairs  l)clonging  thereto  iu  secret,  or  with  closed  doors  ? 

12tli.-— What  evils  have  arisen  from  clergymen  being  appointed  trustees  to 
these  schools,  wholly  or  in  pari 

13th,  and  lastly.— Is  it  an  evil  for  a  ohaxge  to  be  laid  on  the  adidais  ^ere 
the  founder  declared  they  shoold  be  firee^  and  where  there  an  funds  auffideot  to 
pay  the  masters? 

That  alnuNst  all^  if  not  all^  theee  schools  were  founded  for 
poor  boy$  mvast  be  felt  from  the  fact  of  their  being  charitable 
gifts.  This  would  be  acknowledged  to  be  the  true  intent  of  the 
fovinderB^  even  were  there  no  recorded  testimony  to  prove  it ; 
but  there  is  no  want  of  testamentary  evidence  to  show  that 
the  rich  were  not  to  bo  the  recipients. 

Yet,  in  some  cases,  we  see  that  not  only  do  rich  men's  sons 
thrust  out  the  poor,  but  that  they  are  induced  to  come  from  a 
distance  to  do  so^ — the  inducements  beinjir  sclitilarsliips,  fellow- 
ships, prizes  of  various  sorts,  and  boarding-houses  to  live  in, 
belonging"  to  the  charities. 

There  can  bo  no  doubt,  also,  when  it  is  uot  expressed  to 
the  contrary,  that  every  school  was  founded  for  the  use  of  boys 
whose  parents  dwell  in  the  town  or  parish  where  the  school 
is;  and  some  parents,  feeling  this,  have  become  residents  in 
a  town  where  a  fooudation  school  has  been  established.  They 
are  caUed  "  sqnatters,''  because  thej  generally  leave  the  place 
so  soon  as  tb^  children's  education  is  completed. 

As  to  the  priaes,  scholarships,  fellowships,  &c.,  &c.,  belong, 
ingto  some  of  these  schools,  Counsellor  Bethell  might  well 
put  it  in  the  shape  he  did  on  the  Manchester  free  school  case 
being  heard,  thus:-^''  Supposing  these  rich  parents  had 
ostabHshcd  a  stud  of  racing  horses,  for  which  they  had  built 
stabling,  pro\"i<led  trainers,  and  subscribed  money  for  plates 
to  be  competed  iui,  autl  all  this,  ;sulely,  for  horses  bred  and 
reared  in  that  particular  pai  ish ;  how  would  they  like  for  richer 
and  more  powerful  men,  living  at  a  distance,  to  offer  tempting 
annual  sums  of  money  to  these  trainers  to  ge  t  their  horses 
into  the  stables  provided  fur  those  bred  and  roiu*od  in  that 
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tlie  annual  prizes  belong^iiiir  to  the  parish  horses?  Of  course, 
this  would  not  be  ])crmitted  in  sudi  a  case;  but  in  that  of 
boys,  it  is  thought  to  be  perfectly  fair." 

With  regard  to  the  present  system  of  electing  trustee««,  it  is 
quite  apgareut  that  that  is  one  of  the  greatest  evils  of  the 
system.  For  a  given  number  of  purriving  trustees  to  have  tlio 
power  to  elect,  appoint,  or  nominate  the  remainder,  is  only 
for  these  men  to  choose  those  with  whom  tbey  are  intimatCj 
whether  qualified  oi-  not  for  the  offioe.  This  in  itself  is  an 
evil,  but  that  they  should  have  the  power  to  elect  them  for  life, 
is  still  more  injurious  in  its  operation.  And  why  ?  Because 
aH  men,  holding  an  office  for  life,  almost  invBriably  are  foond 
to  be  blind  as  to  reformations;  and  as  the  correction  of  trusts 
involves  ho  peconiaiy  loss  in  these  cases,  they  absohitely  be- 
come indifoent  as  to  the  donor's  intents.  The  core  for  this 
evil  wonld  be  that  of  electing  the  trustees  on  the  same  popular 
plan  as  that  of  town-comicillors,  viz. : — one-third  ^vory  \  ear 
by  vote  of  rate-payers.  Then  cores  would  be  effected,  griev- 
ances redressed,  and  reasonable  reforms  carried  out  for  the 
benefit  of  the  boys  on  the  foundation. 

This  alteration  in  the  eleetion  of  trustees  would,  of  course, 
take  their  election  or  sauetiou  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Court 
of  Chancery  ;  and  this  would  be  a  great  improvement,  because 
the  Court  is  often  imposed  upon  in  the  names  of  parties 
recommended  as  most  tit  for  its  sanction.  In  many  easts, 
the  governors  are  persons  Hving  at  a  distance,  although 
the  founders  may  have  ordered  that  unless  the  proper  number 
cannot  be  found  in  the  parish,  ihsj  shall  not  go  out  of  the 
parish  for  them. 

As  to  the  Court  of  Chancery  being  allowed  to  continue  to 
be  the  guardian  of  these  charities,  it  is  quite  preposterous; 
nay,  it  is  an  evil  of  such  magnitude  to  the  nation  at  large 
that  it  has  become  intolerable.  To  allow  it  to  escercise  a  juris- 
diction over  80  many  educational  institutions,  so  different  in 
their  foundations,  characteristics,  and  belonging  to  such  differ- 
ently constituted  poj)ulations,  is  quite  absurd.  If  it  were, 
as  it  is  styled,  a  coui  L  of  equity,  of  couise  it  would  deal  out 
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equitable  laws  to  nil  its  cliildrcn ;  but  what  is  the  case  ?  At 
Manchester,  Tiverton^  Tjiidlow,  find  other  places,  boarilcrs  Ikivc 
been  abolished  by  the  jiidg'meiits  of  two  Lord  Clianccllors, 
and  one  Vice-Chancellor;  whilst  at  KiddermiiiBter  and  lieptou 
tliey  have,  been  retained  by  another  Viee-Chancellor ;  and  in 
numerous  uthor  places  by  other  orders  of  the  Court,  ^t  many 
places,  head-money  is  ordered  to  be  charged ;  at  many  others, 
disallowed.  In  some  idioolfly  the  classics  are  ordered  to  bo 
taught  free;  in  otherSj  the  annihilation  of  the  classics  sanc- 
tioned; in  some  that  are  very  rich,  the  boys  are  limited  to  forty; 
whilst  in  others^  with  smaller  famds,  tboy  are  not  limited. 

This  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  seeing  that  the  jodges^  in 
nearly  aU  the  cases,  have  been  nnacqoainted  with  the  educa- 
tional wants  of  the  particular  places  in  which  the  schools  are 
situated;  and  in  others,  they  themselves  having  been  educated 
in  this  description  of  school,  think  the  system  by  which  they 
have  risen  is  the  best>  and  pay  no  regard  to  the  orders  of  tho 
founders.  This  is  to  be  seen  in  a  variety  of  cases  ;  and  one  of 
our  gi-eatest  and  mobi  esteemed  judges — a  man  opposed  to 
wrong  in  most  shapes,  and  a  hearty  reformer  of  abuses — 
thought  it  (luite  right,  or,  at  least,  never  thought  it  quite 
wrong,  for  his  own  two  lo  be  educated  in  schools  pecu- 

liarly founded  for  the  j)o<.r — one  of  tlicm  having  been  educated 
at  liepton,  and  the  other  at  Shrewsbuiy. 

But  the  most  astouisliiug  thing  belonging  to  the  whole 
matter  of  the  Guardianship  of  Chanoeiy,  is  the  obscure, 
tedious,  endless,  and  plundering  system  of  its  trials,  when 
i'tpiity  is  sought  at  its  hands.  Equity,  forsooth  I  allowing  cases 
to  be  before  it  for  150  years down  to  11  yoars,  that  a  jniy 
could  settle^in  a  day  or  two !  Equity !  whereby  it  swallows  up 
the  funds  left  by  charitable  individuals  for  the  use  of  poor 
children,  to  the  amount  of  thousands  of  pounds  1  Equity !  by 
its  sanctioning  one  set  of  rules  for  one  school,  and  other  sets 
for  others  of  the  same  character !  Ei^uity  !  by  its  saying  one 
day  that  boarders  are  desirable,  and  another  that  they  arc  not 
to  be  allowed  1  Equity  !  by  declaring  that  a  classical  education 

•  Soo  the  Morpeth,  Hoitloburv,  Bcvsdlcy,  Bromsgrovc,  Dudley,  and  inna* 
tiMrabls  oiher  cmw— P«g»  188  aad  foUowiiig  of  "  Edueattoual  Begiiter." 
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IB  best  for  a  ooniTnercnal  popolation^  wad  a  commercial  edaoation 
moat  fit  wliere  the  fiiiids  are  Bufficient  to  pay  for  both  the  one 
and  the  other !  Equity !  in  limiting  the  number  of  sdiolare  to 
forty,  aa  at  the  Charter-honee,  Westminster,  Kidderminster, 
and  others,  where  the  fonds  are  snffident  to  teaoh  a  mnoh 
greater  number,  and  placing  no  limit  where  the  population  is  a 
mere  nothing !  Equity,  indeed!  Its  equity  seems  to  exist  in 
hciniTf  as  expensive,  tedions,  contradictory,  and  unpopular  as 
possible,  in  jdmost  all  its  deliberations  and  decisions  ! 

The  practice  of  allowing"  sprcinl  visitors  to  be  appointed  is 
a  barieaque,  because  the  other  duties  to  wliicli  they  have  to 
attend  gire  them  no  time  to  risit  the  schools.  How  often  has 
the  special  visitor  (the  ordinary)  visited  these  schools,  to  see 
if  the  regnlatioQS  have  been  properly  carried  ont  ? 

The  power  given  to  clerical  examiners  to  elect  beys  to 
exhibitions  and  sdiolanihips,  without  asking  or  considering 
whether  those  boys  were,  or  are,  the  inopcr  oljecU  of  snch 
benefits,  will  be  snSctently  exemplified  in  many  cases. 

The  dispOMi  of  the  ftinds  of  these  scAiools  being  earned  on 
without  any  public  supervision,  is  also  a  ppreat  evil.  The  meet- 
ings of  the  trustees  being  conducted  witli  closed  doors,  prives 
them  an  opportunity  of  overste])ping'  the  hounds  of  sound  rom- 
luou  sense,  and  there  beinor  tio  check  upon  such  mistakes, 
manv  on-ors  Ijef'ome  cr)ntirnied,  which  would  Otherwise  be 
revoked  if  subject  to  public  opinion. 

One  of  the  most  injurious  and  inconsistent  practices  helong- 
ing  to  the  acts  of  tmstees  is,  where  we  find  a  classical  education 
given  wit^nt  charge,  while  the  poorer  boys,  who  require  only 
a commennal  education,  are  oompelled  to  pay. as  much,  in 
mai^  cases,  for  their  learning,  with  a  good  fonndation  fond  at 
lund,  as  would  be  required  from  them  at  proprietary  sdiools. 

?%ere  is  a  feeling  veiy  prevalent,  and  wiucb  is  often  sanc- 
tioned by  the  Court  of  Chancery,  that  payment  makes  a  school 
respectable,  and  that  a  mixture  of  upper  class  boys  is  beneficial 
to  the  whole.  Tliis  would  V)e  reasonable  where  iJte  funds  an  not 
mflieient  in  tJic  one  casr,  and  if  the  upper  class  boys  were  com- 
pelled to  pay  for  the  classical  biauehc.^  of  education  in  the 
other.    But  where  the  reuts  or  rovcauos  are  ample,  aud  the 
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poorer  boys  liaye  a  right  to  a  froe  education  according  to  the 
will  of  the  founder^  or  where  the  funds  haye  increased  greatly 
since  the  foondationi  it  is  Teiy  nnjnst  to  give  the  rich  boys  the 
priyilege  of  free  classical  instmctionj  and  make  the  poor  boys 
pay  for  their  commercial  education. 

The  words  of  Lord  Lyndhurst,  in  tho  case  of  the  Attorney- 
General  V.  Lord  StaDiford,  would  be  true,  if  tlie  founders' 
intentions  were  carried  out,  viz. :  "  That  these  schools  are  tho 
avenues  by  wliich  the  humbler  classes  can  force  their  way  into 
the  highest  situations  of  the  State."  But  if  you  ]mt  an 
immense  bar  .across  tho  avenue — a  chars^c  too  liea\  y  tor  the 
hmnble-claas  parents  to  pay — tho  boys  must  turn  buck,  and 
can  never  reach  the  middle  situations  in  trade^  much  less  the 
highest  situations  in  the  state. 

It  is  often  stated,  that  to  exclude  boarders  would  lower  the 
standard  of  the  masters.  This  is  a  very  singular  statement. 
As  long  as  a  master  is  amply  paid^  what  can  the  presence  of 
boarders  have  to  do  with  exalting  his  standard?  Bather  is  it 
not  the  fact,  that  the  standard  to  which  the  school  is  brought 
by  boarders^  leads  to  the  exclusion  of  the  foundation  boys  in 
many  cases? 

Carlisle,  in  his  Work  ou  ^'  Ivo dewed  Schools,"  says  that 
there  was  scarcely  one  of  these  Grammar  Seliools  in  which 
boarders  were  not  received  in  his  day;  and  that  ''great  advan- 
tages resulted  from  the  admixture  of  the  diflerent  classes." 
Now  these  are  very  important  statements,  and  descn  e  the 
strictest  investigation.  If  correct,  boarders  must  be  a  benefit: 
if  not  founded  on  facts,  the  boarding  system  becomes  mis- 
chievons.  I  hare  consulted  Carlisle's  work,  and  it  now  lies 
before  me.  Let  us  refer  to  Worcestershire,  in  the  first  place, 
for  proof  or  disproof  of  this  point.  Carlisle  states,  that  at 
Bewdlej  "  the  school  is  open  as  a  Free  Grammar  Sdiool  to  the 
children  of  all  the  inhabitants,  but  there  are  fume  at  present  on 
the  foundation — ^the  master  has  about  thirty  boarders;^''  so  that 
the  admixture  of  the  different  classes  did  not  result  in  this 

*  TUt  Bchool  has  been  shut  np  ever  since  188fi,  having  been  placed  in  Chan- 
ceiy  then;  and  the  dread  of  this  Ck>ait  prefents  the  inhabitante  seeking  itt 
restoration. 
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f^cliool.  At  Diidlov,  there  were  only  eight  boardors  ;  at  Eves- 
ham, no  bnardcrs.  At  Feckonliam,  tho  hc;i<l  innstor  had  a 
flepnty,  and  Carlisle  records  no  boarders.  At  Hartlebury,  in 
1816,  there  were  twenty  town  boys  and  thirty-two  boarders ; 
and  the  boarders  went  on  increasing  until,  from  1B28  to  1832, 
thore  were  no  free  boys  in  the  upper  or  classical  school  at  all ! 
At  Kidderminster,  the  then  head  master  took  no  boarders.  At 
Mardey,  there  were  no  boarders.  At  King's  Norton,  there 
were  no  boarders.  At  Bock,  the  boys  were  aU  boarders.  At 
Stourbridge,  they  were  all  free  boy^— Bometimes  ten,  and  some- 
times none  t  At  Wolverley,  no  boarders.  At  Worcsester  (free 
school),  Uiere  were  twelve  free  boy:^,  but  the  number  of  board- 
ers is  not  named.  Is  this,  then,  the  admixture  of  the  cUksses 
so  much  lauded  by  Carlisle  ? 

Ill  the  "  Family  Almanack  and  Educational  Register,"  for 
1852,  published  by  Parker,  in  tlic  Strand,  are  to  be  fouml  tho 
followinpf  rpftultn  of  the  boarding  system  in  the  schools  named. 
At  page  40  in  the  list  is  Bamet  Free  Grammar  School,  with 
twontr'-fonr  governors  and  two  sclmolmastcrs,  in  which,  in 
1850,  there  were  seven  free  boys,  and  twenty-tlu^ee  boarders  ; 
and  in  the  "  Head  Master's  Circular,"  page  24  of  the  adver- 
tisements, he  amioonces  that  "  his  boarders  are  kept  in  a  pri- 
vate apartment,  separate  from  the  day  scholars  and  fonndation 
boys  !  "  At  page  80  in  the  list,  is  Grantham  Free  Grammar 
School,  ''founded  by  Bishop  Fox,  in  1528,  and  endowed  by 
Edward  VI.,  in  1553,  free  to  boys  not  xmder  eight  years  of 
age,  whose  parents  or  gpaardians  lire  within  a  mile  of  Grantham, 
with  an  income  horn  the  endowment  of  £800,  and  eight  exhi- 
bitions, and  foar  scholarships ;  and  it  is  modestly  stated, 
''that  the  free  boys  seldom  go  to  college/'  In  the  advertiae- 
ment  by  the  five  masters  it  is  amionnced  that  "extensive 
playgrounds,  both  in  grass  and  gravel,  have  hem  set  afart  for 
the  master's  boarders."  Of  course,  the  boys  not  being  allowed 
to  mix  together  in  the  playground,  are  not  very  likely  to 
"  admix  "  in  school  or  elsewhere.  At  page  89  in  the  list,  there 
is  Honley-on-Thames  Royal  Fi-ee  Grammar  School,  founded 
1605,  now  under  the  visitorship  of  the  Bishop  of  Oxford,  and 
free  to  twenty  '&ve  boys,  with  an  income  of  1^62 ;  and  at  page 
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29  of  tlio  a(lv(M*tiscments,  the  head  master  aTinounces  tho 
following : — "  N.B.  Tho  day  scholars  arc  ftnv  and  select,  as 
there  is  an  endowed  '  lower  school'  in  the  town."  Of  course 
the  endowed  lower  sohool  boys  cannot  "admix"  with  the 
forfy-eight  boarders  and  select  day  scholars  in  the  upper 
Endowed  School*  At  page  120  in  the  list,  is  Lichfield  Free 
Qrammar  School,  founded  hy  Edward  VI.,  to  whidi  are 
attached  nine  exhibitions,  and  in  which  there  were  but  twenty. 
]  eight  scholars  in  1651 ;  and  at  page  31  of  the  advertisements, 
the  head  master  axmonnoes  that  "  tiiere  are  no  free  boys  of  an 
inferior  ^rade  upon  this  foundation  f  and  also,  "that  his 
house  is  distinct  from  the  grammar  school,  except  for  tlio 
hours  of  puljlic  instruction!"  Therefore,  "admixtui-o of 
inferior  ^rade  Loys  was  shunned  here.  But  I  must  refer  my 
readers  to  an  abundance  of  siinikr  testimony  in  this  book, 
showing  fully  that  the  admixture  of  classes"  is  carefully 
avoided,  and  foundation  funds  and  exhibitions,  intended  for 
others,  are  given  to  the  sons  of  the  rich. 

On  the  other  side  of  the  question,  there  are  schools  men- 
tioned in  this  work,  such  as  Aylesbun-  school,  free  to  sons  of 
inhabitants,  with  an  income  of  but  I  b39  per  annum,  where 
iftiere  are  120  free  scholars;  and  Wirksworth  school,  iriioro 
there  are  60  boys,  with  an  endowment'income  of  £170. 

Bat,  doab^ess,  the  gist  of  the  whole  matter  is,  that 
schemes  have  been  procored  e»  parte,  or  otherwise,  to  raise 
boarding  establishments  on  the  rains  of  Ihe  fonndatioci  boys' 
rights,  and  to  distarb  tiiese  would  be  mischief  inoaloalable ! 
True,  bttt  to  whom  would  the  miscliief  accrue  ?  Why  to  the 
masters  and  oflBcers  of  such  schools  as  St.  Paul's,  London, 
where  the  education  of  153  ebildrcn  cojsts  between  10,000  and 
£6,000 ;  *  or  of  the  Mercers'  school,  where  there  are  about 
£700  [-pent  on  educating  thirty-five  free  boys,  and  where 
£1,000  pension  wns^  a  few  years  since,  gixvn  to  the  retii-ing 
head  master  ;  or  of  Homsey  school,  where  the  boys  are  limited 
to  forty,  with  an  income  of  £600;  or  of  the  Charter<^oase 

*  This  school  is  free  to  natives  of  all  countries,  and  has  from  seven  lo  ten 
ezblMtloiif.  The  odd  fooodfttioii  iiiimber  it  based  on  the  11th  vem  of  the  Sltt 
cbeplerol' St.  John. 
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school,  where  the  limifc  of  iree  boys  is  forty — the  etornal  forty 
of  the  Court  of  Chancery  ! — with  an  income  of  thousands  per 
annum  (the  limit  of  tho  free  boys  in  this  school  being  against 
the  founder's  express  order)^  and  founded  for  tke  deslitnte 
withoat  limitation ;  or  of  tke  Bepton  school,  founded  for  the 
poor,  where  there  were  but  thirty-four  firee  boys,  and  where 
£340  per  annum  are  given  to  eight  gentlemen's  sons  as  foun- 
dationers,  and  £750  per  annum  paid  to  the  masters,  in  addition 
to  the  profits  on  twenty^siz  boarders^  and  where  the  same 
eight  gentlemen's  sons  get  the  £30  worth  of  books  pur  annum, 
left  by  Mr.  Ward,  for  poor  boys  going  to  the  school ;  or  of 
Wesstminster,  with  its  immeuisc  revenues,  and  its  f(,)i-ty  foun- 
dation boys,  who  paid  in  1850  onhj  £1,800  fees  and  clun  gos; 
or  of  Wolverhampton,  with  its  gross  rental  of  i],Ui30,  and 
forty  boys  ;  or  of  Stourbridge,  with  its  £600  and  odd,  and 
two  masters'  residences,  where  there  are  but  about  thirty  boys  1 
But  not  only  arc  there  a  host  of  schools  where  sins  of  com- 
mission exist  as  detailed  above,  but  there  are  as  many  where 
sins  of  omission  are  as  palpable,  and  still  more  injurious  in  their 
operation.  For  Instance,  at  St.  Maiy  Bedolil^  Bristol,  *  there 
are  neither  sdbolarB  nor  master ;  at  Cheltenham,  no  scholars ; 
at  Donnington,  in  linoolnahire,  with  an  income  of  £I,dOO  and 
400  scholars,  Latin  and  Qreek  are  not  taught,  aHhongh 
expressly  ordered  by  the  founder ;  at  Dulwich,  where  the  income 
is  very  liu-go,  with  exliibitions  also,  thviv  are  but  t  welve  boys, 
and  the  exliibitions  are  not  given  to  tkcm,  and  it  is  said  "there 
are  very  good  rea.s(jus  fur  no  return  of  the  state  of  this  school 
being  made  on  application."  At  Kirkleatham  kSchool  (York- 
shire), founded  for  thirty  poor  scholars,  with  an  endowment 
income  of  £^bO,  in  1851  there  was  no  scholar,  and  the  Charity 
Commissioners  say — "This  school  has  long  ceased  to  exist. 
A  salary  of  £100  is  paid  to  the  head  master,  residing  six  miles 
from  the  school,  and  £50  to  the  usher  residing  in  the  parish, 
not  in  the  school  house — master  and  usher  both  in  orders." 
At  Kirton  (Lincolnshire),  in  Lindsey  division,  there  are  seven 
scholarships  and  two  fellowships  never  made  use  of  by  the 
scholars,  because  the  school  is  converted  into  a  National  one. 

*  For  all  these  eUtoments  see  '*  EdncatioDal  BogUter,"  1851. 
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At  Kirton  (Holland  diviBion);  the  school  was  flhat  up  in  185l| 
having  gone  on  a  visit  to  see  Mother  Chancery  in  1837,  and  has 
never  returned.  At  Scortoii,  Yorkshire,  where  the  mar  is  the 
principal  trustee,  with  an  income  of  1210,  there  were,  in  1850, 
about  ten  or  twelve  tliildren,  who  got  a  very  poor  oducation. 
At  Blackburn  (Laiicusliire),  with  fifty  frovernors,  an  uniiinitod 
freedom,  an  income  of  Jbl20,  and  the  Kev.  James  Bennett  as 
master,  not  om  scJwlar  in  1851.  At  Badworfch  (Cheshire)^ 
where  the  endowment  is  £209,  out  of  which  tlie  master,  who 
has  fifty  scholar^^,  gets  but  £75.  At  Cloumol  (Ireland),  income 
and  six  free  and  seven  pay  boys  I  At  Dartford  (Kent)^ 
income  £60^  no  boys  I  At  GoucUinrst  (Kent),  no  scholars.  The 
trustees  repaired  i^e  school  in  1839,  thinking  it  was  their  own, 
but  it  proved  to  be  leasehold,  under  the  modest  dean  and  chap* 
ter  of  Bodiester,  who  demanded  thereupon  a  £200  fine  I  At 
Gnilaborough,  income  £80,  no  scholars,  as  Mother  Chancery 
has  had  the  rents  under  her  care  for  tweuty  years.  At  Dousflaa 
(l.-^lu  of  Man),  u  iicLuohua.stur  (iit-v.  Juhn  Canucll),  scholarshi])^ 
and  money  gifts  for  acLolars,  but  no  scliolars  !  At  IiC\vi;iham, 
an  iucuino  of  11,150,  and  thirty-liye  sclioiars.  At  (_);ikham, 
scholars  twenty-four,  ineorno  L6o0.  At  Pockliiigtou^  thirty 
scholars,  income  £900,  and  live  scholarships ;  and  at  Kuabou, 
where,  with  an  endowment  of  £99  in  1847,  there  was  neither 
master  nor  scholars,  and  the  school-house  turned  into  a  lumber 
room. 

These,  then,  are  the  evils  which  trustees  ought  to  cure ; 
and  -how  dead  must  those  trustees  be  wko  look  on  such-like 
malversations  daily  without  reforming  them.  Can  there  be  any 
sense  of  shame  in  them,  or  desire  for  justice? 

I  could  go  on  thus^  enumerating  school  after  school,  where  the 
''mischief"  of  reform  would  disturb  such  a  bed  of  leeches  as 
never  were  allowod  to  suck  the  blood  of  the  middle  and  workinj^ 
classes  in  any  other  country  on  the  face  of  the  earth;  but 
enough  has  been  .sliuvvu  to  prove  ihat  if  aome  of  the  mediuifi 
schvoltt  were  rcfvniud,  iinmhcrs  j)".<rvf',«?.stVt(/  luiiuvmG  revoniLes 
would  he  hroiiijhi  undvr  public  notice  and  nj'orinal  'utn. 

ft  must  be  clear  that  where  there  is  a  moderate  foundation 
fund  the  commercial  schohirs  should  go  free,  and  the  classical 
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foe  called  apon  to  pay;  if  not,  why  should  poor  boys  be 
admitted  at  all?  What  are  the  donor's  orders?  Why  are 
commercial  masters  appointed?  What  is  the  use  of  such 
funds^  large  school  honsee,  and  of  a  large  body  of  tmsteesj  if 
the  commercial  boys  involre  no  principle^  and  are  of  no  con- 
sideration? Most  preposterous !  How  long  is  the  talent  of 
making  the  worse  appear  the  better  cause  to  prevail  ?  How 
long  shall  hngo  salaries,  and  proficiency  in  tlio  art  of  tonguo 
fence,"  be  allowed  to  cheat  common  sense?  How  long  is  this 
wearisome,  oppressive,  and  expensive  Court  of  Chancer)^  to 
decide  points  to  tlie  perpetual  discomlituro  and  loss  of  the 
people  of  this  great  commercial  empire? 

This  eqpitable  Court  brings  to  mind  forcibly  the  words  of 
an  eminent  writer  of  the  present  day,  where  he  says,  ''To  decree 
injustice  by  a  law !  diabolic,  I  say :  no  qoantily  of  bombazeen 
or  lawyers'  wigs,  three  readings,  and  solemn  trumpeting  and 
bow-wowing  in  high  places  or  in  low,  can  hide  its  fiightful 
*  infernal  tenden^^  I  Hus  is  the  throne  of  iniqnity,  set  up  in  the 
name  of  the  Highest,  the  human  apotheosiB  of  anarchy  itself  I 
Eveiy  doit  of  this  account  will  have  to  be  settled  one  day,  as 
sure  as  €rod  liyes  1  Principal  and  compound  interest,  rigorously 
computed,  and  the  interest  is  at  a  terrible  rate  per  cent,  in 
these  cases !  '* 

The  truth  of  the  wliole  matter  resolves  itself  into  one  com- 
plexion, and  that  is,  that  the  system  so  favourable  to  tlio  upper 
classes,  and  so  iiii-?cliievoui5  to  the  middle  and  working  cUsses, 
is  notliing  more  nor  less  than  a  conspiracy  <ni  the  part  of  the 
.  former  to  deprive  the  latter  of  their  birthiugkt  in  education. 
Shall  it  continue  ?  No !  Parents  must  protest,  towns  must 
agitate,  and  honest  legislators  must  prefer  complaints  in  tho 
House  of  Commons,  until  this  foul  deprivation  of  the  rights 
of  the  middle  and  working  classes  be  folly  and  irrevocably 
reformed. 

What,  then,  wonld  effect  a  reformation  of  these  great  and 
notorious  evils?  Nothing  but  an  Act  of  Parliament,  embrac- 
ing, amongst  others,  the  following  provisions : — 

That  the  €k>iiit  oC  Chaiuw  sluUl  oease  to  be  the  goardiaa  of  all  edacatioaai 
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That  tlio  inistocs  slmll  oloctt  ii  in  the  same  manner  as  town  councillors  arc, 
and  their  chairman  by  the  irusicus. 

Thai  the  cdnaaiioii  of  the  scbolnES  in  each  sc^ioolshaUbe  in  aimwdaiioeirith 
the  wants  of  the  locality,  the  reqnirementa  of  the  age,  and  the  abilitieB  of  the 
scholars. 

That  the  hoys  ahall  fadong  to  the  daaa  and  plaoe  d  reaideiioe  oontemiiilated  * 

by  llic  founder. 

That  there  shall  be  a  County  Board  oonsisting  of  one  trustee  £com  each  school 

in  the  couniy,  whose  revenurs  or  payments  to  schoolmasters  an^mmt  to  £.jO  i)er 
finnum  or  more,  and  that  they  shall  meet  annqally  in  the  most  oeutrai  town  m 
the  county. 

That  each  member  of  the  County  Board  shall  be  elected  by  tho  vote  of  the 
body  of  which  he  is  a  member. 

That  the  property  of  each  8dHX>l  shall  be  invested  m  its  own  trustees* 
That  there  shall  be  aa  auditor  appointed  by  a  majority  of  the  votes  d  this 
Board,  who  shall  be  funished  hy  each  frost  with  aa  aonoal  aooonnt  of  its 
noeipts  and  disbuseinents,  one  month  befoi«  the  snooessive  annual  meetings  of 
the  Boatd,  in  order  that  he  shall  examine  and  then  pvodnoe  them  at  the  general 
annunl  meeting, 

Tli.'it  the  accounts  sh;ill  be  puVjltslird  onec  every  yenr  in  the  county  ncvrs« 
papers,  and  ported  c\  cry  lialf-ycar  on  tho  doors  of  all  chnrches  and  diapcls  in 
each  jtlacc  where  a  .sehi)ol  exists. 

That  all  oompiainis  of  tlio  inhabitants  by  dcpntation  shall  be  heard  by  the 
County  Board  at  thi  u  aimual  meetings^  ua  to  the  misman^cmcnt  or  the  de-sircd 
improvement  of  any  of  the  schools. 

That  an  appeal  shall  be  granted  from  their  decisions  to  trial  by  special  jury 
at  the  nnt  ensomg  assises,  which  shall  be  final. 

That  when  the  funds  are  snfflcient  to  lemunente  the  number  of  masters 
required  by  the  schoob,  no  boarders  shall  be  allowed. 

That  all  sehuohmisters  shall  he  anlqeottosix  months'  notice  firom  the  trustees 
to  give  up  their  office. 

That  special  visttocs  shall  no  bnger  be  recognised  or  allowed  to  visit  the 
schools. 

That  the  trustees  sliall  be  enipfnvcred  to  sell,  as  well  as  exchange,  trust  pro- 
pd  tii  s,  bubject  to  the  ratilication  of  the  County  Board  at  its  next  annual 
meetings 

That  all  transactions  shall  be  put  to  the  vote  st  the  annual  meetings  of  tho 
County  Board,  and  a  majority  of  those  assembled  shall  be  empowered  to 
ratiff  them. 

That  tho  exhibitions^  sdmlarships*  feUowshipa,  and  prises,  shall  be  confined 

to  foundation  boys  alone,  uuless  ordered  otherwise  by  the  founder. 

That  the  County  Board  shall  carry  on  its  transactions  in  open  court . 

That  uo  clergyman  shall  be  a  trustee  or  mcinbi;r  of  the  County  Board,  as 
their  parochial  duties  would  be  thereby  materially  iuterlered  with. 
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Tliat  tbe  Board  diall  appoint  a  diairman  ercry  year  whoa  they  meet,  who 
ahall  have  tbe  power  to  gi?e  a  carting  Tote  wben  neoeaaary. 

That  all  new  rules  or  alterationB  ahall  be  poblisfaed  in  the  coonfy  papeia. 

That  the  expenaea  inciiRed  by  auch  meetiugs,  auditosahip^  and  pablicaiionB» 
ahall  be  paid  by  the  rate  of  one  penny  in  the  pound,  to  bo  tevied  upon  the 
school  rent%  where  thoae  renta  in  any  atiigle  caae  amount  lo  £50  per  annimi  or 
upwarda. 


I  Iseg  to  ihank  ihe  Taiions  Gentlemen,  the  Secretaries, 

Trustees,  Masters  and  Mistresses  of  scliools,  and  other  perssons 
connected  therewith.^  in  the  County  of  Stafford,  who  (with  two 
or  three  exceptions)  have  given  me  all  the  information  I  asked 
for,  as  to  the  present  state  of  the  various  Eudowineuts. 

GEO.  GKIFFITH. 

ElSDKBlCINSTEB,  NoV.  IST,  1859. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

Stafvobdsbtbe  is  situated  in  the  centre  of  the  kingdom,  md 
wliilst  it  abonnds  in  manufacturing  enterprise  and  wealth, 

contains  a  full  average  of  noblemen's  and  gentlemen's  seats. 
The  northern  part  of  the  connty  boasts  of  the  Potteries  and  its 
hive  of  inhabitants ;  the  sonthem,  of  Wolverhampton,  and  the 
imniciiso  population  touching  as  far  as  Birmingham;  whilst 
between  these  extremes,  an  agricnltnral  district  reposes, 
second  to  none  in  the  kingdom  for  fertilitj  of  soil  and 
diversity  of  scenery.  The  breadth  of  the  county  is  about 
60  miles,  north  to  sontb,  and  the  length  30,  east  to  west,  com- 
prising 760,000  acres,  or  1184  square  statute  miles.  The 
popuktion  is  700,€00,  being  more  than  Jouble  the  number 
it  was  half-a-centuiy  ago :  thus  making  it  the  seventh  county, 
as  to  popfulation,  in  England;  whilst  it  boasts  of  being  third 
iu  inanufacturmg  importance. 

The  statistics  of  this  county  embrace  145  parishes,  350 
towns  (7  of  which  are  parliamentary  boroughs,  returning  13 
members),  21  market  towns,  and  11)00  villages,  scattered 
over  which  are  200  benefices.   Its  only  city  is  lAchfield;  and 
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its  most  populous  town  and  parish^  Wolverhamptonj  con- 
tain 100,000  B01lls.>K 

With  sucli  II  numerous  and  actively  employed  pojnilution, 
a  question  arises  as  to  the  educational  statistics  of  the  county. 
Taking  it  on  eiflier  side,-*an  nnezampled  increaso  in  its  trad- 
ing population  on  tho  one,  and  a  very  thinly-scattered  rural 
population  on  the  other, — it  is  important  to  know  whether  the 
Educational  Bndowmentfi  and  Charity  TniBts  are  disposed  of 
so  as  to  meet  advantageously  the  mental  requirements  of  the 
rising  generation,  and  the  wants  of  the  destitute  aged. 

It  is  admitted  on  all  hands,  that  edncation  is  antagonistio 
to  crime  and  pauperism ;  f  and  there  can  be  no  question  that 
if  all  were  educated,  a  vast  amount  of  county  and  borough 
rate  would  be  saved^  and  our  gaols  and  Innatio  aayloms 
become  comparatively  empty.  In  the  Work  already  referred 
to,  it  is  recorded,  tLiat  in  Stuflurd^hire,  the  coimty  and  police 
rates  amounted  to  £38,000,  in  1840 ;  and  that  in  the  previoas 
25  years,  no  less  a  snm  than  £80,000  was  expended  alone  in 
enlarging  the  county  gaol!  and  that  over  and  above  thesie  large 
sums,  the  Government  had  paid  £8000  for  expenses  attending 
fNroBecntiomi,  and  £2500  for  the  maintenance  of  convicted  pri- 
soners. The  expenditure  items  for  the  same  year,  include 
£10,600  for  ihe  gaol  and  house  of  correction,  £2900  for  gaol 
buildings,  and  £2200  for  the  County  Lonatic  Asylum. 

In  opposition  to  this,  we  iind  there  were  847  day  schools, 
65  infant  schools,  and  388  Sunday  schools,  and  about  £20,000 
per  amram  expended  in  carrying  on  endowed  schools,  and  in 
relieving  tlie  \)oor,  tk  i  ived  from  benefactions  of  bygone  days, 
*  White's  "  Hisujry  of  Suft'onUliire." 

f  If  you  sufibr  jour  peopie  lu  U  ill  cvluc<itc(l,  aud  thuir  mannen  to  bo  cor- 
rupted from  their  infiui^,  and  thcn'punish  them  for  those  criaoa  to  wbidi  tbdir 
first  education  disposes  them,  what  else  is  to  be  concluded  from  tfalfi,  but  that  you 
make  thieves  and  theo  punidh  them.— Mobb'^  Utopia. 
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Having  ihuB  far  explained^  in  as  fuw  words  as  possibloj 
the  dnef  features  of  the  Gonnty  of  Staflford^  it  is  only  neoessary 

to  shew  tlio  intention  of  the  following  pages<.  The  Endowed 
Schools  in  Staffordshire  number  about  ninety,  and  the  cbariiy 
gifts  and  endowments  are  innmnerable,«--oocapyiDg  in  their 
records  simply,  no  less  than  870  folio  pages  of  the  Charity 

Coinniissioners*  Boports. 

The  Histofy  and  Statistics  of  these  Endowments  are  very 
little  known,  and  even  where  known,  very  seldom  considered, 
further  than  a  mere  perusal  by  interested  parties.  To  bring 
them  in  a  fiwiilifty  form  before  the  public  of  Staffordshire, 
with  the  hope  of  reetitation  or  renovation  where  abused,  and  of 
improvement  whore  neglected,  is  the  object  of  the  author  and 
compiler.  In  the  present  day,  when  steam  in  its  varions 
ways — telegraphs  and  a  cheap  press— are  prodndng  sach 
astounding  results,  the  benefits  of  a  sound  and  improved 
edncation  are  imx>eratively  neoessary;  and  as  the  diaritable 
fimds  left  by  pions  founders  in  ancient  days  have  increased 
largely  during  the  last  half  century,  it  is  the  duty  of  all  to 
help  in  seeing  to  the  best  use  being  made  of  them  for  the 
benefit  of  tibose  for  whose  mental  and  bodily  improvement 
they  were  LLqueathed. 

The  authorities  consnlted  are,  "  The  Charity  Commis- 
sioners'  Beports/'  White's  History  of  Staffordshire,''  and 
other  Histories ;  also  Tho  Educational  Re^ster added  to 
which  I  have  received  numerous  statistics  ii  <  m  ])rivato  sources, 
and  I  have  visited  all,  or  nearly  all,  the  schools  myself,  and 
took  the  requisite  information  on  the  spot,  to  make  the  Work 
a  true  record  for  public  information  and  reference. 

In  a  Work  entitled  "  a  Collection  of  Old  English  Customs 
and  Goiioiis  Bequests  and  Charities,  eactracted  from  the  Beports 
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mado  by  the  Commissioners  for  inquiring  into  Charities  in 
England  and  Wales/'  by  Mr.  H.  Edwards,  and  published  by 

Nichols  and  Son,  wo  find  s  Condensation,  upon  which  an 

eminent  Critic  has  made  the  following  observations: — 

"  Ghrcat  Britain  is  celebrated  amongst  the  nations  of  Europe  for  two  happy 
ollttBCtecistics — extensive  and  useftil  charities,  and  the  security  iilT(jrdi  d  to  pro- 
perty. Political  revolution,  whirli  h;uj  from  time  to  time  convulsed  and  chan^^ed 
the  condition  of  society  in  neighbouring  countries,  has  only  in  one  iiustauce  been 
seriously  felt  in  Jiugland.  And  even  during  the  Protectorate,  the  r'v^hla  of  pri- 
vate property  were  respected  quite  as  fully  as  llie  nature  of  the  times  would 
permit,  for  this  reason,  many  of  the  charitable  bequests  which  were  made  hun- 
dreds of  years  af{o,  still  oontiiuis  to  be  pnMrved,  and  distnlntod  with  integrity. 
The  oldeat  iDBiitatioiis  of  aehnritatle  ohanHSter,  thenfon^  in  Bniopc,  eziit  in 
Gnat  Britain;  some  of  them  having  aooamnlated  from  amall  beginningB  to  a 
degree  of  affloenoe,  which  baa  enlaxged  their  sphoeof  benevolenoe  £v  boiond 
the  most  — c"'"**  wiahea  of  the  lonff'departcd  dooota. 

"  But  it  ta  not  extraotdinary  that,  out  of  the  Taat  amoont  of  good  which  has 
thus  been  accomplbhed,  aome  evila  ahonld  have  sprung.  Benevoknce,  prompted 
by  the  best  intentions,  is  occasionally  nH5phie<'d,  In  some  instances,  the  objects 
selected  for  its  exercise  are  not  worthy  of,  or  not  even  benefitted  by,  the  giver's 
hberality.  It  is,  agtiin,  in  the  very  nature  of  many  cliaritics  to  hold  out  assist- 
ance to  jicrsous  wlio  would  otherwise  obtain  it  iiy  exerting  themselves,  and  thus 
to  withdraw  tliose  motivas  of  self-action  antl  self-reliance  which  sliould  never  be 
damped  even  by  bciicvolenoe.  Au  instance  of  this  kind  occurs  at  Slant on-upon- 
Wyc,  in  Herafordahbe.  *  George  Jarvis,  Esq.,  gave  by  his  wiU,  in  1790,  £30,000 
to  be  uiTeeted  in  govemnicot  aecnrities,  in  trust,  to  apply  the  yeariy  prodnoe 
theie(rf  in  moaef,  proviaioii,  phyno,  or  dotbea»  to  thepoor  of  thia  pariah,  of  Bred- 
waidue  and  Idtten.  The  fonda  applioaUe  to  the  objecta  of  the  dooor'a  will  in 
tbeaepariabei>»  in  1892.  had  moreaaed  from  £30.000  to  £08,496 17a.  ^  Onthia 
eaae  the  ocnnmissioners  obaenred,  *  tliat  the  populaibn  of  the  throe  pariahes  waa 
only  IISO,  and  the  income  ariaing  from  the  oharitj  neariy  £3000  per  annnm :  it 
must  be  obvious  tluif ,  even  under  llic  most  judicious  system  of  management, 
auch  a  charity  woidd  be  liV'-ly  to  be  productive  of  considerable  evils,  and  riccord- 
ingly  it  appeared  at  the  ume  of  the  enquiry,  that  it  had  encoumi^ed  a  si)iriL  of 
discontent,  and  a  disposition  to  idleness  and  imijrovidence,  and  had  attracted  to 
the  pai-hihca  numerous  persons  from  otlier  distriets,  with  a  view  of  cntitb"ng 
themselves  to  a  participation  iu  the  charity.'  Neither  is  it  wonderful,  t  h.it  in  a 
loagaerieaof  jean,  manjr  diaritiea  ahcraU  beooane  miamaaaged  and  misapplied ;  » 
but,  upcm  the  whole,  it  may  with  aafety  be  affirmed,  thai  theae  axeezooptions,  aa 
appeals  from  the  Beport  made  by  the  Conuniaaionen  for  Inqpuring  into  Enj^h 
Cbaritica.  Inatitntioiis  for  the  sick  and  for  the  yonng^  aie  liappily  the  moat 
abnndanit,  and  the  beat  snpported,  beosnae  they  axe  the mostneeded.  Hoapitab 
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mi  sdioob dbowid  in  everyooziier  of  the  oonntiyi  many  of  tiittii  of  andeut 
cbtto,  tiumgh  the  gnat  inoreaso  of  such  e»t»bl»bmenta  has  taken  plaoe  in  iho 
pieMBt  century. 

"The  oorapiblion  befote  ns,  giring,  as  it  does,  aooounts  oi aingiilar bequests, 
is  more  carious  than  important.  As  a  seU'x:tion  from  the  oddities  of  posthumous 
benevolence,  it  may  be  pkoed  beside  a  book  of  droll  epitaphs.   Legacies  for  all 

sorts  of  objects  aud  purposes  arc  here  recorded.  Some  individuals,  possessing  a 
love  of  good  cheer,  have  left  behind  them  prandial  insurance  Uinth  for  (  'Iiri^tuns 
Day.  *  At  St.  Mary  Major,  Exeter,  it  nppear?*,  from  a  statement  ot  ciuuiti(  >  m 
an  old  book,  that  Johu  Marljii,  by  ^vLll,  -^siU  Nuvcniber,  1729,  gave  to  I  he 
churchwardens  and  ovcrbccis  of  the  poor  ot  this  p;uish  twenty  i)Ound.s,  to  l>e  put 
out  at  interest,  md  the  proUts  thereof  to  be  laid  out  every  Christmas  Eve  in 
twenty  pieces  of  beef,  to  be  distributed  to  twenty  poor  peoi^  of  the  parish, 
snob  as  had  no  reli^  on  thai  day  for  ever.'  The  diamberiam  of  the  oorporstion 
of  Stafford  pays  to  certain  old  inhabitants  of  Vorebridge,  Staffordshire,  six 
shiUings  every  Christ  uuu^,  to  be  laid  oat  'in  plums,  wliich  are  divided  into  eqnal 
quantities,  and  made  up  uito  parcels,  one  for  each  of  the  houses,  fifteen  or  six- 
teen in  number,  entitled  by  the  established  usage  fo  rrccive  a  iK)rtion,  without 
reference  fo  the  cireii instance*'  of  flic  inhabitants.  It  ;i])pears  that  several  years 
ago  tlic  priyiiicnl  was  discontinued,  but  <»ii  ai<i.licat:ini  Crom  the  late  ^fr.  riarkc 
of  Forebridgc,  it  wns  rostimfd  by  an  (tn.lt  r  of  the  coqio ration ;  aud  iVom  that 
time  the  motu  y  has  becu  paid  lu  Air.  Clarke  chii  in^'his  life,  aud  since  to  his 
50U,  to  wiioui  the  occupiers  of  the  privileged  liouies  apply  on  Christmas-day, 
and  receive  their  plums.*'  At  Piddle-Hiuton,  in  Devonshire,  minoe-pie»,  ale,  and 
brea^  sie  distributed  every  Christmas  to  upwards  of  three  hundred  persons. 

*'Some  charities  have  sj^ung  firom  quarters  wbmos  they  aie  seldom  expected. 
Several  mstanoes  are  noticed  of  beggars  being  the  foanders^  either  by  design  or 
aoddent,  of  usefully  benevolent  fund:>.  Th*  re  is  a  kind  of  poetical  justice  in 
those  who  ilurin;?  life  existed  upon  charity,  having  their  effects  distributed  in 
charity  after  their  death.  The  parish  of  Upper  llolker,  Lancashire,  'iX)ssc9.Hes 
five  acres  of  land,  which  were  bou^'ht  by  the  inhabitants  with  tlic  sum  of 
guineas,  which  were  fouml  in  the  ^joeket  of  a  travelling  beggar  who  died  in  1 7'.)'.*, 
in  a  lodging-house  in  Upiicr  Holker.*  And  at  Slindon,  in  Sussex,  the  '  sum  oi 
£15  was  placed  in  the  Arundel  Savings'  Bank  in  the  \ear  1821',  the  inieic^L  ol" 
which  is  distributed  on  Si.  Thomiis'i»  Day.  It  is  sitid  that  iWiA  money  was  found 
many  yesn  since  cm  the  person  of  a  beftgsr  who  died  by  the  rcad^id^  and  the 
interest  of  it  has  always  been  appropriated  by  the  parish  officers  for  the  use 
of  the  poor. 

"Bequests  for  church  beU^ringing  are  numerous  in  eveiy  part  of  England. 

Some  of  them  are  left  by  enthusiiistic  amateurs  out  of  a  pure  love  of  the  Itob- 
Ms^r  art ;  others  to  commemorate  victories  and  occasions  of  national  rejoiciog. 
A  variety  of  modes  for  commemorating  events  are  pro\  ided  by  testators, 

prompted  cither  by  patriotism  or  private  affection.  At  .St.  Xichohis.  Ihistol, 
and  blroud.  Gloucesstersliire,  provision  is  made  lor  the  pre<tcliing  of  senaons  on 
each  anuiversaiy  of  the  biillic  of  Trafalgar.  The  ibUowing  is  one  of  the  most 
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mteRating  private  memoruda  in  the  eoOection  :^'Mn.  Minbetli  Gook,  of 
d^iham,  Snrcez,  widow  of  Captaui  Cook,  1^  her  wOl,  dated  8ih  April,  1833, 
gave  to  the  nuiiister,  dtnicbwardaUk  and  oveneexs  of  St.  Andrew  the  Gteat* 
and  their  successors,  £1,000  three  per  cent,  consols,  upon  trost  to  apply 
the  dividends  and  interest  in  and  towards  the  keeping  clean  and  in  repair  the 
monument  and  inscription  put  up  by  her  in  the  churoh  to  tlie  memory  of  her 
husband,  Captain  Cook,  and  family ;  as  also,  a^stone  in  the  middle  of  the  said 
cbnrcli,  with  her  name  and  tlie  names  of  her  sons  insrrihwl,  and  to  he  iiLscribed 
tlicreou ;  and  aff  er  payment  of  the  charges  incident  tlu-reto,  and  of  Jb2  annually 
to  the  minister  for  the  trouble  he  might  have  in  tiu' Irost,  the  residue  of  the 
interest  unci  divuiendii  to  be  distributed  yc^irly,  on  2isL  December,  eiiually  be- 
tween fiyo  poor  aged  women  of  good  clmractcr,  resident  within  and  bclongiug  to 
the  pariah,  and  not  reoei?ingparodual  relief,  to  be  named  by  the  miniater,  draxoh- 
wardena,  and  overaeen  for  the  time  beings  or  a  nugority.  After  payment  of  IJie 
legacj-dnty,  the  reaidne  waa  inveated  in  13ie  three  per-oent.  oonaola^  in  the  namea 
of  tmateea,  andprodiu!eB£87ajear. 

"There  are  many  beqneala  for  keeping  up  the  ancient  cnatom  of  ringing  a 
curfew-bell.  This  is  done  every  night  at  Cliertscy,  in  Sttrr^ ;  at  Cropedy,  Ox- 
ford^'iire;  nt  St.  Margaret's,  Kent;  at  Presteign,  Radnorshire;  and  in  several 
other  parish  churches.  Besides  these,  a  i^eat  number  of  wills  are  quoted,  in 
which  mouey  is  left  to  awaken  sleepers  in,  and  to  whip  dogs  out  of,  church ; 
to  encourage  marriages,  by  giving  portions  to  deserving  ajuples;  to  discourage, 
it,  by  douatious  to  old  maids  and  bachelors ;  to  strew  places  of  worship  with 
new  rushes  and  straw  every  Sunday.  Some  of  the  lust  date  far  back  as  tho 
idgn  of  King  Stephen ;  but  the  fnnda  an— now  thai  flooring  oonaiata  of  more 
doraUe  materiala—otberwiae  applied. 

"A  abgolar  inatanee  of  preapeotive  liberality  Qcooia  in  the  will  of  Mr. 
William  Yiok,  a merdiaat  of  Briatol,  who,  being  *of  opinion 
stone  bridge  over  the  river  Avon,  from  Glifion  Down,  in  Gloooeaterahire,  to  the 
opposite  aide  of  Leigh  Down,  in  the  county  of  Somersetshire,  for  carriages,  as 
well  as  horse  and  foot  passengers,  toll  free,  would  be  of  great  public  utility ;  and 
he  had  beard  and  believed  that  the  building  of  sucli  bridge  was  practicable,  and 
might  be  completed  for  less  than  £10,000 ;  for  the  advancmg  and  elfcct  ing  of  so 
useful  a  work,  and  for  the  encouragement  of  contributions  thereto,  he  directed 
that  the  sum  of  El.OOT)  sliould  he  placed  out  at  interest,  until  the  same  should 
accumulate  or  increase  to  the  said  sum  of  Jb 10,000,  which,  whcu  eiiectcd, 
the  Bociety  waa  to  expend  ao  much  thereof  aa  ahonld  be  necessary  in  erecting 
Boeh  atone  bridge,  and  in  defraying  the  needfnlexpenaea.  The  total  amount  of 
aocamvlated  principal  and  intereat  on  the  14th  October,  1821,  waa  reported  to 
be  £4139  0«.  Sd. ;  and  it  waa  eatimated  that,  aappoeing  the  intereat  on  thia  anm 
to  continue  to  be  accumulated  in  a  compound  intereat  ratio,  it  would  amount  to 
£10,076  Oi.  lOd.  on  the  14th  October,  1851.  Tkt  oommissioners  were  subse- 
quently informed,  that,  in  consequence  of  su^^tions  which  had  cnumated  from 
them,  a  higher  rate  of  interest  had  been  computed  on  by  the  society,  which  was 
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carried  back  in  the  calculations  to  17S2,  and  that  thereby  the  acciuuulatcd  prin- 
cipui  and  interest  (which  appeared  to  be  in  the  company's  bands)  on  2il  Octobiir, 
1821,  vra-s  £0071  17,v.  54'  So  much  haviiig  been  accumulated,  au  irou  bridge 
has  bceu  erected  at  the  place  named  in  the  will. 

'*  There  axe  flcmie  ramarinUo  durities  flcmnacted  with  oows.  Li  fhe  painh 
of  Behingtan,  Ciheahne,  a  small  benefaction  was  noade,  in  1620,  by  Wflliam 
Hvlme^  of  PooUion,  to enaUe the mmister  and dnudiwardeiis tolmd seow,  aft 
ei^gioatoa^jeir.toeadliofthrae  poor  and  godly  periabloiM^  Otheis  bsre 
aboe  added  to  the  beqeesi^  and,  m  1636,  as  nuny  as  eight  oows  wen  on  thexoU. 
Ikett  indiridiial  oontiibates  five  shillings  a-year  for  thense  of  his  eow ;  andtlieae 
contribatkmig  wxtii  occasional  additions  from  small  fines  imposed  by  the  magiB- 
t  rates,  enhance  the  Talne  of  the  charity.  On  the  25th  of  April,  in  every  year, 
these  charity  cows  arc  publicly  inspected.  At  TVoodchurcb,  and  at  West  Kirby, 
in  the  same  county,  there  arc  similar  charities,  one  having  39,  and  the  other  24 
cows.  At  Marstou,  Oxfordshire,  there  is  a  piece  of  bushy  laud,  extending  to 
about  twenty-six  acres,  on  which  twelve  of  the  poor  have  a  rijrlit  of  common  for 
a  cow.  The  privile^,  which  is  considered  worth  from  25s.  to  i-2  a-year,  is  con- 
ferred by  vottis  of  the  landowners  and  the  vestry.  At  Miiicucad,  Somersetbhirt^ 
there  is  a  farm  of  twenty  acres  of  land,  with  the  necessary  buildings,  and  a  oer^ 
tain  amonnt  of  stock,  the  whole  piodocing  a  reveane  of  about  £100,  which  is 
diatriboted  aantudly  to  the  poor  in  ooata^  doeb^  Uanketa,  and  money.  This 
charity  aioae  out  of  the  opflraftbn  of  an  act  of  parliament  in  the  eighteenth  year 
of  Charles  11.  against  importing  eafttle  fiom  Ireland*  and  giving  half  the  proceeds 
of  any  sdzore  of  iU^jallyin^arted  animals  to  the  poor.  A  seizure  having  been 
madeatMindiead  in  1669,  the  profits  of  the  moiety  purchased  the  proper^ 
which  now  supports  the  charity.  At  Waddesdon,  ijiBnckinghamshire,  the  Duke 
of  Marlborough  bequeathed  the  milk  of  a  cow  to  the  poor  of  the  parish,  fixing  the 
charg'c  of  the  animal  and  its  keep  on  the  tenant  of  liis  farm  at  Tiodgfe  Hill.  The 
oow  is  called  the  *  jVlms  Cow  •/  and  in  1S33  its  milk  was  distributed  to  twenty- 
two  individuids  daily,  one  person  receiving  it  in  the  morning,  and  another  in  the 
evening.  At  Arlesford,  in  Essex,  *  Edmund  Porter,  by  will,  dated  27th  ^fay, 
1558,  directed  that  John  Porter  should  have  a  house  called  Knapps,  with  the 
appurtenances,  church-fences,  and  eaprons,  which  compri^d  tliirty-oue  acres  of 
land,  to  him  and  his  heirs,  up(moonditiou  that  they  should  give,  fcv  ever,  the 
moming  milk  of  two  able  milk  beasts  to  the  poor  people  of  this  parish  emy 
Sunday,  yearly,  fromlffhitBuntide  to  Michaelmas  j  8s,  4d.  on  Good  Triday ;  and  a 
like  sum  on  Christmas^.  This  mi]k4nbute  has  subsegnently  been  commuted 
fior  a  money^paymentk  whidi  is  distributed  in  bread  amongsfe  the  poor.* 

"  We  often  hear  of  individuals  endowing  hospitals  for  the  benefit  of  claimants 
of  their  own  name.  Tlie  following  conceit  of  a  Dcrbyslurc  legatee  is  only  a  degree 
more  absurd : — *  Henry  Grccn' ,  by  will,  dated  22nd  December,  1769,  gave  to  his 
sister  Catlicrine  Grecm,  during  her  life,  all  his  lauds  in  Melbourne  and  Newton, 
and  after  her  decease  to  others,  in  trust,  upon  condition,  that  l!ie  said  Catherine 
Greene  should  give  four  gaen  waistcoats  to  four  poor  women  every  year,  such 
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four  greeA  waisiooats  to  be  lined  irith  gnm  gaOoon  laoe,  and  to  be  iklifcrad  to 
the  said  poor  women  on  or  before  the  Slst  December  yearly,  that  tb<^  might  be 
vom  on  Christmas-day.  Melbonnie,  in  Derbysbire,  has  had  more  eooentriea 
than  Mr.  Greene.  A  Ux.  Giay  ritals  him  in  oddity.  'Thomas  QTa§,  by  hb 
Trill,  bearing  date  the  25th  April,  1691,  dircckd  liis  executrix,  Mary  Gray,  and 
others,  to  lay  out  £200  in  tlie  purchase  of  lands ;  and  oat  of  tlic  profits  of  3uch 
land  to  L'ly  out  six  tioI)1(..s  yenily  to  buy  sLx  waistcoats  of  gray  clulh,  edged  witli 
bhic  galloon  lace ;  and  10s,  to  biiy  fhrco  coats  of  gnnj  clntli,  to  \w  faced  with 
baize;  and  that  four  of  the  said  waistcoats  should  Imj  giveu  yearly  to  four  i)oor 
widows,  or  nthor  poor  women  living  in  Castle  Donnington,  who  were  to  be  of 
good  lirhaviour,  and  endeavour  to  live  honestly-,  and  the  otlu-r  two  waistcxiats 
to  two  iKM)r  widows  or  women  of  like  behaviour  of  the  parish  of  Mclbounie :  and 
two  of  the  coats  to  be  giveu  yearly  to  two  poor  men  of  Castle  Donnington,  and 
the  other  to  a  poor  roan  of  IfeUxNinie.' 

"  There  are  a  few  chanties  in  sappoit  of  biill-haituig,  but  now  properly  de- 
Toted  to  better  objects.  At  Princess  Bisboroagh,  Bncikinghaoislure,  a  ehaiityof 
wiknown  aotiqQity,  oalled  the  custom  of  the  Bull  and  iBoar,  is  still  m  opscation, 
but  also  in  a  modified  form.  *  Up  to  about  1813,  a  bidl  and  a  boar,  a  seek  of 
wheat,  and  a  sack  of  malt,  were  given  away  to  the  poor  by  the  lord  of  the  manor 
of  Prince's  Hisborough  about  six  o'clock  every  Christmas  morning.  This  prac- 
tice ^ra*i  then  (iif5rorjtintied,  and  for  nhont  five  or  six  years  after  t!ic  discontinuance, 
bait"  and  iimtton  were  distributed  to  the  poor  about  Christmas,  in  lien  of  the 
above  articles.'  The  change  was  judicious,  for,  of  old,  when  tlic  doors  were 
opened,  'they  rushed  to  the  feast  prepared  for  them  with  so  ]ittl(^  decorum  and 
forbearance,  that  often,  in  their  zeal  for  priority,  tlicy  inflicted  wounds  on  one 
another  with  their  knires.  llie  whole  of  the  remaining  portion  of  Christmas- 
day  is  also  stated  to  have  been  spent  by  many  of  them  in  public-houses.' 

"The  work  under  notice  professmg  to  afford  nothing  beyond  examples  of 
curions  charitable  be<iuests,  is  of  course  silent  upon  the  gioss  amount  <rf  capital 
yearly  expended  in  England  for  benevolent  purposes.  From  other  sources  we  are 
enabled  to  add,  that  in  1839  the  compulsory  poor-rate  amounted  to  £i,40f>,l)07. 
In  1835,  the  gross  revenue  of  endowed  schools  and  other  educational  institutions^ 
supported  by  vnlmifary  bequests  and  contributions  was,  as  nearly  as  could  be 
R:<ccrta;ned,  L7t^.l7s.  The  hospital  chanties  of  the  country  are  supi)orted  by 
a  gross  Sinn,  cettaiuly  not  less  tlian  a  million  <innually;  whilsl  such  hcrpjcsff?  as 
form  the  subject  of  tlie  vo]uni(>  lirfoiv  us  may,  at  a  imxkratc  conjcettirc,  lie  s(  t 
doviii  ill  tl<M>,<)^»(i  per  Huiiuuj,  Leaving  out,  therefore,  all  ealeidations  of  casual 
charity,  of  funds  collected  by  societies  for  tlie  relief  of  specific  objects  ol  eum- 
misenition  and  want,  miasbnary  and  other  religions  commnnities,  &c. ;  exclusive 
of  these,  the  sum  collected  and  distributed  in  England  every  year  may  be  with 
eonfidoice  sud  to  exceed  nix  millioiu  steriing^  or  twice  the  amount  of  the  total 
revenue  of  the  kingdom  of  Belgium ! "  * 

•  In  0^.  the  total  r«veuae  of  Bo>Kium  vsm  M,907U):2(i  itmii9,—Bv4gtt  General  for  tbat  yew. 
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Sx^UFOBD  being  the  County  Town,*  deserves  the  first  place 
in  tin's  work.  Although  eqni-tlist.int  from  the  two  groat 
innnnfarturiiig  districts,  it  i^  a  iiiaiuifiicturing  town  itself  of  no 
small  nnportancc,  in  the  shoo  trade.  The  names  of  some  of 
tlie  streets  denote  that  it  was  once  a  fortitied  town;  and  its 
ancient  Castle  and  Churches  show  it  to  have  been  a  place  of 
note  in  olden  times.  At  the  present^  it  contains  about  ISjOOO 
inhabitants. 

The  word  "  Stafford'^  was  derived  from  tiie  fact>  that  in 
the  river  Sow  there  was  a  shallow  ford^  which  conid  be  passed 
by  the  help  of  a  staff.  William  the  Conqneror  built  the  first 
GasUe,  and  bestowed  it  upon  Bobert  de  Tonei^  a  younger  son 
of  one  of  the  Norman  Barons,  who  upon  taJdng  possession  of 
the  Barony,  adopted  the  name  of  Stafford,  and  to  whom 
eighty-nine  villages  rendered  suit  and  service. 

Many  eminent  men  have  been  natives  of  Stafford.  John 
Stafford,  a  friar,  author  of  a  History  of  Stafford,  in  Latin; 
Eilininid  StnfVord,  Chancellor  of  England  (llenry  4th),  and 
Bishop  of  Exeter;  Thomas  Ashbnrn,  who  vigorously  opposed 
Wickly He's  doctrines ;  Thos.  Fitzherbert,  who  became  Rector 
of  the  English  College  at  Borne  (17th  century) ;  Izaak  Walton, 

*  lu  Douiesilav  Book  it  is  cnlled  a  City. 


Digitized  by  Google 


10 


STAPfOBD  f lUEK  OJBAXMA&  SCHOOL. 


the  Poet;  and  last,  thoiigli  not  least,  Mr.  Lauib,  tlie  Schoul- 
master,  who  delivered  a  Itarucd  oration  in  the  name  of  the 
town  in  Queen  Elizabeth's  presence^  on  the  occasion  of  her 
visit  in  1575. 


THE  FB£E  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL. 

C Charity  CufiimUKion^rs'  Report,  1824J 

Eang  Edwai'd  the  Vlth,  by  his  letters  patent,  dated  the 
10th  of  December,  1551,  in  the  1th  year  of  his  rc  iL-fi,  on  the 
petition  of  the  inhabitants  and  burgesses  of  the  town  of 
Stafford,  granted  and  ordained,  that  there  should  thenceforth 
be  one  Grammar  School  in  the  said  town  of  Stafford,  which 
shonld  be  called  the  Free  Grammar  School  of  King  Edward 
the  Sixth,  for  the  edacation  of  boys  and  youths  in  grammar, 
and  of  one  schoohnasterj  and  one  nsher,  to  continne  for  ever : 
And  for  the  maintenance  and  continnance  of  the  said  school, 
he  granted  to  the  said  burgesses,  whom  he  thereby  willed  to 
be  and  continue  for  ever  one  body  corporate,  by  the  name  of 
the  Burgesses  of  the  Town  of  Staflford  in  the  county  of  StaiVoi  d, 
with  powtjr  to  hold  lanrls,  all  those  his  tithes  of  Foregutc  niid 
Foregate  Fields,  iind  Lambercotes,  iu  the  cunnty  of  Staliord; 
and  uU  tboBO  liis  ]iarcel8  of  the  tithes  of  tlio  High-street,  in 
thu  town  of  Stallord,  then  or  lately  in  the  oc'(  U])atioii  of  John 
Bold,  and  lately  parcel  of  the  possessions  of  the  prebend  of 
Marston,  in  the  collegiate  clnirch  of  Stallord :  He  also  gave 
for  the  consideration  aforesaid,  to  the  said  burgesses,  divers 
lands,  pastures,  meadows  and  hereditaments  in  Rowley  UHUing- 
ton,  and  in  Rickerscote,  and  in  and  near  the  Green  field  and 
other  fields  in  Stafford,  and  in  LedhaU  and  Bunston  in  the 
parish  of  Penkridge,  and  divers  messuages  and  gardens  in 
Stafford,  Forebridgo  and  Rickerscote,  and  three  small  rent* 
charges,  amounting  to  Is.  4d.  which  messuages,  lands,  rents 
and  other  premises  (more  particularly  set  forth  in  the  Appen- 
dix,) belonged  to,  or  were  parcel  of  the  possessions  of  the  free 
chapel  or  hospital  of  St.  John  the  Baptist,  near  Staffoid,  then 
lately  dissolved  :  And  the  said  kint',  for  the  eoiisiderationrt 
aforesaid,  also  gave  to  tho  said  bui-gesses,  all  those  lauds,  mca- 
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dows,  pastares  and  other  liereditaineiiia,  in  Rowley  aforeeaid^  in 

the  tenure  of  William  Stamford,  and  others  j  and  a  paetnre  in 
Ko"v\'ley_,  near  the  free  chaj^el  of  St.  Leoiiard_,  in  the  teiinro  of 
James  Loo ;  and  also  a  pasture  in  Rowley,  in  the  tenure  of 
Jnmcs  Clemments;  and  a  pasture  in  Rowley,  called  Gosty  Les- 
Bowe ;  and  a  pasture  in  liowley  called  [name  erased] ;  and  a 
pasture  in  Rowley,  called  Chapel  Lessowe;  and  a  pasture  in 
Rowley,  called  Gri  f  iifelt  Leasowc  ;  and  all  that  land,  containing 
nine  acres,  in  the  Green  field,  in  Stafi'ord;  and  a  parcel  of 
meadow  in  the  Green  field,  let  to  Thomas  Pictoo,  which  said 
meadows  and  pasture,  in  the  tenure  of  the  said  Thomas  Pictoo* 
belonged  to  the  free  chapel  of  St.  Leonard,  lately  dissolved : 
And  for  the  conaideration  aforesaid^  the  said  king  granted  to 
the  aaid  bnrgesflea  an  annnal  rent  of  28.  iaaning  oat  of  a  cottage 
in  Stafford,  in  the  oconpation  of  John  Rollins;  and  an  annual 
rent  of  28.  2d,  issuing  ont  of  a  tenement  in  the  oconpation  of  * 
Thomas  Stacey^  in  Eastgate-street,  in  Stafford;  and  an  annnal 
rent  of  68«  8d«  issuing  ont  of  a  messoage  in  the  tenure  of 
Francis  Dorrington,  in  Foregate-street^  in  Stafford;  and  an 
annual  rent  of  Ss*  4d.  issuing  out  of  a  messuage  in  the  tenure  of 
William  Worsewick,  in  Eastgate  aforesaid,  and  wliich  had 
come  to  the  hands  uf  the  said  king  by  vii'tuc  of  a  certain  act 
of  parhainent  fur  the  dissolving  of  chauntnes,  ^c.  passed  in  the 
first  year  of  his  reign,  and  all  wliich  prcniise.s  were  extended  to 
the  cleai'  annual  value  of  20/.  :  And  he  further  granted  to  the 
said  burgesses,  that  they  might  have  a  common  seal,  and  the 
power  of  nominating  and  appointing  the  master  and  usher  of 
the  said  school,  as  often  as  the  said  offices  should  bo  vacant ; 
and  that  they  mightj  with  the  advice  of  the  bishop  of  the 
diocesoj  make  statutes  and  ordinances  in  writing  for  the 
government  of  the  master  and  usher  and  scholars  in  the  said 
school^  for  the  time  being,  and  of  the  stipends  and  salaries  of 
the  said  master  and  nsher :  And  the  said  King  granted  to  the 
said  burgesses,  that  they  might  hold  land,  &c.  to  the  AtiTiny^^ 
value  of  20L,  so  neyertheless,  that  the  said  burgesses,  and  their 
Bucoessors,  should  wholly  convert  and  confirm  the  rents  and 

*  Sic  in  orti/.,— but  it  scenu  that  all  tht  IaM>iDiaiitf<uiod  pfcmlflot  belonged  to 
the  frae  chapel  of  St.  Loomud. 
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profits  of  such  lands  to  the  continuation^  snpport,  and  mainte- 
nance  of  the  grammar  scliool^  in  tlie  said  town^  in  fonn  afore' 
said  established^  for  the  education  of  boys  and  youths  resorting 
thither. 

This  charter  most  be  considered  as  the  foundation  of  the 
present  grammar  school.  There  was  previously;,  however,  a 
free  school  in  Stafford,  the  possessions  of  which  have  enured, 
in  part  at.  least,  to  the  benefit  of  the  grammar  school,  and 
which,  therefore,  it  seems  proper  to  advert  to. 

It  appears,  from  various  certificates  of  the  commissioners 
for  enqairiug  into  'chauntry  lands,  &c.  in  the  reigns  of  Henry 
VIII.  and  Edward  VI.,  preserved  in  the  augmentation  office, 
that  theiu  was  a  free  school  kejit  by  a  chauntry  priest,  in  the 
collegiate  church  of  Staiibrd,  of  the  fouudtitioii  of  Thomas 
Counter,  chaplain,  with  a  clear  annual  salary  of  U. 

The  salary  of  17.  ba.  to  a  schoolmaster  appears  to  liavo 
been  paid,  after  the  dissolution  of  t!ie  college  of  Stafford, 
out  of  the  revenues  thereof  in  the  hands  of  the  crown; 
and  by  a  grant  of  queen  Elizabeth  to  the  corporation  of 
Stafford,  of  the  possessions  of  the  said  college,  made  in  * 
the  14th  year  of  her  reig^,  it  w^s  directed  to  be  con- 
tinued ''to  one  schoolmaster  or  pedagogue  in  Stafford."  It 
is  observable,  that  this  sum  of  5«.  is  not  mentioned  in 
king  Edwftrd  the  6th's  endowment  of  the  grammar  school, 
nor  does  queen  EHzabeth's  gpwnt  specify,  that  it  is  to  be 
paid  to  the  master  of  that  school;  but  in  the  earliest  rental 
which  we  find  of  the  school  estate,  which  is  in  the  year 
1612,  this  payment  is  mentioned  as  received  from  the  queen's 
grant. 

The  free  school  in  Stafiord  is  al.so  mentioned  in  the  will  of 
Robert  Lees,  dated  6th  January,  15-K),  whereby  he  gave  and 
bequeathed  to  John  (Jonlon  and  Mattliew  Cradoek,  all  ins 
lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments,  in  the  town  and  borough 
of  StaflTord,  Forobridge,  Foregate,  and  Foregate  fields,  that  is, 
one  house  in  the  Foregate- street,  divided  into  four  cottages, 
with  four  little  gardens ;  also  a  washing- place,  with  a  garden, 
adjoining  to  the  south  wall  of  the  town  of  Stafford ;  also,  two 
messuages  in  JTorebridge,  divided  into  six  cottages,  with  gar- 
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dens  adjoining  to  them,  lying  on  the  sonth  side  to  tlie  Green 
plat,  and  on  the  ndrtli,  east,  and  west  to  the  highway  ;  also,  ten 
acres  and  a  half  of  arable  ground  in  the  Foregate  fields,  with  a 
dole  of  meadow  ground  lying  in  the  Black  Butts  meadow,  with 
the  appurtenances ;  to  hold  the  said  premises  to  the  said  John 
Gordon  and  Matthew  Oradock,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  to  the 
nse  of  his  will:  And  he  then  gave,  towards  the  repairing  of 
the  horse  caoseway  in  Gresswell-lane,  2b.  a-year:  And  ho 
directedj  that  his  executors  should  distribnte,  yearly,  among 
the  poor  people  of  the  town  of  Stafford,  6s.  8d.j  and  the  rosi- 
due  of  the  issues  and  profits  of  the  premises,  he  willed  should 
be  employed  and  disposed  to  the  nse  and  maintenance  of  the 
free  school  in  Stafford,  and  othervrise  in  deeds  of  pity  for  the 
health  of  his  soul. 

This  will  evidently  refers  to  a  free  school  already  existing, 
and  as  wo  have  no  trace  of  any  other  tlian  the  chauntry  whool 
above-mentioned,  it  seeni.s  reasonnblc  io  infer,  that  that  was 
the  school  inteiuled.  Part  of  the  |)n>perty  euumemted  in  tho 
will  (but  sc  Mniiigly  not  the  whole),  appears  iu  the  earliest  ren- 
tals of  the  grammar  school. 

The  property  now  belonging  to  this  charity  is  as  follows: 

I. — Undek  the  CiiAKTKu  OF  KiNo  Edward  VI. 

1. — Viivl  of  the  tithes  of  the  prebend  of  Marstou.  in  tho 
rental  of  1G12,  these  are  described  to  have  consisted  of  the  tithes 
and  herba<^'e  of  all  Lambercotes,  that  is  \y :  of  certain  mea- 
dows and  arable  ground  (therein  described),  lying  close  to  the 
town;  the  tithes  of  Foregate-street,  with  the  crofts  on  both 
sides  thereof^  and  a  chief  rent  of  6s.  out  of  the  house  of 
John  Chepe  there;  the  third  part  of  the  tithes  of  Foregate 
fields  with  the  tithes  of  Black  Butts;  all  the  tithes  and  Easter 
roll  within  the  town  of  Stafford ;  and  of  all  the  crofts,  meadows 
and  gardens  on  the  south-west  side  of  the  town  (esctending  as 
there  described). 

For  the  tithes  of  the  Lambercotes  (Lammas  lands),  of  tho 
moadows,  now  the  property  of  Sir  Gcoih^o  Jeruyngham,  lying 
round  the  town,  and  oue-tliird  of  tliu  tilkes  of  tho  Forecrate 
field,  an  allotment  of  14a.  2k.  4i%,  was  made  to  the  ti*u:stees 
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iiiitlcr  the  Forebridge  iiiclosurc,  al)oiit  the  year  1805,  which 
was  exdiauged,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  for  other  land, 
the  property  of  Sir  George  Jcniyiijjham,  in  the  parish  of 
Castle  Church,  adjoining  to  other  part  of  tlio  school  estate^ 
consistrng  of  the  followiug  parcels : — 

A,  R.  r.  £  8.  D. 

3  2    2:5  f  Let  to  Thomas  l\'\rtri(lc:o,  as  truant  from  ^    89  0  0 
2   3    21)  i         your  to  year,  ut  a  rcut  of.   j 

4  0  3o(  ^'^^       Benjamin  Rogers,  from  year  to  )    13  0  0 

I        year,  at   j    i*>  u  u 

Til*  tenant  bm  «spend«d  a  great  deal  ol  iiumej  In 
impraiing  ibis  laiid. 

16  0  8 

This  last  parcel  was  lield  by  Joslraa  Drewry,  at  272.  a  year; 
but  on  his  becoming  bankrupt  a  few  years  ago,  the  Uaid  was 
pat  up  to  auction;  on  that  occasion,  one  William  Wright  waa 
the  best  bidder,  but  afterwards  declined  to  complete  the  bar- 
gain, and  it  was  settled  that  Mr.  Fowko  should  have  the  land, 
ui  21^.  from  Latly-day^  1820.  Mr.  Fowko  is  an  alderman^  and 
consequently  a  trustee  j  bui  we  have  no  reason  to  tliiuk  that 
tiiis,  or  cither  of  the  parcels,  is  underlet. 

Of  the  rest  of  the  items  mentioned  in  the  old  rental,  we 
can  obtain  no  very  distinct  account.  It  has  been  supposed, 
that  the  tithes  of  some  of  the  crofts  belonging  to  the  school 
trust,  and  particularly  the  Black  Butts,  had  been  included  in  a 
grant  made  by  the  corporation,  in  1705,  of  certain  tithes  to 
trustees  for  William  Fowler,  now  vested  in  Earl  Talbot  (of 
which  wo  shall  speak  further  under  the  head  of  Queen  Eliza- 
beth's grant).  We  find  the  grant  of  1705,  comprised  the  tithes 
''of  that  part  of  the  Foregate  field,  called  the  crofts,  being 
uninclosed,  extending  all  along  on  the  west  side  of  the  inclosed 
crofts  in  the  Foregate,  and  adjoining  all  along  from  the  Crooked 
Bri^re  downwards,  towards  the  town  of  Stafford,  by  the  lord- 
ship of  Goton,  on  the  east  side.''  This  description  does  not 
appear  to  us  necessarily  to  interfere  with  that  of  the  tithes 
contained  in  King  Edward's  charter.  The  Black  Butts  are  not 
mentioned  in  the  grant ;  but  we  are  told,  that  on  occasion  of 
the  inclosure  above-mentioned,  Lord  Talbot's  steward  produced 
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ft  plan  of  the  titlieable  lands  comprise*!  in  the  grant,  which  iu- 
t  luJt  (1  certain  crofts  on  the  east  of  Forogate-street,  8iipi)<)sed 
to  liave  been  the  same  as*  the  Black  Butts,  and  it  is  supposed  to 
have  been  in  respect  of  these  that  an  allotment  was  made  to 
Lord  Talbot  of  1a.  &  XOp.  in  lien  of  the  tithes  of  lands  called 
the  crofts.  We  have  not,  however,  been  able  to  fix  any  thing 
with  certainty  respecting  this  land. 

In  the  minister's  accounts  of  the  possessions  of  the  late 
college  of  Stafford^  of  the  2d  year  of  Edward  YT.  there  is 
mentioned^  ''The  farm  of  ail  maimer  the  tithes  of  Foriatt 
Field  and  Lamberootts,  and  the  tithes  of  one  parcel  of  the 
High-street,  in  Stafford^  52/'  which  seems  co-eztensire  with 
the  description  in  the  charter;  and  also,  ''the  portion  to  the 
prebend  of  Marston,  in  Paschal  tilSies,  called  the  Easter  BoU, 
of  the  collocate  church  of  Stafford,  extending  in  the  book  of 
survoT,  one  year  witli  another,  to  208,;"  but^notliincr  further 
corresponding  with  tho  entry  in  the  old  rental.  KutLinor  is 
now  received  which  appears  to  agree  witli  the  latter  entry  in 
the  minister's  accounts.  There  are  received  some  small  pay- 
ments for  titliesj  amounting  to  1/.  IGj^.  a  vcaT\  ;nitl  lo.s.  for 
chief  rents  out  of  houses  in  Stafibrd,  which  may  include  the 

8d.  mentioned  in  the  rental. 

2. — Tlie  lands,  &c.  formerly  belonging  to  the  free  chapel 
or  ho^ital  of  St.  John. 

Soon  after  the  king's  grant,  a  claim  was  made  to  tliis  por- 
tion of  the  property  granted  thereby,  by  Heniy  Lord  Stafford, 
and  a  litigation  ensued,  which  terminated  in  a  compromise, 
whereby  the  corporation  in  the  2d  Eliz.  granted  tiiese  londa 
and  tenements  to  lord  Stafford  in  fee  farm,  at  the  rent  of 
9L  14«.  A  suit  was  afterwards  institated  in  the  oonrt  of 
Chancery  by  John  Browne,  master;  and  John  Way te,  nsher, 
of  the  grammar  school,  against  the  bnrgeeses  of  Staflbrd,  and 
others,  for  tho  recovery  of  these  lands,  and  for  the  obtaining 
the  full  benefit  of  tho  other  property  of  the  school,  which  ap- 
pears to  have  been  iinjjropeily  leased,  or  otherwise  disposed  of 
by  tho  tnistees ;  and,  by  a  decree  made  in  tho  cause  on  the  1st 
June,  loth  James  I.  it  was  ordered,  as  to  the  other  property, 
that  it  should  be  employed  wholly  and  entirely  to  the  utter- 
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most  yearly  value  for  tlic  LoiicliL  of  the  school;  and  as  lo  ihe 
lauds  and  tenenionts  furincrly  V)elonging  to  the  free  chnjK'l  or 
hospital  of  St.  John,  that.  ;i  commission  should  i.ssne  to  the 
bishop  of  Coventry  and  Litchtield,  and  others,  to  lind  out  the 
true  value  of  tlie  said  lands,  and  take  orders  with  tiie  posses- 
sors thereof^  defendants  in  the  suit,  (claiming  the  same,  some 
by  fines  with  prodamations  and  other  assurances,  some  by 
descent,  and  several  by  conveyances  at  the-  third  and  fourth 
hand|)  for  the  increase  of  a  competent  sum,  to  be  paid  yearly 
out  of  the  same,  for  the  maintenance  of  ihe  said  school. 

The  commissioners,  on  the  17th  Aprils  1612,  certified,  that 
the  said  lands  were  of  the  yearly  value  of  £80.,  and  proceeded 
to  set  forth  the  several  holdings^  17  in  number,  with  tbe  respec- 
tive annual  values  of  each,  the  sums  then  paid  for  the  same,  and 
the  increased  payments  which  the  commislsioners  proposed  to 
be  made  for  each,  towards  the  maintenance  of  the  school, 
amounting  in  the  whole  to  i-21  I'y.  lUd.  And  they  recom- 
mended that  the  said  messuages  and  lands  so  charged,  should  be 
decreed  to  the  possessors  thereof,  according  to  their  several 
titles,  charged  with  the  said  payments ;  that  hy  that  precedent, 
future  times  might  not,  in  the  person  of  any  schoolmaster  or 
usher,  by  any  course  of  law  or  equity,  call  upon  any  of  them,  or 
their  heirs,  to  increase  the  allowances  to  the  schoolmaster  and 
nsher  above  the  charge  ordered  by  that  decree.  The  lord  chan* 
coUor  confirmed  the  certificate,  and  decreed  accordingly. 

The  sums  thus  decreed  are  now  paid  by  the  respective 
owners  of  the  several  premises,  with  the  exception  of  58.  decreed 
to  be  paid  for  a  piece  of  land  in  the  Green  field,  which  is  now 
lost  in  consequence  of  the  indosure  of  that  field,  and  of  a  sum 
of  6s.  8d.  which  the  commissioners  found  to  be  tho  amount 
annually  paid  for  certain  chief  rents  and  obits  in  Stafford  and 
Forebridge,  and  which  they  directed  to  be  continued.  The 
corporation  who  used  to  make  this  pu}'ment,  have  for  some  time 
discontinued  it,  considering  that  they  have  more  than  compen- 
sated for  it,  by  the  sums  they  have  laid  out  in  repairijig  and 
re-building  the  sehool-hou^e. 

Though  it  may  not  be  very  easy  at  present  to  discover  the 
pi  iueiple  of  this  decree,  yet  after  so  great  a  lapse  of  time,  oud 
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iu  ignorance  of  the  circtunstances  which  nuiy  have  influenced 
the  decision,  it  would  bo  impossible  now  to  endeavour  to 
impeach  its  propriefy,  or  to  shake  the  title  of  persons  who  have 
acquired  the  property  apon  the  faith  of  it. 

3. — The  lands,  &c.  formerly  belonging  to  the  free  chapel 
of  St.  Leonard. 

It  is  dillicult  now  to  identify  this  pro]icrt  y,  in  which  great 
alterations  have  taken  place  from  inclosuies  and  exchanges. 
The  charity,  however,  seems  to  have  lost  nothing  by  these 
alterations.  From  a  survey  taken  in  1717,  it  appears  that  this 
portion  of  the  school  property  then  continued,  54a.  1r.  25p. 
Its  quantity  is  now  62a.  2b.  14p. 

The  particulars  are  as  follows ^ 


A, 

IS 


1 


r 


i  1  i; 


Allen's  leasow,  C!ravcl-pit  Icasow,  and  three  mcadoWB  aft 
Spit;i!  fii  1  )k.  let  to  Benjamin  llc^gers  for  14  years, 
from  Liiti) -day  1821 ;  rent  


Brooks's  leasow,  let  to  William  Fowkc  lor  2i  >ears,  froii 
Jjady-day,  1819,  dctcnninahle      eitfaflr  party  at  10 
or  17  years,  on  six  months'  notioe 


Tbl«  Mureel  was  uciiuired  on  the  inolosore  of  Green-AeM  in 


trustee. 


Uaa  of  the  open  tend  Uiara,  belongiaff  to  thf 
Wfl  hxn  alrMdy  notioed  tfa«t  Mr.  Fowke  i»  • 


1 
2 
1 


2 
1 


f  ij  Duisf  )  fii  Id,  let  to  William  Pagg,  aa  yearly  tenaait. 


2;i 
33 


3 

2 

0 

5 

3 

SI 

10 

1 

u 

s 

1 

2 

4 

3 

0 

13 

1 

IS 

Diuin's  acre,  aiul 

Part  of  Grceiilieid,  let  to  Dr.  Xniglit,  under  an  order 
for  a  lease  for  26  years,  from  Lady-day,  1818 :  but  no 
lease  lias  been  executed.  (T)r.  Knight  is  an  AUennaii, 

and  consequently  a  trustw)  

Part  of  Greenlield,  let  to  Thomas  Morgan  (also  a  trus- 
tee), for  U  yean,  from  Lady-day,  1818  

Giapel  leasow  (at  Spital),  let  to  Thomaa  Partridge  for 

14  years,  from  Lady-day,  ISIS  

Gorsiy  Icaaows^  held  by  John  Lowe,  as  assignee  of  a 
lease  granted  to  Richiurd  Uodgkiu,  lor  21  years,  from 
Lady-day,  1807  IZTT,  \  

Land-tax  redeemed  thereon   


02  2  111 


The  Slang  (at  Si)it:iT),  ]i-t  to  James  Tumock,  (a  trustee^) 

for  21  J  ears,  from  J.ady-day,  1S07  


£    S.  D. 


3S  0  0 


81  0  0 


1010  0 


16  0  0 


U  0  0 

2S  0  0 


4010 
1  3 


I'r'-viMiMly  to    Mil  Ijii-  IiniiH  tlii<  IiukI  wh^  lield  M 

f'li-  I  it.  a  yi'jir.    Ujrl><M-  lin<  ^'ivt-rj  imiico  lo  <juiu 

Land  at  CoppcnhaU,  let  Lu  Johu  Blackbaud,  as  yearly 
taumt  ,  „  


13 
28 


0 
0 


0 
8 

0 
0 


80  0  0 

£240  3  S 
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The  land  at  Ooppenhall  was  received  from  John  Lyceit>  in 
exchange  for  4k.  1b.  d2p.  part  of  the  Greenfield^  called  the 
Wheatfield^  and  Bome  other  small  parcels,  for  the  pntpose  of 
makmg  a  road.  The  exchange  was  made  nnder  the  powers  of 
the  Forebridge  inclosare  act,  and  carried  into  eifect  hj  inden- 
tore,  mado  the  2nd  April,  1814. 

Upon  this  deed  is  endorsed  a  memorandum,  signed  by  Mr. 
Ilcnry  liowiuan,  the  commissioner  for  the  inclosui'O,  wliose 
consent  was,  by  tlie  provisions  of  the  act,  necessary  to  make 
the  tmnfaction  vahd,  certifying  that  tlie  great  tithes  of  the  said 
piece  of  hind,  calletl  the  Whcntfiehl,  were  not  intended  to  bo 
given  in  exchange  to  Lycett,  but  to  be  excepted  out  of  the 
oonTeyancOj  and  to  remain  the  exclusive  property  of  the  mayor 
and  burgesses.  The  tithe  of  the  Wheatfield  is  valued  at 
£1  5s,  6d.j  bat  nothing  has  hitherto  been  received  therefrom. 

We  have  adverfced  to  some  of  these  lands  being  let  to  mem- 
bers  of  Uie  corporation,  being  tmstees,  a  practice  not  to  be 
commended.  Mach  misconduct  is  stated  to  have  taken  place 
formerly  in  this  respect,  beneficial  leases  being  held  by  several 
of  the  corporation ;  bat  no  sach  complaint  now  exists,  nor  have 
we  reason  to  think  any  of  the  lands  are  nnderlet. 

n. — ^Undeb  Robert  Lees's  Will. 
The  following  annual  rents  constitute  all  that  is  now  received 


from  this  source  >^ 

£  8.  d. 

For  a  house  in  the  Foregatc,  occupied  by  the  Friendly  Society   0  13  G 

For  a  house  and  ^rdnn  at  the  Green,  held  by  J.  L.  Piirkcr  „,,,   0   5  0 

For  a  house  and  garden  at  the  Green,  held  by  ilenry  Wright   118 


2  0  3 


In  the  rental  of  1612^  the  tenancies  of  Lees's  land  are  stated 
as  follows 

£  8.  d. 

IlobtTt  Bath,  for  Lees's  land  iu  Porebridgc    1   6  8 

John  Babb,  for  a  t^aemcut  iu  l  oregute    0  13  6 

John  WaiUcer,  tenant  to  Bndbiirie,  for  Lees's  bmd  in  the  Foregate  ...  0  18  6 

In  a  subsequent  reiual  of  1736,  the  first  of  tlwae  parcels  is 
divided  into  two  houses  and  gardens,  hold,  the  one  for  bs,,  and 
the  other  for  11  1h.  8c1.  ;  the  two  other  payments,  of  13s.  (3d. 
each^  for  land  in  the  i^'oregatc^  remaining  the  same. 
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One  of  these  rents  of  139.  Gd.  has  been  Biuce  lost,  by  wliat 
means  we  h&ve  not  been  able  to  discover.  The  other  payments 
remain  now  in  amount  what  they  were  in  1G12,  the  occupiers 
of  the  respective  premises  claiming  tlicm  as  their  own  property, 
subject  only  to  these  payments,  as  fee-farm  rents. 

The  rental  of  1612  appears  to  have  b^en  made  out  with 
much  care,  and  most  probably  contained  all  that  could  then  be 
ascertained  as  belonging  to  Lees's  devise*  Whether  the 
parcels  from  which  the  rents  are  now  paid,  comprise  all  that 
they  did  in  1612,  it  is  perhaps  impossible  now  to  make  out. 
Such  as  they  can  be  ascertained  to  be,  it  should  sccni,  accord- 
ing to  the  tenns  of  Lees's  will,  that  the  charity  is  entitled  to 
the  whole  of  the  improved  rents  of  them  ;  but  after  the  la]iso  of 
more  than  two  centuries,  without  any  variatiVtn  in  the  payments, 
an  attempt  to  force  such  daim,  would  probably  be  unavailing. 

III. — Under  Qceen  Elizabeth's  Gkant. 

The  annual  sum  of  £4  5s.  is  paid  by  tho  corporation,  as 
trustees  under  the  Queen's  grant,  to  the  head  schoolmaster, 
who  at  present  brings  it  into  the  general  account  of  the  school 
income.  Asmiming  this  to  be  properly  a  part  of  the  possessions 
of  the  grammar  school,  a  question  may  arise,  whether  the 
schoolmaster  is  not  entitled  io  <m  inereaae  this  ^myment,  pro- 
portioned to  the  improved  revenue  of  Wb  property  derived  from 
the  queen's  grant.  We  shall  advert  to  this  more  particularly 
in  our  account  of  tliat  trust. 

The  summary  of  the  revenue  of  the  grammar  school  is  as 
follows ; — 

£  8.  d. 

BentB  of  the  allof  incuts,  in  lieu  of  tithes   60  0  0 

Decmsd  rents  of  tbc  land*  and  tepeawtttabelmiging  to  Uie  free  ch^>el  gQ  fi 
of  ^t.  John  ,  ,..«..„,..  

Bents  of  the  lands  and  tenementa  beloDgng  to  the  free  chapel  of  Bt.  q^q  ^  g 

Leonard  •  *...«*  

Chief  rents   0  13  0 

Tithes  of  rorcgatc-atreet*  ,„„..   1  16  0 

Bents  of  Lees's  land   2  0  2 

Annuity  under  Queen  Llizabetli'b  grunt   4  5  0 

335  13  0 

*  It  might  be  advisable  to  have  these  tithes  valued)  (hej  have  long  continued 
at  the  same  sum,  and  are  thought  to  be  too  low. 
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The  rents  are  reoeiyed  by  a  school  warden^  appointed  by  the 
ooiporation ;  and  the  whole  inoome  is  apportioned  between  the 
master  and  the  osher^  in  the  proportion  of  two-thirds  to  the 
former^  and  one-third  to  the  latter. 

The  school-honse  formerly  stood  in  St.  Mar3r's  Ghorch-yard; 
but  the  corporntion  took  it  down  several  years  ago,  for  the 
purpose  of  uulaigiDg'  the  church-yard  ;  and  built  the  present 
school  in  another  part  of  the  town.  JSo  part  of  this  expense 
was  cliarccfl  to  the  school  fund. 

Tlie  buildin<^  consists  of  two  scliool-rooms,  in  which  distinct 
schools  are  kept,  one  by  the  head  master,  and  the  other  by  the 
usher;  classical  instruction  is  given  in  the  head  master's 
school,  to  as  many  s<  holars  as  wish  to  receive  it;  and  he  has 
other  free  scholars^  who  are  only  taught  to  read  the  Engb'sh 
Bible.  All  the  boys  in  this  school  go  to  the  usher's  school 
to  learn  writing.  At  the  time  of  onr  examination^  there  were 
in  the  high  school,  about  15  classical  scholars,  uid  as  many 
English  scholars.  In  the  usher's  school  are  taught,  EugUsh 
grammar,  reading,  writing,  and  accounts;  Latin  has  occa- 
sionally  been  taught  in  this  school,  and  would  be,  if  required; 
but  the  usher  genei-ally  sends  such  boys  as  wish  to  receive  classi- 
cal instruction,  to  the  high  school.  There  w  ere  in  the  usher's 
school  about  70  boys.    Both  master  and  u:,her  arc  clergymen. 

The  school  is  open  to  tlie  children  of  all  persons  resident  in 
the  borough  of  Stafford,  who  apply  for  admission  to  whichever 
master  they  choose.  No  qualihcatiou  is  required,  but  that  the 
boy  should  be  able  to  read  in  the  Kew  Testament.  The  instruc- 
tion is  entirely  gratuitous. 

An  annuity  of  €5  6s.  8d.  given  to  four  poor  scholars,  by  the 
will  of  the  Key.  Bobert  Sutton,  (which  will  be  more  fully 
adyerted  to  hereafter),  and  charged  upon  two  houses  in  Staf- 
ford, the  property  of  Mr.  Bichard  Beech,  is  regularly  receiyed, 
and  giyenin  equal  sums  of  £1  6s.  8d.,to  four  poor  boys  attend- 
ing the  head  master's  school,  appointed  by  the  mayor,  the  rector, 
and  the  head  schoolmast^.  It  is  generally  given  to  the 
EngUsh  scholars,  as  being  those  most  in  want  of  it,  and  is 
enjoyed  by  them  as  long  as  they  remain  in  tlie  school. 

We  camiot  but  observe,  that  this  school  maintains  but  to  an 
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ineonskbfable  extent  the  clmracter  of  u  grammar  scliool,  given 

it  by  its  founder;  nor  under  tlie  present  luixi'tl  mode  of  in.struc- 
tion  pursued  m  iij  doc4>  it  seem  likely  to  aLtaiu  a  higher  reputa- 
tion in  that  respect. 


qmm  BLIZABjbiXH'S  GRA^T. 

By  letters  patent  of  Qacen  Elizabeth,  dated  1  I  tli  December, 
in  the  14th  rear  of  her  reign,  after  reciting,  that  tlie  principal 
church  in  the  town  of  Stafford,  in  tlie  county  of  Stafford, 
commonly  called  the  High  Church,  or  tlio  chtirch  of  the  Blessed 
Mary,  in  Stafford  aforesaid,  was  aforetime  annexed  to  a  certain 
college,  called  the  College  of  Stafford,  which,  by  virtue  of  an 
Act  of  Parliament  passed  in  the  lat  jear  of  King  Edward  VI. 
was  dissolved,  and  with  the  lands,  tenements,  honses,  bnildings, 
prebends,  tithes  (and  other  hereditaments)  thereto  belonging, 
and  the  appurtenances,  came  into  tlie  hands  of  the  said  king; 
and  that,  after  the  dissolntion  of  the  said  college,  there  had 
been  annually  paid,  out  of  her  majesty's  rents  in  the  said 
county,  the  sum  of  16^  to  the  hands  of  one  rector,  priest  or 
minister,  within  the  church  aforesaid,  performing  divine  ser- 
vice; and  S/.  towardis  the  mamtenance  of  a  curate  or  iniuister, 
likewise  in  the  same  church  officiating;  aud  41.  bs.  to  one 
schoolmaster  in  the  .said  town,  instructing  boys  and  youtli  ; 
and  SI,  to  the  curate  or  minister  officiating  in  the  church  of 
Marston,  in  the  said  county:  Aud  reciting,  that  her  majesty 
was  inibrmed  by  the  burgesses  of  Stafford,  that  by  defect  of 
due  payment  of  the  several  sums  aforesaid,  and  chiefly,  for  that 
the  said  several  sums  of  10/.  and  8/.  payable  for  the  stipends 
of  the  rector  and  curate  in  the  aforesaid  church  of  Stafford, 
were  insufficient  in  that  behalf  for  their  maintenance  and 
stipend,  by  reason  whereof  divine  service  had  not  been  per- 
fbrmed,  nor  instruction  in  divine  things  given  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  said  town,  for  a  long  time ;  and  that  she  was  also 
informed,  that  from  the  aforesaid  college,  or  the  othor  lands, 
tenements,  tithes  and  hereditaments,  and  other  profits  there- 
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unto  belonging  (exdoaiTe  of  the  several  sums  aforesaid),  there 
was  only  paid  into  ber  majestT'B  bandSi  annnaliy,  4^.  17««  lOd* 
and  no  more ;  the  said  qneen^  therefore,  in  oonsidera^n  of  tiie 
premises,  and  willing  that  one  rector  and  parson^  fit  for  the 
performance  of  divine  service  in  the  church  of  Stafford  afore- 
said, and  for  the  instruction  of  the  inhabitants  and  people 
resorting  thereto,  should  at  all  future  times  continue,  and  lliat 
she  the  said  queen,  and  her  heirs  and  successors,  should  for 
ever  bo  exonerated  from  the  yaid  several  payments,  as  well  as 
from  the  repairs  of  the  cluircli,  at  the  request  of  the  aforesaid 
burgesses  of  the  said  town,  and  of  one  Hol)ert  Sutt^jn,  clerk, 
then  officiating  in  the  said  church,  did  grant  to  the  burgesses 
of  the  town  of  St^tford  aforesaid,  and  to  their  successors,  that 
the  church  of  the  town  of  Stafford  aforesaid,  should  for  ever 
be  the  j)arlsli  eliurch  of  the  Blessed  Mary  of  the  town  of 
Stafford,  and  by  the  same  name  should  be  called,  and  the  same 
church  to  be  the  pariah  church  at  all  future  times,  the  said 
queen  did,  by  those  presents,  create,  erect  and  establish,  and 
the  aforesaid  Robert  Sutton  fmodoj  *  rector  from  thence* 
forth,  and  successors  from  thenceforth,  for  ever,  to  continue, 
and  to  be  presented  by  the  said  queen,  her  heirs  and  suc- 
cessors, as  often  as  there  should  be  a  vacancy,  did  likewise 
create,  erect  and  establish ;  and  for  the  greater  security,  en- 
doNVTuent,  maintenance  and  salary  of  the  rector  and  curate  of 
the  said  church,  and  for  the  perpetual  paymeut  of  the  other 
sums  to  the  aforesaid  schoolmaster,  and  to  the  curate  or 
minister  of  the  church  of  Marston  aforesaid,  and  to  their 
successors  for  ever ;  and  that  the  said  queen  might  be  exone- 
rated therefrom,  the  said  queen  did  give  and  grant  to  the 
aforesaid  burgesses,  and  to  their  successors,  the  burgesses 
ministers  (burgensihus  nn}iwtri4^J  in  the  town  of  Stafiord  afore- 
said, all  the  aforesaid  late  college,  and  all  and  singular  her 
prebends  of  Coton,  Marston,  and  Salt,  with  their  rights,  mem- 
bers and  appurtenances  whatsoever,  in  the  said  county  of 
Stafford,  and  all  messuages,  houses,  edifices,  glebe  lands,  and 
all  and  singular  the  tithes  of  herbage,  blade,  grain,  liay,  and 
her  other  tithes  whatsoever,  and  likewise  oblations,  obventious. 


*  The  introduciion  of  this  word  is  somewhat  obscare. 
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fruits,  profits,  lands,  tenements,  meadows,  feedings,  pastures, 
commons,  rents,  reversions^  aad  other  her  hereditaments  what, 
soever,  with  all  their  appurtenances,  in  Stafford,  Coton,  Mar. 
ston,  Salt,  Kudgely,  or  elsewhere,  witliln  the  suid  county  of 
Stafford,  to  the  late  college  and  prebend  aforesaid  belonging  or 
in  anywise  appertaining,  and  all  the  lands  and  tenements,  with 
iheir  appurtenances,  in  Stafford  aforesaid,  of  the  annual  value 
of  20s.  then  in  the  tenure  or  occupation  of  the  boigesses  and 
inhabitants  of  the  town  aforesaid  theretofore  assigned,  in 
augmentation  of  the  support  of  a  priest  in  the  church  of 
Stafford  aforesaid;  and  a  certain  annual  rent  of  21  pence, 
issuing  out  of  a  certain  house  in  Rudgelcy  aforesaid,  called  the 
Swan;  and  one  other  aunual  rent  of  21  pence,  issuing  out  of 
one  other  niessua<>;o  in  Rudgeley  aforesaul^  ilita  or  then  hitely 
ill  ilie  tenure  or  occupation  of  John  Lee;  and  one  other  annual 
rent  of  2 1  pence,  issuing  out  of  one  other  messuage  in  Rudge- 
ley aforesaid,  then  or  then  lately  in  tlie  occupation  of  Anthony 
Gibson  ;  and  one  other  annual  rent  of  3s,  issuing  out  of  ono 
messuage  in  East  (iate  Street,  in  the  town  of  Stattord  aforesaid; 
and  one  other  annual  rent  of  20  pence,  issuing  out  of  ono  other 
messuage  in  Stafford  aforesaid,  then  or  then  lately  in  the 
tenure  or  occupation  of  William  Lane,  and  the  reversion  &c. 
rents  and  profits,  &c. ;  and  all  and  singidar  the  woods,  under- 
woods, and  trees  whatsoever,  of  all  and  singpilar  the  premises, 
and  of  eveiy  part  and  parcel  thereof,  to  hold  the  whole  afore- 
said late  college,  and  aU  the  aforesaid  prebends,  tithes,  obht- 
tions,  obventtons,  fruits  and  profits,  lands,  tenements,  rents, 
reversions,  services,  and  all  other  and  singular  the  premises, 
with  their  appurtenances,  to  the  aforesaid  burgesses  and  their 
Bucoessors,  for  ever,  to  the  intent,  use  and  purpose,  that  they 
and  their  Buocessors,  annually,  for  ever,  should  pay  to  the  afore- 
said rector  of  the  church  aforesaid,  and  to  his  successors  for 
the  time  being,  tlie  aforesaid  £16;  and  to  a  curate  or  under- 
inini.ster  in  the  same  chuich  serving  and  adnn'nistcring,  annu- 
ally, €8;  and,  annually,  to  the  curate  or  minister  of  the  ehurcli 
of  Marston  aforesaid,  and  his  successors,  for  ever,  £8 ;  and  to 
one  schooimaster  or  pedagogue  in  Stafford  aforesaid,  annually, 
for  ever,  £4  5s.  j  and  farther,  to  distribute  and  lay  oat  the 
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othor  profit*'  find  anmiul  rents  and  rovei'sinna  of  all  and  singular 
the  premisi  s  issiiinrr  and  remaining,  over  and  above  the  afore- 
said scveml  simiis  ami  charges,  in  and  npon  the  re]iairs  of  the 
ehnreh  and  chancel  of  Stattbrd  aforesaid,  and  other  good  and 
charitable  works  within  the  town  of  Stafford  aforesaid,  accord- 
ing to  the  diflcretioii  of  the  said  burgesses  and  tlieir  sucoesBors, 
for  ever. 

From  tlie  minister's  accounts  of  the  2iid  year  of  Edward 
VI.  it  appears^  that  the  lands  and  poasesaions  in  the  connfy  of 
Stafford^  belonging  to  the  late  ooUege  of  Stafford,  with  the 
prebenda  of  the  same,  indaded  other  premises  than  i&ose 
whioh  passed  by  the  grant  of  queen  Elisabeth,  the  whole 
reyenne  being  £95  ISs.  Xld.  a  sum  far  exceeding  the  amomt 
set  forth  in  the  grant,  which  is  only  £41  28.  lOd.  We  have 
seen  that  part  of  the  tithes  of  the  prebend  of  Marston,  and 
also  oilier  of  the  possessions  of  the  college  were  comprised  in 
the  gi.uit  of  Edward  YI.  to  the  granmiar-school,  and  other 
part,  formerly  possessed  by  the  dean  of  the  college,  appears  to 
have  been  granted  by  the  same  king  to  lord  Stafford. 

The  property  now  enjoyed  by  the  corporation,  under  Uio 
queen^s  grant,  is  as  follows : 

I. — The  tithes  of  Marston  and  the  Port  fields.  Soon  after 
the  grant,  by  deed,  dated  the  20th  March,  1  1th  Elizabeth,  the 
corporation  sold  the  prebend  of  Marston  to  William  (or  Walter) 
Cradock,  subject  to  an  annual  payment  of  £8  to  the  corate  of 
Marston. 

By  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  dated  the  6th  and  7th 
Januaiy  1699,  the  said  prebend  was  conveyed,  in  consideration 
of  £240  by  George  Gholmondeley  and  others,  deriving  it  from 
Cradock,  to  Humphrey  Perye  and  Joseph  Doody  (who  were 
trustees  for  the  corporation),  their  heirs  and  assigns ;  and  on 
the  18th  Jidy  1722,  the  heir  of  Perye,  the  sim  iving  trustee, 
released  the  same  to  the  mayor  and  burgesses,  and  their  suc- 
cessors. We  have  not  been  able  to  find  any  of  the  aboTe- 
mentioned  deeds,  or  to  jiscertain  tlie  circumstances  under  which 
those  transactions  took  place.  The  existence  and  import  of 
the  deeds  is  verified  by  ancient  lists  of  documents  passed  from 
one  mayor  to  another,  and  from  short  abstracts  in  the  posses- 
sion of  different  persons  coxmected  with  the  corporation. 
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Since  the  reconveyance  of  this  property,  as  abore-men- 
tioned,  the  coi^poration  have  considered  it  as  their  own,  pur- 
chased with  the  coi-porato  funds,  and  held  by  them  discharged 
of  the  trusts  of  the  queen's  grant,  except  as  to  the  reserved 
payment  of  £8  to  the  curate  of  Marston;  and  the  income 
thereof,  consisting  of  the  tithes  of  Marston  (a  to\m8hip  in  the 
parish  of  St,  Mary,  Stafford),  and  of  certiiin  fields,  called  Port 
iieldsi,  m  the  said  paiish^  and  of  the  rent  of  an  allotment  in  the 
Foregate  field,  made  on  the  inclosure  of  the  Foregate  field  and 
Port  fields,  in  1807,  in  lieu  of  the  tithe  of  the  latter,  has  been 
accordingly  carried  to  the  general  corporation  account* 

It  18  difficult  to  conceive  upon  what  principle  the  corporation 
hare  oome  to  this  oonclnsion.  Having  otiginaUy  reodved  this 
property  from  the  queen,  npon  the  trusts  expressed  in  her 
grant,  and  having  thereforo  both  sold  and  le-pniohased  it,  with 
foil  knowledge  of  the  tmsts  charged  npon  it,  it  appem  to  ns 
vnqnestioiiable,  that  they  hold  it  subject  to  those  tmsts,  and 
that  it  is  still  as  mooli  and  as  exdnsively  a  part  of  the  trust 
property  as  any  other  of  the  premises  conveyed  by  the  grant. 

The  composition  paid  for  these  tithes  is  settled  by  an  annu^ 
valuation.  In  the  year  1822,  the  amount  was  £186  lis.  id. ;  but 
the  average  of  the  ten  preceding  years  was  £2-3 5  19s.  Id.  The 
allotraent  in  Foregate  field,  in  lieu  of  the  tithe  of  the  Port  fields, 
which  contained  2a.  3k.  oOr.  is  let  togctlier  with  two  other  small 
allotments*,  made  on  other  accounts  to  the  corporation,  making 
altogether  a  quantity  of  4a.  and  20p.  The  whole  is  held  by 
William  Morris,  as  tenant  from  year  to  year,  at  a  rent  of  £1(5. 

II. — ^The  tithes  of  Coton,  Harberton  and  the  Crofts.  By 
indenture  dated  the  9th  August,  1705,  after  reciting  the  queen's 
grant  of  the  tithes  thereafter  mentioned,  and  the  trusts  thereof, 
the  mayor  and  burgesses,  in  consideration  of  10s.  granted  to 
Christopher  Khode  and  Edward  Ward,  all  the  tithes,  persomd 
and  predisl,  arising  within  the  lordship  or  manor  of  Coton, 
nigh  Stafford,  ''and  within  that  part  of  the  Foregate  field, 
nigh  Stafibrd,  oalled  the  Crofts''  fdescnJbmg  ihemj,  and  also 

*  iVo/«— Via.  2h.  and  lOr.  awarded  to  the  corporation,  as  lord*  of  the  manor, 
and  2n.  20p.  awnrdcd  to  them  out  of  the  residue  ;  a  part  of  the  latter  U  should 
seem  would  belong  to  them  as  on  addition  to  the  tithe  ailotment. 
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all  tlicir  titlics  arising  witiun  the  liberty  of  Harbcrtoii,  other- 
wise Albrightoii,  in  the  said  county;  to  hold  the  same  to  the 
said  £iiode  and  Ward,  their  heirs  andassigiis,  P^^ying  therefore 
the  yearly  rent  of  £51 ;  and  the  mayor  and  burgesses  core- 
nan  ted  to  make  the  several  payments,  and  perform  the  tmsts 
specified  in  the  queen's  grant. 

It  appears  to  us,  that  this  grant,  amounting  to  a  complete 
alienation  of  ihe  trust  propery,  was  such  the  corpomthn  had 
no  right  io  make,  and  that  it  could  not  be  sustained  in  a  court  of 
equity.  What  the  circumstances  attending  the  transaction  were, 
we  are  not  indeed  informed.  It  is  suggeated  that  it  was  part 
of  an  arrangement  made  between  the  corporation  and  one 
William  Fowler  (for  whom  Rode  and  Ward  were  trustees),  for 
extinguishing  certain  controversies  respecting  rights  of  com- 
mon, claimed  by  the  former,  iu  the  open  fields  ol'  the  lordsliip 
of  Coton ;  but  the  only  gi  uujid  wo  find  for  this  .suggestion,  is 
the  circumstance  of  the  grant  bearing  even  date  with  a  lease 
for  99  years,  from  Williani  Fowler  to  trustees  for  the  corpora- 
tion, of  one  of  those  fields  stated  in  tlio  recitals  thereof  U)  liave 
been  made  in  pursuance  of  such  ai*mngement ;  nor,  if  the  fact 
were  so,  do  we  perceive  how  it  could  give  validity  to  the  grant. 

The  interest  which  passed  by  this  grant  became  vested  in 
*  earl  Talbot,  from  whom  the  reserved  rent  of  £51  has  been 
regularly  received,  but  his  lordship  some  time  ago  parted  with 
a  portion  of  these  tithes,  arising  from  certain  lands,  called  the 
Qz  Leasowes,  to  lifr.  William  lycett,  since  deceased,  by  whose 
representatiTes  that  portion  is  now  possessed.  The  present 
annual  tbIuc  of  tiie  tithes,  contained  in  the  grant  of  1705,  is 
estimated  to  be  between  £200  and  £300. 

It  has  been  supposed,  that  the  "  CtoR»"  the  tithe  of  which 
is  included  in  the  above  grant,  were  part  of  the  possessiona 
held  by  the  corporation  as  trustees  for  the  grammar  school. 
We  have  already  stated,  that  wo  do  not  find  sufficient  eviJcuce 
to  establish  this  fact.  In  lieu  of  the  tithe  of  these  crofts,  an 
allotment  has  been  uiiwie  to  the  earl,  on  the  enclosure  of  i'oregate 
fields,  of  1a.  and  1  -U', 

III. — The  tithes  of  Worston,  a  to%vnship  in  the  parish  of 
Chebsey,  formerly  part  of  the  prebend  of  Coton.   These  tithes 
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are  bcUi  hy  Mr.  John  Mihier,  who  is  proprietor  of  all  the  lands 
in  "Wornton,  at  the  annual  rent  of  C5l  18s.  6d.  Previously  to 
1814,  they  had  been  held  by  Mr.  Robert  Eaton,  at  a  rent  of 
£57  Us.  6d.  In  that  year  Mr.  Milner  succeeded  to  the 
property,  and  agreed  to  take  the  tithes  at  a  fixed  rent,  upon  a 
valnatioii  then  inade^  bj  which  the  rent  was  reduced  to  its 
present  amount^  hat  no  lease  ezecnted.  The  rent  appears  to 
be  snfficient* 

lY. — ^The  tithes  of  Sidt  and  Enson^  townships  in  the  parish 
of  St.  Maiy  Stafford.  These  tithes  are  paid  npon  an  annnal 
valnation,  which,  for  the  year  1822,  was  £272  Is.  2d.  The 

average  of  the  ten  preceding  years  was  £253  Ss.  ll|d. 
V. — Glebe  lands  and  allotments. 

1.  — Several  parcels  of  glebe  land  in  the  township  of  Salt, 
containing  together,  10a.  1r.  24r.  are  let  to  George  Martin,  as 
tenant  from  year  to  year,  at  the  annual  rent  of  £21. 

2.  — One  parcel  of  land  in  Salt,  containing  )3a.  and  3k.  is  let 
to  John  Freakley,  also  as  tenant  irom  year  to  year,  at  a  rent  of 
£8  8s. 

8. — ^Another  parcel  containing,  2a.  and  12f.  is  let  together 
with  an  allotment  of  40  acres,  made  to  the  corporation  on  the 
indosore  of  Saltheath  in^the  year  1820,  in  hen* of  tithe,  to 
Walter  Greatbach,  for  21  years  from  Lady-day  1820,  at  the 
jearly  rent  of  £80.  This  allotment,  which  includes  six  acres 
of  pbntations,  is  very  poor  land,  and  the  tenant  has  been  at 
great  expense  in  ealtivating  it.  At  the  time  of  onr  examination, 
it  was  becoming  prodnctiTO,  and  no  doubt  was  entertained,  that 
the  rent,  which  till  then  had  been  in  arrear,  would  be  paid  up 
and  rt  galiii  ly  continued.  The  letting  was  made  on  the  valua- 
tion of  a  snrvevor. 

4.  — A  piece  of  old  in  closure  in  Wliitgreavo,  a  township  in 
the  parish  of  St.  ^tary,  Stafford,  is  held  by  John  Charles,  as 
yearly  tenant,  at  a  rent  of  S.  i. 

5.  — The  corporation  were  possessed,  under  the  queen's 
grant,  of  lands  lying  dispersed  in  the  common  fields  of 
^VTiitgreave,  in  lien  of  which  an  allotment  was  made  upon  the- 
inclosnre  of  those  fields  in  1774,  of  three  parcels  of  land, 
containing,  together,  49a.  1b.  3p.;  one  of  these  parcels,  divided 
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into  two  fields,  and  oontainuig  88a«  In.  IOp.  was  exohanged  m 
1817,  under  tite  provisions  of  an  act  for  inclosing  certain  lands 
in  the  parisli  of  St.  Majy,  Btaffbrd,  witih  Mr.  WilUam 
Haddendch,  for  a  messuage  and  garden  in  St.  Maiy's  choxch- 
jiad,  and  several  parcels  of  ]and  in  Wliitgreave  containing 
17a.  Sb.  80p.  The  messuage  has  smoe  been  taiken  down,  and 
tho  site  thereof  and  garden  laid  into  the  diurchyard.  It  appears 
that  the  object  of  making  this  exchange  was  to  obtain  the 
means  of  enlarging  the  buiial  ground  of  St.  Mary's  parish, 
which  had  become  necessary ;  and  aa  the  transaction,  indepen- 
dently of  its  public  utility,  appears  to  have  been  advantageous 
to  the  trust  estate,  wo  are  not  disposed  to  call  in  question  the 
propriety  of  such  appropriation  of  a  part  of  the  trust  property. 
The  whole  of  the  AVhitgreave  allotments  had,  with  the  piece  of 
old  inclosure  (No  4>.)  been  let  together^  and  produced  a  rent  of 
£80;  the  land  received  in  exchange,  which  was  of  better 
quality,  lets  for  £52  10s. ;  and  the  remainder  of  the  old  allot- 
ments, for  £25 ;  so  that  the  house  and  garden  in  tiie  ohnroh* 
yard  were  almost  wholly  gained  in  valne  to  tlie  trost.  Those 
premises  had  been  purchased  by  Haddersich,  with  ft  view  to 
this  transaction^  for  £800^  and  in  arranging  the  terms  of  the 
ezdhouge,  were  valued  as  follows : — 

€   s.  d. 

The  materials  for  sale   320  1  0 

The  ground  24S  13  0 

Feiiee  walls  Mid  priharUiS  (rtjUmadfliiaeof  for  abaiyhiggromMl)  ...  86  0  0 

£619  13  0 

The  materials,  however,  sold  at  aoction  only  for  £260 
reducing  this  value  to  £589  12s.   This  £260  has  not  been 

invested,  but  has  gone  into  the  general  account,  and  been 
expended  on  the  church,  so  that  there  is  an  apparent  reduction 
in  the  rents  of  JL2  10s.  ;  but  the  additional  burying  ground  is 
itself  a  source  of  considerable  emolument,  from  the  sale  of 
graves  and  vaults. 

Tho  land  received  from  Mr.  Haddersich,  is  held  by  Mr. 
flumes  Reynolds,  under  a  lease  for  21  years  &om  JUady-day 
1618,  at  a  good  rent  of  £52  10s. 
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The  remainder  the  Wiiitgreave  aUotments,  being  11a. 
and  3p.  is  hold  by  Thomas  Dawson,  for  the  like  term,  at  a  rent 
of  £25.  This  land  ia  less  valoable  than  Bejnolds's,  and  the 
rent  seems  sufficient. 

6. — The  executors  of  Thomas  Dudley  pay  for  the  site  of  a 
bam  in  St.  Mary's  ohnrchyard,  on  which  a  house  is  now  bailt^ 
under  a  bnilding  lease  granted  to  Dudley  in  1600  for  99  years, 
at  a  ground  rent  of  15s.  The  old  premises  sre  rtated  to  faava 
been  vesey  minons,  and  that  it  was  necesssiy  to  take  them  dowDj 
and  Dndlej  oovenanted  to  expend  £350  in  erecting  anew  hoose, 
whidi  he  has  done.  The  rent  of  158.  appears  to  have  been 
paid  for  the  premises  for  many  years^  wi&oat  any  yariation. 
Considering  the  lowness  of  the  gronnd-rent^  the  length  of  the 
term  seems  to  haye  been  somewhat  greater  than  necessary. 
Dudley  was  one  of  the  aldermen  when  he  took  this  lease,  but 
the  premi.sL's  liad  been  previouiily  in  his  and  his  fathor^s  pos- 
session for  somo  years. 

There  is  mentioned  in  the  minister's  accounts^  as  part  of  the 
college  property,  the  mansiun  huuse  of  the  priests  of  the  college, 
with  a  garden  and  orchard  adjoining.  ITiis  is  conjectm*ed  to 
have  been  a  l)uilding  now  used  as  a  poor-house^  but  nothing 
can  be  ascertained  concerning  it. 

YI. — There  are  also  payable  from  various  land-holders 
modnses^  or  customary  payments,  indnding  the  rent-charges 
from  two  of  the  liousos  in  Bngeley,  amounting^  in  the  whole,  to 
£7  10s.  Many  of  these  payments  haye  been  in  arrear  for 
serersl  years,  and  some  difficnlty  seems  to  exist  in  collecting 
ihem,  which  will  increase  nnless  they  are  pnmiptly  attended 
to,  in  conseqiience  of  ssles  and  exchanges  which  have  been  made 
in  the  lands  liable  tiiereto.  The  two  rent-charges  from  Bngeley 
have  not  been  reoeiyed,  nor,  as  it  seems  applied  for,  since  the 
year  1798.  The  remaining  rent-charge  from  that  place  has 
been  still  longer  unpaid;  and  of  those  from  two  houses  in 
Stafford^  mentioned  in  the  grant  we  hare  foond  no  trsoe. 

These  payments  are  made  np  of-— 

£  t.  d. 

Various  customttiypftyineiits  for  iiUiei  in  TTUtgraavo    5  6  6 

Ditto  in  ?0  small  •'iims  in  Salt  ...„,,.,.,  «„«,,,  ...»•>•«•••  •   10  0 

for  the  tithe  o£  Worson  miU   0  4  0 

1 
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Forlbetithoof  Yaiktfct   0  16  8 

BoiUhaigwoabimMsmBiiffelqr   „......•.•.•.««*•*•....    0  3  4 

Jb7  10  6 

The  minister's  acLOunts  mention  "  all  manner  of  tithes  of 
^  orson  and  Yarlett,  and  the  tithes  of  one  water-mill  iu 
Worson but  we  do  not  find  anything  more  than  the  above  to 
hare  been  at  any  time  paid  for  Yarlett  and  Woi-son  mill. 

The  total  income  from  the  queen's  grant  in  the  year 
1 R22,  imd  on  the  average  of  the  ten  preceding  years,  was  as 
follows 

ATBiage  of  Ten  pwoediogTeuB. 

B  8.  d. 

  955  9  1 

  61  0  0 

From  18U   61  18  6 

  258  5  111 


1899. 

£  d. 

Marston  fitlwi   186  11  4 

Coton  tithes                        51    0  0 

Worston  tithes                     51  18  6 

Salt  and  Enson  tithes           ^72  1  2 

Glebe  and  allotmeiits,  in) 

eluding  that  in  7oi«-yl68  3  0 

gateField*  ) 

Modiis&  customary  payments  7  10  0 


727  4  0 


137  9  1 
7  10  « 

7^)  0  n 


In  addition  to  this,  occasional  sums  are  received  for  inter- 
ments, vaults,  and  monuments,  in  the  church  and  churchyard. 
The  annual  amount  of  these  has  varied  since  1812,  from  loss  than 
£3  to  above  £5.  The  average  of  the  last  ten  yesrs  is  ill?  18s. 
Other  sums  are  received,  as  fines  for  leases  of  pews  and  seats 
in  the  chnrch.  These  seldom  occnr,  ezc^t  when  alterationB 
and  new  pewings  take  place.  In  1820  and  1821,  when  veiy 
extensive  alterations  were  made  in  the  church,  they  amounted 
to  £489,  Ftevionsly  to  that  time,  only  two  sums  appear  to 
have  been  received  on  1^  aoooimt,  since  1812,  one  of  £7  78. 
and  the  other  of  £43. 

The  corporation  claim  to  receive  these  several  payments 
and  to  exercise  this  power  of  disposal  in  the  church  and 

•  Abtt^A  tnan  pan  of  dM  Foi^gite  Add  aDolaiiiBt  sn>^ 

corporation,  in  their  own  Ti|^k»  and  soma  dednction  shonld  be  mads  in  coaddera- 

tion  thereof,  in  this  ncconnt,  from  tho  rent  of  £16.  But  we  cannot  easily 
ascertain  the  proportion  to  be  so  dednctcd,  nnd  as  the  amoont  is  tmall,  it  leems 
better  to  aroid  a  comphcated  statement  by  disregarding  it  aKogethor  in  taking  the 
aoconnt,  after  tbns  noticing  it. 
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chnrchyard,  as  being  invested  by  the  queen'a  grant  with  all 
rectorial  rights  therein. 

This  ^rroiind  of  claim  may  be  somewhat  questionable.  The 
letters  patent  contain  no  express  g'rant  of  the  rectory,  but  in 
reserving  to  the  crown  the  right  of  presentation  to  the  church, 
the  then  minister,  and  his  sacce&sors  to  be  so  presented,  are 
declared  to  be  rectors  of  the  said  church.  Hence  it  may  be 
ooatendedj  that  the  minister  so  denominated  would  of  coarse  be 
invested  with  all  the  rights  incident  to  his  character  of  rector 
(among  wbioih  is  the  freehold  of  the  duiroh  and  ohiiichjud), 
except  flo  fiir  as  he  was  deprived  of  them  by  the  express  pro- 
visions of  the  grant.  On  the  other  hand,  the  oorporationj  so 
finr  as  appears,  have  always  exercised  those  rights  in  the  instance 
alMve  mentioned,  said  have  dischsrged  the  dnties  inddent  there- 
to in  the  repair  of  the  chancel  (which,  it  is  to  be  observed,  they 
are  directed  by  the  grant  to  repair),  as  well  as  of  the  other 
parts  of  the  fabric.  The  consideration  of  this  question,  how- 
ever, is  scarcely  within  our  province,  which  is  rather  to  examine 
in  what  manner  the  sums  thus  received  are  applied. 

The  rents  and  profit of  the  trust  estate  are  collected  by 
the  chamberlam  of  tlie  corporation^  who  carries  the  Marston 
tithes,  as  we  have  before  mentioned,  to  the  general  cor])oralion 
account.  The  rent  of  the  allotment  in  Foregate  field,  made  in 
tien  of  the  tithe  of  the  Port  fields,  part  of  the  prebend  of 
Marston,  was  also  carried  to  the  same  account ;  bat  since  1812, 
this  rent  has,  by  a  mistake  of  the  chamberlain,  been  carried, 
with  the  rest  of  the  revenues^  including  the  payments  for  peWB, 
vaults,  &o*  to  the  chnrchwarden's  acconnt,  of  which  they  con* 
stitnte  the  whole  receipt. 

Out  of  the  Harston  tithes,  the  payments  directed  by  the 
qoeen's  grant  are  made  to  the  curate  of  Marston,  and  to  the 
school-master. 

The  former  woold  of  coarse  oontmne  nnder  the  reservation, 
in  the  conveyance  to  Oraddock;  bnt  it  does  not  appear  why  the 
corporation  charge  the  latter  payment  against  this  ])ioperty, 
claiuimg  as  tliey  do,  to  hold  it  as  purchasers  for  valuable  con- 
sideration, discharged  of  the  trusts  of  the  grant. 

The  payment  to  the  curate  of  Mui'ston  continued  at  £S  a 
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year^  till  1809»  wlm  it  iras  nued  io  MO  on  ooBdiftioa  of  liis 
perfonning  aerrice  In  the  ehapel  ereiy  Sanday^  inalead  of  once 
a  fortnight^  as  had  been  neoal.  The  praeent  cante  xeoeived 
this  inomeed  sahuy  till  1821.   In  that  year,  an  aUowanoe  of 

10  per  cent  having  been  made  to  all  the  ti^e  tenants^  a  smiilar 

deduction  of  10  per  cent  was  made  finom  the  several  salariea 
paid  out  of  the  Marstou  tithes,  and  the  rest  of  the  trust  estate; 
and  the  curate  being  dissatisfied  with  this^  reliuquii^ed  tho 
additional  salary  and  tlie  additional  duty. 

It  appears,  that  in  the  year  1 726,  a  commission  of  charitable 
uses  was  sued  out  by  WiUiam  Eoyaton^  clerk,  the  then  curate 
of  Marston,  under  which  the  oommiaakmers,  by  decree,  dated 
tlio  18th  May,  ordered,  that  the  curate  of  Marston  ahonld  in 
future  recemj  out  of  the  rente  and  profile  of  the  landa  con- 
tained in  the  qneen^a  grant,  the  yearly  anm  of  £15.  The 
corporation  filed  exoeptiona  to  this  decree ;  and  an  order  was 
made  the  4th  June  1728,  that  if  Boyaton  did  not  pat  in  his 
answer  in  a  fortnight,  the  decree  ahonld  be  disaussed.  We  do 
not  find  that  any  forther  proceeding  took  plaoe. 

The  aminal  sam  of  £4  Ss.  has  been  paid  withont  any  Tana- 
tion,  to  the  head  master  of  the  free  grammar  school.  We  have 
already  noticed,  in  the  account  of  the  grammar  scliool,  that  it 
is  not  distinctly  specified  in  the  queen's  grant,  to  what  particu- 
lar schoolmaster  tliis  sum  shall  })o  paid,  lint  that  it  appears  to 
have  been  paid  to  the  master  of  the  grammar  school,  at  least 
from  the  year  1612. 

There  ia  also  paid  out  of  the  tithes  of  Marston,  £12  a  year 
to  the  poor  people  in  Sir  Martin  Noel's  almshouses  in  Stafford. 

This  is  paid  in  respect  of  four  donations  to  the  poor  of  the 
almahonses  (which  will  be  explained  hereafter),  amounting  with 
A  som  of  £28  advanced  by  the  corporation,  to  £240  which  sum 
was  applied  in  liquidation  of  a  loan  of  money,  borrowed  for 
effecting  the  re-pnrohaae  of  the  Marston  tithes;  and  this  pay- 
ment of  £12  as  the  interest  thereof,  was,  by  two  corporation 
orders  of  the  6th  January,  1699,  and  1st  April  1700,  directed 
to  be  paid  as  a  charge  on  the  tithes. 

it  appears,  that  in  certain  proceedings  in  Chancery,  upon 
an  information  filed  in  1 735  against  the  corporation,  concerning 
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the  maziageaieiit  of  the  several  charities  under  tlicir  disposition, 
the  court,  by  order  made  the  19th  May,  1740,  directed  that  it 
ahould  he  Tefened  to  the  master,  to  mqaire  whether  this  pay- 
ment of  £12  wee  a  proper  eqnivaleiit  for  the  said  donations, 
and  if  80,  to  aee  tiie  same  elfeotna%  secnred  on  the  tithes  of 
•Marstoii* 

J£  the  titiies  of  Marston  were  abeady  appropriated  in  the 
hands  of  the  corporation  to  charitable  oseB,  it  seems  to  us,  that 

this  pajment  of  £12  a  year  was  improperly  charged  upon  them. 
We  conceive,  that  the  corporation  were  bound  to  provide  out 
of  their  own  fmida  the  £240  paid  by  them  in  order  to  recover 
possession  of  the  tnist  property,  which,  for  anything  that 
ap])efir3,  they  ought  never  to  have  ]irii  tc  d  with,  and  that  if  they 
made  use  of  the  funds  of  another  charity  for  the  purpose,  they 
ought  to  compensate  that  charity  out  of  their  own  property, 
not  out  of  the  trust  property  so  recovered.  This  opinion  isnot 
impeaobed  hy  the  decree  of  the  CSonrt  of  Ohanceiy  nl  ore 
mentioned  confirming  the  charge,  for  no  qnestion  was  raised  in 
the  proceedings  in  that  snit  as  to  the  title  of  the  defendants  to 
the  tithes  of  Marston. 

Oat  of  liie  revennes  of  the  rest  of  the  property  derived 
from  the  qneen's  grant,  the  other  payments  directed  by  the 
grant  to  the  rector  and  curate  of  Stafford  are  made. 

The  present  rector  (who  has  been  instituted  little  more  than 
a  year)  receives  £180  a  year,  and  lias  the  use  of  a  very  good 
house,  worth  about  £50  a  year,  provided  for  his  residence  by 
the  corporation,  for  which  he  pays  them  an  acl^nowlodgment  of 
10s.  a  year.  This  house  is  a  substitute  for  one  purc  hased  for 
the  rector  many  years  ago,  from  the  ftmds  of  a  chanty  given 
by  the  Hev.  Thomas  Sutton,  of  which  we  shall  speak  hereafter. 
It  has  been  pnt  into  good  repair,  at  a  considerable  expense,  to 
be  defrayed  out  of  the  trust  fiind. 

The  eorate  of  Stafford  has  a  sakry  of  £120  a  year,  and 
leodyes  the  snrpHce  fees,  whioh  are  estimated  at  £30  a  year 
more.  The  receipt  of  these  fees  by  tiie  curate,  was  in  oonse- 
qnenoe  of  an  arrangement  between  htm  and  the  kte  rector, 
confirmed  by  the  corporation,  in  consequence  of  which,  the 
salary  of  the  rector  was  increased,  and  that  of  the  curate 
diminished. 
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Tke  corporation  consider  themselyes  bound  only  to  pay  the 
BIIIII8  specified  in.  tho  gmat^  and  that  any  additkma  wliu^  they 
make  to  the  salaries,  ace  entirely  at  their  discretion^  as  a-ppH- 
caloons  of  tbeieeidiiej  accordingly,  these  salarieB  haTewied 
ooiiaiderably,  and  have  not  maintained  a  proportion  at  all 
analogous  to  tlie  directions  of  the  grant  (even  taking  into 
aeoonnt  the  ndne  of  the  xeetov^s  hense  and  the  sorplioe  feea). 
At  times  the  salaiy  ci  the  ctnate  has  eqnaUed  that  of  tibe 
rector,  and  even  ezoeeded  it.  In  1812  and  1818^  the  reotoi^s 
sahoy  was  £126,  the  cnxete's  £150;  in  1814,  the  vector's  £168, 
HbB  nuate's  £1&0;  in  1815  and  1816,  the  rector's  £206,  the 
curate's  £150 ;  the  next  year  rector  mm  redoced  £50,  and 
both  contmuBd  at  £150  for  two  years;  in  1819,  the  rector's 
was  i-iOo,  the  curate's  £185,  which  appears  to  have  been  in 
consequence  of  the  alteration  in  the  receipt  of  the  snrpHce  fees 
in  i}u'  hist  bfilt"  }'ear.  In  the  next  year,  1820,  the  salary  of  the 
curnto  was  reduced  to  £120,  the  surplice  fees  for  the  whole 
year  being  received  by  him.    In  this  year  the  late  rector  died. 

The  rest  of  the  revenue,  after  making  some  disbursements 
which  may  be  considered  as  charges  on  the  gross  income,  is 
aprplied  in  repairs  and  improvements  of  the  church  and  church- 
yard, and  occasionally  of  the  trust  estates,  and  to  the  general 
pnzposes  of  the  chnrdiwarden's  aoconnt.  Those  disbursements 
are,  poor's  levies,  amounting,  on  an  ayerage,  to  £26  17s.  6d» 
per  annnm;  expeoaoB  of  Tahnng  the  ti&es,  and  of  entertBin- 
moot  to  the  tenants,  on  an  aTerage  of  five  years,  £11  12s.  lOd. ; 
aUowanoe  to  the  chamberUin  for  keeping  the  books,  £10  lOs. ; 
and  some  smaU  chairges  for  stamps,  <Sbc- 

The  expenditnre  in  the  repairs  of  the  dmrch  and  church, 
yard,  including  the  repairs  of  the  clock  and  chimes,  has  at 
times  been  very  great.  In  1812  and  181  ;3,  in  which  years  an 
extensive  repair  was  done  to  the  roof  of  the  church,  the  expen- 
diture was  £482  lis.  lid.  In  1820  and  1821,  large  expenses 
were  incurred  in  making  very  consideral)le  alterations,  ns  well 
as  repairs^  in  ilic  cliurch,  and  in  (Dnsi  crating  and  adding  the 
new  burjang  ground  to  the  churchyard,  the  amount  of  which 
ah-eady  paid  at  the  time  of  our  examination,  was  £937  17s.  dd. ; 
and  many  of  the  tradesmen's  bills  wm  still  unsettled. 
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We  CMiiioi  but  notice  wluA  appeen  to  oe  a  UemeBble 
inegnkunlj  in  tiie  aooonnts  of  theee  two  yean*  Xlie  chnroii- 
wevden's  eocount  book,  for  both  yeersy  is  regnkrly  made  up 
and  belanoed,  oonteining  on  tlie  debit  side  the  ordinaiy  receipt 

of  rents  and  tithes,  of  varioaa  earns  for  interments,  yanlts,  and 
gravestones,  and  £100  for  the  sale  of  pews;  and  on  the  credit 
Bide,  sums  paid  for  the  repair  of  tlie  church  and  church- 
yard, amounting  to  £299  17s.  Id.  (part  of  the  above  sum  of 
£9f37  13s.  3d.) :  But  it  appears,  that  the  churchwarden  for 
1820,  Mr.  James  Tnniock,  under  whose  direction,  priui  ipally, 
the  works  were  undertaken,  has  a  private  and  unsettled  ac- 
count, not  brought  into  the  churchwarden's  book,  of  monies 
paid  by  him  to  the  tradesmen  employed  therein,  amounting  to 
£638  Os.  2d.  (the  remaindsr  of  the  above  sum  of  £937  13s.  3d.), 
and  of  money  received  hy  him  as  chnrbhwarden^  for  the  sale  of 
pews,  and  of  g^nnd  for  a  vault,  amounting  to  i4lO  lOs,, 
and  of  £200  bonowed  by  him  to  meet  this  ezpenditiira :  and 
we  may  further  obeerTOj  there  ie  dne  from  him  the  earn  of 
£260,  for  the  materials  of  the  honae  in  the  ohnrebyaid^  of 
which  he  wae  the  porchaaer,  and  which  if  brought  into  thia 
acooont,  wonld  as  it  ahonld  eeern^  haye  rendered  Uie  above- 
mentioned  loan  of  £200  nnnecei8BKy«  The  payments  made  by 
Mr,  Tunook  are  chiefly  on  aooonnt^  and  although  the  worln 
are  all  finished,  we  have  not  yet  been  able  to  obtain  from  him  a 
statement  of  the  balances  due. 

Tlie  ordmaiy  disbursements  for  repairs  during  tho  inter- 
mediate years,  between  1813  and  1820,  amounted,  on  the 
average,  to  £47  Ids. 

The  expeniaes  of  the  inrlopiire  of  Salt  Heath,  and  of  fencing, 
draining  and  piantnig  the  allotment,  amounted  in  1819  and  the 
two  following  years,  to  £312  148.  3d.  and  a  further  charge 
was  incurred  for  building  a  bsiok  bam  on  the  aUotment^  of 
£165  12a.  7d. 

A  large  expenditnxe  ako  took  place  in  the  year  182d|  in  the 
repairing  and  fitting  np  a  house  for  the  rector*  This  had  not 
been  brooght  into  account  at  the  time  of  cur  flfwaminaifciim^  aor 
was  its  amomit  asoartained;  but  it  is  sappoied  to  ba  about 
£400. 
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It  may,  perhaps,  be  doubted,  whether  the  application  of  the 
rest  of  the  revenues  to  the  general  purposes  of  the  church- 
warden's account,  is,  in  all  pointSj  strictly  within  the  trusts  of 
the  grant.  Among  the  disbursementSj  comprised  in  that 
account,  are  the  following :  Salary  to  the  organist  £40^  and 
£5  5s.  for  teaching  the  choriaters  to  sing;  £2  128.  to  the  organ 
blower;  tlie  organ  itself,  was,  at  a  former  period,  pnroiiased 
from  the  general  corpoxation  fimd,  at  the  cost  of  abont  £650, 
but  its  repairs  are  charged  to  the  churchwarden's  account;  the 
eczpenses  attending  the  visitations,  and  copying  the  registers, 
which  fluctuate  between  £5  and  £12;  sahuy.and  clothes  for 
the  sexton,  on  an  ayerage,  rather  more  than  £7  a  year ;  wine, 
coals,  books,  washing  surplices,  &c.,  abont  £10  a  year.  Theae 
items,  or  others  not  strictly  referable  to  the  head  of  repairs, 
can  only  be  deemed  to  fall  properly  within  the  scope  of  the 
trust,  so  far  aa  they  can  be  construed  to  answer  the  description 
of  ''other  good  and  charitable  works  m  the  tow]i  of  Stafford." 

Assuming,  however,  that  the^^e  expenses  are  justitiably 
charged  to  the  trust  account,  it  apj)ears,  on  taking  the  account 
from  the  year  1812  inclusively,  (which  comprises  the  rent  of 
the  Forogate  field  allotment),  that  there  was,  at  the  end  of 
1822,  a  balance  in  the  churchwarden's  book  against  the  trust 
estate  of  £643  3s.  lid.,  and  a  debt  of  £500  borrowed  in  1818 
of  the  corporation,  and  £200  borrowed  in  1819  on  a  mortgage 
of  the  allotment  on  Salt  Heath,  making  altogether  a  balance 
against  the  trust  of  £1,343  3s.  lid. 

In  adverting  to  the  causes  of  this  hirge  bahuace,  we  cannot 
but  notice  the  amount  of  arrears  in  the  collection  of  the  rents. 
Though  the  average  rental  of  the  10  years  preceding  1822,  was 
£490  17s.,  the  avsfage  actual  receipt  was  ajjJf  £453  18s.  9d., 
being  an  annual  deficiency  of  £8^  l8s.  8d. ;  and  in  the  year 
1822,  though  the  rental  was  £540  ISs.  2d.  the  actual  receipt 
was  only  £375  2s.  Sd.  kavmg  an  aricar  of  £l65  10s.  6d.  We 
have  already  noticed  and  accounted  for  the  arroar  of  rent  of  the 
allotment  on  Salt  Heath,  being  £30  a  year,  for  the  last  three 
years;  but  we  cannot  but  think,  that  the  amount  of  the 
preceding-  arrear  urges  some  want  of"  attention,  either  in  the 
letting  or  collecting.   The  latter  seems  to  have  been  peooliarly 
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the  case  with  respect  to  the  modules  and  custojoary  pay* 
mentfi. 

£  8.  d 

On  Mr.  Turuock'a  tooonnt,  ike  bahnoe  i5  at  pfete&t  ftomewkbt )  a  a 

infmrtmrof  ihetrast^  hisesiNndltare  being   5  u  i 

His  receipt  for  pews  and  vaults   £410  10  0 

DncfcombiiiiformrtmiUiiof  hoaaeiAGkiuofaywd         d60  0  0  ^ 

  670  10  0 

JjBKnag  a  babaoe  against  faini  of   M  9  10 


To  \\  liich  is  to  bo  addud  a  sum  of  £38  lOs.  for  a  pew,  unpaid, 
inHkin<^  the  balance  on  that  acconnt,  in  favour  of  the  trust, 
iE70  19s,  lOd.  ;  but  this  is  liable  to  the  paymeut  of  the  balances 
due  to  the  tradesmen  m  Mr.  Tumock's  account,  which  may 
more  than  exhaust  it. 

Tf,  however,  the  Marston  tithes  are  brouglit  into  the  trust 
account,  it  will  turn  the  general  bakmce  in  favour  of  the  tnust. 

£m    8.  d» 

The  le&tal  of  these  tithes  for  the  11  years  from  1818,  amounted  to...         %  i 

Prom  "whicb.  if  there  be  deducted  the  payments  to  the") 

ConUe  oi  MaraioQ,            for  9  jear?,  and     for  >  376  0  0 
8  yean  j 

TotlieSchooliiiaeter.,   40 15  0 

MovaDceforvaliUBgandeQl]eolmgtlietithei«8ay212>  132  n  0 

 B54  15  0 

miereinUraamm.  Si9I  7  4 


Wbiob,  if  added  to  flie  receipt  aide  of  the  dinichfwairdffln'a  book, 
will  give  a  balance  in  iavonr  of  the  trnat  of  £848  8b.  5d.  It  ia 
probable,  bowerer,  that  aome  fiirther  dednekioDa  ahonld  be 
made  from  the  rental  of  tiieee  tithea  £br  amais  imreceired,  and 
pfliliapa  for  other  diargea  thereon. 

We  bave  looked  through  l^e  corpoTalion  aooonnta,  to  aee 
whether  any  expenditnres  have  taken  place,  whieb  can  iairly  be 
considered  as  good  and  charitable  works,  within  the  meaning 
of  the  queen's  grant,  and  to  which  the  Marston  tithes  might 
be  deemed  apphcable.  We  find  that  in  18\i  and  1815,  nearly 
£150  was  laid  out  in  bmldnig  the  grammar  school,  and  other 
amns  were  expended  at  an  earlier  period  on  the  same  object* 

f 


88 


Quim  ■Li2Ara!ra'8  osaxt. 


This  may  be  oonsidered  as  £alHiig  withxa  the  intention  of  the 
grantj  so  far  as  the  building  was  necessaiy,  and  the  funds 
resulting  firom  the  endowment  of  the  grammar  school  wove 
inadequate  to  the  expense.  We  find^  also,  that  large  smns 
have  been  expended  in  paving  the  town»  which  the  corporation 
are  bound  to  do^  in  oonsidBrafeLon  of  their  receiving  the  toBa  of 
the  market,  (a  receipt.  However,  which  is  veiy  insufficient  for 
tiie  purpose).  .  At  a  period  anterior  to  1812^  a  sum  of  £1000 
was  paid  towards  the  erection  of  the  new  town-hall  and 
market-bouse,  under  the  proririons  of  a  private  act  of  Farlia* 
ment,  and  £800  of  the  money  was  borrowed  on  annuity, 
expressly  charged  on  the  security  of  the  tithes  of  ^far-ston  ;  bat 
we  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  go  into  the  particuluts  ji  thin 
transaction,  as  the  loan  has  been  re|)aKl  trom  the  geneial  iuuds 
of  the  corporation.  We  cannot  think  that  eitlicr  of  those  last, 
though  yery  n^ofiil  works,  fall  within  the  intention  of  the 
grant ;  and  we  have  discovei'ed  no  other  disbursement  what- 
ever, that  can  be  construed  to  do  so. 

It  seems,  that  in  former  times,  considerable  supineness  waa 
manifested  by  the  corporation  in  the  management  of  this 
charity,  especially  in  suffering  different  parts  of  the  property  to 
be  held  for  a  long  period  of  years,  at  veiy  inadequate  rents. 
We  have  not,  however,  deemed  it  requisite  to  enter  more 
minutely  into  iske  investigation  of  these  drcnmstances,  or  of 
the  accounts,  previous  to  the  year  1812,  as  it  appears  to  us, 
that  the  facts  we  have  already  detailed  present  idl  the  points 
upon  which  it  can  be  useful  at  present  to  animadvert. 

Upon  the  whole  of  the  case,  the  following  questions  arise, 
which  appears  to  ns  of  considerable  impoi-tauco,  and  require  to 
be  put  in  some  way  of  final  settlement : —  * 

1.  — 'Whether  the  titlies  of  Marston  arc  not  to  be  considered 
part  of  the  property  of  tlie  charity,  and  the  receipts  therefrom 

earned  to  the  trust  account ;  and  wliethcr  the  £12  a  year  paid 
out  of  these  tithes  to  the  poor  of  thp  ahiis-house,  being  tlio 
produce  of  other  charitable  funds  in  the  hands  of  the  corpora- 
tion, onght  not  to  be  taken  off  the  tithes,  and  secured  upon 
other  of  the  corporate  property  ? 

2. — Whether  the  grant  of  the  tithes  of  Coton,  of  the  ^ 
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Ancfust,  1705,  under  which  they  became  vested  in  earl  TrilV)ot, 
ought  not  to  be  set  aside,  and  the  wkole  beneticial  iatereat 
therein  restored  to  the  charity  ? 

8. — To  what  extent  the  diaoretioiiaiy  power  of  the  corpora- 
tion over  the  residue  of  the  jreTenueSj  after  paying  the  four 
nmiB  notified  in  the  gnnt,  is  to  be  earned.  It  is  to  be 
observed,  that  the  amount  of  the  raTenne  was  asoertained  and 
lefe  forth  in  the  grants  namely,  M  Te,  lOd. ;  hence  it  may  be 
contended,  tiiat  thia  was  as  modi  a  fixed  and  limited  portion  of 
the  revenne  as  any  of  tihe  other  payments  therein  specified; 
and  that  in  the  erent  of  any  increase  of  income,  all  the  objects 
•  €kf  the  grant  should  be  proportionably  benefited.  The  corpora- 
tion seem,  in  fact,  to  have  abandoned  the  oonstniotion  wbidi 
would  restrict  the  daims  of  the  different  parties  to  the  sums 
expressed  by  the  grant,  by  increasing  the  annual  payments  to 
the  rector  an  J  curate ;  and  at  all  events  it  is  desirable,  that 
whatever  proportion  of  the  income  the  parties  interested  under 
the  prnnt  are  severally  entitled  to  claim,  or  ought,  nnder  the 
change  of  circumstances  wliich  has  takeu  place,  to  be  allowed, 
should  be  fixed  on  some  regular  basis,  and  not  be  subjected  to 
what  may  be  a  capricious  fluctuation  ? 

4.-^At  the  same  time,  it  is  much  to  be  wished,  that  the 
purposes  to  which  the  residue  of  the  income,  after  providing 
for  the  reparations  of  the  church,  is  applicable  under  the  deno- 
mination of  "  other  good  and  charitable  works  in  the  town  of 
Stafford,''  should  be  defined  with  some  greater  degree  of 
ezaotnefls. 

These  and  other  circumstances,  have  already  been  the 
occasion  of  much  dissatisfaction  and  contest  in  the  town. 

In  Michaelma*  term,  1810,  an  information  was  filed  in  the 
court  of  Chancery,  (and  afterwards  amended  by  order  of  €be 
27th  NoTomber,  1812,)  at  the  suit  of  the  Attorney-general,  on 
the  relation  of  the  Rev.  Edward  Dickinson,  rector  of  St.  Mary's, 
Stafford,  the  Rev.  Joseph  Ellerton,  curate  of  Marston,  and  two 
others,  parishioners  and  inhabitants  of  St.  ^l<iiy'.>,  Stailord,  on 
behalf  of  themselves  and  the  rest  of  the  })arishioner8  and  in- 
habitants of  the  said  parish,  against  carl  Talbot,  the  mayor  and 
burgesses  of  Stafibrd,  and  others,  by  which,  after  stating  the 
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ahovc-mentioned  circumstances  respecting  the  tithes  of  Mars* 
ton,  and  the  application  thereof,  the  tithes  of  Coton,  the  lease 
to  Dudley,  and  many  acts  of  alleged  misconduct  in  tho  manage- 
ment of  the  trust  property,  and  the  revenues  thereof,  it  was 
(among  other  things)  prayed,  that  the  corjioration  should 
account  for  all  tihe  trost  property  granted  to  them^  in  trust,  by 
the  grant  of  queen  Elizabeth,  and  for  the  profits  thereof 
received  by  them,  or  which  might  have  been  received  but  for 
their  wilM  neglect ;  and  that  tiie  court  should  order  in  what 
manner  the  fnnda  ahonld  in  fatnre  be  applied^  regard  being  had 
to  the  objects  of  the  said  grant,  and  especiany,  that  the  att- 
penda  of  the  rector  of  St.  Maiy'B,  and  the  curate  of  MasnUm, 
ahould  be  augmented  in  proportion  to  the  increased  value  of 
the  trust  estates ;  and  that  a  proper  annual  sum  should  be  paid 
thereout,  to  a  fit  and  proper  person  as  a  schoolmaster,  to 
instruct  the  boys  and  youth  of  the  town  of  Stafford,  in  reading 
and  accompts,  [it  being  contended,  that  the  grant  did  not  limit 
the  payment  of  the  41,  bs.  to  the  master  of  the  gi*ainniur 
school]  ;  and  ilmi  earl  Talbot  should  account  to  the  charity  for 
tho  full  value  of  tlic  property  held  by  him  under  the  grant  to 
liode  and  Ward,  of  tho  9th  August,  1765. 

Tho  curate  of  St.  Mary's,  and  the  master  of  the  grammar 
school,  who  are  members  of  tho  corporation,  did  not  join  in 
this  information. 

The  several  defendants  put  in  their  answers,  and  nothing 
further  has  been  done.  This  suspension  of  proceedings  is 
stated  to  have  been  principally  occasioned  by  the  long  illness  of 
the  late  rector,  which  terminated  in  his  death  in  1820.  By  that 
event  the  suit  abated  j  but  we  understand  that  it  is  intended  to 
revive  it,  making  the  present  rector  a  pariythereto. 

This  information  appears  to  embrace^  in  a  great  measure, 
the  points  we  have  above  adverted  to ;  and  either  by  this  pro- 
ceeding,  or  by  such  other  as  the  attorney-general  may  deem  it 
right  to  institute,  we  think  it  highly  import^mt,  not  only  for  the 
interests  of  the  persons  concerned  in  the  grant,  but  for 
the  peace  and  well  being  of  the  town  of  Stafford,  that  those 
matters  should  receive  tho  decision  and  direction  of  a  court 
of  equity. 
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SUTTON'S  CHAEITY, 

Robert  Sdtton,  clerk,  rector  of  St.  Mary's,  Stafford,  by  liis 
will,  dated  20th  November,  30ili  queen  Eiizabetb,  aud  pruved 
at  Lidifield  the  19th  March,  1587,  gave  and  beqneathcd  to  his 
executors,  all  his  lands,  fee  farms,  leases,  rents  and  reversions 
whatsoeYer,  to  be  disposed  of  for  paying  his  debts^  which  thing 
done,  then  the  Bame  to  be  disposed  by  ikem,  to  the  use  and 
finding  of  four  poor  scholars,  to  be  chosen  in  the  town  of 
Stafford  and  Foregate-street,  by  the  election  of  the  bailiffii  of 
Stefford,  the  ponoiL  of  St.  Maiy'Sy  and  flie  gchoalTnagter;  and 
the  said  poor  soholan  so  chosen,  to  have  continiianoe  at  the 
sdkool  so  long  time  as  the  said  eleotora  should  think  meet  and 
oonTenient;  and  ^  overplns  of  the  said  lands  and  rents  (if 
any),  to  he  disposed  by  his  said  ezecators,  and  theur  hein^ 
npon  such  good  and  godly  uses  as  they  in  oonscienoe  should 
think  necessary ;  but  especially,  from  time  to  time,  towards 
keeping  the  ohnrdi  in  reparation^  and  the  fhrthersnoe  of  the 
school.  His  will  was,  that  the  said  four  poor  scholars  should 
have  26s.  and  bi.  a  piece,  yearly,  for  their  exhibition ;  and  tliat 
there  should  be  yearly  40«.  distnbuted  for  ever,  to  the  poor  in 
Stafford  and  Foregatc- street,  upon  the  day  uf  his  decease  ;  and 
he  would  willingly  have  on  that  day,  yearly,  a  sermon,  and  the 
preacher  to  have  tis.  Sd.  for  the  same. 

A  comuiission  of  charitable  uses  was  executed  at  Stafford 
in  1599,  under  which  it  was  decreed,  that  Sutton's  executors 
should,  yearly,  on  the  last  day  of  November,  disthbttte  to  the 
poor  of  Stafford,  40s.,  and  to  the  preacher  of  a  sermon  on  that 
day,  68.  8d. ;  and  on  the  25th  March,  £1  6s.  8d.  to  four  poor 
scholars,  SOs.  to  the  chief  schoolnia>tcr,  and  £2  6s.  8d.  to  the 
nsher ;  and  that  an  account  should  be  rendered  of  the  snrplas 
on  the  same  day,  which  should  be  bestowed  npon  the  repairs  of 
St.  Mary's  dmrch  and  the  free- school,  as  the  hailifis  should 
think  meet. 

On  the  10th  January,  12th  James  Ist,  the  mayor  and 
bozgesses  executed  a  rekttse  to  William  and  Francis  Qiamher- 
lam,  alias  Backhouse,  the  representatiyes  of  Sutton's  executors, 
of  all  demands  under  his  will,  and  covenanted  to  pay  the  several 
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allowances  to  the  four  scholars,  the  poor  of  Stafford,  and  tho 
preacher ;  and  to  save  harmless  the  said  Wilham  and  i  raiicia 
from  the  ])ajment  thereof. 

What  portion  of  Sutton's  property  was  conveyed  by  his 
executors,  or  tlieir  representatives,  to  the  coq)oration,  in  conse- 
quence whei  Cm  f  this  release  was  given,  does  not  appear.  But 
it  soems  lair  to  conchide,  that  the  whole  was  not  so  conveyed 
which  was  in  their  hands  in  1599,  otherwise  they  would  have 
required  the  mayor  and  burgesses  to  indmuiify  them  against 
the  forther  paymenta  to  the  schoohnaster  and  usher,  to  whicli 
they  were  in  that  year  anbjeoted  by  the  commissioners'  decree. 

The  following  parcels  were  probably  deriYed  firom  Sutton, 
and  are  all  we  find  any  trace  of 

By  indentaref  dated  the  23rd  April,  5th  queen  Anne,  the 
mayor  and  burgesses,  in  consideration  of  the  surrender  of  a 
former  lease,  and  a  fine  of  £5.  devised  to  Jamee  Wheelwright, 
his  executors,  administrators,  and  assigns,  a  bam,  cowhouse 
and  stabb,  with  a  garden  and  orchard  to  the  same  belonging, 
oontaining  in  length  36  yards  from  the  building  to  the  further 
end  of  the  garden,  and  in  breadth  10  yards,  which  premises 
were  adjoining  the  house  and  garden  of  one  William  Joboura, 
un  the  northwest  side,  and  were  lying  over  against  a  certain 
lane,  within  the  borough  of  Staiibrd,  called  Kithng  Lane  ;  to 
hold  from  the  date  thereof,  for  the  term  of  500  years,  paying 
Cs.  8d.  rent  npon  30th  November,  to  the  mayor,  for  the  rector 
of  St.  Mary's  church,  for  his  preacliiiiL'-  a  sermon  upon  St. 
AndreVs-day  yearly,  according  to  the  gift  of  iiobert  Sutton, 
clerk,  deceased,  formerly  rector. 

This  rent  of  Gs.  8d.  is  not  now  received,  nor  can  the  cor* 
poraticni  ascertain  the  premises  mentioned  in  this  indenture. 
The  name  of  Kitling  Lane  is  not  now  known. 

By  another  indenture  dated  30th  October,  1708,  the  mayor 
and  burgesses,  in  consideration  of  £100  fine,  and  £5  6s.  8d. 
yearly  rent,  sold  and  to  perpetual  fee-form  demised  unto  said 
James  Eaton,  his  hdrs  and  assigns,  all  that  burgage,  messuage 
or  tenement,  in  the  borough  of  Stafford,  in  Greengate-strect, 
adjoining  to  a  certain  lane  leading  to  the  high  church  on  the 
south  side,  known  by  the  name  of  the  Talbot,  with  all  appurte- 
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nances  whatsoever  to  the  same  belonging  ;  to  hold  to  the  said 
EatoUj  his  heurs  and  aamgns,  at  die  yearly  rent  of  £B  6b.  8d. 
upon  the  feast  of  St.  Thomas,  dear  of  all  taxes,  with  power  of 
disbw  for  nonpayment,  and  if  no  distressj  and  the  rent  unpaid 
40  daysj  the  lease  to  be  Toid.  The  said  yearly  rent  to  begiven 
to  four  poor  soholars  ibr  ever,  by  equal  portions,  to  be  taaght 
and  kept  to  learning  in  the  free  grammar  sebool,  aooording  to 
the  pious  and  charitable  gift  of  Robert  Sutton,  clerk,  thereto- 
fore rector  of  tSt.  Mury  'is^  aa  manifest  fi'om  his  last  will  and 
testament. 

The  £100  received  from  Baton,  was  applied  towards  the 
purchase  of  a  hoii«e  for  the  residenco  of  the  rector,  the  cost  of 
which  (afi  stated  in  tiio  answer  of  the  corporation,  to  certain 
proceedings  in  Chanoery  in  the  year  1736),  was  £250. 
This  house  is  not  now  inhabited  by  the  reotor,  nor  is  it 
olearly  known  what  house  it  is.  But  another  residence  has 
been  provided  for  him,  as  wo  have  already  stated,  whioh  he 
ooenpies  rent  free,  paying  only  aa  acknowledgment  of  lOs. 
a  year. 

^nie  premises  conveyed  to  Eaton,  are  now  two  honses  in 
Stafford,  the  property  of  Mr.  Bidisrd  Beech,  of  Wotton,  near 
EedeshaU,  from  whom  the  annuity  of  52.  6s.  6d.  is  received 

by  the  chamberlain,  and  paid  to  four  poor  scholars  in  the 
grammar  school,  as  mentioned  before  in  the  account  of  that 
charity. 

Tlio  chamberlain  also  pays,  out  of  the  general  fund  of  the 
corporation,  Cs.  8d.  to  the  rector  of  St.  Mary's  for  a  sermon 
preached  by  him  on  St.  Thomases-day,  and  also  distribates  40s. 
at  the  ohurch  on  St.  Andrew's-day,  to  40  poor  old  widows. 
They  are  appointed  by  the  mayor,  for  the  year,  but  of  lato 
years  the  same  persons  have  reoeived  the  gift  during  their  lives. 
The  fbimer  lists  appears  to  have  varied,  and  to  have  comprised 
men  as  well  as  women. 

We  can  find  no  trace  of  the  annual  payments  of  80s.  to  the 
sohoohnaster,  and  21,  6s.  8d.  to  the  usher,  ever  having  been 
made,  as  directed  by  the  decree  the  oommisaioneni  of  charit- 
able uses  in  1599. 
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SIR  MABTIK  KOEI/S  ALMSHOUSES. 

In  an  ancient  mannscript  book,  (in  the  possession  of  Mr. 
Seckerson^  solicitor,  of  Stafford)^  dated  1727^  purporting  to 
oontaixi  copies  of  original  doooments  in  the  possession  of  the 
corporation^  made  for  iSbB  use  of  one  of  its  members^  is  a  copy 
of  a  letter  addressed  by  Sir  Martin  Nod,  to  the  mayor  and 
aldermen  of  Stafford^  wherein  he  states^  that  in  part  performance 
of  certain  good  resolntions  which  he  had  formed  towards  the 
town  of  Staffordj  where  he  was  bom^  he  had  lud  aside  a  child's 
part  of  his  present  estate,  and  had;  therewithal  built  a  small 
monument  in  the  town^  as  a  shelter  and  retirement  for  some  of 
the  aged  and  necessitous  poor,  consisting  of  12  houses,  with  a 
small  oratory  or  chapel  for  them,  assembled  before  the  Lord 
with  prayer  and  reading,  and  to  each  house  had  assigned  a  small 
garden  plot,  which  God  speeding  his  fm-ther  intentions,  he 
resolved  speedily  to  endow,  not  only  with  weekly  maintenance, 
but  yearly  provision,  firing  and  garments  :  And  he  requested 
the  assistance  of  the  mayor,  aldermen  and  common  couucilmen 
of  Staflford,  his  cousin  Walter  Noel,  and  the  minister  of 
Stafford,  to  place  12  poor  persons  of  the  town,  (not  under  the 
age  of  50),  whereof  six  to  be  men,  and  six  women,  such  who 
ore  known  to  be  of  the  greatest  neccFsity  and  honest  conversa- 
tion, either  bom  in  Stafford,  or  who  had  lived  there  at  least  15 
years  past;  And  although  he  desired  to  store  the  house  or  place 
with  single  persons^  '^yef  he  odds,  ''in  case  any,  though  at 
present  manied,  be  in  your  opinion,  fit  objects  of  this  charily, 
it  must  be  with  allowance,  and  under  the  qualification  of  one 
single  person And  in  case  there  be  any  two  of  the  houses 
any  whit  better  than  the  rest,  it  was  his  intention  that  one  of 
them  should  be  appointed  for  an  ancient  impoverished  minister, 
or  some  other  nnblameablo  christian,  qualified  with  ability  to 
read  aiul  pray  daily  with  the  said  poor,  the  other  for  a  matronly 
woman,  who  should  have  an  oversight  of  such  as  at  any  time 
happen  to  fall  sick. 

There  is  no  date  to  this  letter,  but  it  must  have  been  some 
time  prior  to  1603,  as  we  find  in  that  year  an  order  xuade  by 
the  corporation  for  repairing  the  almshouses. 
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No  further  endowment  of  these  houses  was  made  hj  Sir 
Martin  Noel,  in  consoaaence,  as  it  is  aaid^  of  losses  at  sea  sns* 
tained  by  him,  wliich  oisabled  him  &om  oanying  bis  ohantable 
intentions  into  effect. 


The  fbUowmg  docnments  in  reference  to  die  Free  Grammar 
School  Endowment,  the  Cfaarch  Property,  &c.,  are  here  given  as 
thej  appear  iu  the  Charity  Commissioners'  Keport. 


BESGBimON  OF  THE  TItHES  IN  THE  PKEBENB  of  MASSION, 

k  llie  Sofaool  BentBl  of  1013^ 

^Tlie^CitheBaiidlMriMgeof  all  Lamboeotea,  that  ia  toaay.of  all  tbe  mea- 
dows ai4  aialik  gronnda,  iHikih  lie  in  len^ 

by  therifcr  olSowa^  mto  tbe  lands  of  Ifr.  Fowler,  and  in  braadth,  between  the 

said  riyer  of  Sowe  and  the  hlg^  portwaj  ftom  the  East  gate  to  Lanes,  npon 
Coton  Hill ;  the  tithes  of  Foregate  street,  with  the  crofts  on  both  sides  thereof, 
and  a  chief  of  6s.  Sd.  out  of  the  house  of  John  Chepc  there ;  the  third  part  of  the 

titlies  of  ForcgJitc  field,  with  the  tithes  of  Black  Butts ;  all  the  tithes  and  Easter 
roll  within  the  town  of  Stafford,  and  of  nil  the  crofts,  niearlows,  and  gardens  on 
the  south-west  side  of  the  town  to  the  said  river  Sowe,  from  the  Purchase  to  the 
Grreen  Bridirc.  within  the  parish  of  St.  Man 's,  except  only  that  part  which  John 
Towers  holdeth,  viz.,  from  the  Gaol  ^ate  up  to  John  Austin's  house  eastward, 
and  so  from  thencu,  down  by  Mr.  Barber's  house,  to  Liic  Eiu>l  gate." 


EXTRACT  FEOM  THE  CHABTEE  OF  KING  EDWARD  VI. 
of  the  Description  of  the  Pretniaea  tbenlir  granted,  fonnerlybeLongingto 
the  Fcee  Chi^  ot  St.  John. 

"AiA  fhoee  laada,  with  the  appurtenances,  situate  in  Rowley  TeiOingfon, 
and  the  Green  Field,  near  Stafford  in  the  poaaeasnon  of  William  Stamford  and 

others  ;  also  that  pasture,  with  the  appurtenances,  situate  near  the  Green  fieLd^ 
in  Stafford  aforesaid,  in  the  tenure  of  Thomas  Cradock ;  and  all  that  messna^ 

and  all  the  lands  and  hereditaments  lying  in  Bickerscote,  in  the  said  county  of 
Stafford,  in  thr  tenure  of  Thomas  Whitby;  and  all  that  messtiagc  near  the 
hospital;  and  ail  the  lands  and  hereditaments  situate  in  Bickerscote,  and  in  other 
fields  in  Stafford  aforesaid,  in  the  tenure  of  W  illiam  Withmell;  and  all  that 
messuage,  and  one  pastnre,  called  Mj-nor's  Grayfelde,  in  Stafford  aforesaid  :  and 
also  an  annual  rent  of  i*/.  issuing  out  of  certain  lauds  of  William  Henn,  in 
Hopton,  in  the  county  of  Stafford ;  another  annual  rent  of  id.  issuing  out  of  one 
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pirden,  of  John  Launder,  in  Stafford ;  and  all  that  niossuai^c  and  ?;irdrn,  iu 
Stafford,  in  the  tenure  of  Franch  "D'Trnm-ton ;  one  annual  n  ut  of  ItV.  issuing 
out  of  certain  lanrls  of  Rohprt  Lees,  an  the  Green,  in  Stafford  ,  aL>o,  n  mcmmm 
in  Forcbndgc,  and  a  croh  of  pasluic  iu  Greenfield,  in  the  occupation  of  WiiUaui 
Pf^ikr;  also,  all  tliosc  iiussua>-r',  aud  gardens  in  Stafford-upon-the-Green 
afuiLsaid,  in  the  tenure  of  John  Glover  and  others;  also,  the  fourth  part  of  a 
meadow,  near  llie  Greenfield,  in  the  tenure  of  William  Philip ;  also,  a  messuage 
and  a  fourth  part  of  the  8«d  meadow,  near  the  Greenfield,  ia  the  tenure  of 
Henry  Philip:  iJao^  the  moiety  of  the  said  meadow;  near  the  Greenfield,  in  the 
tenure  of  William  Sendall;  and  all  thoae  lands  Mid  hereditaments  in  LedhaD,  in 
the  parish  of  Penkridge,  in  the  county  of  Stafford,  in  the  oocnpation  of  J<  Im 
Creswall;  and  all  that  pasture  in  Dunston,  in  the  said  (  nnty,  c  tiled  St.  John's 
Byrche,  iu  the  tenure  of  John  Styehe  ;  and  aTl  those  lands,  meadows,  pastures 
and  hereditaments,  in  Letlhall  aforesaid,  in  the  tenure  of  William  Lattimcr ;  and 
all  that  house,  garden  and  little  croft,  "el  duwi  cattinai,"  in  Stafford,  in  the 
tenure  of  William  Sullcye;  which  messuages,  land'',  rents  ami  oilu  r  preiiii.^es, 
beloui^ed  to  or  were  parcel  cif  t  he  possessions  of  tlie  free  chapel  or  hospital  of  St. 
John  tho  Baptist,  near  Stalibrd,  latel^r  dissolved.'* 


SUBSTANCE  OF  A  DECREE  OF  THE  COURT  OF  CH^VNCERY, 
dated  the  1st  June,  10  Jac.  1.,  iu  u  Cause,  Jolm  liruwu,  Master,  and  John 
Wayte,  Usher,  of  the  Free  Grammar  School  of  King  Edward  VL  iu  Stafford, 
and  John  Wakering,  Gentleman,  Pkbitiffs,  and  the  Burgesses  of  the  town  of 
Stafford,  and  others,  Defendants,  so  far  as  lelBtes  to  the  Possessions  of  the 
Free  Chapd  of  St.  John. 

Afteb  reciting  the  cliarter  of  King  Edward  VI.  and  stating,  that,  as  touching 
oertain  of  the  lands  thereby  granted,  which  had  belonged  to  the  free  chapel  or 
hospital  of  St  John,  it  appeared  to  the  court,  that  upon  some  question,  whidi 
was  therenntofore  made  to  the  title  of  the  same  lands  and  tenements,  by  Heniy 
late  lord  Stafford,  the  burgesses  that  then  were,  did,  about  the  Sd  year  of  queen 
Elizabeth,  grant  the  same  to  the  sai  l  Tiord  Stafford,  with  a  render  of  9/.  I4«.  fcnr 
the  same,  to  the  said  burgesses,  for  the  use  of  the  said  school;  and  that  the 
possessors  of  the  said  bnds,  defendants  in  the  suit,  tlaiimd  the  <'aaic80meby 
fines,  with  proclamations  and  other  assnrancp<!.  jomc  hy  tiesceuL,  and  by  convey- 
ance at  the  third  aiui  fourth  hand  :  It  was  ordered  l;y  tlie  eourt,  that  a  commission 
should  issue  to  the  bishop  of  Coventry  and  Lichfield,  and  others,  to  find  nut  the 
true  value  of  llie  lands,  kc.  wiiieU  were  belonging  to  the  said  free  chapel  or 
hospital  of  St.  John's,  and  tiike  order  with  the  defendants  for  the  increase  of  a 
eompetent  sum,  to  he  yearly  paid  out  of  the  said  lauds,  &c.  for  the  maiutcuauce 
of  the  said  free-sohool;  Mid  the  said  oommiidanfltB  certified  to  the  court,  on  the 
17th  of  April,  1618,  fhsl  the  said  hmds^  Aa,  weie  of  the  yearly  value  of  and 
that  an  the  tenants,  ms^  three,  had  agreed  f o  pqr  suoh  further  inonafle 
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timrds  tbe  mamtemmee  of  tin  Bchool,  as  the  oommissioners  should  think  fit ; 
and  that  the  said  eomtnisslonen  bad  thought  fit,  and  ordered  that  there  sbodd 
thenoefodh  be  paid,  oat  of  the  lands  of  the  persons  who  bad  so  submitted  to  the 
said  comanissioners  order,  for  the  nae  and  benefit  of  the  said  school,  the  following 
aoms,  Tia. — 

£  a.  d. 

For  a  messuage  in  Forebridgc,  between  the  bridge  and  the  house  of 
one  TnUy,  with  a  croft,  between  the  highways  and  the  aver,  and 
a  eottage  in  Forebrid^ ;  a  close  called  Backhouse's  Leasow, 

between  the  highway  and  Greenfield  Leosow,  with  a  slang  at  tlie 
end  of  the  same,  and  six  acres  of  land  in  tlie  Greenfield,  in  the 
holding  of  Thomas  Withnall,  valued  at  JLS  i3s.  4d.  then  paying 
15s.  8d.    2  0  0 

Tor  the  great  house  adjoining  St.  John's  chapd,  and  three  cottages 
and  grounds  called  Stychefidds,  in  the  holdbg  of  Blatthew 
Cradock,  valncd  at  £17  6s.  Sd.  then  paying  £1  Ss   S  0  0 

For  a  tmrmpnt  in  Forcbridi^e,  and  five  acres  of  land  in  Greenfield 
in  the  holding  ot  Thomas  Booth,  valued  at  33s.  then  paying  not  hing    0  7  6 

For  a  tenement  in  Forebridge,  in  the  holding  of  Richard  Glover 
Tsloed  at  lOi.  then  paying  75   0  7  0 

For  a  tenement  and  bam  in  Forebridge,  in  the  oocnpation  of  Bobert 
FhiKpa^Talned  at  £1 6s.  8d.  then  paying  8d.   0  6  6 

For  a  tenement  on  the  Green,  in  the  holding  of  £Uen  Withnall, 
valued  nt  90s   0  6  8 

For  five  acres  in  Greenfield,  in  the  liokling  of  William  Cliamberlanc, 
yalued  at  10s.  then  paying  nothing    0  S  0 

For  a  tenement  in  Forebridge»  and  lands  called  Coney  Greaves,  in 
the  holding  of  Ann  Beresford,  valued  at  £4 10s.  then  paying  ISs.    18  0 

For  a  close  c.dled  St.  John's  Birch,  in  Dunston,  and  other  groonds, 

in  the  hoKlinj:  (»f  John  Taylor,  valued  at  £3  then  paying  9s.  lOd.     0  15  0 

For  n  tenon. (  ut  in  ioic bridge,  in  the  lioklingof  Thoutas  Packington, 

valued  at  10s   0   6  8 

F6r  a  tenement  on  Stafford  Green,  in  the  boldhig  of  Michael  Talbot, 
Tallied  at  20s   0  6  0 

And  whereas  Richard  Fox  had  paid  out  of  Tillington,  for  lands 
unknown,  12s.;  and  llicbard  Berrington,  out  of  Kowley,  for 
lands  unknown,  Os.  8d. ;  and  certain  chief  rents  ami  ohifs  in 
Staiford  and  Forebridge,  amouuting  to  Gs.  hd.  hud  been  annually 
paid,  the  commission's  thought  snch  imyments  should  be  /■    0  12  0 

eontinned  <     0  6  8 

(     0  6  8 

And  whereas  Hugh  Wliitby  and  Thomas  White,  two  of  the  defen- 
dants who  had  ans^Tcred,  and  Richard  Harvey,  a  defendant,  who 
had  not  ans%'K^red,  bad  appeun  J,  hut  luui  ret  used  to  abide  by  the 
order  of  the  coumis&ioners ;  the  lands  and  tenements  in  Kicker- 
scote,  in  the  possession  of  Whitby  and  Whiter  being  Talned  at 
£24  per  animin,  for  wbich  had  been  yearly  paid  33s.  id.  to  the 
aehool;  and  the  hinds  in  the  possession  of  Harvey,  being  valued 
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at  £10  per  aimtim,  viz.  a  meadow  called  Broad  Stych,  at  £7,  and 
a  doae  called  St.  John's  Byrcb,  near  Minor's  Close,  at  £3,  and  for 
which  meadow  and  close  had  been  yearly  paid  44s.,  but  by  reason 
of  their  obstinacy  the  coimnissioners  could  not  determiiie  the  same ; 
iJiqr  oertifled  tiieir  tiismxm,  fhat  ifae  lancb  m  the  poweaaioa  of 

miitfaj  snd  WMtB  should  be  charged  with  a  payment  of  ,  .«     6  0  0 

And  those  in  posaeasKm  of  Btarwvj,  with  50i. ;  Til,— 

For  Broad  Meadow  „,„.     1  15  0 

And  for  St.  John's  Byrch    0  15  0 

Arid  the  commissioners  recommended,  that  tlic  said  me<?snagcs  and  Innds 
charged  as  aforesaid,  should  be  decreed  to  the  inheritors  and  possessors  thereof, 
according  to  their  several  titles  cliarged  with  the  said  iwiymcnts ;  that  by  that 
precedent,  future  times  might  not  in  the  person  of  any  scliool  in  aster  or  usher, 
hy  any  course  either  iu  law  or  equity,  call  upon  any  of  them  or  their  heira 
nqMctively,  to  iBiraBe  the  alkviiifses  to  the  sd^^ 
fadnft  ahove  their  chaigeovderedhjthttdficne;  and  th^  lastly  proposed,  that 
the  aohoolmaster  and  uher,  plamtiffin,  ahould  have  one  year's  rent  of  the 
pnimfleB»  aooonliag  tothevalaeabgrtfaeiii  aetdoim  and  moraaflecl,  to  their  own 
naeai  wluoh  amomited  tol^  6a.  lOd.  towards  their  costs;  and  the  Imd  duuoeiUor 
EQeaDQcre  oonllimed  tha  aaU  oerttfioaleb  and  decree 


RENTAL  OS  THE  D£CBi;£D  BENTS,  IN  1823. 

£  s.  d.  £  8.  d. 

1st  charge  in  the  decree  for  one  messuage  in  EorebKidge^  Sto,  2  0  0 

At  present  paid  by  Robert  Smith    1  0  0 

Miss  Come    0  14  3 

Thomaa  BradKa^  for  IMni^Re  aohool.knd    0  18 

Mrs.  Goodall,farfiTeafere8nkGreeiilleUl   0  4  6 

Snd  charge  for  the  Great  House,  &c   6  9  0 

At  present  paid  by  Mrs.  Gibbs   5  9  0 

3rd  charge  for  a  tenement  at  the  south  end  of  Torebridgc  0  7  0 

At  preaeut  paid  by  Thomas  Brookes    0  7  6 

40idiargeforftteBeinciitandbammEoidbridge(Gl^^     0  7  0 

At  present  paid  by  Mr.  Henahaw   0  7  0 

6th  charge  for  a  tcnnnrnt  and  bam,  &0.  ,..„,  0  6  8 

At  present  paid  by  Mr.  Ilcn.sbaw   0  6  8, 

6th  charge  for  a  tenement  on  the  Green,  &c   0  6  8 

At  preaent  paid  by  George  Careless   0  6  8 

7thehiffgefor6A.or  anditelandmGreenlleld,  fta   0  5  0 

Lost,  the  Greenfield  being  now  inclosed  and  divided     ^ 

8th  charge  for  tenement  in  Forcbridge  and  Cooegr  Gxeavea  18  0 

At  present  paid  by  Miss  Come  ,   ISO 

9Ui  diarge  for  St.  John's  Byrch,  in  Dunston   0  15  0 

At  pxeseut  paid  by  B*  J.  LitUeton,  eaq   0  15  0 
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8.  d.  £  8.  d. 

loth  charge  for  a  tenement  in  ToTebridgo,  Patlmgton^s  ...  0  6  8 

At  present  paid  by  Mr.  Thomns  Bro^^krs    0  6  8 

11th  charge  for  a  tenement  upon  St aiTord  Green,  Talbot's  0  5  0 

At  present  paid  by  Mr.  Charles  Clarke    0  5  0 

12th  charge  for  Fox's  lands,  unknown,  in  Tellington   0  12  0 

AtsRseniiwidbj  J.8.8al^e8q.    0  18  0 

ISIih  dwrge  for  lands  llllfalowl^mBov]flJ,  Bi^^ 

ton's    0  6  8 

At  present  paid  by  Messrs.  Kccn-^    0  6  8 

14th  charge  for  certain  chief  rents  and  obits,  in  Stafford,  &c.   0  6  8 

formerly  paid  by  the  corporation,  but  now  withheld   0  6  8 

IStlicliaiBeforWIdttajaiidmifte'Bkiid    6  0  0 

At  pRBent  paid  Iqr  il'*  ^waid  Cbdn^  f or 

enoote   4  0  0 

Mr.  .Tohn  Moore,  for  land  at  E.isingbrook,  in  ditto   8  0  0 

16th  and  17th  charge  for  Broadsych  meadow,  and  St.  John's- 

Birch,  Harvey's   2  10  0 

At  pteaent  paid  by  Mr.  Edwd  Clarke   115  0 

Mr.  Chariee  dacke    0  15  0 


Feramniin    81  110 


BENTAL,  eziraoted  ham  the  Mnuater^a  Aeooonta  of  theSnd  Edward  VI,  of 

the  Lands  and  PoaaeaBkma  in  the  Ck)vmty  of  Staflbrd,  bckogtogioilie  late 
CoOeBa  of  Staffindf^thtlieFnibendaof  theaome. 

£  a,  d. 

EmnoC  tbe  deaneiy  of  Staffind,  vith  all  landa*  tiftbei^  Ae.  tboeto 

bekmging;  leoiperammm   44  8  8 

Except, 

Annual  PenaiQii  out  of  the  prebend  of  Coton   16  8 

Ditto   Salt    0  13  4 

l>itto   Marston   0  6  8 

And  for  proeuilioiia  I9  pEebeodaiy 
8a.  4d. 

Tmem  of  prebend  of  Cotoi^  with  all  appurtenanoea;  to  wit,  the 

tithes  of  grain  and  hay,  wool,  lambs,  herbage,  and  small  tithes 
and  Easter  dues  of  the  Township  of  Coton,  and  all  manner  of 
tithes  of  Worston  and  Yarlett,  and  one  messuage,  with  the 

'  appurtenances  in  Whitgrove;  the  tithes  of  one  water-mill  m 
WoTsfam,  eaDed  Worston  Eaatgate  MEL;  and  one  garden  near 

the  churchyard  of  the  Blessed  Mary    18  IS  4 

farm  of  the  prebend  of  Swetnam,  was  granted  to  Balph  Agaide 
and  Thomas  Smythc,  in  fee,  148. 8d. 

Farm  of  the  prebend  of  Crofts ;  viz.  one  parcel  of  meadow,  called 
a  doole  in  Whitgrove,  iu  Alderaoi's  meadow,  and  parcel  of  the 
tifh^  of  gwn  andhaj  of  the  laada  of  the  free  tenanta  of  mSA- 
grere  tluncm  named   0  6  8 
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Farm  of  "prebend  of  Deoston ;  viz.  a  doolc  in  Wbitgrcve,  and 
parcel  of  the  tithes  of  gnun  md  buy  of  the  lands  of  the  aforesaid 

free  tenants  there   0  5  0 

Free  rent  of  assize  out  of  divers  hinds  and  tenements  therein 

mentioned,  to  the  same  lato  prebend  appertaining   0  G  1(H 

Farm  <^  prebend  of  Blurton,  with  its  appartenaiioee^  was  grai^ 
in  fee  to  the  said  Agarde  and  Smith,  13s.  4d. 
Fam  of  the  prebend  of  Potterell ;  viz.  of  a  doole  in  "WTiitgrevc, 
and  pnrcel  of  the  tithe  of  grain  of  the  lands  of  the  aforesaid  free 
tt  arints   0   4  0 


la'arui  of  prebend  of  Harvjt,  was  granted  to  the  said  Agarde 
and  Smith,  in  fee,  Ss. 
Farm  of  prebend  of  Sruulall ;  viz,  a  doolc  of  meadow  in  Whitgreve, 

and  parcel  of  the  tithes  of  grain  of  the  aforesaid  free  tenants   0  6  5 

Free  rent  out  of  lands  in  Whitgxere^  to  the  prebend  of  Sandall 


belonging    0  0  6 

Ditto   0  10 

IVira  of  prebend  of  WalaaU  was  granted  (o  Agarde  aiid  Smythe^ 

in  fee.  £1  59.  7id. 
Farm  of  prdiend  of  Marstou  ;  viz.,  a  messunge,  bam  and  gnrden,  in 

Marston,  and  uU  inautier  tithes  and  obktions  of  the  towu-sliip  of 

Marston,  and  oi  tiie  lields,  called  Fort  Fields,  near  the  Foriatte...  8  0  0 
Farm  of  40a.  of  arable  Jand,  in  Whitgreve,  called  the  Hall  Prebend  10  0 
Farmof  all  manner  of  the  tithes  of  Forriatt  FtehlaadLamberooti'sl 

and  the  tithes  of  one  parcel  of  the  High-street,  in  Stafford   6  0  0 

Portion  to  llie  Prclicnd  of  Marston  :  to  wit,  in  paschal  tiflics,  called 

the  Easter  UoU  of  the  collegiate  ehureli  ol"  Stallbrd,  extending  in 

the  book  of  survey  to  208.  one  year  with  another   1  0  0 

Farm  of  prebend  of  Herberion,  with  tithes  of  gram  and  hay  there, 

in  the  parish  of  St.  Mary    0  13  4 

Farm  of  tithes  of  grain  and  bay  of  the  lands  of  the  aforesaid  free 

tenants  in  Whit rrreve  ■   0  6  0 

Farm  of  prebend  of  Saltc,  with  all  t^lcbe  lands,  lifiirs,  oblations,  and 

other  profits  and  hereditameuls  of  the  said  prebend   13  7  74 

Farm  of  the  mansion-bonae  of  the  priests  of  Uie  college  aforesaid, 

with  a  garden  and  orchid  adjoining    0  8  0 


Profits  of  mortnaries  within  tiie  deanery  of  Stafford,  of  oblations  of 
the  four  principal  dars,  and  of  all  other  oblation?  of  ilie  eolli  j^ate 
church,  and  of  the  houghing  money,  extended  one  year  with  aiio- 
ther,  by  estimation,  to  oCb.,  but  that  year  only  rect'iv(;d  at  the 
time  of  the  acooant  ti^en,  £1 1^.   1  H  0 

£95  IS  11 


Grant  oi-  the  Tithes  of  Coton  and  HAT!BKirTo>r,.  ko. 
By  Indenture,  dated  the  9th  August,  17f^n,  after  rceitmg  the  prrant  hy  Queen 
T^lizabeth  to  the  burgesses  of  Stafford,  of  the  lute  college  of  StalTord  and  the  tithes 
therein  afier  mentioned,  to  hold  the  same  to  the  intent,  that  they  and  tlicir  suc- 
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cessors  shoiilt!  pay  to  the  rector  of  the  clmrrh  of  St.  'Marj-'s,  Stafford,  yearly,  £lf) 
for  liis  -St  ipciul ;  and  to  the  curate  there,  £S  ;  aiid  to  the  curate  ot"  Murston,  £8 ; 
and  tu  unc  isehooliua<?ter  at  StiilVord,  £  I  'js  ;  and  to  pay  over  thr  residue  of  the 
rents  to  the  re|>aratiou  of  the  church  and  clKuiecl  of  Saint  Mary's,  and  other 
deeJs  oi  charity  withiu  the  said  town,  at  ihc  discretion  of  the  said  burgesses ;  the 
nuiyor  and  bargesses  of  Stafford,  in  ooaaideiation  of  10s.  com  ey  to  Christopher 
Bode  and  Edward  Ward,  all  tlie  tithes  and  tenths  whatsoever,  as  well  personal 
as  predial,  ainsmg  wifhin  the  brdship  or  manor  of  Coton,  nigh  Stafford,  and  in 
»  that  part  of  the  Foregate  Fidd,  nigh  Stafford,  called  the  Crofits,  being  nnindosed, 
extending  from  the  lieldgaie  adjoining  the  house  in  the  possession  of  lliomas 
Townsend,  elcrk,  and  so  going  all  along  on  the  vest  side  of  the  indoeed  orofts  in 
the  Forcgatc  of  Stafford,  to  the  hine  going  and  turning  down  towards  the 
Crooked  Uridge  ford,  and  adjoining  all  along  from  the  said  Crooked  Bridge, 
downward  towards  the  said  town  of  Stafford,  by  the  lordship  of  Coton  on  the 
east  side  ;  and  al^o  all  their  titlies  arisinor  within  tlip  liberty  of  ITarherton,  other- 
wise Albricrhlon,  iu  the  said  county  ;  all  wliteli  premises  were  foriucrly  belonging 
to  the  said  college  of  Stall'ord  ;  to  hold  to  the  said  liode  and  A\  ard,  their  iieirs 
and  assigns,  paying  therefore  the  yearly  rent  of  £51.,  with  covenant  by  the  mayor 
and  burgesses,  to  pay  the  said  respective  sslaries  to  the  said  minister,  caiates» 
and  sdioolmaster,  and  perform  sU  other  the  said  cbaiitieSk  pursuaat  to  the  trusts 
reposed  in  the  said  mayor  and  bnigesses  by  the  said  letters  patent 


bUMMAKY  OP  THE  RENTAL  OP  THE  LANDS,  &c..  DEBIVED 
fliOM  im  QUEEN'S  QBANT,  from  im  to  mi. 


* 

1812 

1814 

1815 

IMH 

Tithes  ot'  Marston... 

Bo.  Coton,  kc  

Do.  Worston  

Do,  Salt  &  Enson... 
Glebe  &  Allotments 

&  9.  d. 
252  2  7 
51   0  0 
57  11  6 
240  13  4i 
122  18  0 
710  0 

£    9.  d. 

252  2  7 
51  0  0 
67  11  « 

210  v\  ^\ 

128  13  0 
7  10  0 

£   *.  d. 

252  2  7 
51  0  0 
5118  6 
240  8  4i 
128  13  0 
710  0 

£    9.  d. 

252   2  7 
51  0  0 
5118  6 
240  3  M 
128  13  0 
710  0 

£   9,  d, 

252  2  7 
51  0  0 
5118  6 
291  18  4i 
128  13  0 
7  10  0 

731  15  51 

737  10  5i 

731  12  5i 

731   7  5i 

783   2  H 

1817 

1818 

1819 

1820 

1821 

Tithes  of  Marston... 
Do.  Coton,  &c. 

Do.  "VVorston  

Do.  Salt  &  Enson... 
Glebe  ^  Allotments 

ADoiml  to  tenants  0 

£    *.  d. 
233   2  6 
51   0  6 
51  18  6 
210  19  7 
128  13  0 
710  0 

£    X.  d. 
238   0  10 
51    0  0 
51  IS  6 
205  17  11 
120  8  0 
710  0 

£    9.  d. 
277  9  5 
51   0  0 
51  IS  6 
267  12  8 
129  3  0 
7  10  0 

£    *.  d. 
293   0  3 

51   0  0 

51  18  6 
284  8  5 
128  9  0 

710  0 

£    *.  d. 

256  19  1 
51   0  0 
51  18  6 
309  9  4 
126  18  0 
7  10  0 

68S  3  7 
«t  of  the  tit 

675  1  3 
hnof  Man 

tmnklSal 

816  6  2 
tinlSSl... 

£ 

803  14  11 
89  810 

1774  11  1 
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ABSTRACT  OF  OTHER  CHARITIES^ 

Chetwynd  and  Abnett's  Charities. — John  Chetw^Tid  100/., 
and  Mrs.  Catherine  Abnett  12?.,  for  the  poor  persons  and  cliil- 
den  in  Noel's  alnishoiipcs.  This  income  is  5?.  ^2s.  per  aimum^ 
arising  from  interest  on  the  tithe-rent  of  Marston. 

Philip  and  Thomas  Foley's  Cha&itiks. — 1st  Aprils  1700; 
Philip  and  Thomas  Foley^  5/.  per  annnm,  from  the  rent  of 
Maraton,  for  poor  persons  and  children  in  NocFs  almshouses. 

BiKv's  ChaBItt.— 2drd  May,  1711 :  Riohard  Bynns^  BJ),, 
rector  of  Stafford^  mterest  of  502.  for  ifae  poor  in  Noel's  alms- 
honsea. 

Fowlbb's  Ckabitt. — 1699 :  Williain  Fowler  gave  (oonfirmed 
by  decree  dated  21  st  July,  1744)  2BL  per  annunij  chargeable 
on  Ooton  Fields,  for  the  inmates  of  the  almshouses.  * 

Faemee  and  Ceompton's  Charity. — 4th  January,  1725: 
"William  Fanner,  of  Penkridge,  gave  40/.,  the  interest  to  be  laid 
out  in  coals,  for  the  poor  of  the  tovni  of  Stafford, — ^not  for 
the  almshouses  exclusively.  And  Mrs.  Kebecca  Crompton,  of 
Creswell,  left  (every  Ist  January)  bs.  each  to  six  poor  widows 
living  in  btaiibrd.  This  has  since  increased  to  19«.  ^d,  for  each 
widow;  and  should  be  paid  to  them. 

CBOifFiOHB'  Chabitt. — ^9thFebniaiy«  1640:  Barbara  Oromp. 
ton  gave  40<.  per  annum  for  four  poor  widows  at  Easter,  John 
Crompton,  tiie  interest  of  5{.  for  the  poor  of  Kilwich,  at 
Christmaa.  Prudence  Crompton  (his  widow)  increased  this 
interest  to  10»*  per  annum. 

Lbyatib^  Ch&bity.— 2drd  Deo.  28  Chas.  2nd :  Robert  Leyatt 
left  30s.  per  annum,  payable  at  Michaelmas  and  Ladyday,  for 
the  relief  of  the  poor.    This  ia  duly  paid  in  the  name  of  Lcvatt. 

Staetin  &  Walton's  Charity. — loth  June,  1072:  Richard 
Startin  and  Izaak  Walton  left  3/.  6s.  8d.  per  annum  (Startin 
528.  and  Walton  148.  8d.),  the  latter  for  coals  for  the  poor  of 

•  In  1740^  Hw  ten  Mats  me  £4ff  ISi.  ed. ;  in  I809,  £41  5t.  {  ia  1814, 
£6$  Ite  i  in  1858,  £51  I2s. ;  and  the  fllini  people  are  entitled  afao  to  the  £19 
per  innmn  frooi  the  Mentom  tithea 
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the  borougli ;  one-half  on  St.  Thomas's  Daj^  and  one-half  at 
the  ParificatioD, — or  if  not  so  applied  for  coals,  for  the  poor  of 
the  parish  of  St.  Chad's,  or  for  repairiug  St.  Chad's  church^ 
yard  wall. 

Walton's  Chaeitt. — ^9th  August,  1698 :  Izaak  Walton  gave 
£10  to  bind  out  two  boys  yearly,  sons  of  honest  and  poor 
parents;  and  5/.  yearly  fur  some  maid  servant  (21  years  did), 
for  long  servitude,  or  «onie  poor  man's  daughter  (21  years  ulJ), 
for  her  mari  iage  gift  ;  20^  to  the  trustees  of  this  Charity,  for 
their  trouble ;  and  the  remainder  of  the  rent  of  his  farm  uL 
Half-head,  adjoining  Shallowford,  for  the  purchase  uf  coal^,  to 
be  given  away  in  the  lirst  week,  either  of  January  or  February, 
yearly;  and  if  not  so  disposed  of,  then  the  ehicf  magistrate  of 
Eccleshall  to  have  it  for  similar  purposes.  This  farm  (48a.  2r. 
27p.)  was  let  in  1808  for  26  years,  at  8(^1.  10s.  per  annum.  In 
the  dbantry  treasurer's  account  for  the  half-year,  1858,  this 
gift  is  only  32 L  \9t<  4d. — ^viz:  dividends,  9^.  9«.  and  rent 
per  W.  Ward,  23L  10«. 

PooB  BuBOsasES'  Pt7KD. — South  Sea  Ajmnities : — 

£  8.  d. 


8Ir  Hugh  Hometalcf  gave  60  0  0 

Mr.  Hugh  Homcrsly   50  0  0 

Mr.  Edwtl.  Scrimshire  ...  40  0  0 

Mr.  Scriuisliire    5  0  0 

Mr.  Ilichd.  Astbury    10  0  0 

Mr.F.Dorrington..   6  00 

Sir  Tlios.  Offl<7   100  0  0 

Lady  C.  Levesott    10  0  0 

Mr.  O.  Emery   90  0  0 

Sir  T.  Armstrong   40  0  0 

Mr.  Sale   20  0  0 

Mn.  Burgey    10  0  0 


Mn.PliiUiM                    dO  0  0 

Mr.  Blount                    80  0  0 

Lady  Temple                    30  0  0 

Mr.  Slaney                      10  0  0 

Mrs.  Kirton                  100  0  0 

Mn.  Harding                 20  0  0 

2!(T.R.Vont                   10  0  0 

Mr.  Jno.  Webb                 20  0  0 

latereataocnmvbitQd  130  12  3 


no  18  8 

The  interest,  21/.  6d.  ^d.^  is  given 
in  sums  of  40s.  each,  to  poor  bur- 
gesses on  tlie  21st  Dec. 

Palmer's  Charity. — 14th  March,  1638 :  John  Palmer  gave 
two  hoii5;o8  in  Martin's  Lane. (since  ez<dianged  for  two  in  the 
Broadeye)  for  two  poor  widows  to  reside  in,  and  Os.  8d.  per 
annum  for  an'  annnal  sermon  to  be  preached  in  St.  Mary's, 
on  Ascension  daj.  This  is  paid  by  the  possessors  from  the 
first-named  property. 

HiNTOiir's  Geabitt. — 5th  Feb.,  1684 :  This  charity  is  a  part 
of  several  other  charities  left  to  other  towns,  and  in  1833  there 
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was  23/.  188.  lid.  distributed.  Tlio  whole  of  this  bofjuost,  in 
connexion  with  other  places,  will  be  i'nlly  stated  under  the  head 
of  Liclifield.  It  has  generally  been  giveu  to  persouB  not  in 
receipt  of  parochial  relief. 

HoDGKiMa'  Charity. — 2nd  Feb.,  1701 :  Abraham  Hodgkins 
gave  some  houses  in  Eastgate-sti  eet,  for  poor  inhabitants  to 
reside  in,  sabject  to  a  perpetual  gift  of  8a.  per  onn.  to  William 
Fowler  and  lus  heirs. 

SmTB's  Ghabitt. — 12th  June,  1625:  James  Smith  gave 
]  4^  per  annum  for  the  poor  of  Stafford.  This  was  an  original 
portion  or  proportionate  share  of  the  rents  of  a  great  number 
of  estates,  purchased  for  the  poor  of  various  pUces,  and  the 
Charity  Commissioners  were  of  opinion  that  it  ought  to  be 
greatly  augmented.  They  state  that  the  manor  of  Fradawell, 
one  of  the  estates,  was  bought  by  his  trustees  for  charitable 
purposes,,  but  that  the  Earl  of  Essex  being  in  possession  at  that 
time  contiiuied  as  occupier,  or  as  their  tenant,  and  having  the 
OT-igiiuil  deeds  in  his  puasession,  the  mere  original  amounts 
iiaiued  have  been  paid  to  the  poc)r,  instead  of  the  irJiolc  of  the 
aniiii'd  I'dlue  or  rents,  and  this  has  continued  to  be  the  case  for 
nearly  2U0  years.  The  words  in  tlio  original  conve^'ances 
being  (1st  May,  1()58,  and  13th  May,  1675) : — *Hhat  the  manor 
or  lordships  of  Fnidswell,  with  the  rights,  members,  and  appur- 
tenances thereto  belonging,  in  the  county  of  Stafford,  and  all 
lands,  tenements,  rents,  and  reversions,  services  and  heredita- 
ments  to  the  same  manor  belonging,  then  late  in  the  possession 
or  occupation  of  Robert  Earl  of  Essex,  deceased,  or  of  his 
assigns,  shall  be  conveyed  upon  trust  that  the  said  premises 
and  the  yearly  issues  and  profits  thereof  should  be  employed 
and  disposed  of  according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of 
the  said  deed,  decree,  declaration,  and  last  mil  of  the  said 
Henry  Smith/' 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  present  holder,  who  claims 
hy  descent  from  the  }d)ove  named  Earl  of  Essex,  ought  to  pay 
th4i  whoh  of  tJw  n>)it{i  uf  this  estate  to  the  benefit  of  the  four 
towns  named  by  the  donor,  viz  : — Tamworth,  Lichfield,  New- 
castlo-under-Lino,  and  Stallurd;  and  in  the  proportions  named 
by  him — Tamworili,  li  parts;  Lichfield,  18  parts;  fcitati'ord, 
14  parts ;  and  Newcuritle,  12  pai'ts. 
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Fowler's  Ciiakity. — 11th  April,  1<.)0v>:  Siuiou  l-'owler  left 
for  the  use  of  tlio  j^oor  12/.  yearly,  thus  :  upon  May-day  and  tlio 
Feast  of  Philip  and  James,  9^.  to  poor  persons ;  2/.  for  two 
gowns  for  two  poor  persons  (the  first  receivers,  if  alive,  not  to 
receive  them  again  until  the  fourth  year);  and  1/.  for  the 
minister  of  St.  Mary's,  to  preach  two  sermons  on  the  above- 
named  days. 

Perte's  Charity. — ^24th  October,  1716:  Humphrey  Pcryc 
g-ave  «)/.  per  annum  (this  is  also  a  joint  charity  >vith  liilston), 
for  apprenticing-  one  boy  eight  miles  Out  of  Stafford^  every 
alternate  year  with  Bilston. 

ToMBBs'  Chabitt. — L6tk  July,  1721 :  John  Tombcs  gave  bL 
per  annnm^  for  five  of  the  poorest  widows  of  Stafford. — ^Trustees, 
the  rector  and  thq  head  master  of  the  scliooL 

AVebb's  Charity— 19th  June,  17^:  John  Webb  left  40s. 
per  annum,  for  20  poor  widows,  to  be  given  to  them  twice 
a-yeafj  %,e,  on  St.  John's  and  Midstnnmer-day.  This  gift  was 
derived  from  two  houses  in  James-streetj  formerly  the  property 
of  Mr.  Webb,  of  Colton. 

Hales's  CiLvuiTY.— 10th  Aj^ril,  1G43:  Peter  Hales  left  20s. 
yearly, — one  raoictv  for  repairs  of  St.  Chad's  church,  the  other 
moiety  for  ten  })our  persons.  This  comes  out  of  the  rent  of  the 
Bull's  Head,  in  Diglake. 

Chambbbum's  Ghabtty.^  4th  of  Charles  1st.,  October  6th : 
Thomas  Chamherlin,  otherwise  Backhoase,  granted  U.  ids.  4d. 
per  aminm,  as  follows : — Ont  of  Backhouse's  meadow's  rents — 

£  a. 


To  the  poor  of  Castle    1  13  4 

„    „  of  St.  Mary's    2  6  8 

To  the  Ministw  of  Seigfaford  for  praudiing  a  sermon   0  6  8 

To  the  Minister  of  Castle  for  the  like    0  6  8 


BoLDEs'  Chabitt.— 3rd  May,  1697 :  Thomas  Bolde  lefb  10s. 
for  two  sermons  to  be  preached  in  Marston  Chapel — ^the  one 
upon  Hay-day,  and  the  other  npon  the  1st  November;  and 
also  58.  each,  for  six  poor  people  of  Marston,  to  be  paid  on 
St.  Thomas's  Day. 
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Gross  Ilecipta  of  the  Stafford  Ciiaritiefi 

€   s.  d. 

I'orthc  year  1852    418  11)  0 


1853 
1S51 
1855 


402 


'0 


501  15 
US  4 


4 

8 
:i 


£  s.  d. 

For  the  year  1856    390  13  6 

1857          2:.r,  IS  11 

7orhaU-jreArl858           29C  12  0 


The  ditferences  in  the  above  yearly  accounts  occur  thus :  in  the 
first  five  yeard  the  sdiool  rents  averaL'*'  about  240^.,  whilst  in 
18o7,  thcv  only  amount  to  about  1-30/.,  but  in  the  half-year  of 
itibS,  tliey  amount  to  246Z.j  doubtless  including  the  non-pay- 
ment in  1857. 

We  hfikTO  now  seen  ibe  ancient  condition  of  tho  Schools  and 
Charities,  and  as  a  matter  of  companson  and  reference^  the  foU 
bwing  figures  shew  the  rents  u|»  to  a  recent  date  (1857) : — 

Iievett*8Gliariir   £1 10 

Almshouses  ditto...*.   C  10 

Sutton's  ditto   8  0 

School  ditto  131  0 

Furiucr  &  Cromytou's  do.  13  10 
Ditto  caah.  for  repair  of  ^     ^  q 


0 

0 
0 
4 
0 


Walton's  Oharity  ......  £50  U 

Palmer's  ditto   0  6 

Crompton's  ditto   2  0 

South  Sea  Aiiuuities  ......  23  5 

Startia's  Charity   2  12 


7 

8 
0 
4 
0 


841  8  11 


Out  of  tliis,  the  Head  Master  of  tho  School  received  but  81/.  lOs. 
lid.,  as  tho  loj^'-al  expenses  were  78/.  7s.  id.,  ami  tho  two  audit 
dinners  and  stamps  (a  mysterious  and  rare  conjunctiuu  !)  swal- 
lowed up  0/.  7s.  (>d.  Tt  appears  that  the  Head  Master's  income 
before  this,  for  some  yeai  s,  was  double  the  above  amount,  but 
ou  this  oeeasion  he  was  oldiged  to  be  satisfied  with  ouo-holf"  to 
pay  the  costs  of  the  dispute  then  existing. 


Since  the  ])ubHcation  of  the  Commissioners'  Report,  in 
1828,  the  three  following  Endowments  have  been  added  to  the 
list  of  Charities  of  this  Borough.* 

Kenderdine's  Charity. — 1828:  John  Kenderdine,  of  Staf 
ford,  by  his  will  bequeathed  GL  5s.  to  be  given  in  half-crowns 
to  50  ])(j()r  widows,  residing  in  StaiVord,  on  St.  Tlunuas's  Day. 
Tho  endowment  consists  of  250/.  consols,  and  stands  in  the 

•  The  partfcnlars  of  Mr.  Aldennaa  Sidney's  Charity  and  Mr.  Rogers'  CbuHtj 
will  be  fuuud  at  the  end  of  th^fieport  of  Inquiry  into  the  Sufibrd  Charitici^  in  « 
Buliaet^ueot  page. 
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Bank  of  England  in  the  names  of  the  executors  of  Chas.  Ken- 
derdine.  The  interest  amounte  to  7L  lOs., — 25a.  being  willed 
to  bis  erecntora  for  their  tronble.  The  chnrity  is  distanfonted 
hy  the  ministers  and  ohurehimdens  of  Bfc.  Mary's^  who  reoeiye 
it  through  ICr.  Hand, 

Sidney's  Cha.bitt. — Tn  1857,  Aid.  Thomas  Sidney,  of  Lon- 
don, invested  £700  consols  in  tlic  names  of  the  Muyor,  the 
Kector  oi'  »Sl.  Mary's^  and  the  Incumbent  of  Christ  Church,  who 
di^ributo  the  proceeds,  211.  annually,  to  21  poor  widows. 

RoQERs^s  CitAErrr. — 1858:  J.  Rogers,  Esq.,  of  Leamington, 
invested  £500  in  the  public  funds,  the  annual  interest  of  which, 
£15,  is  appropriated  by  the  Charity  Trustees,  on  St.  Thomas's 
Day,  to  the  apprenticing  of  two  boys  and  one  girl  the  first  year, 
and  two  &^ls  and  one  hoy  the  following  year:  sad  so  on, 
altemaiely  for  ail  future  years. 


BECENT  HISTORY  OF  THE  FREE  GRAHMAB 

SCHOOL. 

In  August,  1843,  a  body  of  statutes  were  drawn  np  nnd 
ratified  by  the  trustees  and  visiter  (the  Bishop  of  Lichfield), 
which,  having  been  superseded  by  those  of  the  scheme  of  1858, 
need  not  be  narrated.  The  school  was  conducted  under 
that  Scheme  until  an  application,  by  petition,  was  made 
to  the  Attom^-Oeneial  in  1856.  This  arose  from  the  circiim- 
Btanoe  of  eight  of  the  trustees  being  dead,  and  three  having 
become  non-resident;  therefore  the  legally  qualified  trustees 
wished  to  have  the  proper  number  filled  up,  and  a  new  Sdieme 
passed  for  the  government  of  the  school.  The  clerk  to  the 
Charity  Commissioners,  J.  P.  Fearon,  Esq.,  hereupon  had  a 
notice  publicly  exhibited  in  Stafiord,  of  which  the  following 
is  a  copy: —  * 

OOPT  OF  NOTICE. 
"Id  the  metier  of  the  several  Qharities  called  ilie  EVee  Gzammar  Scliodlof 
King  Edwaid  the  YI.,  laaac  Watton'a  Charitj,  Qneen  lli2abetli*s  Charity,  Sir 

Martin  Noel's  Charity,  John  Chetwynd's  Charity,  Catharine  Abnott's  Chanty, 
Philip  Tolcy's  Charity,  Thomas  Foley's  Charity,  Doctor  Burn's  Charity,  Sinion 
Ifowler'a  Charity,  Robert  Snttpa's  Chvity,  Lady  Seriiaca  Croupioa's  Charity, 
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Robert  Levitt's  Charity,  ]{ichar(l  Siarlin's  Cliarity,  Kr)l)oH  ralincr's  Cliimty, 
William  Fanner's  Charity,  llcbecca  Crompton's  Charity,  John  AN'ehb's  Charity, 
\V  iliiam  Fowler's  Charity,  and  the  Burgesses'  Forty  Shillings'  Charity,  ail  in 
the  Borough  of  StatForil,  m  the  County  of  Stafford. 

"Notice  is  hereby  »dveB,  that  application  has  been  made  to  llcr  Majesty's 
Attorney-General,  for  his  ^sanction  to  a  i^ciiiiou  to  the  Right  Uouorable  the 
Master  of  the  Hulls,  in  the  matter  uf  the  Charities  above-mentioned,  in  wluch 
John  Crilllu,  mayor;  Thomas  Salt,  banker;  Edward  Knight,  doctor  of 
medioine;  James  Tavnock,  gentleman;  and  Edward  Lloyd,  maniifachirer;  all 
of  the  Borough  of  Stafford;  and  the  Beverend  William  Webb^  of  Tixall,  near 
thereto^  derki  aio  the  petitioners^  whudi  petition  states  that  m  po^^ 
proviswDB  of  the  Mnoioipal  CoqEmtion  B«form  AiA,  8e?etttee&  persons  were 
appointed  tmsteo.s  of  the  said  eharitics,  of  whom  eight  r  dead,  and  three 
non-resident,  reducing  the  number  of  acting  trustees  to  six.  it  is  further  stated 
in  the  said  petition  that  the  management  and  government  of  the  Free  Grammar 
School,  by  the  flrsf-n.'uncd  of  the  said  charities,  is  raiiable  of  con?idcral)k' 
impTOTpment,  so  as  without  infringing  upon  the  spirit  of  the  letters  patcut  under 
wliich  it  was  founded,  to  enable  it  to  meet  the  frrowiug  requirements  of  the 
inhabitauts  of  the  said  borough,  at  the  jjrcscut  day ;  iiud  the  petitioners  have 
accordingly  caused  a  scheme  for  the  better  management  and  government  of  the 
said  school  to  be  prepared. 

"The  Petition  prays  that  such  three  ui)U-refc.idcut  trustees,  namely :— John 
Rogers,  Chariea  Dudley,  and  Thomas  Stevenson,  may  be  removed  firom  being 
trustees  of  the  said  ohazities;  and  that  the  Hererend  William  Edward  Coldwe]], 
rector  of  St  Mary's  Ghnicfa»  Stalford;  Kobert  William  Hand,  Solicitor;  Thomas 
Salt,  jnoior,  ooaaltj  magii^nte;  John  Morgan,  wine  merchant ;  George  Francb 
Qriffin,  drai)er;  John  Thomas  Ilarluid,  doctor  of  mediciiu^  Thomas  Tuner, 
ironmonger ;  Walter  Wright,  stationer ;  John  llcnsou  Webfa^  banker;  William 
Edward  Masfcn,  bachelor  of  nicdifinr;  llcnry  Bruce,  grocer;  and  William 
Mountford,  p-lazier;  who  arc  all  resident  householders  in  or  near  to  the  said 
borough  of  Stafford,  and  have  all  consented  to  aeeept  olliee,  may  be  appointed 
new  trustees  of  tin;  said  charities,  in  eonjunetion  with  the  petitioners  (the  six 
acting  truiitccij) ;  uiid  that  all  proper  directions  may  he  given  for  vcijtin^'  the 
funds  jmd  property  of  the  said  respective  charities  in  such  new  and  old  trustees 
aooordingly ;  and  that  the  scheme  so  prepared  by  them,  for  the  better  manage- 
ment and  govenment  of  the  Free  Gxamniar  School,  with  soch  variations  (if 
any),  as  the  Court  shall  direct,  or  some  other  scheme  fdl*  the  better  management 
and  government  of  the  said  fine  school  may  be  approved  of  and  established. 

"If  any  person  shall  have  any  objection  to  tbc  prayer  of  the  said  petition, 
snch  objection,  togefher  with  the  gronnds  thereof,  is  to  be  communicated  in 
writing  to  the  undersigned,  on  the  part  of  Her  Majesty's  Attomey-General,  on 
or  before  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  Novcmlx^r  instant.  Dated  this  eighth  day  of 
November,  1856.  John  l\  Fearon,  21,  Great  Goorge-strect,  Westminster." 
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Ui)on  this,  a  counter-petition  was  sent  to  the  Attorney- 
Geneml  (bii*  11.  Bcthell),  as  follows  ;— 

COPY  OP  PETITION. 

**bt  THE  HaITEB  Of  TEB  8EVEBAL  ChABITXBS,  STAFfOBD.— 2b  the  Rigid 

Horn.  Sir  Eiekard  SeiMl,  Knight,  Her  Majestj^t  JtianuM-Oeneral,  4r.,  §c 
The  Peiiiiim  ^  the  ntnien^ned  tnhabiiamls  qf  the  Borough  of  Stafford. 

"  ShcwetL, — ^That  your  petitioners  have  learnt  with  much  surprise,  that  the 
Thistees  of  tbe  dxyve-nained  duritieB^  nrident  in  Staibr^  1am  rwmSiy  made 
apfAicatioii  for  your  aanction  for  the  prcsoifatuni  of  a  petition  to  the  Bi^t 
Hon.  the  Master  of  the  Bolla,  mthe  matter  of  the  several  cfaaritiea^  irithin  the 
fioroiigh  of  Stallbrd;  and  that  the  petitionera  in  that  behalf  amongst  other 
ihings»  have  caused  a  scheme  to  be  prepared  for  the  better  msaagement  and 
KOfetiiment  of  the  free  Grammar  School,  one  of  the  said  trusts ;  and  the  said 
petitioners  further  pray,  that  eertain  nonoceaident  trustees  may  be  removed 
from  the  said  trust ;  and  the  several  vacancies  therein  occasioned,  by  removals 
and  ilt  atli,  filled  np,  so  as  to  render  Ihr  •number  entire  and  complete.  Your 
fvutitiont  rs  respectfully  request  that  you  will  witlihold  your  assent  tu  any 
sclji  :iu-  for  the  nuinaiircraent  of  the  Grammar  School  until  the  inhubitants  of  the 
tijvrn  at  larpre  liave  liatl  it  placed  bi-fore  them  in  order  tliat  they  may  have  an 
opportunity  ui"  judging  whether  it  is  in  reality  adapted  '  to  meet  the  growing 
reqaircmenta  of  the  said  Borough.*  Your  petitioners  fully  ooncur  in  the 
Q^auon  expressed  bgr  the  tmstees^  tiiat  'the  management  and  goremment'  of 
the  said  Tree  Grammar  School  are  'capable  of  oonaiderahle  improremoit for 
Qoinatitiitionof  the  londoonld  hare  rendered  so  small  a  modicum  of  bencfitto 
tlietown  in  oompanson  viih  its  amide  endowmenl 

"Ttat  your  pefilioners,  whilst  disclaiming  the  slightest  personal  objection  to 
anyone  of  the  individuals  nominated  to  constitute  tlie  future  body  of  trustees, 
cannot  but  feci,  that,  as  they  are  all  members  of  the  EstaJjiishcd  Church,  their 
appointment  would  inflict  an  act  of  injustice  on  other  rcspcetablc  inhabitants  of 
Stafford,  who,  as  your  petitioners  beheve,  arc  passed  over  simply  on  account  of 
their  not  bemu:  in  communion  with  the  Chuich  of  Ihisxland.  As  the  mayor  of 
the  Borongli,  far  the  time  being  is,  ex-officio,  a  trustee  of  the  charities,  if  is  pre- 
sumed that  the  legislature  and  the  government  did  not  contemplate  the  exclusion 
of  nou-conformista  from  the  oiEcc  of  trustees ;  otherwise,  a  provision  of  the  law 
voold  have  been  made  to  that  dfect,  and  non-oonformiat  mayors  would  have 
been  incapacitated  irom^ing  in  that  capacity.  Bvt,  in  fact,  aoch  endnsion  is 
eontrsiy  to  the  spuit  which  happily  pervades  all  modem  legislatioii,  and  would 
he  a  return  to  the  abandoned  qrstem  of  disabilities  and  disqualifications. 

"Tour  petitioneni>  therefore,  earnestly  pray  that  you  will  not  sanction  such  a 
pioeeeding  by  recommending  the  appointment  of  a  hst  of  exclumre  trustees  for 
the  management  of  the  scvend  Chanties  aforesaid,  and  especially  by  sanctioning 
the  scheme  for  the  government  of  the  j^ree  Grammar  School,  until  due  enquiry 
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shall  be  made,  with  a  view  to  introduce,  on  a  broad  and  (X)mpreUeiisivc  principle, 
a  fair  representation  of  all  cLosscs  of  the  inbnbitants  into  the  local  administrai- 
tion  of  the  Churilie.s  of  the  Horouirli  of  Stafford. 

"And  your  petitioners  viU,  as  in  duty  bound,  ever  pray." 

The  heating  of  these  opposing  documents  came  on  before 
the  Master  of  the  Bolls  in  dae  course,  and  the  public  report  in 
the  Stajfordehmre  Advertiser  appeared  as  follows : — 

NOVBHBER  Si^  1867. 
IN  BB  THS  STAfFOAD  GRAMBCAR  SCHOOL. 

This  case,  whieli  has  l)eeu  some  time  since  sent  to  the  Chief  Clerk  to  settle 
u  scheme  for  the  charities,  and  for  tlie  appointment  of  new  trustees,  came  before 
the  Goiort  agum  tcMlay  upon  two  achemes-^ine  tike  snrvmng  trustee  of  the 
ciiaiitr  fwuSb,  and  the  other  hj  the  Attoni^-GeneiiL  The  hitter  contended 
that  some  of  the  new  tnutees  ahonld  be  etlected  from  DiaaenterSi  instead  of  aD» 
as  hitherto^  from  memben  ci  the  Chnrdi  of  England;  and  that  if  the  chiUrai 
of  Diaaenten  used  the  scliool,  persons  shonld  be  appointed  to  administer  to 
them  religions  education  according  to  the  creeds  and  persuasions  of  their 
parents.  The  survirinf?  trustees  of  the  Charities,  on  the  contrary,  insisted  that 
the  Stafltord  Charities  were  intended  by  the  founder  to  be  npplicd  solely  for  the 
endowment  and  sustcntation  of  a  (^hurch  of  England  school,  and  that  it  would 
l>e  most  opposite  to  the  founder's  wishes,  and  most  detrimental  to  the  interest  of 
the  town  and  school,  that  the  character  of  the  school  should  be  altered  in  the 
sweeping  manner  so  suggested  by  the  Attomey-GcneraL 

The  Attofney-Genend  and  Mr.  Widcens  appeared  for  the  Ckown;  Mr,  "SL. 
Palmer  and  Mr.  Kenycm  fbr  the  petitioners^ 

Hie  Master  of  the  BoUs  said  he  could  oafy  consider  the  sdiool  as  a  Choreh 
df  England  Grammar  School,  the  trustees  of  whioh  must  he  memben  of  the 
Chnrch  of  England.  It  was  one  of  King  Edward's  Grammar  Schools.  The 
case  had  been  put  with  great  acuteness  and  dexterity  by  the  Attomey-Geucral, 
as  rcsemblin;?  that  of  the  Sherborne  Grammar  Sehool ;  hut  he  confessed  his 
own  inability  to  see  any  eireumstanee  whieh  would  justify  him  in  saying  that  the 
original  objeet  of  the  trust  Wiis  of  so  expansive  a  nature  as  that,  from  the 
circumstanees  of  the  times,  the  school  could  be  wnsidrred  otherwise  than  as  a 
Church  of  England  iichool,  under  the  management  oi  iij^-mbers  of  that  Church, 
Whatever  might  be  the  inclination  of  his  private  opmion,  he  could  not,  a^i  a 
jndge,  alter  the  trasts  of  the  charity.  He  conld  only  direct  that  the  sdiohoa 
should  be  instmcted  in  the  doctrines  and  discipline  of  the  Chnzdi  of  Eo^snd,  as 
the  tnutees  should  from  time  to  time  direot.  How  iar  the  other  scholsn  were 
to  participate  in  the  general  education  must  be  left  to  the  trostees.  It  was  in 
the  power  of  the  Lord  Chaneellor,  as  visiter,  to  .modify  the  trusts  from  time  to 
iimc^  if  he  thought  fit.  The  tnisteea  must^  tbeiefoie»  be  selected  from  penooa 
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belong-in^  to  the  Kytnljlislied  Church  of  England,  and  the  education  and  ixIi<^ious 
instructiou  of  scholars  using  the  school  must  be  governed  hy  the  statutes  and 
resulntions  made  by  the  Lord  ChRnccUor,  the  visiter,  and  the  other  ^'ow mors  <»!' 
Urn  i»cliool,  in  the  same  way  as  wils  decreed  by  Vicc-Chancelloi:  Wood  iu  the  cose 
o£  the  Chelttiisfurd  Grauunai'  School  Charities. 

TJiese  give  a  dear  explanation  of  the  dispute  between 
the  contending  parties.  Upon  the  publication  of  the  judgment 
the  Chairman  of  the  Trustees  issued  the  following  address : — 

"STAFPUiiU  CHARITIES. 

*'  My  dear  FeUow  Townsmen,  BQi^;e8S«  and  othen.— The  trustees  of  the 
Tree  Grammar  School  and  other  charities  in  which  you  are  interested,  have  h;ng 
df^sircd  to  make  yon  all  fully  acquainted  with  the  part  wc  have,  felt  it  our  duty 
1o  tak(f  in  the  faithful  disehargu  of  our  trust,  and  X  aow  beg  you  to  bear  with 
me  whilst  T  endeavour  to  do  so. 

**Prf'\  iciusly  t(t  the  yofir  18i3,  we  were  much  disturbed  to  lliid  tiie  Sehool 
sadly  neglected,  and  almost  entirely  unattended:  indeed,  I  believe  at  one  time, 
there  were  (u!0  paid  Masters  (decliuiug  to  give  au  English  education,  which  they 
could  not  be  compelled  to  do,)  and  only  one  boy.  We  met  repeatedly,  and  did 
all  we  oould  to  put  things  m  better  shape,  hut  seemed  to  have  no  power  trithout 
tike  gteet  diffieoltr,  xisk,  and  eqpeiue  of  an  applioatioii  to  the  Court  of 
Chaoeerr.  After  aome  oonanltatioii  with  the  Bishop  (Bowstead),  and  with  the 
ffXf  Talnable  and  gcatoitoos  aid  of  Mr.  Kenjon,  a  barrister  enunently  qoalified 
for  sodi  a  task,  we  drew  up  a  Code  of  Bnlea,  sndi  as  \vc  had  full  reason  to 
believe  the  Court  of  Chancery  would  approve.  One  valuable  feature  in  these 
atatutes  was,  that  your  Rector  kindly  permitted  us  to  introduce  an  English 
master,  the  appointment  of  whom  is  vested  in  the  Reetor  of  St.  Mary's,  the 
the  Mayor  of  StalTord,  and  the  Ueiid  Master  of  the  Eree  Grammar  School.  So 
far  as  we  could,  we  have  acted  upon  tliese  statutes,  and  the  school  has  in  coqso> 
quence  orked  bettor  ever  since,  though  by  no  means  to  our  satisfaction.  In 
order  to  make  it  as  clhcicut  aa  it  ought  to  be,  and  by  God's  blessing  we  arc 
determined  to  make  it,  larger  powers  were  needed.  Accordingly,  in  1S55,  we 
again  sought  the  adviee  and  assistanoe  of  ISt.  Ecnyon,  and  oarefoUy  drew  up  a 
new  form  of  statutes,  which,  after  they  had  reoeiTed  the  approval  of  the  Bishop 
of  Idcfafield,  in  eonibrmity  with  the  charter,  were  mbmitted  for  the  sanction  of 
the  Court  of  Ctaanoaf,  At  the  same  tim^  in  consequence  of  the  death  or 
removal  of  a  nugority  of  onr  cdlleagnes,  we  applied  for  the  appointment  of 
addhtional  tmateaa. 

"At  this  moment,  some  of  the  Dissenters  in  your  town  petitioned  to  have 
their  names,  or  th(»e  of  some  of  tlielr  l)ody  inserted,  in  lieu  of  ^ome  of  those  we 
had  named,  who,  in  accordance  with  the  Intention  of  the  trust,  were  mendx-rs  of 
the  Church  of  FrPg^ft"**    They  put  their  cauae  into  the  bauds  of  tiic  Attorney- 
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Gtnen],  who^  tbxoa^  Mr.  Jearon,  a  solicitor  *  in  London,  tried  to  induoe  your 
trasteoB  to  make  some  oompionusey  -wliich  ve  ooidd  not  entertain  vithout 
betn^ing  our  aacrdl  tmat^  and  faaaenhig,  if  not  cndaogoring  altogether,  the 

xdigioas  teaching  in  the  school,  and  violating  the  evident  intention  of  its  pious 
founder,  that  the  schdais  should  be  instmicted  in  the  pure  doctrines  of  the 

Church  of  England. 

"It  is  clear  that  yotir  trustee?,  r\8  hononrablc  and  faithful  men,  could  only 
treat  this  with  drlcriuiui  d  opposition,  having  lirst  roasoncd  with  thrir  opponents 
on  the  imiiropritji)  oi  iucxirring:  fruitless  exponse— :iu  lixijcnsr  wliirh  woidd  fall 
on  the  funds  of  the  charity,  and  which  might  cripple  its  uiscfuiness  for  some 
years. 

"TlieTeaQlt,  lam  thankfiil  to  tell  you,  has  most  oompletely  vindicated  the 
oouae  the  tmatees  haTe  taken.  The  cause  was  h«trd  \sj  tiie  ICaater  of  fbe 
fioUs,  on  Tuesday  las<^  24th  November,  haying  beoi  opened  by  a  long  speech 
from  the  Attoniey-GenerBl ;  immediately  after  which  his  Honour,  interrupting 
our  counsel,  (which  I  cannot  help  regretting,  as  I  am  ^rcll  aware  his  case  would 
have  been  most  valuable  to  the  puljlic  at  lai^^c,  couhl  it  liave  been  delivered), 
said,  'I  consider  it  a  Cluirdi  of  Eu.ulaud  School.  Silting  here  as  n  jurl.^c,  T  liave 
no  power  or  jurisdietiou  to  alter  the  trusts  of  a  charity,  and  i  have  not  the 
slightest  doubt  of  this  being  a  Church  of  Enarland  charity,  for  Church  ol 
England  purposes,  and  so  with  relation  to  tliaf  charity  I  ;un  bound  to  appoint 
iruslets  w  ho  are  meuibers  of  ihe  Church  of  Lugkuid,  and  iwivc  thcui  to  frame 
such  regnltttions  as  th^  flunk  fit  for  that  purpose.' 

"This  settled  the  question  as  regards  the  Grammar  Sdiool— settled  it  you 
will  obsoTC^  without  our  counsel  being  called  upon  to  ent«  upon  his  case. 

"You  will,  I  am  sure,  understand  thai  Dissenters'  childroi  are  not  refused 
admission  to  the  school.  They  most,  however,  if  they  avaU  themselves  of  the 
privileges  it  offers  to  them,  be  taught  what  that  school  w.'is  principally  founded 
to  teach  them,  and  what  I  am  glad  to  say  many  parentfi,  though  Dissenters,  have 
been  thankful  their  cliildren  should  be  taught  in  the  school.  T  fnist  it  may 
always  be  so,  until,  l)y  (iod's  uu  rcy,  every  Nonconformist  shall  be  as  willing  to 
return  into  comitiuuiou  with  us  as  we  shall  always  be  to  receive  them. 

">,'ow  comes  the  qucbtiou  of  the  other  trusts,  which  arc  uuuicrous,  and  in 
which,  though  not  of  the  same  vital  importance  as  the  school,  many  ot  you  arc 
more  interested.  When  we  explained  to  our  opponents  that  it  was  impossible 
for  us  to  yield  to  their  wishes  in  the  slightest  degree  with  regard  to  the  school, 
they  certainly  led  us  to  understand,  that  an  adverse  decision  with  regard  to  the 
Grammar  School  would  decide  the  whole  question:  great  was  my  suiprbe  there- 
fore, to  fmd  the  Attorney- General  instructed  to  seek  for  different  trustees  to  be 
^^pointed  for  these  charities,  thereby  causing  ua  consideankbb  additional  e^enae. 

*lfr.  IWonis  tiie  regularly  appointed  pexMm  to  offleiaUy  receive  such 
petitions  and  wateh  Aeir  progress  on  faebalf  of  the  Charilj  Conunisaloneri, 
therefore^  tUs  remark  was  not  fUr  towards  him  or  die  petitionots. 


Digitized  by  Google 


THB  FRBE  OBAHICAB  SCHOOL. 


63 


I  give  yoiL  wj  hoooiir  that  these  charities  have  been  given  iibendly,  and  some- 
times, in  my  opinio!!,  too  indiacrimiti  ttdy  to  othcra  as  well  ns  to  mcmhcrs  nf  the 
Chnrch  of  ETi:J:l;nnl.  H'mce,  therct'ore,  they  have  been  thus  dispensed,  and  arc 
o«  inij:  suk'ly  tu  the  bounty  of  lucmljers  of  the  Church  of  England,  T  rnnnnt 
utiilcTstiuid  either  the  need  or  the  justice  of  ;dlo\ring  others  to  dislrilmtc  (hcin  ; 
iinA  1  IxJicve  there  are  very  few  of  you  who  will  not  tliink  my  view  the  just 
and  honest  one.  But  be  that  as  it  may,  I,  as  £ui  individual  trustee  (for  I  write 
OB  mj  own  reqmisibility),  wiU  nerer  oooMSnt  to  any  iq^jNuntmeiLt  that  I  do  not 
Mere  would  have  been  sanctioiied  bjthoee  esoeUent  penons  to  whom  we  are 
indebted  for  these  oharities, 

**  I  am  at  loss,  at  present,  to  say  what  will  be  the  cost  of  these  proeeedings* 
but  can  aasoic  you,  the  trustees  haye  done  all  in  their  power  to  make  it  as  li^t 
as  possibly  and  wiU  do  so  with  regard  to  the  futore^  if,  which  they  trust  may  not 
be  the  case,  the  opponents  sUll press  any  further  proceedings.  I  beg  to  snbschbe 
njBejif ,  your  6uthfal  firiend, 

"THOMAS  SALT,  Chauiuun  of  the  Trustees, 
StaHbrd.  December  Ist,  1867.** 

Consequent  upon  tlie  sboye  judgment  of  the  Master  of  the 
Bolls  a  new  scheme  was  drawn  up  and  sanctioned^  dated  22nd 
Jane,  1858>  and  new  bye-laws  were  added.  The  statutes  pro- 
vide that  the  trustees  be  seventeen  Chnrch  of  England  men,  to 
gtve  up  office  by  notice,  or  upon  leaving  the  established  churchy 
or  by  absence  of  two  years  from  trustee  meetings.  When  re- 
duced in  number  to  ciglit^  new  trustees  (nine)  to  be  elected, 
with  sanction  of  Court  of  Cliaiicery,  and  cunsent  uf  tlic 
attorney-gent  nil.  Meetings,  first  Tuesdays  in  February  and 
August,  at  the  ScLoi d-liouse ;  extra  meetini^^s,  wlieii  and  where 
they  may  ohoojio.  Two  can  call  a  meeting  by  iriving  otlier 
trustees  notice  eight  clear  dnys  Ijcfbre  of  the  special  business 
intended  to  be  moved.  Chairman  to  be  appointed  by  the  ma- 
jority of  votes.  Accounts  to  bo  audited  at  the  February  meet- 
ing, up  to  the  previous  31st  December,  and  published  in  one  or 
more  Stafford  newspapers.  Treasurer  to  be  appointed  and 
dismissed  by  trustees — salary  at  their  discretion.  Cash  to  be 
placed  in  bank,  and  payments  by  cheque,  signed  by  two 
trustees,  or  one  trustee  and  treasurer.  £25  per  annum,  at 
most,  to  be  laid  out  in  library  books,  and  in  purchase  and 
repairs  of  mathematical  and  philosophical  instruments.  &c. 

Head  and  Secokd  Master  to  be  members  of  the  established 
church,  and  graduates  of  one  of  the  universities — any  other 
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master  to  be  appointed  by  the  bead  master,  if  approved  of  by 
tbe  trasteea.  If  bead  master  does  not  appoint  when  neoessaiy, 
troBtees  to  do  so.  The  masters  to  hold  no  other  ecclesiastic  or 
ciyil  office  without  consent  of  trustees,  and  even  then  to  desist 
holding  after  three  months'  notice  from  trustees — ^non-consent 
to  cause  dismissal.  Masters  to  give  three  months'  notice  if 
desirous  of  resigning ;  no  salaries  to  be  paid  if  notice  be  not 
givun.  Uudcr  maator'a  oiiicje,  when  vacaut,  to  be  held  void  if 
udvisiable. 

ScHuLAKS  to  be  educated  in  religion;  the -Greek,  Latin, 
French,  and  English  lanLnTa<res  j  and  all  the  branches  of  a  com- 
mercial, and  also  of  a  polite,  education.  To  be  seven  years  old, 
or  upwards ;  able  to  write  and  read  English,  and  uiiiufected  on 
admission.  No  boy  to  remain  after  Ijeing  eighteen  years  old, 
except  by  special  permission^  until  ho  bo  twenty.  Prefereuco 
to  be  given  to  boys  residing  in  the  borough,  when  the  school 
is  full ;  application  for  admission  to  be  made  to  the  trustees^ 
the  head  master^  or  treasurer,  and  the  boys  to  pay  not  exceed- 
ing thirty  shillings  per  quarter  capitation  fees. 

BoABX>]£BS. — ^Master  and  under  master  may  keep  boarders, 
to  pay  the  same  school  fees  as  parishioners'  sons^  and  have  no 
preference.  Examinations  yearly^  by  graduates  of  the  Uuiver* 
dties,  to  be  paid  not  over  ten  guineas  for  their  trouble— prizes 
to  the  boys  not  to  exceed  102,  per  annum.  Beport  of  boys' 
progress,  &c.,  to  be  sent  to  all  the  boys'  parents  half-yearly. 
Boys  may  be  dismissed  by  the  master,  but  can  appeal  to  the 
Bishop  of  Lichfield. 

Sal.\.kies. — Head  master,  100?.,  and  half  tlie  eapitation 
fees;  second  master,  70/.,  and  one-quarter  of  capitatit)n  fees — 
the  other  qnarter  to  school  fund.  The  sulancs  to  bo  varied  by 
trii-^tecs  and  visiters,  and  ])aid  lialf-yearly.  No  other  than  the 
capitation  fees  to  Ije  paid  by  seliolars  to  inasterR. 

Income  of  School  to  l)e  devoted  to  repairs  and  insurances 
of  all  the  chantry  estate  buildings,  to  payment  of  rates  and 
taxes  on  such^  to  payment  of  the  treasurer,  masters,  asaistantSj 
and  examiners,  as  ordered ;  to  the  purchase  of  books,  instru- 
ments, &c.,  for  library  and  school  u^^c^,  and  surplus  to  remain 
as  a  reserved  fund  for  repairs,  building,  &c.,  &c.,  on  trust 
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eslateB,  subject  to  tlie  Court  of  Chanceiy  as  to  its  order  m 

otherwise  disposing  of  the  reserved  fund. 

It  may  be  well  to  mcntiun  here  that  the  ])<>dy  of  statutes  of 
1843,  diftbr  from  the  present  scbcme  in  the  followinof  par- 
tic  uliii"ii : — There  were  to  be  three  masters;  the  ciiiliireu  living 
in  the  old  borough  of  Stafford  were  to  be  taught  free,  as  here- 
tofore ;  additional  schokti's  were  to  pay  a  f't  o,  1>iit  not  to  the 
throstiiio' out  of  the  frf't"  schnldrs  thereby;  tho  bojirders  were 
to  pay  no  seliool  fees,  and  not  to  be  so  numerous  as  to  prejudice 
the  education  df  the  free  scholars ;  the  masters  were  not  to  be 
<du>sen  exclusively  from  those  in  holy  orders,  but  if  of  eqnal 
merit  with  graduatoSy  they  were  to  be  preferred;  the  second 
master,  if  of  five  years'  standing,  on  a  vacanojr  of  the  head- 
mastership,  to  be  elected  headmaster;  the  boys  were  admitted 
if  thejr  could  read  fluently. 

It  appears  that  the  ]ate  scheme  is  Tery  prqudioial  to  the 
Iree  scholars  in  forcing  diem  to  pay  a  quarterly  feCj  and  in 
exdading  laymen  from  the  chance  of  becoming  masters  in  the 
schooL  The  funds  of  the  school  mnst  have  increased  much  in 
the  last  half  century,  and  surely  under  such  an  increase  no  fee 
should  be  fixed  on  the  free  boys.  As  to  excluding  laymen  from 
the  masterships,  many  of  the  liighest  authoritieB  (even  at 
Oxford)  are  of  opinion  that  the  clerical  oflSce  unfits  a  man  for 
being  a  good  s(.'liooliu,i.-Ler — that  the  two  oflSces  are,  in  i'cict, 
incompatible.  Not  that  but  a  clergyman  may  happen  to  make 
a  good  schoolmaster  or  tutor  at  college,  where  youths  are 
being  trained  for  the  pulpit,  and  parochinl  duties,  but  to  give 
them  the  exclusive  privilege  of  becoming  head  and  second 
masters  in  schools  filled  with  boys  who  are  destined  for  labor, 
trade,  commerce,  or  the  arts  and  sciences,  is  contrary  not 
only  to  common  sense^  but  to  true  wisdom  and  equity. 

Would  it  not  be  more  judicious  that  boys  in  large  commercial 
towns  should  be  taught  by  well  educated  laymen  ?  Would 
not  their  future  success  be  better  founded — would  not  their 
parent's  plans  fall  more  in  with  the  scope  of  a  commercial 
than  a  strictly  classical  education  ?  There  are  but  few  clerical 
offices  (comparatively  speaking)  to  be  filled^  whilst  there  are 
many  thousands  of  commercial  ones^tberefore  let  the  free 
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schools  bo  chiefly  devoted  to  the  studies  pointing  to  commercial 
and  agricultural  duties.  Latin,  and  French,  and  Dutch,  might 
form  a  part,  if  required,  but  let  Greek  and  Hebrew  be  taught 
alone  at  the  Universities. 

Of  oourse  these  proceedings  caused  a  good  deal  of  ill  feeling 
in  Uie  town^  only  tending  to  help  forward  the  wide-spreading 
conviction  that  all  hononrable  inbabitantSj  be  their  religiona 
tenets  what  thejmay,  should  have  the  gorenunent  of  snch  en- 
dowments in  their  hands,  equally  with  the  gentlemen  who  may 
attend  the  service  of  the  Church  of  England;  and  it  is  ques- 
tionable if  a  great  majui  ry  of  such  would  not  be  pleased  to  see 
their  non-conforming  fellow-townsmen  relieved  of  such  invidi- 
ous, if  not  contemptible  distinctions. 

The  school,  thus  remodelled,  was  conducted  by  the  appointed 
masters  in  peace,  uatil  the  beginning  of  this  year  (1859),  when 
the  trustees  sought  to  reheve  the  Head  Master  of  his  dutie?,  and 
to  grant  him  a  retiring  pension.  Upon  this  being  known, 
a  Counter  petition  was  signed  by  seventy  inhabitants,  and 
foiwarded  to  the  Charity  Commissioners,  on  the  28th  February, 

COFT  Of  MSKOBUL. 

**To  the  Biffki  Honble.  tie  Board  nf  Ckaritjf  CommiuoMen  for  Enj^Mtd 

and  JTakt, 

"Hy  Lords  tand  Qenilcmcn. 

"  \\\;  tlic  undersigned  nieraoriaUsks,  burgesses,  ratepayers,  and  inhabitants 
<rf  the  Borough  of  St-dTord,  beg  respectfully  to  submit  to  the  consideration  of 
your  honblc.  ijoard,  the  fnllowliiir  circnmstances,  affectintr  as  tlio.v  do  the  welfare 
of  one  of  the  in  iiK-ipal  chiiriiies  of  this  Ijurough.  It  has  bcfu  ic]) resented  tons — 
and  wc  have  e\cr.v  iciu>ou  to  bfliveit  to  he  the  fact — that  tlic  pn  seut  trustees  of 
tlie  charities  of  this  borouj^L,  have  applied  to  yoiu"  huuuuralilc  board  for  per- 
mission to  grant,  out  of  the  hmitcd  revenues  of  tlie  Free  Grammar  School  of 
King  Edward  VI.,  of  Uiis  town,  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds,  or  some  other  sach  sum 
per  amnim,  as  a  life  ammify  or  pennon  to  the  Rer.  George  Nonnan,  present 
head  master  of  the  sehool,  on-his  oontemplated  ictiiement  from  his  said  office. 

"From  oar  personal  knowledge  of  the  otremdr  negleotfid  and  notorionslj 
inattentive  manner  in  which  the  head  loaster  of  thai  school  haa  for  many  years 
past  discharged  his  duties  (of  wliich  fact  no  i>crsons  arc  or  ouglit  to  be  more 
folly  cognisant  than  tljc  trustees  of  the  said  school),  we  beg  to  express  our  great 
astonislmient  .md  regret  that  tlic  tnisfees  should  for  otic  moment  have  contem- 
plated perpetrating  any  such  on  act  of  injnstioe  to  the  funds  confided  to  their 
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rnrc  ;  md  we  humbly  suhmi't  to  your  honblc.  board,  that  if  justice  were  done  in 
tins  matter,  in5?tcad  of  the  itnscut  head  master  receiving  any  such  pension  or 
anniiitr,  he  ought,  for  the  reoaous  belore-mcutioneU,  to  hA?e  bceu  relieved  Croiu 
the  duties  of  his  office  long  ago. 

"Rom  the  foregoing  aUcgatious,  ^hich  can  he  easily  and  indiaputubly 
pamd  i  and  from  the  fact  of  the  tnutees  having  neglected  to  i^npoint  a  wcoiid 
master  of  the  Mhool»  smoe  the  retireineiit  of  the  Ber.  8.  OOxm,  aevetal  yean 
ago  (wheneby  the  Mcfdhieaa  of  the  adiool  haa  been  gxeatlf  impairedX  we 
oimaider  that  any  such  applieatkii  ought  not  to  be  gmted;  and  we  most 
camesUy  and  ainoerely  implore  your  honblc.  board  to  vrithhold  your  sanction  to 
any  such  a  proposition,  until  a  full  and  searching  investigation  has  Ix  < n  made 
into  the  manner  in  wLir  h  jhc  head-master  and  trustees  have  respectively  duh 
diarged  the  duties  appertaining  to  them  in  conneiioa  vitli  the  said  school." 

The  receipt  of  this  petition  induced  the  Commissioners  to 
appoint  an  Inspector  to  visit  Stafford,  and  the  proceedings 
appeared  as  follows  in  the  Staffordshire  Advertiaer* 


INQUIRY  INTO  THE  STAFFORD  CHARITIES. 

On  Thursday,  June  23,  Fras.  Offlcy  Martin,  Esq.,  Inspector 
of  Charities,  under  the  authority  of  the  Charity  Commissioners 
for  England  and  Wales,  attended  at  tlic  Guildhall,  for  the 
purpose  of  inquiring  into  the  Endowed  Charities  of  the  borough 
of  Stafford,  and  more  particularly  in  respect  to  the  Free  Gram- 
mar School,  and  the  conduct  of  tJie  present  head  master  of  such 
school,  the  Ber.  George  Norman.  Amongst  those  present 
were  the  following  charity  trustees: — ^T.  Salt,  Esq.,  T.  Salt, 
Esq  ,  jmi.,  K.P.;  Dr.  Enight,  Dr.  Harland,  Re7.  W.  Webb, 
and  Messrs.  T.  Tomer,  J.  GrifSn,  J.  Morgan,  W.  Wright,  and 
H.  Brace.  There  were  also  present  the  Rev«  G.  Swann,  and 
Messrs.  J.  Ginders,  W.  Jones,  J.  Shallcross,  C.  Wright,  J. 
Kelsa]],  and  R,  Batkin,  and  abont  sixty  other  burgesses. 
Dmiing  a  portion  of  the  proceedings  Major  Fnlford,  Captain 
Whitby,  R.  W.  Hand,  Esq.  (trustee),  and  G.  Spilsbury,  Esq., 
were  in  attendance.  The  present  inquiry  was  instituted  in 
pursuance  of  a  memorial  forwarded  to  the  Board  of  Charity 
Commissioners,  signed  by  seventy  respectable  iulialjitants  of 
Stafford,  praying  them  not  to  grant  an  application  for  devoting 
a  portion  of  tho  charities  of  the  borough  towards  a  penisiou  of 
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£60  to  the  head  master  of  King  Edward  the 'Sixth's  Free 
Gnunnuir  School,  made  by  the  charity  tmstees.   The  Inspector, 

in  opening  the  proceedings,  gave  the  meeting  an  acconnt, 
opitoinised  from  the  statutes,  of  the  charities  of  the  borough 
of  Statibrd. 

The  Inspector  then  mailc  a  few  rcnuirks  on  ckariticsi  iu  general.  lie 
said  liicy  were  left  in  trort  for  the  poor,  and  for  their  lise  they  should  be 
religiously  prfMrred,  bat  it  sfaodd  be  borne  in  mind  tb«t  no  dtatity  was 
the  property  of  any  pwticdar  petson  nntil  it  was  assigned  to  him.  In 
the  oUea  time,  when  the  migority  of  the  diaxitiea  were  created,  the  wants 
of  the  poor  were  of  a  Tery  difieroit  nature  to  what  they  were  now,  and  the 
Clommissioncrs  were  anzioils  to  have  these  charities  so  administered  as  to  increase 
their  beneCt,  and  malcc  them  more  useful  to  the  poor,  with  the  consent  of  all 
parties.  It  was  a  vastly  easy  thina:  to  raise  a  dispute  and  apply  to  the  Court  of 
Chancery  to  settle  it.  The  charity  would  come  out  wonderfully  lessened,  for,  as 
Mr,  Jacob,  an  eminent  chancery  barrister,  used  to  say,  "the  Court  of  Chancery 
is  a  grand  institution  for  pfriudiug  all  the  property  of  the  country  into  c  asts."  In 
many  places  the  effect  of  the  gifts  of  money  and  bread  were  apt  to  do  mischief 
rather  than  good;  they  corrupted  and  destrojed  the  self-dependent  spii^  of  a 
nan,  and  increased  panperism.  The  real  otgect  of  those  ehaiities  waa  to  help 
honest  and  indnslxioas  poor  men  in  time  of  need,  so  as  to  prevent  tiiem  apiilying 
to  the  poorhonse— an  tntentioii  the  verj  opposite  of  the  real  effect.  He  knew 
well  firom  his  own  experience  that  the  recipients  of  these  bounties  gxaduaUj 
contracted  the  habit  of  seeking  for  them  and  depending  upon  them.  In  some 
places  where  the  charities  were  very  rich,  a  large  number  of  people  lived  entirely 
upon  them.  Tf  by  a  l)etter  system  of  administering:  the  eliarilics  the  poor  man 
was  not  only  assistcil  iu  liis  industrious  efforts  to  uiaiiitain  Imnself,  but  means 
were  given  him  of  raising  himself  in  the  social  scale — ^not  that  they  should  all  be 
lords  and  dukes,  but  a  man  should  endeavour  to  leave  his  children  better  ofl^ 
espeoiaUy  as  regards  edneation— charities  whkh  asiistedthe  poor  in  these  objeets 
oonld  not  but  work  great  good.  In  many  places  the  *A*wtipa  wote  miserably 
ttsedormlssppropriated.  In  a  oocpoiate  town,  not  100  miles  firom  Staffbrd,  there 
eodsted  a  charity  for  the  relief  of  the  sick,  and  25  years  ago  the  ootporation  used 
rcgtdarly  to  eat  the  whole  of  the  fimds  at  a  pnblie  dinner,  to  the  end,  he  presumed, 
thai  sick  people  might  not  bo  wantmg.  He  was  aoqnaintod  with  the  origin  and 
history  of  the  charities  of  StnlTord,  and  he  was  now  present  to  enquire  into  tlieir 
administration,  of  which  he  had  heard  soiuc  blame.  He  underbtood  there  were 
complaints  as  to  the  Free  Grammar  Scnool.  [A  voice :  "  How  can  it  be  free  when 
we  pay  ?"]  lie  would  remind  that  speaker  that  edueation  for  which  nolliiiif?  was 
paid  was  worth  nothing;  the  master  would  not  only  have  no  iuduccmcut  to 
increase  the  scholars  by  effective  teadung,  but  the  fewer  the  schohrs  he  had  the' 
better  for  him,  smoe  he  wonld  be  paid  jnst  the  same.  One  of  the  best  endowed 
sdmob  he  had  visited  was  that  of  WhHM,  in  BinM^ 
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income  arose  from  capitation  fees,  and  the  school  vrm  crowded,  boys  comin;?  from 
forty  miles  round  toatU-ud  it.  In  answer  to  various  inquiries  respect  iiii^  alleged 
inatteutiua  hy  the  lie;ul  master  of  the  school  here,  the  Inspector  n  aj  the  regula- 
tions of  the  school  .'>ettlod  in  IS  ;  also  the  nilcs  under  the  lu  w  lume,  approved 
by  the  Court  of  Chancery  22ud  June,  IboS.  The  head  aiust^  held  situation 
mider  tibediuitr  befiwe  dihir  of  thne  laws  ven  made,  and  as  regarded  his  right 
of  cweaptlioii  lie  was  independent  of  thetn,  Wing  no  party  to  HietniateeB 
wensnbstitatodfortbebiiigesses,  Qiider  tlie  powm  of  In 
aatwartolff.  Jonei,  theLi^pootorsMdhe  wonldraadoTcrtlie  late  jvdginaitof 
tbe  Lord  Chancellor  respecting  tlie  ^ipaniiiiieiii  of  difBOfconi  as  trustees,  and 
acquaint  them  how  lar  it  affected  this  case. 

Mr.  Shallcross  complained  that  it  was  only  that  ""^^iTig  that  the  list  of  new 
trustees  had  bceu  published. 

A  Burgess.— And  why  does  not  Salt  let  the  reports  aijpcnr? 

The  Inspector  reminded  the  sp(  aker  that  the  investigation  must  be  conducted 
in  an  orderly  manner,  not  like  a  bull-bait. 

Mr.  Salt  explained  thul  au  abtstract  of  the  accouuU  was  publi^iied  in  the 
St/j^ordsAire  AdcertUer  on  the  19th  of  March  last.  It  was  dekycd  so  long  i& 
tlwhope  that  the  taxed  eoeta  of  the  late  aotioii  njglit  hare  beea  inetaded. 

Mr.  Shallcross  said  the  aooonnts  had  never  before  been  published,  and  the 
tnsteea  had  xcfosed  to  let  him  see  a  balanoe  sheet. 

A  BuBessBsked  the  aroomit  of  the  eapitation  fieeP 

1^  Inspector  said,  by  the  rules  it  was  not  to  exoeedSOa.  per  goartcr.  It  wis 
now  15s.,  or  one-half.  He  would  surest  to  them  here  whether  they  might  not 
make  exhibitions  of  some  of  the  smaller  charities,  by  which  boys  who  exerted 
themselves  in  the  National  and  other  lower  schools  might  obtain  a  chance  of  a 
free  education  in  the  Grammar  School.  The  e.vhibition  would  be  a  kind  of  prize, 
and  would  stimulate  the  energies  of  the  whole  school.  In  some  schools,  boys 
received  an  excellent  classical  education,  who  had  afterwards  to  work  as  day 
labourers  for  their  living ;  this  was  an  evil,  and,  therefore,  in  many  towns,  and 
perimpa  it  night  he  so  in  StaiRnd,  nmidd1e<olas8  eduoatioii  would  be  move  osefuL 

Mr.  Kdsall  oomplained  that  at  the  Gnnunar  School  the  boys  had  now  to  pay 
for  their  pens,  io]^  and  copybooks,  and  that  at  a  higher  prioe  than  they  might  he 
obtained  in  the  shops. 

Mr.  Griffin  remarked  that  the  funds  of  the  ehaxify  had  fallen  owing  to  tiie 
land  being  let  at  £4  instead  of  £6  an  acre. 

Mr.  S:ilt  said  that  since  the  appointment  of  new  tru.stees  the  lands  had  been 
gone  over  by  a  surveyor;  he  had  made  his  report,  but  had  not  yet  prepared  his 
rental  or  valuation^ 

Mr.  Shallcros.s  (who  was  elected  by  the  Insjieetor  as  the  "  burgessc^i'  mouth- 
piece" )  called  the  Inspector's  attention  to  Isaac  Walton's  charity.  The  iiali'-head 
Form,  which  used  to  be  let  on  a  long  lease  at  £86 10s.  per  annum,  was  now  let  to 
Mr.  Ward  at  £47.  Allowing  fora  portion  of  land  which  had  been  sold  to  the 
liilway  oompany  (the  diridend  on  which  was  about  £7)  Uwre  was  aloes  to  the 
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charity  fund  of  £oO.  This  sum,  if  spent  according  to  the  exprcsscJ  wish  of  iho 
donor,  would  buy  £40  worth  of  coal  for  the  poor.  The  last  les.see  wus  charged 
£144  10b.  fat  dflapid»tioiiB.  The  lease  was  dated  1808,  for  86  jrears,  and  fell  in 
in  1834. 

Mr.  Salt  said  Mr.  Ward  was  the  onljr  person  tbey  oould  get  to  take  the  land, 
Qwinff  to  thexe  bdng  no  buildings.  They  were  not  satisfied  with  Mr.  Ward's 
conduct,  and  his  tenantcy  would,  be  though^  soon  terminate.  The  land,  however, 
oonld  not  be  expected  to  let  at  a  higher  rratal  for  some  time  to  oome.  The 
trustees  were  remiss  in  not  executing  a  new  lease  with  Ward,,  who  now  deolued 
that  lie  was  not  hound  hy  the  trrms  of  the  old  Irasc. 

Mr.  bhallcross  uc\t  comphiint-d  of  coiisiderablc  lialatifcs  remaining  in  the 
trcjisurer*8  hand  al  the  close  of  the  year.  After  a  loii^  di.scusaiou  it  appeared, 
from  the  statements  of  the  trustees,  that  this  balance  was  .-dways  cxpcndi-d  for 
coals,  accurdiug  to  ihu  terms  of  the  charity,  iu  the  begimiiug  of  the  eusuing  year, 
to  be  pcddfiv  abool  April,  wluletlie  rents  came  in  in  Jnly  and  December.  In 
the  eoorse  of  the  discnssion, 

Mr.  Salt  stated  that  Mr.  Weaver,  the  derk  emplojred  and  paid  £16  15s.,  was 
now  dead,  and  the  duties  wen  discharged  hf  one  of  his  own  clerks;  no  salary 
was  charged  for  bis  servioes,  and  probably  never  would  be.  The  tmstees  had 
Istdy  been  saving,  so  as  to  pay  the  costs  of  the  late  actioiL  IVom  a  letter  it 
appeared  that,  after  taxation,  they  were  £387  Zs.  4d. 

Mr.  Joucs  and  several  of  the  bur^rcsses  expressed  tlieir  exf  rcme  dissafisfadion 
at  so  large  a  .sum  being  spent  aljout  the  appointment  of  trustees,  which  uu-^ht 
have  been  amicably  settled  if  tlie  trustees  iiad  consulted  the  feeling  of  the  town, 
and  put  gentlemen  on  the  list  who  diilcrcd  from  them  in  religious  and  ecclesias- 
tical opinions. 

Mr.  Shallcross  said  that  there  was  a  great  deal  of  ill-feeling  as  to  the  hole-and- 
eotner  work  in  the  distribution  of  the  diarities;  they  should  be  distributed 
at  the  Guildhall,  he  thought,  not  at  the  treasureK's  bank. 

The  Inspector  said  he  would  investigate  all  their  complaints  in  his  own  waj. 
He  wanted  them  to  get  rid  of  such  modes  of  distributing  charities  as  were 
misdiie?ons— for  instance,  givin?  a  man  money  to  go  to  diureh,  the  eflcct  of 
which  was  not  to  make  him  a  Christian,  but  a  hypocrite.  The  wish  of  the  testa- 
tor should  not  be  rdways  too  strictly  regarded.  Centuries  ago  it  was  thought  that 
the  best  way  to  t  rcat  scarlet  fever  would  be  to  shut  np  a  man  in  a  room  painted 
red.  with  red  curtains  and  bcil  clothes,  so  that  he  shoidd  sec  nothing  but  red  mys. 
Is ow,  a  benevolent  man  who  had  lost  his  wife  or  children  by  this  disease  might 
bequeath  a  sum  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  those  ulllictcJ  with  the  scailet  fever 
with  scarlet  rooms.  In  such  a  case  it  would  be  no  infraction  of  the  spirit  of  the 
bequest  to  Tiolate  the  letter  by  ai)i>lying  the  money  to  the  enre  disoo?ered  by 
modem  seienoe.  The  Inqiector  hdd  the  explanation  about  the  bahmoe  on  Isaae 
Walton's  charity  to  be  satisfaetoty ;  the  only  point  unfaTOunble  to  the  troKtees 
was  that  the  clerk's  salary  of  £16  15s.  was  very  much  out  of  proportion  to  thn 
amount  of  the  charity. 
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ISr.  Shalkrow  tlunii^i  no  balance  whatever  should  be  left  mthe  fareasurei^s 
lands,  Inanawer  to  Ihe  Inapeetor,  he  said  the  tenant  did  the  iep«ira  of  the 

fweiuiscs. 

Mr.  Morgan  remarked  that  they  Tvcro  in  a  ninioos  state. 

Mr.  Shallcross  then  rcfi  rrcil  to  Sutton's  Charity.  Ho  found  by  the  accounts 
for  ISi't-?  that  during'  that  time  li  lujbles,  equal  to  £16,  were  unpaid.  OnenoUe 
due  in  1S46,  was  paid  in  1854,  seven  yt  ars  afterwards. 

Mr.  Salt  said  that  for  two  or  three  years  there  were  no  nobles. 

Mr.  .^iialicross  also  objected  to  a  trustee  acting  as  treasurer,  without  meaning 
any  disrepect  to  Mr.  Salt. 

Iba  Inapecteraaid  there  mis  nothing  in  the  statoie  about  it. 

Mr.  J.  Siinn  said  tbatt  at  the  school  objeotions  ware  nuule  to  IKaaentera. 

The  Inapeotor  stated  that  the  master  moat  be  a  Chozehmaq,  but  not  of 
neeeadtr  theecholacs. 

A  Burgess. — They  must  without  exception,  and  within  the  bst  few  years  the 
paicnls  had  been  obliged  to  paj  7s.  6d.  for  the  ngiiest  hat  there  ever  was  in  the 
world. 

The  Inspector  thought  it  did  not  so  mnch  matter  what  they  put  on  the  head 

as  what  they  put  inside. 

Mr.  Morsran  snid  the  children  were  not  obliged  to  go  to  church. 

Mr.  Follows  also  complained  that  in  distributing  the  £5  portions  left  by  Isaac 
Walton,  invidious  distiuctious  were  made  between  Churchmen  ixiid  Dissenters. 

Mr.  Salt  and  Mr.  Griffin  said  the  trustees  made  no  diifercnce.  The  only  con- 
ditwns  were  length  of  serrioeand  good  character. 

Hr.  H.  Dawson  obsenred  that  too  mncb  holiday  was  given  at  the  Gfammar 
dchooL— six  weda  at  Midsommer  and  Chiistmas,  two  at  Whitsuntide  and  Easter, 
Saint-days  and  other  days. 

Mr.  Stanton  said  his  boy  had  been  snspciulod  by  tiie  lua^si  or  for  six  months  for 
aeddentally  breaking  a  window  out  of  school  houn,  and  another  of  his  sons  had 
been  suspoided  for  three  months  for  striking  a  boy. 

Mr.  Shallrro«?s  then  procccdi-d  to  .'^tatc  the  siibstanec  of  the  complainfs 
against  the  head  master  of  the  Ciranmiar  School.  He  eoulinujdly  neglected  his 
duty,  being  ia  the  habit  of  arii\  iii^  at  the  school  between  eleven  and  twelve 
o'clock,  and  leavinc:  about  tiui  e.  lie  was  also  in  the  habit  of  sending  the  boys 
out  for  iuto.\icutin^  drinks.  lu  consc^iuence  of  this,  the  inhabitants  of  Stafford 
were  anxious  to  remove  him,  but  were  unable  to  do  so.  The  trustees  proposed 
to  give  him  a  rethrtng  pension,  in  consequence  of  which,  he  (Mr.  Shallcross), 
forwarded  a  petition  to  the  Charity  Commissioners,  signed  by  70  of  the  inhabi* 
tants,  againat  the  application  of  the  fnnds  of  the  chariiies  for  that  purpose,  as 
they  ecnfldered  he  was  not  worthy,  (Mr.  ShaUcross  read  a  copy  of  the 
memorial.)  At  a  conversation  which  he  had  with  Mr.  Salt  on  June  lOth,  Mr. 
Salt  told  him  that  the  trustees  were  applying  to  the  ccmimissioners  to  grant  a 
pension  to  Mr.  Norman,  but  that  ho  could  not  liimself  conscientiously  recom- 
mend ium.     Sabseqoeatly,  he  had  heard  that  Mr.  Salt  had  supported  the 
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petition;  but  wluii  ho  asked  hira  n^sprctin;?  it,  Mr.  Salt  refused  to  answer 

The  Inspector  remarked  that  some  diliiculty  existed  about  removing  Mr. 
Kr^ruian,  a.s  he  was  not  aflecttid  by  tlie  luodem  sehcmc.  Both  parties  were 
anxious,  for  the  Ijcnefit  of  the  school,  to  get  rid  of  iiini ;  the  trustees  were 
ready  to  oiler  hiiii  u  retiring  pcusion,  the  others  considered  he  did  nut  merit  a 
pension. 

Mr.  Salt  said  the  tnuteea  were  agreed  as  to  the  deairabilitgr  of  Mr.  NoRnao'a 
lemoTi],  the  onlj  gneatum  was  one  of  peuMm,  or  in  other  wotda,  papiig  » 
oompenaation  to  get  lid  of  him. 

Mr.  Morgan  obeerved  that  the  Bishop  so  advised. 

Some  of  the  witnesses  ia  pcoof  of  the  charges  were  now  ready,  and  fbb 
noeasoigers  sent  for  Mr.  Nonnan  not  being  aUe  to  find  hint,  the  evidenee  was 

proceeded  with,  (//•  bene  eue. 

Wm.  ^Miale,  a£?cd  twelve,  said  he  had  been  in  the  grammar  sehoool  nearly 
two  years  ;  lu^  left  at  C'hristinas,  1838.  "During:  that  time  the  head  roaster  was  in 
tlie  haliit  of  arnvij)g  between  eleven  and  twelve,  aud  left  between  three  and  four, 
except  on  Friday,  when  he  stayed  an  hour  longer  to  hear  the  catechism,  when 
Mr.  Doke,  the  English  maeter,  went.  Mr.  K onnaa  finqnentiy  aent  witneaa  and 
otiier  boys  out  for  wme;  the  bottle  was  oorered  o?er  with  peper.  Mx.  Nonnan 
used  often  to  nt  drinking  at  bis  deak,  but  he  had  never  seen  him  intoxioated. 

George  Stanton,  another  sdiolar,  and  a  noble,  aged  twelve,  said  he  had  been 
at  the  school  8|  years,  and  he  gave  evidence  similar  to  that  of  Whale. 

^Ir.  Hand  stated  that  the  trastees  had  never  heard  any  speeifie  charges  agatnit 
Mr.  Norman.  He  was  in  filivoiir  of  a  pension.  Mr.  Nonnan  had  been  head  nea- 
ter of  the  school  for  tliirty  years. 

The  Inspector  said  that  it  mi^ht  he  considered  advisable  to  pension  Mr.  Nor- 
man, not  as  a  reward  for  jjerviccs  uHven,  Imt  a.s  a  eoiui)eTisation  on  givin^^np  what 
might  be  called  his  freehold  ritrlit.s,  in  order  that  the  town  and  school  might  have 
the  benclit  of  a  new  master  and  an  ennri?etio  system  of  inanajTement. 

The  Rev.  G.  Norman  was  then  examined  as  to  his  age,  residence,  and  the  ge- 
neral oondition  and  roles  of  the  school  He  was  ^rpointed  in 

Mr.  Tred.  Duke  was  also  emmmed  in  similar  partieolait. 

The  Rev.  G.  Swann  and  Mr.  Jonea  apokeiniavoor  of  tiiesehool  being  fbonded 
on  a  more  liberal  basis.  Now,  aoooidingtothemka^or  at  aU  eventa,  theena> 
toros  of  the  school,  the  cbildTen  of  Diaaenien^  if  admitted,  were  oUiged  to  lean 
the  Church  mtcchism  and  attend  church. 

The  inquiry  waa  then  adjourned  until  the  nest  morning  at  10  o'clock.  The 
atfenHance  was  not  so  nnmerons  as  on  the  previous  day.  The  Rev.  G.  Nonnan 
was  aeeotupanied  by  Mr.  Passman  as  his  professional  adviser. 

The  Inspci'tor  stated  how  the  case  stood  with  respect  to  Mr.  Norman,  and 
read  over  the  e\  idetice  given  yesterday.  Since  then,  the  inspector  said,  he  had 
examined  tiie  minutes  of  the  meetinsrs  of  the  trustees.  In  1843  the  trustees 
received  a  deputation  from  the  meet  ing  of  the  inhabitants,  complaining  of  the 
ineffioieat  state  of  the  school,  the  lesolt  of  iHnch  was  that  new  statutes  were  con- 
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ititiited.  The  masters  refused  to  abide  hy  the  new  rukij  and  a  petition  ma  pre- 
MBtod  to  the  Lord  Chancellor.    In  the  follow  in  ?  year,  the  seomd  master  reUied 

on  a  iwnsion  of  £50,  and  a  new  one  vrns  appointed.  Various  other  meeting  were 
held,  witli  a  view  to  remodel  and  rebuild  the  school.  Under  the  22nd  section  of 
the  Cliaritable  Trusts  act,  the  Commissioners  could  remove  the  head  master  ^vith 
or  without  a  pension,  the  granting  or  refusing  of  which  would  depend  upon  the 
cimunstauces  of  the  case.  The  evidence  on  the  case  was  now  to  be  considered. 
The  cluu-ge  agamst  Mr.  Norman  consisted  of  two  parts— habitual  neglect  ami 
loftoxicajfaUML 

Mr.  Hand  said  tbai  if  fheaegraro  charges  (of  whkhtheimsfceeabadnotpn- 
noiQdjheaid)  werabvooglitandnotpoTedfthatniatecaTO^  Mr.Nor- 
inan**  ease  nniob  nuwe  CaTooiiUy. 

Mr.  Jones  suggested  whether  a  suitable  compromise  mi^tnoi  be  effected. 
Mr.  Hand  said  that  if  the  diaige  of  dninkennesa  were  made^  the  troatees 
wished  an  investigation. 

Mr.  Passman  said  that  he  courted  inquiry. 

Mr.  Shallcross,  on  behali"of  the  memorialists,  felt  no  doubt  tf:nt  tfic  charges 
could  be  ftiUy  substantiated,  and  injustice  to  themselTes  the  charges  ought  to  be 
beard. 

The  following  evidence  was  then  given : — 

Josiali  Peaceful,  aged  noble  at  the  Grammar  School  for  one  }ear  and  a 
half,  corroboraled  the  statements  of  the  two  boys  heard  on  Thursday.  lie  some- 
times fetdied  whiskey,  bnibe  ne?er  saw  Mr.  Korman  drink.  ;He  liad  seen  him 
dnmk  onoe  in  the  sdhool,  once  when  at  school.  He  oonld  hardly  stand ;  it  was 
•boat  six  o'dock  on  a  I'^iulay,  not  long  after  the  sommer  Thedajwaa 
•  holiday.  Handoock  and  Corfield  were  present.  The  (east  consisted  of  cskesnd 
Wme.   Mr.  Norman  came  only  three  days  a  week. 

Hemy  Dawson,  15,  was  a  sdioJar  at  the  school  fonr  years;  left  three  and  a 
half  years  ago.  Mr.  Norman  missed  two  or  three  day;?  a  weelc.  Had  seen  him 
drinking  in  the  dinner  time ;  never  saw  liim  drunk.  lie  reooUeotod  three  feasts^ 
all  about  Christmas  ;  Peaceful  was  at  one  of  them. 

Richard  Corfield,  17,  w:ls  a  nuhle  at  the  Gmmmar  School  when  Peaceful  was 
there.  He  recollected  two  feasts  at  Christmas.  On  one  occasion  he  was  kit  m 
the  schoolrooiu  wuh  Peaceful,  Robert  Evans,  Goodwin,  and  Wood.  ilr.  Norman 
was  tiien  writing  at  his  desk.  Witnen  helped  to  give  the  wine  oat.  The  boys 
had  three  or  foor  glasses  each,  so  had  the  masters.  Goodwin  got  tipsy,  and 
some  water  was  pat  upon  himr-no  (me  else  was  tip^y.  lb.  Korman  stayed 
m^onee  now  and  then.  Had  fetched  wme»  iridch  Mr.  Ncrman's  boy  had  pot  in 
nbaaket  to  take  home.  Had  seen  him  drinking  when  he  was  having  his  lonch 
abont  one  o'clock.   Never  saw  him  drunk. 

Henry  Handoock,  13,  was  at  the  feast  when  Goodwm  was  tipsy.  Never  saw 
Mr.  Norman  tipsy.  Mr.  Ncxman  goucally  osed  to  miss  Wednesday,  hdt 
school  last  MidsnrriTner. 

The  boys  Whale  and  Stanton  were  again  had  up,  and  repeated  their  cTidenoe. 
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The  last-named  was  at  the  feaat  when  Cioodwiii  was  drunk.  Mr.  Norman  was 
present,  but  waa  uot  drunk. 

The  Inspector  remarked  that  Feacselol  was  the  only  boy  who  had  spoken  to 
drtiakenneM,  and  tiie  otben  aniteidioted  him.  All  agreed  tbat  Mr.Nonnan  sent 
fcrliqnon^Biiddiaiik  (tf  themin  theadioali  abo  that  be  caaw  htoi  and  aoiiie- 
timea  abaented  luiDaell 

Mr.  7.  Duke^  Eni^Ui  master,  said  be  oonld  apeak  to  Mr.  Norman's  attendanoa 
for  eij^ht  or  nine  years.  During  the  firet  three  years  he  arrived  the  school 
about  half-past  ten,  and  left  about  four.  He  was  there  at  two  o'clock,  but 
sometimes  \rcnt  out  for  au  hour  or  so.  The  sc  hool  was  opened  with  reading 
psalms  and  prayers,  Avhich  for  four  or  five  yoars  iKKUiccn  rrnd  by  himself  (Mr. 
Duke).  Mr.  Norman  sometimes  opened  school,  and  frequently  so  since  the  new 
scheme.  After  the  first  three  years  Mr.  Norman  gradually  fell  ofT  in  his  attend- 
ance to  eleven  or  twclFc  o'clock.  ]^lr.  Noruian  had  u  Latin  daas;  he  also  heard 
the  hoys  read,  and  some  years  ago  ga?e  lessona  in  history  and  geography.  Should 
not  think  that  for  some  time  past  Mr.  Norman  had  spent  one  boor  a  day  in  school 
dntiea.  Mr.  Noxman'a  department  waa  tbe  daaaioal  department*  and  there  were 
not  enoogb  bofa  to  tmjfkjj  him  bnger.  Mr.  Norman  took  bia  limdieon  at  hia 
dedc,  where  he  had  seen  bim  take  one  glaaa  of  wine.  Never  aaw  bim  drink  at 
any  other  time.  He  never  saw  Mr.  Noman  tipflj  at  any  time^  thoa^^  be  bad 
beard  of  his  being  so  in  the  town. 

In  answer  to  a  question  put  by  Mr.  Sliallcross,  Mr.  Duke  stated  that  Mr.  Salt 
aud  tiie  vic.ir  had  visited  the  school,  and  Mr.  Salt  had  inqiured  of  him  abont  Mr. 
Norman's  attendance. 

Mr.  H.  Dawson  here  remarked  that  according  to  the  rules  of  tliC  sclnjol  boys 
after  ten  were  obliged  to  learn  LuUii,  and  after  fouiteeu  Greek ;  aud  boys  hud 
been  tum^  out  who  refused  to  learn  Latin  and  Greek. 

Mr.  Bnke  denied  thia  latter  atatement.  8ome  few  boja  were  tradeamen'a  aona» 
bnt  tiie  m^jori^  oooBiBted  of  medianica^  aoiia.  Few  ranainBd  long  enougb  to 
learn  Latin. 

Mr.  SbaUoroaa  said  that  eenolnded  the  evidence  on  tbe  part  of  tbe  memodalists. 
Mr.  Jones  stated  that  the  gomral  feeling  of  the  town  was  tbat  a  middle  school 

would  be  much  more  nsefiil  than  one  of  a  hic^h  classical  eliaracter. 

John  Fullow!;  was  examined  as  to  tiie  state  of  the  school  13  yeara  ago.  For 
three-quarters  of  a  year  it  w:is  shut  up. 

Mr.  Norman  said  the  school  was  never  shut  np  except  wlulst  it  was  under 
repair,  or  durinu'  the  holidays. 

George  Mather  spoke  to  the  very  efficient  state  of  the  school  33  yeaia  ago, 
when  he  was  a  noble  there.  The  teaching  was  then  &ee  and  onsectarian. 

^Fbe  Lispector  than  said  that  the  eridanoe  be  bad  taken  would  be  laid  before 
tbe  Conuniaakmera*  lAo  wonld  dedda  i^on  it,  and  all  parties  mnat  be  bonnd  by 
tbat  deciaion. 

Mr.  Hand  remaiked  that^  thongh  friendly  to  tbe  new  scheme,  Mr.  Norman 
betEeredtbatbe  waa  only  obliged  to  give  a  oiaiaioaL  ednoatiflo.  ffinoe  then,  bow> 
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ever,  }ic      at  tended  ngularly.  The  master's  salary  m  very  nradi  to  mder 

the  new  scheme. 

Thr  Inspector,  alluding  to  the  admission  of  the  fhlKircu  of  Dissenter?  to  the 
grauHiiar  school,  said  that  Coke  ealltxl  the  law  "the  iHrfKiir.n  of  wisdom." 
Whether  that  was  true  or  not,  the  Master  of  the  Rolb,  a  \  c  ry  lil)vr;il  niau,  cou- 
eeived  that  he  wm  bound  by  the  law  to  decree  that  this  Wiis  a  church  school. 
His  judgment  not  oolr  dedded  that  poini,  but  that  the  trosto.  vitb  tbe  consent 
of  tbe  Bishop^  were  at  liberty  to  make  their  own  legalatioos  as  to  the  bqys 
wbntted  bemg  church  boy^,  and  as  to  the  Church  of  Enfl^and  dootrines  beiuff 
taoj^t  there.  Orq^nudly  grammar  schools  were  only  for  the  teaobiDg  of  kn> 
guagcs,  but  this  restriotaonwas  in  ui.my  cases  modified.  The  oapitatMMi  lees  were 
chiefly  devoted  to  the  purpose  of  paying  the  English  master. 

The  Rev.  G.  Swann  said  that  on  the  part  of  tin-  Dissenters  he  admitted  tliat 
tbe  Grammar  School  was  a  bona  fide  church  school,  and  could  not  be  alten  il,  .ind 
that  they  had  no  right  to  complain.  At  the  same  time  they  would  bo  <Am},  f( h-  the 
sake  of  the  town,  if  the  restrictions  could  he  lessened  so  as  to  admit  Dissenters* 
chjJdri  n,  without  compelling  them  to  go  to  church  aiul  h  am  the  catechism. 

Tlic  Inspector  observed  <hat  iu  maiiy  national  schools  the  conscience  clause 
"Was  taken  advantage  of;  ami  iiie  same  might  be  done  in  the  case  of  this  school 
with  the  consent  of  the  trustees, 

Mr.  liitrpcr  urged  the  neccs6ity  tor  a  new  school. 

The  Inspector  said  Stafford  efMently  wanted  new  master  and  a  new  school 

The  inTcstigation  of  the  rest  of  the  charities  wss  then  proceeded  with. 

In  Fanner  and  Grompton's  charity,  Hr.  Salt  observed  that  the  troatees  had 
no  demre  to  keq^  the  distxibutions  under  this  charify  a  secret.  The  derk  who 
used  to  attend  to  this  matter  seldom  entered  the  proceedings  m  the  minute-book, 
and  for  himself  he  had  not  the  time  to  spare,  bat  it  should  be  attended  to  for  the 
f ut  are.  As  to  i  he  I^dwich  dtarity,  a  peat  deal  of  trouble  was  experienced  in  the 
distribution.— The  Inspector  suggested  whether  it  might  be  bought  out  forit^. — 
The  coal  \v;i3  given  to  the  poor  in  the  almshouses. 

In  Lady  Barbara  Crompton's  charity,  the  following  facts  were  elicited. 
The  £2  was  secured  by  the  Corporation.  The  apprentices  were  selected  by 
the^Board  from  twenty  or  thirty  candidates,  great  care  being  taken  iu  the 
selection  of  tlic  niiistcr.  Tlie  apprentice  was  not  looked  after  subsequently. 
The  cost  of  t  he  indenture  was  paid  by  the  trustees.  There  was  no  restriction 
of  the  i?ift  to  Cluirch  people, 

Mr.  Sliallcross  here  mentioned  that  he  hoped  to  receive  a  list  from  the  trustees 
of  lost  diaritieB,  and  that  they  would  show  how  they  were  lost. 

A  Burgess  staled  that  two  apprentioeBWCve  lately  takenout  of  one  badly. 

Another  Burgess  oomidained  that  one  ftther  bad  two  of  his  own  sons 
appfentioed  to  bun. 

The  maidens  were  also  sdeoted  by  the  Board,  noft  aoooiding  to  priority,  but 
aoooiding  to  the  Yalue  of  the  claim. 


76 


INQUIST  IHTO  THE  BTAFTOBD  CHASITI18. 


Sutton's  gift  was  sectired  by  the  Coriwralion.  A  Burgt-ss  stated  that  amongst 
the  gifts  of  403.,  one  was  ^'ivcn  to  .Mre.  Jennings,  of  Broad  eye,  who  sent  her 
servant  for  it.  There  was  no  direction  that  the  4Cb.  should  ho  divided  into  forty 
parts.  The  money  was  givcu  to  the  same  persons  every  year.  When  a  death 
occurred  the  vacancy  was  filled  up  by  the  dcrk  or  dergyman.  the  nobles,  who 
were  elected,  were  employed  to  sweep  the  school,  Ac.  The  ooel  was  distiUmted 
thmighont  the  town  in  sections,  one  hegmning  where  the  last  left  off.  Every 
householder  among  the  working  dasses  was  called  on.  Some  refused  to  have  tk, 
othen  aoeepted  it.  Joacph  Griffiths,  wlio  delivered  the  ooal,  said  that  he  had 
newr  made  any  demand,  but  he  generally  received  Id.  on  each  lot,  which  was  the 
14th  part  of  a  cart  load,  called  a  ruck,  worth  about  Is.  He  was  also  piiid  for 
delivery  by  the  trustees.  Many  received  it  who  did  not  need  it ;  bnt,  receimpr  it 
for  so  many  years,  they  looked  upon  it  as  a  right.  The  coai  wsis  ordered  by  the 
trustees  in  boat  loads,  at  the  wholesale  price. 

In  Lovatt's  Charity  the  choice  was  delegated  to  the  clergyiuan  by  the  trustees. 
Staitin's  Charit}  was  secured  by  the  Corporation  property.   The  bread  wa» 
bad  from  Mr.  Boltou;  the  recipients  went  into  the  dmrch*  after  servioe  every 
Sunday  uioming.  There  was  aisteen  rolls*  value  Is.  Sometimes  there  were  only  . 
eight  or  ten  applicants,  and  they  then  had  two  or  three  rolls  each. 

Palmer's  two  houses  in  St.  Uartin*s4ane  had  been  chsnged  for  two  in  the 
Broad-eye,  oocapied  by  M».  Jenmngs  and  Mrs.  Smith,  two  mdows.  A  burgess 
stated  that  the  former  had  a  house  at  the  Infant  ScbooJ,  I'orebndge»  rent  free, 
which  she  let.  The  houses  were  m  good  repair. 

Tour  houses  in  Eastgate-street.  The  houses  were  in  a  most  nuinhabitablc 
state.  ;Mrs.  Perkins,  Eichard  Newbold,  Bichard  Beardmore,  and  Mrs.  Jkardmore 
were  the  present  occupiers. 

Simon  Fowlkr'.s  ('u.^kity. — A  Burgess  stated  that  the  money  Mas  {?iven 
away  to  180  poor  widows,  in  sixpences,  on  two  fast  days — St.  Simon  and  St. 
Jude's,  at  St.  Mary's  Church.  More  than  the  number  usually  attended.  The 
rector  filled  up  the  vacancies.  Two  old  women  wore  old  bshioned  doaks^  with 
**  8. 1*."  on  them,  on  the  above  fast  days,  and  on  tiie  return  of  the  doaks  they 
WBregiven£l  eabL  The  old  women  were  regular  attendants  at ehnreh ;  they 
came  from  the  College.  There  were  four  women  who  had  the  doaks,  two  and 
two  every  altenmte  year,  for  their  lives. 

The  Almshouses. — The  almspeople  were  generally  selected  by  the  Board, 
sometimes  by  individuals.  It  was  a  Church  charity.  There  was  no  proper  fund 
for  repairing  the  houses.  The  almspeople  reodved  Is.  4d.  per  week;  many  were 
in  receipt  of  parish  relief. 

The  following  charities— Chamberlain's  or  "Backhouses,"  Hall's.  Webb  s,  Dr. 
Toombs*,  Bold's,  Kcndertlinc's,  Henry  Smith's,  Hinton's,  and  liuniphrey  Percy's — 
were  not  entered  aniougst  the  niuuicipul  list ;  they  will  be  gone  into  hcrcal'ter. 

The  Court  then  adioumed  till  Saturday,  when  but  few  persons  were  in  attends 
anee.  Of  the  trustees  there  were  loesent  Menzs.  T.  Salt«  R.  W.  Hsnd,  T. 
Toiner,  and  JT.  H.  Webb. 
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Li  a^mwet  to  inquiries  made  by  the  Inspeotor,  Mr.  Salt  stated  that  at  an 
interview  between  the  Chorchmcn  and  DiaaeoterB  at  an  early  stage  of  the  pro- 
oecdinsSy  it  was  understood  that  the  decision  as  regarded  the  Grammar  School 
should  cover  the  whah  of  the  ch.u  it  it  s,  so  that  there  should  be  only  one  set  of 
trustees.  The  Altoracy-Gcneral,  nevertheless,  caused  inqury  to  be  made  as  to  the 
other  charities,  which  ho  ulleg'cd  were  not  clinrcli  rliarif  ies.  The  result,  however, 
was,  that  there  were  so  few  that  were  not  in  sonic  way  connected  with  the 
church,  that  it  wiis  not  desirable  to  raise  two  sets  of  trnstees, 

Mr,  Kclsall  complained  that  trustees  were  aypointed  who  lived  out  ul'  Liic 
town,  and  hence  a  few  tmatees  had  the  control. 

Mr.  ShallfiRMa  aau)  the  audit  duner  was  an  unneoessary  expense. 
Mr.  SahicpliedthattlietrasteesluKldeteniiiiedtodoai^ 
TliB  Inapeotor  remailced  tliat  it  was  adviBaUe  to  Iwre  all  the  cfaaritiea  under 
ftesametnisteeB,  Therawmoiifioff  twoeharitieaoathnadiBiiustratioiiofwhidi 
ke  Qoold  not  flompliincnt  tlic  tmateea— he  aUnded  to  the  distribution  of  the  ooals 
and  of  the  sixpences.  If  the  money  were  added  to  the  fnads  of  a  ooal  dnb,  to 
wloidi  the  poor  might  contribute  a  little,  or  devoted  to  some  sucli  purpose,  it  would 
he  TOnch  bi  tter.    He  would  religiously  keep  the  charities  for  the  benefit  of  the 
ixx>r,  hut  ihcf  should  be  adiiiinisteied  80  as  to  raise  their  moral  standard,  and 
tiiui  i,iu\dy  diminish  pauperism. 

Ms.  Jou^  explained  the  circumstances  under  which  the  opposition  arose  wlien 
the  appointment  of  the  last  trustees  was  proposed,  showing  tliat  throughout  the 
viole  pioeeedmgB  there  waa  ao  UBWQithy  spirit  of  anim  audthainoilUlBsl- 
iag  now  existed  between  the  contending  partiefl. 

Mr.  Tomer,  m  answer  to  the  Inspeetor,  stated  that  was  a  bugemixed 
sdioolinStaflbrdieoiidiiotedbiyHr.  SclomoETijlor.  . 

My.  H.BawBon  slated  his  firm  oonviotiaii  thai  the  Chnii^^  would  be 
mote  floorishiiis  if  ii  were  made  a  middle  class  school,  soitable  for  the  children  of 
respectable  tradesmen ;  greater  attention  being  \md  to  a  sound  English  edncatioOt 
md  less  to  teaching  the  dead  lans:tia^s ;  the  capitaticm  fee  also  was  high»  than 
the  miqorify  of  tradesmen  oould  afford  to  pay,  if  they  had  large  fiunilie. 

In  answer  to  a  question  by  the  Inspector  relative  to  the  garden  near  the  old 
gaol  left  by  Izaak  Walton,  Mr.  Hand  said,  there  was  a  piece  of  garden  ground 
adjoiniu?  the  Qrammar  Sclinol  which  had  just  been  le;ised  by  the  corporation. 
The  Talbot,  in  Greengatc-slrect,  out  of  which  £5  Gs,  Sd.  was  paid,  was  now  the 
pn)perty  of  Mrs.  Masefield,  of  Stone,  and,  divided  into  three  houses,  was  occupied 
by  Mr.  VVymie,  Air,  Ward,  aud  Mr,  Biigrudl,  lu  llcury  Snath's  charity  the 
Attonie]r.Oenenl  filed  a  hill  hi  Ghaaoery  against  Iiord  Ferrers  (from  whose  estate 
£14  a  year  were  paid  to  the  trustees)  for  the  veooveiyof  the  estate,  bat  the  bill 
wasabaadonsd.  Psrt's  gift  for  appientiees  was  in  Chancery.  Therectorcf  8t 
Mary's^  ooeof  the  tmsteesj  administered  the  ehsrity;  bet  nothing  had  beenpaid 
ainee  UMB,  or  thereaboats.  Mz.  Byl^  bought  the  property  subject  to  the  chsrity 
(for  wUcb  fiMW  weice  allowed  Urn  oil  the  pundiase  mon^),  but 
tfaeehaige. 

L 
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lb.  WnSh,  m  nfatnoe  to  Startin's  dianty,  said  only  £3  19b.  was  paid  by  tiie 
Coipontiaii  to  tti0  troaaarar of  fhe  tnakeeB;  ho  kneir  noUung  of  tlie  lie.  8d. 
Hmj  also  paid  £9m  8iittoii%  and  £8  m  Ladf  Bavhura  Oomptoa'a  diaiilSea;  and 
16s.  6d.  a  veek  for  the  aluuhonaea. 

Tho  Inapeotor  tiuvght  it  piolnUe  tlmt  tliel46.8d.<»iglittob6paid  by  tho 
Ckurpontioii. 

In  Hinion's  Charity,  Mr.  Webb  said  £3  was  originaDy  giyen  to  Stafford.  Li 
the  lost  year  £5  was  paid  and  £27  IZs.  8d.,  a  fifth  of  a  charity,  given  to  five  towns. 
'Hif  money  was  handed  to  the  rector  of  Stafford,  and  equally  diatnbiited  to  tho 
poor  in  St.  Mary's,  St.  Chad's,  and  Christ  Cliurch  parishes, 

Mr.  Hand  thought  the  money  was  given  away  in  coals. 

In  Sidney's  Charity,  Mr.  Hand  said  Alderman  Sidney,  two  years  since,  in- 
vested £-700  consols,  in  the  name  of  the  M.ayor,  the  mcumbcnt  of  CliriAl  Church, 
and  tlie  tector  of  St  Ivor's,  who  distributed  the  proceeds  yearly  to  twenty-one 
poorwidowi.  BoWa  Cfaaritf  bdooged  to  ICanton.  ToiahillinBSwaa  paid  for 
two  aennoni^  and  lOi.  wag  diatribated  to  air  poor  iridowB. 

Mr.  SomernUe  atatod»tliat  haviiigaeen  theiq^  RfBnmg  toHr.Noniiaa 
m^Stt^crdtUn  Atherimr,  be  felt  it  hia  datj  to  state  that  Mr.  Nomaa  bad 
done  his  dol^  to  bis  (Mr.  Somerville's)  three  boys,  who  were  some  years  at  tho 
adiool.  That  one  of  liis  boys  had  frequently  fetched  wine,  which  Mr.  Nonnan 
was  in  the  habit  of  giving  to  applicants  for  the  use  of  the  sick ;  such  were  con- 
stantly waiting  about  for  him.  If  Mr.  Norman  had  some  faulls,  he  had  many 
virtues,  and,  perhaps,  one  of  his  chief  faiiinj^s  was  that  liis  good  nature  was  easily 
imposed  on.  Mr.  Soracrvillc  also  bore  testimony  to  the  state  of  the  school  forty 
years  ago  wlicn  lie  attended  there  ;is  a  scholar.  The  only  payment  was  one  shilling 
aiinuaily  lor  pens,  ink,  and  ooul.  There  were  no  restrictions  as  to  attending 
church.  He  considered  the  capitation  fee  was  too  high.  He  would  suggest  that 
ft  anbacription  aboold  be  made  to  ootct  thekv  expenaea  imfortiiiiatoly.iiiouffed, 
ao  that  the  tmata  should  iiot  be  ii^jtued. 

"Ml.  Salt  obeerred  that  the  tnuteea  had  neariy  the  amount  in  band. 

The  Inapeetor  temazked  that  a  anbaeriptioii  might  abortlj  be  iiutitiitod  for 
bnildiiv  a  nev  adiool 

In  Mr.  Rogers's  charity,  Mr.  Griffin  said  there  had  been  no  distribution  made. 

Mr.  Shallcross  asked  if  the  tniateea  voold  make  public  a  printed  liat  of  tbo 
eharities  and  the  present  trustees. 

Mr.  Salt  said  he  should  be  perfectly  ready  to  do  so. 

The  Inspector  remarked  that  the  greater  the  publicity  ffiTea  to  eyei;  particulai 
the  better  it  would  be  for  ;dl  parties. 

In  Sutton's  Charity,  Mr.  Abbcrley  volunteered  a  statement  as  to  the  69.  8d. 
Certain  property  was  leased  by  the  Corporation  in  old  time  at  a  lease  for  500  years, 
in  oonaideration  of  the  annual  payment  of  the  Gs.  8d.  to  the  rector.  His  father 
bad  bOD^t'the  property  at  .  aa  andaon.  For  aome  time  paat  Mr.  Abberley  said  be 
bad  doobtodwbeCher  the  xeotorvaa  entitled  to;  the  6a.  8d.,ai  be  didootpreaeh 
the  aermoa  oa  St.  Aadrew'a  daj.  Tbe  pioperty  eonnited  of  two  dilai^datod 
oottaceaaeartheandof  wbatmafomMri^caUadKitliiicLaiie. 
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Mr.  Hand  stated,  that  under  the  present  Grammar  School  schfine  the  trustees 
had  no  power  to  dismiss  the  master :  it  was  desirable  that  the  trustees  should 
obtain  a  wide  discretionary  power  in  that  respect. 

In  Kenderdine's  Charity,  Mr.  Wm.  Jennings,  clerk  of  St.  Mary's,  stated  that 
there  weiQ  50  half-crowns  given  to  50  poof  widows  on  St.  Thomas's  Bay.  Mr. 
Hand  goierally  Mot  of  bis  okrkB  iritii  tiie  monegr,  tnd  the  moiiqr  waa  giTen 
ly  tlie  cfaffiidiwvdeni  and  the  oontci,  who  (ui  the  absenoe  of  the  rector)  gtre 
tte  momej  sway  after  moraing  pn^en.  Tb»  50  widowa  wave  aeleoted  the 
OBntas  and  obQi^waxdeaa^  and  the  raeipieiita  received  tiie  moiuyaa  apensioiL 

JSr*  Hand  aaid  the  endowmeiit  oonaiated  of  £860  eonaola,  which  atood  m  the 
Bank  of  Eogiand  in  the  names  of  the  executors  of  Charles  Kenderdme.  The 
jaterest  amomited  to  £7  10s. ;  the  difference  between  the  £6  6a.  distributed  and 
that  sum  was  be({Qeathed  to  the  executors  for  their  trouble. 

Mr.  Jcnnin^  said  he  hi\d  never  known  Backhooae^a  Cbaritj'  diatribnted. 

The  inqury  was  then  adjniim»d  until  Monday. 

Tlie  uiqury  was  again  rcsuned  on  Monday  mormng.  H.  T.  Lomax,  Esq., 
Mayor,  and  the  Hev.  J.  H.  ilonner  were  present  during  a  portion  of  the 

proceedings. 

The  Inspector  stated  that  he  had  been  over  the  almshouses,  and  he  found  them 
£ur  jfrom  bemg  in  a  proper  oonditkm.  Than  were  also  aboat  deven  persons  in 
nedpt  of  parish  rdief.  He  thought  this  ahooldiiot  be,  for  it  should  be  especially 
bone  mndnd  that  ahnahooaea  aboidd  neferbe  permitted  to  be  a  chapel  cH  ease 
tothe  wQiUuMue;  they  were  pniperiy  intended  for  poor  penons  who  had  aeen 
better  daya,  and  to  whom  gomg  into  the  woddiOQae  woohl  not  only  be  a  hardship, 
pnt  a  positiye  punishment.  It  was  also  desirable  that  married  people  who  were 
£kdy  to  have  (Mdiai  ahoold  not  be  permitted  to  make  a  home  of  the  almshousea. 

In  answer  to  a  question  respecting  Coton  Field,  the  Inspector  replied  that  he 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  burpcss  riprhts  in  the  Coton  acre?,  only  with  reference 
to  a  charitable  rliar^p  of  £40  upon  them,  payal)le  to  the  almshouses,  &c.  The 
Inspector  again  niijjressed  uiion  his  audience  that  the  gift  of  small  sums  in 
money,  bre.id,  or  coal,  really  did  liitle  j?ood.  The  money  was  generally  spent  at 
once  iu  beer:  the  coal  and  broad  uiaiidy  went  to  relieve  the  poor  rates.  He 
wished  them  to  consider  the  advisability  of  giving  the  saiaii  charities  for  the 
benefit  of  penny  clubs  and  other  institutions  for  the  real  benefit  of  Uie  poor ;  and 
tbu^  instead  of  moreasing  pauperism,  foster  habits  of  frugality  and  indc^ieDdenoe. 

Mr.  ShaUoHMa  stated  that  there  waa  a  tradition  that  formerly  the  ahnafaousca 
poaaesied lands  on  each  side  of  them;  thattherewereportionaof  anold  walland 
doorwaya  still  existing  in  sapport  of  this  tradition. 

Mr.  Salt  said  the  trustees  could  find  no  legal  evidence  of  further  possession. 
The  Inspector  added  that  formerly  time  did  not  run  against  eharities,  but  now 

it  did.  Knoclaims  wen  niadefiur  any  poeaession  for  twenty  year^  proof  of  title 

would  be  dcharrpd. 

Tn  answer  to  tin ■  Ih^ik  <  tor,  Mr.  i'nih  stated  that  when  any  of  (lie  acres  in 
CiAoii  Field  changed  hands,  the  entering  tenant  paid  lOs.  for  a  grass  aor^  and  5s. 
for  a  com  acre. 
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Queen  Elizabeth's  (thant.  -Tlic  Inspector  furnislied  the  following  account 
of  tliis  grant  (the  richcj^l  portion  of  the  charitiible  possessions  of  Stafford),  which 
is  ;i  much  fuller  one  than  given  iu  the  Utafforfkhire  Adttrtuer  last  week.  The 
grunt  of  Edward  VI.  to  the  Grammar  Sdiool  did  not  comprise  the  whole  o£  tHe 
property  of  tbe  deqpoibd  ooD«ge  of  Si.  Har> .  Qneea  HKiiihcifth'a  fitait  gnated 
to  tlie  BnigOHflca  of  StaffMd  the  dnmii  of  8t  ICvr  to  be  tlw  puiib  eboich, 
together  with  other  property  of  the  odUege  of  the  then  anmuil  Tifaie  of 
£4L2s.l(MUtobediflpaeedofBemeataoiiediiioarU»tireek*evepott  Theioae 
were  pagrable  befine  the  dieBolntbiL  At  the  time  of  the  commission  of  iaqany, 
the  premises  comprised  in  this  grant  were  the  subject  of  an  information  and  e 
bill.  The  title  of  the  suit  was  tlic  Attorney-General  at  the  rdation  of  the  Rer. 
"William  Edward  Coldwell,  the  Hcv.  Joseph  Ellcrton,  "William  Collier,  and 
Cliarles  Kendcrdine,  iuformant.s — the  four  hist-named  pluiutifls ;  and  the  Right 
TTon.  Charles  ChetwjTid  Kurl  Talbot,  the  Mayor  and  Bur;;c8ses  of  Stafford,  llev. 
George  Norman,  Francis  Brookes.  "William  Shaw,  llev.  Henry  Rathbone,  Wm. 
Iladdcrstich,  and  Tliomas,  Mary,  Jaue,  and  Francis  Lycctt,  defendants.  The 
original  and  supplemental  information  and  bills  were  between  the  same  infor- 
manto  end  phuntUb,  the  defendante  being  the  eiid  W.  E.  Coldwdl,  J.  EUertoi^ 
the  Major  and  Burgesses,  and  the  Rer.  Eobt  T^smple.  On  the  SSid  December, 
1835,  a  flcheme  to  the  foUoving  eiEset  mm  ^pprofed  by  the  master.  A  leoeifcr 
to  be  from  time  to  tune  appointed,  and  removable  hj  the  mayoTj  reotor,  nd 
ourate  of  Sf .  Mary's,  and  enrate  of  Marston,  and  the  head  master  of  the 
grammar  school,  or  any  three  of  them,  iadnding  the  rector.  The  xeeehrer  to  give 
security,  to  be  nlluwed  a  reasonable  salary,  and  not  to  pey  money  oio^  to  the 
rector,  curates,  and  sehoohnasfcer  without  an  order  in  writing ;  to  keep  accounts, 
to  be  audited  yearly  in  .June.    Tlie  additional  salaries  to  be  paid  were  -rector, 
£324;  curate  of  St.  Mary's,  II G^;  curate  of  Marston,  £92;  to  an  English 
master  at  the  (irammar  School,  £100.    Such  master  to  be  nominated,  joid 
reuiovable  for  just  cause  by  i  he  mayor,  rector,  and  head  master,  or  any  two  of 
them,  the  rector  being  uuc ;  who  should  ul&o  kave  power  tu  make  and  vary  rules 
and  r^ulations  for  the  oondnct  of  the  English  master,  and  for  the  admiaaion  and 
dischaxge  of  boys.  Ontof  the  resiike^  the  amnalezpenaea  to  be  pad  of  cleaning 
and  repairing  the  Choidi  of  St.  Haiy  and  the  chancel,  the  salazies  of  the  OTgnniBi 
and  sexton  (who  shoidd  be  appointed  and  removable  by  the  Beotor),  the  repaizs 
of  the  bells,  and  other  usual  olqeeta  oonneeted  vith  the  dmroh  and  its  servioe^  or 
as  niiglit  be  determined  by  the  mayor,  rector,  curate,  and  churchwardens,  or  the 
majority,  the  rector  being  OOe.  £500  of  the  stock  was  directed  to  the  purchase 
of  an  additional  burying  ground  for  St.  Mary's.  £1,200  it  was  ordered  should 
remain  invcstrd  under  the  name  nf  the  "Building  fund  account,"  of  the  interest 
(jf  which  a  separate  .account  should  be  kept.    When  the  interest,  with  the 
surplus  of  (he  annnal  income  of  the  charity  estate,  exceeded  £100,  it  should  be 
invested  ior  the  purpo.so  of  providing  for  the  annual  repairs  of  the  church,  or 
i^instatmg  it  in  case  of  accident  by  lightning  or  tempest,  or  any  considerable 
decay  in  the  foondstiOD  or  fabric.  If  the  income  should  be  inaofiKcient  to  pay  the 
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stipends  of  the  dfligj  and  adioolmMter,  ad  to  ]W  ft 

mcreased  slipeiid8»  and  the  atipend  of  the  Xd|^  oobooibiuater,  should  be  abated 

in  eqiul  profportioiiBk 

The  Lupector  took  oooBflkm  to  oomplimeni  the  tnuteoi  on  the  ezoeOent  state 

in  which  he  liad  found  the  cburdi. 

Mr.  Follows  suggested  whether  thoe  waie  aot  some  tithes  and  tinee  honsss 

m  Rngeley  belonging  to  the  grant. 

The  Tuspedor  said  it  appeared  from  the  that  the  trostess  had  sU  the 
property  that  reaiiy  behiuged  to  the  prant. 

!Mr.  Hand  sfated  that  the  report  of  the  proceedings  in  the  Sit^ffordthire 
Adveriuer  had  produced  a  strong  feeling  in  Mr.  Korman's  favour. 

The  Inspector  read  through  a  portion  of  the  evidence  relating  to  Mr.  Norman's 
coaduct,  and  liis  notes  thtareupon.  Tliat  tvideiiee,  iit;  said,  clearly  proved  that 
Mr.  Norman  had  been  for  many  years  in  the  habit  of  arriiring  an  hour  or  half<an* 
boor  beliove  the  time  that  Uie  adiool  dosed  in  the  maming,  and  lesring  before  it 
doasd  k  the  evening.  It  ms  also  to  be  noted,  that  Mr.  Salt  bad  atatec^  that 
■neetfaeiiBv  sfllMme  Mr.  NoKmaa  bad  been  pnnotn^ 

Mr.  End  leminded  the  Lispector  that  prenous  to  the  new  sabeBM,]Cr. 
Korman  did  not  bold  bunself  bound  to  give  any  ednestion  that  was  not  classical, 
and  thst  the  time  be  attmded  at  the  sehool  was  mm  tbsB  sniBcient  for  that 
purpose. 

The  Inspector  continued  reading  from  his  notes — the  question  was  not  simply 
whether  Mr.  Norman  wa.s  deserving  of  a  retiring  pension.  This  the  evidence 
answered  in  the  negative.  Had  he  been  assiduous  in  the  discharge  of  tiis  school 
duties  he  vrould  have  oijtahied  plenty  of  scholars,  and  he  would  either  have 
deserved  a  pension  more  or  needed  it  less.  The  Inspector  said  that,  as  he  liad 
before  remarked,  there  existed  some  diiRcidiy  aijout  the  arbitrary  removal  of  ^Ir. 
Norman,  and  the  tiue  point  remaining  was,  that  as  he  was  ready  to  retire  on  a 
pension,  whsft  mm  sbotULbe  givettbitt.  He  wenld  soggeit  that  some  arrange- 
meat  shoold  be  made  witb  the  oonsent  ol  an  parties. 

Mr.  C.  Wiigbt  and  sevetal  burgesses  were  of  opinkn  that  the  pnblio,  snd 
cspsoially  the  trasteea^sboeld  have  inteiieied  before  matiecB  had  gone  the  length 
they  bad. 

The  Inspector  said  that  he  felt  the  justice  of  this  observation,  and  he  had 
abwady  made  a  remark  to  that  effect  m  bis  notes.  He  also  felt  that  theare  might 
be  a  great  deal  of  truth  in  what  Mr.  SomerviUe  had  stated  on  Saturday. 

Mr.  Dawson  confirmed  the  statement  respecting  Mr.  Norman's  unifonn  kind- 
ness and  good-nature. 

Aft€r  some  conversation  amongst  those  present  as  to  the  amount  of  pension, 
it  was  agreed  that  £35  Mould  be  the  allowance  which  would  meet  with  the  most 
general  concurrence,  and  this  sum  the  Inspector  entered  in  his  notes  as  the 
amount  of  pension  to  be  allowed,  subject  to  the  coidlrmation  of  the  Com> 
muBooeTB. 

Mr.  BitldB  said  Mr.  a  Wq^  bMl  jsfinn^ 
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was  that  the  memorialists  had  not  proved  their  case.  He  would  put  the  qneatiom 
to  the  Inspector  whether  tlial  were  so  nr  not. 

The  Inspector  re-read  a  portion  of  liis  notes.  The  charge,  as  stated  by  Mr. 
Shallcross,  who  appeared  m  the  meuioriidists'  advocate,  was  "  contmued  ncgrlect 
of  duty"* and  "sending  the  boys  ont  for  intoxicating  drinks."  Thib  was  clearly 
pvored.  The  diaige  of  drankeiiiieas  wm  nol  made  by  Mr.  BheUerani  and  not 
only  wis  this  charge  not  proved,  but  the  gencnl  tenoor  of  the  evidenOB  wis 
decidedly  in  oppoeitioik  to  the  sappoeHioii. 

Mr.  Salt  stated  to  the  Inspector  that  he  woold  sobmit  to  his  raaaika  on  the 
tnutees,  feeling  sure  thai  he  would  do  them  jnstioe.  M  tiie  same  time  he  did 
not  believe  that  the  remarks  which  h  undci^tood  the  Inspector  to  have  mad^ 
having  reference  to  snn^osed  neglect  of  supervision,  would  haive  been  made  if  he 
oould  have  known  all  the  anxiety  the  trustees  had  experienced  and  the  trouble 
they  had  taken  about  tlie  Grammar  School,  and  ^Ir.  Norman's  relation  with  it. 
They  had  been  in  con^fftnt  communication  with  two  or  three  bishops,  and  other 
persons  of  rank  and  iiidluencc,  as  to  what  was  really  the  duty  of  the  tnistecs. 
They  experienced  trreat  difliculty  in  fretting  specific  complaints  made,  jwrsons 
being  unwilling  to  come  forward.  It  was  under  a  sense  of  all  these  difficulties 
that  the  application  w  im  made  to  the  Court  of  Chancery.  They  were  desirous  of 
getting  more  trustees,  in  order  that  tiiey  might  have  more  power  to  act.  The 
whole  of  the  drenmstimww  attending  the  appMeatkai  would  show  eleariy  tiiat  Hie 
trustees  were  actuated  fay  no  apicit  of  hostility  to  any  other  party,  but  were  only 
aniioas  to  do  thebrdnty.-'The  Inspector  gigniHed  his  intentioin  to  reprsseat  Mr. 
Salt* s  statement  to  the  Board. 

l^Ir.  Salt  further  stated,  in  answer  to  Mr.  Shallcross,  that  as  soon  as  the  new 
report  of  the  Commissioners  was  receired,  the  puhlio  should  be  fumidied  with  a 
full  and  complete  list  of  tlie  Staffortl  charities. 

Mr.  Shallcross  thanked  Mr.  Salt  for  his  ready  rompliance.  Tic  also,  on 
behalf  of  the  memnriali.-i(s,  expressed  his  ohHgations  to  the  Inspector  for  the  kind 
and  courteous  way  in  which  he  hod  heard  all  that  he  had  to  say.  He  w:is  sure 
there  was  not  one  gentleman  who  was  not  highly  satisfied  with  the  manner  in 
which  the  InsiMictor  had  couducted  the  inquiiy.  lie  would  also  say,  on  beiuilf  of 
the  memorialists,  that  the  allegations  contauied  in  the  memorial  had,  he  believed, 
been  fully  proved.  He  had  no  desire  to  triumph  over  the  trustees;  bis  only 
desire*  and  the  desire  of  those  who  hsd  acted  with  him,  was  to  plaoe  the  tmtl^ ' 
and  nothing  but  the  truth,  befeie  the  Commisaionen.  He  must  espedally  thsnb 
flie  Inspector  his  conrteOM  hearing,  inasmuch  as  he  (Mr.  ShaUooss)  had  not 
had  the  assistance  of  any  legal  adviser. 

The  Inspector  said  that  although  he  had  only  dooe  his  duty,  it  was  a  pleasun 
to  know  he  had  given  satisfaction. 

^£r.  Hand,  on  part  of  the  trustees,  also  expressed  his  thanks  to  the  Inspector, 
lie  must  likewise  say  that,  as  far  ;is  ho  had  heard  the  proceedings,  Mr.  Shall- 
cross's  conduct  in  the  case  was  quite  that  of  a  gcnilenian,  and  quite  free  from 
hostility  to  any  party.  He  had  acted  in  the  matter  with  perfect  candoar,  and  had 
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Boi  proceeded  fniibeor  in  the  matter  tiun  was  oouuteDt  witK  a  regard  for  trath. 

poblic  inqdiyiraB  theaTirtitaUyteiiiiinated  The  Iiupector  sat  again  on 
Taadtj  monuBg  for  the  tcanaadna  of  hniuuaib  bat  it  wis  nen^  of  a  fomial 
nature^  and  munteraiiag  to  the  pnbUa  Intheoonraeof  themonmig. 

The  Insp^or  said  it  was  just  to  state  that  he  had  enqoirad  into  the*  position 
ni  Mrs.  Jennings,  who,  it  was  stated  last  week,  nent  her  lenraBt  for  aome  of  the 
money  gifts.  He  found  Airs.  Jennin]^  crippled  with  gont,  and,  therefore,  obliged 
to  keep  a  girl  to  look  after  her.  She  was  a  Tery  proper  object  of  charity.  "When 
she  taught  at  the  Infant  8clior>l  she  had  the  use  of  a  dwelling-house,  but  that  was 
eight  years  ago,  and  she  had  no  such  right  now.  With  reference  to  Hinton's  and 
B£u?khou;$e's  Charities,  the  Inspector  stated  that  the  lormer  was  satis£act(»ilj 
administered,  but  the  latter  wits  not  quite  so  clear. 

The  Rev.  J.  H.  Donncr  explained  that  the  latter  was  mainly  distributed  by 
the  district  visitors,  who  gave  the  money  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  without 
dirtinetionof  seet 

Mr.BatliiLaaidhehadbeen  in  oonveraationirith  aemal  leapeetaUe  tiades* 
mtn,  and  thej  mn  of  opinioiL  that  the  Latin  sdiodl  night  he  eloted  for  sono 
jean^andthe  fanda  aaved  therebj  act  apart  for  th»  exeetion  of  aaevbnilding; 


The  foOowing  is  an  approximate  atatement  of  the  ineooie  of  the  StafiiDid 
Ghantieiy  prapaied  by  the  Inapector:— 
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This  amount  is  thus  distributcxi : — ^To  the  pnTposes  of  education  £105  6s.  8d. ;  to 
apprentices,  £39  16s.  Id.;  to  the  almshouses,  £i(j  16s. ;  to  widows  and  maids, 
£15;  ill  bread,  £3  2s.;  in  clothing,  £2;  in  coal,  £52  123.  lid.;  in  money, 
£93  5s.  lOd.;  for  church  purposes  (repairs,  sermons,  &c.).  £757  5s.  lid., 
indiulmg  £75S  78.  7d.  from  Qbmi  EUiabolk'B  gift,  maaiitaBi  wd  oonleif 

Ebbata.— Some  remarks  made  diulog  the  iDqairjr  lost  week  by  Mr.  John  Mwfn  hmtttf 
bMD  mteondantood  by  oar  reporter,  ir»bm  boa  foqnntad  to  ttato  titat  wbid  that  gantl^ 

man  aaid  wa«  to  the  fv>llowiii(/ effect: -•'Tlio  mnjority  of  the  trnstees  agreed  with  Mr.  Shall- 
oroM  and  Uw  memorialiaia,  that  Mr.  Konnaa  was  not  eoUtled  to  a  retiring  feoaioa.  Wlien 
tte  oiM  wM  ftilly  argued  before  tbe  Bfahop,  s  ibort  time  ago,  tail  lorddiip  Mked  IT  lay  of  th» 
trosteea  oould  defend  tbe  head  master's  conduct,  and  on  receivlaffttiplf  latbe  negatiye,th* 
Bishop  said, '  I  nerer  in  my  life  at  any  meeting  that  I  bare  attended  can  remember  to  bare 
met  with  each  remarkable  ananimity  of  opinion ;  and  thongh  I  much  object  to  do  anything 
in  wlltt  nay  appt'Hi  »□  imderband  manner,  or  by  a  sidewind,!  Iblnk  t)iat  we  an  bound  to  as* 
the  mrrms  nt  our  di-ip<ifuil,  and  r9  iher>^  is  no  othrr  conrw"  opmi,  Mr.  Normnn  onpht  to  be 
removed  by  urging  clause  0  uf  the  new  bckemiu'  IIi»  lurdnbip  then  dr^w  oat  a  question  to  be 
refwred  to  the  commissioners,  asking  if  in  their  opinion  tlie  new  rSle  ooold  be  enforced  in 
Mr.  Normiin's  cmc.  His  lordship  further  stiilnd,  i;;  rcy\y  to  onf  of  tht»  tnistfp«t,  that  if  it 
were  wrong  to  give  a  retiring  pension  of  £M,  it  was  wrong  to  give  any  smaiier  sum.'  '-•We 
are  also  reqnetted  to  attte  thai  the  aom  paid  by  the  boigeaaea  for  tbe  aoMt  ia  Cotoa  fldda  is 
U,  oris.  Miinially*  not  J4  d«.6d.,  m  siwewfod  In  the  i^orl, 


UB.  ALD£BMAN  SIDXi£Y'S  AKD  ME.  EOGERS'S  CEABITIES. 

SmvKT's  Ceautt.— This  indentuze,  nude  tlie  Slat  dajr  of  Nonrembo;  1867, 
between  Tbomas  Sidii^,of  fiowee  Manor,  Soutbgatey  infbe  eouitFof  Middlaaai, 
and  of  Ladgate-hiU,  in  the  oitjrof  London,  eaqoiie^  and  one  of  the  Aldennaaof 
the  laid  city,  of  the  one  part,  and  the  Mayor,  Alderman,  and  Burgesses,  of  the 
town  of  Stafford,  in  the  county  of  Stafford,  of  the  other  part.— Whereas  the 
said  Thomas  Sidney  wn.s  bom  in  the  said  town  of  Stafford,  and  from  the  period 
of  his  birtb  unto  llic  present  time  his  family  and  himself  have  cultivated  friendly 
relations  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  town;  and  in  grateful  memorial  thereof, 
the  said  Thomas  Sidney  has  resolved  to  make  a  provision  for  some  of  the  poor  of 
the  said  town,  in  the  manner  hereafter  dcsigiutt^d  and  expressed.  And  wliercas 
the  said  Thomas  Sidney,  in  pursuance  of  his  said  restjiution,  hath  purchased  the 
sum  of  £700,  three  per  cent,  redaced  annuities,  and  cau&ed  the  same  to  be  trans- 
ferred into  the  nameof  tSieaald  Mayor,  Aldeimeii,  and  Burgesses,  to  the  end  and 
intent  that  the  same  may  be  fadd  upon  tbe  trosta  beiflbafter  deidared  oonoenuig 
the  same,  that  the  aaid  HajoTj  Aldennen,  and  Bnigeasca,  having  by  aicaolntiQii 
paaaedataneetingof  theTownCknuicilof  tbe  aaid  bazongfayddjconrened  &r 
that  and  other  puposea^  and  held  on  the  4tk  day  of  November  inatant,  agioed  to 
accq^  tbe  said  trust,  and  to  enteor  into  tbe  oovenanta  hereinafter  contained,  and 
to  execute  m  duplicate  thoae  presents,  one  part  ipfaereof  shall  remam  and  be  kept 
by  the  said  Mayor,  Aldermen,  aud  Boi^esses.  amongst  the  mnniments  of  the 
said  Corporation,  and  the  other  part  thereof,  duly  se^cd  with  the  corporate  seal, 
abaU  be  deliTerad  to  the  said  Thomaa  Sidney.  Now  this  indenture  witufisseth, 

J 
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and  it  is  hereby  agreed  and  declared  between  and  by  these  parties  to  those 
present,  and  ptirticiilarly  that  the  snul  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Burgesses,  do 
hereby  for  tin msi  Ives,  their  successor?,  and  assigns,  covenant,  promise,  declare, 
and  agree,  with  and  to  tlie  said  Tfiomas  Sidney,  his  executors  and  administrators, 
that  they,  the  said  Mayor,  AlJi  ihkui,  and  Burgesses,  shall  and  wiU  perpetually 
slaud  possessed  of  the  said  sum  ui  seven  hundred  pounds  three  per  cent.  li<;duccd 
Ammftipfl,  upon  tnut  that  Hhtif,  the  said  Ha^ror,  Aldenaeii,  and  Borgesaes  dotaid 
■hall  yearly,  and  eraj  year  hereafter,  temi  the  annual  inoome  and  dividends 
ftriffing  from  thw  aaid  rednoed  fmim^twff^  and  do  and  shall  pay  the  same  mto  tho 
proper  hands  of  the  Majyor  for  the  time  being  of  the  aa^  town,  th^ 
time  being  of  Saint  Mary's  church,  Stafford,  and  the  Minister  for  the  time 
being  of  Christ  Chorch,  in  the  said  town,  or  such  of  them  as  shall  for  the  time 
being  be  capable  and  willing  to  act  in  the  execution  of  this  trust,  upon  trust  that 
they,  the  said  M?nor  for  the  time  V»eing,  the  said  Rector  for  tlie  tin^e  being,  and 
said  2>Iinist(  r  IVr  the  time  being,  or  such  of  thetn  as  shall  for  the  Imie  being  be 
capable  and  willing  to  act  in  tlic  execution  of  this  trust,  do  and  shall  on  the  fifth 
day  of  Jannarj-  m  every  year  for  ever  hereafter,  this  tribute  pay,  or  expend  the 
dividendii  and  income  of  the  said  reduced  amiuiLy  unto  or  for  the  beueht  of  tweuty- 
fiMnrpenons,  being  widows  or  widowers,  in  egoal  ahana^  and  whoae  ages  ahftU 
Rqpeeti?e]y  he  taty  yean  aikaat^and  who  ahaU  be  alao  xendent  intlieaajd  town 
of  Staffoid,  and  nainlafaiinff  good  cihaiacfcen,  and  being  of  godly  life  and  con- 
vsaation;  anob  penoD  to  be  froni  time  to  tmio  aeleoted  the  aaid  Mayor  fbr 
the  time  bfimg^  the  said  Rector  for  the  time  bemg,  and  the  said  Mmister  for  tiie 
time  beini^  or  such  of  them  as  shall  for  the  time  l>eing  be  capable  and  willing  to 
act  in  the  execution  of  this  trust ;  and  the  ahare  of  each  of  the  recipients  of  this 
Gift  to  be  eitlicr  paid  to  him  or  her  in  money,  or  to  be  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of 
coals  for  his  or  her  benefit ;  or  part  to  be  applied  in  such  way,  at  the  discretion  of 
the  ^id  Mayor  fur  the  lime  being,  the  said  Rector  for  the  time  being,  and  the 
Sfiid  Minister  for  the  time  being,  or  such  of  them  as  aforesaid  :  Provided  always, 
that  they  the  said  Mayor,  the  said  Rector,  and  the  said  Minister  for  the  time 
being,  shall  make  a  Betom  to  the  Town  Ck>ancil,  yearly,  of  tikenamea^  nd- 
denoea,  and  agea  of  the  peraona,  and  to  whom  anch  gifts  afaall  be  yearly  diatri- 
bated,  whieh  aaid  Betnm  the  add  Kayor,  Aldennen,  and  Burgeaaea^  cotenant 
aaid  agree  with  the  aaid  Th5ma8  Sidney,  hia  execntora  and  adBoinistiBtor8»  afaall 
be  preserved  with  the  mnniments  of  the  Town  Council  of  the  said  Borough,  to 
the  end  that  the  same  nuqr  be  had  ia  perpetual  memory,  and  that  the  aaid  fends 
may  never  be  invested  or  appropriated  for  any  other  purpose  whatsoever. 

"  lu  witness  whereof  the  said  Thomas  Sidney  hath  hereunto  set  his  hand  and 
seal,  and  the  said  Mnyor,  Aldermen,  and  BtTrt^esse?,  liave  caused  their  oommon 
aeal  to  be  hereunto  allixcd  the  day  and  year  first  above  written. 

"THOMAS  SIDNEY, 

"JOmi  GRLFFlxX,  Mayob." 
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MR,  JOHN  ROGERS'S  CUARITY.~1S58. 

TOTl  APPHENTICrSO  OE?UA>.\S  AND  FATHKBLES8  CHILDREN. 

M?.  J.  Rogers,  of  Leaminpton,  after  a  residence  of  many  years  in  his  native 
town  of  Stafford,  during  which  time  he  was  elected  on  two  occtusioiis  to  discharge 
the  responsible  duties  of  Mayor,  uud  :ur  a  period  of  eighteen  years  held  the  ap- 
pointment of  one  of  the  pcrmauent  magistrates  of  the  borough,  was  induced  to 
establish,  undar  Go^s  Unsiiig^  and  in  oomplianoe  vith  »  them  (teore,  long 
eiitertauied,  aPeipetiialChKrityLitliel^^  Slafitaffdj  Ihna  whidi  a  poiiiogi  of 
the  orphans  and  Cillwiieaa  childrea  might  be  yearly  assisted  in  then  day  of  necea* 
sitj.  The  sank  he  proposed  to  appropriate  to  fhu  object  'vras  £500;  and  having 
ohtuned  the  consent  of  the  Charity  Trustees  (with  the  nu^jozify  of  whom  he  had 
been  associated  for  many  years)  to  undertake  the  management  and  yearly  distri- 
bution of  the  interest,  he  felt  assured  they  would  discharge  that  duty  witli  the 
pTcatcst  fidelity  and  impartiality.  The  amount  was  {M!Cordingly  presented  to 
them  in  the  month  of  Octoljcr,  1858,  for  the  purpose  of  bein^  invested  in  the 
Fnnds,  and  the  yearly  interest,  or  dividend,  of  £15  being  appropriated  on  Saint 
Thoma-s's-day,  commcnciug  with  tlie  year  1859,  and  so  continued  in  all  time  to 
oome,  in  apprenticing  orphan  and  faiQicdcss  boys  and  girls  to  wdLcondncted 
masters  and  mistreases— in  all  cases  the  selection  to  be  made  on  a  general  prin* 
dple^  no  other  qnaliflcation  being  required  begrmid  tiie  laet  thai  the  chil^ 
natives  of  and  rendcnt  in  Stafford,  in  neoessitoas  cireomstaaoes^  hot  not  so 
destitute  as  to  be  considered  proper  objects  for  parocliial  assistance.  Assuming 
that  only  £15  could  be  produced  as  interest,  yearly,  in  perpetuity,  the  number  of 
recipients  was  necessarily  restricted  to  tlirec,  at  £o  each  ;  and  in  order  to  place 
both  sexes  upon  an  equality,  it  was  arrani^ed  that  the  mi  in  her  of  bo\  s  or  girls 
should  preiwndcratc  in  alternate  years,  beginning  with  two  hoys  and  one  girl  the 
first  year,  and  ore  boy  and  two  girls  the  next;  and  observing  the  same  rule  in 
snccessive  yeari>  tiuougliout  all  time  to  come. 
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CITY  OF  LICHFIELD. 


LtCHniLD  is  the  OUy  of  Staffordalure  and  a  county  of  itself, 
indnding  its  precincts.  It  can  boast  of  many  eminent  men, 
viz.: — Johnson,  Garrick,  Darwin,  Ashmole,   Seward,  and 

Addison.  *A  noble  statue  of  the  first-named  was  erected  at  the 

expense  of  the  Rev.  Chancellor  Law^  in  1838,  and  stands 
opposite  the  old  house  in  which  Johnson  was  born. 

The  word  lich  (or  lie  in  Saxon),  signifies  bogj  and  therefore 
Lichfield  means  marshy  or  bonroy  field. 

In  1274  (Edward  I.),  Liclilicld  fii'st  sent  representatives  to 
Parliament;  and  Lst  Edward  VI.  it  was  incorporated. 

The  title  of  Earl  of  Lichfield  became  extinct  in  1772,  but 
was  revived  in  18<i2,  in  the  person  of  Viscount  Anson,  of 
Shugborough. 

The  Cathedral  is  snpppsed  to  have  been  founded  about  the 
year  667;  and  has  gone  throngh  many  vicissitudes.  The 
members  at  the  present  day  consist  of  a  Dean,  Precentor, 
Chancellor,  four  Canon»,  twenty  Prebendaries,  five  Priest- 
Yicars,  seven  Lay-Yicars,  a  Sacrist,  a  Divinity  Lecturer,  a 
Sub-Sacrist,  two  Vergers,  and  fourteen  Chorister  Boys — two  of 
.ihem  have  £20— >two  £12 — ^two  £8,  and  two  £6,  per  onnum^ 
the  last  six  waiting  their  turns  for  promotion,  from  vacancies 
happening  in  the  ranks  of  the  eight  first-named  boys.  ■  In  the 
reign  of  Heniy  YIII.  a  school-house,  having  the  words  domm 
ehoristiB  inscribed  on  the  gateway,  was  built  for  the  choristers, 
within  the  Close,  where  they  resided  with  their  master ;  but  in 
1772,  the  estate  was  let  on  a  building  lease.    Llias  Ashmole 
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(bom  1617),  who  founded  tho  noble  Ashmolean  Museum  at 
Oxford,  was  one  of  the  Lichfield  Choristers. 

Lichfiekl  CathedrMl  is  what  is  stvled  one  of  tho  "Old 
Foundations/^  yet  tho  before-named  house  has  ing  been  built  in 
the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  shews  that  due  care  had  been  taken 
that  the  choristers  should  reside^  and  be  considered  as  a 
component  part  of  the  Cathedral  corporation^  similar  to  boys  on 
die  "New  Cathedral  Foundations/'  such  as  Worcester  and 
others.  Subjoined  will  be  found  that  part  of  the  original 
atatotes,  and  a  translation  ihereofj  afifecting  the  choristers.  On 
the  whole  it  would  yeiy  likely  be  &TonTable  to  the  choristers  if 
the  Chapter  Clerk  were  instrocted  to  search  the  statutes  so  as  to 
disoorer  whether  they  are  not  entitled  to  residence^  food^  and 
instruction  (by  rights  as  being  part  of  the  Cathedral  bodj)^  and 
also  whether  diej  have  a  claim  to  be  sent  to  ooUege^  and  trained 
there  for  the  church,  free  of  cost.  The  Dean  and  four  residen- 
tiary Canons  should  bo  appealed  to  uii  Llie:ic  points,  by  the 
parents  of  these  boys, 

''9m.  CAP.— BE  CHOBISTIS. 

"  Choristas  ut  appendici^s  loco  hfec  panca  de  iis  statuamus, 
octo  semper  in  ecclesia  nostra  cathedrah  extare  volumus;  sipote 
uti  alii  exolescant,  alii  qui  ad  id  muneris  sufficienter  sint  parati 
snccurrant.  Choristis  singulis  -riginti  solidos  pro  stoUk  et  snper- 
pellicio  aut  ooemendis  aut  renovandis  et  qoatuor  libras  pro 
salario,  eornmque  magistro  supradicto  decern  libras  pro  sti- 
pendio  suo  quot  annis  deoemimus  solyendas  ex  spiritnalium  et 
temporalium  ad  decsaum  et  capitulumresidentiariomm  in  usmn 
ohoristamm  pertmentinm  turn  e  reditibus  annnis  tum  ob  eleo- 
tionesad  finnam  factis  snmmis  quas  fines  vocant  et  quas  inposte* 
nun  choristis  et  eomm  oomputis  totaliter  appHcandas  esse  statni- 
mus  turn  etiam  ez  aliis  illorum  prorentibus  quibuscnnqne.  Istis 
antem  solutionibus  aliisque  quotquot  subducendis  subductis  quic- 
qnid  aliquando  in  pede  computi,  remanebit  choristis  sen  ecclesioe 
diulius  deservitui'is  .sen  ab  eadcni  mox  diimitendis  decam  ot 
capituli  residentiariorum  judicio  subindo  distribuatur.  Csetera 
quoB  ad  choristas  quovismodo  spectant  proscentoris  potesUtti  et 
prudentise  de  jure  permittimus." 
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"9in.  CHAP.— ON  THE  CHOiOSIEBd. 

'*  The  cfaoristaaB  that  by  way  of  api)endix  wc  may  enact  these  few  pariica- 
lars  about  tha&-~we  will  to  be  always  eight  in  oar  Cathedrd  Church,  if  possible, 
so  that  as  some  lose  their  powers,  others  may  take  their  place  pnfficiently 
prepared  for  this  olTicc.  To  each  chorister  we  decree  that  each  be  yearly  paid  2  is. 
for  his  gown  and  suri)licc,  whether  buying  or  for  repairing  them ;  aud  iA  for  a 
Balar>' ;  and  £10  to  their  master  hefore-mcationcd,  out  of  the  spiritualities  and 
temporalities  (pcrtaiumg  to  the  Dean  and  Chapter)  of  the  rci>idcutiaricii,for  the  use 
of  the  chorister^  as  wdl  ont  of  the  annual  rents,  as  out  of  the  sums  agreed  upon 
fixrlsaaes^irliiehtiiey  call  flues;  and  vUcb  we  detennina  sn  to  be  In  Ibtoie 
cnthdlx  ai^lied  to  file  dwnsten  Old  their  aoooimte,  as 
itrntennamiihttaoofvi  sod  atedednolian  made  of  these  peymaitik  and  aU 
others  that  are  to  be  dedncted,  whaterer  shall  xcnain  at  the  foot  the  aoooon^ 
is  to  be  afterwards  distributed,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Dean  'and  Chapter  of 
iteaidentiarics,  to  the  dioristers,  whether  th^  are  to  serve  the  church  for  a  oon- 
tinnnncc,  or  to  be  presently  dismissed  from  it.  Everj-thini]:  rise  in  any  way 
relating  to  the  choristers,  we  leave  as  of  right  to  the  power  and  prudence  of  the 
Precentor.". 

« 

In  this  mstftnce  the  author  may  be  excused  for  giving  a 
short  aketcli  of  the  great  Dr.  Johnson,  not  only  because  he  was 
a  natiTe  of  Lichfield,  but  because  the  footsteps  of  his  early 
career  were  affeea  and  finally  diverted  to  a  more  gloxioiis 
cour^^p,  by  his  repeated^  onfortnnate  connezioii  with  Grammar 
Schools. 

One  of  the  faaltet  belonging  to  most  men  of  talent  was  a  part 
of  Johnson's  self^  tu.  (ivhis  own  words) am  not  nncandid, 
nor  severe*  I  sometimefl  say  more  than  I  mean,  in  jest;  and 
people  are  apt  to  think  me  serums."  This  no  doabt  cattsed 
parties  who  gov«sned  Grammar  Schools  to  shim  Johnson  or  to 
use  him  with  coolness.  Added  to  which  he  inherited  from  his 
&ther  violent  feelings,  positiveness,  melancholy^  and  the  Sing's 
evil.    These  were  no  nice  qualities,  mentally  or  bodily. 

He  was  placed  at  Lichfield  Grammar  School,  under  Mr. 
Hawkins,  and  was  not  diligent  or  regular,  his  wonderful 
memory  aud  powers  of  wit  making  up  for  these  defects. 

Ho  left  school  in  1725,  on  a  \isit  to  a  cousin,  for  some 
month « ;  and  on  his  return,  Mr.  Hunter  (a  new  master)  refused 
to  receive  him.  He  was  thereupon  sent  to  Stonrhridge  Gnmmar 
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Scliool,  uruler  Mr.  Wentwortli.  At  the  end  of  two  years  ho 
went  as  assistant  to  a  young  gentleman  at  Oxford  University, 
where  he  treated  Mr.  Jordan_,  the  College  Tutor,  witli  such 
insolence,  that  he  iu)po;>ud  the  translation  of  Pope's  Messiah 
upon  liiin,  as  a  task.  His  want  of  assiduity  was  as  remarkable 
at  College  as  elsewhere ;  indeed^  it  i&  said  that  he  never  read  a 
book  through  except  the  Bible. 

On  the  death  of  his  father,  in  1731 ,  he  became  Under  Master 
of  the  Market  Bosworth  Grammar  School^  Leicestershire.*  This 
office  he  soon  threw  up,  as  he  could  not  agree  vitih  Sir  Wolstan 
Dixie,  the  patron.  He  left  in  disgost,  and  erer  after  spoke 
of  it  with  abhonrence. 

He  afterwards  oontribntedtothe  QeaUeman^s  MagasdM}  but 
this  not  being  remnneratiTe  enonghj  he  made  propofials  in  1735^ 
to  Mr.  Badwortii,  Master  of  Brewood  School,  to  become  bis 
assistant.  Mr.  Badworth  declined  this  offer,  apprehending  that 
the  involmitaTy  motions  that  Johnson's  nerves  were  subject  to, 
would  not  only  render  him  an  object  of  ridicule  with  the 
scholars,  but  lessen  their  respect  even  for  himself. 

Ho  tlu^u  iiianiod  a  ^Irs.  Porter,  a  widow,  at  Birmiugham, 
and  with  her  property  (1800)^  opened  a  classical  school  at 
Edial,  near  Lichfield.  Garrick — then  18  years  old— was  his 
first  scholar;  but  there  being  only  seven  or  eight  pupils  at 
most,  iho  undertaking  proved  abortive;  and  Johnson  and 
Garrick  both  set  out  for  London,  in  17:J7 — Johnson  being  28, 
and  Garrick  20  years  old.  Thus  it  may  be  said  that  his 
unfortunate  attempts  with  Grammar  Schools  drove  him  to 
London,  where  he  was  soon  plunged  into  poverty;  as  it  is 
recorded  that  he  and  Richard  Savage  walked  round  Grosvenor- 
square  one  morning  until  four  o'clock^  with  fourpence  half-penny 
in  their  ftotenial  pockets  1 

After  Savage  left  London^  Johnson  wrote  Ids  poem  called 
''London/^  which  he  sold  to  Dodsley  for  ten  guineas;  but 
finding  his  resources  failing,  he  once  more  tried  his  old  unfor- 
tunate Grammar  School  passion.-  He  departed,  in  August, 

♦  This  school  had  hnt  55  scholars  in  it  in  the  year  1852 — although  the 
income  was  £1300,  with  eight  scholarships,  and  tWO  feUowships ;  to  which  are 
attached  four  UviogSi  worth  £3200  per  annum  I 
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1788,  for  Appleby,  in  Leicestershire,  &s  a  candidate  for  the 
Mastership  of  the  (irammar  School  there. 

The  statutes  required  that  the  person  chofcn  should  be 
a  Master  of  Arts:  Jukuison  not  being  one,  Lord  Guwer  wroto 
to  a  friend  in  Dublin  to  request  Dean  Swift,  to  confer  tins 
degree  on  him,  in  Dublin  University.  The  salary  attached 
to  this  mastership  was  only  sixty  pounds  a  jear«  All 
the  trustees  wished  to  have  Johnson  for  the  master^  and 
Lord  Gower  wrote  a  most  begging  letter  on  the  occasion, 
stating  that  the  Doctor  was  "starving  on  translating  for  book- 
sellers;" and  that  Johnson  would  come  to  Dublin  to  be 
examined;  and  repeating  twioe  in  the  letter  that  he  was  ''a 
|KXir  man/'  Swift  declined  to  meddle;  and  what  has  appeared 
strange  to  many  readers — Johnson's  disUketo  Swift — ^may  thus 
easily  be  accounted  for. 

Finding  all  his  school  enterprises  fail^  he  took  to  write  for 
Cave  again,  without  profession,  fiiend,  or  interest,  to  aid  him. 


THE  FREE  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL. 

This  School  is  supposed  to  have  been  founded  hy  Edward 
YI.  Ko  record  exists,  but  the  payment  from  the  Exchequer  of 
£5  198.  4d.  per  annum  to  the  master  (less  fees)  ,  und  £5  to  the 

usher,  would  lead  to  that  conclusion.  The  eailiest  feofiinent 
is  dated  27th  April,  I.'kST,  by  James  AV'estou  /acluiry  Babington 
and  others,  conveying  a  honso  then  used  as  a  scliool,  and  a 
garden  attached  for  tlie  purpose  of  a  Free  Grammar  Seliool. 
The  present  m  li  jolliou.^o  was  built  in  16P2,  at  tlie  joint  expense 
of  the  Corporation  and  the  Conduit  Lands  feoffees. 

The  revenues  of  the  Grammar  School  founded  by  Bishop 
Smythj  for  St.  John's  Hospital,  have  been  transferred  to  the 
Free  Grammar  School  (excepting  the  master's  salary). 

When  the  Charity  CommissionerB  visited  Lichfieldj  the 
incomes  of  the  two  masters  were  as  under : — 

HxAB  Mabiib.  £  s.  d. 

From  Exchpqiicr   5  ijj  4 

Corporation  (including  £3  Gs.  8d.,  from  Walker's  Grant  to  the  >       a  ^ 

Uuter  of  tCs  HoqpM   j  36  0  0 

Candnit  Lands  Trastoes   .«   85  0  0 


£75  19  4 
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s.  d. 

nomExdi€q!ifflr.o....                                                6  0  0 

ChMpontiaa  (mcbau^   10  0  0 

Conduit  Lands  Trustees                                                       10  0  0 

TlieMMtero£  StJolin'sHoqjitaL.                                    5  0  0 

£80  0  0 

of  il  6s.  8d.  each^  gmii  by  Desn  Wilkes  to  six 
liospital  sbholttTS,  are  also  paid  to  six  poor  boys  in  tbia  SchooL 
These  boys  are  appointed  by  the  bailifib  and  leoeive  their  edo- 
cation  gratis. 

There  has  been  some  discussion  in  the  Lichfield  Town 

Council  Chamber,  as  to  the  riglit  of  the  Corporation  to  elect  the 
h^d-mastcr,  instead  of  the  trustees.  The  arprunicnts  of  the 
corporation  are  cliieiiy  grounded  on  tlie  iacL  ihat  the  school- 
h!>tis(»  was  rebuilt  in  1692,  at  the  joint  expense  of  the  Corporation 
and  the  conduit  lands  feoffees;  and  as  an  elucidation  of  the 
dispute,  tho  following  report  of  one  of  the  Town  Council 
discossions  is  appended 

"Ud^  Tmm  Chmiea.^mmrM  ^  I860* 

<*THE  7KEE  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL. 
"Jfr.  Aldemum  Djott  said  the  rabjeofe  badheen  ao  often  hronght  before  the 
GoDndl  tibat  mmf  of  the  membera  knew  aa  mvcb  of  tiie  matter  as  himself;  but 

for  the  information  of  those  new  nierabera  wbo  were  not  present  at  the  ywnuos 
duGnaaiona  which  had  taken  pkce  on  the  qineation  dmaog  the  kal  seven  years, 
he  read  an  extract  from  the  report  of  tbe  Commiasioncrs  on  the  various  Clmritlcs 
in  Lichfield,  which,  respecting  the  Grammar  School,  the  conduit  lands  deed 
recites,  that  part  of  the  schcK)l-house  in  St.  John-street  had  been  lately  purchased 
by  the  feoffees  of  the  eonduit  lands;  and  that  likewise  the  feoffees  had 
bnilt  with  the  money  arising  out  of  the  eonduit  lands ;  and  that  it  had 
been  decided  by  the  late  feoffees  that  the  land  so  purchased,  and  that 
the  hooBe  ao  boilt,  together  with  tbe  spputeiaiices,  should  be  for  ever 
to  tbe  vae  of  the  Yt»  Sohool,  a  the  citgr  of  Lkhfield;  sod  forthe  habitft' 
tion  of  tbe  maater  thareof,  aftd  bia  saeoeaBota  for  efer«  aa  beiiig  s  oommoii 
beneilt  for  tbe  ctt^,  Othor  exfaraota  from  tbe  aame  report  -were  read  hj  Mr. 
I>yott,  relating  to  St.  John's  Hospital  School,  which  had  been  mooiponted  with, 
and  part  of  its  reTcnues  had  been  tranafenred  to,  the  Free  Grammar  School;  and 
'  also  to  Deuu  Walker's  Grant,  for  its  snjqport.  Tic  also  adverted  to  the  pnyment 
of  £10  19s,  'Id,  per  annnm  hy  the  Exchequer,  aiid  £13  per  nnntim  by  the  Corpora- 
tion (the  latter  being  £1  6s.  Sd.  each  to  six  poor  boys  of  the  Grammar  School, 
with  £3  G-s.  S(l.  to  tlie  master,  and  £1  13s.  4d.  to  the  usher  of  St.  John's 
Hospital  School;,  for  the  poipose  of  shewing  that  the  appointment  of  the  master^ 
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of  the  Grammar  School  belongs  to  the  Corporation,  and  not  to  the  Charity 
Trustees.    In  liringiixg  forward  the  questiou  he  (Mr.  Dyott),  said  lie  had  no 
interest  whatever;  but  he  had  two  ri'iisniis  lor  briuj,'ii)g  the  matter  before  them  at 
tbat  time.   Ouc  reason  was,  because  iu  couscqucuec  of  the  present  master  having 
Itecome  incapacitated,  another  master  (for  which  im{K)rtaut  office  it  was  said 
thaw  aw  36  cMidkbtai),  iwd  to  he  ajipomtod.  The  aeoondrewoniraiB^  that  tiwie 
aie  two  opinioiis  on  (be  matter,  aa  to  whether  UieCoiponrfioBhsTatliariB^tio 
■Upomt.  He  thonght  the  right  belonged  io  the  Goiponitiai,  aa  atated  by  Mr. 
Gceea,  and  not  to  the  Caiatil^  Tmateea,  aa  atatod  bjMr.  Oole.  The  School 
had  been  rebuilt  a  few  years  ago ;  and  in  performanoe  of  a  public  duty,  the  Cor- 
pOEration  ought  not  to  wipe  their  hands  of  the  trust,  but  make  the  School  what  it 
ought  to  bc~a  free  School.   In  order  that  divided  opinion  on  the  subject  might 
no  lont^T  exist,  he  moved  the  following  resolution: — 'That  it  wns  desirable  to 
se  ttle  the  iK>int— whether  the  appointment  (»f  the  master  of  the  Grammar  School 
is  ill  the  hancb  of  the  Coiuieil,  or  not ;  and  iis  the  t)ijiuion.s  of  tiie  two  Counsel 
had  upon  the  question,  in  1848,  do  not  agree,  the  Town  Clerk  be  directed  to 
submit  a  case  for  the  opinion  of  Sir  Uichard  Bcthell,  the  Solioitor-Gcneral, 
theieoa.'—lfr.  Tanner  aeoonded  the  motion.— AUL  Binh  thonght  the  Coanoil 
Terymnch  indebted  to  AUL  Pyott  Inr  bringing  the  qoeatkm forward;  bat  at  the 
aame  tune  he  might  aay  he  oonld  not  aee  that  theie  waa  anjdillbwDoe  of  opnicm 
between  the  two  gentleiiiea  who  had  given  their  opmionB  on  the  qiustiQ^  for  he 
really  thought  that  if  Mr.  Green  had  eonfined  himaelf  to  the  facta  of  the  case 
which  had  been  laid  before  him;  and  not  gone  out  of  his  way  by  aaanming  what 
did  not  exist,  he  would  have  come  to  the  aame  opinion  as  the  other  gentleman 
had  done.    ^fr.  Bireh  then  proceeded  to  read  a  portion  of  Mr.  Green's  opinion, 
to  illustrate  iii.s  rcmark.s— addinj;,  that  in  reference  to  the  E\ehe(iuer  payment 
not  beiu^  voliiutary— and  |)roving  that  it  was  not  voluntiry— that  40  years' grant 
had  been  recovered  from  the  (jovernment  at  one  time,  he  eonclued  by  moving 
au  amendment  that  no  opiuiuii  be  taken  on  the  subject. — Air.  Brassington 
aeoonded  the  amendment,  which  was  supported  by  Ifr.  Hoigan.— Mr.  Byott 
replied,  and  the  amendment  waa  earned  by  a  majority  of  lltoB.**StiSfbnMdv 
JdMrtuer,  Jan.  18, 1869. 

Tho  present  state  of  the  School  may  be  had  firom  the  follow- 
ing report  of  the  half-yearly  examinatiou,  in  J  une,  1 859. 

HALF-YEARLY  BEFORT. 

On  Friday,  the  17th  Jnne,  1659,  the  tmateea  of  thia  School  and  the  feolbea 
of  theLioUlehl  Condnit  Lan&  Tmet,  aawmUed  at  the  Sehool,  St.  John  Street, 
when  the  zcporta  of  the  enmineia  were  read  inthe  vreeenoe  of  the  LordBiahop 
of  liohfidd,  who  afterwatda  delivered  the  priiea.  The  following  report  ia  ikom 
T.  J.  YaiUant^  Zsq.,  B.A.of  iheUni?enitiea*of  Peria  and  Amiens 

"At  the  leqneetof  the  ler.  hand  maater,  I  hsre  examined  the  pnpla  of  the 
Xichidd  Gnmmar  School  in  the  FiteBohfamgnage;  anditia  nowmy  pleaaaiit 
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duty  to  boar  witnf'S.H  to  the  success  with  which  they  liavc  acq-nittcd  tlicniselvc3 
of  both  the  oriU  ami  the  written  examinations.  In  rc;ulin2:  iind  pionimciation  I 
foond  them  clear,  accurate,  and  pure ;  iii  tlie  knowledge  of  grammar  well 
grounded,  whether  tried  in  aocidenoe  ot  syntax;  in  tnnilalbn  from  Frendi  or 
English  equally  ready  md  troe.  Of  the  spokok  Fkenoh  I  out  any  but  little^ 
owing  to  the  shortness  of  the  time  devoted  by  me  to  the  inspection;  but  what 
little  I  heaid  was  ooifeot  and  idionuitic.  Coondering  how  short  the  studies  and 
how  few  the  opportunities  of  the  young  students,  I  am  happy  to  state  that,  in  my 
opinion,  their  state  of  pirafidency  reflects  the  greatest  eredit  upon  learners  and 
masters  alike ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  that,  should  it  be  my  privilege  to  e\nmino 
them  a^in  next  year,  1  shall  find  a  steady  and  great  improvrmcut,  of  which  the 
profrrcss  of  the  last  six  months  is  to  mc  a  sure  carnrst.  Of  the  drawing,  on 
which  I  have  also  b^n  called  upon  to  give  au  opiuion,  I  thiuk  it  almost  sutlicicnt 
to  leave  the  judgmeut  to  the  trustees  themselves,  from  the  speciuicus  wiiieh 
adorn  the  school-room.  All  will  agree  with  me  that  they  shew  how  well  the  ej9 
has  been  trained,  and  the  hand  brokeD,  in  both  studies  from  copies,  from  oaats^ 
and  from  natmral  olqecta.  The  free  hand  and  the  geometrical  deaigna,  the 
aketehea  also  from  plants,  flowers,  and  other  things,  exhibit  puxe  lines,  a  good 
notion  of  the  picturesque,  coupled  with  a  sound  understanding  snd  correet 
application  of  the  leading  prindplea  of  perspective.  All,  in  a  word,  arc  vciy 
praiseworthy,  and  would  bear  comparison  with  the  works  of  students  in  the 
Government  Schools  of  Art.  Tllnens  h:?-*  prevented  the  Rev.  Wm.  Drake  to 
present  to  you  the  lleport  of  the  Kxannnation  held  by  himself  in  classics,  mathe- 
matics, and  En«rlish.  On  referring  to  the  letter  in  whieh  he  announced  the  caiise 
of  his  abseuce  Iruui  this  meeting,  I  find  the  impressions  he  received  equally 
favourable  with  mine.  He  indeed  states  that  '  In  his  brief  exainiuatiou  uf  the 
elassea  in  the  Sehocd  he  quite  satisfied  Idmseif  that  the  boys  wore  beuig  well  and 
soundly  instructed  in  daasios  Hud  mathematics;  and  that  during  the  short  time 
tbe  rev.  head  master  has  been  at  Iiichfield,  he  must  have  hiboured  with  great 
energy  and  with  great  success  to  get  the  School  into  proper  working  Older.  Ho 
was  much  pleased  with  the  general  bearing  and  address  of  tlie  boys.'  A  fuller 
report  may  be  aent  in ;  but  into  whatever  details  it  should  enter,  it  cannot  leave 
a  better  unpression  tliau  the  few  words  I  have  extracted  from  his  letter." 
The  following  is  a  copy  of  Mr.  Drake's  repent. 

"  Gentlemen.— At  the  request  of  your  head  master,  I  lately  examined  the 
senior  ohissea  in  the  Grammar  Sdiocd,  at  lMiifiaid,astot]iBir  profioienoyinthe 
suhgecta  they  have  been  studying  for  the  last  six  months.  A  long  experience  as 
a  master  and  an  examiner  of  schools  warrant  me  in  saying  that  the  boys  whom  I 
examined  pave  evidence  of  liaving  been  carefully  taught  both  in  classics  and 
mathematics ;  the  Euclid  especially  being  well  done,  while  their  gentlemanly 
hearing  and  address  prove  to  me  that  the  discipline  of  the  Selmol  is  well  main- 
tained.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  fruits  of  Mr.  Knight's  exertions  to  raise  the 
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character  of  your  school,  will  become  luore  and  more  apparent  every  year.  At 
present  be  has  not  beeu  lontr  tMiougli  at  work  to  do  so  much  with  the  boys  as 
may  be  expected  after  aiujii.*  r  year  or  two. 

1  am  GeutlemcUj  your  obedient  servunt, 
WlLLXUC  IhUKS» 

"  Dmnity  "RiMnnwr  m  the  VtdmaAj  of  London. 
'**  Trinity  YioanBe^  June  17, 1869." 

Tbe  Bishop  in  presentm^^'  the  prises  ddiTorad  a  most  feelixig  uddress  to  the 
boys  of  the  sdiool,  and  Ugbly  complimented  the  head  master  (the  Bev.  J.  W. 
Xnight)  on  the  giatifying  reports  whidii  had  been  read,  and  the  apparent  efficieQcy 
oi  tbe  schooL  The  appeannoe  and  gentlemanly  bearing  of  the  boys  iras  perti- 
colariy  remarked  by  the  esaminers  and  trustees.  At  the  oondosion  of  the 
psroceedin^i;  the  trustees  were  entertained  by  the  head  master. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  prizes  awarded  according  to  classes  : — 

Ist.  Class— John  Wilson  TTill,  for  highest  number  of  marks ;  William 
Paclcwood  2nd.;  William  Dennis  Allen,  Greek;  Lewis  Walton,  extra  prize, 
having  been  promoted  from  the  2nd  class. 

2nd.  Class— William  Pridmore,  for  the  highest  number  of  marks ;  William 
Henry  Tanner,  2nd. 

3rd.  CbMs^JTohn  Bosh  Pamell,  for  the  highest  number  of  marks ;  Walter 
Budi,  9nd. 

4th.  Glass— AdamA.  Gordon,  fbr  the  highest  niunber  of  marks;  Herbert  F. 
W.  Kiduurdson*  2nd. 

5th.  Class— Fraderick  A.  Tibbets^  for  the  highest  number  of  marks ;  John 
L.  Comn,  2nd. 

Prizes  for  Drawincr. — The  fulloM  Ing  obtained  prizes  in  this  Class,  1st,  James 
Cresswell;  2nd,  Henry  Bireb  ;  3rd,  John  C.  Hollier;  4th,  Charles  A.  Uarrati; 
and  5tb,  Edward  Hodgkinson. 

List  of  prbsbnt  Tsustbss. 

The  Rev.  Trevor  Owen  Bnnies  Ployer,  of  Oldershaw; 

tlie  Rev.  John  Mnckleston^  the  Rev.  Thomae  Parr,  Thomas 

Rowley,  Esq.,  M.D.,  Mr.  Stephen  Brassington,  Mr.  Thomas 

Joliusoii,  Mr.  Samuel  Spoffortli,  Mr.  Joseph  Potter,  Mr.  Major 

Sutler  iJorgarj,  and  Mr.  ilalfurd  Wot  ton  Hewitt,  all  of  Lichfield. 

The  present  bead- master  receives  as  follows  : — 

^  «  s.  d. 

Krs.  Shcrratl's  Grant    25  0  0 

Ftom  the  Exchequer   5  18  0 

From  the  Corporation  *   3  6  8 

Bean  Walker's  Grant    1  13  4 

From  St.  John's  llospital   5  0  0 

From  Oondoit  Lands  Tknstoes   SO  0  0 

£90  IS  0 


945 


xinob's  mrausH  bchool. 


The  lioud-master  lives  rent  ftee.  There  arc  no  exhibi- 
ttons.  There  are  ore  about  hoerUy  day  boysi  fix  of  whom  are 
free;  the  others  paj  eight  guineas  per  annum.  The  six  free 
boys  actually  receive  £1  6b.  8d.  each  i  they  do  not  pay  anything 
at  school.  The  opinion  respecting  the  Grammar  School  is  ge- 
nerally favourable.  The  present  nsher^s  names  are  Messrs. 
Jones  and  Mitchell. 


MINOR'S  ENGLibii  bCJiUOL. 

This  School  was  founded  by  Thomas  Minors^  of  Lichfield, 

who,  in  Lis  will,  dated  3rd  July,  1677,  gav^e  a  messuage  and 
adjoining  appurtiiiiinces,  at  the  upptr  end  of  Bore-street,  for 
a  school-house,  wherein  30  poor  boys  shall  be  taught  to  read, 
until  capable  of  residing"  chapters  u  t  11  lu  the  bible."  These  boys 
were  to  be  taught  ficc  ;  :uul  sliould  be  the  sons  of  those  poor 
inhabitants  only,  who  \Nt  ru  not  able  "to  keep  their  children  at 
Lome  at  their  own  chai*go." 

He  idso  ordered  that  when  but  three  of  tlie  fcolfees  survived, 
four  more  should  be  elected  by  them ;  that  tLe  upper  rooms  be 
let,  and  tho  rent  be  devoted  to  the  repairs  of  the  school  room ; 
and  that  that  part  of  the  premises  on  the  left  hand  side  of  the 
entry  of  the  premises,  and  the  cellar  and  garden  should  be 
rent-free  to  the  use  of  the  schoolmaster. 

He  also  devised  four  doses  of  land  at  Lemondsley  (now 
three  field8)j-^the  rent  to  be  paid  to  the  schoolmaster  for  his 
salsiy;  and  he  added  as  follows 6s,  8d.  annually  for 
wine  and  cakes  for  the  Tkmtees,  on  Sunt  Thomas's  day^  when 
he  'intreated'  them  to  visit  the  School ;  and  should  l^ey  find 
the  schoolmaster  not  able  or  willing  to  do  his  duty  as  such,  they 
were  to  discharge  him,  and  elect  another :  this  Cs.  8d.  to  be  a 
rent-charge  on  his  then  dwell ing-liouse,  in  Sadler-street.  " 

Ho  also  gave  13s.  4d.  yearly  to  repair  the  schuul-house;  and 
6s.  S(L  yearly  for  coals,  to  be  used  for  the  scholars ;  and  for 
thoc  purposes  he  left  to  his  feoffoes  a  close  of  land  at  Mattacott 
lane — the  wLole  of  the  rent  to  bo  kept  for  these  two  purposes. 
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The  master  now  occnpiefl  the  whole  of  the  premises  as  a 
residence^  free  of  all  charge,  except  the  paving  and  lighting 
rate;  and  the  School  is  provided  with  ooala. 

Jesbok's  Gm  to  ths  Schooi.. 

William  Jesson,  by  will  18th  March,  1685,  gave  20s.  yearly 
for  bi bit's  fur  those  boys  "  whose  parents  should  not  he  able  to 
buy  them."  This  is  a  rent-charge  on  some  land  adjoining  the 
school-land,  at  Lemondsley ;  and  at  the  present  day,  when  a 
boy  leaves  the  Sc  huol,  he  liaf?  a  bible  given  to  him.  At  the 
same  time^  all  books  in  the  School  are  provided  free. 

Joan  Parker's  Gift. 

Joan  Parker^  by  will,  5th  November,  1 727,  gave  the  interest 
on  £20  per  annnm  to  increase  the  schoohnaster's  salary. 

Nswtok's  Giro. 

Andrew  Newton,  of  Lichfield,  by  will,  17th  January,  1801, 
gave  to  certain  tmstees,  ''for  the  fturtiier  support  of  the 
said  School,  at  their  discretion,"  the  dividends  of  £3,333  6s.  8d., 
tliJX'c  per  cent  consols,  upon  the  deiith  of  Mary  Wiseham. 

At  the  present  day  there  are  on  the  list  ;jO  free  boys  and  30 
that  pay  2d.  per  week  for  tlieir  education  and  1-  miIcs,  under  tho 
tuition  of  Mr.  S.  Biu<j"-,  who  is  assisted  by  students  from  the 
Diocesan  Training  College,  at  Lichlield.  The  attendance  of 
the  boys  averages  50. 

A  short  time  ago,  the  Trustees  adopted  an  8d.  charge,  in 
place  of  2d.  per  week ;  fafut  as  it  was  found  detrimental  to  the 
School,  it  was  reduced  again  to  the  2d. 

Tkbbkcx's  Cbabitt  vor  Eduoatioh. 
Humphrey  Terrick,  by  will,  7th  May,  1652,  gave  the  rents 
of  a  messuage  in  Tamworth-street,  for  the  purpose  of  ^'teaching 
poor  children  to  spell  and  read.'* 

A  messuage  built  upon  the  original  site  was  leased  on  the 
2  kh  .June,  1817,  to  V\^.  T.  Higgins,  for  iG  years,  at  a  }  eai  ly 
rent  of  £3.  The  old  house  having  gone  to  decay,  a  previous 
tenant  hfid  built  a  good  dwellincr-house  in  its  place — the  first 
lease  of  which,  Higgins  had  l)OUght,  and  relinquished  to  the 
Corporation  for  the  one  above-named.  It  is  said  that  when  the 
lease  is  out  it  will  let  for  £25  per  annum  at  leasts 
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There  is  alao  £200,  three  per  cent  confiola,  belonging  to  this 
Charity. 

A  few  childi*en  arc  sent  to  a  Subscription  Charity  School  in 
the  city ;  and  the  rent  and  dividends  aboYe-named  are  paid  in 
Gonsideratioii  of  their  being  taught  free. 


ABSTBACT  OF  OTHER  CHAEITIES. 

MixsTER  Charity. — £5  per  annum,  iutorest  on  €1<><)  (value 
of  materials  of  tho  Cathedral,  sold  during  the  civil  wars  of 
Char]f.«  T.),— 12  to  St.  Mary's,  308.  to  St.  Chad's,  and  30s.  to 
St.  Michael's — distributed  in  3d.  loaves,  on  St.  Thomas's  day. 

Nevilles  Chabitt. — In  1639,  John  Kevill  gave  £6  per 
annum,  out  of  the  rents  of  eight  houses  in  London — ^£3  to  the 
poor  of  Stow-street,  after  morning  service  at  Church,  in  bread; 
and  £3  among  the  poor  of  the  city,  indiscriminately. 

Dkakinjj'  Charity. — Francis  and  John  Deakin  gave  £1  each, 
out  of  the  rent  of  lands — IDs.  for  a  semiou  at  St.  Mary's  ;  and 
IUk.  iu  (3d.  loaves  to  the  poor  housekeepers  of  the  city,  on  the 
Wednesday  after  Ash-Wednesday. 

Humphrey  Mvddock's  Charity. — ^Humphrey  Maddock,  in 
1586,  gave  13s.  4d.  per  annum  to  the  poorest  liousc'liolders  in 
the  city — ^to  be  distributed  on  Good  Friday.  This  has  since 
increased  to  £8,  and  is  distributed  in  smsll  sums,  as  ordered. 

Bttdd's  Chabitt. — Margaret  Budd,  1627,  gave  24s.  an- 
nnally — to  be  given  to  12  poor  widows  on  Gbod  Friday  and 
Christmas-eve. 

Hawkes's  Ciiakity. — ^William  Ilawkes,  by  will,  1681,  gave 
68.  8d.  each  for  two  sermons,  to  be  preached  iu  Si.  Mary's — 
one  on  Care  Sunday  (that  before  Palm),  and  the  other  on  Palm 
Sunday;  also  the  remainder  of  tlie  lent  of  a  piece  of  land,  near 
Guesthngham,  to  the  poor  attending  sueh  sermons,  at  the  north 
door  of  St.  Mary's,  after  service ;  also  the  interest  of  £40  for 
the  poor  of  the  city.  The  last  has  been  lost;  but  the  land 
produces  £8  per  annum. 
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BiDDrLpB^s  Chabities. — Simon  Biddulph^  in  1632^  left  50a* 
on  Good  Friday^  and  508,  on  Cliristmas-evej  to  the  poor  of 
Lichfield^  charged  on  a  farm  at  Hammerwich. 

Mrs.  Bilkks's  Charity. — Mrs.  Dilkes^  in  1673^  gave  lOs. 
per  annum — to  be  be  given  on  Lady-day^  to  30  honest  poor 
widows ;  and  also  5s.  per  annum  towards  repainng  St.  Mary's 
Charcli. 

Hintok's  Chabitt. — Eoger  Hinton^  in  1684^  gave :  Ist, — 
tbe  rent  of  the  piece  of  land^  called  Colt  Croft;  and  two  pieces 
called  Bentidoles,  for  poor  householders  in  Bnrton  and  Ricker- 

scote.  2nd — 158.  per  annum  to  the  poor  of  Stafford  Green. 
tJrd — £12  per  anuiim  to  the  poor  of  Lichiiuld;  and  £5  per 
annum,  in  addition,  for  the  same  purposes.  In  1 820^  the  sum 
distributed  amounted  to  £25  13s. 

Mocbley's  Chakity.- — Samuel  Moiisloy,  in  1733,  gave  €100 
for  the  use  of  the  poor  ;  and  a  variety  of  house  and  landed  pro- 
perties. In  1776,  these  properties  wi  re  surveyed  for  about  40 
acres;  and  the  rentals  in  1821  were  £220  48.  6d.  There  is  also 
the  interest  of  £150  (£5).  From  these  amonnts  there  are 
paid: — 

£  s.  d. 


Yicar'8  Choral  (rent)   2  10  4 

Master  of  St.  John's  Hoflpital   17  8 

Burgage  Bent   0  10 

King's  Rent    0  3  4 

Ck)llector's  Salary    2  10  0 


The  Dispensary  receives  £5  as  a  subscription  and  the 
remainder  is  given  in  smns  of  from  10s.  to  408.  to  the  poor. 

Waxbfikld's  Cbabitt. — Bichard  Wskefieldj  in  1783^  gave 
to  poor  housekeepers^  who  did  not  receive  alms  or  parish  pay, 
all  the  rents  of  his  properties;  oat  of  which  the  constables, 
chorchwardens,  and  overseers  were  to  receive  for  distributing^ 
30s.  for  an  entertainment,  and  10s.  for  keeping  the  accounts. 
In  1821,  the  total  number  of  acres  was  48;  and  the  rents 
amounted  to  £197  Bs.,  subject  to  outgoings  £tl  lis.-— distri- 
buted on  Michaelmas-day,  in  sums  of  58.  to  208. 

Ashmole's  Charity. — Elias  Ashrnole  gave  £2  per  annum 
(interest  on  £00),  for  20  pour  women,  a*>  per  Corporation  books. 
There  is  no  will  existing. 
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Robinson's  Chakitt. — ^Luke  Bobinscm  gave  by  will,  1764, 
£300 — ^the  interest  to  be  given  to  the  poor  inhabitants  of  Lich- 
field, on  Ghristmas-eTe.  Una  has  inereased  to  £650  in  the 
three  per  cents. 

Tatlob's  CoAxm, — Mrs.  Taylor  gare  ISs.  (rent  of  three 
acres.  Lower  Boley)— to  be  distribnted  at  Christmas,  to  the 
poor  of  Lichfield. 

Thk  Di:x\  AND  CHAi'TjiK's  GiFT. — The  Dean  and  Chapter 
glvo  £13,  and  tlio  Sacrist  £3  annually,  in  bread  and  money 
to  the  poor,  out  of  their  revenues. 

Kbwtoh's  Chabitt.— Andrew  Newton  gave  by  wiU,  in  1798, 
£20,000,  three  per  cent  consolidated  annuities  for  the  relief  and 
support  of  widows  and  nnnsarried  daughters  of  Clergymen  of 
ihe  Established  Church— £3000  to  be  laid  out  in  land  and 
habitationB.  AH  recipients  to  be  50  years  of  age  and  upwards. 
No  one  to  receive  more  than  £40  per  ami. ;  and  tiiose  related  to 
members  of  Lichfield  Cathedral  to  be  preferred — next  to  those, 
members  of  the  same  diocese;  but  none  to  be  admiLied  who 
had  £30  per  annum  income  of  their  own.  He  ji] tpi  inted  four 
trustees,  but  tlu-y  were  to  be  subject  to  tlie  control  ol'  tlie  Dean 
and  Chapter  uf  Licldield.  This  donor  also  ^avp  by  his  will, 
£21,289  14f?.,  reduced  annuities,  for  the  like  purpr^ses,  to  whieli 
£12U0  (accunmlations),  were  afterwards  added.  The  premises, 
Mrhen  first  erected,  had  apartments  for  10  persons;  but  only  10 
pensioners,  with  £35  per  annum,  were  admitted.  In  160-1, 
they  were  increased  to  12,  and  the  pension  to  £40 ;  but  poon 
after,  buildings  for  four  more  were  erected,  and  20  admitted. 
In  1813,  the  pensions  were  advanced  to  £50 ;  and  when  any 
pensioner  dies,  the  half  year's  pay  is  given  to  the  representfr* 
tives.  The  average  incidental  expenses  are  about  £150  per 
annum.  The  accounts  are  audited  every  Cfanatmas. 

The  trustees  did  wrong  in  giving  £50  instead  of  £40  to  each 
person,  as  ordered  by  the  founder.  Thus  4  persons  enjoy  the 
pension  that  5  should  have;  and  tiie  benefit  ii  the  foundation 
is  curtailed. 

Simpson's  Cuakity. — Mrs.  Phoebe  Simpson  gave,  in  1807j 
£400,Kavy  6  per  cents — to  be  given  to  the  poor  of  St.  Mary's, 
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St.  Chad's^  and  St.  MichaeFs,  and  the  Hospital  of  St.  Jolin^  in 

four  tH|vial  pai'ts,  yearly. 

Dawes's  Charity. — 20s.  pnM  by  Lord  Anson's  agent^ 
equally  between  St.  Maiy'a  and  St.  Cliad's^  for  the  poor^  at 
Lady-day,  annuaUy. 

CiiKi WYND  AND  Pll'mer's  Charity. — ^Walter  Chetwyud  and 
Richard  Plumer  gave,  in  1730,  £200  to  the  poor  of  St.  Chad's, 
and  £200  to  the  poor  of  St.  Michael's^  tho  interest  thereof 
(beinrr  laid  out  in  land),  to  bo  g-iven  tu  L'ood  pnrposen.  This 
has  been  done  in  a])prc'ntice.sliip  fees,  and  small  gifts  to  the 
poor — £16  ds.  per  annum,  to  each  parish. 

Alunoton's  Ghabity. — Jolin  Allingrton,  in  the  reign  of 
James  T.,  gave  £3  per  annam  (rent-charge  on  land  called  the 
Shaws,  in  the  parish  of  Longdon] ;  and  £1  per  annum  (rent- 
charge  on  a  house  in  Boar-street,  Lichfield) ;  in  weekly  bread 
to  the  poor  of  St.  Mary's. 

Edge's  Charity. — Richard  Edge  gave  in  1773,  the  sum  of 
£30,  the  interest  to  be  given  in  twopenny  white  loaves,  on 
Christmas  Bve,  or  the  day  before,  to  the  poor  of  St.  Mary's. 

An  imknown  benefactor's  gift  amounted  in  1785  to 
£61  6s.  6d.,  in  the  Lichfield  Bank ;  and  the  interest  (£2  2s.),  is 
given  yearly  to  20  poor  widows. 

UiTiNu'ti  Charity. — John  Uttiug  gave  iuthe  ISthof  James  T., 
the  rent  of  a  house  and  garden  in  Boar-street,  for  repairing 
the  Church  of  St.  Mary.  In  1822,  the  house  was  worth  from 
£20  to  £25  per  annum. 

Church  ItAum  of  St.  Micbabl. — ^Tbis  Charity,  amounting 
to  about  £125  per  annum,  is  devoted  to  the  repairs,  and  other 
purposes,  of  St.  Michael's. 

Bailey's  Cilvrity. — Elizabeili  Bailey,  in  1735,  gave  tho 
rent  of  a  meadow,  in  Potter's  (ireoD,  Abbots  Bromley,  to  be 
divided  between  the  poor  of  St.  Michael's  and  the  poor  of 
Newton.    The  rent  is  about  £5  per  annum. 

Ghsinwoo]>'b  Charitt. — Gregory  (xreenwood  gave  (date 
nuknovm),  £1  per  annum,  out  of  the  rent  of  a  house  in  Lom- 
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bard-street — to  be  distributed  hj  the  GkaTchwardena  to  tbe 

poor  of  St.  Michael's. 

Turnpenny's  Chaktty. — Mr.  Tunipoiiiiy  (date  imlmown), 
gave  (is.  8d.  (rent-charge  on  land  in  kSmitlilicld),  for  bread  to 
be  given  to  the  poor  of  Bacon-street,  on  iJoIy  Xhursdaj. 

Jackson's  Ghabitt. — Thomas  Jackson  gave  (about  1809), 
68.  8d.  per  annum  (rent-charge  on  a  house  in  Stowe-street),  to 
the  Minister  of  St.  Chad's  Church,  for  preaching  a  sermon 
therein  on  Whit  or  Trinity  Sunday. 

Simpson's  Chahity. — Alice  Simpson  crave,  in  1 69 G,  a  yearly 
gift  of  10s.  to  five  poor  widows  in  Stow o  street,  and  five  in 
Bacon-street,  on  St.  Thomas's-day.    To  be  paid  by  the  minis-  . 
ters,  wardens,  and  overseers  of  Stowe. 

CoLLiKs's  Chabitt. — George  Collins,  in  1637,  gave  ten 
acres  of  land  called  the  Well  Crof)»,  and  Well  Croft's  Moor, 
in  the  lordship  of  Pipe,  to  provide  yearly  four  new  gowns  to 
four  poor  women,  at  the  hands  of  the  Corporation — the  cost  of 
the  gowns  not  to  be  less  than  £3. 

IM  vTiiEWs's  Chatjttt.— Humphrey  Mathews,  in  1045,  p^ave 
two  acres  of  land  called  Acre  Yard,  two  acres  of  land  called 
Whisich,  and  two  acres  of  land  called  Dovehouse  Field.  The  Cor- 
poration are  the  Trustees.  208.  for  two  sermons,  the  first  to  bo 
preached  on  the  first  Sunday  in  every  year,  at  St.  Mary's 
Church;  the  second  on  the  Sunday  after  Easter,  at  St.  Chad's 
Church-^both  by  the  vicar  of  St.  Mary's.  28.  to  the  bailiif  or 
mayor,  and  the  balance  to  be  laid  out  in  waistcoats  or  gowns 
for  the  poor  widows — ^to  be  given  away  annually  on  St. 
Thomas's-day .  The  whole  of  the  rents  shoold  be  laid  out,  aflter 
paying  for  the  sermon  preaching,  in  the  purchase  of  gowns  for 
poor  widows,  as  far  as  it  will  go ;  it  is  now  about  £25. 

Finney's  Charity. — William  Finney,  about  1684,  sfave  by 
will  to  the  l)ailiff  and  magistrates  of  Lichfield,  £120,  which  was 
devoted  to  purchasing  63  acres  of  land,  to  give  to  22  poor  men 
and  10  poor  widows  of  the  city,  three  weeks  after  Michaelmas, 
a  load  of  coals  and  Is.  each,  on  Christmas-eve ;  and  a  cloth 
gown  yearly,  marked  on  the  sleeves    W.  F."   Also,  capes  to 
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the  22  men,  and  money  of  equal  value  to  the  widows  ;  and  £3 
per  anDiim  to  the  trustees  for  their  trouble — his  own  relations 
and  members  of  the  Church  of  Knglaud  to  bo  preferred.  In 
1820,  the  iucoine  of  this  Charity  amounted  to  £222  ICs.,  and  in 
the  year  pi*eceding  as  many  as  116  men  and  53  widows  were 
relieyed. 


AUDLEY. 


Awm,  or  Alditlielej,  is  five  miles  from  NewcasUe-imder-LTme. 
It  contains  about  5,000  inbabitaDits,  and  8,000  acres  of  land, 
divided  into  seven  townships*  The  vicarage  is  held  bjr  Uie 
Bev.  G.  P.  Wilbiaham,  with  an  income  of  between  £500  and 
£600. 

The  Free  School  wa^  founded  by  the  Rev.  Edward  Vernon, 
in  the  9th  James  I.,  by  an  endowment  of  £120 ;  and  William 
Johnson  also  gave  £100  for  the  "  maintenance  of  a  Free  Gram- 
mar School,  and  a  sutticient  learned  and  godly  schoolmaster  to 
teach  and  train  up  young  men  a/i(i  chiidren  in  knowledge 
and  learning"/' 

In  1619,  a  school-house,  which  had  been  erected  by  the 
parishioners  and  inhabitants  in  the  churchyard  of  Audley,  was 
conveyed  (with  tlie  consent  of  the  ordinary,  patron,  and  incum- 
bent), with  a  right  of  way  thereto  through  the  churchyard,  to 
the  tmstees  for  the  use  of  the  scholars. 

In  addition  to  the  above  endowment  funds,  the  following 


bequests  were  sabseqnently  made : — 

£  a.  d. 

John  Stonier  „,  t«..<.*>                         60  0  0 

Thomas  Lovatt                                                                    50  0  0 

John  Middleton                                                                60  0  0 

Doiotiij  Smith                                                             6  0  0 

Thomas  Twiss                                                                          2  10  0 

Lwiyfiellot                                                          100  0  0 
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The  whole  of  these  bequests,  except  Lady  Bellot's,  have  been 
laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  lands,  and  the  rents,  with  £4  interest 
anmun  for  the  last  named  £100,  are  paid  to  the  school* 
master.  Lady  Bellot  left  her  legacy  on  the  following  con- 
ditions : — That  eight  children  (at  the  most),  of  the  tenants  of 
her  estates  at  Wolstanton  shoold  be  tanght  to  read  English,  or 
else  four  to  be  taught  grammar — such  children  to  be  nominated 
by  the  Vicar  of  Andley,  and  by  RobeH;  Berks  and  his  sacces- 
sors;  bat  the  schoolmaster  was  to  receive  the  interest  of  the 
£100  whether  sach  children  were  sent  or  not.  ■ 

A  parchment  copy  of  the  orders,  by  E.  Vernon,  the  founder, 
ordains  that  two  proctors  be  chosen  by  the  feoffees,  to  oversee 
all  things  concerning  the  school  and  master ;  and  should  the 
master  misconduct  himself  or  neglcjct  Lis  scholars,  thai  tlicy 
should  give  iiiiu  ii  quarter's  notice  to  quit;  also  that  they 
should  let  the  lands,  receive  the  rents,  and  pay  tlie  master. 

That  when  the  feoffees  were  rcMlnced  to  three  ur  four,  they 
were  to  elect  a  number  to  make  tliem  17  in  the  whole,  of  tho 
same  generation  aiul  pi-ogeny     as  were  then  put  iu  trust. 

Tliat  the  schoolmaster  should  freely  teach  all  the  children 
inhabiting  within  the  parish  of  Audley,  and  tlie  children  of  them 
that  were  bom  in  the  parish,  and  not  elsewhere — wiihotti 
receiving  any  money  or  moneys  worth. 

That  all  other  scholars  coming  from  any  other  place  were  to 
agree  with  the  schoolmaster,  or  else  not  to  come  there ;  and  to 
pay  at  their  entrance  sixpence  towards  the  upholding  of  tho  said 
school-house. 

At  the  time  of  tiie  Charity  Commissioners'  visit,  in  1824,  the 
lands,  rents,  and  legacy  were  as  follows 


£  s.  d. 

Two  houses  and  37  acres  of  land  at  Tean  ,  ,  ,        67  0  0 

Land  at  Knatton  (14  acres)   40  0  0 

Meadow  at  Raveushall  (Ll  Sa.  If.)   3  18  Q 

Land  at  Eardley  end    6  10  0 

Bellofa  lega«j   ,  J  4  0  0 


£120  8  0 

Axidley  is  an  out-of-the-way,  quiet  place,  and  on  my  visit  I 
found  the  School  was  just  roc  cu  e  ring  from  a  violent  bloodletting, 
performed  by  the  doctura  of  the  Court  of  Chanceiy. 
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It  S66TIIS  tbilt  hv  an  uidciiture,  dated  25tli  of  Marcli,  1830, 
tliat  the  Tean  lauds,  Sic,  were  exchanged  for  other  lands 
sitnated  at  Wynbrook,  with  the  consent  of  the  Bishop  of 
Lichfield. 

In  July,  1835^  an  information  was  filed  against  the  Trustees, 
by  the  Attorney-General,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the 
proportions  in  which  the  income  of  the  Charily  was  distribu- 
table  between  the  School  and  the  poor  of  the  parish ;  and  for  a 
Bdieme  for  the  fntnre  government  of  the  School*  In  that  year 
a  decree  was  made,  referring  it  to  the  master  to  make  enqniries 
and  take  actjounts. 

WhocTer  instituted  this  snit  could  not  be  aware  that  the 
only  miztare  of  school  and  poor  properties  was  in  the  benefac- 
tion of  Thomas  Twiss,  who  simply  ordered  one  moiety  of  the 
land  rents,  purchased  with  his  gift  of  £5,  to  bo  paid  to  the 
School — or  else  tliej  wanted  the  School  to  bo  cari  ied  away  from 
the  doDor's  inteDtions,  and  made  subservient  to  tlio  interests  of 
ctluT  parties.  The  latter  most  jirobably — as  the  new  scheme  is 
so  ojiposed  to  tlio  founder's  intentions  and  orders ;  "and  at  the 
same  time,  as  a  matter  of  course,  it  is  palpably  injurious  to  the 
parishioners. 

The  decree  of  1835  slumbered  and  slept  until  1851,  when  a 
new  solicitor  was  employed,  and  instructed  to  recover  posses- 
sion of  the  title  deeds  of  the  charity  from  the  former  solicitor, 
and  to  bring  the  proceedings  to  a  speedy  conclusion. 

In  December,  1851,  the  master  made  his  report  in  answer 
to  the  enqniries  directed  by  the  decree,  and  the  cause  was  set 
down  to  be  heard  for  further  directions. 

By  the  order  made  on  the  hearing  of  the  canse  for  further 
directions,  in  February,  1852,  the  legal  estate  of  portions  of  the 
diarity  property  (which  was  outstanding  in  the  heir-at-law  of  a 
deceased  trustee)  was  vested  in  new  trustees,  and  conveyances 
were  directed  to  be  executed  for  vesting  the  other  portions  of 
the  property  in  such  trustees;  the  order  also  directed  the 
Master  in  Chancery  to  settle  a  scheme. 

The  property  was  accordingly  conveyed  by  two  indentures, 
dated  the  12th  of  October,  1852^  which  indentures  were  duly 
enrolled  in  Chanceiy. 
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The  Master  made  his  report  approving  of  a  scheme,  on  the 
9th  of  Auo;ust^  1852,  and  the  cause  was  again  set  down  for 
hearing ;  and  cm  tlio  22nd  of  November  the  scheme  was 
at  last  approved  ot,  and  directed  to  be  carried  xjxto  effect. 

The  Trustees  at  this  date  were  as  follows 

L.  Annitstead,  Esq.,  of  Cranage;  the  Right  Honourable  Hungerford  Baron 
Greve,  of  Crcwc  Hall ;  RiJph  Sneyd,  Esq.,  of  Keel  Hall ;  Charies  Wickstead, 
Esq.,  of  ShakenLurst,  in  the  county  of  Worcester  ;  Sir  Thomas  F.  F.  Boughey, 
Bart.,  of  Aqualate  Hall ;  F.  Txrcmlow,  Esq.,  of  Betley  Court ;  J.  E.  Hcathcote, 
Esq.,  of  Apedale  Hall ;  Smith  Child,  Esq.,  of  Rownall  Hall;  R.  VVilbraham, 
Esq.,  of  Rhode  Ileatli ;  K.  P.  Wood,  Esq.,  of  BisnallEnd;  the  Rev.  C.  P. 
Wilbrahaiii,  Yicar  of  Audley;  the  Rev.  G.  A.  Moore,  the  Rev.  "\V.  II.  Jackson, 
Thomas  F.  Twemlow,  Esq.,  John  Booth,  Esq.,  John  Hihlitch,  Esq.,  ^Ir.  J. 
Hudson,  Mr.  W.  Kabotham,  and  the  Her.  G.  A.  Tryon. 

The  Schenie  (ipproved  of  by  the  Court  of  Chancery  (the 
approbation  uf  the  inhabitants  never  being  considered),  embra- 
ces as  follows  : — 

"  The  Trustees  (Vicar  inclusive)  to  be  niuete^:  when  reduced  to  dght,  the 
number  to  be  tilled  up  by  a  new  election. 

**  The  accounts  to  be  made  up  and  audited  every  first  Thursday  in  March. 

**  Two  half-yearly  meetings  to  be  held,  in  March  and  September  (first  Thura- 
dBj8)--fiTe  Tmateea  to  fom  a  qaoram. 

"A  Clerk  to  be  appointed,  and  to  be  paid  not  more  tiian  £10  per  ammm. 

"Boys  to  be  admitted  without  regard  to  their  parcnta'  fdigbns  denominatioaa^ 
and  to  be  taught  the  rudiments  of  Latin,  if  desired  by  parents. 

"Boja,  if  «iz  years  of  age,  to  be  admitted— end  to  pay  not  exceeding  6d.  per 
week. 

"  Tlie  nia-stcr  to  be  a  mnmber  of  the  Church  of  "FffigVTii^,  and  Ma  salary  not  to 
be  less  than  £60,  nor  more  than  £10C)  per  annum. 

**  The  Trustees  may  appoint  assistant  teacher  or  teachers. 

**  The  Vicar  to  supcriuteud  the  religious  instruction  of  the  boys,  but  any 
parent  may  object,  in  writing,  to  the  iostruction  of  any  of  his  sons  in  the  Church 
eatediism. 

'*  The  Master  may  be  penaioiifid  after  90  yens' doly^  sfc  not  ex^ 

*'Thai  all  expensea  of  the  School  Ibing  and  deaniog  ahaU  be  provided  out  of 

the  School  funds. 

*'  Holidays  not  to  exceed  one  month  at  Midsummer  and  Christmas. 

*'  Examinations  to  be  held  half.year]y,  and  prioes,  not  exoeeding  £5  eadi 

examination,  to  be  a-warded. 

"  That  the  School  may  be  sold,  and  another  built,  if  advantageous  to  the 
School. 
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"Tliatif  the  Comnuttee  of  Privy  Goimcil  make  a  gtant  to  tbe  Behooil,  to  enet 
new  premises,  the  School  diall  be  open  to  Goremment  inspectkm. 

"Thet  the  Tnistoes  of  tbe  Andley  Chanties  may  grant  not  exceeding  £20  per 
aminm  towards  educating  girb  ami  young  boys  in  the  National  School;  and  also 
may  grant  not  exoe^ing  t20  per  annum  in  i  lof  hing,  fad,  bread,  or  gifts."  (The 
Scheme  docs  not  say  to  whom  tliis  last  £20  ia  to  be  given.) 

Mr.  S.  Bate,  of  Springfi(  Id,  near  Newcastle,  is  Clerk  to  the 
Trust.  The  Rev.  Thomas  Darbey  is  Master^  at  a  salary  of  801, 
per  annum,  without  a  residence.  There  are  about  sixteen  boya 
in  the  school^  who  pay  6d.  a-week  each^  and  buy  their  own 
books.  The  gross  annaal  income  is  about  177^  In  past  times 
there  were  from  forty  to  fifty  boys  in  the  school^  bat  the  6d,  charge 
has  reduced  them  to  fifteen  or  sixteen. 

The  school  seems  in  complete  confusion :  the  Vicar  is  dis- 
gusted^ the  Haster  is  dissatisfied,  and  the  inhabitants  are 
annoyed  at  the  alterations  ordered  by  the  new  scheme,  by  which 
no  one  is  benefitted,  and  the  parishioners  have  to  pay  268.  per 
annum,  with  an  income  of  about  177/.  available  for  the  educa- 
tiuii  of  their  children,  i.e.,  more  than  10/.  per  annum  for  each. 


ABSTRACT  OF  CHARITIES. 

Luff's  Ghaeitt. — 1682,  William  Lunt  gaye  interest  of  £62, 
for  12  penny  loaves  every  Sunday,  fori  2  poor  people  of  Andley. 

]Mii)i)LKToK*8  Charity. — 1691,  John  Middleton  p^ave  interest 
of  £o2,  fur  the  like  purpose;  ako  £2.0  (interest  of)  to  buy 
clothes  for  the  aged  and  indigent. 

Vernon's  Charity. — 1711,  Thomas  Vernon  f^ave  £80^  to  be 
laid  out  in  Lnids,  in  addition  to  his  great -ci^rand father's  gift  of 
408.  per  annum,  lialf  to  the  schoolmaster  and  half  to  the  poor. 

Bouohey's  Chabity. — 1711,  George  Boughey  gave  interest 
of  £50,  for  teaching  poor  boys. 

Steel's  Charity. — Rev.  Richard  Steel  gave  interest  of  £10^ 
for  the  Master  of  the  free  School. 

Pool's  Charity. — 1714,  Daniel  Pool  gave  interest  of  £50, 
for  teaching  the  children  of  really  poor  people^  to  resd,  write, 
and  learn  the  catechism. 

Bourne's  CHARiTY.-^ohn  Bourne  gave  interest  of  £10,  for 
the  poor. 
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Cradock's  Charity. — John  Cradock,  of  Betley,  gave  £31, 
and  his  aant,  Ann  Vernon,  gare  £30,  to  be  added  to  the  fore- 
going Charities. 

Total  of  the  above  Charities,  £885,  was  laid  out  in  land,  &c., 
consisting  of  a  workhouse  and  28  acres  of  land.  About  £500 
has  been  laid  out  in  improving  the  buildings. 

Ukwin'b  CsAfiitY. — 1641,  John  Unwin  gave  £20  each,  to 
Talk,  Park  End,  Knowle  End,  Halmer  End,  Eardley  End,  and 
Bignall  End.  To  be  leuL  tu  two  youug  beginneiis,  iu  sums  of 
£10  each,  in  each  place. 

Abnet's  Charity. — 1(528,  William  Abnet  gave  IBs.  a  year 
to  1)0  laid  out.  in  4d.  loaves,  and  inA'pn  on  (lood  l^ridays 
annually  to  tbe  poor  of  Audley,  TJcilcv,  Keelc,  ami  WolsLauion. 

DirKEN's  Charity. — 1771,  Mary  Dicken  gave  129.  pernmium 
to  Audley,  aud  8s,  per  annum  to  Talk,  to  be  laid  out  in  4d. 
loaves,  and  given  away  on  Christmas  Day. 

YiOQABs's  AND  Twiss's  Chabity. — Johu  Viggars  and  Thos. 
Twiss,  gave  6s.  wortli  of  bread  per  annum,  on  St.  Jolm's  Day, 
to  the  poor  of  Audley,  Habner,  Knowle,  and  Bignall  Ends. 

Bouohey's  Charity. — 1788,  George  Boughey  left  £25  per 
annum,  to  be  distributed  in  sums  of  not  less  than  2s.  6d.,  nor 
more  than  408.,  to  deserving  objects  of  charity. 

Several  diarities  have  been  lost  to  this  parish. 

TALK-ON-THE-HILL. 

Brown's  Charity. — 1761,  John  Brown,  of  Newcastle,  and 
Bichard  Edensor,  of  Congleton,  gave  £100,  to  be  laid  out  inland, 
to  pay  the  produce  to  the  Schoolmaster  of  Talk,  for  teaching  25 
poor  children,  of  that  hamlet,  to  read  English,  and  to  pay  for 
their  books. 

Totj.et's  Charity. — Mr.  ToUet,  of  Betley,  gave  land,  and  a 
School-house  was  built  on  it,  by  RubscriptioTi^  in  1760. 

TiFNT^s  Charity. — 1752,  William  Lunlaud  oilu  is  g-avo  £G0, 
tlic*  interest  to  bo  laid  out  in  bread,  to  be  gnven  every  Sunday, 
at  Talk  Chapel,  to  the  poor.  Thi.s  produres  £S  18s.  per  annum, 
and  8s.  is  given  away  (the  gift  of  Mrs.  Dickens)  every  Christmas 
Day,  in  sixpenny  loayes,  to  the  poor. 
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This  Town  was  fonncrly  a  boroiigli,  had  a  market,  aud  was 
noted  for  the  manufacture  of  course  and  fine  narrow  woollen 
clotli,  which  is  now  displaced  In*  iron  t'oi-j^cs  and  screw  wurks. 
The  Hyde  works  adjacent  are  said  to  be  the  first  rolling  and 
splitting  mill  erected  in  England,  being  established  by  a  per- 
son of  the  name  of  Brindley,  who  went  to  Qermany  purposely 
to  acquire  the  requisite  knowledge. 

The  parish  contains  9000  ncros,  and  upwards  of  2000  inha> 
bitants.  The  words  "Kin-Vaur,"  signify  in  the  Saxon,  "Great 
ridgOj"  or  "  edge/'  which  here  exists.  On  its  south  side 
are  the  remains  of  an  encampment,  800  yards  long  and  200 
broad.  Jnst  below  the  camp  is  a  tumulus,  in  the  centre  of  a 
ditch,  supposed  to  be  the  burial-pkce  of  a  Celtic  warrior ;  and 
near  it  is  a  large  stone  of  square  form^  two  yards  high  and  four 
in  circumference,  conical,  and  having  two  notches  on  the  sum- 
mit :  it  is  called  Bolslone.  On  the  north  side  of  the  hill  is  a 
singular  cavern,  called  Meg-o-fox-hole. 

Stourton  Castle,  within  two  miles  of  Kinver,  is  the  birth- 
place of  Cardinal  Pole  (1500).  He  was  archbishop  of  Canter- 
bury, and  yyii9,  (whilst  an  exile  in  Italy)  twice  elected  to  the 
Papal  chair,  which  he  declined  in  both  instances. 


THE  FREE  SCHOOL. 

The  origin  of  this  School  cannot  be  discovered  ;  but  the 
earliest  document  apj)ertaniing  to  it  is  a  lease,  dated  22nd  of 
October,  13th  of  Elizabeth,  granted  by  the    co-feoilees  of 


Digitized  by  Google 


110 


KINVBB  PBBl  GRiUf  AB*  SCHOOL 


certain  lands  and  liouscs  to  the  maintenance  of  the  School  at 
Kyiuer^''  of  a  houses  garden^  and  close,  belonging  to  the 
School. 

Ekdowhsnts. 

WiUiam  Vynsent  gave  for  the  nse  and  towards  the  salary  of 
the  schoohnasteri  a  cottage  and  meadow  near  Gospel  Ash^  in 
the  parish  of  Einver. 

Roger  Jestin,  in  the  2nd  of  James  I,,  gave  to  the  Grammar 
School  (J'tiiKj  free  for  ihr  linruihwv^rs  nnd  inhahifants  of 
Kinver),  tli  >  nts  of  a  house,  an  orchard,  and  a  piece  of  land, 
in  the  borough  of  Kinver. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing — ,but  the  names  of  the  givers 
are  not  known — , there  were  in  1 685,  the  schoolmaster's  house,  a 
garden,  orchard,  and  close,  and  the  school-house  i  also,  eight 
other  cottages  and  gardens,  and  several  other  pieces  of  land,  in 
different  parts  of  the  parish,  the  rents  whereof  were  to  be 
devoted  to  .the  repairs  of  the  School,  and  the  support  of  the 
master  and  usher. 

in  a  conveyance,  dated  7th  June,  179G,  the  meadows  of 
Dunsley  are  mentioned  as  having  been  partly  appropriated  to 
the  Staffordshire  and  Worcestershire  Canal;  and  iu  that  con- 
veyance an  addition  is  mentioned,  of  a  piece  of  land  near  the 
Gravel -i)it,  on  the  common,  and  a  piec^'  upon  Dunsley  Common. 
These,  it  is  stated,  were  set  out  in  place  of  the  land  made  use 
of  by  the  Canal  Company ;  and  in  another  conveyance,  dated 
16th  February,  1813,  these  last-named  two  properties  were 
excshanged  with  Mrs.  Foley,  for  a  piece  measuring  11a.  28p., 
part  of  Great  CheckhiU  Common.  Vynsenf  s  land  at  Gospel 
Ash  is  now  undiscoverable.  The  Canal  Company  pay  £5  per 
annum,  for  the  land  taken  by  them. 

When  the  Commissioners  visited  Kinver,  the  School  income 
was  as  follows 

Rents  of  land  and  honsos  4&  103   6  3 

Annuity  charged  on  the  liiho*!  of  Kinver    6  13  4 

MuscLy's  iiimuily,  p;u(l  i».v  the  Leatlierseilorij' Company    2  13  4 

The  present  school-room  was  rebuilt  by  the  parish,  after  the 
death  of  Mr.  Fox,  a  previous  schoolmaster. 
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The  follow i  M  ir  is  the  stnioment  of  the  School  Trustees,  Slq,, 
for  the  year  ending  21Hli  September,  1858  : — 

TRrsTEES.— Earl  of  Stamford  and  Warrington,  Lord  Lyttelton,  J.  H.  H. 
Poloy,  Esq.,  M.P.,  \V.  O.  i  ostcr,  Esq.,  M.P.,  Joseph  Bcnnitf  ,  Esq.,  Joseph 
Brindley,  Esq.,  H.  J.  W.  11.  Foley,  Esq.,  M.P.,  John  Robins,  Esq.,  E.  T.. 
Gatacrc,  E?*q.,  "Williaiii  Trow,  Esci.,  Edward  Dixon,  jnnior,  Eiq.,  Captain 
Bennitt,  Beujajiiin  Litilewood,  Esq.,  Rev.  Gcorf^e  Whartou. 

Income  ?o&  Yzab.  £Kdin&  Sefiembeb  29«  IS5S. 

A.  E.  p.                                                                   £  a.  d. 

Rent  Charge  on  tithes  paid  by  the  Bill  of  Stamford  and  Weirillgton  6  13  4 

2   1  37.. -Land  at  Dunsk  y,  Her.  G.  Wharton,  tenant                     15   0  0 

6   2  24... Land  at  Kinver  Hill,  W.  O.  Foster,  Esq                        8  15  0 

1  0  20...Ditto,  Mi.  Woodyatt                                             9  0  0 

1ft  1 10...Laiid  andbonie  at  Stouton,  W.  Bennitt,  Esq  U  0  0 

0  1  6..»Hoaae  and  garden  ttt  Kkrer,  Ifr.  Taylor  15  0  0 

0  1  12...X)itto     ditto      ditto,     Kr.  Wdch.  16  0  0 

2  0  0... Canal  Company   5   0  0 

1  1  24... House  and  land  at  Kinver,  Wui.  Clissett   8   0  0 

0  1  18J  Eour  cottages  and  gardens,  bkett  and  others    25  0  0 

1  1  1...7i7e  ditto  ditto.    Booth  and  others  ti.  0  0 

0  0  30... Two  ditto  ditto,     Alton  and  another  10  0  0 

0  0  29... Two  ditto  ditto,     Walton  and  another   13   0  0 

0  1  15.  .. Three  ditto         ditto,     Hubbold  and  others   12  8  0 

5  0  0... Allotment  laud«  Trustees- of  Xinver  Allotments   17  17  0 

210  13  4 

Of  iheabove^  there  we  aneata  of  tent  unpaid  on  the  year  1858  of  £33  ISa.  6d. 

1S5S.  DiSBURSElfEVTS.  £   8.  d. 

Sept.  29..  .^riss  l,i(UUe,  half-year's  interest  on  £500    if  1  n  3 

„       rropcrty  tax   2  i'.t  oV 

^      Reeve  rent  „   0  4  0 

„      Repairs,  JL2  12s. ;  Tithe,  £3  15s. ;  Stamps,  £1  Os.  9d  ...  7  7  9 

Steward's  salary   5  0  0 

„     Head  Master  and  Usher   130  18  7i 

„     AnresESofient   33  13  0 

216  13  4 

Mr.  llowlauilJ^rice,  the  late  stevard,  at  the  tiincof  his  bankruptcy,  lirld  £]'J(I 
of  the  school  fuu^  upon  wliich  a  dividend  of  £19  has  been  received  :  probably 
no  fertb^  dividend  will  be  paid. 

"With  regard  to  the  Charities  of  Kinver,  adDiiuistered  by  the 
Leathersellers'  Company,  a  Scheme  was  settled  by  the  Court 
of  Chancery^  m  1846,  embracing  the  followinu^  ]>:irti(  ulars  : — 

"That  the  iiroptrties  bcqticathed  by  William  Mostlcy,  12th  June,  1027, 
shoold  be  let  for  the  best  teois,  without  fine  or  forgif t»  and  a  book  of  the 
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propcrlicb,  rcuu,  uud  dksbur&eiuiuiU  be  kept  by  tlmm,  uud  uuuie  up  yearly. 
Forty  jxurts  omt  of  the  dgbty-one  to  be  eeiried  to  the  diaiitr  iceoiml^  end  forty* 
one  parts  to  be  taken  by  the  Werdeiu  aad  Sode^  of  Leatheradlen. 

"  The  diariliy  forty  pezta  to  be  divided  thus  :~Tea  shillnigB'per  aiuuim  to  the 
oompany,  then  one  foiufth  of  renudnder  to  memtem  «  poor  aeiohr  at  Orfatd  or 
Cambridge  for  fice  yean  (Mc»eley's  km,  if  qneHfied,  to  have  the  preference)  ;* 
that  two  of  the  fourth  parts  (less  SQli.  po'  annum  to  the  company)  should  be  then 
divided  into  three  parts,  and  two  parts  of  these  tliree  should  be  given  to  a 
preacher,  to  preach  oucc  cTcry  Sunday  in  the  parish  chnrrh  of  Kinver;  and 
the  rfimaining  third  part  to  ihe  sehoolmaster  of  Kinvcr  i'rcc  School" 

In  respect  to  tiuB  benefaction,  the  Charity  Commissioners 
Bay  that  the  Company  pay  to  the  Minister  £5  Gs.  8d.,  and  to  the 
schoolmaster  £2  ISh.  4d.  per  annum,  total  £8  :  bat  no  account 
has  been  published  of  the  value  of  Moseley's  property  so  be- 
queathed^— ^it  is  merely  stated  that  he  beqneathed  £200,  in 
1617^  for  those  pnrposes;  but  doubtless  (it  being  in  land)  the 
£200  is  vastly  increased^  and  that  increase  may  be  improperly 
withheld  by  the  Company.  This  ought  to  be  ascertained  by 
the  trustees  of  the  school. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  it  appears  that  by  an  iucU  nture 

dated  24th  August,  1697,  divers  persons  had  left  to  the  ( liurch 

and  school  iL"^<i'>,  which  was  paid  to  John  Whorwood,  Eb(j.,  of 

Dunsley  Hall,  for  that  he  should  gi*ant  to  trustees,  to  be  paid 

by  them  annually, — 

To  the  Preacher   £  33   6  S 

To  the  Curate   10  0  0 

Aud  to  the  Schoolmaster   6  13  4 

This  £500  is  made  up  of  the  following  benefactions ; — 


£   8.  d. 

Thomas  Kcytlcy    80  0  0 

Edmd  Bate   90  0  0 

John  Jotdcn  (l$95)t    50  0  0 


13  4 


£  b.  d. 

Henry  Vincent   104  13  4 

Thomas  KeyUey   104  18  4 

Thos.  ft  Margaret  Jordoi...  104  13  i 

Edward  Pord   101  13  4 

JohnJordcu    SO  0  0 

Tb«  aboTe  for  the  Miniater. 

There  arc  also  on  the  Church  Tallies  two  Iti  iiefaetioTis  re- 
corded— £5  by  Thomas  Jordcn,  aud  £-J  Os.  bd.  by  Edwai'd 

*  The  Trustees  ahoold  get  this  reitored  to  Ihe  School*  if  poesible— 4he 

Leatherscllers'  Company  bears  a  notorioiu  name  for  niLsappropriations. 

t  TliiH  £.'0  p<»r  unuuin  5';  rluu-pt  d  on  a  furra  nt  Higli  riio\  e,  licloip^Ing  to  the 
Earl  of  Siumtord,  by  whom  it  \a  paid  to  the  mijuMter,  who  is  aUo  scUoolmafter. 
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Jorden,  "  to  the  use  of  our  school,  being  a  free  grammar  school." 
These  appear  to  be  gifts,  not  benefactions  in  perpetuity. 

Devoted  to  the  minister  alone,  there  is  the  rent  of  a  house 
at  Shadwell,  Middlesex,  and  also  of  three  small  tenements  at 
Kinver.   These  bring  in  upwards  of  £40  per  annum. 


OTHER  BENEFACTIONS. 

Jeston's  Charity. — Roger  Jeston,  1622,  £3  per  annum  to 
the  poor  of  iLe  lu\Mi,  uad  £2  to  the  poor  of  the  pai-ish  of 
Kinver.  This  benefaction  is  paid  by  the  Haberdashers'  Com- 
pany regularly. 

Jorden's  Chakity. — Edward  Jorden,  his  wife,  Eleanor,  and 
bis  sons,  William,  John,  and  Humphrey,  gave  £28^  in  1024, 
amongst  them,  with  which  the  latter  bought  a  house  and  lands 
in  Kinver.  The  rents  to  be  given  yearly  in  two  moieties  to  the 
poor  of  the  parish,  one  week  before  Chri  tmas,  and  one  week 
before  Easter. — This  property  consists  of  a  house,  garden,  and 
field,  at  Gallows  Tree  Elm,  and  now  lets  at  £13 10s.  per  annum. 

KsTaHTUST^s  Gbabitt. — ^Thomas  Kejghtlej  left  a  rent- 
charge  of  £5  on  his  land  called  Bam  Close,  near  Bromsgrove, 
to  be  given  on  St.  Thomas's  Day,  to  20  of  the  poorest  and 

oldest  people  in  the  town  and  parish  of  Kinver.  The  present 
owner  of  the  laiid  is  Mr.  B.  Brazier,  of  Bronisgrove. 

Ktmbekley's  CiiAKm'. — The  Kev.  Roger  Kiinberlcy,  minis- 
ter  and  schoolmaster  at  Kinver,  gave  in  l(jo9,  £50  ;  the  interest, 
50s.,  to  be  laid  out  in  bibles  and  catechisms,  to  be  distributed 
annually  to  poor  families.  The  land  is  called  Walloroffc,  and  was 
let  on  a  lease  of  3000  years  to  Humphrey  Bate,  in  1659. — This 
w  as  paid  up  to  1841,  but  since  the  sale  of  the  lease  to  Mr.  Bow- 
land  Price,  payment  has  been  suspended. 

Bird's  Chabitt. — ^Richard  Bird  of  Bunsley  (trustee  to  Bobt. 
Bird,  stationer,  of  London),  left  £50,  the  interest  to  be  deroted 
to  apprenticing  poor  boys.^This  had  been  for  some  time 
diverted  to  gifts  to  young  women  after  marriage,  contrary  to  the 
founder^ s  order,  but  had  accumulated  to  £054s.  7d.  on  1st  Jan. 


Digitized  by  Google 


]  14  KIKVEB  CHARITIES. 

1858,  in  the  care  of  the  Midland  Counties  Bank  at  Stonrbridge. 
This  should  bo  seen  to  by  the  trustees^  and  devoted  to  appien- 
ticeshipfees, 

Crosse's  Charity. — Longworth  Crosse  and  others  gave  £50 
for  teaching  poor  children  English  and  the  Church  catechism^ 
so  far  as  20s.  per  annum^  and  the  remainder  for  the  poor  of 
Kinver. — ^In  1819,  £24  Qs.  6d.  was  laid  oat  on  some  cottages, 
at  Whittmgton,  wherein  poor  persons  have  ever  smce  lived  rent 
free,  instead  of  the  rents  being  devoted  as  ordered  by  the 
fonnder. 

BBDmLBT's  Ohabitt. — Gfeorgc  Brindley,  in  1659,  left  20s., 
to  be  laid  out  in  shilling  loaves,  and  given  to  poor  widows,  or  • 

others,  jxtrishioners  of  Kinver,  on  Good  Friday  yearly. — This  ia 
piiid  yearly  by  the  owner  of  the  land  called  Burgage  Field,  and 
distributed  to  42  poor  persons  iu  siipenny  loaves. 

Grove's  Charity. — John  Grove,  in  1698,  gave  to  the  poor 
of  Kinver  the  interest  of  £20,  to  pay  for  20  shilling  loaves,  to  be 
given  to  20  poor  hmmkecpers,  on  the  Friday  before  I^Iid-lent 
Sunday. — This  property  is  lost.  The  last  person  that  nsed  to 
pay  it  was  Mr.  Grove,  of  Dnnsley* 

Cook's  CHARm-. — Johu  Cook  (about  1 770),  left  the  rent  of  a 
house  in  Stourton^  to  be  laid  out  in  bread  for  the  poor,  those 
of  Stourton  to  be  prefeiTed. — Thin  property  now  lets  for  13  188. 
per  ami.,  and  this  is  given  in  bread  to  poor  householders. 

Skbbioht's  CRABiTT.^Wijliam  Sebright,  in  1620,  left  a  gifb 
of  £3  Os.  8d.  to  provide  14*  penny  loaves  eveiy  Sunday  for  the 
poor,  and  6s.  8d.  to  pay  the  Clerk  for  his  trouble.  It  is  also 
stated  on  the  chnrch  table  that  he  left  £10  for  the  poor,  but  this 
is  lost. — ^The  Churchwardens  have  been  in  the  habit  of  paying 
this  to  a  baker  beforehand,  and  a  person  of  the  name  of  Dawes, 
in  1859,  becoming  bankrupt,  did  not  provide  the  bread,  al- 
though he  had  received  the  money. 

Combxb's  Chabitt.— Krs.  Margaret  Comber,  in  1777,  left 
the  interest  of  £50  to  be  paid  to  the  poor  of  the  parish.  This 
appears  not  to  have  been  secured,  and  on  the  death  of  the  late 
Mr.  T.  C.  Baybould  the  payment  was  disoontinned. 
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As  regards  all  the  Kinver  chanties  aboTe  recited^  the  Bev.  G. 
A^Tiarton,  vicar,  and  Mr.  1\  M.  Woodyatt,  charcli warden,  applied 
(by  consent  had  of  the  Charity  Commissdoners)  to  the  County 
Court  of  the  district^  at  Stourbridge^  for  an  order  appointing 
new  tmstees  (under  the  powers  of  the  Charitable  Tmst  Act,  of 
1853),  and  the  Board  of  Charily  CommisBioners  in  London  con- 
firmed the  same,  by  order  sealed  and  dated  8th  of  February, 
1859,  and  the  following  sdieme  (interolia,)  was  thereupon 
agreed  to  and  confirmed, 

"1st.  The  Incumbent  and  two  Ounebwaidens  to  be  tnutees,  ex  qgicio, 
"2nd.  Half'fenlr  meetings  to  be  held  on  Slst  Jms  and  Slsfc  DeesBtber» 

m  the  YestnT-ioom.  Inoanbent»  if  present,  or  senior  Wasdsn,  in  his  abssttoflb  to 

beehainnan. 

"3rd.  Two  Trustees  may  call  a  meetiag,  by  giringthe  other  Trostees  seven 

days*  notice,  specifying  objects. 

**  4th.  AJI  matters  to  be  decided  by  vote,  the  chairman  to  have  a  casting  vote. 

**  5th.  A  minute  book  to  be  kept,  and  all  proceedings  to  be  entered  therein. 

**  6th.  Annual  accounts  of  all  the  charities  and  disbursements  to  be  produced 
at  the  December  meeting,  and  sobnuited  to  the  first  vestry  meeting  held  tha:©- 
after,  and  audited  thereat. 

**7tk.  Public  notice  tu  be  given  by  the  Trustees  of  auy  lut lings  of  the  charity 
properties  three  weeks  previously  ;  no  leases  to  be  granted  in  reversion,  or  foe 
more  than  seven  years,  or  at  less  thsa  the  foil  laok  rent. 

"8th.  Fnsent  system  of  distribntingtiis  duHEilies  not  to  be  altexed. 

"9th.  Trostees  to  have  disocetionaiy  power  ss  to  snlnliriding  distribntions 
where  there  BI6  joint  ocdeiB  of  bcoe&ctois. 

"  loth.  Any  parishioner  may,  by  paying  a  (aroper  soni,  and  at  a  propor  tune^ 
have  n  copy  of  the  new  scheme. 

"  11th,  All  doubts  or  (piestion.^  arising  amongst  the  Trustees  to  be  referred  tc^ 
the  Charity  Commifwionera,  and  their  opioiou  and  advice  to  be  ooadaaive." 


lu  1832,  when  the  Rev.  Geo.  Wharton  was  a])poiiited,  the 
income  of  the  school  was  about  £170;  and  from  the  improve- 
ment  of  the  propcrtie.s  it  reached,  in  1859,  1220  3s.  4d.  Out  of 
this  he  pays  yearly  MO  towards  the  liquidation  of  money  bor- 
xowed  towards  the  rebuilding,  and  £30  to  the  second  master ; 
repairs,  stownnVs  salary,  tithe  rents,  &c.,  in  1859,  £36  7s.  5d. ; 
bad  debts,  £d  12s. ;  leaving  the  head  master,  £108  3s.  lid. : 
to  which  must  be  added  the  head-money,  £44  2s.,  and  £rom  the 
LeatherseUers'  Goiupaiiy,  £39  18s.  4dv  makmg  his  income 
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£191  10s.  3(1,  The  second  master  rocoived  m  18")H,  hoad- 
monoy,  £20  5s.,  salaiy  £^0.  The  average  of  boys  during  X859, 
was  51  in  both  schools. 


KIN^T.Tl  FREE  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL. 
iNDENTrRP.  dated  \'M\i  June,  1085,  redtinjr,  that  William  Vyn<«-nl,  l:\te  of 
Ijomloii,  mercliaut,  iidveaturcr,  ami  Rog'er  Jcstoii,  and  divfrs  other>,  cU-wislicrs 
and  benefactors  to  the  parish  of  Kinfare,  had  given  divers  houses,  lauds  iiud  tene- 
ments, vnGi  the  appurtenanoeB,  for  md  towds  the  support  and  naktenaause  of 
a  idioohnaster  and  usher  at  Kmikre  aforessid ;  that  is  to  saj,  one  mewnage  or 
tenemeDt*  irith  tin  appaitenaiiees,  Bituate  in  KinJaie-hOl,  wheran  the  sehookaaster 
of  Kinfiuo  fof  the  tune  beiiigiiBiuiUy  dwdkth,  and  one  garden,  one  Ofchaid,  ono 
close,  and  one  house,  called  The  School,  situate  in  and  upon  the  said  close ;  one 
dose  a4ioimng  to  schoolhouse  field,  with  one  litt  le  meadow  thereto  bek>ngriug,  lying 
in  Kinfare  or  Kinfare-hill  aforesaid ;  two  parcels  of  land  and  one  meadow  lying  in 
Dunsley,  in  the  parish  of  Kinfare;  one  other  messuage  or  tenement,  situate  in 
Kinfarc-hill ;  and  one  garden  or  orrhard  to  the  same  belonging,  adjoinin!?  to  the 
churchyard  iu  Kinfare ;  one  meadow,  with  the  appurtenanees,  sitnatc  in  Stourtou, 
in  the  parish  of  Kinfare,  betwixt  the  brook  there,  culled  Trccsolc  I'.rook  on  the 
east  aide,  and  a  certain  waste  called  Checkhili,  on  the  west  side;  one  house,  with  the 
iq^pttrteiianeea,  m  Kmitte-hill  afozesaid,  with  garden  and  baokaide  to  tin  same 
bdonging,  adjoining  to  the  land  of  Join  Hope;  one  oottage  or  tenemept,  with 
one  garden  thereto  belonging  in  Kinfiue-hill,  near  the  sohoolniaater^s  boose ;  one 
other  measnage  or  tenementp  aitnate  in  Kinfue  or  KinfaieJuU,  and  two  gardens 
and  one  parcel  of  land,  called  the  badcaide,  to  the  aame  belonging ;  one  i^ihcr  cot- 
tage or  tenement,  and  one  garden,  and  one  parcel  of  land,  called  the  Backside^ 
with  their  appurtenances,  situate  in  Kinfare  aforesaid,  near  the  upper  end  of  the 
fn\vi\ ;  o!if  other  cottage  or  tenement  and  ^den,  and  one  backside  to  the  same 
beloiigiug,  with  their  appurtenances,  situate  in  Kinfare  aforesaid,  at  or  near  the 
upper  end  of  the  said  town,  and  extending  in  length  to  the  river  Stonr :  one  other 
cottage  or  teuemeut,  with  one  garden,  one  orchard,  and  one  close  to  the  same  be- 
longing, with  the  apportenanoes,  situate  in  Kinfare  aforesaid,  at  the  lower  end  of 
the  aaid  town,  near  ])«ne*fooKd;  oneparoelof  land  lying  near  Gosveli  Ash,  other- 
wise Qoapel  Aah,  whereon  fomeriy  stood  a  cottage ;  one  burgage,  messuage,  or 
tenemeut^  one  ourtelage,  one  garden,  one  ordiard,  one  dose  of  ground,  with  the 
appurtenances,  situate  in  Kinfare  aforesaid,  betwixt  the  lane  leacUngto  Burgage 
field  and  Burgage  Field  on  the  west  side,  and  the  land  of  John  Conyers,  Esq.  on 
the  east  side;  of  which  said  honses,  tenements,  and  hereditaments,  with  their 
appurtenances,  Thomas  Longmore  was  the  only  surviving  fcolTee  in  the  last 
feoffment,  wldch  was  renewed  the  IGth  April,  lG3(i :  And  the  indenture  witnessed, 
tiuvt  the  aaid  Thomas  Longmore,  the  said  surviving  leofbe,  panted  and  enfeoffed 
to  John  Gray  and  others,  their  hdrs  and  assigns,  all  the  said  hous^  lands  and 
tcnementa,  with  their  appurfeenattoea,  to  tiie  intent  as  stated  in  the  Eeport. 
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RENTAL  OF  THB  PEOFIRTY  BELOKGINO  TO  THE  FBEE 

SCHOOL  AT  KINYER. 


A  iii«5<«8uagc,  two  i^irdeii^,  iit  one  of^ 
which  'ttiuiN  th't  ^cbool-room,  and  a  \ 
clo««  of  laiid  contain ingaboat  ou  acre  J 

Aeottagtttild  flwden  nMrthe  dniceli| 

A  <  ottago  Mid  gttd«D  a^ioinlDt  UmT 


cox 

above. 


k  eotto^  and  gardao  M  the  bottom  of  | 

Ujf  ditircL  Li  11  1 

A  cottage  And  gardea  ftt  the  upper  end  1 
Of  iha  towB  of  KluEVor  J 

A  hoaac,  gordeo,  and  timber-yard  at  I 
the  npp«r  port  of  the  town  J 

A  honse,  ((arden.  ittnt  nl)ont  ^  acre  of] 


I.mtl  in  the  rpiiti*'  of  town 
A  house  and  garden  in  KinTcr 

Ditto  and  ditto   


icra  oi  I 


A  faomOt  bam,  and  other  buildings, 
flaidoD.  and  «roA  bobind  the  aome, 
to  KittTor.  

A.    K.  P. 

0 

S8 


0 
3 
I 


Grmval  Pit  Piece,  eoatainiitf  5 

Danafav  field   4 

lleadow  by  the  Narlgiitioii  9 

A  Held  oil  the  )>aiik  of  tlio  canal,  con-1 
taiuing  about  two  acres,  now  uaed  aa  f 
ft  ttnbor>7aid  J 

A  field  on  KinTor  Hill,  containing  \ 
about  an  acre  .....) 

Allotment  from  Checkhill  Odnunon,  > 
containing  11a.  and  iHr  J 

Comp«'nsation  for  land  taken  for  thel 
purposes  of  the  canal,  out  of  the  [ 
cIos«  now  tenanted  by  Young   ) 

'Four  new  cottageR,  with  gardens  nt  the 
lower  end  of  tbe  town,  anyoining  to 
each  other,  latoly  areoted,  not  yet 


I 


Aumiiiy  to  the  sclioolmaster,  charged) 
OD  the  tithe  of  kinrer  .....) 

Ditto  lirooi  ih«  btnoiurtlfln  of  WilUani ) 
ICaodn  $ 


d. 

■  • 

0 

9  19 

0 

«  0 

0 

4  4 

0 

6  6 

0 

5  0 

0 

4  16 

0 

4  l» 

0 

D*atription^  Prtmitet  in  the 


49  0  0 


19  0  0 


1  10  0 


6  12  0 


5  0  0 


100  10 

0 

6  13 

4 

2  13 

4 
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A  nioMina«?e,  ganieo,  orchard,  close,  iu 
which  kinds  the  aobool,  and  ft  amall 

Uieiidow 


i 

{A  measnage,  garden  or  orchard,  atUoio> 


ingttae  chorah 


A  cottage  and  gorden  on  Kinver  hill, 

ni'fir  I  lie  ^7cboul-ho^so 

A  cottage,  garden,  and  iMUikaide,  near 
the  upper  and  or  the  town 

A  house  in  Kinver,  with  0ahlea  and 

I  backsitle 

{A  messuage  iji  Kinver,  or  Kinver  hOl, 
w-ith  two  pardf-'ns  ami  a  bric'Ksi  U' 

I  A  cottage  or  tenement,  with  garden  and 
j    i»irk»ide»neftr  the  upper  endof  tibo 

\  tuwii 

1 The  burgage  tenement,  cartelnge.  gnr. 
den,  oraoard,  and  oloae,  giTen  by  K. 
JealMi 


IAUoioient  flrom  Ktowr  commont  (aw 
Indenture  of  7th  Jane,  in  the 
Beport) 
Two  pareels  of  land  and  meadow  In 
Donaley,  (three  parcels  acronlfng  to 
Indenture  of  7th  June,  17%) 

Clooe  a^lntngthe  aehool^onao  Held 

I  (See  Indenture,  lOth  Fotoliary,I313,ln 
I  tiie  Beport) 


(  Cottage,  with  garden,  orchardandOloBe 
\  at  tlie  lower  end  of  the  town,  near 
\  DanoPoord 


The  following  documents  and  communications,  received  from 
Mr.  Jeason,  clerk  to  the  Staffordshire  and  Worcestershire  Canal 
Comimiij,  are  also  copied  from  the  Charity  Conumssioners' 

Q 
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Beport.  They  relate  to  a  sale  of  school  laud  for  the  purposes 
of  the  company, 

"  Wolverliamptoii.  Nov.  7tiL  1820. 

•'Sir, 

"I  bsrenuMte  every  aeudi  in  1117  power  for  dooomeBts  rdatiTe  toUie  aohool 
land  at  Kinver,  and  at  the  last  oommittee  btought  aU  the  booka  whidi  I  thought 
oonld  throw  any  light  upon  the  solitjeot  before  them.  Tba  reeuU  of  the  enquirjr 
isnotflOBatiafaototyaaleoiildwiah.  I  cannot  find  the  oonttact  mado  with  tha 
trustees  of  Eiaver  school  in  1768,  for  the  land  taken  for  the  canal  and  towing^ 
path ;  but  in  a  contract  for  land,  taken  very  near  to  it  (and  that  land  occupied  aa  a 
garden),  the  price  for  the  purcluusn  of  tlic  uhsolutc  fee  simple  was  £/i5  per  acre. 
1  find  a  rcceii)t  given  by  Mr.  Fox  in  the  year  1779,  for  the  annual  rent  of  £5  per 
annum,  lor  land  taken  by  the  Staffordshire  and  Worcestershire  Canal  Company, 
(not  saying  for  canal  and  towing  path) ;  thikt  ia  the  only  document  I  can  find 
rebtive  to  the  business. 

"  I  am,  Sir,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

"JOHN  JESSON." 


M 

«1 


Wolrechampton,  Jsow.  23rd,  1820. 

'Sir, 

"  Herewith  I  send  yon  John  Bntfarey'a  depoaitiona  aigned  him,  (No.  1.) ;  I 
aend  yon  alao  a  oopy  of  the  aeoonnt  befeweega  tiie  Company  and  Mr.  Hos,  from 

our  ledger  (No.  2.) ;  and  Mr.  Fox's  letter  to  "Mi.  Ferry,  the  treasnrar  at  that  timc^ 
anueied  to  it  in  the  book,  and  dated  7f  h  October,  1779  (No.  3.),  wherein  yon 
will  observe  he  mentions  the  awurd  of  the  referees,  and  requests  the  sum  awarded 

by  them,  and  arrears,  to  be  sent ;  and  on  the:  2iid  Xovcmber  following,  it  appears 
his  request  was  complied  with,  ami  the  rent  andaU  arrears  paid.  1  send  you  also 
a  copy  of  his  receipt,  upon  the  payment  oi"  tiic  money  (No.  4.) ;  1  have  agaiu  exa- 
mined the  admeasuremeTit  of  tlic  eaual  jind  towiu?  path  marked  in  our  plan,  and 
taken  from  the  t»choui  iuua,  and  tlnd  it  1a.  2a.  and  iuilf  a  perch. 

*'  I  mnain.  Sir,  your  voy  obedient  servant, 
 I^JOHN  JESSON." 

No.  1. 

John  Buttrcy,  of  the  Hyde,  in  the  parish  of  Kinver,  in  the  comity  of  Staflbxi^ 
examined  the  22nd  day  of  November,  1B20,  dcposeth  and  aaith. 

That  he  has  been  an  inhabitaui  of  the  parish  of  Kinver  upwards  of  58yeaia; 
that  he  was  ciuj)loyed  by  the  Statlbrdshirc  and  Worresterslilrc  Canal  Company  to 
get  stone,  to  be  used  for  canal  purposes  before  tlie  canal  was  made;  reniciubers 
the  cauid  being  cut  through  the  parish  of  Kinver;  part  of  the  land  throu-^h  which 
it  waa  cut  belonged  to  the  trustees  of  Kiuver  school;  (troni  below  the  meadow 
called  the  Faddoek,  where  the  late  Mr.  Bamett  bmlt  a  house,  to  the  road  leading 
horn.  Kmver  to  Dmaley),  one  part  of  the  land  waa  upland,  another  part  meadow. 
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tad  the  oilier  part  was  bog^  land ;  beUsFes  that  the  land  taken  hy  the  Company 

iras  not  paid  for  at  the  tune  the  canal  ma  Cat ;  knows  that  when  the  canal  was 
made,  the  land  between  it  and  the  meadows,  on  the  towing  path  side  of  it  was  cut 
eff  from  the  other  scliool  land  by  the  lino  of  the  canal,  ?;th1  separated  from  it ; 
that  the  tenant  at  tliat  time,  Richard  15rooko,  a  Imtcher  at  KinTcr,  claimed  'an 
allowance  for  the  laml  cutoff  by  the  can;d,  and  taken  l)y  the  Company  ;  tliat  Mr. 
Fox,  the  head  master  of  the  school,  re<[uiretl  the  recompenee  to  be  mjide  to  hiiu- 
»cLf  ;ii  Ludlord;  has  froquciitly  bccu  informed  by  Mr.  ioi  said  Richard  Brooke, 
that  applications  weie  from  time  to  time  made  to  Mr.  Jesson,  the  clerk  to  the 
Company^  for  payment  of  a  leoampence ;  that  Hr.  Jesaon  contunied  to  iritikhold 
payment  to  either  parfyj  tiU  it  ooold  be  aetUed  irhieh  of  them  was  entitled  to  it; 
liaa  abo  been  infoimed  by  them  that  the  matter  ma  then  refened  to  a  Mr. 
Whittfngham  and  Mr.  Gtove ;  and  they  awarded  the  compensation  for  the  land 
cat  off  from  the  other  school  land,  and  for  the  canal  and  towing  path,  and  taken 
by  the  Company,  to  be  paid  to  Mr.  Pox  the  landlord,  and  not  to  t)ie  tenant ;  that 
they  further  awarded,  that  £3  per  annnm  should  be  the  sum  to  lie  paid  lor  it  by 
tlic  Coropany ;  that  the  land  iias  been  in  the  possession  of  the  proprietors,  and 
the  annual  rent  of  £5  \md  for  it ;  that  a  part  of  the  land,  for  whicli  the  recora- 
pcncc  was  awarded,  was  bojrcr}'  land  ;  that  the  proprietors  were  about  convert 
it  into  an  oiier  bed,  but  louiui  it  would  not  answer  the  puriJOsc,  without  con- 
aidenfale  expense  and  trouble ;  that  they  then  let  it  to  one  Richard  Bnrford,  at  the 
rent  of  one  gnioea  a-year,  who  haa  fenced  it  finnn  the  towing  path,  and  improred 
it  at  his  own  expense;  haa  looked  it  over  since  he  waa  at  Wolverhampton,  and 
thinks  the  quantity  bntfittiemoie  than  oaeciiiaiter  of  an  acre;  that  no  other  part 
of  the  knd  cut  off  by  the  oanal  (except  that  in  Borford'a  possession),  haa  ever 
been  fenced  from  it;  supposes  the  land  in  -NFrs.  Murray's  occui>ation,  may  be  about 
one  quarter  of  an  acre ;  still  thuiks  thru]  land,  when  the  canal  waa  co^  would  not 
let  at  more  than  1^,  and  the  meadow  land  at  abont  24b.  or  35s.  per  acre^ 


No.  2. 

Dr.  John  Fox  of  Kmfare  school.         Per  contra.  Cr. 

1778.  Jfe;  8.  d.  1779.  £  8.  d. 
May  4.  To  cash  on  aeeount)              Nov.  9.  By  twelve  years' an- 

of  land  taken fiP0mKinfBZe>  81  0  0       nual  rent,  at  15  per  annuni, 

achool   «  J  as  tixcd  by  the  referees,  viz. 

1779.  Thomas  Whittingham  and 
Ts'or.  2.  To  cash  in  full,  to )  oQ  *   ^       John   Clrovc,  to  29th  of 

the  29th  of  October,  1779  i^'*  ^  ^      October  kst  for  land  taken 

— —      for  8.  and  W .  canal,  firom 
GO  0  0      Xinver  school  hud   60  0  0 


No.  3. 

*'  Sir,  *'  Kuiiuce,  I  th  October,  1770. 

**  In  the  month  of  March  last,  Mr.  Baker*  (in  the  street  of  Wolverhampton) 
informed  me  that  my  afifdn  with  your  navigation  committee  were  settled,  and 

•  Mr.  Baker  was  the  clerk  of  the  works,  and  BuperinlendeU  cutting  the  cmaL 
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that  your  n^cni,  Mr.  "Fletcher,  would  call  on  mc  with  all  the  arroars,  &c.,  the 
refcrcts  having  lixcd  the  iiTinunl  rent  of  fire  pounds.  T  miist  hcs  h-nve  to  remind 
you  that  I  have  uot  yet  had  auy  remittance,  and  should  U-  glad  uj  know  whether 
1  shall  draw  for  my  arrears,  or  whether  your  agent  will  bring  them  to  me.  The 
aoooust »  as  Ibllows ;  yiz 

Twelve  jem  zcot,  at  £6  per  amuun,  99tli  msUnt  £00  0  0 

BMdTcdperMr.Iletalier.   81  0  0 

Ilciuuinsdue        £39  0  0 

'*  The  cash  at  this  time  will  be  particularly  acceptable.  I  hope  your  committee 
ivill  not  grudge  me  interest,  or  at  leaat  a  handaome  giatuty  for  waiting  ao  long 
as  the  aboTe>mentioiied  term. 

**  I  am  jour  hnmUe  aenrant» 
To  Mr,  Pency.***  JOHK  FOX. 


Dr. 

177S. 

May  1.  To  cash  on  aoooimt... 

1779. 

Nov.  2.  To  ditto,  in  fuin 
bolanoe  to  89tb  matanti 


No.  4. 
Be?.  John  "Fot, 


Cr. 


£  a.  d. 
SI  0  0 

39  0  0 


1779.        Kinfaie.        £  a.  d. 

Nov.  2.  By  twelve  years'  m 
nual  rent,  at  £5  per  auauui, 
to  20th  October  1779,  for 
land  taken  for  S.  and  W. 
canal  from  Junfare  school- 
eO  0  0      land   60  0  0 

Beoeived,  8nd  November,  1779.  of  the  iiropnetora  of  8.  and  W.  oanal 

navigation,  per  hands  of  Thomaa  FteCcher,  the  contenta  in  fall  to  S9th  October, 

1779.  JOHN  FOX. 


Extract  from  a  ktter  received  from  Mr.  Johu  Rubiuson, 
one  of  Lbe  trustees  of  Kinver  School,  dated  the  3rd  December, 
1820  :— 

"  I  have  searched  all  the  late  Mr.  Fox'j>  ijapers  and  books  over,  but  rmmof 
find  the  award.  I  cannot  find  but  one  man  in  the  parish  tiiat  recollci.ts  any  timig 
of  the  dispnte  between  the  late  master  and  the  canal  company;  he  says,  he  is 
sure  that  the  waste  land  is  indnded  in  the  canal  and  towing  path;  he  leooUecta 
Mr.  Fox  tbreatenmg  the  company  to  let  the  water  out  if  they  did  not  allow  soroe- 
thiug  for  the  land  they  had  si)oiled ;  he  saya  it  was  left  to  arbitration;  he  believes 
it  was  left  to  Grove  and  Whittingham. " 


*  The  then  Treasurer. 
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CLENT. 


CiiSNT^  near  Haglcy^  contains  2365  acres  of  land^  and  about 
1000  inliabitants.  It  baa  recently  been  transferred  to  Worces- 
tershire. Most  of  tbe  holdings  are  copyhold^  and  snbject  to 
fines  and  heriots  :  therefore,  on  the  death  of  a  tenant,  the  lord 

claims  his  best  beast.  Ancient  writers  sny  that  Kin*]:  Kenelui 
was  murdered  here  (820),  by  order  of  his  sister,  wlio  wished  to 
pain  the  Mercian  crown.  In  this  she  was  disappointed,  as  the 
fcuujects  elected  her  uncle  Ceuulf.  In  Halesowen,  the  adjoining 
parish,  there  is  a  cliapcl,  which  bears  the  younn;  viciiui's  name; 
and  lie  is  supposed  to  have  been  buried  here^  as  he  was  mur- 
dered in  a  iieid  close  by,  called  Cowbach. 


AMPHL£TT'S  FEEE  SCHOOL. 

By  indenture,  dated  30th  Not.,  1704,  and  by  wDl  of  llth 
April,  1 705,  John  AmpUett  devoted  £200  for  the  purpose  of 
paying  a  fit  and  able  person  to  teach  an  English  school,  or  as 

far  as  the  rules  of  grammar  in  Latin, — that  was  to  say,  for  his 
maintenance  and  su])port,  for  teaching,  grounding,  and  well 
instructing  ijratis  in  the  English  tongue,  six  children  of  such  as 
were  poor  persons,  natives  of  the  parish  of  Clent, — but  not  till 
alter  the  death  of  donor's  wife. 

On  the  28th  August,  1749,  this  legacy  was  paid  by  the  trus- 
tees to  &ne  John  Field,  for  18  acres  of  land,  called  Crosshoid, 
in  the  nuuaor  of  Clent. 
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CLINT  CHASITnSB. 


Mrs.  Amphlett  and  the  tnistrcR  adopted  the  following  rules 
for  the  school,  in  June,  1744  : — That  the  scholars  should  be  real 
objects  of  charity,  and  living  in  the  parish,  their  parents  being 
parishioners  of  Clent ;  that  there  should  be  six  children  placed 
in  the  school  by  tlie  lieir  of  the  donor,  and  24  by  the  tmstees, 
but  only  one  out  of  each  family. 

At  the  present  date,  1859,  the  revenue  consists  of  £8  per 
annum,  and  the  master  has  a  rent-free  residence,  and  about 
balf  an  acre  of  land. 

Two  years  ago,  Hr.  John  Amphlett  enlarge  the  school,  at 
a  cost  of  £200;  and  Mr.  Waldron,  of  th^e  Fieldhouse,  Clent, 
left  the  interest  of  £500,  in  1797,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Sunday 
School,  on  condition  that  £10  per  annum  should  be  paid  there- 
out to  the  master  of  Amphlett's  School,  for  his  services  in  tlie 
Sunday  School. — This  £500  was  laid  out,  in  1802,  in  the  pur- 
chase of  £732  12s.  Three  per  cent.  Annuities.  The  dividends 
are  applied  to  the  use,  as  ])efore  stated,  of  the  master  of  the 
school,  in  the  l)oy'-  l  iiisks,  and  other  charitable  purpobeci. 

There  are  about  luO  boys  on  the  Day  School  books,  and  160 
on  the  Sunday  School  list.  The  day  boys  are  charged  from 
2d.  to  6d.  per  week,  according  to  the  rank  they  hold  in  the 
school. 


GENERAL  GHARmES. 

Cobdwek's  Ghabitt. — ^Hester  Gordwen,  in  1654,  left  a  piece 
of  land  called  the  Grove,  the  rents  to  be  given  for  the  benefit 
of  the  poor  of  the  parish.  This  is  distributed  in  bread,  in  the 
months  of  ^lay  aud  November. 

Maris's  Charity. — John  ^biris,  in  1712,  left  four  pieces  of 
land,  the  rents  thereof  to  be  distributed  to  the  poorest  inhabi- 
tants and  house-dwelkM's  of  Clent,  who  did  not  receive  weekly 
pay  otherwise,  to  be  yearly  ]iaid  at  the  school-house  on  24th 
June  and  29th  Septend)er.  Tliese  lands  contain  about  144a., 
aud  let  for  about  t  tO  per  annum. 

Taylor's  Charity. — William  Taylor,  in  1  loC),  left  the  inter- 
est of  £10,  to  be  laid  out  in  the  best  manner  by  his  trustees  for 
the  benefit  of  the  poor.  This  ten  shillings  is  given  away  on 
New  Year's  Day, 
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Sparby's  Charity. — John  Sparry  and  others  (1702  to  1760) 
gave  the  interest  of  the  respective  Bums  of  J&lOj  of  £b,  and  of 
£5,  altogether  £20,  to  be  laid  out  in  penny  or  tiropeimj  loATes 
of  bread  for  the  poor  on  St.  Thomas's  Day. 

Pejtn's  Charity. — Humphrey  Penn,  in  1610,  left  some  lands 
for  the  benefit  of  Cleat  church,  which  were  all  exchanged  in 
1807,  for  some  other  hoidsj  the  property  of  Mr.  John  Amphlett. 
The  acreage  amounts  to  301  dcres*  and  the  rents  to  about  £70 
per  annum. 

•Habsxs'b  Chabitt.— John  Harris^  of  Stourbridge^  in  1844« 
left  the  interest  of  £500,  to  be  distributed  in  warn  clothing 

among  the  poor  of  Clent. 


ENVILLE. 


Enytlle  or  ExviL  contains  4930  acres,  and  about  900  inliabitants. 
Enville  and  Lutley  manors  were  formerly  both  named  in  this 
parish,  and  the  latter  is  supposed  to  have  formed  part  of  Kinver 
forest.  JjUTiUe  House  and  Hall  have  belonged  to  the  Stamford 
fiimily  for  more  than  270  years,  being  at  first  a  small  brick 
house,  built  by  Thomas  Grey,  whe  died  in  1578.  In  1759, 
Harry,  Earl  of  Stamford,  who  had  mairied  Lady  Maiy  Booths 
possessing  an  immense  fortune,  bought  the  surrounding  estates, 
and  laid  out  the  park,  but  at  that  date  he  had  not  disturbed  the 
old  house.  The  poet  Shenstone  designed  the  whole  of  the 
grounds  at  Enville,  wherein  stands  a  small  chapel  dedicated  to 
his  memory.  Recently,  Earl  Stamford  has  delighted  the  neigh- 
bourhood by  illuminating  hi.s  magnificent  grounds,  and  throw- 
ing them  open  to  all  alike.  At  the  present  date  lio  has  com- 
menced training  a  stud  of  the  best  racers  in  the  kingdom.  His 
name  is  esteemed  far  and  wide,  and  in  liis  own  neighbourhood 
his  tenants  and  neighbours  delight  to  do  him  honour. 


• 
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THE  FItE£  SCHOOL. 

Edward  Grayenor,  in  1654^  left  £5  annuity  to  be  paid  by  the 
trnsteea  of  his  property  at  Swindon^  half-yearly,  at  Lady  day  and 

Michaelmas,  to  a  schoolmaster  at  Bnville,  who  shotdd  teach  six 
boys,  being  poor  meu's  children,  to  write  aud  read. 

Mr.  Edwin  Bennett,  appointed  in  1855,  is  the  master  of  the 
school,  teaching  the  six  poor  boys,  for  which  he  receives  the  £5 
per  annum  ;  he  has  a  rent-free  residence,  and  altogether  has 
thirty-OTJC  seliolars,  tlie  twcnty-fivo  being  paid  for  by  Earl 
kStamibrd.    The  parents  pay  for  their  books. 

TH£  GIRL'S  SCHOOL. 

Lady  Dorothy  Grey,  in  1756,  granted  two  yearly  annuities 
of  loU  aud  £20,  payable  on  the  feasts  of  St.  Michael  and  the 
Annunciation,  to  bu  dis])osed  of  thus  : — 50s.  for  rent  of  a  school 
and  its  repairs ;  the  reinaiiulor  for  the  mistress*  salary,  and  the 
clotliinn;',  maintaining,  and  cdneating  twelve  poor  girls  in  all 
things  to  fit  them  for  service;  the  sehool mistress  not  to  be  un- 
der 530  years  of  age,  unmarried,  and  of  the  Church  of  England. 
If  she  married,  a  new  mistress  to  be  np])ointed.  The  girl.s  and 
mistress  to  work  together,  and  the  profits  of  their  work  to  go 
towards  the  maintenance  of  the  school.  The  girls  not  to  be  ad- 
mitted when  under  five.  Or  over  seven  years  of  age,  and  not  to 
remain  at  school  after  seventeen.  The  children  of  £nville  to 
be  preferred.  The  number  of  twelve  to  be  increased  or  de- 
creased according  to  the  funds  of  the  school.  Each  one,  when 
leaving  the  school,  to  be  presented  with  a  Common  Prayer 
Book,  a  Whole  Bntj  of  Man,  and  Wilson  on  the  Sacraments, 
and  clothes  as  advisable. 

Harry,  Earl  of  Stamford,  in  1764,  left  £100  in  the  Four  per 
Gents,  in  aid  of  the  foregoing  benefaction. 

The  Rev.  Archdeacon  Evans,  of  Worcester  (1815),  paid 
£100  to  the  Earl,  wbicli  was  laid  out  in  bnyinrf  £174  os.  lOd. 
Three  per  Cents,  in  aid  of  foregoing  benefactions. 

George  Harry,  Earl  of  Stamford,  in  1803,  left  £500,  the 
interest  to  be  added  to  previous  benefactions  of  the  Girls' 
School. 
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All  these  were  again  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  £022  18s.  Id. 
Five  per  Cent.  Navy  AnaaitieSj  which  yield^  LadjDoroihy's 
benefaotioD^  the  yearly  sum  of  £101  28.  lOd. 


GENERAL  CHARITIES. 

Gbet's  Ch&bitt. — ^H.  Grey,  Esq.,  and  P.  Le&rgue,  left 
£100  and  £10^  which  was  laid  oat  in  limd  ooDtaiBing  7a.  8b.  27p., 
in  Rednall  End,  parish  of  King's  Norton,  in  1745.  Tho 
proceeds  of  the  first  Fum  to  tqiprcDtieeship  fees  for  two  poor 
boYS  of  Eiu-ille  yearly  ;  and  of  tko  latter  to  the  purcLiusu  of  tho 
W  bule  Duty  of         for  poor  communicants  of  the  snme  parish. 

Grey's  Charity. — H.  Grey,  in  1667,  left  56s.  per  annum 
for  the  ])oor  of  Envillej  to  be  given  away  on  the  Annunciation 
and  St.  MichaeFs-day. 

DicKBKS's  Charity. — Tomyns  DiM:  n^,  1 039,  left  tho  rent 
of  1 0  acres  of  laud,  c  all*  d  the  Hayes,  in  Enville — to  be  distri- 
bnted  six  days  before  Christmaaj  and  six  days  before  Easter. 

Waits's  Ghabitt.— Abigail  Watts,  1726,  left  £10,  the 
yearly  interest  to  be  given  to  two  |>oor  widows  by  the  Minister. 

Elcock's  CiLvuiiv.— Julm  Elcock,  about  1773,  left  £o,  tho 
interest  to  be  laid  out  in  bread  for  the  poor,  and  given  away  on 
Whit  Monday. 

Gravenoe^s  Charity. — Edward  Gravenor  left  £10,  the 
interest  whereof  was  to  be  drawn  from  tho  rent  of  his  house  at 
the  Hollies,  to  be  given  to  40  poor  people  in  threepences,  on 
St.  HichaelVday,  by  the  Overseers  and  Wardens. 

Thb  Earl  of  Stahfobd's  Charity. — ^The  Earl  of  Stamford, 
on  the  8th  of  April,  1807,  invested  £518  15s.  in  purchasing 
£833  Gs.  8d.  worth  of  bank  consols,  the  interest  thereof  to  be 
disposed  of  for  the  better  support  of  poor  men  and  women  of 
Enville,  especially  the  infirm  and  the  sick. 

Poor's  I^anb. — By  a  map,  made  about  1 765,  there  are  two 
parcels  of  land,  coutaiiiing  1a.  ok.  .j7p.,  let  under  a  lease  of  99 
years,  to  Earl  Stamford,  in  the  year  1745. 


Digitized  by  Google 


126 


BBEWOOD. 


Bbkwood  is  a  rery  ancient  town,  11  miles  from  Stafford;  iSba 
Honan  Wafcting-street  boimds  it  on  the  norlih.  Tbe  parish 
contains  12,000  acres,  and  about  8,600  inliabitants. 

King  Jolm  occasionally  resided  at  Brewood;  and  Bisbop 
Hurd,  of  Worcester,  was  a  HLholar  in  the  School  that  Doctor 
Johnson  apphed  to  be  usher  m. 

Ohillington  Hall^  the  seat  of  the  Giffard  family,  two  miles 
from  Brewoodj  was  erected  nnder  the  directions  of  Sir  John 
Soane ;  it  is  snrroonded  by  a  noble  park^  ornamented  with  a 
lake  of  100  acres.  The  Gifbrd  femilj  rendered  good  services 
to  Charles  11.  when  at  Boscobel,  Shropshire,  whidi  is  dose  to 
Cbillington. 


THE  FREE  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL. 

The  earliest  mention  of  this  bchool  is  in  a  bill  of  complaint, 
exhibited  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  in  the  4th  year  of  Chas.  I., 
by  Francis  Moore,  of  Brewood,  rigainst  Walter  Giffard  and 
ctlicr=;,  stating  that  there  was,  and  had  been,  a  school  of  learn- 
ing from  time  immemorial,  reputed  to  be  founded  by  Dr. 
Knightley,  who  had  conveyed  to  Sir  Thomas  Gifiard  lands  and 
booses  for  the  sole  use  of  the  school :  and  had  also  deposited  in 
his  hands  diyers  great  iuma  of  money^  to  bny  landsi  &c.j  the 
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rents  whereof  were  to  bo  employed  for  the  use  of  the  schoolj 
and  a  schoolmaster  and  nsher^  who  should  teach  foreigners  as 
well  as  panshionerSj  without  taking  auTthing  therefor  and 
also  that  Sir  John  Giffiord^  fether  of  Sir  Thomas,  had,  70  ^eara 
before,  by  wOl,  devifled  to  the  sohool  Bereral  messuages  and 
lands  at  Hartley  Green. 

A  commissiou  was  uL  uiu  e  ap})oiiiu  d,  aud  sat  on  -Brd  Oct., 
aiid  tho  rents  were  found  to  be  £37  6s.  2d.  per  annum,  aud  the 
commissioners  found  that  Walter  Giffard  had  taken  the  rents 
for  13  years,  and  had  converted  part  of  tlicm  to  his  own  uso. 
He  was  thereupon  ordered  to  convey,  within  12  months,  all  the 
school  properties  to  Thomas  Lane  and  others,  in  tmst  for  the 
benefit  of  the  school,  and  the  Court  of  Chancery  confinaod  the 
order  tJie  foUovring  year. 

The  same  oomplainant  (F.  Moore)  commenced  another  suit, 
in  the  6th  year  of  Chas.  I.,  to  recover  the  whole  of  the  rents  of 
some  lands  and  premises  at  Wheaton  Aston,  which  were  only 
paying  the  sohool  50s.  per  annum,  and  it  was  ordered  that  all 
the  rents  shonld  go  to  the  ase  of  the  school.  Exceptions  to 
this  order  were  taken,  and  nothing  was  done  daring  the  lives 
of  the  parties.  The  suit  was  revived  in  the  26th  of  Chas.  II., 
and  on  the  6th  of  May,  two  years  after,  the  Lord  Chancellor 
gave  judgment  against  the  claimants. 

In  1720  it  was  decreed,  that  when  five  trustees  only  were 
living,  they  should  elect  ten  more ;  that  the  premises  should  not 
be  let  for  more  than  21  years ;  that  the  schoolmasters  should 
pay  rent  for  tlio  houses  they  occnpied;  that  a  rent-receiver 
should  be  appointed,  at  not  more  than  20s.  per  aT<n""* ;  and 
that  the  rents  should  be  divided,  two-thirds  to  the  schoolmaster 
and  one-third  to  the  second  master. 

On  the  28th  Febmaiy,  1800,  the  Bev.  Hamlet  Harrison, 
head-master  of  the  School,  for  the  snm  of  £200  (jointly  paid  by 
the  Bishop  of  Worcester  and  Sir  Edward  Littleton),  conveyed 
two  houses  and  gardens,  at  Dean's-end,  and  also  the  second 
master^s  school,  his  own  properties,  to  the  nse  and  benefit  of 
^e  school ;  and  on  the  19th  of  September,  1801,  the  surrender 
of  these  premises  was  made  to  the  sciiuui  trustees.     lu  tiiu 


Digitized  by  Google 


128 


BBEWOOD  FBJSS  Q&hMUASL  SCHOOL 


new  trust  deed  the  second  master  is  allowed  to  reside  rent-free, 
if  ho  occupied  one  of  the  above-naiiiLHl  honpc?. 

By  an  Act  of  Parliament,  for  inclosinrr  the  common  of  Water 
Eaton,  the  Hon.  Edward  Monckton  exchanged  (in  18ul),  with 
the  school  trustees  13a.  3fi.  24p.  of  laud  for  15a.  Or,  36p.  of  the 
school  lands. 

In  1802,  an  exchange  was  effected  whereby  Wm.  Careless 
transferred  to  the  school  1a.  2b.  80p.  of  copyhold,  and  3  roods 
of  freehold  land  for  two  messnages  belonging  to  the  school. 

In  1809^  a  smrey  of  the  school  properties  took  place^  and 
the  total  value  was  found  to  be  £412  5s.  2d. 

In  1801^  the  trustees  ordered  that  half  a  goinea  per  quarter 
should  be  paid  for  learning  to  write  and  to  cast  accounts;  but 
in  1810  it  was  ordered  that  the  scholars  should  be  taught  free. 
In  1820^  there  were  85  boys  in  the  uppcr^  and  21  in  the  lower 
school.  Of  the  35  in  the  upper  school,  there  were  25  boarders 
in  the  mastoids  house,  and  five  out-boarders. 

In  1850,  the  election  of  a  head-master  took  place.  In  the 
circular  addressed  in  reply  to  the  applicants,  it  is  stated,  that 
the  head  master's  income  is  about  £275  per  annum — residence, 
rent-free,  and  :i  very  good  garden  ttrid  playground;  that  there 
is  a  fund  of  £17  10s.  per  .'nmiim  foi-  repairinGf  the  house — that 
tho  head  master  is  allowed  to  take  20  boarders  (the  averaefe 
from  184.4  to  1850  l)ein<?  I  I  ,  and  the  number  of  day  boys  ti8, 
pa}Tng  5.S.  per  quarter  for  writing^  ;  that  the  boys  in  the  upper 
school,  ineludin**"  the  l)oarders,  are  not  to  exceed  40  ;  and  the 
removal  of  any  boy  from  the  lower  to  the  upper  School  to  be 
subject  to  the  sanction  of  one  or  more  of  the  visitors,* 

The  Trustees  are : — 

Earl  Talbot,  Earl  of  Bradford,  Earl  Dartmouth,  Lord  Bagot,  Lord  Haiher- 
ton.  Lord  Wrottesley,  Sir  Rt.  Pigot,  Hon.  and  Rev.  A.  C.  Talbot,  Capt.  Bagot, 
the  Dean  of  Lichfield,  Hon.  Robert  Curzon,  Hon.  Walter  Wrottesley,  Major 
Chetwynd,  George  MoncktoTi.  Esq.,  T.  W.  Giffard,  Esq.,  W.  P.  Giffard,  Esq.. 
John  Coatps,  r.sq.,  Fr  inris  Eld,  Esq.,  H.  V.  Graliam,  Esq.,  ILLevett^  ^^<l-t 
R.  Level t,  jnn.,  Esq.,  Rev.  A.  P..  TIadon.  and  Rev.  J.  Salt. 

llt-iid  juaater,  iu  1859,  the  Rev.  J.  U.  Rrownj  second  master,  the  Rev.  Wm, 
RuAhton. 

*  This  i«  a  ridienloiii  mle^  and  tboold  be  at  the  optica  of  the  ma«teit> 
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The  schools  arc  situated  very  advantacreously,  well  built, 
with  good  playgrounds,  in  a  delightful  district,  and  within  two 
miles  of  a  railway  station — ^yet  they  are  almost  a  blank.  There 
are  but  26  boys  in  both  the  schoob,  divided  thus  : — Head 
master's  boarders,  0;  day-scholars,  18.  Second  master's 
boarders,  1 ;  day-scholars,  8  ;  who  pay  as  follows  : — £1  per 
aim.  for  writings  arithmetic^  &c, ;  and  also  for  all  their  books 
in  both  schools. 

The  second  school  averaged  25  boys  for  IG  years  paat;  and 
the  head  school  40  for  nine  yoari^,  and  has  had  as  many  as  00. 
The  salaries  are^  £800  to  the  head,  and  £150  to  ishe  second 
master.  The  new  room  for  the  head  school  was  built  in  ISbl, 
and  is  40  feet  by  25  feet. 

The  examination  takes  place  on  Noy.  1st,  and  prises  to  the 
amonntof  £10  are  distnbitted. 

There  has  been  a  long  dispute  about  a  sale  of  some  of  the 
school  properties,  the  letters  relating  to  which,  published  in  the 
papei-s,  are  appended,  as  also  an  interesting  article  taken  fixym 
a  work  entitled  ''Notes  and  Collections  on  Brewood/' 

The  decay  of  the  school  is  due  to  the  fact  of  the  parishioners 
having  no  control  over  it.  Men  of  title  and  otlu  rs,  inovinef  in 
the  highest  ranks  ol"  society  are  trustees,  and,  living  as  they  do 
mostly,  at  a  distance,  they  think  ^  eiy  little  of  Brewood  School. 
Such  a  state  of  things  cannot  be  loh  rated  mueh  longer,  and  it 
is  to  be  hoped  that  the  parishioners  will  at  once  take  steps  to 
make  the  school  available  in  the  highest  degree. 


BREWOOD  CHARITIES. 

Collie's  Cftartty. — Francis  Collie,  Vicar  of  Bushbury,  left 
3*3s.  4d.  per  annum  to  oO  of  the  poor  of  Brewood  town,  to  be 
given  to  them  on  Good  Friday, — 12d.  each;  and  8d.  to  the 
Minister  for  announcing  the  distribution  in  the  Church,  on  the 
previous  Sunday;  and  8d.  to  the  clerk  for  ringing  the  bell  from 
seven  to  eight  o'clock  on  Good  Friday  moroing;  and  Is.  each  to 
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the  churchwardens  for  distributing  the  money.  This  benefac- 
tion has  since  been  raised  to  £7  per  annum,  being  a  moiety  of 
£14  rent  of  a  house,  garden,  orchard,  &c.,  and  four  pieces  of 
land  (9a.  3&.  21p.)  ;  the  other  half  being  devoted  to  Baahborf 
hy  the  donor. 

Smiths'  (and  others)  Giubitt.— Thomas  Smithy  of  Black- 
ladies,  gare  £40j  and  his  sons  and  son-in-law  gave  £20.  These 
sums  were  laid  ont  in  land^  and  the  land  was  afterwards  sold 
for  £40;  and  William  Smith  gave  £40,  and  Mrs.  Jane  Lee 

gave  £10.  These  were  all  laid  out  in  land  belonging  to  Mr. 
Huntbach,  of  Brinsford,  which  measures  7a.  24i'.j  and  brings 
in  £'-i  lUs.  per  annum,  which  is  given  to  the  poor  on  Good 
Friday. 

FUBTHXB  BlKXTAimOKS. 

Wni.  Fowke  (1653),  gave  £20;  John  Fowke  (1665),  gave  * 
£10;  Mary  Skyrmshiro  (1670),  gave  £20;  Henry  Fowke 
(1682),  gave  £50. — For  these  four  benefactions,  Thomas  Fowke 
(168:)),  assigned  land  called  the  Dealfe  Ileayes,  in  the  Foreign 
of  Walaall  (Bloxwich),  containing  8a.  1r.  2 Op.  Out  of  this 
there  have  been  taken  9a.  26p.  for  the  Wyrlej  Canal  (1799)^ 
and  £1  lis.  6d.  is  paid  annually  by  the  Company, 

Lawrence  Grore,  6d.  each  to  20  poor  widows,  on  Good 
Mday.  • 

Joseph  Phipps  and  ilichard  Higlcy,  20.s.  per  annum. 

ThoTuas  plater,  £4  lOs.  for  bread  on  St.  Thomas's  Day,  to 
the  poor. 

Mrs.  Gilbert,  £2  per  annum,  on  the  same  conditions. 

Bichard  Brookes  88.,  and  Thomas  Salt,  IDs.,  per  annum. 

All  these  bene&etions,  amounting  to  £46  lis.  Gd.  per 
annum,  are  distributed  in  small  sums  to  the  poor. 

William  Wooh  ich,  in  1774,  left  10s.  per  annum  amongst  10 
poor  persona,  to  be  given  at  Christmas. 

Thomas  Careless,  of  Water  Eaton,  left  the  rent  of  a  piece  of 
land,  called  the  Poor's  Butt.  Thi^  bnngs  in  10s.  per  annum, 
and  is  given  to  the  poor  in  sums,  of  Is.  each. 
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DESCRirTlON  of  PREMISES  BELONGING  to  BREWOOD  SCHOOL, 
as  specified  in  Uie  Inqniaition  of  U»  Ith  year  of  King  Charles  Ist. 

*'The  messuage^  hooa^  or  tenement,  in  Brc\rood  aforesaid,  comnianly  naed 
at  a  school  house,  and  wherein  the  school  was  then  kept,  together  with  the 
gnrden,  ]>Relcside  and  appurtenances  thereto  belonging ;  another  mcssuagtJ,  with 
the  appurtenances,  in  Brcwood  aforesaid ;  all  those  two  nicadows  and  leasows 
called  the  Steadefooldes ;  and  all  tlie  lejisow  and  mead'j\\ ,  and  pnrrel  of  pasture 
and  meadow  called  Cawsey  Leasow  and  Cawscy  Meadow  ;  and  ali  those  parce-ls 
of  land  being  in  the  fields  or  places  thereafter  mentioned,  tliat  is  to  say,  in  the 
New Biddiii^,  time MN8  of  bod,  or  thaeaboiits;  i]it]ieSiriiiMda]e,oiieaora 
of  land,  or  theieabotits;  in  the  KeeohilU  Field,  tluee  «em  of  land,  or  there- 
abonta;  mButt^eNd,  twoaicmof  land,  ortbernbonts;  in Gioeae Field,  tvo 
aiGiMQf]aiid,orthBreaboiita;  m  HiograTe'a  Field,  two  acres  aaid  a  lialf  or  tliem- 
aboata;  in  GhnrgxaTe  HJU  Field,  two  acres,  or  thereabouts ;  in  Little  Loiin^ 
Held,  half  an  acre,  or  thereabouts ;  and  all  that  little  meadow  called  the  Tadpole 
Sych  ;  all  that  close  called  ^fjison  Field ;  and  one  half  of  all  that  meadow  called 
Enunott's  Mciidow ;  and  certain  lands  lyin^  in  Chur^eaye  HiH  riclii  afore- 
said, adjoining  to  the  pathway,  which  were  theretofore  valued  or  demised  at  18d. 
by  the  year;  and  all  that  cottage,  with  the  appurtenances,  in  the  tenure  of  John 
Tumey ;  and  all  that  me^nage,  with  the  appurtenances,  in  the  tenure  of  Hugh 
Diekenaon,  together  irith  one  aicre  of  arable  land,  or  tbereabonts,  in  Har< 
Field;  aiid  one  other  acre  of  anible  land,  or  theieaboata,  in  Chorgreare 
HfllFidd,  to  ttieaaidmeaaiiagB  belonging;  and  all  that  booae^  with  the  appnr- 
tenaneea,  garden  and  backaide,  in  the  tenure  of  Thomas  Webb;  and  all  that  tene- 
ment wilb  the  appoitenances,  in  the  tenure  of  JVdin  Hiltoii^  t(^^her  with  one 
leasow  and  one  meadow,  called  Oakc  Ridduig  Leasow  and  Meadow ;  and  in  Har- 
l  greave  Field  aforesaid,  four  butts ;  in  Butt  Field,  four  butts ;  in  Church  Field 
one  head  land ;  and  all  that  cottage,  with  the  appurtenances,  in  the  tenure  of 
Francis  Eaton ;  and  all  that  cottage,  late  in  the  tenure  of  Henry  Tranter ;  tmd 
one  acre  of  land  lying  in  Horsebrook  Field ;  and  one  acre  of  land  in  Somuribrd, 
in  the  said  county  of  Stafford,  in  a  field  there  called  Stonebridge  Field ;  and  one 
doae^  oaDedfbe  Little  HiUleja;  and  one  dole  of  meadow,  lying  in  Horaefarook 
meadow;  and  one  ootCage^  in  the  temnre  of  Jobn  Thmter,  and  the  other  half  of 
Umiwott^a  Meadow ;  one  doact,  called  the  Candel'a  Gloae;  one  dose  called  the 
Bmgage;  and  one  dkiae^  in  the  tenure  of  John  Fowke^  esquire ;  and  one  acre 
and  a  half  of  laud  lying  in  the  Street  Field;  and  one  acre  and  a  half  of  land  lying 
in  the  Mill  Field ;  all  which  said  premises  were  sitiiate  within  the  parish  of  Bre- 
wood,  in  the  county  of  Stafford ;  and  certain  portions  or  parcel?  of  land  called 
the  Stainleys  ;  and  a  pasture  or  parcel  of  land  called  the  Stack! oi  b,  or  Coppy  Lea- 
sow, lying  in  VVilnall,  in  the  said  coimty ;  and  one  meadow  avilcd  Oxley,  into  two 
parts  divided,  lying  in  the  parish  of  Bushburj',  in  the  aforesaid  comity;  iind  the 
yearly  rent  of  20s.  issuing  out  of  a  messuage  ami  certain  lands  called  Hartley 
GieoD." 
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A  PARTICULAU  OF  THE  LANDS  BELONGING  TO  BREWOOD 
SCHOOL,  according  to  Surveys  respectively  made  in  the  years  1779  and 
1S09,  including  a  Valuation  thereof  in  1800,  with  the  Rents  in  1820. 
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Names  and  SitofttioiM  of  the  Paroels. 
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Beol  iondagoalof  praniMe  at  Hartley  Oraen,  the  propertjr  of  Mr.  Boden  

jMMOf  ditto,  Wheaton  Astou ,  the  property  of  Mr.  Starkle . . . 

ditto,  Wheatoo  Aaton,  the  property  of  Mra.  Bylanda. 
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Arnonnt  of  rf  ntal  appUoable  to  the  oalarlM  of  the  maatom... . 
BaneCMUouaof  Sir  Ed.  Littleton  and  the  B.  VM«e8tar|  J  JjJJ^****|]*||;;*;'^; 


•  Uaed  by  the  Under  Master  A»r  his  reddenoe. 


Of  the  property  mentioned  in  tHe  above  sohednle,  a  most 
vahiable  portion^  tiie  ''WillenliaU  Estate/'  was  sold  by  the 
trastees,  in  1863^  to  P.  Williams^  Esq^  for  £4,660.   This  gavo 
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rise  to  a  legthened  dispute^  wHch  resulted  in  the  re-sale  of  the 
property  by  Mr,  Williams  for  £6^400^  for  the  benefit  of  the 
school.  Yaloatioiis  of  the  properly  were  taken  in  order  to  show 
that  the  school  sustained  a  g^reat  loss  by  the  sale.  It  is  very 
evident  that  the  sale  was  done  in  hot  haste^  and  that  it  was  not 
at  all  called  for :  but,  even  had  it  been  so,  the  property  should 
have  been  sold  after  doe  care  had  been  taken  to  have  it  rained 
on  behalf  of  the  school. 

This  matter  is  one  of  the  greatest  proofs  of  tLc  evil  of  alicAv- 
iiig  the  Court  of  ChiinctTy  to  be  tho  jriiardian  of  charity  pro- 
perty. It  i-  ;  Icar  tliat  the  masters  of  tlie  sfhool  were  afraid  of 
the  school  being  shut  np,  that  consequently  tiieir  salaries  wonld 
cease  until  the  Chancery  expences  were  paid,  and  they  tliere- 
fore  submitted  to  tho  sale  as  the  least  of  two  evils.  A  pretty 
state  of  things  this  I  A  court  appointed  to  protect  properties, 
with  every  power  to  see  fair  play  done,  is  actually  dreaded  in- 
stead of  being  trusted  by  those  under  its  directions. 

The  valuations  were  as  follow : — 

FiKST. — ^\y.  North,  mining  8un-eyor  for  20  years,  of  Wol- 
verhampton, states  that  Brewood  School  Estate,  at  Willenhall, 
consists  of  20a  2r.  ]9p.  in  the  upper,  and  48a.  Ou.  24p.  in  the 
lower  pai-t ;  and  that,  even  admitting  that  the  mines  were 
faulty  under  one  portion  of  the  estate,  it  was  worth  £2UU  per 
acre  for  cash,  or  £3 00  per  acre  if  paid  by  instalments ;  and  with 
the  surface  lands,  £380  per  acre. 

Second. — ^Mr.  Henrj  Beckett,  landjand  mining  ftgent,  of 
Wolverhampton,  who  surveyed  the  township  of  Willenhall  in 
1838,  states  that  he  had  valued  land  adjoining  the  Brewood 
School  land  at  New  Invention,  at  more  than  three  times  the 
amount  per  acre  that  had  been  ofiPered  for  the  Brewood  pro- 
perty, viz.,  £G7  per  acre.  He  puts  down  the  value  as  follows, 
allowing  for  all  laiia>  : — the  large  estate  at  £270  ])er  acre, 
£13,000;  the  second  estate,  at  £230  per  acre,  £4,728:  total, 
£17,728. 

Thibd. — ^Mr.  Isaac  Hill,  mining  agent,  of  Wednesfield,  states 
that  he  resides  within  two  miles  of  the  Brewood  school  estate  j 
that  £450  per  acre  has  been  offered  for  land  without  100  yards 
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thereof  and  reftwed ;  tbat^  with  aUowanoe  for  all  faults,  he  eati* 
mates  the  estates  at  HBO  per  acre  for  cash;  or  £280  per  acre 
if  paid  hy  14  annual  instalments  of  £1375  :  total  £19,250. 

FoL  KTii. — Mr.  Thomas  Page,  of  VVolverhamptoii,  surveyor 
and  estat<3  agent,  states  that  for  thii-teon  years  he  had  Ijcen  a 
surveyor  of  miiimg  properties;  tliat  he  has  resided  all  his  lilb 
within  a  few  miles  of  the  Brewood  school  property ;  that  por- 
tions of  the  adjoining  estate  (Crockett's)  have  been  sold  at  £250 
to  £300  per  acre  ;  that  he  estimates  as  ^follows : — the  honse^ 
buildings,  and  land,  for  agricultural  purposes  only,  £4456  lOs,; 
the  minerals,  £9273  lOs.  He  also  points  out  the  advantages 
of  their  being  situate  between  two  canals  (the  New  and  the 
Birmingham)^  and  that  year  by  year  l^e  property  most  increase 
in  yalue. 

A  gentleman  deeply  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  school, 
remarks  as  follows  : — "  The  most  insignificant  property  was 
never  so  sold.  There  were  only  two  advertisements  in  one  of 
the  several  local  papera, — no  handbills^  posters^  plans,  &c.,  aa 
is  usual  in  such  sales^  and  a  most  damaging  statement^  ^written 
and  read,  was  made  in  the  room  previously  to  the  commence- 
ment of  the  biddings.  Tliero  was  a  general  call  of  shame;  and 
Mr.  Chambley,  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  respectable  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Brewood^  rose  and  dedared  that  he  had  never 
witnessed  such  conduct  in  a  sale  room.  Kr.  Horn  and  Mr. 
Yenables^  London  g^ntlemen^  had  each  previously  offered 
£9,000  for  the  property;  but  after  the  statement  that  was 
read,  they  refosed  to  oppose  each  other,  and  the  property  was 
ultimately  knocked  down  at  £6,400,  an  increase  of  £1,840 
upon  the  amount  at  which  it  had  been  previously  sold  to  Mr* 
Williams." 

Although  the  property  has  been  sold  and  re-sold^  it  is  cer- 
tain that  it  could  be  recovered  were  some  of  the  inhabitants  to 
present  a  petition  to  the  Court  of  Chancery,  through  the  Charity 
Commissioners.  That  is  their  office,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  they 
will  be  moved  thereto.  Appended  are  the  letters  and  corres* 
pondence  connected  with  the  controversy  on  the  transaction 
between  the  parties  interested  in  the  proceedings. 


186  LBTTKB9  BELITITI  TO  TBS 

LETTERS,  ETC.,  RELATIVE  TO  THE  SALE  OF  SCHOOL 
PROFERTI  AT  WILLENHALL. 

Brewood,  May  16th,  1858. 

To  (he  hihulituaiit  of  Brewood  ami  tlic  Public  gcM rally. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  remind  many  of  yon  that  there  exists  in  the  town  of 
T^rc^rond  nn  cxpcllcntly  endowed  Granuuiur  Scliool,  offering  a  free  chssieal 
education  to  every  poor  boy  in  the  kinjjdom,  and  that  Bialu>p  Hard  and  other 
eminent  men  have  availed  themselves  of  its  privileges. 

It  is  not,  however,  generally  known  that  there  b  attached  to  it  landed 
property  of  oonatdeiabld  Tnliifr--«iid  tliat  an  attempt  haa  been  xeoe&Oy  nuule  to 
sell  tliB  meet  yalvable  pati  thereof. 

It  18  gnestioned  ▼hether  the  anm  of  £4660  is  at  all  an  adeouate  pnoe  for  68 
aocea,  3  M)ods»  3  perches  of  an  estate  lying  within  a  mile  of  WiQenhaH,  haviag 
ooUieries  m  fall  work  within  one  hundxed  yavds  of  ita  boundary,  and  sepanted  only 
bj  a  hedge  and  ditch  from  mines  for  which  siuns  from  £250  to  £500  per  acre  are 
asked,  and  for  which  I  am  credibly  infonucd  the  sum  of  fl'jO  lias  Ijccn  offered. 

T!ic  existence  of  mines  under  the  scliool  estate  cauiiot  be  denied — they  are 
tlu  re,  ami  uo  inaniicr  of  ingenuity  can  for  the  present  remove  them,  I  shaU  not 
rcijl  ialiijticd  uulil  tlieir  intrinsic  value  has  been  proved,  and  tlie  general  affairs  of 
the  school  investigated  by  the  authority  and  sauctiou  of  the  Court  of  CLauccry. 

The  papers  are  now  in  Town;  and  beUering  that  the  mode  adopted  for  selling 
the  estate  most  objedUonable,  and  that  the  anm  at  whidi  the  tmateea  had  con- 
tracted to  sdi  was  inadequate  to  ita  real  value,  I  have  addreased  the  truatees  and 
their  solicitor  on  the  subject;  and  in  order  that  jouand  the  publio  may  nndecrtand 
the  facts  of  flic  caae^  and  form  an  opinion  with  myadfj  I  lay  the  ooneqKmdsnoe 
before  yon  in  the  order  in  which  thqr  wexe  written. 

HENRI  TURNER. 


W<dvcrhampton,  May  Gth,  185;>. 
Dear  Sir— I  am  disappointed  in  not  hearing  from  you  upon  my  second  ktter, 
but  that  you  may  imderatand  my  obanvation  in  my  letter,  aa  to  respecting  yonr 
motiYea  in  writing  at  that  particular  date,  I  beg  to  eqdain  myself,  thongh,  I 

believe,  no  such  explanation  with  you  is  necessary. 

No  doubt  you  had  heard  that  certain  enquiries  had  been  set  on  foot  idattTe 

to  the  management  of  tlie  Brewood  School— that  a  valuation  of  the  property  had 
hern  obtained — that  });»rfies  had  hf  <  n  <''oiTC!q;Kinded  with — soUcitoia  spoken  to^ 
aud,  iu  fart,  stcj)s  taken  towjuds  au  enquiry. 

"When  I  alliido  to  tlie  manner  in  whieh  you  treated  ns  on  the  sale  (refusing  to 
let  us  know  what  the  trustci^  asked),  and  bubbtxiucuLly  selling  the  land  (08a.  2r. 
33f.),  including  mines  for  £4600,  while  the  sum  of  £5550  was  the  price  a^ked  iu 
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December  last,  by  public  advertisement,  for  twenty  acres  of  the  adjoining  land 
and  mines,  or  £250  per  arre  for  (Iir  mines  aloue,  I  think  it  only  rifrht  that  an 
enquiry  should  be  entered  into  ;  and  let  mc  Jissurc  you,  thnt  vrnic  and  do  what 
you  wiU,  1  shall  not  be  dettJirui  from  my  purpose.  In  a  few  days  you  will  hear 
further  on  this,  and,  in  the  meantime,  I  would  suggest  that  the  completion  of  tho 
sale  of  the  property  would  be  better  suspended. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  youn  truly, 

HENRY  TURNER. 

O.  RobfliMni,  Eaq. 

[NS.~Tli«  two  ktten  nfenedto      onotber  burineBB.] 


Dwlington-stieek,  May  7th,  1863. 
Sir—I  baTezeoeiTedyoor  letter  vnpeetiiig  the  Biewood  SchooL 
I  am  utterly  at  aloes  to  know  what  tlie  first  parngmph  refen  to.   I  leeeived 
a  letter  from  yoQiespectiiig  your  obligatUna  to  Hr.  Slierwm's  estate^  and  I  have 
leodved  no  other  letter  from  you. 

I  am  equally  at  a  loss  to  know  what  the  aeoond  paragraph  means.  I  know 
nothin?  of  the  enquiries  you  refer  to. 

On  the  other  part  of  your  letter,  it  is  scarcely  uec^sary  for  mc  to  say,  I  have 
no  authority  to  correspond  with  you. 

I  ask,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Tvnier,  Eaq.  G.  ROBINSON. 


Wolverhampton,  ^May  7Lh,  1&53. 
Dear  Bir— I  am  inatnicted  to  apply  to  you,  as  secretary  and  aoUcitor  to  the 
tniateea  of  Biewoodfkee  Grammar  School,  for  the  foUowmg  inbinnataon  lelatiTe 

tothfi  manaer  in  wfaieh  the  sale  of  the  eatate  beknunnff  to  the  said  aohool  has 
been  oandnctod,  and  upon  the  general  affidra  of  the  troat  Ibegtoobecrre,  thai 
if  the  reports  in  circulation  are  at  all  correct,  it  behoTee  ofny  inhabitant  of 
Brewood  and  ita  neighbourhood  to  take  part  in  the  enquiry. 

I,  for  one,  as  an  mhabitant  of  Brewood,  fLcI  no  hesitation  in  enquiring  into 
the  truth  of  the  reports  so  hi^^hlr  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  the  sehocjl.  1  give 
yon  the  substance  of  them,  ajvi  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  whether  ail  or  any 
part  of  them  are  eorrect. 

In  tlie  lirst  place,  it  ib  btated  that  the  estate  agreed  to  be  sold,  consists  of 
68a.  8b.  33p.  of  land  and  mines,  contiguous  to  eoDietiea,  now  opened,  and  in  foil 
work. 

That  in  1848^  an  Aet  of  Parliament  waa  obtained,  sathoriauigthe  aakof  the 
eetate,  on  which  oooanon  a  report  was  made  rq^reaeoftiDg  it  to  be  of  great  vafaie. 

That  some  yeaiB  ago  an  offer  of  ten  or  twelTo  thonaand  poonda  was  made  by 
the  late  Mr.  Thonuyoroft. 
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That  the  fomicr  head-master  of  the  school,  the  Rev.  Henry  Kempson, 
caused  a  Talnatioa  to  be  made.   That  the  estate  waa  then  reported  to  be  worth 

&i7,m. 

That  iu  the  month  of  March  last,  you  received  several  applicatious  for  the 
price. 

That  Mr.  GitLuig::,  uf  Bikton,  oilered  £80  per  acre  for  twenty  or  thirty  acres 
of  it 

That  noiwithBtudiiig  these  applicatiasiB,  no  stqps  veie  taken  by  tiie  tnutees 
to  aaoertam  its  real  Talne. 

That  without  inf orauag  the  peities  tiie  priee,  and  aUo  wing  them  a  fair  oppor. 

tunity  of  purchasing,  you  sold  the  whole  68a.  2r.  33p.,  including  dubcs,  for  £1000, 
while  the  stim  of  £6{»50  was  the  price  aakcd  in  December  last  by  imblic  advertise- 
ment for  tweui^  acres  only  of  adjommg  land  and  mlne^  or  £250  per  sere  for 

mines  alone. 

That  there  arc  about  thirty  trustees ;  that  at  a  meeting  amvened  by  you  to 
take  into  consideration  the  propriety  of  selling?"  the  estate,  only  two  attciuled; 
that  at  the  adjourned  meeting  ou  the  Monday  following,  only  six  attended,  and 
passed  resolutions  authorising  tho  sale  for  the  sum  mentioned. 

That  a  sum  cf  £900  or  iS300^  for  land  sold  bdonging  to  the  school,  has  never 
been  mfested,  bat  entirely  lost. 

That  stodL,  to  the  amount  of  £600  or  thereabouts,  has  been  sold  out  of  the 
funds  and  improperly  appliedj  in  part  discharge  of  a  lar^c  ilobt  contracted  by  the 
tnutees,  for  the  purposes,  among  others,  in  rebuilding  the  school,  which  has 
been  pulled  down  without  competent  authority,  or  any  substantial  complaint 
ha\  ing  been  made  of  its  insufficiency — from  sixty  to  one  hundred  boys  having 
been  previously  educated  together,  while  at  that  particular  time  there  were  not 
more  than  a  dozen  ou  the  foundation. 

That  there  is  still  a  sum  uf  six  ur  eight  hundred  ix)unds  due  from  the  school 
estate  to  tho  Wolverhampton  and  Staffordshire  Banking  Company,  and  for  which, 
for  sevendyesirs  sinoe^  an  aumul  dednction  of  something  ISbe  tinrty  pounds  has 
beok  msde  from  the  salanes  of  the  two  masters,  in  wder  to  meet  tlve  aceroing 
interest,  in  eontnnrention  of  the  Act  of  Fsrlisment,  which  particdarly  provides 
that  sndi  sahuies  shall  on  iu>  aooonnt  be  made  less  than  the  amount  they  stood  at 
on  the  passing    the  Act. 

I  have  now  given  you  the  substance  of  tlie  reports  in  circulation ;  and  if 
there  is  any  truth  in  them,  it  is  clear  that  the  ctficicncy  of  the  school  is  about  to 
receive  an  irreparable  injury.  I  shall  be  glad,  therefore,  to  receive  your  early 
explanation,  which  I  hope  will  be  satisfactory. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours  truly, 

HENRY  TURNER. 

George  Robinson,  Esq. 


Darlington-street,  Key  7, 1858. 
Sir,— Ifynoteof  thismoiiungwasin  rq;dy  toyoiu»ofthe(Hh^  But  I  have 
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sinnc  received  your  letter  of  to  day's  date.  T  can,  ns  yon  mutt  be  SWaie^  have  HO 
authority  to  auAwer  it  without  the  order  of  the  trustecii. 

I  aiDi  Bir,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  ROBINSON. 

Mr.  Turner,  Solicitor. 


Wolverhampton,  'SUv  0th,  1853. 
Dear  Sir,- -1  Lave  received  your  note  of  the  7th,  deciiuiiig  the  iiifuniiation 
required.  I  therefore  beg,  as  an  inhabitant  of  Brcwood,  that  you  allow  me  the 
nispectioii  of  thetninntebookbeloiigiiigto  Uie  adiool  trust,  in  order  tliatlmaj 
obtain  neoeasaiy  anfonnatioii  to  groiud  an  immodiate  appUcatum  to  the  Court. 
Should  yon  refuBe  this,  I  shall  fbrtlnnth,  and  upon  such  imperfect  information  as 
I  am  inpoaMsaiQii  of,  apply  for  an  injnnctbn  to  restrtin  the  oonfilefeiQii  of  the 
sale  untH  eaqnirics  have  been  made  into  the  general  management  of  the  school 
estate,  considering  that  the  mode  of  sale  adopted  by  yon  ia  not  sanctioned  by  the 
Aot  of  Parliament,  nor  cnn  ho  possibly  approved  of  by  any  individind. 

I  beg  also  to  iisk  whether  the  report  is  tnie,  that  you  repre.scutLd  that  tlie 
partita  to  whoui  you  have  sold  the  est  ale  are  clients  of  yours  ?  Whether  a  reso- 
lution has  been  entered  in  tlie  minute  i>ook  authdrising  the  sale  to  the  parties,  of 
the  land  and  mines  (G8a.  2a..  liiii'.)  fur  the  sum  of  Jb4000  ?  And  whether  you  are 
DOW  proceeding  to  complete  the  pordiase  P 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  yoar's  tmly, 

HENRY  TURNER. 

6.  BobniBOD,  Esq. 


Darlinp^ton-street,  May  10th,  1S53. 
Sir, — 1  know  nothing  in  the  minutes  of  tlie  trustees  of  Brcwood  School 
which  may  not  be  patent  to  the  world  ;  and  1  am  quite  sure  there  is  nothing  they 
have  done  which  they  are  not  leady  lu  justify  to  any  proj^er  uithority.  But  aa 
yoa  must  be  perfect]  j  aware,  I  hare  no  anthoritjr  to  ahew  7011  tlieae  mimitea^  or 
to  answer  any  enqoiiiea  leqieettng  their  proceedtnga. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  obedient  aer?ant» 

G.  BOBINtSON. 

Mr.  Turner. 


Wolverhampton,  May  lOlfa,  1863. 

BBXWOOD  BCHOOIi. 

Dear  Sir,— I  bare  leoeiTed  your  note  of  this  moniiai;  lefnaing  me  any 

information. 

Hearing  from  the  beet  authority  that  you  have  the  conveyance  deed  prepared 
and  engrossed  ready  for  execution,  I  hereby  oaation  yon  irom  getting  it  executed 
nntQ  doe  and  fair  enq,nires  are  made. 
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Why  jon  harry  on  the  poiohafle  to  oomplfltkHi  wilh  this  unbeoomiog  liast^  I 

do  not  uiKl(Tstaud. 

Allow  iiic  acraiii  to  o})seryc  that  yon  have  had,  to  my  knowledj^e,  at  the  least, 
five  parties  wbliing  to  treat  for  the  purehase  ;  that  ouc  ollcrcd  t  ighty  pnntids  per 
acre,  aiid  inquiredthe  price  for  the  whole;  another  at  once  ollcrcd  £i/XK.l,  aud 
also  inquired,  over  and  over  again,  tlirough  luc,  for  the  price ;  another  oUered 
£4,500 ;  another  £4,560,  and  that  it  wu  nltimatdy  sold  with  undue  haste,  and 
witbont  affntdbig  the  partke  s  fair  dumoe  of  aBcertwuiug  its  real  tiIiu^  and 
fakkUng  what  th^  oonaidered  a  fiur  snm. 

I  beg  again  to  aak  if  it  he  tine  that  jon  have  faeea  the  solidtQrpieiianaig  the 
oonreyaiiceP 

I  also  beg  to  add  that  I  am  imtracted,  with  all  due  diligence,  to  make  an 
q^riUcarfion  to  the  Ooort  fear  an  enquiy,  and  an  injunction.  In  the  meanttme, 

I  am,       your's  truly, 

HENRY  TURNER. 

0.  Robinson,  Esq. 


DarliJitjlon-strcct,  ^May  10th,  1853. 
Sir,— The  only  answer  I  think  it  necessary  to  give  to  your  last  note  is,  that 
of  eooxae  I  dhall  lay  your  letten  before  flie  trosteea  at  as  early  a  period  as  I  find 
itpossiUe  A  SQiBeient<niimber  can  attend  a  meeting^  and  that  they,  and  not  mi^ 
axe  the  parties  to  determine  what  answer  thej  will  give  to  yonr  threats^  and  what 
oonise  th^  will  take. 

I  amj  Sir,  jour  obedient  Servant, 

a  ROBINSON. 

H.  Tnmer,  Es^. 


Wolyerhami^ton,  May  lltb,  1853. 

BEEWOOD  8CUOOL. 

Dear  Sir— In  order  that  the  true  foots  of  this  case  may  be  fairly  laid  befora 
the  Court,  and  tliat  there  should  be  no  misrepresentation,  allow  me  to  enqoire^ 

Why  the  school  estate  was  offered  at  all  at  this  particular  momrnt  ? 

Whether  a  large  dcl)t  with  the  Wolverhampton  and  Staflbrdshirc  J3«mking 
Company  liad  been  improperly  contracted  by  the  trustees  ? 

Whether  the  salftries  of  the  two  nmstcrs  had  been  for  several  years  past  re- 
duced to  lucet  the  iiccruing  iutorest  of  that  debt,  in  direct  contradiction  of  the  act? 

Whether  any  eomplaint  or  representation  of  that  fact  had  been  made  to  the 
.  trastecs  by  both'or  euUuErof  the  masters  F 

Whettier,  in  consegnenoe  of  that  complaint,  steps  were  taken  toeffeo^  at  all, 
for  the  sole  pnipose  of  paying  off  the  debtn  and  releasing  the  sslsries  of  the 
masterslfroro  payment  of  intei^  P 
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"Wlietlicr  all  of  fl'c  tnistccs  were  invited  to  .attend  the  meetixig  tO  take  tUc 
sale  into  omsidcralion,  or  wlictlicr  only  five  or  six  were  invited? 
I  shall  feel  obliged  by  a  reply  in  the  course  ol  the  day. 

I  ttiii,  duar  Sir,  yours  truly, 

HENBT  TURNER. 

O.  BobiiuKni,  Eaq. 


Wolverhampton,  May  13tb,  1853. 
Dear  Sir, — Will  you  oblige  me  with  the  nam(»  and  addresses  of  the  ae?enl 
tnistees  of  the  Brewood  Free  Grammar  School  ? 

I  do  not  conceal  the  fact,  that  the  informatiQii  ifl  sought  vith  the  view  of 
addressing  them  on  the  sabjcM;t  of  ihi^  trust. 

I  remain,  dear  Sir,  yours  tndy, 

HENRY  TURNER. 

George  ilubinsou,  Esq. 


Dadingtoii-sireet,  May  13tb,  1853. 
Sir. — Your  letters  to  me  and  my  replies  to  them  an  being  printed,  and  will  be 
posted  to  the  trustees  of  the  Brewood  School  to-morro\r.  A  knowledge  of  this 
runy  snvc  you  mueh  repetition,  and  I  have  directed  their  addreeses  to  be 

forwarded  to  you. 

T  ftirniu  rc<iuei)t  cnipies  of  the  notes  I  wrote  to  you,  to  urge  that  the  olllr  you 
professed  to  make  for  some  cue,  might  be  delivered  in  time  to  be  laid  before  the 
trustees  when  they  met  to  consider  other  offers, 

I  am.  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  ROBINSON. 

Mr.  Turner. 


Wolverhampton,  May  litb,  1853. 

BKEWOOl)  SCHOOL. 

Dear  Sir — I  have  hitherto  declined  replyins:  to  your  k  ttcr  requesting  copy  of 
the  ouc  dated  the  26th  March,  iii  couscqucnee  of  your  [not  having  replied  to  my 
letters  of  the  10th  and  Uth  instant,  requiring  infomafion ;  bot  that  yon  may  not  . 
hare  the  sU^test  grounds  for  complaint,  I  at  onoe  send  jroa  copy  required,  and 
beg  also  to  remind  yon  of  the  cironmstanoes  in  oounedtion  with  it.  Yon  will 
remanber  that  on  Thnndaj,  the  84Ui  of  March,  I  called  and  informed  you  that  I 
was  IcaTing  home  on  that  day  to  spend  Good  Friday  and  the  remainder  of  the 
£BSter  holidays^  and  sliould  not  return  until  the  evening  of  the  day  you  had  con- 
vened a  meeting  of  the  tnistees  for  the  purpose  of  con^tderinLr  tlir  expediency  of 
soiling  the  school  cstnte,  and  fhnt  T  beL".,M'd  of  you  to  reiiionii;tT  tliat  niK^rr- 
atandiiig  that  the  trustees  contemplated  selling  for  JUjUO,  my  client  oH'crcd  £iOUO 
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atoiu}e»andiraspiq?andtogiTeMvfiub-tiu&fQrfto  Toainllfenieiiiber 
tliAt  I  pieaaed  rem  for  the  prices  and  that  you  poeitiTely  nfosed  to  gife  it^  aiynig 
that  TOOT  hands  weretiedbehindyoa— that  on  my  letomhte  on  Monday  ovening; 
I  foimd  this  identical  letter  on  my  tabic— that  it  waa  then  too  late  to  reply  to 
howemmnehlmight  hare  felt  diapowd  to  do  ao,  as  the  meeting  had  been  over 
Bomehonrs. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours  truly, 

HENRY  TURKEIi. 

Geo.  Bobbson,  Bsq. 


(Copif  Letter  rrferr^  to.) 

Dear  Sir— Tour  aeeuig  me  hoe  on  Monday  morning  is  so  nnoettain,  aa  I  am 
not  sore  I  shall  be  bere^  that  yoo  had  better  send  me  yoor  tender  to  the 
sdiool-hoQse. 

Yours  truly, 

G.  ROBIKSON. 

H.  Tamer,  Esq.,  Murcli  2Uth,  1853. 


'  To  the  limitees  qf  Brewood  Free  Orammar  School, 

My  Lords  and  Gcntlerocn— As  an  inhabitant  of  Brewood,  natunlly  feeling  aa 
interest  in  its  foundation  school,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  invite  your  oonsideration  to 

statements  nfTccting  its  future  welfare. 

1  informed  that  the  sale  of  the  Willcnhall  Estate  and  Klines,  the  property 
of  the  btliool,  consisting  of  68a.  .'iR.  3r.,  is  till  but  effected  for  the  sum  of  £4500 
or  thereabouts — that  the  eonvt-yauee  deed  is  drawn  and  engrossed,  raid  now 
awaits  ouiy  youi*  execution,  aithougU  no  recent  survey  of  the  iauu  has  been 
obtcuned. 

Before  you  formally  complete  the  sale,  I  venture  to  lay  before  you  the 
following  laotSk  aa  affording  some  guide  to  the  reel  value  of  ti»  estate—io  the 
adequacy  of  the  smn  offcred--«nd  tim  manner  m  whieb  the  ssle  has  been  eonduoted. 

That  of  the  existence  of  coal  under  the  sdkool  estate  there  is  do  doubt. 
That  on  obtaining  the  Act  of  Parliament  authorising  the  sale  of  the  e  st  ae 

it  was  I  believe  reported  to  the  House  of  Commons  that  they  were  very  valuable 
— tlint  the  sale  of  them  would  cnnhle  the  trustees  to  establish  scholacshipfl^ 
appoiul  new  masters,  and  extend  the  j^eneral  efficiency  of  the  school. 

That  the  preamablcof  the  Aet  contains  the  followinp:  reeitrd  : — "Ami  whereas 
there  arc  mines  and  veins  of  coal  and  ironstone  in  and  under  the  ssiid  heredita- 
ments. " 

I  have  heard  from  Mr.  BobinsoD,  your  solicitor,  that  the  Bev.  H.  Kcaip^ou, 
some  years  ago,  caused  a  surv^  to  be  made;  that  its  value  waa  then  estimated  ait 
£17,000,  and  that  thekte  G.  B.  Tboni«ycroft,  Esq.,  o&redthe  sum  of  tenor 
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twelve  thouaasd  poiuula»  siiioe  wliich  time  the  Taineof  the  estate  is  miich 

incrensed. 

Tiiat  collieries  have  been  open  contiguous  to  it,  and  arc  now  in  fuU  work. 
That  the  quality  of  the  ooaU  brought  to  the  surface  is  first-rate,  and  in  great 
deiuaad. 

Tbat  two  praetioal  mow  vlui  mm  employed  some  years  ago  in  boring  for 
cxmIb  apon  this  paortieabr  estate^  hftTC  been  seen;  that  thqy  infoniied  myself  snd 
dient  thej  had  fovind  coals  in  fire  dilleraDt  plaoes;  and  an  csperienoed  mine 
agenft^  workioff  adjoining  pita  noen%  opened,  states  that  he  diooldoonsid^ 

ail  c'icrc  for  the  mines  under  the  adiool  estate  cheap. 

That  in  December  last  then  was  an  adrertisement  in  tiie  BkmUigkam  Esrakt, 

offering  twenty  acres  of  flic  adjoining  mines  at  £250  per  acre. 

That  in  March  last,  Mr.  Gcttings,  a  respectable  tradesman  (hnving  works  ad- 
joininc:  the  estate)  offered  £80  per  aero  lor  20  or  30  acres  of  the  laud.  TImt  he 
proposod  to  risk  the  cluincc  of  boring  ou  terms  mentioned  in  his  letter,  and  in- 
quired the  price  of  the  whole,  but  could  not  obtain  it. 

That  a  client  instructed  me  to  ascertain  the  price ;  that  I  applbd  over  and 
ovier  again,  bat  conld  not  obtain  it;  that  it  was  positively  refused;  that  I  at  onoe 
offered,  on  behalf  of  such  dient,  £4000,  and  expressed  a  willingness  to  give  what 
was  fair;  that  Mr.  Neve,  of  Wolverhampton,  offered  £4500;  and  that  the  sale  of 
the  estate  is  all  bnt  completed  for  £4,560,  without  aifoxdiag  parties  a  fair  chanoe 
of  ooiMp(  tition,  or  ascertaining  its  nndoobted  and  real  value. 

I  think  it  right,  therefore^  to  draw  your  attentbn  to  these  £scts,  and  to 
submit  that  the  mines  must  to  some  extent  approjich  the  value  of  those  adjoining. 

That  Mr.  Gettint^'s  oiler  for  tliirty  acres  at  £S0  an  acre,  woidd  have  realized 
£i?100,  leaving  tbiity  nine  acres  of  thr  best  part  of  the  estate  undisposed  of,  while 
the  wIidIc  is  about  to  be  sold  for  the  mere  value  of  the  surfaccland. 

AUow  me  rcijpectfuU}  to  sul)iiiit,  tliat  the  tru>ti'(  s  apiujint  a  disinlercstcd 
person  to  look  over  and  report  upon  the  estate,  before  ihc)  iiuuivcrteutly  comuiit 
themselves  to  a  course  inflicting  an  irreparable  injury  not  only  to  the  school,  but 
to  Brewood  and  its  ndghboorfaood. 

I  beg  to  remain,  017  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

lour  obedient  humble  servant, 

HENRY  TURNER. 

Brewood,  May  9, 1853. 

P.S. — Since  writing  the  above,  I  am  capable  ol  prov  iuu  ( .mil  in\  ite  the  oppor- 
tunity of  (Um\s  so)  tliat  t\w  value  of  the  estate  approaciics  nearer  twenty  or 
thirty  thousand  pounds  tium  jbrjtobU ! ! 


TkefolhiMtig  is  a       (f  Mr.  Oeiiin{^  Letter  rtfmtd  to. 

Mount  Pleasant,  Bilston,  March  1st,  1853. 
Bear  Sir,— If  the  upper  part  of  the  land  bdonging.  to  the  B.  0.  School  (which 
I  understand  is  35  or  30  acfcs)  is  for  sole,  separate  from  the  lower  part,  or  that 
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part  nflBfest  WtQeDhiiU,  I  riiall  htm  no  oVjectkm  to  porohaae  it»  and  vonld  pre 
£70  pounds  per  acre,  to  be  paid  m  nine  instalmenta,  say  three  acres  now  and  three 
acres  per  annnm-^the  mstalments  bearing  interest  of  four  per  oeni»  nntE  paid. 

Or,  if  the  trustees  diosev  I  irill  risk  the  expense  of  smking  and  proving 
nrhether  there  be  any  luiues  under  the  land,  if  they  woold  let  me  sudi  l:mds  at  a 
moderate  tojtlty,  and  sohgeci  to  my  being  at  liberty  to  cease  working  if  there 
should  be  no  mines,  or  such  as  would  not  pay.  If  they  object  to  sell  pait,  get  me 
the  lowest  terms  for  the  whole.  1  shall  feel  obliged  by  an  an<<wer. 

Yours  truly, 

J.  GETTINGS. 

[Mr.  Getiings  subtcqoeutly  offurcd  k>&)  per  acre.] 


A\  (tlvcrhaniptou.  May  16th,  liS5;j. 

BR^:^v■()ul)  scuooi.. 

y\y  Lord,— I  take  the  liberty  of  again,  through  you,  addressing  the  trustee 
herein. 

The  general  affairs  of  this  trust  will,  in  a  few  days,  be  brought  before  the 
Court  of  Chanoer>  ;  as,  however,  some  time  will  dapse  before  they  can  be 
investigated,  and  finding  that  there  are  annual  deductions  made  from  the  roaster's 
salaries  which  operate  most  t^pressively,  I  beg  to  suggest  to  your  lordship  that 
the  trustees  should  satisfy  themselves  upon  the  legality  of  these  deductions ;  and 
if  so  advised,  iunncdiatcly  return  the  amount  to  the  masters,  and  allow  no  further 
dedoctiotts  to  be  maJr  in  contravention  of  their  Act  of  Parliament. 

Allow  me,  my  Lord,  to  say,  that  while  acquitting  the  trustees  of  any 
intentional  blame  in  flir-  ronchml  of  the  salr  nf  Hie  sHiool  cstatr,  T  rr^ijicctfnlly 
j-iibnrit  tli;tt  tJipy  sliuuld  li;i\c  caused  prtliminary  tmiuiries  to  be  Uiadc,  and  one 
propL'ity  tu  lia\f  hccu  ollered  to  public  comiict  itiuu. 

In  cuurln-jiuu,  I  venture  to  express  ii»y  opinion  that  the  trustees  iiave  been 
imposed  upon  with  reference  to  the  actual  value  of  the  estate,  and  that  they 
need  only  pay  a  visit  to  the  neighbourhood  to  be  convinced  of  it. 

I  beg  to  remain,  my  Lord, 
Your  Lordship^s  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

HENRY  TURNER. 

The  Rt  Hon.  Lord  Wroltesley. 


liepoi't  aii'l  J^ah'df'tS'Si  of  Fiff^cn  7']nclo^»>''"t  of  Frefihold  Idtud,  containing  4-8a. 
Ok.  fith  Nif  Mitits  and  Miner aU  ia  otid  undtr  (h<f  muie,  itifuiite  nofth- 

cad  qf  Little  Lutidod^  in  Ike  towmhip  qf  WilleHhaU,  how  i/$  the  occupa- 
tion (f  —  lIemmi»g»Us ;  also  qf  »ix  oiker  Pieces  or  Parcels  ef  Freehold 
Laud,  eoniaiuing  20a.  2  k.  19 p.,  tcilh  fif  Min/:.t  and  Minerals  ttnder  ike 
it(tiu<',  siiiudc  at  the  New  fnventiottt  and  in  the  oecvpafioM  <if  the  said  — 
IL'uiMifig-'ilcif, 
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I  have  inspected  tha  abore  land,  and  flad  that  the  48^,  Ojl  SMiP.,  as  herem- 
before  descnbed,  is  boonded  oa  tbe  south-east  by  land  and  nunes^  bdongbg  to 
Messrs.  Crockett,  and  on  the  south  atde  by  land  and  mines»  the  property  of 
liniliam  Stokes,  Esq.,  of  WiUenfaaH 

The  mining  operations  of  Messrs.  Qeo.  Bate  and  Son  are  within  600  or  700 
yards  of  the  south  side  of  this  property,  where  the  mines  of  coal  and  ironstone^  as 
shewn  in  a  "section"  annexed  to  that  rcpoi-t,  arc  in  fnll  work. 

In  the  land  belonging  to  Mi'.  Stoki"^,  by  which  this  property  is  bounded  on 
the  south  (wliich  :iIso  adjoins  the  north-east  sKit;  of  the  colliery  of  Geo.  Hate  and 
Son),  there  were  several  "  bore  holes  "  put  downi  into  the  new  mine  coal,  and  one 
(to  what  I  believe  will  prove  to  be  when  further  developed),  to  the  fire-clay  coal, 
situate  within  100  yard^  of  this  land,  proving  to  some  extent  that  the  mines,  iit* 
shewn  in  tlie  "section,"  sate  traoed  op  to  the  bonndary  of  this  estate^  snd  I  am  of 
opbion,  that  as  tiiese  noines  become  farther  proved  by  local  cperaiions,  thetr  value 
irill  be  enhanced  m  consequence. 

In  the  3QyL  Se.  19p.  cf  freehold  land,  at  the  New  Livention,  there  will  not 
only  be  the  same  coal  seams  as  those  proved  in  the  attorning  collieries  dt  G.  B. 
Thomeycroft  and  Co.,  and  Mr.  John  Brewer  respectively  (wliieh  collieries  arc  now 
in  opcmtioi]).  but  there  will  be  tlie  lower  scarns  of  "  yard  coal,"  "  "tft.  coal,"  and  ' 
"  Bo  I  ton  coal,"  as  well  as  the  ironstone  measures  that  have  been  proved  iu  that 
locality. 

In  eatiinating"  the  viilue  of  these  mines  and  land,  I  shall  proeeed  to  g-ive  the 
amount  if  i>aid  for  iu  ciuh  at  the  tiiuc  of  sale,  alio  the  price  if  piud  fur  by  ttislttU 
menh~-i\x8X  is  to  say,  for  the  4Sa.  Or.  21r.  of  hmd  and  mines,  it:320  to  £350  per 
acre,  payable  by  histalmfflitw  of  £1000  when  sold,  and  £1000  par  annum;  or  £900 
to  i^SOper  acre,  if  paid  for  when  sold. 

I  oonaider  £200  per  acre,  prompt  payment,  would  be  a  fair  prioe  for  the 
80a.  2b.  IOp.  of  land  and  mines,  or  £300  per  acre,  payable  by  mstalments  of  £450 
when  sold,  and  £1)50  annuaUy—tiie  instalments  not  to  be  cbuged  with  interest  in 
either  ca.se. 

Wolverhampton,  May  IG, 


BiiEWOOD  GfiAMMAB  SCUOOL. 

Exifad  from  Mr.  Turneb's  Note  in  the  "  Wolcerhampfou  and  JSU^ordMAire 
Meraid,"  qf  Wedmsday^  the  ^id  of  June  .— 

"  The  draft  agreement  is  now  before  me,  and  no  doubt  will  be  engrossed  and 
executed  ere  this  is  in  the  hands  of  readers. " 


WoIverhampUm,  June  23rd,  iS53. 
Dear  Sir-  I  am  waiting  the  return  of  your  draft  agreement  from  counsel, 
and  ou  receipt  of  it  will  immediately  send  it  in.  I  only  left  him  at  half>past  five 
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ye^tcrtlay  ril  temoos,  and  received  his  promise  that  lie  voold  forward  it  by  the  mail 
of  last  iiit,^lit. 

I  have,  however,  placed  the  deposit  in  the  Wolvcrhaiiiiitou  and  Staffordshire 
Bank,  in  the  joiui  names  of  Mr.  Williams  and  myself,  in  order  that  no  doubt 
abonU  cmst  of  nqr  oUait^s  iiiteiituiiL 

I  am,  dov  SSr,  jonn  trdj, 
Qfloise  Bobmson*  Biq.  HENRY  TURNER. 


To  prevent  aa^  nustake,  Mr.  Rolmtscni  mfomis  Mr.  Turner  that  no  paarment 
to  any  aoooimt  irill  be  notioed :  the  deposit  will  be  received  by  Mr.  P.  WOUams 
bimadf,  on  the  agreement  being  signed  by  the  real  dom  Jbk  pankuet,  and  for 
the  rest  Mr.  Robmaon  refers  to  his  letters. 


WolTorhampton,  June  ^Itii,  1&53,  half-past  tea  a.m. 

BBKWOOD  SCnOOL. 

Dear  Sir, — Tsof  witlislaiuliii;:  my  affrffji  to  siR:n  the  ai^rt'cnK  iit  prcpanxi  by 
you,  1  utjvcrtlielciis  oa  the  pad  oj'  nty  Clkn/,  deemed  it  prudent  to  sultmlt  the 
draft  to  the  Chancer)'  barrister,  before  wliom  the  papers  herein  have  bceu  laid, 
and  I  am  glad  1  did  so,  for  he  immediately  convinecd  me  thut  the  agreement 
eonld  not  be  exeouted  as  dnnni  by  you,  and  every  lawyer  and  man  of  business 
irill  agree  on  tlui  head. 

Counsel  has  no  doubt  that  the  eonveyanoe  from  the  tmstecs  to  Mr.  P. 
Williams  is  not  vorth  a  shDliDg ;  for  that  with  notice,  and  all  the  published  state- 
ments before  him,  he  purchased  an  estate  bdoiiging/0tfjw£/£priton7y  for  (to  say 
the  lea^l  of  it)  a  vei^  inadequate  sum ;  which  cireumsianee  is  not  at  all  improved 
by  tlic  faet,  as  it  now  appears  from  your  draft,  that  the  imrchasc  was  linniedly 
completed  on  the  30M  qf  Map,  in  the  face  of  the  trustees'  ])letlge  to  oaU  a  general 
meeting  for  the  21st  qf  Jmae,  for  the  purpose  of  having  the  transaction  inquired 
into. 

Couiiscl  advised  tliut  if  my  client  purchased  lVt»in  Mr.  P.  Williams,  uiulcr  the 
agreement  as  prepared  by  you,  and  proceeded  to  work  the  iniuus,  he  would  huvc 
to  aoooont  for  all  profits,  and  lose  all  his  outlay,  and  m  oonfirmationdted  tiie  ease 
of  Thotneyoroft  o.  Crodcett,  reported  in  16  Icon's  Reports^  p.  445.*  Yon  of 

*  Legally  Otis  OMe  liM  not  my  ooiUiaeUon  with  Uie  matit^r,  and  as  a  raining  reaalt  it  la 
•nythlng  but  oonannatory  of  Mr,  Tani«r*8  expeotetiona.  The  legal  qnostion  in  Tliorneycroft 
r.  Crorkott  WHS,  whethcT  a  roort^ngoe  could  (as  aacb  onlj)  WOlk  BtMB  finm  thu  iiiortK!irrc«d 
property,  and  U  wai  bold  tluit  a  moitgngf^  o  could  uot  do  ho,  and  wan  answcrabW*  for  Iiin  ruceipt 
O  wut0.  Tilt  flMts  were,  that  Mr.  Tbornoycroft,  under  particular  oircuntHtauces  and  arranga- 
meutfl,  parohasc<l  uiortj:agBS  upon  the  properties  of  the  lato  Mr.  Crockett  (lad  not  on  IIm 
properties  th«iDaelTec),  and  filed  bills  of  roreclostiro  agoiiiHt  tho  parlioa  claimiug  subsonticnt 
to  the  ■eenrtttoa.  Lt  one  «uii  a  decree  abauluto  was  given ;  in  the  other  suit  the  porlioR  caniti 
in  t.1  rcNjoeni  as  tfaojr  hid  «  ri^ibt  t«  do ;  and  In  taUog  Um  Mooontm  Mr.  Tborn^roA  (vlio  had 
worked  miuea  under  part  of  the  mortgaged  property  near  the  Bmrood  Sohool  land),  wm 
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course  can  readily  satisfy  yourself  on  this  point—  for  it  singularly  Lappcns  that  you 
w^e  the  solicit<»  in  that  suit ;  have  the  papers  before  yoa ;  and  can  ascertain  at 
ouB^ance  tlieprobabb  mine  d  tlie  ediool  estate,  adjoined,  as  it  is,  by  tba  estate 
tfaesalgeotof  thesnit;  aaiditagamsndiingiilai]jliBppcna^tlist78acnsof  thrt 

Homamd  pounds. 

With  all  these  facts  before  )ubi»  ooonsel  coold  not  advise  any  pozdieser  to 
aeoept  your  agreement ;  but  to  secure  the  £9000  to  the  school,  be  soggests  the 
following  simple  expedient  as  thp  only  way  of  meetius*  the  df  ficienn',  namely  : — 
that,  as  the  conveyance  to  ^Ir.  AVilliams  is  illcgiJ,  he  and  the  trustees  concur  in 
immediately  ofTerins  tlic  property  for  sale  by  auction,  and  that  the  present  pur- 
chaser pay  a  deposit  of  £i50  down,  and  give,  includingr  such  deposit,  LOiJOO  m  the 
event  of  the  estate  not  realising  more ;  but  should  it  realiiie  more,  the  exiieuscii  of 
aU  parties  to  be  paid  as  arranged,  and  the  Bgreemeni  altered  aooor^ngij^-the 
iMiiclia8d4D0iiH9r«  onder  anj  anoiunstanoeak  SKoxut  tothesdiooL  BytliissiiiiDils 
plaa  the  tnutees  ^riU  notonly  carry  oat  what  the  Court  will  bvtobcb,  and  secwre 
to  the  school.  0/ £9000  inatesd  of  £tfea 

We  knofw  that  Ur.  P.  Willi&ms  and  the  trustees  will  do  what  jfoa  adme,  and 
in  recommending  this  course  you  will  decidedly  act  for  the  best. 

^\Tjilc  \'^'rif  ing  on  this  stibjcd ,  allow  mc  to  express  my  surprise  at  finding  tliat 
the  trustees  did  not  liold  their  pledgcil  meeting  on  fhr  91st  instant.  Of  course 
you  advised  this;  but  I,  nevertheless,  care  not  to  rwk  the  completion,  feeling 
assurctl  the  Squires  and  Vicae  of  Brewood  Parish,  with  the  other  trusties,  if 
they  should  discover  any  unfair  oonoealmrait  of  facts  from  a  purchaser,  wiU  not 
oonseut  to  beMMWA^,  but  iroold  /ariiiM  fttum  mif  tUmi  U§  pufdknMMneif, 
wUkuUemt  krieelotd! 

I  fonrard  yonthe  draft}  and,  as  I  infonned  job  jesteEdsgr,  have  paid  thA 
deposit  into  the  bankfor  the  prssent,  to  the  credit  of  Mr.  WQliams  and  inTseU^ 
but  am  ready  to  pay  it  to  ffon,  and  sign  the  agreement,  or  entertam  any  suggeKiiom 
«i  4o  iUfom  ivhidk  does  not  interfere  with  the  two  points  I  have  adverted  to. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours  truly, 

HENRY  TDBNEIL 

Aooompaaying  this  letter  came  the  draft  of  an  agreement  from  Mr.  Turner, 
to  be  made  between  tlie  tnutees^  Mr.  P.  Williams,  and  hinuey!  It  recites  the 
Act  and  Mr.  Williams's  conveyance,  and  that  it  liad  been  represented  to  the 
trustees  and  otherwise  alleged  that  the  sale  to  Mr.  Williams  was  improper,  as 
having  been  made  at  aa  under  value  and  without  due  publki^,  and  that  thou^ 

debited  with  tbe  grow  r«o«lpt  from  the  iidn«s  ralmd,  wiUwat  Iwlag  OMditod  «Hh  th*  «zp«ikM 

of  getting  them.  Tho  total  receipt  tnm  the  mines  wm  ,  and  tho  total  exponne  of  xinking 
•nd  rttiting  Uiem  wm  .£18,150.  Mr.  XhonMyotoft  WM  appeaUng  against  thia  deciaion,  kn^ 
when  a  nagodatf oat  look  plaoo,  the  renill  of  whioh  vm,  that  the  two  noftgagea  wen  oonaoU> 

datcJ  witliout  rrforonro  to  legal  qaestioiis,  and  the  total  am  nnt  'f  lO.figfii,  of  tho  principal 
anme,  intoieat,  and  coata,  and  the  outlay  ia  woddag  the  miuea,  waa  aoowed  on  all  the 
propaitiBo. 
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Mr.  Wniiaras  iiot  admit  the  truth  of  such  representations,  he  had,  neverthe- 
less, for  the  sake  of  peace,  agreed  to  relinquish  his  purchase.  It  then  provides 
that  thr  ]iroi)erty  shu^l  he  put  uj)  by  the  trustees  to  auction,  ;uul  if  not  then  sold 
for  more  than  £9000,  Mr.  Turner  shall  pureha-se  it  at  that  sinu,  the  tru.stccs, 
**orT  OP  TifK  I'UKCHAsi:  MONiF.s  TO  BE  iuiciiiv£i»,  to  pay  to  .M r.  Williams  his 
aiuouut  of  JLIjOO,  and  the  rcaaouttbic  cost H  and  expenses  incurred  by  iiini,  or  on 
his  bchidf,  in  or  about  this  purchase ;  and  ah»o  the  reasonable  costs  and  expenses 
incDrred,  or  to  be  iacurad  by  the  said  Henzy  Timer,  or  on  his  behalf,  in  asoar- 
taming  and  procnring  esttmates  of  the  vahie  of  the  said  hereditamenta  or 
otherwfae  of  and  inddent  to  that  agreement  1 " 


Darlington-etieet,  June  24»  185$. 
Sir,--BefoTe  I  reply  to  your  strange  letter  of  this  mombg,  I  request  the 
name  and  ruldrrss  of  the  proposed  purchaser.  If  the  trustees  are  to  be  expected 
to  repay  him,  "  with  interest  twice  told,**  any  loss  he  may  sustain,  from  actuig  on 
yonr  represent  at  iotis  only,  it  ia  at  least  reasonable  that  their  agents  should 
communicate  with  him. 

1  am.  Sir,  yours  obediently, 

GEORGE  ROBINSON. 

Mr.  Turucr. 


Ik'fure  this  note  was  delivered,  Mr.  Turner's  elerk  called  on  Mr.  Robinson, 
with  u  note  from  Mr.  Turner,  tu  inquire  il  the  agreement  could  be  returned 
engrossed  that  day,  as  he  had  another  engagement.  Mr.  Sobinaon  replied  that 
Mr.  Tomer  mi^'Ut  go  out  that  afternoon;  and  added,  '*  that  agreement  will  never 
be  engroaaed." 


Wolverhampton,  June  24th,  1853. 

Another  letter  from  Mr.  Tomer  containing  nothing  bnt  the  grossest  scnrrility : 

and  a  postscript  as  follows  : — 

r.S. — Since  writini?  the  above  I  have  received  your  nott>,  reciuirini;  the  name 
and  address  of  the  proposed  i>urchaser.  /  am  the  proposed  purchaser,  and  you 
have  my  name  in  the  drufl.  /  have  borrmed  the  whole  amount,  with  £  1000  m 
addiiion  io  work  the  mines,  which  in  yonr  view  are  worthless.  Refer  to  Mr. 
WilliamB*B  letter  of  the  Slst  of  May,  containing  the  oilier.  He  says,  ''I  shall 
munediatety  oier  the  property  to  Mr.  Tuner,  at  his  own  Talne  (129000)."  Refer 
also  to  yoor  letter  of  the  30th  of  May,  wherein  jwMr  say,  "  I  am  inatrocted  by  Mx. 
Philip  Williams  distmctly  to  make  ifou  the  offer  of  the  proi)erty  at  £9000,  being 
the  sum  at  which  you  have  «m!er(aken  io  find  o  pureAtuer  for  i7." 

Do  not  cavil  at  words .    You  promised  me  iu  your  letter  every  facility. 
MKMMy  ia  aa  good,  and  will  be  found  equally  as  useful  to  the  school  as  yooia  or 
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Mr.  IrV'Uliaais's J  aaid  with  reference  to  the  estate,  in  the  event  of  my  becoming 
the  fortuuatc  purchaser,  it  wUi  be  as  uiclu.1  tu  Ui^st  U'  and  the  inhabiUiuts  of 
Bnewood,  aa  to  BCr,  Williams  and  ku  neighbours.  Brewood,  indeed,  is  poor 
enongh ;  fwffoodneu  aaiie,  donoiht  Aard^  but  give  m*  a  clUinee  wilk  Mr.  WilUamt 
in  the  specnktiaiir-tbe  property  6elo/i0  to  Brevood,  aod  an  inhabiiant  should 
have  a  pcbr  claim.  NeedluiifwMrtt  Mr.W3liaiii8i8irOIiiig/8hoQldpiiidia8e, 
and  why  should  you  object  ?  Have  you  any  satisfactory  reason  beyond  the  one 
left  by  you  in  Brewood  the  otlicr  day  ?  K  you  object  to  the  form  of  the  agree> 
tn(  n(,  place  it  before  the  members  of  the  Law  Society  in  this  town,  of  which  yon 
are  fihairman,  and  take  their  opinion  upon  it. 


Darlin^ton-strect,  Juuc  25lh,  1853. 

Sir, — If  I  liad  any  correspondence  with  you,  otherwise  than  as  the  solicitor  of 
Mr.  P.  VV  iiliaiii.s,  and  ns  to  your  ae(  i  pfancc  or  refusal  of  the  specific  offer  he  has 
made  to  you,  your  pcr&uualiuts  would  rcudcr  it  iiui)Ossible  for  me  to  couiinue  it; 
and  it  is  not  without  some  hesitation  that  I  now  reply  to  the  busiucss  part*  of 
yonr  letiera  of  yesterday,  if  any  parts  of  them  con  be  ao  called. 

It  has  thronghont  been  yonr  "  undertaking  to  find  a  pordiaser."  Ton  have 
everywhere^  nntil  yonr  last  letter,  referred  to  a  "  client,"  and  "  a  gentleman  in 
London."  There  is  a  habit  in  addressing  professional  people,  as  if  the  direct 
party;  and  it  has  never  been  supposed  by  Mr.  P.  Williams  that  his  ofier  was  made 
to  "  you,"  otlierMisc  thnn  in  that  sense — namely,  for  rx  client.  But  since  you 
raise  a  douht  on  this  point,  aud  have  declared  yourself  your  own  client— be  it  so. 

It  is  perfectly  immaterial  to  Mr.  P.  Williams  who  is  the  "  fortunate  purchaser/* 
and  there  is  not  any  objection  to  your  bein!?  that  individual.  We  uuly  want  the 
money.  Au  explicit  oiler  ha^>  beeu  made  to  you ;  it  has  be^  accepted,  and  the 
acceptance  heralded  in  the  preaa.  The  objection  to  it  bemg  fulfilled  by  yourself 
reats  only  on  yonr  own  aasnmpiion,  and  sacb  statements  as  those  in  yonr  letters 
of  yeaterday  will  spesk  for  themselTea.  To  pnhUsh  week  after  week  a  series 
<tf  assertions  jj^feHifng  the  ocndoct  and  honour  of  a  body  of  gentlemen  and  their 
agenta ;  to  represent  a  property  worth  five  times  what  it  has  been  sold  for ;  to 
"undertake  to  find  a  purchaser  for  it "  at  twice  its  amount ;  to  receive  an  olTcv  of 
it  on  your  own  terms  ;  to  accept  it  in  pul.)lie  triumph  ;  nnd  at  (lie  Inst  hour  to 
briiifj  forward  your  own  publications  for  the  ntm-peii'ormance  of  your  own  volun- 
taiy  engageiiieut,  admit  of  but  one  constructiou. 

To  expect  that  Mr.  P.  Williams  should  concede  his  property  and  his  liberality 
to  any  representations  and  threats  you  chose  to  make— to  take  iiiem  as  proof  of 
the  invalidity  of  hb  title— but  I  afaaU  not  answer  snch  demands ;  and  it  is  difficult 
to  imagine  anything  more  calculated  to  prednde  a  notice  of  them  than  audi  letters 
as  hare  accompanied  them,  and  that  they  have  no  weig^t^  too,  with  even  yonrself 
is  appatent ;  for  (destnictire  as  they  vouM  be,  if  worth  anything,  to  any  farther 
eonaidefaticii  of  the  subject  by  Mr.  P.  Williams  irath  reference  to  the  school,  and 

u 


150 


UTTIBB  SKUam  TO  TBS 


to  any  sale  by  Ixiin  to  any  oue),  in  a  subsequent  letter  you  have  written,  you  ask — 
whether  the  trustees  and  Mr.  Williams,  or  eiilter  party  will  put  up  the  property  by 
auction,  and,  if  it  sellii  for  uiorc  than  he  has  given  for  it,  the  trustees  to  have  it ; 
and,  il  it  does  not  sell  for  more,  he  may  be  aUowedto  keep  it  Mmadf ! 

If  (maoooidttifle  vithtiw  offer  aodyoiiraooeptanM 
on  We(hieidar  monmig  next,  yon  retmn  to  my  oSloe  the  dnft  of  the  agieeuMnt 
aent  youoa  1^  Slst  instont,  appfoved,  it  shall  be  execnted  by  Mr.  P.  Wniiam% 
and  dcliycred  to  you  at  four  o'dock  on  that  afternoon,  for  your  aignatore  and  the 
dQwsit.  If  (with  i^eienoe  to  your  new  requirement)  you  are  prepared  at  the 
same  time  to  make  an  appointment  for  depositing  the  rp??tdue  of  the  £900),  or  for 
producing  security  for  the  pannent  of  it  on  the  day  of  September,  in  tlic 
event  you  propose,  T  will  discuss,  sini|)ly  tls  a  matter  of  legal  business,  with  any 
solicitor  wlio  will  wait  on  me  on  )our  ijelialf,  the  means  of  meeting  your  ohjeo- 
tions,  without  any  compromii>c  either  of  Mr.  W  illiams's  right,  or  of  your  having 
the  most  marketid}le  of  titles. 

Bnt  as  to  take  the  least  tnmble  more^  ^rithont  a  prefums  oertainly  of  the 
£8000,  ill  dedined,  with  any  fnrOier  oacreflpondenoe  ipitb  yoo. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Yonr  obedient  servant. 

6£0ltG£  BOBINSON. 

Mr.  Turner,  Breirood. 


Darlington-street,  June  28,  1853. 

Sir,— Mr.  Robinson  has  just  been  authorised  by  Mr.  Plnlip  Williams  to  add 
this  postscript  to  his  letter  of  the  20th.  His  ever  concurring  in  your  ag-reement  is 
out  of  the  question  ;  and,  to  remove  every  po«5siblc  obstacle,  it  is  proi)osed  for  the 
trustees  to  be  parties  to  liis  agreement,  and  ratify  his  sale  to  yon  :  and  Mr.  WO- 
liams  will  then  waive  any  special  security  for  the  £9000,  beyond  the  deposit  and 
the  agreement. 

The  parties  aADoted  by  yonr  pnhlioations,  will,  of  eonxse^  hare  the  right  to  give 
their  ezplanationa  respeothig  the  property,  snd  all  the  dronmstanoea  of  its  sale.) 
name  this  to  prevent  mistake  hereafter. 

Ton  may  snbstitnte  Satnrday  for  to-morrow  morning,  for  the  retmn  of  the 
dnfb. 

I  am.  Sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

GJBOilGi;  CJUAAK. 

11.  Turner,  Esq. 

[The  preceding  letters^  from  page  186  to  page  145,  were 
pabliahed  by  Mr.  Tomer,  in  the  Wclvefrham^Um  and  Stafford- 
ihifM  'Herald  of  May  18,  1858.  They  were  followed  by  a  batch 
of  correspondoncCj  published  by  Mr.  iiobni^iou^  m  the  same 
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paper  of  June  29th  foUowmg^  (whch  commence  at  foot  of  page 
145.)  In  the  same  Bnmbery  Mr«  Turner  also  published  a  second 
series  of  letters,  in  which  sereral  of  those  given  by  his  opponent 
were  reproduced.  We  hare  omitted  some  of  these^  and  given 
tihe  necessary  references  where  sndi  omissions  occur.] 


MIL  n.  TUHNEll'S  SECOND  SERIES  OF  LETTERS. 
2b  tie  InkaHkmU  <f  Bnwood  and  iho  PubUe  ffSMfolfy, 

BREWOOD  SCHOOL. 

In  my  letter  of  List  week,  I  acknowleds:ed  the  receipt  of  the  draft  agreement 
herein,  and  fcxpressed  a  hope  that  the  contract  would  he  completed  ere  that  daj-'s 
impression  was  in  the  hauds  of  the  public;  in  this  1  am  for  the  present  disap- 
pomii  I,  for  the  reasons  appearing  in  the  following  eommunications,  to  which  1 
append  a  note  scut  to  me  by  a  dicut  on  the  17th  iiiiitaut,  and  I  make  no  remark 
npon  that  note  beyond  this,  that  I  hare  receited  it,  beUere  every  word  of  its 
oonteDte,  and  kaowtiist  Mr.  Bobmson  went  over  to  Brewood  and  called  upon 
Mr.  Gicene  the  da7  before^  altknigh  Hx.  Bobinsm  had  the  day  before  that  seen 
Ifr.  Greene  at  lua  office  m,  Wolvethampton,  and  deoUned  hia  renewed  offer  of 
£6000  nnta  I  had  abandoned  all  intention  of  bnying.  The  depoeit  money  is  still 
m  the  bank— I  only  require  a  marketable  title,  and  am  propared  to  oompiete  the 
agtement.  If  this  is  refused,  all  are  at  liberty  to  exercise  their  own  opinion  upon 
1^  extraordinary  transaction ;  and  in  order  further  to  assist  them  in  a  conclusion, 
1  unhesitatingly  add  from  my  stock  of  useful  information,  which  is  fur  from 
exhansted,  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Southern,  as  expressed  to  a  gentleman  of  estab- 
lished respectability,  that  he,  Mr,  Southern,  had  let  his  ma.^ter,  Mr.  P.  Williauis, 
into  "  a  good  thiug;"  had  recommended  his  instaut  acceptance  of  it,  aud  olfcrod 
to  give  him  the  same  amount  of  purchase  money,  when  he,  Mr.  P.  Williams, 
had  worked  the  nunes  untfl  he  was  tired. 

I  lemain,  your  obedient  serv^t, 

HENEY  TURNER. 

Brewood,  June  27th,  1S53. 


Wolverhampton,  June  23,  1853. 

BKEWOOD  SOHOOL. 

Dear  Sir,— T  am  waiting  the  return  of  your  draft  agreement  from  counsel, 
and  on  receipt  of  it  will  kamdli^ly  send  it  in.  I  ouly  left  him  at  half-past  five 
yesterday  afternoon,  and  receired  his  promise  that  he  would  forward  it  by  the 
mail  of  last  night. 

I  have,  however,  phoed  the  deposit  in  the  WolTerhampton  and  Siaffotdshire 
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Bank,  iu  the  joint  names  of  Mr.  WilliaiDS  and  myself,  in  order  fhaf  no  doubt 
should  emtof  my  client's  intention. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours  truly, 

HENRY  TURNER. 

Geo.  Robinson,  Esq. 


Thursday  Morning,  half-past  12. 
To  prcreut  any  mistake,  Mr.  Eobbscm  informs  Mr.  Tomer  that  no  payment 
to  any  aocoont  vnSk  be  noticed.  The  deposit  viU  be  xecetred  by  Mr.  WiUiams 
himself,  on  the  agreement  being  signed  by  the  real  bonajide  pniohaser.  For  tbo 
teat  'Mi.  fiobmaon  refeta  to  his  letteis. 


Wolrerbampton,  June  23rd,  1853.  liuii  past  10  ajn. 

BREWOOD  SCHOOL. 

Dear  Sir,— Notwithstanding  my  anadety  to  sign  the  agreement  prepared  by 
yon,  I,  neyertheless^  on  the  part  of  my  client,  deemed  it  pmdent  to  sobmit  the 
draft  to  the  Chancery  barrister,  before  whom  the  papers  herdnhaTe  been  Imd;  and 
I  am  glad  I  did  so,  for  he  immediately  conrinced  me  that  the  agreement  could  not 
bo  executed  as  drawn  by  yon,  and  every  lawyer  and  man  of  businesa  will  agree 
on  this  head. 

Counsel  lias  no  doubt  tlmf  the  convpvance  from  the  trustees  to  Mr.  P. 
Williams  is  not  wovih  a  shilling,  for  lliat  v.i\\\  notice,  and  all  the  published  slatc- 
mcnts  before  him,  lie  imrchased  an  esfafc  Iclougin?  to  a  public  charity  for,  to  say 
the  least  of  it,  a  very  inadcquale  suiu  ;  whieh  eirciuiibtHnee  is  not  at  all  iinpruvt  d 
by  the  fiict,  as  it  now  appears  from  your  draft,  that  the  purchase  was  hurriedly 
completed  on  the  SOth  of  Hay,  in  the  face  of  the  tmstee's  pled^  to  call  a  general 
meeting  for  the  31st  of  June,  for  the  porpose  of  having  the  transacUon  enquired 
into. 

Counsel  advised  that  if  my  dieni  purchased  firom  Mr.  P.  Williams  under  the 

agrecrartit  as  prepare*!  hy  you,  and  proceeded  to  woik  the  mines,  he  wo^dd  have 
to  account  for  all  prolils  and  hsc  allliis  dullay ;  and  in  confirmation  cited  the 
case  of  Thomcycroft  c.  Crocke  tt,  n  poitrd  in  H.  Simon's  reports,  (p.  H5) — You 
of  course  can  rrndily  sntisfy  youraelf  on  tliis  ixiint,  for  it  singularly  hai)pens  that 
you  were  the  solicilur  iu  liiiit  suit — have  the  papers  before  you,  and  can  iii>certaiu 
at  one  gkncc  the  probaUe  value  of  the  school  estate,  adjoined  as  it  is  by  the 
estate  the  snbjeel  of  the  snit ;  and  it  agaun  singularly  happens  that  seventy-eight 
acres  of  that  particular  estate  have  just  realised  the  sum  of  from  £30,000  to 
£25,000. 

With  all  these  facts  before  him,  oounsd  could  not  advise  any  purchaser  to 
accept  your  agreement ;  but  t  o  secure  the  £0000  to  the  school,  he  suggests  the 

fullowing  simple  expedient  as  the  only  way  of  meeting  the  difficulty — namely ; 
that  as  the  convcy.incc  to  >!r.  Williams  is  illegal,  that  he  nnrl  the  trustees  concur 
in  itumediately  oHering  the  property  for  sale  by  auction,  and  that  the  present 
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pfQloluuHr  pay  a  deposit  of  £450  down,  and  give,  inclading  sndi  depooit^  £9000  in 

the  event  of  the  estate  not  realising  more ;  but  should  it  realise  more,  the  expense 
of  all  parties  to  be  paid  ns  amnprcd,  nnd  the  acrrcrment  altrrrd  accordingly — the 
purchase  money,  mult  r  any  circnmstrinccs,  going  1o  the  sclioitl.  By  this  simple 
plan,  the  tr\istccs  will  only  carry  out  whut  the  court  yfili  et^'orce,  and  secure  to  the 
Bchooi  at  least  £9000,  instead  of  lioGO. 

Fir  imam  that  Mr.  P.  Williams  and  the  trustees  will  do  what  y<m  adtUe^  and 
in  noonunondiiiff  this  ooone^  joa  will  decidedly  aoi  for  the  beet. 

Whfle  mitiiig  on  thie  eidqeo^  allow  me  to  eqneas  mj  sorpriae  at  finding 
that  the  tnuteea^  sot  hold  tiieir  pledged  meeting  on  th^  ofcoune 
yon  adviaed  this ;  but  I,  nevertheless,  care  not  to  risk  the  completion,  feeling 
assured  that  the  Sqoirea  and  Vicar  of  Brewood  Parish,  with  the  other  trustees, 
if  they  should  discover  any  unfair  concealment  of  facts  from  a  purchaser,  will  not 
con^(^Tit  to  be  but  woold  forthwith  return  my  cUent  the  pnrchaae'moDfiy, 

with  interest  twie.'  toM. 

I  for^vanl  you  the  ilraft,  and  as  1  iuforined  you  yesterday,  have  paid  the  deposit 
in  the  bauk,  for  the  present,  to  the  credit  of  Air.  AViHiiuus  iuid  .mj'sclf,  but  am 
ready  to  pay  it  to  you,  and  sign  the  agreement,  or  entertain  any  suggestion  as  to 
its  focm,  which  doea  not  interfere  with  the  two  points  I  h«ra  adverted  to. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  yonra  truly, 

HENRTTUBNER. 

O.  Bobinaon,  Esq. 

P,8.^You  would  have  received  this  yesterday,  but  the  parcel  was  delivered 
^  oonasel  too  late,  and  ao  endorsed.  I  only  received  it  within  the  last  half>hoiir. 


\\  olvcrlianipton,  June  24th,  1853, 1  o'clock. 

Bni:WOOD  bCUOOL. 

Bear  Bir, — Shall  yon  be  able  to  return  me  the  agreement  engroased  to-day  P 
If  yon  can  do  so,  I  have  an  appointment  I  wish  to  ke^;  bnt  if  you  can,  and  will 
let  me  know  when  I  may  expect  it,  I  will  remain  at  the  office  tiie  wtiole  of  the 
afternoon,  to  execute  the  agreement  and  pay  over  the  deposit. 

I  am,  dear  Sk,  yours  truly, 

George  Robinson,  Esq.  HflNRY  TURNER. 


DarlingtoD'Street,  Jmie  ^tb,  1S53. 
Sir,— Befwe  I  reply  to  your  atrange  letter  of  this  morning,  I  reqnest  the 
name  and  addreaa  of  the  propoaed  parcbaaer. 

If  the  trosteea  are  to  be  expected  to  repay  him  "with  intereat  twice  told" 
ai^  loss  he  may  sustain  from  acting  only  on  your  representations,  it  is  at  least 
leasonable  that  their  agents  ahoold  communicate  with  him. 

I  am.  Sir,  yonrs  obediently, 
H.  Tnmer,  Esq.  G.  ROBINSON. 
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Wolverham^n,  June  24ih,  1853. 

BUEWOOD  SCHOOL. 

Dear  Sir,— I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  message,  dedming  to 
sell  me  the  property  on  the  terms  mentioned. 

loaniQBiodjiHfnibiiiy  indigiuium,  aiid  ain  almoet  oompeUed  to  qieak  b 
vaf  thwiff  loMffuoffe,  Allow  me,  howeyer,  to  designite  ycwr  obgeotkHias  merelj 
tuU^lfilfft,  and  in  oliincter  nHk  jour  ooniduot  m  the  managMaent  <rf  thia  nnfor- 
tamte  duai^  estafab  from  the  oomtnimnffineiit  to  the  ynaeai  time.  Will  thflne 
be  an  Loncst  man  in  Wolyeriuuniitoii,  wboflo  indignation  will  not  be  lOiued  in  the 
lugfaest  i  I  know  that  by  way  of  damaging  my  cbanoe  of  findm^  a  pnrchaaer. 
yon  have  been  offering:  the  estate  for  a  mnch  smaller  snm,  and  it  is  publicly  known 
that  yourself  and  Mr.  Williams  paraded  the  strerts  of  this  town  on  Wednesday 
last,  and,  in  the  presence  and  hearing  of  a  gentleman  from  London,  who  only 
waited  in  the  town  to  become  a  purchaser  in  the  event  of  my  relinquishing  it, 
offered  the  estate  to  any  one  at  ten  per  cent,  proiifc,  while  you  knew  that  on 
Thursday  week  last,  a  client  of  mine,  anxious  from  the  first  to  purchase,  and 
aolidted  tbe  price,  offered  yon  £0000,  notwitfaatanding  all  tbe  abnse  you  headed, 
at  the  interview,  npon  inyaelf  and  tiiia  nofcHrtn^^ 

Be  assured  youi  movementa  banre  been  watched  throughout — they  shall  be 
pnblidy  eq^oeed— «nd  yon  will  be  tangbt  that  andi  oondnot  is  no  longer  to  be 
cndnred  in  thia,  the  nineteentb  oentury. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours  truly, 
G.  Robinson,  Ik^i.  HENRI  TUfUiEE. 

[J  postscripi  to  this  letter  is  copied  at  full  len^k  inh  one  ^Mr,  Bcmiir80li*fl 
ieiient  and  will  befnmd  m  page*  148  trnd  140.] 


Wol?erhanipton,  June  25th,  1853, 

BREWOOD  SCIIUOL. 

Dear  Sir, — Not  having  received  back  from  you  the  draft  agreement  prepared 
by  counsel,  I  be^n  to  fear  my  anticipations  will  be  r&iliscd— namely  :  that  it  was 
never  intended  any  one  should  purchase  the  school  estate,  and  be  placed  in 
a  position  to  teat  the  Yaloe  of  it  aa  soon  as  posaeasion  was  delivered.  If  a  sale 
be  really  intended,  can  it  matter  frmn  what  aonroe  the  money  oomeaf  That  it 
iRMiitf  be  fovthooming,  the  cuoomatanoea  of  my  hwring  pmd  £160  on  aocoant  is  a 
tdeeaUe  indicatioo  of  the  sinberitjof  my  intention  to  inuchaae-tMHttioolarly  aa 
I  must  also  pay  the  bahmoe  of  £8,650  before  the  estate  ooold  be  touched  I !  I 
am  prepared  to  complete,  accept  a  marketable  title,  and  give  £9,000  on  the  terms 
offered.  This,  hower,  to  you  is  not  anffioient.  X  only  wish  to  test  the  value  of 
the  estate,  and  the  fairness  of  the  sale. 

A  Ht'ujMi  attaehes  to  myself  or  m„\e  parties — let  us  luivc  it  cleared  up;  and 
with  this  view  1  suggest  the  following  simple  mode  of  removing  all  future 
doubts. 
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WiU  the  trastees  tmd  Mr.  Williams,  or  either  party,  submit  tho  property  to 
sale  to  the  highest  bidder  by  publie  auetion  -if  it  should  be  less  than,  or  only 
£4,560,  Mr.  P.  Wiliiauis  should  retain  fiio  estate,  and  the  parishioners  of 
Brewood  shall  pay  the  expenses  of  the  sale — if  it  should  exceed  that  amount,  the 
highest  bidder  shall  be  the  purehaser^  ou  the  usual  oouditious  of  sale,  and  tho 
proceeds  banded  over  to  the  trustees  P 

If  the  trusts  and  Mr.  P.  Williams  arc  'advised  not  to  accede  to  tliiis  teat, 
vOl  tli«7  allow  tlie  pariikioiim  of  Brewood  to  ptoTc  the  existence  and  value  of 
tlie  mines,  by  mpbying  a  competent  penon  to  bon^  at  their  own  eqwose^  but 
under  the  saperintendotoe  of  tbemadTes,  the  said  traeteesj  Hr.  WilliaBis,  and 
thur  agents? 

If  thejr  object  to  this,  wfllfAdy  suggest  someother  and  fiurooone  of  testing 
theTalnec^  the  estate  and  fnrness  of  the  sale? 

If  tbcj  object  to  tins,  I  will  ssk  aU  and  every  gentleman  in  Wolverhampton 
openly,  privately,  or  in  conidenoe,  to  favour  me  wifli  a  suggestion,  by  vdudi  the 
value  can  be  &irly  aaoertainB^  and  the  existing  aspcnicms  saddled  on  the  rig^ 
ahoolders. 

Surely,  you  will  advise  the  tnutess  to  take  some  of  these  offers,  or  give  the 

parishioners  of  Brewood  and  the  public  every  explanation  in  their  power^the 
public  axe  interested  in  the  qoestiimi,  and  with  mixiety  await  tome  account. 

As  far  as  I  am  concerned  everything  has  been  done  to  secure  £9,000  to  the 

school.  T  w-ent  up  to  London  with  your  offer,  and  in  (hre/^  days  afterwards  the 
siune  was  aeeornplished,  and  a  deposit  of  £^0  now  lies  in  the  Wolverhamptou 
and  Staffordshire  13auk. 

If  therefore  the  parties  concerned  refuse  any  suggestion,  they  undonbtedly 
must  add  to  the  dready  numerous  explanations  which  they  shortly  musl  fftce,  why 
the  trustees  hurriedly  completed  the  purch;isc  to  ^Nlr.  P.  Williams,  on  the  SOtb 
May,  after  havmg  received  notice  at  their  uiecting  held  ou  the  10th,  of  the  facts 
comieoted  with  this  extratmlmary  case,  and  pledging  themsdves  to  a  fall  investi- 
gation befose  a  general  meeting  of  all  the  trostees  upon  the  81st  June. 

I  mamn,  dear  Sir,  yours  tmly, 

liENllY  TUliNER. 

George  BAhmson,  Esq. 


Darb'ngrton-street,  Saturday  evening,  6  o'clock. 

Sir, — Your  letter  of  to-day  just  delivered,  would  not  have  been  o^xined  if  Mr. 
Robinson's  reply  to  those  of  yesterday  had  been  in  your  hands,  for  the  reason 
given  in  his  reply  to  those  letters,  which  was  written  before  and  being  copied 
when  your  letter  of  to-day  came  in. 

You  will  receive  that  reply  in  due  course,  and  it  may  probably  save  you  much 
tiouble.if  I  inform  you,  that  with  the  exception  of  the  acceptance  and  f uliihnent 
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of  jonr  own  offier,  it  naj  not  be  thooglit  neoessaxy  to  oonaiilt  or  oonaider  your 

cpbionji. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

G£OKG£  CLARK. 

H.  Turner,  Esq. 


Woberbatoptoii,  June  87tfa,  1853. 

BRETTOOD  SCHOOL. 

Dear  Sir,— I  liave  to  acknowledge  your  note  of  Saturday  night,  professing  to 
be  written  by  Geo.  Clark,  and  in  reply  to  say,  that  it  u  so  ingeaioaaly  wiitten 
that  I  cannot  decipher  its  menninGT. 

All  1  require  is  to  complete  my  contract  with  a  simple  ii\:u  ketable  t  ille.  And 
after  what  has  already  been  said  and  written  on  the  sulijcct,  there  is  no  other 
course  o])en  t'nr  you  hut  to  adrisc  the  trustees  to  accept  tlie  agreement  as  drawn 
by  couusei  without  any  hcsitatiou.  They  will  have  uty  £430  iu  iiajid  to  pay  all 
expenses,  and  at  once  satisfy  pablio  curiosity  and  mtereat. 

I  rBmab,  dear  Sir,  yoora  truly, 
O.  Eobinaoii,  £14.  HENEY  TUBKEB. 


"Woh  ciharapton,  June  27,  1853,  Six  o'clock. 
Dear  Sir,— I  have  waited  in  the  olTiee  the  whole  of  tliis  day,  hoping  to 
receive  the  draft  afcTeement  from  yon— will  yoti  send  it  in?    You  bavo  bad  it  in 
your  possession  since  half-past  ten  o'clock  ou  i'riday  morninij:  last. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  > ours  truly, 

UEMIY  TURNKii. 

Q.  Robiiuan,  Sea. 

Tuesday  Morning,  I^'ine  o'clock. 

Snr, — It  was  condoded  you  bad  a  copy  of  your  draft. 

lir.  Bobinsoii  intended  yon  to  have  the  aidosed  letter  yesterday  nommg, 
Imt  it  did  not  eome  from  the  press  before  he  had  to  go  ont.  ITbssreyon  anym- 
oonTcnienoe  from  the  delay,  I  beg  to  name  that  joo.  may  snhstitute  Saturday  for 
IVediiesday  morning,  and  that  Mr.  Robinson  wiU  poUish  m  the  Wbherkampim 
Giromek,  of  to-morrow, 

1st. — Your  note  of  the  22nd. 

2nd.— Your  first  letter  and  the  postscript  of  yoor  seoond  letter  of  the  Slth. 

3rd. — The  substance  of  your  agreement. 
4th. — And  the  enclosed  letter. 

This  course  is  obviously  necessary  to  state  the  business — the  rest  you  will  do 
on  your  own  responsibility. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
H.  Tmmr,  Esq.  GEORGE  CLARE. 
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W^olverhampton,  June  28, 18S3. 

Dear  Sir,— I  at  once  rcjjeet  your  draft  aent  in  on  the  Slat  inataat,  and  again 
aqmas  ray  xeadineaa  to  accept  the  iilain  and  atmiileaeieemflnt  aettledl^  connael, 
as  the  only  one  under  tiie  cbcnmaiaiM^  that  can  safdy  be  accepted. 

If  you  intend  a  sale,  why  not  doie  P  Why  thiB  extraordinary  diflkolty  and 
heaitation  aft  the  last  moment  ? 

If  you  eonsviH  the  interests  of  the  school,  accept  the  ajnwmcnt  without  a 
momrnt'x  hesitatiou,  pailicularly  as  you  wrote  to  a  man  in  Brcwuod  a  few  thij  s  ago, 
that  "  ijo  where  ron  woiJd,  in  or  out  of  \\  olverhmnptoo,  (nic  opinion  only 
prevaih  il,  nainel\  ,  that  the  property  was  worth  no  more  than  £4500,  and  had 
been  well  sold  for  that  sum ! ! !  " 

You  object  to  being  the  purdiaser.  Hadlinaerted  any  utter  name»  you 
vodd  hafe  then  eroded  the  aale^  apon  the  gronnd  that  the  property  vaa  offered 

andnot«Mo/il«r. 

At  the  ChilUngton  Kast^lay,  yesterday,  I  hear  yon  abnaed  me  to  your  heart's 

ccmtent,  and  had  it  all  your  own  way.   Was  not  this  cotcarffh/  imd  nMmanl§  ? 
When  1  met  you  before  the  tnuteea,  did  T  not  invite  you  to  speak  and  say  all  you 
cotihl?    Did  you,  could  yon,  say  anyiliini^  ?    You  refus(;d  to  do  80^  / 
ike  room.    Are  you  the  man  to  blacken  another's  character ! ! ! 

You  refuse  to  tlo  what  is  riijht  and  jp^t.   Excuse  my  telHng  you  that  there 
are  waj's  and  meaus  of  enforcin-^  it,  and  will  be  followed  out  to  the  end,  in  spite 
of  all  the  money  and  influence  that  will  be  brougui  agam&t  us.    L>  it  nut  a  bhuiiie 
that  a  charity  should  be  tfans  ahnaed  and  mmed  1 ! 
Tour  last  letter  is  a  complete  dmffie, 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours  tidy, 
0.  Bobinacn,  Isq.  HENRY  TUEKEE. 

f  (  '<*]>ii  -\olt'  above  refenrd  fu.) 

Dear  Sir,— 1  saw  ili.  Hay  just  now,  who  informed  me  tliat  Mr.  Robinson, 
who  had  ealled  iQon  me  yeatecday,  during  my  abaenoe  from  home,  had  called  to 
aay  that  if  he  muat  propose  me  aa  a  pnrdiaser  of  the  pn^erly  at  WiUenhaU,  it 
nmat  be  after  Mr.  Toner  had  given  it  up,  and  then  on  the  following  conditioiia, 
via.,  that  I  mnat  have  nothing  to  do  with  you  in  the  tnnaaeiion  either  aa  partner 
or  others  ii>e,  as  he  was  resolved  to  have  nothing  more  to  do  with  you  m  any  one 
way  or  other  in  future,  and  he,  Mr.  Hay,  had  every  reason  to  believe,  niul  indeed 
to  fed  oerUun  that  if  you  do  not  close  this  day,  the  matter  will  be  off.  1  name 
this  as  a  matter  of  caution  to  you,  nnd  to  shew  yon  that  no  tirne  should  he  lost. 

T  will  c;ill  upon  yon  shortly,  and,  if  necessary,  aeeompany  you  to  Woiver- 
haxupton,  as  I  want  to  have  from  Mr.  Eobinson's  own  mouth  the  above  proposi- 
tion, beiug  indignant  at  his  treatment  tu  you. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours  truly, 

Brewood,  June  17ib,  1853,  CHARLES  H.  GRJEIENE. 

V 
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MR.  H.  TURNBR'8  THIRD  81RISS  OF  LETTERS. 

To  the  laAabiiamis  €f  Bfewood,  amd  tk$  Pubiie  generatljf, 

BBBWOOD  SCHOOIb 

I  lay  befSne  JOT  liw  followinff  kitten  iMim 

WHh  nfeceiioe  to  Mr.  Sontliam't  denial  of  the  Btatemeot  made  to  Hr. 
Jones,  I  can  only  eay  that  I  rtoamA  the  infonnalion  some  time  ago  firooi  Mr. 
Green,  aorseon,  of  Brcwood,  to  whom  I  have  referred.  He  has  favoured  me  with 
»  note,  a  oopy  of  whidi  X  act  out ;  the  substance  ia  the  same,  althoupch  there  may 
be  .some  difference  in  the  words.  T  h«ve  also  rpceiVcd  Die  iindorneaih  ktter  firom 
Mr.  Bro^^i  and  ^fr.  Rushton,  the  two  Masters  of  the  School. 

I  have  only  to  say  flial  f  here  is  not  a  person  in  Brrwootl  wlio  has  complained 
in  stronger  or  more  iudignant  tcniis  of  the  u'eneral  inana^n.-nu'iit  of  this  charity 
thffn  Mr.  }\'-^lil(>}} !  There  is  not  a  family  visited  by  him  but  that  has  heard  his 
coii.iilaiiits  ujioii  this  sulijcet  over  and  over  a?nin.  He  has  conversed  with 
soliciloi  ,s  and  barristers  thereon,  .ind  been  lulvLsed  by  his  friends  to  institute,  legal 
proceedings.  Witliin  the  last  few  weeks  he  has  censured  the  Tmsteea  finr  their 
conduct  m  pulling  down  and  lebmldfaig  the  school  under  the  circumstanoes 
attending  it.  Hi^  frm  ike  Jtnt,  found  fault  with  the  mode  adopted,  and  ia  the 
laat  man  to  turn  xound  and  ^de  to  my,  what  he  is  pleasedio  call,  "irritatuig 
remailES. "  If  1  had  not  interfered,  woold  either  of  these  gentlemen  have  pro- 
tested atrainst  the  sale  P  Should  wc  have  heard  one  Tvord  of  it  ?  Would  the 
Brcwood  i>eople  ever  have  knotcn  that  a  sale  had  taken  place  ?  Should  we  have 
Iienrd  of  "the  liberal  and  disinterested  manner  in  whieh  Mr.  Philip  Williams  had 
acted  with  reference  to  the  Willenhall  property,"  and  "of  the  liberal  inlcntions 
towards  the  .school  which  he  originally  ent(  rtiiined  ?  **  Do  the  Brewood  ptH)ple  for 
a  iiiouitut  supiiose  that  the  school  would  have  benefitted  by  it  ?  Not  at  all !  it 
would  have  dragged  on  its  course  as  it  has  done  for  the  last  twenty  years. 

These  gentlemen  imagine  tlial.  Mr.  Williams  has  all  jdoug  eoutemplatcd  a 
sale  by  auction,  and  giving  the  school  the  benefit  of  it ;  this  is  absurd,  for  it  has 
been  the  very  point  upon  which  we  have  diaagroed,  and  the  aale  to  me  for  £9,000 
gone  off.  It  is,  in  fact,  the  ady  point  not  conceded.  Mr.  BiownandMr.  Roahton 
were  in  Wolverhampton  together  upon  the  day  these  leltera  were  written,  and  I 
beg  to  aak  if  Mr.  RotunaoD  tookany  part  in  the  dictating  or  supervising  of  them, 
if  they  were  not  written  at  his  house  or  at  his  offices,  and  if  their  wording  had 
not  to  be  considerably  modified  and  altered  befose  the  aignaturea  of  both  gentlemen 
could  he  obtained  ? 

Will  Mr.  iiobiuson  answer  these  questions  r — quest  ions  wliich  of  themselves 
arc  M  <t  material,  further  than  to  show  how  curiously  and  variedly  changes  can  be 

wrought  out. 

The  public  will  neither  be  deceived  nor  satisfied  with  these  letters  ;  their 
opinion  of  this  transaction  will  contmue  unaltered  until  they  are  satisfied  that 
'  Mines  and  veins  of  Coal  and  Ironstone  in  and  under  the  said  Hereditaments ' 
(the  words  of  the  Act)  do  not  exiat. 
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I  am,  in  some  respects,  quite  unfortimatc  in  this  matter,  for  I  have  this 
(Saturday)  momini:  been  iuformed  by  Mr.  Beech,  for  the  firat  timc^  tliai  he,  \nth 
Mr.  ClifTc  and  Mr.  Davcuixirt,  intend  to  iiLScrt  in  Wednesday's  paper,  a  repudiation 
of  the  use  of  tlieir  names.  1  can  only  say,  that  on  leavin-^  Mr.  Robmson  in 
l^olTerhmuptou,  on  Wednesday  ]a.sf.  if  ^Ir.  Beech  iiad  apprised  me  of  any 
objection,  the  circulars  might  have  been  wiiiidrruwn. 

On  Monday  the  11th  instant,  I  called  upon  each  goitlemon,  as  being  the 
flitt  who  took  aothre  steps  in  the  matter,  and  deaily  ohtwsed  pcnniaaioii  to  um 
tiieiriiaaiM :  aoHndj  vie  I  ooofinoed of  fbas,  that oa  Wednesday  I  left  Mr. 
Beeohsportuiiiof  the  oirnilarB.  I  know  these  paitiee  have  heen  iDformed  that 
;  hjkndnvtSicirnaiiiestb^infmr  alia]nUty  I  have 

hjr  me  a  wnttcn  statement,  which  any  one  may  see,  bearing  this  out. 

Mr.  JBeeoh  ssjn  tiiat  he  made  it  contingent  upon  my  ealling  a  pnblio  meeting. 
It  h  true  a  public  meeting  was  snj»jrrsted ;  but  upon  8ceinf?  other  parties  I  vras 
conviueed,  from  circuiustauccs  which  I  eoinnninicated  to  Mr.  Bflech  tliis  morning-, 
of  the  inutility  of  it.  A  public  inecling  liais  been  the  o/i/i/  point  upon  which  there 
has  been  any  difference  of  opinion  between  us ;  and,  from  the  first,  1  have  not 
hesitated  to  say  tluit  it  would  be  impolitic. 

With  referenoe  to  other  points,  all  arc  still  agreed  as  to  the  extraordinary 
diaiaeter  of  this  sale,  and  wiU  not  net  satisfied  imtQ  the  estate  is  le^^^  IhaTe 
to  thank  my  anoaymoas  and  other  fiiends^  who  have  liborally  responded  to  the 
appeal,  and  only  legret  that  they  prohibit  the  pohUoatioa  of  their  qiinions. 

I  lenoain  yours  obediently, 

HEimY  TUEMEIU 

Darlington-strcot,  Woiverhonipton,  July  16,  1853. 


Wolverhampton,  July  7, 1853. 

8tr,— Regardless  of  my  own  fedings  and  of  my  previous  determination,  1 
fioel  it  to  be  (for  a  reason  which  may  appear  in  the  seqiul)  a  thify  to  tiie  Tmstees 
and  the  Chari^,  to  address  this  letter  to  yon  myself. 

The  limited  attention  paid  to  your  notice  of  injonetion,  and  yoar  other 
threats  of  legal  proceedings,  ought  to  have  shown  you  how  little  the  Trustees  and 
theur  agents  sought  to  avoid  inquiry,  and  I  might  long  since  have  requested  you 
to  carry  such  tlireats  into  execution,  but  fur  two  reasons ;  in  the  first  place,  such  a 
n^ult  TTouJtl  necessarily  have  been  one  of  business  and  therefore  of  profit  to  myself, 
and  in  the  next  \yhce  it  w  ould  involve  the  masters  of  the  school  in  ruin,  by  taking 
their  already  siu:ill  incomes  for  costs. 

In  the  U'ulctit'hijimpion  i^hrnnicle  of  to-day,  you  again  repeat  your  iisicrtion 
tlwt  your  offer  of  £9,000  is  refused.  1  will  make  no  comment  and  no  repetition 
on  what  has  already  been  said  on  that  subject,  but  I  esnnot  permit  yon  to  make 
that  misrepresentation  with  Jmpunity.  We  treat  a  payment  of  £460  into  a  bank 
as  worae  than  nothtog,  with  conditions  that  make  its  acoeptanoe  and  veeeipt  im« 
possible ;  and  (avoiding  all  personal  referoioe)  we  do  not  feel  caUed  npon  to  incur 
serious  expenses  on  any  uncertainty  whatever  respecting  the  receipt  of  the  £9,000. 
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If,  liii  >ou  sUklc,  you  ha\  c  borrowoii  i,13,000,  the  money  is  in  your  own  hands  and 
can  be  paid  into  court ;  if  it  is  to  bo  advanoed  cm  your  tilie  being  perfected, 
the  party  lending  it  can  be  s  party  to  the  agraeinait  of  sale,  ind  engage  to  adv^^ 
it  at  the  neoeasaiy  time,  or,  pndueiti0  anif  ofker  good  $ecurify /or  ike  purehtm 
mmejf,  the  matter  can  be  ended.  I  have  had  no  opportimity  of  ooofliittuig  K|r* 
Philip  Williams  or  the  Trustees  on  the  sn^^tion  made  m  the  noto  of  Mr.  George 
CSark  yesterday,  but  tlie  sense  of  honour  that  has  influenced  the  one,  and  the  per- 
manent interest  which  so  many  of  the  othcns  of  rank  and  possessions  have  in  the 
welfare  of  the  scliool,  rnnvinrc  me  that  they  would  ratify  a\  h:i(  T  rim  about  to  say. 
Produce  a  bi'^iit'\ss-lik'-  .sfcuriht  f'n'  the  purrfui^r  nion/'i/,  and  I.  ent^age  that  the 
Trustees  shall  lay  every  circumstance  before  the  court,  and  ol)tain  a  refrreiiw 
from  the  master  for  the  couiirnmtion  of  Mr.  Williamb's  sale  to  you,  or  of  course 
return  the  money  ;  and  I  give  you  imtil  ten  o'clock  on  Saturday  morning  for  your 
aooeptanoe  tut  refasal  of  this  propossL  But  this  k  snbjeot  to  the  draft  of  tiie 
agreement  having  the  neoeesary  additions  at  onoe  made  to  it»  that  there  may  be  no 
after  diSmnoe  on  that  point»  or  if  you  wish  to  withdraw  your  officTy  or  yon  are 
not  able  to  fdfil  yoor  nndertakmg,  say  so  at  <moe.  In  one  word,  cany  into  effect 
your  eni^'^a'^cmcnt,  and  so  conclude  this  business,  or  truly  retire  from  that  engage- 
ment,  that,  if  yet  iK>Bdble,  the  charity  may,  under  any  admissible  circomstances, 
have  the  benf! fit  f  . supposing  there  may  be  any  benefit)  of  the  liberal  intentions 
expressed  by  3lr.  P.  Williams  the  instant  he  heard  of  any  objection  to  his  purchase, 
and  without  having  th^secn  cue  word  nf  your  stateuients. 

I  am,  su",  your  obedient  ServuQt, 
Mr.  Turner.  G.  IIOBINSON. 


Wolvcrhanipton,  July  8,  1853. 
Dear  sir,^ — In  reply  to  yours  of  ycstenhiy,  T  be?  to  remiiKl  you  that  my  "wish 
from  the  eoniMKiieenirnt  a\ms  to  have  liie  several  complaints  of  mismanagement 
and  sale  of  the  School  Kstato  investigated  by  an  mibiasMid  p^irty ;  which  course  I 
suggested  to  the  Trustees  as  a  body  on  whom  the  parishioners  of  Brewood  had  a 
rig^t  to  depend.  Goanad  proposed  as  the  ady  means  of  renomg  donbto  as  to 
value  or  title,  thai  the  property  should  be  submitted  to  public  oompetition,  and 
that  I  shodd  bid  as  the  hw9»t  prioe  iS8,000.  I  aeqniesced  in  this  anangement, 
and  paid  into  the  Bask,  as  a  guarantee,  £460.  By  the  aooeptanoe  of  these  simple 
and  inexpensive  plans,  £9,000  would  have  been  secured  to  the  School,  and  all 
litigation  avoided. 

These,  however,  yon  have  altogether  refused,  I  therefore  must  decline  any 
correspondence  thereon,  liirtlier  tlian  absolutely  ncrc*!sary,  for  two  reasons — the 
ilrst  is  that  proceedings  are  being  taken  against  the  Trustees  and  Mr.  P.  Williams, 
to  set  aside  the  present  sale,  and  give  all  partiec*  an  e(ju;d  chance  of  purchaisijig 
by  open  competition,  and  to  afford  the  Trustees  an  op^Kirtunity  of  giving  every 
explanation  in  thdr  power.  The  s^iond— because  I  have  received  the  following 
eomptehensiTe  paragraph  extracted  from  your  noto  of  the  1st  instant  addzesied  to 
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Mr.  C.  Crren :— "  I  hiTe  not  the  HeraU  of  Wednesday,  I  lia?e  desived  A  proTes- 
sioiiai  ftiend  to  attend  to  the  publications  that  appear  in  it. " 

I  may  add  that  tlic  simple  facts  to  be  proved  arc  the  existence  of  the  mines, 

Lhcir  valtic,  and  whether  tho  estate  has  been  fairly  sold,  and  worth  only  its  surface 
rnhii'  ;  t  hese  i)oint8  cannot  be  settled  liy  a  new  .spaper  warfare,  and  the  best,  surest, 
most  simplr,  and  only  plan  is  to  test  it  liy  piililie  nurtion,  particularly  as  it  is  an 
estate  belonging  to  a  charity,  and  should  have  received  ail  the  care  and_interest  it 
Xas  possible  to  bcstow. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  yours  truly, 
G.  Bobsnson,  Esq.  AT  TUKNER. 


(Coj^  ni  Ncie  rtfemd  to.) 

Brevood,  July  8th,  1853. 
My  dear  Sir,— In  reply  to  yonn  of  yeaterday  on  the  anbjeet  of  Mr.  Sonthaa's 
comnmnicatioiw  to  Kr.  Jooes^  idatiTe  to  the  sale  of  the  Btewood  8diool  property 
to  Mr.  Philip  WflEaanai,  IbegtoaaytbatlCr.  Jcneainfomiedmethathehadseen 

Hr.  Sonthan  a  short  tune  before,  vfaotold  him  "that  he  (Mr.  S.)  had  rccom- 
landed  Mr,  Williams  to  purchase  the  proiierty  if  it  could  lie  !?ot  for  £5,000,  as  it 
would  be  a  good  bargain  at  that  price,  and  that  be  told  Mr.  WiUianis  that  wheu 
he  was  tired  of  it  he  would  take  it  oft  his  hands  at  the  I'riec  "  Mr.  Jones  also 
.said  tliat  Mr.  Soutlian,  on  the  same  oeea.sion,  told  him  that  "  he  (  Mr.  S.)  had 
some  years  ago  purckised  a  small  piece  of  land  very  near  the  said  estate;,  and 
before  he  gave  it  up  he  cleared  £8,000  out  of  it." 

Yours  faithfully, 

Henry  Turner  Esq.,  Brewood  HaU.  CHAKLES  II.  GIl££N£. 


( Copif  qf  Mr»  Brom^M  and  Mr,  BiuAim'*  Lefkr  r^erud  io.J 

Brewood  Grammar  School,  July  11th,  1853. 
Dear  Sir, — We  think  that  we  shotild  not  be  dealing  fairly  with  you  if  we 
did  not  forward  yon  a  oopy  of  aletter  which  we  have  this  eTening  sent  to  Mr.  P. 

Wflliams. 

Since  it  appears  to  us,  that,  by  either  acoepl  in^?  Mv.  P.  Williams'  oiler,  or 
allowing  him  to  carry  out  the  intentions  which  in  his  letter  he  states  that  he  has 
exi)r(\'>sed  to  su  many  persons,  you  will  most  cffcclually  promote  the  welfare  of 
this  School,  we  entreat  you  to  pause  before  taking  steps  which  will  not  only 
deprive  the  School  of  the  benefit  of  Mr.  WiOlanis'g  kindness,  but  also  involve  it 
and  ounelTea  in  difficdties  out  of  wliich  it  is  impossible  to  see  onr  way. 

We  are,  dear  sir,  Tery  tmly  yoacB, 

J.  H.  BBjOWN, 

Henry  Tomer,  Esq.  WM.  RU8HT0N. 
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( Coyjt  <if  LcUcr  tu  Mr.  WUlianu.) 

Browood,  July  11,  1S53. 
Sir, — As  Masters  of  the  Brcwood  Graiuiuar  School,  whose  interests,  in  case 
of  Htigatioo,  will  be  materially  affected,  we  feel  sofe  tlut  yoa  will  pardon  the 
libeitgr  we  take,  in  addiesBmg  you  on  a  snbjeot  of  great  importaaoe  to  oondves 
and  the  bcIioqI. 

In  common  with  every  mie  who'haa  had  an  opftortnnity  of  obaerving  the 
liberal  and  disinterested  manner  in  which  yon  hare  acted,  with  reference  to  the 
property  at  Willenhall,  lately  purchased  by  yourself  from  the  Trust  ccs  of  this 
School,  we  hoped  that  by  the  acceptance  of  your  offer,  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Tunwr, 
yott  wouhl  have  been  enabled  to  Q-^rrj  your  very  kind  intentions  into  effect. 

Fearing,  however,  that  there  is  now  no  prospect  of  such  a  result,  wc  cannot 
hesitate  to  retiacst  that  you  will  not  allow  the  refusal  of  your  oiTer,  or  any  irritat- 
ing remarks  made  by  Mr.  Turner,  to  intcrforc  with  the  fuliilment  of  those  liberal 
intentions  towards  the  School  which  you,  in  thai  Ciise,  originally  entertained,  and 
whidh  we  have  alwaja  diatinet]y  imdoratood  finm  Mr.  Bobrasoa  to  be  an  offisr  of 
the  property  by  public  oompetitlon. 

We  have  the  hononr  to  be»  aar, 

Yoor  fiuthfal  and  obedient  aemnta, 

J.  n  BROTO,  Head  Master, 
WM.  EUSHTON»  Seoond  Master. 

Philip  Williams^  Esq. 


SALE  OF  BRBWOOD  SCHOOL  ESTATE. 

The  sale  of  the  school  estate,  by  ])ul)lic  auction,  iook  place 
in  the  Litter  end  of  the  year  1853,  aud  is  tlius  noticed  in  the 
Wolvcrkaritptou  Jferald,^ov.  2: — "  Brewood  8«  tto(il  Estate. — 
"  On  Wednesday  last  this  estate,  to  which  public  attention 
has  been  directed  by  lengthy  communications  appearing  in  this 
pnper,  was  disposed  of  by  public  anctioHi  at  the  Swan  Hotel,  by 
Mr.  H.  S.  Walker.  The  proceedings  were  opened  by  the  read- 
ing of  a  paper  by  Mr.  George  Eobinson^  solicitor,  tlio  contents 
of  which  we  have  not  been  able  to  procure ;  after  which  Mr. 
Chambley,  of  OoTen,  roae,  and  said  tiiat  as  an  old  inbabitant  of 
Brewood,  be  protested  against  the  course  taken  by  Mr.  Bobinaon, 
and  averred  that  the  statement  read  was  damaging  to  the 
property.  His  remarks  were  received  with  cheers  by  a  portion 
of  the  company,  which  was  nnmerons.  Mr.  Home,  a  London 
solicitor,  inquired  whether  the  trustees  of  the  school  concurred 
in  the  sale,  and  whether  they  would  concur  in  the  conveyance. 
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Mr.  Robinson  replied  that  they  would  not;  and  Mr.  Home 
.  then  remarked  that  under  those  cmnunstanceB  he  should  decline 
to  bid  for  the  property.  Mr.  Riley,  solicitor,  Wolverhampton, 
started  the  biddings,  and  after  five  advances  it  was  knocked 
do?m  for  £6400  to  Mr.  Venables,  a  wholesale  clothier  from 
London,  and  who  is  a  member  of  the  City  Corporation.  Mr. 
PhiHp  Williams,  who  panduused  tho  property  for  £4560,^  stated 
that  having  some  spare  cash,  he  bought  the  estate  on  specula- 
tion, with  a  view  to  realise  a  profit  upon  it,  and  that  he  ought 
not  therefore  to  be  found  fault  with. — Mr.  Henry  Turner,  of 
this  tONvu,  iLiiKii  krd  that  he  did  not  complain  of  the  conduct  of 
Mr,  Williams  so  iiiuch  as  that  of  tlio  trustees.  His  complaint 
wn^  that  Mr.  Williams  was  allow  od  to  Ijc  the  only  spt^culator  in 
StaUVtnlsliin^ — if  there  was  to  have  been  any  speculation  at  all, 
the  sale  sliould  hnvo  been  thrown  open  to  the  puhlie, — Tliore 
was  ^onie  disappointment  ex])ressed  respecting  tlie  absence  of 
descriptive  flans  of  property ;  Mr.  Tuimer  was  requested  to 
show  plans  he  was  known  to  possess^  bat  declined  to  prodoce 
them." 


MJi.  rnUilP  WlLLiAAlS  i>  LETTER  TO  TILE  IKHAiilTANTS 

OF  BREWUUD. 

Wedncsliury  Oak.  Tipton,  May,  8, 1854. 

Gentlemen.— It  is  known  to  you  that  I  have  ptomised  to  give  to  the 
Grammar  Scliool  at  Brevrood  the  surplus  to  arise  frmn  n  rc-salc  of  ihv  property  1 
lately  p\irdins(  d  from  it,  ;iik1  I  sliall  of  course  \.cv[>  my  promise.  Bui  had  1,  iu 
the  first  iustimcf,  known  the  extent  aiul  object  of  the  assertions  made  aiminst  the 
sale  to  Tiic,  orcoxiUl  1  luivc  foreseen  the  contiiuuHl  {lublicalioiLS  ;it,tiiiist  my  title, 
and  agiiiust  '  the  Trustees,  their  Solicitor,  and  Agents, '  uuliimg  should  have 
induced  mc  to  have  done  otherwise  than  retain  my  purdiaae. 

Of  the  cinnimstaiiow  of  the  property  priof  to  my  own  puchaie  of  it  I  knew 
nottting,  noroooldthqr  poBuhlyaffeetmeori^  I 
heard  of  it  from  a  gentleman  who  had  mreatigated  it  and  given  it  up,  upon  a 
report  cif  ;Mr.  Yaidlej,  the  experienced  Mine  Agent  of  the  Moat  Colliery  Com- 
pany, that  the  strata  under  it  could  not  be  worked  profitably.  1  inquired  some 
particulars  of  it  from  the  solicitor  to  the  Trustees,  and  he  referred  me  to  Mr. 
Southan,  their  mine  agent.  Mr.  J>oiitl);in  h  al.so  niy  mine  agent  ;  but  up  to  that 
moment  I  did  not  know  ht-  iiad  been  consulted  on  this  property  ;  and,  witli  (lie  * 
exception  of  shewing  mc  the  laiui,  and  anawcring  a  few  questions  1  put,  to  him,  I 
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bad  no  other  oonunimicatioD  with  him.  Aud,  luorcoTer,  if  Mr.  Southan  were 
capable  of  admnusteringtomriiitcnets  at  theexpenaeof  any  other  employer,  I 
abonld  heas  oulpable  if  I  were  prirr  to  such  eondoct.  I  Uhcmght  of  it  merely  «i 
a  speoulatkni,  of  no  particiilar  moment  one  way  or  other;  and  being  informed 
that  in  the  following  week  the  Trosteea  would  meet  to  leeeiTe  acme  offers  for 
the  property,  I  forwarded  one  myself.  I  was  afterwards  informed  the  Trustees 
refused  my  ofiFcr,  and  would  meet  on  another  day  to  receive  additional  offeis;  and 
it  was  the  merest  question  of  the  hour  with  me  whether  I  should  increase  my 
oflfer  or  uot,  and  I  did  so  with  hesitation  at  hist.  It  was  accepted  only  because  it 
was  higlie.si ;  aud  1  was  so  iaditTereut  to  it  that,  meeting  Mr.  Giffard  a  few  days 
nl'tenvard.s,  and  liearing  from  hiin  that  sonic  objection  \v;is  made  to  the  sale  to  nie, 
directly  Siud  "  there  need  bo  no  dilheuity  ou  that  account ;  I  will  give  it  up."  And 
I  should  at  onoe  have  done  so,  if  the  eourse  pursued  by  the  individual,  who  has 
made  himsdyf  so  promment  in  this  bnaineas^  had  not  prednded  it.  But  I 
immediately  afterwards  heard  of  those  prooeedings  on  his  part  whiohhehasso 
mneh  advertised,  and  of  his  having  declared  his  readiness  to  find  a  poidiaser  at 
£9,000;  and  I  determined  to  offer  it  to  him  at  his  own  sum,  HepuUnhedhuao- 
oeptaacc  of  it  from  wedL  to  week,  and  ultimately  refused  it  on  the  ground  that  my 
title  was  invalid !  In  one  week's  paper  "the  Draft  of  the  Agre^cnt  for  the  sale 
was  bef<irc  hirn,  and  would  no  doid)t  he  in^rossed  and  exeeuted  berore  his  ad\  ertise- 
ment  was  in  the  hands  of  readers."  In  the  following  week's  raf  er,  "Connscl 
had  no  doubt  that  my  Con?eyanec  was  not  worth  a  shilling  ;  "  and  "  for  the  %nke 
of  peace"  I  was  asked  "to  relinquish  it."  If  "Counsel"  w;is  uitormed  that  the 
Trustees  had  twice  offered  the  property  by  auction,— that  a  lease  of  it  had  been 
vacated  by  Mr.  Thocneyeroft^  acting  aa  a  refioeo  for  the  Trustees,  on  actual 
borings  made  by  his  order,  to  see  if  the  lessee  ooold  then  work  it  at  a  profit  or 
not,— that  nune  agents  (one  named  by  one  of  the  Masters)  were  oonsolted  in  the 
disposal  of  it  immediately  bd^ore  the  Trustees  met  to  reoeive  offers  for  it,— that 
the  price  came  up  to  their  valuations,  and  that  I  had  no  other  commtmicaiions 
whatever  with  the  parties  than  my  tender,  he  must  have  a  very  different  opinioii 
to  mine  of  the  legality  of  contracts. 

However,  I  offered  in  vam,  on  receiving  any  secority  for  the  money,  to  hiy 
all  the  facts  before  tlie  Court  of  Chancery  and  to  procure  a  confirmation  of  my 
purchase,  and  I  had  not  inti  nded  to  grive  the  subjeet  any  further  consideration, 
when  the  Masters  of  the  beiiool  uppe;ded  to  me  not  to  allow  "  t!ie  refusal  of  my 
offer,  or  the  irritating  remarks  made  by  Mr.  Turner"  to  interfere  with  what  they 
supposed  to  be  my  original  intentioE^  and  I  finally  stated  that  1  would  i  e-scU  the 
property  and  give  the  benefit  (if  any)  of  such  re-sale  to  the  School.  i\jid  with 
reference  to  the  re>sale  and  its  result,  I  do  not  acknowledge  the  right  of  any 
individqal  to  utterfere  with  the  eonditions  or  droomstancea  imder  whidi  any  sale 
of  my  own  property  should  be  oondueted  by  me  or  by  my  solieitor ;  but  the 
4  Trustees  had  been  warned  that  if  they  concealed  my  fact  from  a  purchaser  they 
would  be  held  liablei  with  interest  three  times  told.    The  offer  of  i&9,0Q0  for-the 
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property  had  been  avoided  in  the  maimer  alrtady  stated,  and  it  was  insisted  that 
no  title  could  be  mmic  hy  me,  and  that  nothing  but  a  new  sale,  by  or  with  the 
concurrence  of  thetmstces,  couhl  be  um<\.    On  the  other  hand,  it  was  out  of 
the  question  to  suppo^  that  I  bhould  adaut  any  ngiit  but  my  uwu,  or  give  uuy 
title,  but  that  wbieb  I  was  satiafied  to  lec^ve  myself.   I  presumed,  therefore,  to 
ihmk,  with  wj  solidtor,  tlwt  it  was  proper  tint  the  moat  itringent  precaatioii 
ahonldbetakAnto  Kvoid  the  po6sibilit7  of  fn&na  ohjeotioii  on  that  point*  and  a 
nqtiiBft  of  tfaa  civoiuitttaiiocB  of  tho  oaao  was  nadi«  and  an  ^wiplirit  agreement  pre* 
pand ;— the  poUiahed  valiuitioiis  on  the  other  side  being  alio  ateted  hf  the 
auctioneer,  so  that  emy  thing  waa  before  tiu^  meeting^  and  the  sequel  proved  the 
Tnhie  of  the  precaution,  and  my  sale  was  completed,  after  notice  to  the  objecting 
party  that  such  would  he  the  case  if  the  threatened  snit  in  Chancery  was  not 
commenced  in  the  nicau  time.   One  iuhabitant  of  Brewood  (Mr.  Chamblcy) 
comphiiucd  ot'  the  btatcment  read  l)y  my  solicitor,  before  the  sale,  but  obviously 
( judgiug  from  his  respectability)  b^ausc  it  iiad  not  occurred  to  hiui  that  it  would  , 
have  been  futile  to  have  done  it  after  the  aale,  to  say  nothing  of  the  extreme 
impropriety  (according  to  my  feeUnga)  of  firat  taking  any  purchaaer'a  mon^  and 
afterwarda  giving  any  atatement  afljpwljng  hia  property.  It  produced  £1,840  more 
than  I  gave  for  it^  and  n^  eatimate  of  it;  and  I  am  happy  that  anoh  waa  tiiecaae, 
fint  though  the  demand  for  mineials  in  South  Staffordshue  ia  ao  great  that  the 
most  watchful  eye  is  on  every  property  likely  to  produce  them,  no  persons  oon> 
necied  with  our  coal  and  iron  trade  thought  this  property  worth  bupn^,  nnd  the 
principal  eoini)etition  for  it  lay  between  a  gcnlleman  from  lUmuugham,  (who  I 
am  ini'unntd  only  saw  it  two  hours  before  the  salt  )  and  an  iuiiabitant  of  London, 
who  (prolitahh',  or  otherwise,  as  time  only  will  prove),  stated  that  he  bid  on  the 
represcntatiuus  uiade  to  him.    I  beg  sul&o  to  state  that  the  alteration  of  the  mode 
of  sale,  from  that  by  tender  to  an  auetion,  was  my  own.  That  hf  tender  waa 
proposed  beoanae  it  had  been  held  ont  in  adTertiaementa^  that  the  large  valuations 
of  one  party  mig^t  be  realised,  and  it  was  thought  best  not  to  dadoae  leaaer 
biddmgs  by  etheva.  It  waa  changed  in  dsferenee  to  an  obaerration  made  to  me 
by  Mr.  C.  Wade,  which  I  adopted  at  the  moment^  but  of  the  eoReotneaa  of  which 
I  have  since  had  ofmsiderabie  doubt. 

I  trust  Ishouhibercady  rather  to  forward,  than  to  dqprecate  any  neCBseniy 
impiiry  respectiug  any  public  trust,  conducted  in  a  proper  qpirit,  and  in  a  Icgfti- 
mate  manner;  but  I  should  greatly  regret  that  my  ooneession  has  given  any 

colour  or  contlnuanee  to  the  proceedings  lliat  liave  been  pursued  in  this  case,  if  T 
thouglit  they  met  an  approval  niiywiiere.  1  have  thus  replied  in  justice  only  to 
my  solicitor,  to  comments  published  on  niy  own  sale,  and  T  shall,  nnder  no 
circumstance,  again  notice  them,  but  confine  myself  to  the  best  mode  uf  making 
my  promise  useful  I  beg,  however,  to  state,  that  I  shall  not  permit  the  estate  of 
the  achootl,  or  the  small  inoomes  of  the  masters^  to  be  diminished  by  any  trouble 
andexpensea  whieh  have  either  at  pcesent  been  occa8ioned,or  may  yet  beincreaaed, 
bycontinued  thieata  and  puUicationa,  or  proceedings  of  any  kind.  IabaU,onthe 
oontraiy,  anhtraot  all  those  expenses  from  the  amount  realised  by  my  own  sals. 
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1  am,  therefore,  at  this  moment  unable  to  state  the  (^xact  amount  which  T  may 
have  to  present  to  the  institution  ;  bnt  after  dcdaeting  my  own  pnrcliase  money, 
with  interest  and  the  prciicut  expenses,  I  think  it  may  be  assnmcd  that  there  will 
bo  ueurly  £1,400  so  to  appropriate,  and  I  am  most  desirous  to  receive  any 
snggcstiom  tHikih  the  ialiri^tinto  firewood  or  the  ncigkboulioodirillgiveme 
nspeciiiig  the  disponl  of  it. 

I  find  the  Lower  6diool  Boon  amort  wetofaed  place,  unfit  for  healthfol 
and  deooit  ooonptttidii.  I  propooe^  tberafon  (of  course  if  approfid  by  tlie 
trustees),  to  appropriate  a  sufficient  port  of  my  surplus  in  the  erection  of  « 
suitable  new  School  Room ;  and  with  reference  to  the  residue,  J  only  wiah  to  giro 
it  for  siich  purposes  as  will  he  most  beneficial  to  the  education  of  the  neigbbonr- 
liood.  An  Exhibition  to  one  of  the  Universities  has  been  mentioned,  bnt  it  does 
not  appear  to  nic  tliat,  .-i*  tlic  great  majority  of  the  bojs  leare  when  (luite  yonng', 
for  the  ordinary  businesses  of  life,  there  couid  be  any  oompetition  lur  it  of  any 
general  and  public  utility,  or  even  that  there  would  be  any  annual  income  of 
•offiflbiitHnuMiiitiioraiioli  a  purpose.  I  ahoidd  nther  be  diapoaed  to  iHcefer  an 
Annual  Public  Examinatkm  of  th«  School,  with  Prises  for  Improrcment  and 
Good  Condoet,  or  other  direct  aaafatanco  where  diwimatMicea  may  seem  to 
reqidrc  it,  particulady  mider  sudi  anraagaments  as  shall  secure  the  fullest  justice 
to  tlie  Day  Boys :— to  promote,  in  a  word,  THE  BEST  KDUCATION  AT 
B1{E\V()0D  FOR  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  THE  NEIGUBOUKiiOUD, 
and  the  greatest  iudueemcnt  to  take  advantage  nf  if.  The  Endowment  of  a 
Writing  iMaster  has  also  been  im  iii  ioned,  but  at  present  I  think  it  decidedly 
objeetionahle :  it  seems  to  me  thai  vvltere  every  thing  else  is  free,  a  proper  pay- 
ment for  a  Wriiiiig  Mu&tcr  in  more  desirable  than  otherwise:  indeed,  I  am 
infonned  that  in  pnctioe  some  capitatioii&e'»  fomid  eondQcivv  to  the  intenati 
of  a  aohool»  and  ia  now  fenetaUy  adopted  in  adiemea  aettled  by  the  Court  of  Chan* 
«eiy.  Bnt  I  alkde  to  tbeieidmoidy  to  indicate  my  wiah  rather  to  praoBotetiie 
graateat  amomit  of  genendgood  than  to  attempt  more  than  drcomstaiio^  admit; 
and  many  points  may  occur  to  those  living  in  the  neighbourhood  of  which  I  have 
no  knowledge.  I  beg,  therefore,  to  solicit  unreserved  surest  ions  from  all  who 
take  an  interest  in  the  School,  tliat  I  may  not  only  consider  them  myself,  but  Ije 
able  to  lay  them  before  the  Trustees  for  their  consideration,  us  it  will  be  my  vrish 
in  all  respects  to  consult  those  noblemen  and  gcutk  incn  whose  high  character  and 
peruianent  interest  in  tlie  district  are  the  best  guarantee  for  the  character  and 
management  of  the  School,  eren  if  more  than  one  of  those  noblemen  were  not 
diatingoiahed  for  practical  knowledge  and  aeal  in  the  caoae  of  education. 

I  barethe  hanonx  tobe^  Gkntlamen, 

Your  very  obedkait  Servant^ 

PHILIP  WILLIAJC& 
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Bubtok-vfon-Tkknt  is  a  well-bnilt,  flonriahing  town^  sitoatod 
on  the  west  bank  of  the  river  Trent.  In  the  north  part  of  the 
town  there  is  an  ancient  stone  bridge  of  36  arcbeSj  and  apwards, 
altogether,  of  500  yards  in  length.  The  Midland  BaHway  Com- 
pany have  a  commodious  station  here.  From  1801  the  popwlft. 
tion  of  the  parish  increased  from  5,500  to  10,000  in  1851, 
nearly  doubling  in  half  a  century.  Tlie  High-street  is  800 
yards  long;  but  the  whole  length,  under  difiei*ent  namoSj  is 
nearly  a  mile  and  a  half 

Bui1/on  was  aiicieiuly  faruous  for  alabatiter  ornaments ;  after- 
wards it  became  a  clotliiug  town,  and  now  it  is  pre-emincut  for 
its  ale,  the  £rst  starting  of  which  is  given  to  Benjamin  Printin, 
in  1010. 

Although  bearing  every  appearance  of  a  modem  town^ 
Burton  is  very  ancient,  the  name  itself  shewing  it  to  have  been 
of  Roman  or  British  origin,  as  the  Saxon  word  "  Byre,"  or 
"  Bure-town,''  denotes  the  residence  of  some  man  of  note,  the 
word  "  Buie  "  signifying    Mansion  "  before  the  Saxon  era. 

Bnrton  once  possessed  a  very  celebrated  Abbey,  founded  in 
1002,  by  XJlfiic  Earl  of  Mercia,  who  was  chief  conndUor  of  state 
to  king  Etheh«d,  and  fell  in  1010,  whilst  fighting  against  the 
Danish  invasion.  The  value,  even  then,  of  the  lands  that  he 
bestowed  on  the  Abbe)  was  £700.  In  Domesday  Book  its  re- 
venues are  put  down  £36  15s.  The  abbots  were  empowered 
to  hold  a  weekly  market,  to  collect  tolls,  and  institute  fairs. 
One  of  these  abbots  (Melbumc)  built  the  whole  of  Hominglow- 
street,  in  1210 ;  and  some  of  the  abbots  sal  in  parhament.  'I  hi.s 
abbey  was  the  rieliest  in  Staffordshire,  having  a  yearly  income 
in  1510,  of  more  than  XlUU,  and  its  church  was  228  feet  long 
and  52  i  feet  wide.  Henrj'  the  Eighth  put  his  extinguishing 
hand  on  it  in  154^. 
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THE  FREE  GBAMlfAR  SCHOOL. 

William  Bean,  abbot  of  Burton  Monastery,  with  the  consent 
of  tlio  convent,  founded  a  Free  (iraminar  School,  and  built  a 
school-house  in  tlic  town,  on  gTOiind  l)eioDgjug  to  the  monas- 
tery, and  left  money  in  the  hands  of  Kalph  Sacheverel  to  buy 
lands  and  endow  the  school,  which  he  did  by  purchasing  lands 
at  Orton-on-the-Hill,  in  Leicestershire,  and  Breaston,  in  Der- 
byshire. These  lands  were  conveyed  to  trustees  for  ihe  use  of 
tlie  school  and  sehoolmaster. 

In  the  33rd  of  Elizabeth^  an  annual  stipend  of  £3  to  the 
master,  arid  £6  to  the  usher,  was  grnTitrd  by  KUzabeth  Panlett, 
to  be  paid  half-yearly  on  1st  Not.  and  Ist  May. 

An  mdentnre  and  conyeyance  of  the  lands^  dated  10th  June^ 
1745^  orders  as  follows Trustees  to  appoint  and  discharge 
schoolmasters ;  to  visit  and  reform  the  sdioolj  and  have  the 
rales  set  up  therein.  That  the  £8  for  the  master  should  be 
increased  to  £40  per  annum.  That  20s.  be  paid  to  one  poor 
scholar  for  ringing  the  bell  and  sweeping  the  school.  That 
208.  per  ann.  be  paid  to  the  rent  collector.  That  508.  per  ann. 
be  reserved  for  repairs  and  incidental  expenses ;  but  if  they 
exceeded  that  amount,  then  the  masters  should  make  up  the 
same  proportional>ly.  'J'liat  the  remainder  (and  Eai*l  Uxbridge's 
voluiiiaiy  cnntribiition)  bo  paid  to  the  usher.  That  the  in- 
crease of  rem  >hoiild  bo  divided  between  the  two  masters.  That 
when  only  six  trustees  survived,  they  should  elect  six  more ; 
the  major  ]inrt  to  be  inhabitants  of  Burton.  That  10s,  should 
be  allowed  to  the  trustees  annually  for  their  expenses. 

In  the  next  year,  1 7-16,  the  Earl  of  Uxbridge  began  a  suit 
to  prove  his  right  of  electing  some  of  tlie  tnistees,  but  he  was 
defeated  by  an  adverse  judgment  of  the  Court,  in  1752, 

Tlie  Trustees  (15)  are  as  follows: — Marquis  of  Anglesey, 
M.  T.  Bass,  Esq.,  M.P.,  H.  Clay,  Esq.,  R.  S.  Belcher,  Esq.,  J. 
Clay,  Esq.,  B.  8.  Tomlinson,  Esq.,  A.  Bass,  Esq.,  T.  Goer, 
Esq.,  W.  Worthington,  Esq.,  E.  Wilder,  Esq.,  W.  H.  Wor- 
thington,  Esq.,  H.  AUsop,  Esq.,  T.  Salt,  Esq.,  B.  Thomewill, 
Esq.,  and  T.  Poyser,  Esq. 

Clerk  to  the  Trustees,  Mr.  Small,  solicitor.  Head  Master, 
Bey.  H.  Day,  LL.B.    Second  Master,  Mr,  H.  Hodson.  The 
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former  has  38  scholars  (10  boarders)^  and  the  latter  80  scholars. 
Mathematical  Master,  F.  Guthrie^  Esq,  French  and  German^ 
M.  Dumas.  Assistant  Master,  Mr.  W.  H.  Drewett^  A.B.  The 
latter  gentleman  was  educated  in  this  school,  and  was  fifth  in 
merit  among  the  senior  candidates  in  the  first  Oadford  Middle- 
COasB  Examination. 

The  masters  of  the  school  hare  no  residences  attached  to 
the  fcmndation  ;  this,  especially  in  Burton,  is  very  inconvenient, 
as  the  town  is  so  occupied  as  to  make  it  difficult  for  the  masters 
to  get  proper  residences,  or  to  live  near  the  school. 

When  the  Charity  Commissioners  visited  liurton  they 
recominended  the  trustees  to  eularge  their  rules,  and  to  "make 
such  reenlations  as  might  be  requisite  for  maintaining  the 
characier  of  the  institution,  and  carrying  into  cflect  the  ]nirposcs 
for  wliich  it  was  destinetl  and  endowed/'  Accordingly,  the 
trustees  apphed  to  the  Court  of  Chancery,  and  a  new  scheme 
was  approved  by  order  dated  2nd  August,  1858. 

Digest  of  thb  Niew  Scheiob. 

The  Trostees  to  be  15  in  number^  and  never  less  than  7 ;  to 
let  school  properties^  at  not  more  than  21  years^  withont  fine  or 
preminm,  and  the  tenants  to  pay  for  repairs  and  insm«nce  of 
buildings  thereon;  but  the  trustees  not  to  hold  any  of  the 
property,  diiLLtly  or  indirectly. 

The  Clerk  to  be  paid  £5  per  anu.,  and  the  Rent  Beceivor  £2 
per  cent  on  the  amount  collect'ed,  and  the  latter  to  find  security. 

Three  days'  notice  to  be  given  of  all  trustees'  meetings,  but 
not  less  than  four  meetings  to  be  held  annually ;  and  the 
accounts  to  be  vouched  and  audited  at  the  January  meeting. 

The  Funds  to  be  deposited  in  a  bank,  and  the  trustees  may 
raise  on  the  security  of  the  School  Estate^  by  mortgage  or 
g«-ant  of  annuity^  for  any  period  not  exceeding  50  years,  such 
sii^i  as  may  be  required  to  erect  a  house  for  the  head  master  on 
the  land  used  as  a  play-ground  for  the  boys ;  and  snch  mort- 
gage  to  be  paid  off  bj  fifty  equal  annual  payments^  out  of  the 
school  funds. 

The  Head  Master  to  teach^  with  assistance^  the  Greek,  Latin, 
German,  and  French  Languages,  Mathematics,  Arithmetic, 
History  and  Geography.   Second  Master^^English  and  Latin 


Digitized  by  Google 


170 


BUBTOM  VBIS  QBAHIUB  BCHOOIm 


Grammar,  elements  of  the  French  Tiau*,aiage,  Writing,  Arith- 
metic, and  the  radimeats  of  Modern  History  and  Geography. 

The  Scholars  (so  far  as  the  school  can  accomodate)^  sh^  be 
the  sons  of  reaidents  who>  on  admisBion,  shall  be  able  to  read 
and  write^  and  have  some  knowledge  of  the  first  four  rules  of 
arithmetic ;  they  shall  be  admissible  between  eight  and  sixteen 
years  of  age,  bat  shall  not  remain  in  the  school  after  nineteen. 
Should  the  school  be  fall  at  any  time,  then  the  sons  of  persons 
who  have  lived  longest  at'Boxton  to  have  the  prefierenoe. 

The  Head  Master  may  have  20  boarders,  or  day  scholars, 
eons  of  non*refiidentB;  and  the  Usher  may  have  any  nnmber  of 
such  scholars  as  the  trustees  may  approve  ci. 

All  boys  in  the  Upper  School  to  pay  £7  per  annum,  and  all 
boys  in  the  Lower  £2  per  annum,  capitation  fees — ^the  non-resi- 
deut  boys  to  pay  £7  per  aniiutn  iu  either  school,  in  advance, 
quarterly;  and  the  Head  Master  to  pay  the  Assistant  Masters 
and  French  Master  out  of  these  tees,  to  the  extent  of  two 
thirds — the  other  third  to  be  paid  to  the  trustees,  for  the  use 
of  the  school.* 

As  a  reward  of  good  scholarship,  the  trustees  may  select 
boys  in  the  lower  school,  and  transfer  them  to  the  upper 
school;  and  also  may  transfer  boys  from  any  school  in  Burton 
to  the  lower  school — these  boys  to  pay  no  capitation  fees,  and 
to  be  limited  to  five  in  the  upper  and  five  in  the  lower  school. 

The  Head  Master  to  be  a  member  of  the  Clmrck  of  England 
and  a  graduate  of  an  English  University,  and  to  reside  rent-free 
when  the  liouse  is  erected. 

The  Head  Master  to  provide  at  least  one  Assistant  and  one 
French  Master,  and  when  the  boys  number  110,  then  he  shall 
appoint  another  Assistant,  and  one  more  for  evexy  additional 
thirty  boys.  The  trustees  may  dismiss  the  Head  Master,  and 
neither  of  the  Masters  to  hold  any  other  office. 

After  the  expenses  of  repairs,  improvements,  management, 
examinations,  and  prizes,  all  the  remainder  of  the  school  rents 
(except  E.  Paulett's),  shall  be  paid — ^two  thirds  to  tJie  Head 
Master,  and  one  third  to  the  Usher. 

*  In  the  f^nst  year  these  fees  nmounted  tO  tlpWATda  of  i62iOO ;  £90Q  of  which 
were  paid  to  the  AsaUtaat  Schoolmiutera. 
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The  school  to  be  open  to  childreQ  of  parents  of  all  denomi- 
'nations^  «nd  to  be  taught  the  doctrines  of  the  Chnrch  of  Eng- 
land (except  where  the  parents  object  by  a  note  in  writing). 

Examinations  to  take  place  at  Midsnmmer^  and  a  graduate 
not  living  in  or  near  Bnrton  to  be  paid  five  gnineas  for 
conducting  it^  and  thereupon  the  trustees  may  distribute 
prizes  not  exceeding  in  value  £&  in  the  whole. 

Tho  Head  Master  to  send  in  a  written  report  on  the  state 
of  tho  school  to  the  trustees,  lialf-yt  ai  ly. 

The  boys'  jtaivnts  to  provide  all  books  and  ptationcrv,  and 
the  vacations  to  bo  live  weeks  at  Christmas  und  iiix  at  ^lidsum- 
mer,  with  one  week  at  En,<;t©r. 

Tlie  trustees  may  make  new  rules  not  inconsistent  witli 
tho  foregoing. 

Tho  folknvirifr  i«  a  Schedule  of  the  Properties  belonging  to 
Burton  Grammar  tSchooi 

£     s.  il. 

A  memn&ge,  farm-lioiiaeL  bnilcKiigs,  and  laud,  containing  abont ) 
120  acres,  :ii  Oi  fon-on-Uie-HUl,  mtlwooimtyof  Leicester,  the  >  288  11  0 
net  annual  reut  being   3 

Two  messuages,  farui-liouses,  buildings  and  lands,  containing') 
about  112  aci^s,  at  Bfeaston»  in  the  oonntr  ot  Derby,  the  n«  ^  107  0  0 
nnnrinl  rent  beingr  •  •••••>*«•#  V 

A  School- hoii5e  in  r)urtou-on-Trent  

£187  3j>.  3d.  cousols,  called  the  Kaihraj  Purdiase-money  Divi- ) 
dendsi,  standing  in  the  name  of  the  Aooonontent-Qeiml,  the  ^     4  9  ID 

dividends  thereon  bcin^   * 

A  proportion  of  JUJ33  (is.  8d.  consols,  caU^  the  Clerkenwesll  House  ) 
Dividends,  standing  in  the  name  of  the  Uaiqnis  of  Anglesey  >     8  0  0 
and*othei8,  the  divutends  thenon*  )  

£438  9  10 

The  rules  of  this  school  axe  yerj  comprehensive  and  liberal 
in  intentioxiy  much  more  so  than  most  in  this  or  any  other 
conntj. 

At  the  Midsummer  public  examination,  1869,  conducted  by 
the  fiev.  J.  Wright,  M.A.,  Kmg^a  College,  Cambridge,  the 
results  were  pronoonced  to  be  yeiy  satisfactoiy.  Five  boys,  as 
per  clause  29,  were  elected  free  to  the  Upper  School  and  two  to 
the  Lower,  this  number  being  all  that  applied. 

*  This  is  Elisabeth  Panlett's  beaefiaction. 
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SCHEDULE  OF  BURTO^i  TOWN-LAKDS. 

(From  Of  CMmfMiMMf*'  RtptHtJ 


t)ii'  vfiir  1  '"".'1. 

A'  'i. 

10  0  0 
}b    I  3 

11  17  • 
0  10  0 


VBBHISE0. 


Bin,  doM,  iBtd  two  hoi 

CIoMe   

Laod   

Foot  4iloUliH^liouses* 


BITDATION.   I  QoMtity 


BuiiOD  porMi. 


Two 


and  garden* . 


MMooAgo  In  two  t>nwnoat»  mi  oroft 

land  

and  put  of  Vilonee  dot* 


01«M 


B,  gardan,  sad  bnUdingi. 
;c  and  gaiwn  ......<*«., 


Ditto  ....*  

Cat-ctreot  

Ditto  

Ditto  

Higb-atreet  . . . . 
N'ew-»lr«et  . . . . 
High-Ntreet  . . . . 
New-street  . . 
Luke's datt  .... 
Anderatafflnio 
High-straet . . . . 

Cat-atreet  

fiigb-otnet 


Co«diJioiwe<i  and  gwdoa 
BrMrbttDfle  and  premtoM. 

Cottage  and  etoh  •  

Haannga.  aix 

and  garden   

Bjaon  bridge  dote 

Mi»MaBg<-,  rn 111  tbouAP, bunding*,  ft  garden 
lla*«aagu.  yard,  garden,  and  oroft  ....  ) 

'■ndgatdaa  ) 


Two  meaauatf  e*,  with  yard 
Cottagoand  WT  of  laiia 
Maaaaaga,  omit,  and  garde 


Ditto  

Ditto  < 

DHto  

}<■'.' --'wot  ... 
High-street  . . 

Bond'Sfid . . ... 

Higli  Htrrvt  '  r» 

Uornioglow-atreet 

Ditto  

Ditto  


nniiay'a  oloa*. 
Maaa«age,  in  fotu>ini«ai«at*. 
{e  and  gardm  


Horn  i  n  glow-str«et 
Anders  tair.lane 

Ditto  

Ditto  


Messuage,  garden,  and  sovaral  tanementa 
Measuage,  garden,  and  praniae*. . . 

Tenement  

Tenement  

Messuage  

Messuage  and  garden   

Pinfold  close   

Cottage  and  oroft,  «itli  HllotuK  iii  . 

Allotment .   

Out  of  a  house,  garden,  and  tauyard 

*  Uaadaa  AlinaiMw»*a*ft>rpoor 


Ditto  

Ditto  

Nr.  Burton  bridge 
Bridgo<«nd  .. 

Ditto  

Horn  it)  glow  streoi 

l>illo   

Ditto  

8trettofi  .... 
lloniindluw. . 
New-street  . . 


A. 

B.  ¥. 

4 

1  B 

3 

0  2 

• 

0 

0  u 

0 

0  9> 

0 

0  'Jti 

0 

0  15 

n 

0  35 

0 

1  OU 

3 

3  14 

1 

I 

0  10 

0 

1  X 

I 

a  74 

0 

1  » 

A 

V 

1  7 

V 

0 

0  so 

0 

t  4 

0 

3  8 

0 

1  a 

J 

0  9 

1  0 

0 

2  JW 

0 

]  3 

0 

0  37 

I 

3  8 

0 

0  11 

2 

1  22 

0 

0  0 

0 

1  3 

0 

1  3 

year  to  year 
■» 
It 
•» 


3UTt 


year  to  year 


3  lives  

year  to  year 
3  lives  


1 

0 
0 
0 
0 


42  years ) 
fbi.  1807  f 
3  liree  


>» 
ft 


year  to  year 

12  youlM  .... 

3  liTea  


year  to  year 

3  lives  

year  U>  year 
3  Uvea  


(1  i:» 

2  0 
0  6 

3  0 
0  0 


34  12 

2  14 

3  0 

0  11 
S  8 

1  10 


0 
0 

o 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


/  40  year*  > 
tfm.  1814) 
3  lives  


year  to  year 

3  live*  

y(.ar  to  year 


i 


3  10  0 

4  0  0 
0   0  0 

0  10  0 

3  0  0 

4  8  8 

1  B  0 
«  10  0 
3  10  0 

0  0 
1  10  0 
0*0 
1  0  0 
11  18  8 
10  0 

too 

16  0  0 


I 

\ 


a  6 
a  0 

3  10 

1  10 

2  2 


4 
4 
1 

8  0  0 
1    6  8 


Somo  of  tbe  above  parcels  Imvf  been  pxchnnged  under  the  siillionly  of  an  Act  for 
Inelottog  common  laBda»  in  the  pariah  of  Burton,  under  which  an  award  hae  been  made. 
TlMT  w*  oonaidaMd  to  ba  of  tlia  aama  aaanal  vdoaaa  tho  paroala  given  op.  Tfeay  an  an 
fBUolr^— 

A.  >.  P. 

No.  4£.— ApieoaofluidiaBorloBBxtnwoalladWaUiClap   0  0  91 

No,  46.- Ditto    0  3  0 

No.  47.— Ditto   2    I  ft 

No.  47a.— Ditto,  Cow  Pasture   0  3  23 

Nos.  12, 13, 14,  and  part  of  Ifi.— Land  m  lloruinplow  M<ior   6   3  27 

No.  41.— Ditto    10  0  27 

No.  44.— LaiialaDarfqr.laiiafBiuloit   o  o  28 

Ditto,  ditto    0    1  18 

ni<j  last  three  am  aHotmcuU  mado  iu  reepect  of  commou  belonging  to  the  town  lands. 

Tlio  above  rents  are  collected  by  the  town  masters  (two 
inhabitants  elected  on  every  St.  Tlionia.s's  Day,  by  the  trustees), 
and  are  distributed  as  occasion  requires^  partly  for  the  general 
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uses  of  the  town  and  inliabifcants,  also  for  apprcntioiug  childi'en^ 
for  supplying  coals  for  the  almshouses^  for  clothing  poor  people, 
and  in  monej  gifts  to  the  poor  of  the  town^  on  the  2l8t  of 

Decf  Tiiber. 

The  trust  has  also  £84  per  annum,  the  interest  of  £1,800^ 
being  an  accnmulation  of  fines.   Also  the  following  properties. 

Land  on  west  side  of  Anderstaff-hmej  formerly  let  as  garden 
ground  to  the  Workhonse^  at  £5  88.  per  annum. 

The  Pavement  Honse  rents  (honsOj  shop,  two  cottages^  and 
land),  for  paving  High-street,  and  let  in  1806  on  lease  of  three 

Hves,  at  £12  per  annum. 

The  New  Close,  20  acres,  called  the  ToA\ni  Moors;  tlie  rents 
were  devised  for  lighting  and  paving  Barton  and  Bond  End, 
and  average  (less  draining  and  manuring),  about  £00  per 
annum. 

Also  the  rents  of  stabkjjj  and  coacliliouses  on  south  side  of 
Cat- street  (about  £4),  given  on  AMiit.snn-cve,  in  Rmall  snms. 

*  Also  fonr  acres  of  land  nt  Barton -under- Noedwoodj  the  rent 
to  be  given  to  one  poor  man,  about  seven  guineas  per  annum. 

Also  Almond's  gift.  Is.  6d.  weekly,  in  bread,  at  Burton 
Church,  every  Sunday  morning;  and  30s.  yearly  each  to  the 
poor  of  Braiiston,  Hominglow,  and  Stretton,  on  Easter-eve. 
Remainder  of  (£42)  to  the  poor  of  Barton  and  Barton  Extra 
in  the  church  porch- 

Also  Hawkins's  charity,  £5  per  annnm,  in  bread,  to  the 
poor  of  Burton. 

Also,  Steel's  Charity,  of  21s.  per  annmn,  for  the  poor  of 
Barton,  Branston,  and  Stretton,  on  the  Sundays  after  Lady  and 
Michaelmas  Days. 

Also,  Elizabeth  Panlett's  Charity,  rents  for  the  support  and 
clothing  of  five  old  women,  unmarried,  in  Burton.  The  Charity 
Commissioners  gave  the  income  as  iE81  17b. 

Also,  Ellen  Parker's  Chanty,  1634,  of  £10  per  annum  each, 
for  six  poor  women  in  the  Almshouses,  built  by  the  same  bene- 
factors. Tliree  of  them  should  be  elected  from  Stretton,  and 
three  from  Burton. 

•  Also,  Richard  Caldvreirs,  M.D.,  Charity  (2  1th  of  Elizabctli). 
This  singular  bequest  runs  us  follows : — Ho  gave  to  thu  baiiiifd 
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aud  others  of  Lichfield,  £iO  to  he  lent  to  eight  needy  hoiiesi 
persons  of  Lichfield,  (exce])t  bcggai*s  and  alehouse  keepers)  for 
five  years.  Also,  he  lout  Jb4u  to  his  nephew  at  Burton,  and  hia 
heirs,  should  tlu  y  coiitmao  to  reside  in  Barton,  and  be  occu^ 
pied  in  cloth  making ;  in  de&ult  thereto,  some  dotbier  of  liis 
name  and  kin ;  but,  if  none  remaining,  then  to  some  clothier  of 
his  name;  and  if  none  of  his  name,  then  to  any  other  clothier, 
from  five  years  to  five  years.  He  also  ordered  to  be  lent  to  four 
clothiers  in  Burton,  £120  for  five  years,  and  after  the  first  five 
yeiffs,  to  be  lent  to  20  snch  persons,  or  oiker  h(uMUm^tnim  in 
Burton,  £6  each  for  five  years  j  and  then  to  four  such  persons, 
for  the  next  five  years,  and  so  alternately  for  ever,  to  20  and 
4  persons,  five  years  by  turns :  one  of  his  Idn,  if  any  living, 
always  to  have  one  £30,  and  five  of  them  always  to  have  five 
of  the  six  pound  loans. 


ALLSOFS  SCHOOL. 

Ridiard  AIlsop,  who  died  in  1728,  left  £200  to  found  a 
Charity  School  in  Burton,  for  the  education  of  poor  cluldren, 
not  exceeding  oO  at  a  time,  and  the  poorest  and  those  attending 
divine  service  to  be  pi'efei  red. 

The  property  purchased  with  this  money  consisted  of  a 
piece  of  ground  of  11  acreti  m  King's  Bromley.  On  the 
occasion  of  the  Burton  inclosnrcj  this  land  was  exchanged  for 
three  pieces  of  land  in  the  parish  of  Burton,  two  on  Hominglow 
Hoor,  of  3^  acres,  and  one  on  Goosemoor,  of  5^  acres;  these 
were  then  let  at  £24  per  annum. 

Added  to  this  bequest,  Francis  Astle,  in  1735,  ordered  by 
will,  that  land  should  be  bought  by  his  executors,  of  the  (dear 
yearly  value  of  £5  and  upwards,  which  was  to  be  applied  in 
buying  coats,  waistcoats,  breedies  of  grey  cloth,  and  hats, 
shoes,  and  stockings,  for  four  poor  boys  in  AUsop's  School. 

The  land  so  purchased  consists  of  three  acres  at  Hatton  in 
Derbyshire,  called  the  Rush  Holme  Close. 

The  National  School  of  Burton,  which  is  the  largest  and 
handsomest  in  the  kingdom,  was  opened  ut  Midbummei-,  1858. 
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In  this  school  30  hoys  were  educated  free,  end  Mr.  John 
Ghappells^  who  has  been  schoohnasterfor  11  yeers,  receives  £24 
per  anniim  on  that  behoof.  The  boys  have  their  books  entirely 
freoj  and  the  six  who  remain  longest  in  the  school,  are  clothed 
in  bine  and  oordoroy^  and  have  caps,  shirts,  boots,  and  stockings, 
gratis. 

There  is  a  school  for  girls,  bnt  the  boys  school  alone  cost 
£1600  in  erecting,  towards  which  the  Marquis  of  Anglesey  gave 
the  site,  and  Messrs.  Bass  and  AIlsop  £200  each,  aud  the 
Tovviikiiid's  Trustees  £200  also. 

In  this  school,  and  that  of  the  Grammar  School,  and  their 
entire  management,  Barton  sets  an  example  worthy  of  the 
imitation  of  all  endowed  school  trustees  aud  masters* 


WATEEFALL. 


Waterfall  is  suignlarly  small  and  singularly  poor,  sitoated 
in  the  Moorlands,  seven  miles  from  Leek.  It  derives  its  name 
from  the  cmions  &ct  of  the  river  Hamps,  which,  after  flowing 
eight  miles,  disappears  among  the  Umec^ne  rocks,  near  Water- 
houses.  The  parish  contains  only  1 ,600  acres,  uid  400  to  500 
people;  the  rectory  is  valued  at  £05. 

THE  SCHOOL  LANDS. 

In  1780,  the  freeholder  s  of  Waterfall  cnnv(^yed  fonr  acres  of 
land  at  Waterfall  Cross,  and  a  ])ieee  at  Town  End,  of  one  acre, 
the  rent  whereof  should  be  laid  out  in  the  education  of  jjour 
diildren  belonging  to  the  paiish ;  there  was  then  in  existence  a 
school-room  with  apartments  over  it,  which  had  been  built  by 
subscription. 
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The  present  state  of  the  school  may  be  gathered  from  the 
letter  underneath,  written  to  the  author  by  the  schoolmasterj  in 
reply  to  a  circular  of  enquiries. 

Watofiill  Angoat  15th 

Deutai 

I  have  receiired  tliis  form  from  you  and  I  am  glad  to  inform  you  any  thing 
that  1  can  about  the  srljool  we  teach.  9  schoolkra  to  read  and  write  free  allso  to 
knitt  :md  sew  free  of  auy  expencc  *  they  find  their  own  paper  and  ink  for  the 
yearly  .^^um  of  £7  12s  Od  per  Anuui  but  till  tliis  kbt  three  year^  they  hod  used  to 
pay  one  i>cuy  per  veeik  but  wm  allterd  when  my  wife  died  on  May  4Ch  1856  Sh» 
•WM  teacher  ftt  thia  aohool  48  jeaia  all  bat  afew  daja  I  Thoa  Mjoodc  dotk  and 
WatdiMakorUveiiifhe  Bohoolatpieaentl  vasfaQafaandtober  and  the  present 
tcccher  ia  (%arit7  Wood  Neoetothelast  SdioolMutmOoraoiioottwaabdlt 
subscription  about  the  year  1766  the  salery  is  paid  from  land  one  Held  lying  at 
watertioll  cros  about  four  acres  yearley  rent  £5  Os  Od  tenant  Mary  Hull  ami  it  is 
Cull  school  field  and  another  field  calld  Called  town  vnd  near  w  alcrfiill  village 
yearley  rent  £2  12s  Od  tenant  Wm  Edge  this  land  was  given  by  the  fr^hoider» 
"When  the  school  was  built  it  was  cotage  land  and  the  owners  of  it  became  chargc- 
al>lc  to  the  parish  and  when  they  died  the  freeholders  and  rate  iwtyers  give  it  to  the 
•chool  for  iver  to  teach  poor  childcry  to  read  and  rite  as  many  as  it  will  pay  ihc 
uaual  No.  fonnerlf  was  aix  for  moie  than  forty  yeaia  we  have  aix  fmateea  and 
thcj  meet  twice  a  jrear  the  firat  thwadajin  June  and  the  lint  tiifradagr  in  Deoem- 
ber  the  Clet^nnan  allwaya  one  and  if  one  dies  the  old  onea  nooimate  another 
Names  of  present  trustees  Rnd.  J.  Wm.  Kewl^  laaao  Smith  Joaeph  Howaon 
Daniel  Hall  Mathew  Coup  Thos.  Rcadfem. 

This  is  the  hpst  infonnation  tliaf  i  am  able  f o  give  you  about  the  achool  1  have 
been  living  in  it  about  thirty  years  from  your  Obedient  servant 

THOMAS  MYCOCK. 

"Waterfall  Near  Leek  Staffordshire. 

*  Th«  tflhisr  apholin  pay  ttom  ad  to  6d*  irwevk. 
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NOETON  CAINES. 


Norton  Caines,  or  Norton -under- Cannock,  is  a  Tillage  seven 
miles  west  of  Lichfield,  containing  2,600  acres  of  cultivated 
land,  120  of  wood^  and  1,600  of  heathy  called  Cannock  Chase. 

SCHOOL. 

By  indenture  of  lease  and  release,  dated  27th  and  28th 

November,  1818,  enrolled  in  Chancery,  reciting  that  about  the 
yeai-  177G,  Kicliard  (Jildart  and  Phineas  Hussey,  having  been, 
with  others,  desiroun  of  estabhshing  a  school  fur  the  instruction 
of  poor  children,  resident  in  or  natives  of  Norton,,  in  reading, 
WTitiDg-,  and  arithmetic,  they  had  caused  a  tenement  to  be 
erected,  and  several  pieces  of  laud  to  be  enclosed  from  the 
waste,  for  the  schoolmaster's  residence,  and  a  trust  estate  (ex- 
cept the  mines  and  minerals)  free  of  rent  or  taxes.  The  rents 
of  the  estate  were  to  be  partly  appropriated  to  the  suppoi-t  of 
the  cnrato ;  and  the  schoolmaster  was  to  be  appointed  and  dis* 
missed  by  the  trustees,  and  to  find  a  bond  of  £100  for  the  faith- 
fill  discharge  of  his  duties,  and  to  quit  the  house  at  six  months' 
notice.  His  salaiy  was  to  be  subject  to  their  jndgment  as  to 
amonnt.  The  present  master,  Mr.  T.  M.  Doley,  receives  from 
tliis  sonrce  £20  per  anniim^  and  the  oihildrenj  varying  from  25 
to  60,  pay  3d.  to  6d.  per  week^ — the  greatest  amount  he  re- 
ceives  being  £85  per  annum. 

GHARITIBS' 

FowKES*  Charity. — Roger  and  i*hiiieas  Fowke  left  a  charge 
upon  two  pieces  of  land,  called  "  Poor's  Meadows,"  of  15  penny 
loaves  to  be  given  every  Sunday  to  the  poor. 

Davis's  (amd  othebs)  Charity. — ^Ann  Davis  charged  the 
Newlands  Farm  with  50s.  yearly.  Thomas  Walker  gave  Os. 
per  annum  out  of  the  Big  Field.  John  Smith,  of  Frog-hall, 
left  the  interest  of  £20  for  the  poor ;  and  Richard  Green  left 
lOs.  a-year  for  the  poor.  These  four  benefactions  are  dis- 
tributed at  Christmas  to  old  and  infirm  people. 
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BBADLEY. 


Bradley,  or  Bradloy-jiixta-Stafford,  is  a  sniaii  ancient  village, 
five  and  a  half  mileB  south  of  Statford,  contaiimig  about  700 
iuhAbitaiits^  and  4690  acres  of  land. 

THE  FREE  SCHOOL. 

No  document  exists  to  shew  the  original  foundation  of  this 

school.  In  a  Commission  that  sut  iu  Clias.  II/s  reign  (107;^), 
the  premises  and  trusts  arc  described;  and  in  some  old  docu- 
ments in  the  possession  of  the  trustees,  the  school  is  mentioned 
so  far  back  as  Edward  VI/s  time.  The  school  lands  contain 
92  acres,  and  let  for  nljont  £205.  At  the  present  moment  the 
gchool  statistics  are  as  follows  : — Mr.  John  llollowav,  the  school- 
master,  receives  £70  per  annum  ;  Mrs.  HoUoway  loO.  'i'liey 
were  appointed  at  Easter,  1859,  and  have  under  their  instruc- 
tion 32  boys  and  40  girls  and  infants.  The  boys  are  taught  an 
English  course  of  education,  and  are  entirely  free  from  cliarge. 

The  rules  and  orders  of  1836  sjre  still  iu  forcOj  azkd  are  as 

follows  : — 

1.— That  all  boys,  cliildrcn  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  puish  of  Bradley 
aforesaid,  heme;  nnder  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  who  cm  read  the  English 
Testament,  shall  be  received  into,  and  be  instructed  in  all  things  to  be  taui;ht  in 
the  said  roaster's  scIhmjI  .t^ratis,  and  without  any  fee  or  reward;  but  every  boy 
shall  leave  the  said  school  whcu  he  shall  have  attuiiiud  the  ai^c  of  sixteen  years. 

8.— That  all  duUben  (both  boys  and  g:irls)  of  the  iiduibitantii  of  the  suid 
pariBb,  (boTB  from  tiie  age  of  three  jem  to  eight  ycurs^  and  girls  firom  the  age  of 
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ihi&e  years  to  ilftecu  years),  skull  be  received  iuio,  aud  be  iustraci^d  in  all  things 
to  be  taught  in  the  acshoobntttweB'B  sciiobl,  goAas,  uidinlJMmt  aay  fee  or  reward; 
hut  that  such  obfldren  being  boys,  shall  not  remain  in  the  said  aehoolmigfare—'g 
adiod  after  tbqr  xespeethrdy  attain  the  age  of  eight  jeam;  nor  snob .dukben 
itdng  girl8»  alter  fifteen  yean. 

3. — That  suitable  plots  of  ground,  not  less  than  forty  square  yards  each,  ne» 
or  adjoining  each  of  the  said  .scliooli,  should  be  set  out  to  be  used  as  {day  grounds, 
as  tbc  major  part  of  the  tnisteea  of  the  taid  cbaii^,  present  at  ai^  neetiiig  of 
such  tni^tct^s,  sliiill  direct. 

i. — Tliat  Die  hours  of  instruction  in  the  schoolmaster's  school  should  be  trom 
liinc  to  twelve  o'clock,  aud  from  half-past  one  to  five,  from  tlic  twcuty-liilh  day  of 
March  to  the  tweuty-uinth  day  of  Seiiteiuber  inclusive,  iu  every  year ;  and  from 
mm  to  twetre  o'dobk,  and  from  half^past  one  to  half-past  three,  from  the  twenty- 
ninth  day  of  September  to  the  twenty«fifUi  day  of  March  indorivc^  in  every  year ; 
and  in  the  •ckMilmistnBs's  adwol  ftom  nine  to  twdTe  o'clock,  and  firom  half-past 
one  to  four,  ftoin  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  Mardh  to  the  twenty-ninth  daj  of 
September  mclusivc,  in  every  year ;  and  from  nine  to  twelve  o'clock,  aud  from 
half^past  one  to  three,  from  the  twenty-ninth  day  q£  September  to  the  twenty-fifth 
day  of  March  iuclusivp,  in  every  year,  or  otherwise  as  the  major  part  of  the 
trustees  of  the  said  charity  for  the  time  beiufr,  present  at  any  meeting,  may  from 
time  to  time  direct.  And  that  tlie  said  schools  shall  be  open  daily,  except  as 
bereinAftcr-meTifioncd  ;  and  except  ujiou  Sundays,  Fast -days,  and  days  of  Thauks- 
giviug  ;  and  except  such  other  days  aud  times  a&  the  majur  part  of  the  trustees, 
present  at  any  meeting,  may  from  time  to  time  direct. 

6.— That  the  said  schools  should  be  respectively  dosed  for  one  month  dnring 
hanrest  season,  in  eadi  year,  to  coomieiioe  at  soflli  time  as  the  trostees  ahsU  tq^^ 
an^  for  three  weeks  at  Cnoistmas  in  each  year:  thatistosay,ftomtiieei^iteenth 
day  of  December,  to  the  eighth  day  of  JanoaiJ  following ;  or  for  snch  other  period 
and  at  such  other  times  as  the  major  part  of  the  said  trustees,  pvesent  at  any  meet* 
ing,  shall  from  time  to  time  direct. 

6.  ^ — That  each  school-room  shtdl  he  open  for  the  reception  of  scholars  half  an 
hour  before  tiic  tiine  appointed  for  the  commencement  of  instruction,  to  prevent 
their  being  exposed  to  the  weather  if  they  arrive  before  the  time  required,  as 
many  of  the  children  will  come  frt)m  a  distance. 

7.  — That  the  children  should  respectively  assemble  at  the  sohool-rooina  on 
each  Sunday  half  an  honr  before  the  mommg  and  afternoon  servioes,  and  prooeed 
with  the  master  and  mistiess  to  sttend  DiTino  Worship  at  the  paiuh  chnrdi  at 
Bradhqr. 

8. — That  the  said  charity  lands  and  premises  should  be  let  by,  and  the  rents 
thereof  paid  to  the  churchwardens  of  the  said  parish  for  the  time  being ;  and  that, 
thereout,  they  shoidd  pay  the  master  for  the  time  bcin??,  the  annual  sum  of  £70. 

9.  — That  the  children  be  taught  reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  Euglish  grammar, 
history,  and  geography,  and  such  other  instruction  as  the  major  part  of  the 
trustees  for  the  time  being,  present  at  any  meeting,  may  think  proper. 
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10.  — That  the  said  churchwardens  should  also  pay  out  of  Uir  said  rents  to  the 
schooImiBtress  such  amiu;il  sum,  not  exceeding  the  annual  sum  of  £30,  as  the 
trustees  for  the  time  being,  or  the  major  jKirt  of  them,  shall  appoint  ;  and  tliat 
she  should  teach  the  children  in  her  sciiool,  knitting,  needle-work,  readini^,  and 
writing,  and  such  other  things  as  the  major  part  of  the  said  trustees  for  the  time 

present  at  any  meeting,  may  from  time  to  tune  direct.  And  that  the  wud 
Bcbool]iusti«aB'a  acliod  be  qscnI  eidiutvelarfor  the  purposes  of  tiie  aeid  ohanlf, 
and  not  for  the  reoeption  of  the  scbolan  of  her  husband. 

11.  — 'That  ^  dnlMB  of  the  schoolmaster  and  sehoolmisbress  should  be  per- 
fbrmed  by  them  nspeotively  in  person,  and  not  by  ^lepaij,  nnless  in  the  case  of 
sicbiflss,  when  the  said  tnistees  shall  t^ppwoA  a  proper  person  to  ofBdate  during 
the  temporary  absence  of  and)  master  or  ndstress,  and  allow  such  remuneration 
to  such  person  or  persons^  out  of  the  said  trust  funds,  as  they,  in  their  discretion, 
shall  think  fit. 

12.  — That  the  surplus  of  the  income  of  the  said  charity,  after  payment  of  the 
sums  before-mentioned,  should  be  expended  m  repairs  of  the  school-bouses,  and 
the  other  charity  premises  ;  in  the  purchasc'of  books,  pens,  ink,  paper,  firing,  and 
rewards  for  the  eueourai^cmcTit  of  the  scholars;  and  otherwise  for  the  benefit  of 
the  said  school,  and  the  necessary  purposes  of  the  said  t  rusts,  at  the  discretion  of 
the  said  trustees,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  present  at  any  meeting. 

13.  — That  (he  books  lo  be  used  in  the  said  schools  shall  be  such  as  shall  be 
approved  of  by  the  trustees  for  the  time  being,  or  the  majority  of  them. 

I  k — That  the  said  tnistees  !?hould  meet  annually,  or  ofteoer  in  their  discretion, 
when  the  rewards  and  prices  should  be  distributed — three  trustees  bciog  present 
to  ooostitate  a  meeting. 

15. — That  notice  of  every  anniud  meeting  of  trustees  of  the  said  charity  be 
published  in  some  newspaper  usually  drcnlated  in  the  coun^  of  Stafford,  at  least 
seven  days  befiofo  the  holding  of  sucli  meeting. 

16.  — That  the  major  part  of  the  trustees  present  at  such  annual  meetmg  shaE 
have  the  power  of  removing  the  present  or  any  future  schoolmaster  or  school^ 
mistress,  and  of  appointing  others  in  lieu  of  them;  and  of  regulating  and 
managing  tlic  oil'airs  of  tlie  said  school  and  chanty. 

17.  — That  the  said  churchwardens  shall  yearly,  on  Easter  Tuesday,  render 
perfect  accounts  to  the  trustees  in  the  parish  church  of  Bradlcv,  showing  their 
receipts  and  disbui-semcnt^  touching  the  premises,  and,  if  required,  verify  the 
same  on  oath,  aflii-mation,  or  solemn  deelaruiton,  and  in  such  other  manner  as  the 
trustees,  or  major  part  of  them,  should  think  ht. 

18.  -Th«t  an  nnn  chest  shall  be  provided  oat  of  the  trust  funds,  to  be  kept  in 
the  vest]7  of  the  ssid  parish  ebnioh,  and  diat  the  deeds,  books,  sud  papers  idat- 
ing  to  the  said  tmst^  ihall  he  deposited  therein,  and  the  keys  thereof  kept  by  the 
said  trustees,  or  saj  one  or  more  of  them. 

19.  — That  m  case  sny  one  or  more  of  the  exuting  tmistees  or  their  sncoesflors 
shaU  die,  deaire  to  be  discharged,  vefos^  or  become  incapable  to  act,  then,  and 
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ia  any  such  case,  it  shall  bo  kwfui  for  the  surviviug  or  contmiiiug  trustees  for  the 
tinie  bemft  or  the  major  of  tndi  of  them  aa  shall  be  present  at  such  annual 
iiieetbgaBafoKflaid,io^>pomtaa7personorpenoi»to^  the  pkce 

of  such  deceased  or  ont-gomg  trustee  or  tnutees,  so  that  the  number  of  acting 
trastees^ahaU  not  many  ease  be  leas  thaafiTB»  or  more  than  lUleeiii  aadincase^ 
at  the  time  of  any  such  appointment  of  VUBW  trustees,  the  Lord  Bishop  LidiF 
field  for  the  tiror  bcin;^  shall  not  be  a  trustee,  and  shall  be  willing  to  aooept  the 
trusts,  the  said  Lord  Bishop  shall  be  appointed  a  tnistee. 

20.  — That  every  snch  appointment  of  new  trustees  shall  be  signified  bywritin*? 
under  the  hands  of  the  persons  niaking  snrh  appointment ;  and,  thereupon,  all 
the  trust  estates  and  premises  slial!  be  duly  couvcyed  to,  and  vested  in  the  newly 
l|>pointed  trustees  joiutly  with  the  coutiuuing  trustees  upon  the  existing  trusts. 

21.  — That  a  copy  of  these  and  aU  other  rules  and  orders  made,  or  to  be  made 
fiir  the  government  of  the  said  school,  and  for  the  sdmmistxatkm  of  the  said 
eharitjestate^  ahonU  be  painted  on  a  board  aiui  affixed  in  some  oonspicn^  part 
oi^eadi  school-room. 

RULES  AND  ORDERS^ 
Made  1^  the  Tmsteea  of  the  said  Sdiool,  on  the  4th  daj  of  October,  1886. 

That  each  school  (both  the  schooImasteiE's  school  and  the  schoohttistreas's 
'school)  he  dosed  for  one  month,  to  be  computed  fiom  the  eighth  dsy  of  Angnst 
in  each  year. 

That  the  churchwardens  for  the  time  being  pay,  out  of  the  rents  of  the  eharify 
estate,  to  the  schoolmistress,  the  annual  sum  of  £30,  for  her  salary. 

That  the  annual  meet  I !ig  of  tlie  trustees  for  the  distribution  of  rcvrarrls  and 
prizes  among'  the  ^rhobus,  be  held  at  the  schoolmaster's  school-room,  in  Bradley, 
on  Tuesday  in  Easter  week,  in  every  year. 

Tbustees.— The  Bishop  of  Lichfield,  the  Earl  of  Shrewsbury  and  Talbot,  Hon. 
and  Rev.  A.  C.  TaUjot,  Rev.  C.  L.  Royds,  T.  ilurtshornr,  Esq.,  C.  H.  Webb, 
Esq.,  T,  liiurtoii,  Esq.,  J.  Ta>lor,  Esq.,  T.  E.  Whitby,  Esq.,  J.  Kenderdine, 
Esq  ,  Rev.  J.  A.  Fell,  Chas.  Byrd,  Esq,,  Ciiaa.  keeling,  Esq.,  E.  Barlow,  Esq., 
aud  Thos.  Jackson,  Esq. 


BRADLEY  CHAHTTTES. 

Donor  unknown. — Three  shillings'  worth  of  bread  on  Good 
Friday,  and  two  shillings'  worth  on  Whit  Sunday  to  the  poor. 
The  last  is  called  Widow's  Money^  and  both  are  paid  Irom 
Lower  Barton  estate. 

Lake's  Chaiutt. — Bichord  Lake,  by  will,  dated  7th  Feb., 
1727j  left  the  piece  of  ground  called  ihe  Cockle^  and  40s.  in 
moneyj  to  provide  one  dosen  of  bread  eveiy  Sunday  for  the 
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poor.  The  land  consists  of  nearly  eighfc  aores :  poMession  has 
been  long  lost  to  the  Charity^  but  528*  a-year  are  paid  by  the 
holder  for  the  poor. 

PEBWTHiTBaT's  Chabitt.— ^ohn  Fem7hi]r8t»  WilUam  Chew, 
and  Edward  Cartwright  (1759)  bequeathed  the  rents  of  the 

Stepping  Stone  Meadow,  or  the  Rockow  Meadow,  to  the  use  of 

four  godly  persons,  legally  settlecl  in  Bradley.  This  bequest 
ceasied  about  1808,  as  it  was  left  to  the  churchwardens  and 
overseers  for  the  time  being,  and  not  to  their  successors.  Ser- 
jeant Williams  bought  it  at  that  time,  but  agreed  to  pay  «tl  per 
annum  to  Ihe  poor,  which  is  done  on  New  Year's  Pay  at  the 
church. 

SAYAOB'a  Chahitt. — Richard  Sava^,  of  Liverpool,  in  1782, 
left  two  suras  of  £3  each,  rent  charges  on  lands  called  the 
Withey  Pit,  in  Barton,  and  the  Hathems,  also  in  Barton,  The 
one  £8  to  the  achoolmaster,  and  the  other  to  the  benefit  of 
poor  housekeepers^  not  paupers^  in  Bradley.  This  is  given 
away  on  New  Year's  Day. 

Ann  Bourne  gave,  in  1690,  £5  ;  Appaline  Bourne,  in  1690, 
£10  ;  John  Alsop,  in  1783,  £5 ;  and  au  unknown  donor  £10 — 
total  £30,  which  was  laid  out  in  purchasing  two  gardens  at 
Coton  Clituiord,  in  Seighford.  The  rent,  about  £3,  is  distri- 
buted to  the  poor  on  New  Year's  Day,  according  to  the  giver's 
intentions. 
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NEWCASTLE-UNDEE-LYME 


NswcA89Li-iiin>VB-LTHS  18  BXL  important  town  and  pariah  in 
North  StalfordBhire^  sitnated  at  the  foot  of  tiie  celebrated 
range  of  hilla  which  nm  north  and  through  the  centre  of  the 
kingdom.  Besides  having  two  markets  a  week^  it  has  twelve 
fairs  in  the  year,  toll  free  for  horses  and  cattle.  The  trades 
carried  on  embrace  felted  hats,  silk,  cotton,  thread,  shoes, 
docks,  and  malt.  Two  brooks  flow  through  the  towu,  aud  two 
canals  aid  its  commerce.  The  parish,  coutaius  610  acres  of 
land,  and  the  population  reaches  11,000  sovds.  In  the  market 
place  is  a  hnndsunio  iron  gas  pillar,  elevated  on  f  tone  steps 
like  a  market  cross ;  tins  cost  £40,  the  proceeds  of  the  for- 
feiture of  a  transported  felou-^  novel  way  of  commemorating 
his  memory. 

The  name  of  this  town  is  derived  from  the  new  fortress 
erected  (1 180)  by  Randolph,  £arl  of  Chester.  In  the  fifth  year 
of  king  John,  1203,  the  town  was  fined  for  changing  its 
market  day  from  Sunday  to  Saturday.  In  1234,  there  were 
but  28  burgesses  paying  12d.  per  annum  each;  np  to  1263,  the 
Caatle  and  Borough  belonged  to  the  Crown^  after  which  it  had 
many  changes  of  masters,  viz.,  the  Earl  of  Leicester,  1265; 
Earl  of  Derby,  1266;  finally  John  of  Gaunt  held  it,  and  from 
that  until  now  it  has  been  attached  to  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster. 
The  freemen  of  the  town  acquired  their  freedom  by  birth  or 
servitude,  and  those  who  reside  in  the  borough  have  a  right  of 
pasturage  over  205  acres  of  fertile  land. 
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THE  FK££  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL. 

Ci.e\ton's  Gut. — The  earliest  endowninit  of  tlic  grammar 
Bchool  in  Ncwcastle-uiider-Lymc  appears  to  have  been  derivcid 
from  Kicliard  ClcytoD,  Esq.,  of  T/ondon,  wlio  l<y  deed  poll, 
dated  Ulh  April,  llj<.»2,  granted  to  Lis  Ijrother  Thomas  Clevtou, 
of  Newcastle,  and  to  the  mayor,  bailiil'»,  aldermon  and  capital 
bnrg'csse*?  by  name,  their  heirs  and  successors,  after  the  death 
of  himself  and  his  wife,  a  yearly  rent  of  £10  issuing  out  cf  his 
dwelling-house^  shops  and  warehoupes  thereto  belonging,  in  the 
pariah  of  St.  Lawrence,  in  the  Old  Jewry,  London,  knoxra  hj 
the  name  of  the  Mitre,  with  power  of  distress  in  case  of  non- 
payment, to  the  intent  that  they  should  therewith  for  ever  find 
and  provide  such  an  able  and  sufficient  Bchoolmaater,  remOYable 
at  the  will  and  pleasnre  of  the  said  Thomas  Gleyton,  the  mayor, 
bailii&  and  capital  burgesses,  and  their  aucoeasors,  or  the  more 
part  of  them,  who  should  teach  and  instruct  in  learning  30  poor 
ekUdren  bom  within  the  town  of  Newcastle-under-Lyme,  graiis, 
as  should  be  named  and  thought  a  fit  and  meet  man  by  the  said 
Thomas  Gleyton  while  he  lived,  and  after  his  death  by  the 
mayor,  baili£b  and  capital  burgesses  for  the  time  being ;  and  it 
was  provided  that  such  schoolmaster  should  have  taken  the 
degree  of  bachelor  of  arts  in  one  of  the  universities. 

John  Cotton's  Gift. — ^By  indenture,  dated  1st  June,  1609, 
reciting  that  John  Cotton,  of  Alkington,  in  the  county  of 
Salop,  had  ])y  liis  will  bequeathed  to  the  borough  of  Newcastle 
the  sum  of  £100  to  tic  use  of  and  for  the  eatabhshment  of  a 
free  school  there,  and  also  reciting  the  before-mentioned  grant 
of  a  rent- charge  of  £10  by  Richard  Gleyton,  and  that  Sir 
Rowland  Gotten,  the  nephew  of  John  Gotton,  had  paid  £100 
to  the* mayor,  baiUfis  and  burgesses  to  the  use  aforesaid;  it  is 
witnessed,  that  the  mayor,  bailifis  and  burgesses  granted  to  Sir 
Rowland,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  that  he  and  they  should  have 
the  nomination  of  the  schoolmaster  upon  the  then  next  vacancy, 
and  every  alternate  nomination  thereafter,  such  master  being 
qualified  as  directed  by  Richard  Gleyton. 

By  indenture  of  bargain  and  sale,  dated  8th  June,  8th 
James  i.,  reciting  that  John  Cotton,  of  Alkington,  had  by  his 
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will,  appointed  that  his  legacy  of  £100  should  be  bestowed  in 
the  purchase  of  so  tnnch  lands  as  would  produce  £10  yearly, 
and  that  £100  was  comnutted  for  the  purpose  into  the  hands  of 
the  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses ;  it  is  witnessed  that,  in  con> 
sideration  of  £100,  Johan  Hezsan  granted  to  Thomas  Cleyton 
and  John  Terrick,  and  their  heirs,  a  messuage  or  tenement  in 
KnnttoD^  late  in  the  occupation  of  William  Hancock,  a  cottage 
in  Enutton,  late  in  the  occupation  of  John  Bkellett,  and 
another  messuage,  cottage,  lands  and  hereditaments  in  Kmit- 
ton,  to  hold  the  same,  after  tlie  death  uf  Juliiin  llc>.\san,  to  tlio 
use  of  the  mayur,  bailiils  and  bursresses,  and  their  fcuccessorss 
for  ever;  and  the  mayor,  bailifl^s  aud  buiL^t  sses  covtiiaiited 
that  the  rents  and  prolils  of  all  the  premises,  nfter  the  decease 
Johan  Hexsan,  should  be  employed  for  the  muiiitenanee  and 
EndiiifT  of  ft  schoolmaster  for  a  free  school  in  ^owcastlo  for 
ever,  or  in  augmentation  of  his  stipend. 

By  indenture,  dated  10th  October,  12th  James  I.,  reoiting 
that  the  premises  mentioned  in  the  preceding  indenture  were 
held  of  John  Brett  and  his  heirs  by  fealty,  at  the  yearly  rent  of 
16s.  and  a  heriot  after  the  death  of  every  tenant,  and  that  by 

reason  of  the  conveyance  to  the  mayor,  bailiffs  and  bui^  sses, 
no  such  heriot  could  thereafter  jufrow  due,  tlie  mayor,  bailififs 
aud  Iniro-esses  covenanted  with  John  Bratt,  his  heirs,  executors, 
&c.,  that  they  and  their  successors  would  pay  to  John  Brett, 
his  heirs  and  a>siuiis,  4(».s.  .^'d.  at  the  end  of  every  21  years  for 
ever,  in  recompense  of  the  said  heriot. 

WiLLUM  Cotton's  Gift. — ^By  indenture,  dated  16tJi  June, 
1692,  the  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses,  in  consideration  of  the 
sum  of  £100  paid  to  them  by  William  Cotton,  of  Bellaport  in 
the  county  of  Salop,  esquire^  and  freely  given  to  be  laid  out  for 
the  purchase  of  lands  for  the  use  of  the  schoolmaster  of  the 
borough,  and  his  successors,  granted  to  William  Cotton  and 
bis  heirs  the  four  next  nominations  of  a  schoolmaster  to  the 
school ;  and  a^ier  snch  four  nominations  it  was  covenanted  by 
the  parties  thereto,  that  the  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  should 
nominate  a  sclioolinaster  for  the  first  vacancy,  aud  that  William 
Cotton  and  his  heirs  should  nominate  for  the  second  and  third 
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vacancies,  aiul  so  to  continue  tor  ever;  and  it  was  agrtjed  that 
the  person  so  to  be  nominated  should  be  a  loai  ned  man,  not 
under  the  degree  of  a  bachelor  of  arts^  and  of  the  prot«stant 
religion^  and  should^  daring  his  oontmuance  in  Uie  place  of 
employment,  teach  diligently  the  sons  of  the  burgesses  and  of 
the  poor  inhabitants  of  the  borough  gratis^  in  the  languages  of 
Latin  and  Greeks  and  should  not  absent  himself  from  the 
school  three  days  in  the  whole  in  any  year,  except  on  holy  and 
festiyal  days  and  time  theretofore  ususl  and  customaiy ;  and  it 
was  further  agreed,  that  upon  any  vacancy  of  a  schoolmaster 
taking  plaoci  if  the  party  whose  turn  it  was  to  nominate  should 
neglect  to  do  so  for  the  space  of  sax  months,  the  other  party 
might  nominate  in  his  or  their  stead. 

Orme*s  Gift. — The  Hev.  Edward  Orme,  by  wiil,  dated  23M 
February,  1704,  bequeathed  to  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  and  bur- 
gesses of  Kewcastle  the  sum  of  £40,  the  interest  thereof  to  be 
be  paid  yearly  to  the  schoolmaster  of  the  grammar  school. 

CowELTi's  Gift. — John  Cowell,  of  Kiiutton,  as  it  is  recited 
in  the  indenture  next  abstracted,  by  will,  dated  9th  July,  1655, 
or  by  a  codicil  to  the  same,  bequeathed  to  the  mayor,  bailiffs, 
and  bujgesses  of  Newcastle  £100,  to  the  intent  that  they  should 
therewith  purchase  lands  of  the  yearly  value  of  at  least  to,  for 
an  addition  f.»r  tlie  vearly  maintenance  of  the  school  of  New- 
castle,  to  l)e  paid  to  the  schoolmaster  thereof  for  ever,  provided 
the  children  of  the  inhnhifanffi  of  Knttffon  and  Chesterton  should 
be  freely  iamjht  at  the  school.  By  indenture,  dated  March  10, 
1665,  reciting  the  above  bequest,  and  that  the  sum  of  4100  had 
been  paid  to  the  mayor,  hailiifs,  and  burgesses,  who  with  the 
consent  of  the  executors  had  with  the  same  purchased  of 
Eobert  Shaw,  for  the  uses  aforesaid,  the  lands  thereafter  men- 
tioned, being  of  the  yearly  value  of  £5  at  the  least,  which 
premises  had  been  conveyed  to  them  by  indenture,  dated  8th 
March  then  instant,  .and  that  Bobert  Shaw  had  desired  to  be- 
come tenant  thereof,  at  the  clear  yearly  rent  of  £5;  it  is 
witnessed,  that  the  mayor,  bailiflb,  and  burgesses,  in  considera- 
tion of  the  rent  thereafter  reserved,  demised  to  Robert  Shaw, 
his  executors,  administrators,  and  assigns,  the  meadow  com* 
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rnomly  called  the  Pool  Head  Meadow,  as  the  same  waa  then 
divided  between  the  Musse  Meadow  on  the  west,  the  Gaatle 
Pool  on  the  east,  the  Pool  Field  on  the  souths  and  the  Cock 
Meadow  on  the  nordi,  and  eight  day  works  of  arable  land, 
more  or  less,  in  the  common  field  belonging  to  the  borough, 
CiJled  the  Pool  Field,  for  the  tcnn  of  years  from  the  date 
thereof,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  15^  payable  at  Lady -day  and 
Michaelmas,  clear  of  ali  dediietions. 

Lowe's  Gift. — By  a  deed,  dated  10th  November,  1685, 
John  Lowe,  of  Marston  Moontgomery,  in  the  county  of  Derby, 
granted  to  Job  Peacock  and  two  others  of  the  same  place,  and 
Roger  Mills,  of  Newton,  in  the  county  of  Stafford,  and  their 
heirs,  a  yearly  rent  of  £3  issuing  out  of  a  messuage  or  burgage, 
inth  the  appurtenances,  in  Newcastle,  payable  half  yearly,  on 
the  Ist  of  May,  and  the  1st  of  November,  with  a  power  of 
distress  in  case  of  nonpayment,  upon  trust  to  pay  yearly  to  the 
nsher  of  the  Free  School  of  Newcastle^  by  4uarterly  or  half* 
yearly  payments,  oOs.,  and  to  distribute  the  other  10s.  to  30 
poor  people  of  the  borough  of  Newcastle,  at  the  discretion  of 
the  minister  and  churchwardens,  on  the  first  Sunday  in  Lent,, 
and  oil  ralm  Sunday;  and  upon  trust  tliat  when  the  trustees 
sliould  be  n  (luced  to  three,  they  iihould  convoy  to  ten  other 
persons  residing  within  the  borough  of  Newcastle. 

Wtluam  Bbabb's  Gm. — ^The  particulars  of  this  gift^  under 
which  the  scshoolmaster  is  entitled  to  10s.  yearly,  will  be  stated 
hereaifter  amongst  the  charities  distributed  on  St,  ThomasY 
•  day. 

The  property  derived  from  the  several  donors  above  men- 
tioned, consists  of  the  following  particulars  :•— 

Clbttow's  Gift. — The  annual  rent-charge  of  £10  is  payable 
by  the  owner  of  the  premises  charged  therewith  in  the  Old 
Jewiy,  London. 

Jo  FIN  Cotton^  s  Gift. — The  premises  in  Knutton,  which 
were  conveyed  to  the  corporation  for  the  use  of  this  school, 
after  tlie  death  of  Johan  Hexsan,  in  consideration  of  the  1100 
given  by  John  Cotton,  consist  of  32a.  Is.  Hp.,  chiefly  pasture 
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land,  with  throo  cottages,  let  at  £G9,  subject  to  a  deduction  of 
£2  yearly  for  land  tax.* 

The  schoolmaster  pays  in  respect  of  this  estate  a  chief  rent 
of  16s.  to  the  lord  of  the  manor  of  Knutton,  and  is  liable  to 
the  payment  of  £2  6s.  8d.  every  21  years  in  lieu  of  a  heriot. 

Upon  the  inclosare  of  Knntton  Heath  a  jiew  road  was  set 
oat  by  the  commissioner,  by  which  two  small  strips  of  waste 
land  were  left  between  the  road  and  the  school  estate,  the  one 
measaring  1r.  30p.  and  the  other  1b.  These  parcels  of  land 
were  pnrchased  by  Walter  Sneyd,  Esq.,  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  them  in  exchange  for  a  small  piece  of  land  divided  from 
the  rest  of  the  school  estate  by  the  road  leading  from  Silverdale 
to  the  Nantwich  turnpike  road. 

Gifts  of  William  Cotton  and  Edward  Orme. — The  interest  ' 
of  the  legacies  of  these  bonefactors  probably  forms  part  of  a 
sum  of  i^l2  paid  annually  by  the  corporation,  as  mentioned  in 
the  next  article. 

Gift  of  John  Cowell. — The  greater  part  of  the  lands  in 
the  I'ool  Field,  piu'cliased  by  the  corporation  in  1G05  with  the 
gift  of  John  CoweU,  were  sold  by  tlicm  upwards  of  80  years 
ago.  They  retained,  however,  three  days^  work  of  land  there, 
and  had  au  allotment  set  out  to  them  in  lieu  thereof,  upon  the 
inelosure.  Part  of  this  allotment  now  forms  the  site  of  the 
grammar  school,  an  exchange  having  taken  place,  a.s  hereafter 
mentioned;  part  forms  the  site  of  the  national  school,  and  the 
rraoainder  is  let  for  £4  or  £5  a^^year.  The  corporation  seem  to 
have  considered  that  they  were  authorised  to  dispose  of  this, 
land  by  a  decree  of  the  court  of  Chancery,  dated  7th  February, 
1740.  This  decree  will  ho  more  particularly  noticed  hereafter, 
under  the  head  of  the  gifts  of  Ralph  Brereton  and  others.  It 
may,  however,  be  observed  that  the  Bait  in  which  it  was  made 
was  institated  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  deed,  by  which 
the  corporation  had^in  the  year  1684  conveyed  all  their  pro- 
perty, in  trust  for  certain  charitable  purposes,  in  order  to  secnre 
the  benefit  thereof  to  the  town,  and  to  avoid  the  consequence 
of  a  forfeiture  with  which  they  were  then  threatened.  Such 
deed  was  ultimately  set  aside  hy  the  decree,  and  it  was  f^iereby 
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directed  in  substance  that  the  corporation  should  pay  a  certain 
sum  annuaUy  in  satisfaction  of  all  such  sums  as  the  corporation 
erer  received  for  the  use  of  the  poor,  and  of  the  profits  of  all 
lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments,  whereof  they  were  seized 
for  their  benefit,  except  iho  Finn  of  £600  given  Ly  Lf  rd  Ward, 
and  the  profits  of  the  kinds  purchased  from  James  Coibourne; 
and  that  such  annual  payment  should  be  made  by  the  corpora- 
tion over  and  above  the  usual  payment  of  £12  per  annum  to 
the  grammar  school,  £8  per  annum  to  the  £nglish  school,  «£3 
per  annum  to  the  minister,  and  £8  per  annum  for  the  seTeral 
charities  directed  to  be  giv^en  in  bread.  The  £12  per  annum 
which  the  corporation  had  usually  paid  to  the  grammar  school, 
probably  consisted  of  the  £5  reserved  on  the  lease  of  the  lands 
purchased  with  Gown's  gift,  the  term  of  which,  at  the  time 
this  decree  was  made,  had  not  expired,  and  £7,  the  interest  of 
the  sums  of  £40,  and  £100,  the  gifts  of  William  Cotton,  and 
Edwsd*d  Qrme.  The  corporation  seem  to  hare  constroed  the 
decree  as  exonerating  them  from  any  fiirther  payment  to  the 
grammar  school  beyond  this  I2h,  bat  .it  appears  donbtM 
whether  snch  is  the  true  constmction  of  the  decree,  and 
whether  they  are<not  responsible  for  the  full  valne  of  the  pro- 
perty disposed  of  by  them  as  above  mentioned. 

The  sum  of  £12  is  still  paid  by  the  corporation  to  the 
schoolmaster. 

Lowe's  Gift. — The  yearly  sum  of  £3,  of  which  50s.  is 
payable  to  the  master  of  this  school,  is  charged  upon  five  houses 
at  the  top  of  Friar's-lane,  in  Newcastle.  The  snm  of  50s.  is 
regularly  paid. 

William  Beard's  Gnr. — ^The  schoolmaster  also  receives 
lOs.  yearly  for  attending  with  his  scholars  at  a  sermon  preached 
on  St.  Mark's-day,  according  to  the  directions  of  the  donor. 

The  income  derived  from  the  sources  above-mentioned, 
amounts  in  the  wliole  to  £97  10s.,  subject  oidy  to  the  deductions 
above-mentioned  in  respect  of  the  estate  at  Knuiton. 

The  master  has  also  the  use  of  two  sittings  in  the  church. 

The  school  is  in  a  poor  neighbonrhood,  and  has  a  very  dingy 
tippBtanmoe,  sitnated  in  Newoasile;  it  ocmsiste  of  a  good  room 
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in  which  the  boys  are  tanght,  and  a  small  atady,  built  in  1821, 
by  sabscription^  npon  land  given  by  the  corporation  in  exchange 
for  the  site  of  the  old  schooboom,  which  is  now  laid  into  l£e 
churchyard. 

The  'Rev.  J.  S.  Broad,  M.A.,  tho  present  master,  was  ap- 
pointed 12  years  ago,  biuce  which  no  meeting  of  the  trustees 
has  taken  place. 

All  tho  sons  of  freemen  are  admitted  on  a])pllcation  being 
made  to  him,  and  receive  a  classical  education  ^^^thout  any 
payment  whatever.  It  docs  not  appear  to  have  heon  known 
tliat,  in  T'cspect  of  Cowell's  trift,  the  children  of  tlie  mliabitants 
of  Knutton  and  Chesterton  are  also  entitled  to  tlio  freedom  of 
the  school.  Tho  boys  who  learn  wi'iting  and  accounts  pay  for 
such  instruction  according  to  what  tho  master  pleases  to  chai^. 
The  payment  on  this  account  is  now  fixed  at  £4  4s.  a  year. 

The  number  of  free  boys  varies  firom  20  upwards.  They 
leam  writing  and  accounts  as  well  as  the  classics;  and  the 
master  had  last  year  altogether  50  scholars,  including  boarderSj 
who  were  not  entitled  to  their  freedom.  They  are  all  taught 
together,  and  in  the  same  manner. 


ENGLISH  SGHOOL.^EME'S  CHABITT. 


The  Rev.  Edward  Orme,  of  Newcastle,  by  will,  dated  23rd 
February,  1704,  after  disposing  of  divers  parts  of  his  real  and 
personal  estate,  devised  and  bequeathed  to  his  executors,  Jolui 
Fenton  and  Ilcmy  ilatrell,  and  their  heirs,  all  his  messuage 
with  the  appurtenances  iri  Newcastle,  wherem  John  Lowe  then 
iniiabited,  and  all  his  lands  in  the  Pool  Field,  in  Newcastle, 
and  all  other  his  lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments,  and  the 
residue  of  his  real  and  personal  estate,  upon  trust  to  employ  tho 
yearly  profits  thereof  as  follows,  viz,,  £-5  per  annum,  by  the 
consent  and  approbation  of  tho  mayor,  baiUffs,  and  burgesses 
of  Newcastlej  in  putting  out  apprentices  poor  children  inhabiting 
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iu  Newcastle,  and  the  residue  thereof  for  the  tea-ching  so  many 
of  the  poor  children  of  Newcastle  to  read,  write,  and  cast 
accounts,  and  buying  them  books,  as  the  same  would  ox  tend  to. 

The  real  property  taken  by  the  tmsieeB  under  this  will  (aa 
appears  by  a  declaration  of  trost^  dated  24ih  December,  1728), 
consisted  of  a  messuage  near  the  south-east  end  of  the  Lower* 
street  in  Newc%ptle,  and  six  days'  work  of  land  in  the  Pool 
Pield.  They  also  took  considerable  personal  property.  With 
this  the  tnistees  appear  to  haye  calculated  that  they  should  have 
been  enabled  to  build  a  school,  and'  also  to  pay  for  the  purchase 
of  an  estate  at  Enutton,  which  was  offered  for  sale  in  17 10,  and 
was  estimated  to  be  worth  £40  per  annum.  They  accordingly 
agreed  with  William  Gibson^  the  owner  of  that  estate,  for  the 
purchase  thereof  for  £700,  but  (as  it  is  stated  in  the  declaration 
of  trust  above-mentioned)  in  regard  tlie  premises  were  thouirht 
to  be  worth  more,  it  was  part  of  the  agreement  that  imraediutely 
after  the  purchase  the  trustees  should  demise  the  premises  to 
John  Gibson,  the  brother  of  the  vendor,  for  three  lives,  at  the 
rent  of  £35. 

By  indenture  of  feofiment,  dated  2oth  March,  1710,  WiUiam 
and  Mary  Gibson,  in  consideration  of  £700,  conveyed  to  John 
Fenton  and  Henry  Hatrall,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  the  estate 
above-mentioned,  consisting  of  a  messuage,  with  the  seats  in 
the  parish  church  of  Wolstanton  thereto  belonging,  and  several 
doses  of  laud  therein  named,  and  several  lots  of  hmd  lying  in 
the  Ash  Field,  all  in  Enutton  in  the  parish  of  Wolstanton. 

By  deed  poll,  dated  the  24th  December,  1728,  already  re- 
fenx'd  to,  reciting  the  will  of  the  Kev.  Kdwai'd  Ormc,  and 
reciting  the  purchase  of  the  estate,  and  the  lease  thereof  to 
John  Gibson,  under  the  circumstances  above-mentioned,  and 
further]^  reciting  that  the  personal  estate  of  the  testator  being 
insufficient  to  pay  the  £7U0,  and  there  being  a  pros])ect  of 
more,  money  being  wanted  to  repair  tlic  buildings,  the  said 
trustees  liad  borrowed  of  Ralpli  Shaw,  of  iiurslem,  £150  for 
the  purposes,  and  had  mortgaged  the  premises  for  securing  the 
repa^nuent ;  it  is  declared  that  the  purchase  was  on  account  of 
the  charity. 
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The  kilter  part  of  this  deed  relates  to  the  site  of  a  sohodU 
hoose,  with  respect  to  which  it  is  declared^  that  by  certain  mm 
dentures  executed  with  liveiy  of  seisiii,  Heniy  Ilatrcll^  and  two 
others,  had  enfeofed  to  Samuel  Machin,  and  five  others,  and 
their  heirs,  the  site  of  a  meeting-honse  lately  demolished  by 
rioters,  with  the  land  adjoining,  all  of  which,  or  a  great  part 
whereof,  waa  inclosed  hy  a  new  brick  wall,  with  the  appurte- 
nances, to  hold  the  me^ing-honae  and  a  small  parcel  of  land« 
about  a  yard  in  breadth,  all  along  the  upper  end,  between  it 
and  the  churchTard,  to  the  use  of  Samnel  Machin  and  five 
others,  their  heirs  and  assigns ;  and  as  for  and  concerning  so 
much  of  the  lower  end  of  the  land,  reaching  down  to  the  lane, 
as  the  sMue  was  then  mered  out,  on  which  a  school-house  was 
intended  to  be  built,  with  other  conveniences,  for  the  use  of  an 
English  schoolmaster  and  his  scholars,  to  the  use  of  John 
Fenton  and  Henry  HatreU,  and  their  licirs  for  ever ;  and  as  to 
all  the  rest  of  the  premises,  to  the  use  of  all  the  parti  <  and 
their  heirs,  to  be  used  in  common  with  the  school-liou&e  and 
meeting-liouse ;  nnd  it  was  further  declared,  that  u  school- 
house,  and  a  small  dwelling-house  for  the  master  and  scholars, 
were  soon  after  built — the  greater  part  of  the  charge  whereof 
was  defrayed  out  of  the  trust  money;  and  that  such  premises 
were  held  in  trust  for  the  charitable  uses  above  mentioned. 

The  mortgage -deed  above  referred  to  bears  date  29th  Sep- 
tember, 1710.  John  Fenton  and  Henry  Hatrell  thereby 
demised  the  Knutton  estate,  in  consideration  of  £150,  to  Joseph 
Shaw  for  the  term  of  1000  yearsr— interest  being  reseryed  at 
fiTe  per  cent. 

This  mortgage  has  been  subsequently  assigned  to  different 
persons.  The  last  deed  of  assignment  is  dated  5th  April,  1 770, 
and  the  residue  of  the  mortgage  term  is  thereby  conveyed  to 

Thomas  Mountford,  interest  being  therein  reserved  on  the  sum 

of  £150,  at  four  per  cent.    It  appears,  however,  that  Thomas 

Mountford  took  this  assignment  inerely  in  trust  for  the  late 
Rev.  John  Fernyhough,  who  waa  one  of  the  trustees  of  the 
charity. 

Besides  the  property  above-mentioned,  Thomas  Phillips,  by 
indenture,  dated  26th  February,  1747,  in  consideration  of 
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£2  123.  6d.^  granted  to  John  Bonme  and  Bobert  f  enton,  the 
then  trustees  of  this  charity^  their  heirs  and  assigns,  a  pew  or 
Beat  at  the  lower  end  of  the  church  of  Newoaetle,  adjoining 
the  steeple,  being  at  the  south  end  of  the  font,  ooiktaining  in 
length  14  feet^  and  in  breadiih  abont»  4  fieet,  in  tmat  tha 
oiiadty  ehaldrm  to  sife  in  every  Snnday. 

The  two  tmeteea  appointed  hf  the  teateiior  aepaFtttel^ 
aMDgned  their  respective  moieties  in  thia  trust  to  difoent 
jierBone* 

Hemy  HaMl^  by  indentures  o£  lease  sad  release^  dated  7tk 
and  Sth  Febraaiyy  1737,  oonyeyed  one  undivided  moiety  of  the 
trost  estates  to  John  Boome  and  his  heirs. 

By  indentures,  dated  24th  and  25th  March,  1 760,  John 
Bourne  conveyed  all  his  interest  to  the  Rev.  Jolm  Femeyhough, 
officiating  curate  of  Newcastle,  and  Thomaj?  Femeyhough, 
gentleman,  officiating  town-clerk  of  the  same  place,  and  their 
successors,  officiating  curates,  and  town-clerks,  for  ever.  Tiiis 
oonvevfince  seems  to  have  hrtd  the  only  effi?ct  of  giving  a  life  estate 
to  John  and  Thomas  Femeyhough  and  the  survivor,  for  want  of 
capacity  in  the  officiating  curates  and  town-clerks  to  take  in  suc- 
cession j  for  in  1760  there  was  only  a  chapel  at  Newcastle,  under 
the  rector)'  of  Stoke,  without  any  endowment  or  augmentation, 
though  it  has  since  been  made  a  rectory  by  Act  of  Parliament. 
No  subsequent  conveyance  having  taken  place,  this  moiety 
became  vested  in  Jane  Clownam  and  Deticia  Clownam,  the 
danghters  and  co-heiressea  of  John  Clownam,  and  in  Richard 
Monntfbrd^  the  bar  of  Ann,  the  late  wife  of  Sir  Frederick 
FhilHps  Robinson,  who  was  the  daughter,  and  npon  tlie  death 
of  her  two  brolliers,  the  heiress  of  Thomas  Feraieyhongh — 
John  Clownam  and  Thomas  Femeyhough  having  been  the  sons 
and  heirs  of  the  two  sisters  and  co-heiresses  of  John  Bonne. 

The  other  muBvided  moiety  of  the  trost  was  conveyed  by 
John  Fenton  by  indentmes,  dated  27^1  and  28th  April  1738, 
to  John  Fenton  the  younger,  Thomas  Fenton  and  Robert 
Fenton,  t^eir  heirs  and  assigns.  This  moiety  became  vested  in 
Robert  Fenton  as  the  survivor,  and  afterwards  in  Jane  and 
Delicia  Clownam,  through  their  mother  Jane  Clownam,  who 
Yfixa  the  daughter,  and  upon  the  death  of  her  brother  withont 
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issue,  one  of  the  co-heiresses  of  Robert  Fenton^  and  in  Elizabeth 
Fenton^  widow^  the  other  daughter  and  co-heiress  of  fiobert 
Fenton. 

For  several  years  previous  to  1803,  the  Rev.  John  Femey- 
hough,  who  was  appointed  a  trustee  in  1760,  had  the  entire 
management  of  tliia  charity,  the  other  trostees  having  never 
interfered  with  him  in  the  letting  of  the  property,  the  receipt 
or  application  of  the  rents,  or  in  any  other  matter  connected 
with  the  charity,  except  in  occasionally  nominating  boys  to 
supply  the  vacancies  in  the  school.  Mr.  Femeyhongh  died  in 
1808,  and  Mr.  Olownam,  another  of  the  tmstees,  died  about 
1807.  It  does  not  appear  that  in  the  interval  between  1803 
and  1807,  any  person  interfered  with  the  revenues.  ITpon  the 
death  of  Mr.  Clownam  the  only  trustees  living  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood were  females,  who  never  acted  in  the  trust,  ^d  the 
only  superintendence  exercised  was  that  of  Mr.  Thomas  Fenton, 
a  solicitor  at  Newcastle,  on  the  belialt'  of  lilizabetli  Fentoii, 
his  mother,  (with  the  occasional  assistance  of  liis  brother,  Mr. 
Robert  Fenton,)  for  the  purpose  of  filling  up  vacancies  in  the 
scholars,  and  kee])ing  on  f<jot,  in  some  degree,  the  objects  of 
the  trust.  They  did  not,  liowever,  feel  themselves  authorized 
to  interfere  any  further,  us  the  charity  accounts  were  left  by  Mr. 
Femeyhough  in  great  confusion,  and  it  was  supposed  that  there 
was  a  considerable  balance  due  to  his  estate  from  the  charity, 
the  accounts  with  the  schoolmaster  and  with  the  principal 
tenant  being  also  unsettled. 

The  property  now  belonging  to  this  chanty  consists  of  the 
following  particulars : — 

1.  — A  messuage,  buildings,  and  farm  in  Knutton,  containing 
by  admeasurement  48a.  2r.  24p.,  besides  some  small  encroach* 
ments  allotted  to  the  farm,  held  by  Thomas  Sparrow,  Esq.,  as 
yearly  tenant.  The  annual  value  was  estimated  at  £120,  but 
the  particulars  of  the  letting  will  be  more  fully  detailed  hrae- 
after. 

2.  — A  close  of  land  in  Enutton,  containing  2a.  1b.  7f.  The 
particulars  of  this  letting  will  also  be  stated  hereafter. 

8^ — malthouse  in  Kewcastle,  with  a  small  dwelling-house 
adjoining,  subject  to  land  tax. 
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4.  — A  parcel  of  land  in  the  lately  enoloeed  Pool  Field  afe 
Newcastle^  oontainiag  2b.  12p. 

5.  — A  close  of  land  in  the  StabVa  Field,  lying  partly  in 
Nevrcastle  and  partly  in  Stoke  pariali,  oontamiug  altogether 
aA.  2b.  16p. 

6.  — A  close  of  land  at  Knutton,  called  PiUy  Croft,  contain- 
ing 2a.  Ik.  30p. 

7.  — A  smairallotment  apon  Enatton  Heathy  lately  enclosed^ 
oontauung  1a.  0&. 

8.  — The  school  in  Newcastle^  and  the  house  adjacent 
thereto. 

The  two  last-mentioned  allotments  were  set  out  nnder  the 
inclosnre  in  1818^  in  lien  of  the  lands  previonsly  held  there  by 
the  trustees. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  particulars  relative  to 
the  letting  of  the  Knutton  estate,  and  the  close  formerly  in  the 
occupation  of  Richard  Khead,  the  schoolmaster. 

About  tlio  year  1789  (the  lltsv.  John  Femeyhougli  being  at 
tliat  time  the  only  acting  trustee),  the  estate  of  Knutton 
(including  the  close  occupied  by  the  schoolmaster  and  six  acres 
of  land  in  the  town  fields),  was  let  to  Mr.  George  Iio])inson  ad 
yearly  tenant,  at  the  rent  of  £7'),  the  landlord  pa}nng  all  taxes. 
Tn  I79(j  a  lease  of  all  these  premises  to  George  Rolnnson,  for  a 
tenn  of  21  years,  at  the  same  rent,  was  prepared  but  never 
executed.  In  1801  Mr.  Robinson  died,  and  Mr.  Thomas 
Sparrow,  who  had  previously  been  in  partnership  with  him  in 
another  farm,  belonging  to  the  Marquis  of  Stafford,  stated  that 
he  undertook  the  management  of  his  affairs  for  the  benefit  of 
his  family,  and  that  at  Lady-day  1802,  he  took  the  Knutton 
farm,  and  the  other  premises  above  mentioned,  on  his  own 
account  as'yearly  tenant,  upon  the  same  tonus,  viz.  at  the  rent 
of  £70,  ike  landlord  paying  all  taxes ;  but  that  previonsly  to 
Lady-day  1802,  he  had  no  interest  in  the  school  estate. 

The  close  afterwards  held  by  Mr.  Bhead,  tlie  schoolmaster, 
thougb  it  formed  part  of  the  premises  let  to  "Mr.  Sparrow,  was 
never,  as  Mr.  Sparrow  stated,  in  his  occupation,  for  that  it  had 
been  underlet  to  Mr.  Bliead,  before  he  took  the  fann,  by  Mr, 
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Eobinson.  The  aohoolmaster  stated  that  he  took  the  close,  in 
1805,  off  Mr.  BobiDSOD,  but  at  that  time  Mr.  BobiiiBon  had  been 
dead  between  three  and  four  years.  It  is  a  matter  of  dispute 
upon  whait  terms  the  schoolmaster  took  the  close,  whether  he 
was  to  pay  rent  acoording  to  the  proportion  which  the  taunt 
paid  for  the  whole  fann^  or  acoordbg  to  the  actual  value.  No 
settlemeut  eyer  took  plaoej  either  between  Mr.  Bobinson  or 
Mr.  Sparrow  and  the  schoolmaster.  The  six  acres  of  land  in 
the  town  fields,  were  not  in  Mr.  Sparrow's  occnpation  alter 
Michaehnaa  181 7j  at  which  period  all  the  holders  of  lands  in 
tiie  town  fields  give  them  np  to  the  commissioner  for  the  pur- 
pose of  the  indosure  ;  and  the  allotment  which  was  afterwards 
set  ont  to  the  trustees  in  lieu  tiiereof  was  let  to  another  person. 
T^e  proportion  of  the  rent  payable  in  respect  of  the  lands  in  the 
town  fields  is  calculated  to  have  been  about  £3  15s.  In  1820, 
at  the  instance  of  ^Ir.  Fenton_,  Mr.  Sparrow  agreed  that  the 
farm  should  be  valued,  and  that  he  would  either  take  it 
at  a  new  rent  according  to  suck  valuation^  or  pixe  it 
np  to  the  trustees.  Thomas  Ledward  and  Innes  liuolh, 
two  farmers,  living  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  experi- 
enced in  valuing  land,  were  appointed  for  the  purpose  by  Mr. 
Fenton,  the  former  having  been  also  approved  of  by  Mr. 
Sparrow;  and  the  farm,  exclusive  of  the  close  held  by  the 
schoolmaster,  and  of  the  allotment  for  the  lands  in  the  town 
fields,  was  valued  by  them  at  £120  8s.  Id.,  the  landlord  paying 
the  land  tax ;  the  house  and  buildings  to  be  put  into  tenantable 
fepaar.  It  does  not  appear  that  the  particulars  of  this  valuation 
were  communicated  to  Mr.  Sparrow,  but  he  understood  irova. 
Mr.  Fenton  that  it  was  upwards  of  £100.  No  agreement  was 
made  as  to  the  terms  upon  which  he  should  continue  tenant, 
nor  was  he  called  upon  either  to  give  np  the  land,  <ff  to  take  it 
at  the  ahove  valuation.  Mr.  Fenton  declined  proceeding  in  the 
business,  not  thinking  himself  fully  authorised  to  make  aby 
agreement  which  might  be  considered  as  an  acknowledgement 
on  the  part  of  the  trusteed  that  the  farm  was  held  up  to  Lady- 
day,  1822  (at  which  period  Mr.  Sparrow  had  notice  to  quit),  at 
the  rent  of  £70  only,  or  to  agree  to  any  settlement  of  acconiita 
witii  Mr.  Sparrow  until  he  could  have  the  opportunity  of  taking 
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our  advice  upon  the  su>)ject.  Mr.  Sparrow  consequently  con- 
tinned  in  possession  of  the  farm  without  any  specific  agreement ; 
lie  however  expressed  his  willinp^iiess  to  account  for  rent  from 
Lady-day,  1822^  at  tlie  rate  of  1120  a  year,  subject  to  a  deduc- 
tion for  tlie  amount  of  the  land  tax ;  but  he  stated  that  it  was 
his  intention,  to  give  the  farm  np  at  Lady-day^  1825. 

In  the  year  1781^  Bichard  Ehead^  the  Bchoolmaster,  was 
appointed  with  a  salary  of  30  guineas^  and  he  was  to  live  m  the 
dwelling-honse  on  the  school  promises  rent  &ee.  For  this 
sahury  he  was  to  teach  40  poor  boys,  who  were  to  be  nominated 
by  the  tmstees.  In  1784,  his  sakry  was  raised  to  40  guineas ; 
and  abont  1797  he  applied  to  the  tmstees,  and  requested  them 
to  increase  his  salary  to  60  guineas,  and  to  permit  him  to 
remove  his  residence  from  the  school-house  in  Newcastle  to  a 
farm  which  he  had  taken  aljoiit  a  mile  off,  at  Kuutton.  it  does} 
not  appear  that  the  latter  part  of  his  request  was  expressly 
agreed  to  by  the  trustees ;  but  he  afterwards  removed  to 
Knutton,  and  as  lie  was  attentive  to  the  duties  required  in  the 
school,  no  objection  appears  to  have  been  made,  neither  does  it 
appear  that  the  trustees  expressly  agreed  to  advance  his  salary 
to  00  guineas ;  but  they  appointed  50  boys  instead  of  10  to 
the  school,  which  they  had  insisted  upon  doing  if  they  did 
increase  his  salary  as  he  requested.  From  Midsonunery  1797, 
50  boys  were  appointed. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  founder  of  this  charity  directed 
that  £50  per  annum  should  be  applied  in  putting  out  apprentices. 
To  answer  this  portion  of  the  charity,  six  days'  work  of  knd 
which  were  devised  by  the  testator,  and  lay  in  the  Pool  Field, 

were  for  some  time  let  to  John  Massey,  a  mercer  at  Newcastle, 
at  about  15  5s.,  which  he  was  to  paVj  by  providing  clothes  for 
the  boys  who  were  appointed  by  the  trustees  to  receive  them, 
on  being  put  out  apprentices.  Upon  his  death  in  1803,  this 
land  was  let  to  Mr.  Plant,  a  mercer  in  Xewca-ile,  at  the  rent 
of  £7  17s.  6d.,  upon  the  like  terms  that  ho  was  to  |)rovido 
clothing  to  the  amount  of  £2  10s.  for  each  boy  to  bo  put  out 
apprentice.  In  1817  the  inclosure  commenced,  and  at  Lady- 
day,  1818,  an  allotment  having  been  set  out  in  Stubb's  Field 
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in  lieu  of  tho  common  land  in  the  Pool  Field,  Mr.  Plant  Lecamo 
the  tenant  of  that  allotment  at  £13  13s.,  being  allowed  tho 
amount  of  the  tithe  rent  which  was  £1  Ss.  S^d.  yearly,  those 
being  tho  tenns  fixed  upon  by  the  ci  jninissioner.  He  continued 
in  possession  up  to  liis  death  in  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1821, 
and  he  supplied  several  boys  with  clothing,  but  he  died  insol- 
vent, and  without  rendering  any  account.  At  Lady-day,  1822 
the  land  was  let  to  WiUiam  Shelley,  at  the  rent  of  <£13  Idfi.^ 
Bobjeet  to  land  tax  and  the  tithe  rent. 

This  is  a  flourishing  school:  the  master,  Mr.  Emmanuel  Earl, 
was  apiJOiiited  in  IbOi  ;  ins  salary  is  £120,  vvliicli,  with  house, 
garden,  and  coal,  is  equal  to  £150.  The  assistant  master,  Mr. 
John  Farmer,  receives  £85  per  annum  :  he  was  appointed  at 
Christmas,  1855,  The  clerk  to  the  trustees  is  Mr.  Thos.  Har- 
ding, the  to\>Ti-clerk.  The  scholars  pay  for  nothincr  ;  nnd  tho 
maximum  number,  120,  is  always  full.  The  revenues  are  fa-st 
increasing  in  the  funds,  and  from  all  sources  amounts  to  about 
£2000  per  annum.  The  lessee  of  the  chief  estate  (which  is  a 
mining  property),  Mr.  W.  F.  Gordon,  near  Wals^,  pays  a  mi- 
nimum royalty  of  £1000  per  annum  for  21  years,  with  the  option 
of  disoontinumg  at  11  yeare.  He  has  paid  in  one  half-year  aa 
mndi  as  £1500. 

A  new  scheme  was  made  in  1846,  consequent  on  a  oonYey- 
ance  to  new  tmsteee.  Thomas  Fenton,  one  of  the  old  tmstees, 

had  to  pay  over  £2,481  9b.  6d.  that  had  been  misappropriated. 

The  old  school  was  sold,  and  the  new  ones  erected  at  a  cost  of 
£1,870  in  1851  ;  and  affords  eight  square  feet  of  superficial  area 
for  each  boy.  ITiey  are  admitted  at  seven  yeiira  of  age,  and 
leave  when  fifteen. 

The  following  is  the  cooise  of  instmction ;  to  which  are  ap- 
pended  the  names  of  the  trustees  :— 

**  Hma  Lzssoirs. 

**  Sir,— Your  son  has  to  prepare  lessons  oa  the  under-mentioned  subjects,  on 
those  eve&ingB  viitten  opposite,  ia  the  ookmii  headed  'Time  of  Preparation.' 
Ton  wfllgnatlj  aiding  and  mean  the  Ix^sprogresfli,  by  can^^  to  givethe 
oeceaaaiy  time  for  thefrptapanlloii.  No  e?eiiiiig*s]e88Qiia  will  ooeiqqr  kaa  time 
than  one  boor  imAabalf.  When  attenrtfaiis  aie  made  ia  the  sdfeoeeta^  a  tab 
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circular  will  be  sent  to  you.  Subjects  —Scriptures,  arithmetic,  gi-animar,  geo- 
graphy, liistory,  English  composition,  spelling  (from  every  lesson),  tables, mensu- 
ratioo,  drawing,  practical  geometx>,  book-keeping. 

•*E.  Eari^  Head  Mmtcr." 

Tbustees .— The  Mayor  (J.  A.  ILili),  Thos.  Ward  (sol).  J.  Lamb,  J.  Hallam, 
T.  Turner,  L.  Elliot,  S.  Edwards.  J.  D.  Mort,  J.  B.  Phillips,  W.  Gartwright, 
W.  Hargreaves,  J.  Cooper,  and  S.  Mayer,  Esqrs. 


8CHEHE  K)R  OSBIE'8  ENGLISH  SCHOOL. 

That  there  shall  be  at  least  thirteen  trustees  of  the  said  charity,  and  that 
thegr  shall  always  be  persons  zondent  of  the  tovn  of  Newca8tle>uiider-Lyme,  or 
within  aeren  miles  tiusraof;  and  that  fipom  time  totupeaa  any  Tacaacyahanhi^^ 
among  thengi,  dMierby  deaths  reaigBation,wfiiBing  or  dfielinhig  to  act,  oeaanigto 
act  for  a  period  of  one  year,  inoapadty  to  act,  or  becoming  a  non-resident,  it  shall 
belawMfbr  the  said  tnistees,  at  a  special  meeting  to  be  held  hy  them  for  that 
purpose,  to  nominate,  elect,  and  choose,  some  fit  and  proper  person  or  persons,  to 
be  a  trustee  or  tnistccs,  in  the  place  or  places  of  hlin  or  them  so  dying,  resigning, 
refusing  to  act,  ceasing  to  act  as  aforesaid,  incapacity  to  act,  or  becoming  non- 
resident, so  as  always  to  fill  and  keep  up  the  fidl  nuinl)cr  of  thirteen  trustees  ; 
provided  always,  that  the  said  trustees  shall  summon  to  such  special  meeting  lur 
the  election  of  any  new  trustee  or  trustees,  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  the  body 
ooiporsteof  tlm  borough  of  Newcastle  aforesaid,  for  the  time  bsong,  and  the  said 
mayor  and  aldenuen  shall  severaOy  be  entitled  to  vote  with  the  said  trastees  in 
the  eleetbn  of  any  new  trustee  or  trustees;  pfovidedtiiatif  any  trustee  shaIl*also 
be  the  mayor  or  one  of  the  aldermen  of  the  said  borough,  such  trustee  shall  only 
be  entitled  to  one  vote,  unless  he  shall  be  a  chainnan  of  the  said  special  meeting, 
in  which  case  he  shall  be  entitled  to  a  second,  or  casting  vote,  in  all  cases  of 
equality  of  votes  ;  and  tliat  sueli  person  or  persons  so  elected  shall  sign  a  memo- 
randum in  the  minute-book  of  the  trustees  of  his  or  their  acceptance  of  the  oftice 
of  trustee  ;  and  iiiuuediatdy  afterwards  every  such  person  so  elected  and  chosen 
shall  be  competent  to  act  as  a  trustee  in  all  matters  relating  to  the  eliarity, 
whether  he  shall  bo  one  of  the  trustees  in  whom  the  charity  estates  and  property 
shaU  liar  the  tune  bemg  be  legally  Tested  or  not;  and  that  whenever  tim  trustees 
in  whom  the  trust  estates  and  property  shall  be  legally  vested,  shall  by  any  of  the 
ways  and  meaaa  aforesaid  be  tednoed  to  five,  or  sooner  if  the  acting  tmateee  for 
the  time  being,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  shall  deem  it  expedient  or  necessary ; 
the  trustees,  or  peraom  in  whom  such  legal  estate  shall  then  be  vested,  shall  well 
and  effectually  convey  and  assure  the  trust  estates  and  property,  so  that  the  same 
may  vest  in  such  new  tnisfee,  nominated,  elected,  and  ohosenas  aforesaid,  jointly 
with  the  survi'n'nt?  or  ( i  iitinuiug  trustees. 

3.~That  nunc  of  the  trustees  of  the  charity  shall  at  any  time,  either  directly 
or  indirectly,  accept  a  lease  of,  or  hold  or  occupy,  the  said  estates  and  property, 
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ur  uuy  part  Uiereof,  fur  tiih  owu  bcaicfit,  or  for  tUc  bonefit  of  any  oUier  pewm  or 

persons. 

S.'^That  llie  tnulees  for  tbe  time  bebg  ahaU,  from  time  to  time^  let  and 
deouae  the  diarity  eatatea  (exoqyt  the  maater^a  leaidBiioe  and  adiool  premiaea), 
and  alao  the  aittmga  and  pew  in  the  pariih  dwxdi  of  Newcastle  aforesaid, 
fmjftfigiiig  to  tbe  charity,  unleaa  audi  aittiiiga  or  pew  sball  be  required  for  the  use 
and  accommodation  of  tbe  master  awl  scholars  nf  tbe  said  school,  at  tbe  best 
amnml  rent  or  rents  that  can  be  rca«<onahly  oljlaint  tl  lor  t lie  same,  either  from  year 
to  year,  or  for  any  term  or  number  of  j  eai  s  not  excccdinc^  fourteen  years  in  posses- 
sion, and  not  in  reversion,  iind  witbout  taking  any  liiK-  on  tbe  granting:  ol  any 
such  demises  mul  tliat  on  tbe  granting:  of  any  Icascis,  tbe  lessees  sball,  if  required 
by  tbe  trustees,  execute  counterparls  of  tbe  leases  to  be  granted  to  tbem  rcspect- 
tirely,  urbich  leases  sball  contain  eovenanta  with  the  tmateea  for  the  due  payment 
of  tbe  rent  and  proper  enltivation  of  thehmd,  and  for  the  lepair  and  protection 
of  the  hooaea  and  bnildinga  oompriaed  therein  reapectivelf,  and  all  or  any  other 
uanal  and  proper  oovenanta ;  and  ahall  abo»  if  repaired  by  the  troateee,  give 
snifident  aeeonty  for  the  dae  payment  of  tbe  rent^  and  performanoe  of  the 
oovenanta  to  be  reaerred  by  and  contained  in  aooh  leaaea  reapeotivdy. 

4.  — That  tbe  trustees  for  the  time  being  of  tbe  charity  eatatea  and  property, 
may  elect  one  of  tbemselvcs,  or  some  other  fit  and  proper  person,  to  be  receiver 
of  tbe  rents  and  proGts  thereof;  but  such  receiver,  if  one  of  tbe  trustees,  shall 
not  rcccivn  any  remuneration  for  Km  tronhlo  therein  ;  hnt  if  not  one  of  tbe  trustees, 
be  sball,  if  re*iuired  by  tbe  trustees,  ^'ive  suliietVnt  seeurily  for  duly  accounting 
for  and  panng  tbe  monies  which  ujay  come  to  hi^  bands,  ami  for  tlie  faithful  i)er- 
formancc  uf  Ida  duty  ;  such  receiver  to  continue  in  office  uutil  lie  bbuU  resign  the 
aame^  or  be  remored  therefrom  by  the  other  of  the  aaid  tniateea,  or  the  m^jor 
part  of  them,  at  any  time;  and  anch  reoorer  not  being  one  of  the  troatceai  may 
be  remoneiated  for  hia  txonble  by  the  tmateea  out  of  the  renta  and  profita  of  the 
aaid  eatates  and  property,  provided  that  anch  remnneration  do  not  exoeed  five  per 
cent,  npon  the  renta  reoeired, 

5. <— That  the  reoeiTer  or  trustees  for  tbe  time  being  shall  keep,  or  canae  to  be 
a  regidar  tU'Coimt  of  bis  and  their  receipta,  expenses,  and  disbonements,  in 

respect  of  the  said  charity,  and  that  such  account  sball  be  made  up,  examined, 
and  audited,  yearly  by  the  trn<itces,  at  one  of  their  quarterly  meetinga,  and  aigned 
by  the  chairman  of  such  meeting. 

6.  — That  all  acts  autliorised  or  required  to  be  done  by  the  said  (nistres,  except 
the  notice  for  calling  a  nieetin'^  as  hereinafter  mentioned,  shall  i)e  done  at  a 
nieellngof  the  tniRtcfs,  and  no  trustee  shall  be  aulhurined  to  act  except  at  a 
iiieelijig;  and  ail  (iu(  stioua  that  may  eoine  before  such  trustees,  may  be  done  and 
dedded  by  the  majority  <iS  the  tmateea  who  ahAlI  be  present  at  any  meeting,  the 
whole  number  preacnt  at  every  auch  meeting  not  being  leea  than  five;  and  the 
truateea  preaent  at  eveiy  meetmg  ahall  diooae  a  diairman,  and  aneh  chairman 
ahaU  have  a  second  or  oaating  vote  in  all  caaea  of  equality  of  votea ;  and  minutea 
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of  the  proceedings  at  all  meetiugB  of  the  trustees^  contaiuiiig  the  names  of  the 
tnistees  preaent  »t  suolk  meetings,  shall  be  cbcswn  vp  and  &irly  and  f  uUy  entered 
into  abcwk  to  be  kept  bf  the  leoeim,  or  such  peceoiii  ae  the  tnuteeeaba^ 
fortbatpupoefl^  and  ahall  be  signed  hj  the  chairmaiii  preaiding  al  cwvcj  sodi 
raeBting,  and  the  aaid  miindm  ahall  be  open  to  the  mapeotionof  any  rated  inhiAi- 
taut  of  the  aaid  ]}orou^h,  from  cleren  o'clock  in  the  momiztg until  three  o'dook  in 
the  afternoon  of  each  ila\ ,  Sundays  excepted,  for  the  space  of  ten  days  after  every 
meeting,  and  any  such  inhabitants  shall  be  :it  liberty  to  make  copirs  of,  or  extracts 
from  the  same  ;  and  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  three  of  the  said  trustees  to  require 
the  master  to  csill  ii  special  meeting  of  the  trustees,  by  delivering  a  notice  in 
writinsr  to  the  saiil  master,  specifying  the  business  proposed  to  be  transacted  at 
such  special  meeting ;  and  iu  case  the  luastcr  simil  neglect  to  call  such  mcctiug, 
sndi  three  tnutees  may  oall  sadi  meeting;  and  in  every  case  of  meeting,  a  sum* 
mooa  to  attend  the  meetmgtapecifying  the  bnameaa  proposed  fo  be  tranaaetod  aft 
fttch  meeting,  signed  by  the  master  (or  in  his  negieok  by  any  three  tnuteea), 
shall  be  left  at  the  nanal  place  of  abode  of  erery  tnistei^  three  dear  days  at  least 
before  such  meeting,  tmd  no  business  shall  be  transacted  at  such  meeting  other 
than  what  shall  be  specified  in  such  notice;  provided  always  that  there  shall  be 
four  quarterly  meetings  in  every  year,  at  which  the  trustees  shall  meet  for  the 
tmnsaction  of  general  business,  and  no  notice  shall  r^eed  to  be  given  of  the 
business  to  be  transacted  on  such  quarterl}'  days,  cxccpi  thai  the  notice  siiail 
specify  it  to  He  a  quarterly  meeting;  and  one  of  the  said  quarterly  meetings  shall 
Ije  holdeu  ou  the  iirst  Tuesday  iii  March  iu  every  year  ;  iuid  the  trustees  shall,  at 
their  said  meeting  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  March,  decide  the  day  and  hour  at 
▼hidi  the  three  following  quarterly  meetings  shall  be  hdden,  piofided  that  the 
said  tmstees  sbaU  he  at  liberty  to  hold  their  meetings  in  any  eonrenient  room  in 
the  bouse  of  the  said  master  or  at  such  other  plaoe  as  tiiey  m^  determme; 
provided  also  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  trustees  to  appoint  out  of  their 
own  body,  from  time  to  time,  such  and  so  many  committees,  cither  of  a  genocal 
or  a  special  nature,  consisting  of  such  number  of  persons  as  they  may  thmk  fit, 
for  any  purpose  or  purposes  which  in  their  discretion  would  be  better  regulated 
and  managed  by  such  committee,  but  that  the  acts  of  every  snch  committee  shall 
be  submitted  to  the  tnistccs  lor  their  approval  and  eonllrmation. 

7.  -Thai  a  particular  description  of  the  charity  estates  and  property,  with  the 
scheme,  shall  be  entered  in  a  book,  which  shall  be  kept,  together  with  the  deeds, 
leases,  doenments^  Toneho^,  papers,  and  writings,  belonging  to  the  said  charity,  m 
m  a  oheat,  to  be  deposited  for  safo  cnstody  in  the  parish  ohnreh  of  Newcsstle 
aforesaid,  or  m  some  other  plaee,  at  the 'discretion  of  the  tmstees  for  the  time 
being,  to  which  ch^t  there  shall  be  two  separate  and  diffisrent  locks,  the  key  of 
one  of  which  locks  shall  be  kept  by  the  receiver  for  the  time  bem^,  end  the  other 
key  shall  be  kept  by  such  one  of  the  trustees,  not  being  the  receiver,  as  shall  be 
nominated  by  the  said  trustees  for  that  purpose,  or  if  at  any  time  there  shall  not 
be  a  receiver,  tliat  then  the  keys  '^li'dl  he  kept  by  such  two  of  )he  trustees  asshall 
be  nominated  by  the  said  trust  ee&  lor  that  purpose. 
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8.  — That  a  memorial  or  short  account  of  the  said  charity,  and  the  estates  and 
piuj>trty  belonging  thereto,  or  applicable  to  its  support,  shall  be  painted  on  a  board, 
and  iixed  up  in  some  suitable  and  conspicuous  place  in  the  said  parish  church  of 
Newnstlealbimid,  «idadii|lioatethef«of  dnU^  m  the  aafaoal, 
which  boards,  and  the  insoriptkm  thereon,  shall  alwajra  be  kept  ckan  aod  legible 
al iliD eipcDBe  of  theoliaritj;  ud  emy  gobeeqaoit  master  of  the  aaid  ediool 
ahaU,  upon  being  aivpointed,  sign  a  irritten  pledge  th^  be  inll  not  Tolnntaxily 
quit  his  situation  without  giving  such  notice  (not  less  tfaaiCilme  oalendarmonftlit) 
as  may  be  satisfactory  to  the  trustcoi  for  the  time  being. 

9.  — That  as  the  present  school,  and  the  dwelling-house  adjacent  thereto,  are 
verj-  old  and  dilapidat^i,  nnfl  most  ineligibly  situated,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
trustees  to  sell  and  di8po^^f'  ot"  ilie  same,  and  to  apjily  the  money  arisint'  therefrom 
towards  the  purchase  of  a  piece  of  laud  in  a  more|  (Xinvenient  situuliou  in  Xew- 
castle-nnder-Lyme  aforesaid,  and  in  erecting  and  building  thereon  a  new  school 
and  direDing-lMMifle  iritii  snitable  oatbdldinga  and  offloes^  aa  n  zeaidenoe  for  the 
adtod-master  for  the  time  being;  provided  that  no  greater  aom  than  shall  be 
tepgnmdvi  l^tiie  master  to  vhomthia  eanae  stands  rsfeRedr  melndnig  tlierem 
the  money  to  arise  from  the  sale  of  the  old  adiool  and  dmUing-honai^  duJl  be 
espendcd  in  such  porehase  and  new  buildings. 

10.  — That  the  master  for  the  time  being  shall  personally  teach  and  instruct 
gratis  so  many  of  the  poor  children  of  Newcastle  aforesaid  as  it  shall  ap])c.ir  to 
the  trustees  from  time  to  time  can  conTcniently  and  i)roperly  be  taught  (;md  as 
shall  be  nominated  by  the  said  trustees  for  that  purpose),  English  grammar, 
reading,  writing,  and  casting  accounts,  and  that  no  child  shall  be  nominated,  or 
continue  in  the  said  school,  who  cannot  read,  or  who  shall  be  under  seven  years  of 
age,  or  above  fifteen ;  and  that  the  cihildten  ahall  be  inatmeted  in  the  principles  of 
the  Chxistiaa  leUgiott,  that  they  shall  xead  daily  some  portion  of  the  aaored 
soriptnres,  and  also  that  suitable  prayers*  vpsmntd  of  by  the  tnuteea,  shall  be 
read  in  the  school,  mornings  and  evenings,  by  the  master. 

11. — That  the  school  be  open  from  nine  to  twelve  o'clock  m  the  morning^ 
and  from  one  to  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon ;  no  school  to  be  held  on  Sundays, 
nor  on  Saturdays  in  the  afternoon  That  the  holidays  be  fixed  for  Midsummer 
and  Clu'istmas,  and  not  to  exceed  four  weeks  each  time,  and  the  Queen's  birthday, 
Christmas-day,  and  Good  Friday  and  that  the  master  may  give  such  other  ooca* 
sioual  hohdays  as  the  said  trustees  shall  authorise. 

ISi,— l!hat  m  ease  any  of  ti»  seholait  shall  be  guilty  of  gross  misbehavioar,  or 
imptopwcQodiiot^  orbeiirqgalarinhiasAtendanceatt^^  « 
tfansgnss  the  mlea  or  onkrs  of  the  aaid  tnisteea  for  the  ma&agement  of  the 
adioQl  and  km  the  good  goremmcnt  oi  the  scholars  tiheran*  the  mast^  may 
admonish  or  punish  him  therenpon,  and  if  no  amendment  or  reform  shall  take 
place  he  shall  report  the  same  in  writing  to  the  trustees,  whereupon  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  them  if  they  should  think  proper  to  mate  an  order  for  the  master  to 
stispend  or  expel  sucli  eliild  from  the  .school,  and  that  thereupon,  but  AOt  other- 
wise, the  master  shall  suspend  or  expel  such  child  aooordingly. 
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13.— Thfit  the  trastees  lor  tbe  time  being  shall  liave  power  to  make  fresli 
r^:ukLiom  irom  time  to  time  touching  the  mode  of  edacatioii  of  the  scliolars  of 
the  Slid  scihoo],  tnd  <m  all  oilier  matters  and  things  relating  to  the  iutcrnal  mauage- 
mentof  tiiis  ohanty ,  aiid  from  time  to  time  to  zepeil  or  vary  any  of  andifiitmie 
rognlatioiu^  and  to  make  oiben  in  liea  thereof,  and  all  each  ngolatioiia  ihall  be 
coaaidered  aa  snd  be  part  of  the  praMnt  soheme— prorided  thc7  be  not  inooo^ 
aisteiit  villi  the ptoviaioiia  of  the  prcaent  acfaeme;  and  ahall  hare  fiill power  to 
remove  or  discharge  the  master  from  the  maaterahip  of  the  said  school,  for 
immorality,  neglect  of  dntj,  incBipaeity  from  permanent  iUnesa,  or  infirmity,  or 
other  sufficient  cause. 

14— That  ewy  master  of  the  said  sdiool  before  he  shall  take  the  office  mider 
tiie  said  trustees,  or  enter  into  the  posBeamon  of  any  messuages,  buildings^  lands^ 
tenements,  or  heraditaoMnts  belonging  to  the  said  school  or  to  the  said  charity, 

shall  si^  a  memorandum  to  the  followiug  effect,  such  original  memorandum  to  be 

ent«^  and  signed  by  him  in  the  minute  book  of  the  trustees: — "T,   • 

haying  been  appointed  muster  of  tlic  Free  Scliool  at  Newcastie-undcr-Lyme,  in 
the  county  of  Stafford,  orijrinally  founded  under  the  will  of  the  Rev.  Edward 
Orme,  beitriug  dale  on  or  uljuut  tlic  i/ U»  day  of  Jebniar)',  170i,  for  the  free 
education  of  poor  children,—^  hereby  promise  and  undertake  to  quit  and 
detiver  np  to  the  tnuteea  of  the  aaid  ehanfy  fbr  the  thne  being,  anmediatelr  on 
bcinff  removed  or  diaobaiged  from  the  maeterahq^  of  the  aaid  adioo],  bj 
anthorify  ci  the  tnuteea,  tiie  poaaeasioa  of  all  and  mignlar  the  meaanage^ 
bnildinga,  landa,  ienemrats^  and  hereditaments,  and  all  other  matteia  and  tbmgs 
of  the  said  charity,  which  I  shall  or  may  be  in  the  possession  of  or  holding  as 
master  of  the  said  school,  and  belonging  thereto  or  to  the  said  charity ;  and  tiiat 
in  case  I  sliJill  neglect  or  refuse  to  deliver  up  the  possession  thereof,  and  of  every 
part  thereof,  tlie  said  trustees  shall  and  may  enter  into  and  upon  the  premises  of 
which  posscsiou  shall  not  be  deliver^  up  as  aforesaid,  and  take  possession  of 
the  same.  As  witness  my  hand  the  day  of  18  .** 

15. — That  the  trustees  shall  not  refuse  to  nominate  any  child  eligible  to  this 
charity,  if  the  number  of  children  upon  the  foundation  should  not  exceed  fifty, 
but  nevertheless  that  nothing  herem  contamed  shall  be  const rtn  ti  to  limit  the 
number  of  the  foundation  children  to  be  ndraitted  to  the  said  school,  if  the  means 
and  accommodation  will  afford  education  for  more  than  tiity,  and  on  ail  nomina- 
tions of  scholars  the  trustees  shall  give  a  preference  to  the  children  of  the  most 
deaenringindnatribus  persons,  inhafaitaiita  of  NeweaaUe  afbreaaid,  andinnoeaa» 
shall  any  child  be  nominatod  a  sdiolar  of  the  aaid  school,  or  be  admitted  or  eoa- 
tinned  therHD,  who  ahaU  be  aJboted  vikb  aD7  oibiabe  diaeaae  « 
an  infections  nature. 

IC— That  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  said  charity  estates  and  property  shall, 
from  thM  to  timfl^  be  aiiilied  and  expended  by  tho  iniateei 
mentiioiicd  (that  ia  to  aay),— 
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lu  the  repairs  of  the  charity  estates  and  property,  and  in  insuring  the  build- 
ings upon  the  said  estates  against  loss  or  damugc  by  fire,  and  in  :dl  other  neces- 
sary and  proper  expenses  attending  the  mauagcmont  of  the  said  estates  and 
property,  and  the  execution  of  the  trusts. 

Tn  rctainmj^  the  sum  of  live  pounds  yearly,  to  be  applied  when  opportunities 
offer  in  putting  out  apprentices  poor  eliildrcn  inhabiting  "N'oweastle  aforesaid,  to 
be  selected  by  the  trustees,  by  and  with  the  coui>cut  and  approbation  of  the 
mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgesses  of  Neireastile  Kfoiesaid,  preference  bemg  always 
given  to  ehfldren  wlio  shftll  have  been  educated  in  the  said  school 

In  investing  the  sum  of  five  pounds  every  half  year  in  their  names  in  a  savings' 
bttik^imtilthfisaiDeshaUamoiuxttoaoompetentsQm,  tobelaidoiitm  pur- 
ohaae  of  stock  in  the  poblio  fiuub,  and  shall  in  like  manner  invest  the  inienet 
and  dividends  to  arise  thenfrom,  so  as  to  aeeumidate  and  fom  a  veBerved  fwid» 
to  be  applied irhen  occasion  may  require  in  the  rebuilding  or  extraoidinaiy  repairs 
of  the  honaes  and  buildings  belonging  to  the  charity;  provided  always  tliat  when 
by  the  means  aforesaid,  such  reserved  fund  shall  nmount  to  the  sum  of  five 
btiudred  pounds  so  invested  as  aforesaid,  and  so  long  as  the  same  shall  continnc 
unreduced  by  such  rebuilding  or  extraordinary  expenditure  as  aforesaid,  hvhw 
that  amount, — the  trustees  for  the  time  bein^  shall  bo  at  liberty,  if  they  tlunk  iit, 
to  reduce  the  said  annual  sum  of  ten  pounds  or  wholly  to  refrain  from  making 
any  addition  to  such  reserved  fund,  except  by  the  investment  of  the  dividends 
thereon. 

In  pa>iiient  of  a  oimpetcut  sxdary  to  the  master  of  the  said  school,  m  iurthcr 
compensation  for  his  bbour  and  pains  in  teaching  the  scholars  and  conducting  the 
adiool  in  manner  hereinbefore  mentioned,  and  to  the  satisfai^ion  of  the  said 
tnuteea;  and  in  regulating  the  amomt  of  sodi  salaixthe  tmsteea  are  to  have 
regard  to  the  avenge  number  of  soihohun  for'the  time  bong  fieqnentmg  the 
school 

Lk  providing  such  books  for  the  scholarB  as  the  trustees  in  thev  diaeretkm 
ghall  think  proper,  the  books  beang  either  for  tho  use  of  the  scholan  or  to  be 
given  as  prizes  to  the  most  deserving  of  them  on  an  annual  eiamination  for  that 
purpose,  as  to  the  tnuteea  shall  seem  fit. 

And  if  after  making  all  the  pajmenta  and  inveabnenis  heieinbefoKe  directed 
and  anthoriaedto  be  made  and  done,  there  diould  be  a  surplus  of  sndi  renta 
and  proita  in  any  year,  then  the  trustees  ahaU  invest  suoh  surplus  in  th^  own 

names  in  a  savings'  bank,  until  the  Same  shall  amount  to  a  competent  sum  to  be 
laid  out  in  the  purcfiase  of  stock  in  the  public  funds,  and  shall  in  like  manner 

invest  the  interest  nrj]  (^tvi(h'nds  to  arise  therefrom,  so  as  to  acenmu late  and  form 
an  additional  reserved  fund,  to  be  api)lied  when  occasion  may  require  for  extra- 
ordinarj-  repairs  of  the  charity  cst-ite  and  property,  or  other  cxigtmcies  of  the 
trui^t,  or  in  increasing  or  exieudxiig  the  :iaid  charity  or  the  beneQts  to  be  dehred 
thereCrom. 
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Cowell's  akd  Baqnall's  Gifts. — By  deed  poll,  dated  29th 
June,  1674,  reciting  that  John  Cowell,  hj  mSX,  dated  9th  Jn^^ 
1655,  had  directed  that,  after  the  payment  of  his  debts  and  lega- 
cies, the  residae  of  his  personal  estate  shonid  be  disposed  of  to 
SQch  charitable  uses  sa  Thomas  Bagnall  and  John  Wood«  whom 
he  appointed  orerseers  of  his  irill,  should  think  fit  and  appointi 
and  further  reciting,  that  by  an  order  of  the  Court  of  Chanoefy, 
dated  drd  Jane,  1670,  in  a  snit  institated  by  Thomas  Bagnall 
and  John  Wood  against  the  exeoators  of  the  testator,  it  was 
ordered  that  the  sum  of  £293  15s.  should  be  paid  to  the  plain- 
tififs,  in  satisfaction  of  the  residue,  but  that  the  sum  of  £120 
thereof  was  not  to  be  disposed  of  till  the  end  of  Hcvenye.trs,  for 
tlio  reasons  in  the  said  order  mentioned  ;  and  further  reciting, 
that  Thomas  Jiaguall  and  John  Wootl  iiad,  according  to  the 
directions  of  the  testator,  disposed  of  £23  I  js.  amongst  his  poor 
relations,  lea\aDg  £270 ;  and  that  they  had  put  forth  the  whole 
sum  of  £270  (althongh  £120  thereof  was  not  to  be  paid  at  tho 
present)  upon  mortgage  of  eertain  messuages,  lands,  and  here- 
ditaments in  Brerehurst,  as  by  indentures,  dated  10th  and  11th 
August,  1C70,  would  appear:  It  is  witnessed  and  declared,  that 
Thomas  Bagnall  and  John  Wood,  in  performance  of  tho  trust 
in  them  reposed,  appointed  the  sum  of  £270  to  the  uses  follow- 
ing, Yiz., — £140,  part  thereof,  to  purchase  lands  or  an  annuity 
of  the  yearly  value  of  £7,  or  so  much  as  the  same  would  pur- 
chase, for  the  maintenance  of  a  sufficient  preaching  minister,  at 
New  chapel,  alias  Thursfield  chapel,  in  the  parish  of  Wblstan^ 
ton,  in  case  the  money  secured  by  the  mortgage  should  be  paid 
in,  and  if  not,  that  the  yearly  sum  of  £7  should  be  paid  for  the 
like  purpose  out  of  the  profits  of  the  mortgaged  lands ;  and  they 
appointed  the  sum  of  £180,  residue  thereof,  to  be  applied  in  a 
purchase  of  lands  or  a  rent  of  the  yearly  value  of  £6  lOs.,  or  so 
ihulIi  as  the  same  would  purchase;  or  if  the  principal  money 
should  not  be  paid  in,  £6  10s.  yearly  of  the  interest  thereof  to- 
wards the  maintaining  of  a  school  dame  of  the  borough  of  New- 
castle, to  teach  and  catechise  30  poor  children  of  the  poor  inlia- 
bitants  of  the  borough ;  and  they  directed  that  the  £140  should 

2  3 


Digitized  by  Google 


1 


206  daub's  BCHOOfL. 

be  paid  into  tlic  hands  of  Jolm  Rowley  and  others^  of  Wolstan-' 
ton,  and  the  i&130  into  the  hands  of  Thomas  Shaw  and  others, 
part  of  the  corporation  of  the  borough  of  Newcastle;  and  that 
the  lands  or  rents  purchased  with  the  several  sums  above-men- 
tioned, should  be  assured  to  socb  persons  respectiTely. 

Baokaix's  Gitt.— Thomas  Bagnall,  by  will,  dated,  17tli 
Jnlj,  1675,  and  proved  in  the  manor  court  of  Newcastle,  be> 
qneathed  to  the  niayor,  bailiffs^  ^c,  £50,  in  trust  to  porohaae 
lands  or  a  rent-charge  of  408.  yearly,  to  be  disposed  of  to  the 
encouragement  of  a  school  dame,  inhabiting  within  the  borough, 
to  teach  10  poor  cliildrcu  yearly  of  the  mliuljitants  of  the 
buiuvigh, — (to  which  nse  it  is  recited  some  money  had  been 
appointed  by  John  Cowell  deceased,) — the  scholars  to  be  nomi- 
nntod  by  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  and  caj^ilul  burgesses ;  and  the 
residue  to  be  applied  in  buying  catechisms  and  books  for  the 
poor  scholars  to  learn  in,  and  bibles  and  testaments  as  far  as 
the  same  would  extend. 

Tn  a  list  of  the  charities,  entered  in  one  of  the  corporation 
books,  after  mentioning  the  bequests  of  John  Cowell  and  Thos. 
Bagnall,  it  is  added,  "  which  charily  is  £8  per  annnm,  and  is  in 
the  corporation's  hands/' 

By  the  decree  of  the  Conrt,  to  which  aUosion  is  made  in  the 
notice  of  the  free  grammar  school,  dated  7tii  February,  1 740,  it 
is  ordered,  that  the  sums  of  which  the  corporation  were  thereby 
directed  to  pay  annually,  should  be  over  and  above  the  annual 
sum  of  £8  theretofore  paid  to  an  Eno-lish  school. 

This  has  not  been  in  operation  for  25  years  or  more. 


HATKELL'S  CHARITY  FOR  SCHOOLS. 

Thomas  Hatrell,  of  Newcastle,  by  will,  dated  20t]i  May, 
1794,  directed  that  his  eicecntors,  viz.,  his  wife,  William  Jervis, 
Peter  Walthall,  and  Charles  Hassells,  should,  as  soon  as  con* 
veniently  might  be^  out  of  his  personal  estate  pot  oat  tiie  sum 
of  £2,000  upon  some  good  and  snffident  public  or  private 
security,  the  produce  thereof  to  be  paid  yearly,  and  distributed 
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for  eyer  in  patting  oat  poor  children  to  school^  at  five  of  the 
poorest  schools  in  Newcastle,  an  equal  namber  at  each ;  and  he 
directed  that  his  wife  should  have  the  nomination  both  of  the 
schooli  and  children  daring  her  life,  and  at  her  deceaw  that 
tiie  same  shoold  devoh«  on  hia  execaton  or  troateea^  as  the 
ease  might  be;  and  whenever  his  ezecatoira  ahoold  be  redoced 
to  the  namber  of  two,  he  direotod  that  fhej  ahoold  appoint 
three  troateea  to  act  with  ihem  for  the  purposea  aforesaid,  and 
so  whenerer  the  aaid  trnsteea  ahoold  be  redooed  to  two,  that 
thej  ahonld  appomt  three  more. 

The  legacy  of  £2,000  was  invested  in  the  purchase  of 
£2,802  Is.  8d.  latL"  Tiu-y  five  per  cents;  the  amount  of  the 
legacy  duty  haviiif]f  I  clh  advanced  by  Lord  St.  Vincent. 

John  Taylor  is  master  of  the  head  school  situated  in  Brind- 
ley-street,  Liverpool-road.  There  are  but  three  of  the  schools 
recipients  now;  the  one  is  conducted  by  Mrs.  Moreton,  who 
has  £12  15s. ;  and  the  other  by  Miss  Smith,  who  has  £13  8s.  8d. 
per  annum.  The  master  of  the  head  school  has  £24,  and  one 
guinea  fqr  coals  per  annum,  for  which  he  teaches  28  boys,  who 
pay  for  their  books  only ;  bat  they  do  not  receive  any  money 
or  shoes. 


ALMSHOUSES. 

Christopher  Monk,  Duke  of  Albemarle,  by  his  will,  dated 
July  4th,  1G87,  directed  that  a  sum  not  exceeding  £1,500 
ahonld  be  laid  oat  In  erecting  a  hospital  or  almshoose  for  20 
poor  widows,  and  tSiat  £4,000  (to  be  raised  oat  of  his  real  and 
personal  estates^)  ahoold  be  laid  out  in  the  porchaae  of  lands 
Ibr  the  perpetoal  endowment  of  the  same. 

By  indentore,  dated  Jane  24th,  1757,  between  the  right 
honourable  John  Earl  Graavillej  tlie  right  honoorable  Gronyille 
Earl  Gower,  and  Bernard  GranyiUe,  Esq.,  of  the  one  part^  and 
Edward  Buss,  gentleman,  Thomas  Tibbetts,  gentleman,  and 
John  DeweSj  Esq.,  of  the  other  part,  reciting  the  will  of  the 
said  Duke  of  Albi'inarle,  and  that  the  performance  of  the 
charity  had  devolved  on  Earl  Granville,  Earl  Gower,  and 
Bernard  Granville,  who  were  become  entitled  to  a  considerable 
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pai't  of  the  Duke's  CiitAatcs  ;  and  reciting  thiit  a  hospital  had 
been  erected  at  Newcastlc-under-Lymo,  and  that  the  parties 
had  agreed  to  endow  the  same  as  thereinafter  mentioned,  and 
imd  agreed  to  fill  up  the  hospital  (which  was  divided  into  20 
apartments  nambered  horn  1  to  20J  with  2U  poor  widows^  as 
follows,  that  is  to  baj,  tiie  Earl  Granvnlle  and  his  heirs  for  ever 
to  fill  up  the  apartments  numbered  1  to  6  indasiTej  and 
the  Earl  Grower  and  his  heirs  for  ever  to  fill  up  the  apartments 
numbered  7  to  12  incloBirej  and  Beniard  Granyille  aiud  bis  heirs 
for  ever  to  fill  up  the  apartments  nnmbered  13  to  18  inclusive, 
and  in  regard  to  the  tiro  apartments  nnmbered  19  and  20^  the 
same  were  to  be  filled  up  alternately  by  the  three  parties  and 
their  heiis^  the  Earl  Granville  having  the  first  nomination  there- 
to»  the  Earl  Gower  the  second,  and  Bernard  Granville  the  third ; 
It  is  witnessed  that  Earl  Granville,  Earl  Gower,  and  Bernard 
Granville  severally  covenanted,  for  themselves  and  their  respec- 
tive lieirs,  with  Huss,  Tibbetts,  and  Dewes,  tlmt  they  would  re- 
8])ec-tivcly  pay  to  tlieni  and  their  heirs  au  annuity  of  £53  6s.  8d. 
(making  a  total  amn  of  LIGU  per  ann.)  clear  of  all  deductions,  by 
quarterly  ]>aymentsi  in  every  year,  upon  trust  to  be  nppHed 
yearly  m  follt^ws,  viz.,  £20  (part  of  the  £100)  to  })c  yearly  di  I  '  sod 
of  at  Michaelmas  in  bnving  a  l)]ue  gown  and  petticoat  for  each 
of  the  widows,  who  sliould  be  compellable  to  wear  the  same  on  all 
occasions  when  out  of  the  hosiMf  il,  <m  pain  of  losing  the  bene- 
fit of  the  charit^j  the  residue  of  the  £  1  dO  to  be  disposed  of  for  the 
maintenance  and  support  of  the  20  widows  equally ;  and  the  Earl 
Granville  covenanted  with  the  trustees  to  invest  £1^338  Os.  8d. 
(being  one-third  part  of  the  £4,000)  or  a  larger  sum,  in  the 
purchase  of  lands  in  Staffordshire,  or  Derbyshire,  that  would 
be  sufficient  to  pay  the  yearly  sum  of  £53  6s.  8d.,  being  his 
proportion  of  the  annual  sam  of  £160,  or  in  ihe  purchase  of  an 
annuity  of  like  amonnt,  to  be  charged  on  lands,  and  to  be 
settled  upon  the  aforesaid  trusts,  and  conveyed  to  the  trustees ; 
and  Earl  Gower  entered  into  a  similar  covenant  with  regard  to 
one  other  8rd  part  of  the  annuity  of  £1  GO,  and  Bernard  Granville 
entered  into  a  similar  covenant  as  to  the  remaining  one-third 
part  of  the  same  annuity ;  and  it  was  provided  that  the  hospital 
should  for  ever  be  repaired  as  followss,  (thai  is  to  say,)  the 
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spartmentB  numbered  1  to  6,  incluaiYe,  hy  the  Earl  GranviUe 
aad  his  heirs,  those  numbered  7  to  12,  indiuive^  hy  ihe  Eail 
Grower  and  his  heirs^  and  those  nnmbered  13  to  18^  indasiTe^ 
bj  Bemaird  QranviUe  and  his  heirs,  and  the  remaining  i^art- 
ments  nombered  19  and  20,  as  well  ae  the  walls,  fences,  pave- 
ments^ foondation,  main  walls  and  roof,  to  be  repaired  at  the 
joint  expense  of  the  three  parties  and  their  heirsj  and  it  was 
fiirther  agreed  that  the  conveyances  to  be  made  to  the  tnistees 
should  be  upon  trust,  tliat  within  three  months  from  the  death 
of  any  of  them,  the  survivors,  at  the  request  of  Earl  CJranville 
and  others,  should  convey  the  premif^es  to  the  ubc  ui  liiomselves 
and  snch  other  persons  as  Ejirl  Granville  and  others,  and  their 
heirs,  sliouid  direct,  and  so  from  time  to  time  for  ever ;  and 
further,  that  Earl  Granville  and  othera,  ajid  their  heii«,  i»hould 
and  might  from  time  to  time  make  such  further  bye-laws  for 
the  regulation  and  gOTerumeut  of  the  charity  as  to  them 
ahould  seem  meet. 

There  is  a  building  in  Newcastle  containing  20  sets  of 
apartments,  each  set  having  two  rooms  and  a  pantry,  and  there 
is  a  garden  behind. 

The  only  endowment  to  the  hospital  consists  of  the  three 
seyeral  sums  of  £53  6s.  8d.  above  mentioned. 

A  widow  is  appointed  to  each  set  of  apartments,  according 
to  the  number  ol  buuii  «ei,  as  directed  by  tlie  deed. 

The  direction  contained  in  the  deed  of  1 757,  as  to  providing 
a  gown  and  petticoat  for  each  widow,  having  been  found  incon- 
venient,  it  has  been  neglected  for  some  years,  and  the  whole 
annual  sum  of  £1^0  is  therefore  paid  in  mon  oy  for  their  support; 
each  widow  receives  a  weekly  allowance  of  Os.  in  money  eveiy 
Saturday,  amounting  to  £156  per  annum,  and  the  remainder  of 
the  £160,  being  £4  per  annum,  is  made  up  to  the  widows  by 
an  annual  payment  of  40.  a-piece  to  them  in  addition  to  the 
weekly  allowance,  some  time  about  Christmas  in  each  year. 

"When  any  almsperson  dies,  the  weekly  allowance  up  to  the 
time  of  the  funeral  is  |)aid  to  the  person  who  is  at  the  charge 
of  burying  them,  and  what  accrues  afterwards  during  the 
vacancy  is  paid  to  the  person  who  is  afterwards  appointed. 
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SIR  JOHN  BOWYER'S  CHARITY. 

B7  indenture,  dated  20th  Axigostf  14th  Charles  II*,  Sir 
John  Bowyer,  of  Kniperslej,  baronet,  granted  to  the  mayor, 
iMuliffii  and  bnrgesseB  of  the  borough  of  Newcastle,  the  yearly 
rent  of  £5  8s.  tobe  issning  oat  of  several  messoages  or  bm-gage 
tenements  and  apirartenances  situate  in  tlie  borough  of  New- 
castle, to  the  intent  that  the  said  yearly  rent  should  be  employed 
by  them  and  their  sucoessors  for  the  placing  and  settiug  forth 
every  year  two  of  the  children  of  the  poor  burgesses^  inhabitants 
of  ^e  said  boroagh^  bom  within  the  said  borough,  to  be 
apprentices  to  some  honest  trades  and  callings,  and  to  the 
buying  of  two  bibles  to  be  bestowed  upon  the  said  apprentices 
at  the  time  of  their  being  bound,  one  of  the  said  apprentices  to 
be  nominated  by  the  said  Sir  John  Bowyer  as  often  as  he  should 
think  lit. 

The  premises  out  of  which  this  payment  is  made^  are  two 
houses  on  the  west  side  of  the  High-street  belonging  to  John 
Gabriel  Smith. 

Apprentices  hare  been  from  time  to  time  placed  out.  There 
is  also  a  bible  given  to  the  children,  the  cost  of  which  is  4s.  6d. 
or  5s.  The  children  apprenticed  are  always  those  of  poor  bur- 
gesses, inhabitants  of  Newcastle. 


RICHARD  BAGNALL*S  CHARITY. 

It  is  stated  in  a  list  of  charities  entered  in  the  corpo- 
ration books  in  the  year  1725,  that  there  was  given  by  Mr» 
Biohard  Bagnall  20s.,  to  be  distributed  yearly  to  the  po<Mr,  at 
the  discretion  of  the  mayor,  the  head  justice,  Mr.  John  Fenton, 
Ifr.  Thos.  Fenton,  and  Mr.  Burton,  charged  on  his  new  house 
in  the  Iron-market,  in  trust  to  put  out  poor  apprentices,  such 
as  should  not  be  provided  for  by  the  town,  as  the  trustees, 
there  heirs  and  assigns,  and  the  mayor  and  chief  justice  for  the 
time  beings  or  any  three  of  them,  should  direct. 

The  house  charged  with  tiiis  payment  was  part  of  an  estate 
formerly  belonging  to  Bichard  Bagnall^  and  now  to  Lord 
Stowell  and  the  Honourable  Thomas  Windsor.    The  house  had 
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been  lold  before  tbe  property  cune  to  them^  firee  of  mcam- 
bfftDces^  and  the  rentcbarge  bas  always  been  paid  out  of  the 
rent  of  tbe  remaimng  part  of  the  property.  It  is  applied  in 
aBsfsting  poor  persons  to  pnt  ont  their  duldren  apprentioes* 


BEMARKS. 

Some  of  the  Charities  of  Newcastle,  it  will  be  perceived^  ara 
in  abeyance,  and  it  would  be  well  if  the  Town  Council  wduld 
memorialize  the  Charity  Commissiuners  as  to  tl^eir  revival. 
The  latter  would  send  down  an  Inspector  to  take  evidence,  aa 
they  have  done  elsewhere;  and  no  doubt  this  would  not  only 
lead  to  the  revival  of  these  dormant  charities,  but  a  restitution 
of  the  monies  made  use  of  wrongfully  for  so  many  years.  The 
most  sexiotis  one  is  that  of  Smith's,  of  London.  A  suit  was 
once  commenoed  to  recover  this  benefaction,  but  it  was  aban^ 
doned.  The  caose  of  sach  abandonment  is  not  known  now. 
This  case  should  be  bionght  prominently  nnder  the  notice  of 
the  present  Charity  Commissioners*  The  reader  is  x^emd  to 
page  B4i,  where  the  opinion  of  the  Charity  ComrnxBrionera  of 
1828  is  recorded. 
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GNOSALL. 


Gnosall  is  a  large  and  ancient  village,  seven  miles  from 
Stafford;  the  parish  ia  six  miles  long,  and  contains  2,500 
inhabitants^  with  8,000  acres  of  land.  The  church  contains 
1^000  sittings,  350  being  ttee;  the  parsonage  honse  cost 
£1,100  in  the  erection. 

CARTWRIGHTVS  FREE  SCHOOL. 

By  indenture  dated  6th  Octob^^  lt>5d,  it  was  witnessed,  that 
Edward  Cartwright,  of  Cowley,  yeoman,  enfeoffed  unto  John 
Hail,  and  nine  others,  and  their  heirs,  a  cottage,  garden,  and 
hemp  gnmnd,  together  with  a  close  or  pasture,  called  the  Ryd- 
dings,  then  in  two  parts,  and  the  meadow  thereto  adjoining,  situ- 
ate in  Qreat,  Onn  and  Plaidriok,  in  the  connty  of  Stafford ;  and 
a  dose  or  pastnre,  called  the  Holte  Fkti  Pasture,  shooting  up 
to  TroigeU  Gate,  and  containing  hj  estimation,  six  acres, 
more  or  less,  situate  in  the  lordship  of  Cowley  and  Cotton, 
or  one  of  them,  in  the  county  of  Stafford,  to  the  use  of 
Edward  Cartwright,  for  life,  and  after  his  decease,  then  to  the 
intent,  that  &e  feoffees  and  their  heirs,  should  teploy  and  give 
wholly  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  premises  to  such  school- 
master or  schoolmasters,  abiding  withki  the  parish  of  Gnosall, 
as  the  greater  part  of  the  feoffees  should  from  time  to  time 
elect  and  approve  of,  for  tiio  free  educating  and  teaching  of 
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fourteen  poor  chadren,  bom  and  inhabiting  within  the  pariah 
of  GiiDoaU,  in  good  literature^  for  and  towards  the  focmdatioii 
of  a  grammar  school  there^  afl  BlKnild  be  tlioaght  by  ithe  greater 
part  of  the  feoffees^  from  time  to  iune^  to  be  most  fit  to  be 
vebered  and  free^  tanght,  witfaont  espeotmg  anything  from  tlie 
parente  «r  fiiendi  of  eaok  fourteen  poor  sobolarB,  over  and 
above  the  profits  of  tiie  premifles;  with  the  liberty  also,  forthe 
major  port  of  the  feoflees  and  their  heini,  as  well  to  displace  as 
elect,  eveiy  saoh  intended  schoohnaBter  or  adhoolmastenSy  in 
ease  he  or  they  did  not,  npon  reasonable  monitkm  given  by  the 
major  part  of  the  fisoffiaes,  decline  and  abstaan  from  any  sneh 
vice  or  thing  whereof  he  or  they  should  be  known  to  be  culpa- 
ble ;  and  it  was  also  thereby  declared,  that  the  sum  of  lOs. 
should  be  yearly  allowed  out  of  the  premises,  and  spent  upon  a 
dinner  fur  tLe  feoffees,  at  tlieir  meeting  ;  and  Liiat  the  feoffees 
should  retain  out  of  the  said  rents  and  profits,  all  sums  of 
money  necessaniy  expended  rn  and  about  the  trust. 

By  indenture,  dated  19th  July,  1656,  reciting  the  aforesaid 
indentorej  but  that  liveiy  of  seisin  was  not  duly  executed  in 
the  life-time  of  Edward  Gartwright,  by  reason  whereof  Edward 
Cartwright^  ^ptafy  thereto^  as  heirs  of  ihe  said  Edward  Ckrt- 
wright,  deceasedj  had  commenced  proceedings  in  ejectment,  to 
try  his  title  to  the  premises ;  it  was  witnessed,  tiiat  Edward 
Cartwright  (party  thereto)  being  satisfied,  that  tiie  cottage  and 
lands  mentioned  in  the  recited  indenture,  were  by  Edward 
Cartwright,  deceased,  intended  to  be  employed  to  the  uses  in 
tiie  indenture  mentioned ;  and  in  consideration  of  £14  paid  to 
him  by  John  Hall,  enfeoffed  and  confirmed  unto  John  Hall,  and 
nine  otlit  rs,  and  Llicir  heirs,  the  premises,  to  the  use  of  John 
ilall,  until  the  sum  of  £1-4  should  bo  raised  and  paid  out  of  the 
rents  and  profits  of  the  premises;  and  afterwards  to  the  uses 
and  upon  the  trusts  mentioned  in  the  aforesaid  indenture. 

The  trusts  have  been  continued  by  a  succession  of  convey- 
ances  to  new  trustees. 

There  was  a  room,  hwlt  many  years  ago,  in  which  tihe  school 
used  to  be  held.  The  master  found  the  situation  of  this  room 
disagreeable,  and,  with  the  consent  of  the  tmatees,  removed 
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the  scholars  to  his  own  house.  The  old  school  was  let,  first  to 
an  iudividnal,  and  aftenvnrdB  to  the  parish,  who  wished  to  have 

it  for  the  residoncc  of  a  pau})er. 

In  the  deed  of  the  founder  statefl,  iliat  he  gave  this 
endowment  towards  the  foundation  of  a  grammar  school ;  bat 
it  does  not  appear  that  classical  instruction  was  ever  given  in 
the  scliool.  Mr.  Thomas  Parton,  who  is  now  seventy  years 
old^  has  twentj^eight scholars,  fourteen  of  whom  are  free;  the 
others  that  leam  to  write  pay  Id.  per  week.  The  income  is 
£32  per  annnm  from  land  and  buildings,  and  £3  Is.  iErom 
tithes  since  the  year  1852.  £5  per  annnm  is  retained  for 
repaxrs.  Mr.  Parton  has  been  master  of  the  school  for  thirty- 
five  years,  and  pays  rent  for  his  residence. 


MRS.  ALICE  HUDSON'S  CHARITY  FOE 

EDUCATION. 

By  indenture,  dated  27th  September,  1660,  Alice  Hudson, 
widow,  granted  unto  Richard  Clayton,  and  nine  others,  and 
their  heii>;,  an  annuity  or  yearly  rent  of  iOs.  to  bo  issuing  out 
of  her  closes  or  pastures,  called  the  Brooim  hurst  and  Wheat- 
crofl,  situate  in  Apcton,  near  the  windniill,  witln'n  the  parish  of 
Bradley,  in  the  county  of  Stafford,  upon  trust,  yearly  to  employ 
and  bestow  the  same  towards  the  education,  teaching,  and 
mniTitenance  of  five  poor  cliildren  at  school  in  Gnosall,  or  in 
Kniglitley,  in  the  county  of  Stafford,  and  for  buying  of  them 
books,  the  said  five  children  to  be  elected  in  the  townships  of 
Gnosall,  Knightlcy,  HoUis,  Moor  End,  Old  Moore,  Alston,  and 
Apeton,  or  some  of  them,  by  the  said  feoffees,  and  the  survivors 
of  them,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  as 
to  them  or  the  major  part  of  them  should  be  thought  meet ; 
and  np<m  trast,  when  six  of  the  feoffees  should  be  dead,  within 
three  months,  to  assign  the  said  rent-charge  to  six  other  Bnb« 
stantial  feoffees,  to  be  elected  by  the  three  snrvivors,  or  any 
tirff  of  Iton,  from  time  to  tune,  in  the  coonliy  of  Stafford,  so 
fhat  the  three  snrvirors  eisecnte  the  trust  with  the  tax,  new 
IftKiflhes.  .  • 
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'  The  trustees  now  living  of  this  charity  are,  the  Rev.  William 
Hiekin,  Mr.  John  Lees,  Mr.  John  Cotton,  snd  "Mx.  Joseph 
^ylor. 

The  sum  of  40s.  a-year  is  received  from  Henry  Crockett,  qf 
Little  Onn  Hall,  Esq.,  the  owner  of  the  lands  charged. 

The  money  is  paid  to  a  schoolmistress  in  Gnosall,  for  which 
she  teaches  five  poor  children,  both  boys  and  girls,  to  read,  and 
the  girls  also  to  sew.  The  trustees  name  the  children,  who  are 
chosen  from  the  townships  mentioned  in  the  deed,  or  some  of 
them.  The  instruction  is  wholly  free.  The  trustees  are  satis- 
fied with  the  management  of  the  sdioolmistress,  who  has  about 
forty  scholars. 


GNOSALL  CHARITIES. 

Hubsok's  CaABiTT. — ^AHce  Hudson,  1660,  40s.  per  annum 
ont  of  Broomehnrst  and  Wheatcroft  pastures,  in  Apcton,  for 
educating  and  nuuntaaning  fire  poor  children  at  school,  and  for 
their  books. 

Baker's  Charity. — Frances  Baker,  16G5,  the  rent  of  North 
Moor  Pitt  Fields,  5a.  3k.,  for  the  poor  who  do  not  receive  parish 
pay  or  part  of  the  ten  shilling  dole. 

Babkfibld's  Chabitt* — ^Robert  and  George  Barnfield,  1692, 
£8  of  the  rent  of  lands  in  Gnosall  and  Haughton,  for  twelve 
poor  persons  on  Good  Friday,  and  St.  Thomas's  day.  The 
moiety  of  the  residue  on  Michaelmas  and  Lady-days,  10s.  each 
to  the  poorest  in  Gnosall. 

Smabt  avd  others'  Chabitt. — James  Smart,  John  Collier, 
Mary  Foster,  and  Thomas  Foster,  1716,  and  1728,  interest 
thereof  in  bread  weekly,  £75. 

Paeisii  Lands. — 6s.  8d.  in  bread  to  the  poor,  remainder  in 
repairs  of  the  parish  church".  ITiese  lands  comprise  ^7a.  Ok.  33p. 
At  one  time,  no  less  than  £1,500  was  laid  out  on  the  church 
from  this  fund. 
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JAiiKs's  Charity. — Francis  James,  1768,  rents  of  £26  2a.  4d. 
land  in  Gnosall:  6s.  8d.  for  repairs  of  the  church,  remainder  in 
lOs.  doles  to  the  poor,  twice  a  year.  Tliis  charity,  now  about 
£40  pi  r  annum,  should  be  given  to  ten  poor  people  only,  as 
directed  by  the  donor,  less  the  6s.  8d.  ibr  the  church. 

Davenhiij/s  Ohabittv  Davenhill,  1768,  rent  of  a 

honBO  for  bread  to  poor  people,  not  leas  thsa  50  years  of  a§pe, 
every  Snnday* 

JmrnsBOix*B  Chabitt. — Thomas  Jenldnson,  4d.  a  week  in 
bread  for  the  poor,  every  Sunday,  out  of  Wakeley  Piece,  at 
BiUington. 

Bailey's  Chtartty. — Joseph  Bailoy,  6d.  each  to  ten  poor 
persons,  on  Whit  Sunday,  out  of  rent  of  Phillips's  field. 
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Abbot's  BBOKunr,  a  deoajed  market  town«  of  one  long  8injet» 
belonged  aadentij  to  the  Abbey  of  BlitUntry.  It  is  six  nillea 
north  of  Bngdi^^  and  oontains  1500  inhabitants  and  8400  acres 
of  land*  The  manor  was  formerly  oalled  Paget^s  Bromlej^ 
having  belonged  to  that  fhmily  after  the  diasohitkm  of  tlie 
abbeys.  The  ehnroli  (St.  Nioholae)  is  a  large  handsome  febno 
in  the  centre  of  the  town,  but  its  gothic  character  was  ii^ared 
by  repaii's  in  the  Itaijiui  st^  le,  about  iG90. 

THE  FREE  SCHOOL. 

Richard  Clark,  citizen  and  dyer,  of  London,  by  his  willy 
dated  the  28th  of  September,  1606^  bequeathed  tbe  sun  cf 
£300  to  the  intent  that  the  parishioners  of  the  town  of  Bromleyj 
whera  he  was  bom,  should,  within  five  years  after  his  decease, 
pnrchase  lands,  tenemeDts  or  hflveditsinientsty  of  the  yearly 
valne  of  £20  or  more^  of  an  estate  of  inheritance  in  h&  simple, 
towards  the  erecting  and  maintenance  of  a  free  school  within 
the  town  €i  Bromley  &r  ever,  whesein  Hib  children  of  the 
inhabitanfa  of  the  same  town,  and  of  other  towns  within  seven 
aulas  compass  thereof  should  and  mi^  be  taught  and  in* 
sfarncted  in  gnonmar,  or  other  good  literature,  for  ever. 

Tlie  investsieiit  of  this  legacy,  appeam  firom  aa  intetare, 
dated  the  27th  November,  4  James  Ist^  (1606),  between  John 
Beardmope,  of  the  first  port,  and  William  Lord  Paget,  and 
eleven  others,  nine  of  whom  are  described  as  parisluunt^^  and 
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inhabitants  in  Abbot's  Bromley,  alias  Paget's  Bromley,  of  the 
other  part;  whereby,  after  reciting,  among  other  things^  the 
above-mentioned  will  of  Bichard  Clark,  John  Beardmore,  in 
oonsideration  of  the  snm  of  £300  g^ranted,  bargained  and  sold 
io  the  pazties  of  the  second  part^  their  heirs  and  assigns,  aU 
that  messuage  or  tenement^  with  all  bmldingpi,  orchards^  gardens, 
and  croft  thereto  belonging,  together  with  certain  meadows  and 
pastures,  and  divers  parcels  of  Luid,  veiy  many  m  nnmber, 
therein  parttciilarly  set  forth,  and  generally  described  either  as 
lands,  butts,  or  doles  of  meadow,  lying  in  fields  and  meadows 
therein  named,  describing  their  abuttals  by  the  names  of  the 
tenants  of  the  adjoining  lands  [see  Appendix],  and  which  are 
stated  to  be  in  Whiston  Eaves,  in  tlie  parish  of  Kingsley  ;  and 
it  was  agreed,  lietween  tlio  parties  nf  the  pecond  part,  that  tho 
whole  profits  of  the  lauds  and  premises  should  at  all  times 
thereafter  be  employed  towards  tlip  erecting  and  maintenance 
of  a  free  school  within  the  town  of  Bromley,  according  to  the 
will  of  Richard  Clark ;  and  that  when  m  many  of  them  should 
be  dead,  as  that  there  should  remain  only  four  alive,  such  four 
should  convey  the  premises  to  so  many  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  town  of  Bromley,  and  their  heirs,  to  the  intent  aforesaid, 
as  should  again  make  up  the  number  of  twelve  persons,  and  so 
from  time  to  time  continually;  and  John  Beardmore  did  thereby 
covenant,  that  the  premises  were  then  of  the  dear  yearly  value 
of  £20,  at  the  least,  above  all  charges  and  reprizes,  and  at 
mush  value  by  the  year  should  or  might  be  letten. 

By  indenture  of  lease,  dated  the  27th  of  July,  6th  James  I., 
1608,  the  trustees  mentioned  in  the  preceding  deed,  demised 
the  premises  (describing  them  as  being  then  or  late  in  the  occu- 
pation of  Bichard  Bradshaw  or  his  assigns)  to  John  Beard- 
more,  the  vendor,  for  a  term  of  1,000  years,  at  the  yearly  rent 
of  £20.  And  on  the  2nd  November,  10th  James  T.  (1612), 
they,  by  another  indenture,  bearing  date  on  that  day,  again 
demised  them  to  John  Nicholls  and  Richard  Hunt,  for  a  term 
uf  1,000  years  then  next_,  at  the  same  yearly  rent  of  120. 

The  property  conveyed  by  John  Beardmore  has  been  trans- 
mitted, by  a  scries  of  trust  deeds  to  successive  trustees,  upon 
tie  uses  expressed  in  the  tot  mentioned  deed,  but  in  none  of 
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which  siibseqaent  trust  deeds  is  any  notice  taken  of  either  of  the 
terms  of  1,000  years,  granted  by  the  tirst  trustees. 

The  validity  of  these  leases  ajppears  very  questionable.  Had 
the  first  lease  granted  to  Beardmore  been  coeval,  or  nearly  ao, 
with  the  conyeyance  from  him  to  the  trustees,  the  whole  might 
have  heen  considered  as  one  transaction,  constituting  merely 
the  purchase  of  an  annuity  of  £20  out  of  this  land  in  the  shape 
of  a  reserved  rent ;  but  the  interval  of  more  than  a  year  and  a 
halfj  which  had  elapsed  between  the  conveyance,  and  the  lease, 
and  during  which  the  premises  had  been  in  the  oocapation  of  a 
third  person,  appears  incompatible  with  this  view  the  tran- 
saction. It  seems  probable  that  the  trustees  may  have  found 
it  difficult  to  obtaiii  a  rent  of  £20  for  the  premises,  and  that 
*  Beardmore  took  them  bade  upon  lease  in  discharge  of  his 
covenant;  no  circumstances,  however,  are  disdosed  to  justify 
the  length  of  term  granted.  The  second  lease  to  other  lessees 
was  probably  granted  on  the  surrender  of  the  first,  and  if  so^ 
its  validify  would  stand  upon  similar  grounds. 

In  the  year  1760,  George  Hunt,  and  Anne  his  wife,  who 
seem  to  have  been  the  possessors  of  the  premises  imdcr  the 
lease  of  1(312,  conveved  them  bv  lease  and  release  to  a  trustee 
in  fee,  with  a  fine  to  bar  Juwer.  And  by  indenture,  dated  the 
11th  of  July,  1701,  Raiidlo  Wilbraham,  their  tmstee,  in  con- 
siderotion  of  £700,  conveyed  by  their  directi  on,  all  the  before 
mentioned  premises,  (described  as  lying  in  Winston  and  Lees, 
in  the  parisb  of  Kingsley,)  except  the  mines  and  veins  of  coal 
lying  under  the  same,  to  the  use  of  William  Goodwin  and  his 
heirs,  subject  to  the  payment  of  £20  a  year  to  the  feofiees  or 
trustees  of  the  Free  Grammar  School  of  Abbot's  Bromley, 
during  the  residue  of  the  term  of  1,000  years,  created  by  the 
indenture  of  demise  of  the  2nd  November,  10  James  1st.  It 
is  unnecessary  to  state  this  transaction  more  at  large,  as  it  is 
evident  that  it  could  not  afifect  the  title  of  the  trustees  to  the 
reversion  in  fee  expectant,  on  the  expiration  of  the  term  of 
1,000  years. 

The  greater  paart  of  the  estate  was  afterwards  sold  by 
William  Goodwin,  in  seversl  portions,  to  different  purchasers, 
to  whom  he  conyejsd  their  respective  premises  in  fee.   One  of 
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these  portions,  containing  30a.  3r.  1p.  was  sold  to  William 
Pattison,  subject  to  the  annual  payment  of  £20  to  the  trustees 
of  the  Bchool,  bj  which  arrangement  it  was  supposed  that  the 
porchasers  of  the  other  parte  held  their  portions,  for  which. 
Huj  give  the  full  value,  exonerated  from  this  charge.  This 
vent  of  £20  which  was  previooe^  paid  by  Goodwia,  wee 
regnUofy  teoeived  by  the  a^oofanaBter  from  Faftfeiaoii. 

The  school  eetato  Hea  «fc  Leea  and  Whiston^  in  ihe  parisli  of 
Kjoigaleyj  m  a  diatriot  called  the  M oorianda ;  bnt  the  veiy 
yagne  deacription  of  the  peroela  in  tiie  old  deeds,  a&d  tiie 
absence  of  any  eesly  survey  or  eatiiBAte  of  qnantiiy,  render  it 
eectremely  difficult,  if  not  impossible^  to  identify  the  premises 
whidi  are  now  nnderstood  to  oonstitate  the  school  property, 
with  those  origmally  conveyed.  SerenJ  of  the  ancient  descrip- 
tions are  inapplicable  to  the  preaent  parceila,  and  seem  to 
comprehend  lands  which  are  not  now  found  in  tins  estate.  For 
instance,  there  are  mentioned  in  Beardmore's  conveyance,  "a 
meadow  called  the  Hobiron,  lying  along  the  waters  of  Chumet," 
and,  "  two  lands  lying  in  CLesilaigh  along  Churnet ;  "  whereas 
the  river  Chiiniec  is  nearly  a  mile  distant  from  any  part  of  the 
premises,  now  considered  as  the  scliool  estate. 

This  appears  to  indicate  an  alienation  at  some  former  period 
of  part  of  the  estate.  There  exists  a  memorandum  in  the 
hand-writing  of  a  former  master  of  the  school  containing  many 
particulars  concerning  the  property,  in  which  it  is  stated,  that 
in  1763,  three  years  after  the  conveyance  to  Goodwin,  Anne 
Hunt,  widow  of  George  Hunt,  and  a  party  to  that  conveyance, 
sold,  as  freehold,  the  piece  of  land  called  the  Hobiron,  far  £60; 
another  piece  called  the  Dirty  Radfenoe,  for  £H ;  and  a  parcel 
of  lands,  ''described  in  tlM  aohool  purchase-deed  by  their 
sevml  names  (but  whidb  names  are  not  specified  in  the 
mmoraadnm},  containing  abont  twealy  eight  acres,  to  one 
Smith  and  his  heirs,  for  £450.  It  is  impossible  to  snthsoticate 
tibe  facts  stated  in  tins  memoxandnm,  or  to  identify  the  pareeb 
so  aUedged  to  have  been  sold,  nor  is  it  easy  to  coaoeive  by 
what  right  Anne  Himt  ooidd  hava  assomed  to  make  such  sales 
after  the  conveyance  to  Goodwin.  It  is  at  the  same  time  to  be 
obssrvedy  that  in  the  oiigiiial  ooafeywoe  from  Bssrdmoie^  the 
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premises  arc  described  as  consisting  almost  entirely  of  lands, 
do]v9  and  butts,  lyinpr  in  open  fields;  these  have  been  subse- 
quentiy  inclosed,  though  it  is  not  known  at  -what  period,  and  on 
such  inclosures  it  is  probable  that  exchanges  were  made,  and 
the  old  boundaries  altered.  The  division  of  the  estate  among 
vanous  holders^  and  the  payment  of  the  whole  rent  by  ono  of 
them^  as  issiiing  out  of  his  portion  only,  continued  to  he 
acquiesced  in,  will  tend  still  further  to  obflcciie  Uie  evidence  of 
the  original  extent  of  the  school  property. 

Upon  the  best  infonnation  obtained,  as  to  the  promisee 
reputed  to  form  the  Abbof  s  Bromley  school  estate,  they  appear 
to  consist  of  abont  100  acres  of  old  inclosnre,  and  near  50  acres 
of  allotments,  made  in  respect  thereof  from  various  commons 

in  the  parish,  inclosed  about  45  years  ago. 

Tn  tho  memorandum  before-mentioned  it  is  stated,  that 
part  of  the  school  estate  called  in  the  purchase  deeds  Brad- 
shawls  house,  had  been  sold,  but  not  when,  or  by  whom* 

In  a  memorandum  signed  by  the  trustees,  and  dated  the 
16th  of  November,  1782,  the  trustees  agreed  with  certain 
persons,  by  the  names  of  Wheeldon  and  Smith,  to  grant  them, 
for  the  consideration  of  £150,  all  Hke  coal  under  a  certain  land 
or  lands  at  Whiston  or  Lees,  then  in  the  possession  of  William 
Qoodwin,  for  the  term  of  800  years  from  the  date  thereof.  But 
no  doubt  the  sum  paid  under  tlus  agreement  was  adequate  to 
the  value  of  the  coal. 

It  may  be  observed,  that  in  the  document  before  mentioned, 
in  the  handwriting  of  a  former  master,  it  is  stated,  that  under 
the  28  acres  sold  in  1 763,  by  Anne  Hunt,  to  Smith,  there  was  » 
vein  of  coal  or  slack ;  it  would  seem  probable  that  the  land  so 
sold  did  not  form  part  of  the  land  in  die  possession  of  Goodwin, 
to  which  this  contract  for  coal  alone  extended.  But  as  those 
28  acres  are  not  identified,  no  conjecture  can  be  made  of  the 
value  of  cool  contained  in  Uiem. 

Of  this  £150,  part  of  it,  £51  Is.,  was  immediatolj  expended 
in  the  repair  of  the  school  house,  and  a  sum  of  £85,  belonging 
to  the  trusty  was  afterwards  in  the  hands  of  an  individual,  at 
interest,  which  was  probably  the  residue  of  the  purchase 
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money,  after  dedacting  these  repairs  and  the  costs  of  the  gra&t, 
which  were  to  be  defrayed  by  the  trustees.  Abont  fifty  years 
ago  another  considerable  repair  of  the  school  was  fonnd 
necessary,  to  which  £55  of  this  £85  was  applied,  and  the 
remainder  was  ezhansted  by  the  expenses  attending  the  con- 
veyance of  the  trust  premises  to  new  trustees. 

The  rent  of  £20  is  retained  by  the  schoolmaster,  and  with 
5s.  a-year,  received  from  Lovatt's  charity  (of  which  an  accotmt 
will  be  subsequently  given) ,  constitnes  his  salary  as  master  of 
the  free  school.   He  inhabits  the  school  premises  rent  free. 

Tliose  prciniscf!  conf?ist  of  nn  old  but  convenient  dwelling- 
house,  with  a  schoul-rooni  under  the  same  roof,  and  tlireo 
gardens,  covcrinfr  in  the  whole  about  three  quarters  of  an  acre. 
Part  of  the  garden  ground  was  added  under  the  Bromley 
Inclosure  Act,  in  Hen  of  a  small  allotment  made  in  respect  of 
the  school  premises.  How  this  hoiise  was  acquired  to  the 
charity  is  not  known,  but  it  may  be  conjectnred,  that  it  was 
boilt  with  the  first  rents  of  the  estate  at  Whiston. 

Kg  specific  number  of  freo  scholars  was  fixed  by  the 
founder,  nor  does  it  appear  wliat  regulations  were  adopted  by 
the  trustees  in  former  times,  as  to  their  number  or  the  mode  of 
appointing  then ;  but  for  many  years  past  it  was  customary  for 
each  trustee  to  nominat  e  one  scholar,  and  thus,  as  the  number 
of  trustees  has  Taried  by  death,  the  namber  of  scholars  has 
Taried  with  it. 

The  Grammar  School  was  shut  np  more  than  a  year  ago — 
JoF;eph  ChnmberB,  the  master,  having  been  discharged  in  1858. 
The  fund  is  accumulating  for  repairs,  &c.,  and  a  new  body  of 
trustees  will  be  formed,  as  only  two  of  the  old  ones  are  now 
alive. 

The  great  question  is  as  to  the  long  illegal  leases.  The 
surface  value  of  the  land  is  abont  £150  per  ann.,  and  the  mines 

must  be  of  considerable  value.  Those  leases  ought  to  be 
declared  voi<l,  mid  then  a  noble  foundation  fuml  n  ulJ  bo 
created,  wlucii,  it.  la  to  be  hoped,  the  trudleeii  will  accomplish. 
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ABBOT'S  BBOML£Y  CHABITI£S. 

The  hospital  was  founded  hj  Lambard  Bagot,  in  1702^  who 
bequeathed  £200  to  build  it,  and  £600  to  endow  it>  for  three 
old  men  of  Abbot's  Bromley,  and  one  each  of  Kewborough  (in 
Hanbnzy,)  Bnnstall  (in  Tatenhill,)  and  YozalL  His  brother 
and  execntor,  Charles  Bagot,  laid  ont  £300  on  the  erection,  and 
added  £300  of  his  own  to  the  founder's  benefaction  in  1722. 
It  now  consists  of  seven  hoiLses  for  old  men  to  live  in,  each  of 
whom  formerly  received  4s.  a  week^  and  bO  cwts.  of  coal  yearly, 
and  a  coat  once  in  two  years. 

The  second  benefactor,  0.  Bagot,  ordered  that  the  monies 
shonld  be  paid  to  the  ahnsmen  on  the  fonr  nsnal  feasts  of  the 
year,  and  that  if  any  of  them  married  he  should  be  removed } 
that  they  shonld  attend  chorch  on  Sundays  and  holidays. 

The  seventh  house  is  occupied  by  the  matron,  who  washes 
for  the  men,  makes  their  beds,  and  attends  on  them  in  sick« 
ness;  no  account  of  this  seventh  house  being  established,  or 
by  whom,  -exists,  but  it  was  prior  to  1728.  Up  to  1821,  the 
almsmen  and  matron  received  £5  per  ann.,  alter  that  date  it 
was  doubled. 

Cotton's  Charity. — Margaret  Cotton,  1 737,  and  ohters,  left 
£140  to  bo  laid  out  iu  purclmsing  laud  called  the  Worraii, 
fourteen  acres;  lets  for  £15  per  auuum. 

The  interest^of  £68  from  various  small  benefactions.  Both 
these  are  given  away  on  Good  Friday  and  St.  Thomas's  day. 

Mr,  Lovatt  5s.  to  the  poor,  5s.  to  the  schoolmaster,  208.  to 
the  vicar,  out  of  Creswell  lands,  near  Stafford. 

Wilkes's  Chabitt. — Mx,  Thomas  Wilkes,  1686, 10s.  out  of 

Wilversall  field. 

SBTMoufi's  Chabity. — Ann  Seymour,  1 702,  £5  rent  of  land, 
4ti  acres;  called  Kempes.  This  has  increased  to  £9  12s.  per 
annum. 

Bagot's  GsABmr. — Sir  Walter  Bagot,  1702,  £5  per  annum, 
on  Lord  Bagot's  estate. 
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Clarke  and  Agasd's  CHAauiEs. — Robert  Clarke  and  Walter 
Agardj  2s.  a  week  each^  bread  amwitiea. 

Habtr's  CBABm.— ThomaB  Harvey^  1666j  428.  per  aim., 
for  ooata  for  three  poor  men. 

Ptb*8  Chaeity. — Jokn  aud  Robei-t  Fje,  20a.  out  of  Seed 
Crofts,  for  shoes. 

Crosse's  Charity. — Edward  Croasei  1716,  £5  out  of  farm 
at  Bromley  Hurst,  to  apprentice  poor  cliildren. — Eichard 
CroBae,  1699,  rent  of  39^  acres  of  land^  at  TapponbnrBt^  £65 
per  annum  to  the  vicar  or  cnrate  of  Abbof  a  Bromley. 
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ALDfilDGE. 


Aldbidob  18  a  large  village  three  mileB  north-east  of  Walsall,  it 
contains  about  8000  aoreB  and  2100  people.  In  St.  Macy'a 
(the  parish  duirch)  is  a  reoombeni  effigj  of  Bobert  Stapleton, 
one  of  the  crnsadera. 

THE  FBEfi  SCHOOL. 

By  an  imleiiture  of  feoffment,  dated  (Uh  August,  1718, 
between  the  Uov.  Thomas  Cooper,  of  Aldridge,  clerk,  of  the 
one  part ;  lleury  Wood,  John  Jordan,  clerk,  Samuel  Leigh, 
George  Crisp,  clerk,  John  Cooper,  and  seYOral  others  therein 
named,  all  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  Aldridge, 
of  the  other  part  j  it  is  witnessed  that  the  said  Thomas  Cooper, 
for  the  considerations  therein  mentioned,  granted,  enfeoffed 
and  confinned  to  the  parties  of  the  second  part,  and  their  heirs, 
all  that  small  paicel  of  land,  part  of  the  croA  of  him  Thomaa 
Cooper,  lying  and  being  in  Aldridge,  containing  seventeen 
yaards  in  length  from  east  to  west,  and  eight  yards  in  breadth 
north  to  sonth,  in  which  the  ditch,  hedge  and  bank  of  the  oroft 
adjoining  to  a  parcel  of  waste  land  there,  called  the  play  piece, 
is  indoded,  with  all  ways,  Ac.  to  hold  to  them  and  th^  heirs, 
and  the  scuriYors  and  snrviTor  of  them,  and  the  heirs  of  such  snr- 
Ti7or,forthe  erectuig  andbnfldingof  the  oharify  school  therein 
mentioned;  and  for  the  fbrther  preservation  and  better  and 
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further  continuance  aiid  support  of  the  charity  school,  and  that 
the  same  might  bo  disposed  of  by,  and  lodged  in  the  hands  of^  fit 
persons  to  look  after  and  manage  the  same^  to  and  for  the  sole 
and  only  use  and  benefit  of  teaching  and  instracting  of  yonth 
in  English  and  Latin  tongaes^  and  in  the  chnrch  catechism^  as 
then  used  and  taught  in  the  church  of  England^  and  to  write 
English ;  it  was  mutnally  concluded  and  agreed  by  the  parties 
thereto^  that  when  so  many  of  the  trustees  should  die,  that 
there  shoiild  not  be  above  the  number  of  fire  of  them  UriDg, 
tiiat  then  such  five,  or  any  three  of  them^  should^  within  the 
space  of  twelTe  months  after  they  should  be  so  reduced  in 
number,  convey  and  assure  the  premisea  to  two  or  more  honest, 
discreet  pers^ons  living  iii  Aldridgo,  and  their  heirs,  to  the 
intent  that  such  two  persons  should  convey  and  assure  the 
echool^  with  the  appurtcuances,  to  the  live  surviving  trustees, 
and  to  eight  more  honest  aud  substantial  persons,  being  free- 
holders Hud  inhabitants  of  Aldridge,  so  that  there  might  be  in 
such  new  settlement  thirteen  persons  to  look  after  and  manage 
the  charity  school ;  and  so  from  time  to  time,  as  often  as  the 
succeeding  trustees  should  be  reduced  to  five. 

By  an  indenture,  dated  21st  ^larch,  1718  (old  sl^rle), 
between  the  Rev.  John  Jordan,  clerk,  lord  of  the  manor  of 
Aldridge,  of  the  one  part ;  and  the  Rev.  John  Doleman,  clerk, 
rector  of  Aldridge^  and  others,  all  freeholders  and  inhabitants 
of  the  town  and  parish  of  Aldridge^  feoffees  and  trustees  of  the 
diarity  or  free  school  thereinafter  mentioned,  of  the  other  part*; 
reciting^  that  there  had  been  lately  built  and  erected  a  free  and 
charity  school^  near  to  and  adjoining  to  the  south  side  of  a 
certain  parcel  of  open  and  uninclosed  land,  called  the  play  place^ 
belonging  to  Aldridge,  by  some  persons  who  had  subscribed  to 
the  building  of  the  school,  for  the  instructing  of  youth  in  the 
English  and  Ijatin  tongues,  and  also  to  be  taught  to  write ; 
w  hich  charitable  design  would  be  of  very  little  or  no  use  or 
effect,  unless  an  annual  provision  were  made  for  the  master  or 
masters  of  the  school ;  it  is  witnessed,  that  John  Jordan,  being 
also  one  of  the  feoffees  of  the  school^,  for  the  encouraging  and 
promoting  so  good  and  charitable  a  wui  granted  and  demised 
to  the  parties  of  the  second  part,  and  their  successors,  all  that 
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piece  of  waste  grotmd,  called  the  play  place,  lying  in  Aldritlg^e, 
the  churchyard  Lying  west^  the  parsonage  flat  east  thereof^  and 
oontaining  half  an  acre^  more  or  loss ;  an  J  all  that  piece  of  waste 
or  conunon  ground  lately  enclosedj  shooting  north-east  towards 
Biddle  Fields^  London  Eoad^  lying  west^  and  containing  three 
acres^  or  thereabouts ;  and  all  tliat  field  of  common  or  waste 
land^  called  the  Fence  Cross  Field,  containing  forty  aeree^  more 
or  less^  as  it  was  then  marked  out  into  nine  pieces  or  flats  of 
land  to  be  enclosed^  lying  and  reaching  in  length  from  the 
Fence  Cross  Slade,  adjoining  to  the  London  road,  at  the  east 
end  thereof,  and  from  the  road  Mray  leading  from  Aldridge  to 
Lichfield  at  the  west  end,  Stonall  Waste,  a  common,  lying  on 
the  north  or  north-east  side  thereof;  and  also  fdl  that  parcel  of 
waste  or  common  gioujid  adjoining  to  the  said  Lichfield  road 
way,  at  the  oast  end,  and  to  a  road  or  way  leading  from  Aldridge 
to  U])per  Stonall,  under  Henry  Wiggen's  hedge,  at  the  west 
end  thereof,  Stonall  Common  lying  on  the  north  side,  and 
Dniid's  Heath  lyinir  on  tlio  south  or  sonth-west  side  thereof,  as 
the  same  was  then  marked  out  into  live  pieces  or  flats  of  land, 
by  the  numbers  of  10,  11,  12,  13  and  14,  all  of  them  containing 
twenty  acres,  more  or  loss ;  and  also  all  that  little  piece  of 
waste  laud,  called  Mountford's  Piece,  lying  at  the  upper  or  west 
end  of  the  fourteenth  piece  of  the  last-mentioned  waste  ground, 
the  road  way  leading  from  Aldridge  by  Henry  Wiggens's  house, 
towards  Upper  Stonall,  lying  also  at  the  west  end  thereof,  con- 
taining two  acres  of  land,  more  or  less ;  to  hold  the  same  to  the 
parties  of  the  second  part,  and  to  the  survivors,  and  the  succes* 
sors  of  such  survivors,  for  the  term  of  500  years,  from  the  date 
of  the  indenture,  yielding  and  paying  therefore  to  John  Jordan, 
and  his  heirs,  the  yearly  rent  of  one  half-penny  for  ereiy  acre 
of  the  premises  during  the  term. 

Though  the  school  premises  were,  as  stated,  left  to  descoid 
to  the  heir  of  the  surviving  trustee,  the  premises  contained  in 
the  term  of  five  hundred  years  hare  been  continued  down  to 
the  trustees  by  regfular  deeds  of  conveyance,  the  first  of  which 
is  dated  the  2lBt  January,  1757,  and  is  from  John  Cooper,  of 
Aldridge,  describing  himself  as  the  only  surviving  feoffee  of  the 
school. 
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It  appears  that  the  quantity  of  laud  in  the  old  inolosnres, 
now  considerably  exceeds  the  estimated  acres  in  the  originsl 
grant ;  a  difference  which,  as  no  additions  app^r  to  hare  been 
made  subaeqaentlj  to  the  lands  specified  in  that  grant,  seems 
to  admit  of  no  other  explanation  than  by  referring  it  to  the 
variation  nsoally  observable  between  estimated  and  measured 
acreSj  unless,  indeed,  it  may  have  arisen  in  part  &om  some 
accidental  devistions  in  making  the  boundaries  npon  the  indo- 
sure  of  the  open  lands. 

The  school  premises  consist  of  a  house  of  brick  and  tile, 
containing  two  sitting  rooms,  and  the  schooUroom^  together 
with  a  Idtchen  and  back  kitchen  on  the  ground  floor,  and  four 
chambers  above.  In  the  front  of  the  house  there  is  a  space  of 
ground  of  about  sixty  perches,  divided  into  a  pluy-groimd  for 
the  boys,  and  a  garden  for  the  master,  which  garden  appears  to 
have  becu  cularged  by  progressive  additions  to  it,  taken  out  of 
the  open  space  above-mentioned,  to  be  used     a  play-ground. 

It  appears,  the  whole  space  in  front  was  once  open  on  the 
left-hand-ijidc  of  this  space  of  ground  to  the  west,  and  extend- 
ing about  half  way  tluwn  it  there  was  a  garden ;  all  i lie  rest 
was  play  ground.  This  was  so  in  the  time  of  orio  Stiuton,  a 
former  master,  Mr.  Fairbanks  who  succeeded  him,  took  into  his 
garden  a  small  sUp,  about  seven  or  eight  yards  in  width,  lying 
in  the  front  of  the  house,  and  communicating  at  one  end  with 
the  original  garden.  He  also  brought  the  east  fence  of  the  old 
garden  a  little  forwarder  in  front  of  the  house.  Mr.  Cook,  a 
oabsequent  master,  still  further  contracted  the  play  ground,  and 
enlarged  the  garden  by  carrying  a  ^ance  at  right  angles  with 
the  east  fence  of  the  old  garden,  and  neariy  at  the  nort^ieni 
extent  of  it  along  the  play  ground  eastward  to  the  fence  thai 
divides  the  play  ground  from  the  parsonage  flat.  Mr.  Jackson^ 
the  present  schoolmaster,  has  advaoced  the  last-mentioned  Hne 
northward,  so  as  to  carry  the  fisnce  in  a  line  with  the  original 
north  garden  fence,  but  bulging  outwards  towards  the  north* 
west. 

It  seems  that  some  years  ago,  the  girls  of  the  pariah  were 
taught  at  ^toB  school  as  well  as  boys,  and  were  received  from 
the  age  of  four  years ;  and  it  does  not  appear  that  the  stay  of 
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either  the  boys  or  ^rls  was  liimtecl  to  any  ncc^  but  that  when 
they  attained  eleven  years  of  age,  tliey  were  expected  to  pay 
sixpenee  per  week  for  pens  and  ink.  The  girls  were  taught  by 
the  master's  wife. 

By  tlio  present  rules  of  the  school^  girls  are  not  admissible, 
and  this  exolosion  was  settled  by  agreement  between  the 
tmstees  and  the  master  when  he  was  appointed. 

By  that  agreement,  dated  29th  September,  1819,  and 
executed  bj  six  of  the  trnstees,  setting  forth,  that  it  Iki  I  for 
some  time  past  been  very  desirable  to  move  Thomas  Cook,  the 
schoolniaster  of  the  firee  school  at  Aldiidge,  from  the  school, 
and  to  elect  a  more  efficient  person  in  his  room  j  and  that  the 
tmsteea  had  stipulated  with  Thomas  Cook  to  pay  him  an 
annuity  of  £40  a-year  during  his  life,  in  consideration  of  his  . 
sgroeing  to  give  np  the  school ;  and  had  informed  the  varioiis 
candidates  that  such  annnil^  was  to  be  secored  to  Thomas 
Cook  for  his  life,  on  his  giving  up  the  situation,  and  to  be 
raised  and  paid  up  to  the  day  of  his  decease  out  of  the  rents 
and  profits  of  the  charity  sdiool  lands ;  and  that  the  trustees 
had  approved  of  Edward  Peter  Jackson  to  snooeed  Thomas 
Cook,  who  had  consented  and  agreed,  that  there  should  be 
deducted  out  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  charity  school 
lands,  the  annuity  of  £iO  a-year  for  Tliomas  Cook,  and  was 
thereupon  elected  and  appointed  to  the  school  upon  the  terms 
thereinafter  meutioTied  ;  and  also  that  tlie  trustees  had  executed 
and  given  to  Thomas  Cook  their  joint  and  ijcparate  bond,  for 
securing  the  annuity  to  him  during  his  life ;  it  wns  witnessed, 
amouL'st  other  thincfs,  tliat  the  trustees  appointed  Edward  Peter 
Jill  k  11  tu  be  tlx  M  hooimubter  of  the  charity  school,  and  that 
tlie  t  rustees  agi-t  l  i  w  ith  Edward  Peter  Jackson,  that  he  should, 
from  tlie  25th  day  of  Deceml)er  then  next,  hold  and  occupy 
the  messuage  or  tenement  called  the  School-house,  ^vith  the 
buildings,  yard,  garden  and  appui-tenances  thereunto  belong- 
ing; and  also  that  they  the  trustees  wonki  pay  unto  Edward 
Peter  Jackson,  all  and  every  the  rents  and  sums  of  money  that 
should  be  made,  arise,  or  be  received  of  and  from  the  lands 
belonging  to  the  charity,  after  a  deduction  made  of  the  annuity 
of  £40  to  the  said  Thomas  Cook  during  his  life,  and  of  all 
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expenses  incmred  in  paying  the  sanies  or  in  tlie  receiving  and 
getting  in  of  the  rents,  and  tlio  execution  of  the  trusts  of  the 
charity  from  the  29th  thiy  of  September,  until  Edward  Peter 
Jackson  should  give  up  the  school,  or  be  discharged  therefrom, 
in  the  manner  thereinafter  mentioned;  and  Edward  Peter 
Jackson  thereby  agreed  with  the  trustees,  that  it  shoiild  be 
lawful  for  the  truistees,  out  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the 
school  land  and  premises,  to  deduct  the  annuity  of  £40  and  to 
apply  the  same  half-yearly,  on  the  2uth  day  of  March  and  20th 
day  of  Septemijcr,  in  each  year,  nnto  Thomas  Cook,  and  his 
assigns,  during  his  life,  in  conformity  to  the  agreement,  and  in 
discharge  of  the  before  mentioned  bond;  and  also,  that  he, 
Edward  Peter  Jackson  would,  during  such  time  as  he  shonld 
contmue  to  be  schoolmaster  of  the  school^  regularly  and  con- 
stantly, day  by  day,  Sundays  and  holidays  only  excepted,  teaok 
in  the  best  manner  that  he  could,  the  Latin  and  Engliah 
languages,  writing,  and  the  several  branches  of  arithmetic,  to 
all  children  of  the  age  of  six  years  or  upwards,  being  sons  of 
parishioners  (understood  as  residents)  of  Aldridge,  as  should 
attend  upon  him  for  that  purpose,  and  that  witibout  any  pay- 
ment, fee  or  other  gratuity  whatsoever  to  be  made  him  by  the 
parents  or  £nends  of  the  children,  except  a  reasonable  charge 
for  pens,  paper,  ink,  and  books,  and  other  necessary  articles 
towardi  the  purposes  of  instruction  j  and  the  same  instrument 
contained  stipulations  on  the  part  of  the  new  master,  to  resign 
and  retii'o  peaceably,  on  being  discharged  by  the  trustees,  tor 
incapacity  or  breach  of  duty. 

The  master  declared  himself  willing  to  take  the  sons  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Aldridge,  from  six  to  fourteen  years  of  age,  to 
bo  instnicted  in  the  branches  above-mentioned,  gratuitously, 
with  the  exception  of  the  Is.  Gd.  a  quarter  for  writing  imple- 
ments, and  Is.  a-year  for  firing,  as  licforc  mentioned,  under- 
standing that  to  bo  the  direction  of  the  trustees. 

The  same  master  still  presides  over  the  school,  (1859,)  and 
occupies  a  house,  for  which  he  pays  £35  per  ann.  He  is 
nllowci]  to  take  fifteen  private  pupils,  the  vrhcle  number  attend- 
ing being  42.  The  free  scliolars  pay  Is.  Gd.  per  quarter,  which 
goes  towards  the  purchase  of  school  books;  h/d  employs  an 
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assistant^  wliom  lie  boards  and  adds  £25  per  ann.  salary.  The 
total  gross  annaal  income  of  tlie  school  properties  is  £141. 
The  school  is  open  to  gorenunent  inspection. 


FREE  SCHOOL  FOR  GIRLS. 

There  is  a  school  also  for  girls  in  this  parish^  endowed  with 
land  producing  about  £12  a  year ;  but  the  particulars  of  the 
foundation  do  not  appear  to  be  known  or  recorded.  The 
mistress  of  Uie  school  lets  the  land  and  reoeiTes  the  rents^  in 
consideration  of  which  she  teaches  six  girls  gratis.  There  are 
also  two  small  allotments^  one  from  Aldridge  Gommonj  and  the 
other  from  Bair  Common.  The  original  land^  consists  of  about 
sixteen  acres. 

It  appears  tliat  about  fifty  years  ago,  Mr.  Dudley,  the  rector, 
made  nlJ  the  mquiry  he  could  respecting  the  real  origin  of  this 
chaiity  without  success.  It  id  said,  however,  that  a  Miss 
WTaeeley,  who  was  sister  to  tho  parish  clerk  of  Barr,  left  the 
land^  by  will,  about  eighty  years  ago. 

The  allotment  on  Baxr  Common,  is  stated  to  have  been 
included  in  another  allotment  belonging  to  Sir  Joseph  Scott, 
and  not  to  be  snfliciently  distinguished  firom  it.  It  lies  near 
the  directing  post  on  ^e  left  side  of  tlie  road  leading  £rom 
Aldridge  to  Castle  Bromwich. 


MBS.  WALKER'S  GIFT. 

An  oflfice  copy  extract,  from  the  wiU  of  Mrs.  Catharine 
Walker,  was  produced,  dated  14th  July,  1756,  whereby  she 
directed,  that  her  executor  should  lay  out  the  sum  of  £100  in 
the  purchase  of  fi«ehold  lands  or  hereditaments  of  inkeritance, 

in  fee  simple,  in  England,  and  convey  and  settle  the  same,  unto 

and  upon  the  churchwaidons  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the 
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parish  of  Aldridgc,  and  their  successors,  for  ever,  upon  trust, 

that  the  yearly  rents  and  profits  of  the  said  premises,  so  to  be 
purchased,  shouhl  be,  yearly,  distributed  and  equally  divided 
by  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  for  the  time  ])eing  of  the 
said  parish,  among  ten  of  the  poorest  certificated  housekeepers; 
and  she  directed  her  executor,  until  such  purchase  should  be 
made,  to  divide  the  interest  of  the  Baid  £1(,)0  amongat  ten  of 
the  poorest  certificated  persons  in  Aldridge  aforesaid. 

This  legac J  is  sapposed  to  have  been  inTOstod  in  the  following 
poidiase:— 

By  indentnres  of  lease  and  release,  dated  16th  and  I7ih 
"May,  1766,  between  John  Jackson  of  the  one  port,  and  Bobert 
Dawbrie,  rector,  William  Framler,  churchwarden,  and  William. 
Penn,  overseer  of  the  parish  of  Aldndge^  of  the  other  part; 
John  Jackson,  in  consideration  of  £95  granted,  bargained  and 
sold  to  Bobert  Dawbrie  and  others,  and  their  heirs,  all  that 
close,  piece  or  parcel  of  land  of  him,  the  said  John  Jackson, 
then  into  two  or  more  parts  divided,  commonly  called  the  Eblf 
Acres,  containing  twelve  acres,  more  or  less,  lying  in  the  parish 
of  Aldridge  aforesaid,  in  trust,  to  receive  the  rents  and  profits 
thereof,  and  to  pay  the  same  unto  and  amongst  such  poor 
inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the  parish  of  Aldridge,  called  tho 
township  of  Aldridge,  as  should  have  most  necessary  occasion 
for  the  same,  and  should  not  receive  weekly  pay  fi-om  the  said 
parish  ;  and  which  said  rents  and  profits  should  be  distributed 
at  the  discretion  of  the  said  Robert  Dawbrie  and  the  church- 
warden and  overseer,  and  their  successors,  amongst  such  poor 
inhaVntants  as  aforesaid  for  ever,  and  to  and  for  no  other  nse 
-  whatever. 

The  land  so  purchased  is  now  in  the  possession  of  the 
parish,  and  is  let  to  John  Clark,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  the  rent 
of  £12  per  annnm.   It  is  called  Poor^s  Land. 

The  churchwardens  let  the  land,  and  the  present  rent,  to 
which  it  was  raised  about  11  years  ago,  is  considered  as  equal 
to  its  vnlue.  It  was  Ibrmerlv  twelve  acres,  but  is  now  ten  and  a 
half;  the  canal,  which  is  cut  through  it,  having  taken  away  tho 
rest.   The  proprietors  of  the  canal  pay  for  what  they  have  thus 
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taken  away,  £1  Is.  per  aim.  to  the  tenant,  who  pays  it  over  to 
the  churchwardens. 

It  h  given  to  the  poorest  people,  with  the  largest  families, 
on  St.  Thomas's  Day;  but  not  altogether,  as  was  admitted, 
with  proper  sttentum  to  the  difference  of  character  and  desert; 
a  neglect,  the  recurrence  of  which,  we  are  willing  to  hope,  the 
directions  given  by  jxb  may  have  some  effect  in  preventing. 

There  is  a  small  allotment  of  near  an  acre,  in  respect  of 
this  land,  on  Druids'  Health,  held  by  Mr.  John  Profitt  for  21 
years,  at  2s.  6d.  per  an,,  in  consideration  of  his  paying  the 
expense  of  inclosing  and  cnltiTating  it.  The  tenn  is  now  near 
expiring,  having  abont  two  years  to  mn. 

The  annual  value  of  this  allotment  may  be  about  £1, 

There  is  also  another  allotment  on  Bair  Common,  belonging 
to  this  land,  of  1a.  1b.  6p.,  held  by  Mr.  John  Swift,  at  a  rent  of 
12s.  as  tenant  from  year  to  year.  This  land  is  considered  as 
worth  about  £1  an  acre,  and  Mr.  Swift  agrees  to  pay  this  rent 
in  future. 

These  rents  are  distributed  on  St.  Thomas  s  Day. 


GENERAL  CHAKITIES. 

Catharine  Walker,  1756,  £15  per  an.  out  of  land  called 

Half  Acres. 

Mr.  Simpkins,  lOs.  per  an.  ont  of  Bowen  meadows. 
Thomas  Harrison,  10s.  per  an.  out  of  Middlemore  Croft. 
Thomas  Cooper,  10s.  per  an.  ont  of  Long  Lee,  at  Walsall. 
John  Harrison,  lOs.  per  an.  out  of  White  Quales. 
All  these  are  distributed  on  St.  Thomas's  day  to  the  poor. 

Thomas  Cox,  £5  per  an.  out  of  lands  at  Aldridge,  to  the 

poor  on  Candlemas  Day. 

Juiin  Cox,  5s.  per  an.  out  of  land  called  Dethick  Croft  and 
Heathy  Leasowes,  to  the  poor  on  Good  Friday. 

—  Twyford,  £2  per'an,  to  the  schoolmaster,  and  £2  to  the  , 
poor,  on  Good  Friday. 


Digitized  by  Google 


284 


ALDBIDOl  €HASITIS8« 


Elizabeth  Thompson,  interest  on  for  poor  persons,  on 
Good  Friday. 

Thomas  Latham^  1807,  two  guineas  for  20  poor  women,  on 
St.  Thomas's  Day :  2s.  of  it  to  the  parish  clerk  for  distribatiiig* 
Beoeiyed  from  land  at  Whittington,  called  Novington. 

Thomas  Bayffl,  of  Stoke  Golding,  1695,  26b.  out  of  lands  in 

Bosty-lano,  distributed  weekly  in  bread  to  six  poor  men  or  wo- 
men at  churcli,  for  three  Sundays  only  tu  each  successive  six. 

Kov.  John  Jordan,  17G1,  10s.  per  an.  to  buy  Bibles  and 
Prayer-booksj  to  bo  given  on  Easter  Monday  to  poor  children 
usually  attending  service.  Also,  12&.  in  bread  to  the  poor  on 
St.  Thomas's  Day. 

An  old  estate  was  left  for  the  benefit  of  the  clerk  of  the 
parish  chuch  of  Aldridge.  It  consists  of  about  nine  acres  of 
old  indosed  land,  one  part  at  Aldridge  pool,  ivith  a  honse,  and 
the  other  part  in  Aldridge,  witih  two  houses.  These  are  let  at 
about  £26  per  annmn,  which  the  clerk  receives. 
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WfliniNaiON  is  a  large  village^  tbree  nules  east  of  lacbfield^ 
with  800  inbabitants^  and  3^000  acres  af  laad.  Zichfield  xaoea 
are  held  here  on  a  heath  of  838  acres. 

TH£  FBEE  SCHOOL. 

By  ind(  ntiiro,  dated  the  2Gth  March,  1741,  Sarah  Neal  of 
Lichfield,  widow,  conveyed  to  Theophilus  Levett  and  two 
others,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  all  that  messuage,  house,  or 
tenement,  with  tlie  appui'tenances,  then  divided  into  two  dwell- 
ings, situate  in  AMiittington,  together  with  the  bam  and  croft 
thereto  adjoining,  being  the  comer  liouse  where  the  lane  crosses 
by  the  blacksmith's  shop  there,  and  all  bams,  &c.,  upon  trust, 
that  they  and  their  respective  heirs  should  for  ever  thereafter 
permit  the  minister  of  the  parish  of  Whittington  for  the  time 
beings  and  his  successors,  together  with  the  churchwardens  and 
overseers  of  the  parish^  and  their  successors,  for  the  time 
being,  to  demise  the  house  and  premises  at  the  most  improved 
rent  that  could  be  got  for  the  same;  and  out  of  such  rents 
should,  in  the  first  place,  keep  the  honse  and  buildings  in  good 
repair^  and  should  apply  the  residue  of  the  rents,  or  so  much 
thereof  as  they  or  the  nugority,  whereof  the  said  minister  to  be 
one,  should  think  proper,  to  some  person,  either  man  or  woman, 
as  they  should  choose  and  fix  upon,  to  teach  such  and  so  many 
poor  children  of  the  same  parish  to  read  English,  and  learn 
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Uie  cateoluBm  according  to  tlie  radune&ts  of  the  cluirch  of 
Bnglandj  as  they  or  the  majority  of  thenij  whereof  the  miziister 
to  be  one,  ahonld  from  time  to  time  fix  upon  and  appoint^  or  in 
bujiug  good  books,  if  they  should  think  proper,  to  be  given 
away  to  snoh  poor  children  in  the  parish  as  they  should  from 
time  to  time  agree  upon^  witli  power  to  the  minister,  chordi- 
wardens,  and  oyerseers,  or  the  majority,  whereof  the  minister 
to  be  one,  to  displace  and  remove  snc^  sdioohnaster  or  school* 
mistr^B  and  children,  and  directions  that  in  their  noniination 
of  the  children,  due  regard  should  be  had  to  such  whose  jparen  ts 
were  poor  and  ivcra  ilte  greatest  objects  of  chnrihj. 

Afterwards,  by  her  will,  dated  29th  December,  174-7,  fiho 
directed  that  the  master  or  mistress  who  tanght  school  in  her 
house,  at  Whittington,  might  live  in  one  end  of  the  house,  and 
after  giving  various  legacies,  bequeathed  all  the  residue  of  her 
personal  estate  to  Philip  Pargiter  and  J ohn  Hartwell,  in  trnst, 
to  lay  out  the  same  in  the  purchase  of  lands  and  tenements,  and 
to  apply  the  rents  and  profits  thereof  as  follows  i  lOs.  a  year  in 
repairing  the  schoolhousej  l  is.  a  year  more  towards  finding 
coals  for  the  schoolhouse ;  4s.  for  buying  eight  sixpenny  loaves, 
to  be  distributed  yearly,  on  St.  Thonias's-day,  amongst  the  poor 
housekeepers  at  Whittington ;  and  15s.  more  to  buy  two  Bibles 
and  two  Prayer-books  yearly,  to  be  given  to  the  poor  children 
of  the  school ;  so  mnch  more  as  would  be  neoessaiy  to  be  laid 
oat  in  insurance  of  the  schoolhouse  from  fire;  and  the  residue 
of  such  rents  to  be  applied  by  her  executors  during  their  lives, 
and  afterwards  by  the  ministor,  churchwardens,  and  overseers 
of  the  poor,  in  placing  out  poor  dbildren  of  the  parish,  appren* 
tices,  as  they  should  think  proper. 

Tlie  house  conveyed  by  the  above  deed  consists  of  two 
dwellings,  one  of  which  is  occupied  by  the  schoolmaster.  There 
is  also  a  garden,  tlie  whole  of  which  is  occupied  by  the  schoul- 
master,  except  a  small  part,  which  goes  with  the  other  dwelling. 

Ma.  liBviTT's  Gift. 

There  is  also  belonging  to  this  charity  a  sum  of  £288  ISs.  9cl. 
three  per  cent  consols,  purchased  with  a  legacy  of  ig200  left  by 
the  will  of  the  Reverend  Richard  Levett,  datod  12ih  December, 
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1800,  to  his  executor,  Thomas  Levett,  in  trust,  to  bo  laid  out  in 
a  proper  fund,  and  the  interest  to  be  applied  to  the  j^chool,  one 
moiety  of  it  to  bo  paid  aniuially  to  the  schoohna.stcr  for  his  own 
"URe,  the  otlicr  moiety  to  be  equally  divided  ;  one  part  to  be  laid 
out  in  the  repairs  and  improvements  of  the  school -house,  and 
the  other  part  to  be  given  in  books  and  writiug  utensils  to  the 
scholars.  This  stock  was  bought  in  the  names  of  Thomas 
Levett,  senior  (now  dead}^  the  Eev.  Thomas  Levett,  junior, 
WiUiam  Smith,  and  Thomas  White,  who  executed  a  declaration 
of  trufit,  dated  lot  July,  1808. 

The  present  master,  John  Bireher  (who  writes  with  bis 

left  hand),  teaches  ten  boys  free,  the  remainder  pay  from  3d.  to 
6d.  per  week.    He  lives  rent  free,  and  receives  £4  a-year  for 

the  other  house,  and  £4  Cs.  a-} a  ur  from  the  funded  ])roperty  as 
interest;  the  other  moiety  of  this  interest  is  JLVuicd  to  the 
repairs  of  the  property,  and  the  purchase  of  books,  &c.,  for  the 
boys.  In  the  third  (juarter  of  1859,  his  fees  from  the  non-free  • 
boys  were  £3  19s.  6d.,  making  at  the  rate  of  £24  5s,  tjd.  per 
annum  m  the  whole. 


GENERAL  CHARITIES. 

WiaHTwrcK'fi  Ohabitt, — ^Matthew  Wightwick,  1650,  left 
ten  shillings  per  an.  for  the  poor,  to  be  distributed  every  Good 

IViday,  out  of  a  bouse  and  land  at  Hoppas. 

Deaktn'h  CiiARiFY. — Huuiplucy  Deakin,  14  Charles  I.,  left 
ten  shilliii'j'^  ]ier  an.  out  of  a  meadow  called  Rakemore,  to  the 
poor  on  St.  Thomases  Day. 

An  unknown  Donor  left  the  r«nt  of  land,  csUed  Gib 
Meadow,  for  the  poor;  this  land  was  exchanged  for  a  piece 
called  Hedimore  Fields  and  brings  in  £8  per  annum. 
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RuoELEY — anciently  Ridoeley — is  the  largest  town  in  the 
Cuttlestone  Hundred ;  the  parish  contains  about  4000  sonls, 
and  embraces  7000  acres  of  land.  A  lamily^  of  the  nrime  of 
Riigcley  once  were  possessors  of  this  town,  one  of  whom,  Smiou 
Rugoley,  was  high  sheriff  of  the  county,  in  the  time  of  Edward 
the  HI,  and  another  of  the  family  was  at  the  same  time  one  of 
the  knights  of  the  shire. 

THE  FREE  SCHOOL. 

An  office  copy  oi  an  inquisition,  taken  under  a  commission 
for  charitable  uses,  dated  Ist  April,  1G62,  states  that  one  Walter 
Wolseley,  hito  of  W  oiseioy,  in  the  county  of  Stafford,  on  the  Gth 
day  of  June,  8th  Jac.  I.,  was  seized  in  fee  in  trust  for  the  main- 
tenance of  a  schoolmaster  to  teach  scholars  at  Rugeley,  in  the 
county  of  Stafford,  of  and  m  tho  messuages,  lands,  and 
hereditaments  following,  in  the  parish  of  Rugeley,  viz.,  one 
messuage,  bam  and  backside,  seven  butts  or  sellions  of  land  in 
a  field  called  Hodgley  j  nine  butts  or  sellions  of  land  in  Church- 
field  ;  nine  butts  or  sellions  of  land  in  Upfield ;  one  day's  work 
and  a  half  of  land  in  BumdhiU^  all  which  butts  and  sellions  con- 
tain in  the  whole  aboot  seven  days'  work  of  land  and  a  half; 
half  an  acre  of  meadow  ground  in  Broad  meadow;  and  one 
ground  called  the  Moor,  containing  two  days'  work  and  a  half, 
or  thereabouts,  all  which  were  then  of  the  dear  yearly  value  of 
£5  68.  lOd. ;  and  one  cottage  in  Rugeley,  with  a  bam  and  back- 
side; three  butts  or  sellions  in  Hodgley ;  four  butts  or  selHons 
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in  Churchfyeld;  one  little  parcel  of  land  in  Ilpfield^  containing 
in  the  whole  about  two  days'  work  of  la&di  of  the  dear  yearly 
vahie  of  188. ;  and  one  cottage  in  Bogeley,  ham,  and  bad^side^ 
eight  butts  or  selHons  in  Hodgley^  and  six  in  Ghnrobfield^  con- 
taining in  the  whole  about  three  days'  work  of  land,  of  the  clear 
yearly  valne  of  25b.  ;  one  messuage  or  bam,  and  three  bntts 
or  seiOions  in  Hodglcy,  fonrteen  in  Chnzchfield,  and  eight 
in  Upfieldy  containing  in  the  whole  semi  days'  work  and 
a  half ;  and  half  an  acre  of  land  or  thereabonts  in  Broad 
Meadow,  of  the  dear  yearly  valne  of  Gs. ;  a  messuage 
and  two  bam.9,  three  butts  or  selHona  in  Hodgley,  three  in 
Chiircliileld,  and  five  in  Upfield,  containing  in  tlic  wliolo  two 
days'  work  and  a  half,  or  tlicroabuutri ;  one  little  croft  by  the 
paper  mill,  a  little  parcel  of  land  at  Wolely-lane,  another  at  Mr. 
Chotwynd's  cow  close,  one  dole  in  Broad  Meadow,  and  about 
half  an  acre  of  land  in  xVshley,  all  of  which,  except  the  parcelti  of 
land  at  Wolely-lane  and  Mr.  Chetwynd'f  cow  close,  together 
with  one  croft  by  the  church,  wliich  the  tenant  had  by  exchange 
for  the  two  little  parcels,  were  in  the  possession  of  John  Barr 
and  J.  Farley,  and  were  of  the  clear  yearly  value  of  £3  ;  ono 
messuage  and  bam^  six  butt^^  or  sellions  in  Hodgley,  eight  in 
Oiurchfieldy  and  four  in  Upfield,  containing  in  the  whole  about 
three  acres  and  one  quarter;  one  aGre,  or  thereabouts,  in 
Broad  Meadow;  about  one  acre  in  a  place  called  Terke- 
shall ;  one  parcel  of  ground,  called  the  Moor,  by  Hodgley ;  two 
days'  work  of  land  or  thereabouts,  in  a  place  called  Bevenghill; 
and  three  little  doses,  contaitiing  in  the  whole  about  seven 
'  days'  work,  in  Bumdhill ;  all  which  Uuit-mentioned  premises 
were  of  the  dear  yearly  yahie  of  £7  8s.  4d.;  two  cottages 
(then  one  dwelling)  and  a  stable,  of  the  dear  yearly  value  of 
12s.;  one  cottage,  bam  and  orchard  and  two  crofts,  sitnate  in 
JBrereton,  of  the  dear  yearly  value  of  33s.  4d. ;  a  little  pared 
of  land,  whereon  a  bam  then  stood,  of  the  deai-  yearly  value 
of  2d. ;  one  dole  of  meadow,  in  Broad  Meadow,  in  the  posses- 
sion of  llic  dean  and  chapter  of  Lichfield,  or  their  assigns, 
which  they  hold  in  satisfaction  for  the  tithe  of  niiic  other  doles 
there,  and  hereinbefore  severally  mentioned,  being  part  of  the 
schooi-lands,  all  which  were  situate  in  Rugdey  and  Brereton, 
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or  both^  or  one  of  them ;  and  one  dose  or  pasture  in  Brereton, 
called  NeetUade^  of  the  dear  yearly  vahie  of  20b.  And  the 
inqmsition  farther  states^  that  Walter  Wolsley,  on  the  6th  day 
of  Junc^  1662^  by  indenture  dated  on  that  day,  enfeoffed  Sir 
Walter  Aston,  and  four  others,  of  the  premises  commonly 
called  the  school -lands  of  Rug-eley,  to  hold  to  tlitm  tlu  ir  heirs 
and  assigns  for  ever.  And  the  jurors  l)y  the  inquisition  find, 
that  the  feoffment  was  made  in  tmst  for  the  perpetual  salary 
and  use  and  iDaiiitoiiaiice  of  a  schoolmaster,  for  teaching  of 
scholars  from  tiiiR'  to  time  for  over,  at  Rugeley  aforesaid, 
ac'cortliiiy  to  a  former  trust  in  him  rejiosed  ;  and  they  find  that 
all  the  said  trustees  were  (lorul,  nud  tliat  Philip  Weston,  Esq., 
was  lieir  of  the  survivor;  and  iurther,  that  several  sums  of 
money  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  respective  tenants^  which 
ought  to  be  paid  to  the  use  of  the  school. 

The  deereo,  founded  npon  the  inquisition,  is  dated  Ist  Aprils 
1662,  whereby  the  commissioners  decreed,  that  the  messuages 
and  hereditaments  in  the  ii)i|nisition  mentioned,  should  firom 
thenceforth  be  employed  for  the  salary  and  maintenance  of  an 
able  schoolmaster  to  teach  scholars  at  Rug^lej,  and  that  a 
feoffment  should  be  made  by  FhiHp  Weston  of  the  premises  to 
Sir  Edward  Bagot  and  eight  others,  and  their  heirs,  in  trust 
for  the  purposes  aforesaid;  which  trustees  should  be  empowered 
to  name  and  appoint  the  schoolmaster  for  the  time  being,  to 
pay  his  wages,  and  to  dispose  of  the  premises  for  the  purpose 
aforesaid ;  and  that  the  surviving  trustees,  or  heirs  of  the 
survivor  of  them,  should  from  time  to  time  make  new  feoff- 
ments of  the  premises  for  maintaining  the  charitable  use,  and 
that  the  tenants  should  pay  all  aiTcars  of  rents  to  the  trustees. 

By  n  «!ubsequent  indenture^  dated  17th  November,  1710,  it 
appears  that  Philip  Weston,  son  and  heir  of  Kiebard  West  on, 
£sq.,  deceased,  late  son  and  heir  of  Sir  Richard  Weston,  knight, 
in  obedience  to  the  above-mentioned  decree,  conveyed  the 
messuages,  lands  and  hereditaments  called  the  School  Lands, 
sitnato  in  Ihig-i  ley  and  Brereton,  or  elsewhere  in, the  county  of 
Stafford,  as  described  in  a  schedule  therein  annexed,  to  the  use 
of  Sir  Edward  Bagot  and  seven  others,  their  heirs  and  assigns, 
in  tmst,  to  employ  the  issues  and  profits  as  in  the  inquisition 
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mentiouetl ;  and  upon  furthrr  trust,  that  when  the  number  of 
trustees  sliould  ])o  reduced  to  three  persons,  sueli  persons  should 
make  a  feoffment  of  the  premises  to  eight  other  persons  of 
quality  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Eugelej^  for  the  contumance 
of  the  charity. 

The  trust  has  been  regpilarly  brought  down  hy  conyeyaDces 
contaming  provisions  similar  to  those  in  the  above-nientioned 
deed;  by  which  the  premises  were  conyejed  to  trustees^  their 
survivors. 

By  the  schedule  to  the  indenture,  dated  17th  November, 
1710,  the  qnnntity  of  laud  belonging  to  the  school  is  stated  to 
be  -iSA.  3r.  If. 

About  a  century  ago,  some  alteration  took  place  in  some 
parts  of  the  property,  which  lay  scattered  in  open  fields,  under 
a  general  deed  of  arrangement^  among  the  proprietors  of  the 
lands  in  those  fields,  by  which  the  dispersed  parcels  were  ez^ 
changed  for  others,  and  equivalent  quantities  brought  together 
for  the  more  convenient  enjoyment  of  the  property.  In  tiie  year 
1773,  a  survey  was  made  of  the  school-lands,  by  Mr.  Thomas 
Wyatt,  a  surroyor,  from  which  it  appears,  that  the  total  quan- 
tity was  at  that  time  50a.  Ir.  14p.,  and  the  yearly  value 
£81  78.  6d. 

By  a  subsequent  survey  and  valuation  made  in  1809,  by 
Joseph  Annidiaw.  n  surveyor,  the  quantity,  including  the  sites 
of  buildings  and  gardens,  which  had  not  been  included  by  Mr. 
Wyatt,  was  found  to  amount  to  51a.  3£.  5p.  and  the  annual 
value  was  taken  at  £262  8b.  did.  In  the  year  1781,  an 
exchange  was  effected  between  the  late  Lord  Corson,  then 
Ashton  Ourzon,  Esq.,  and  the  trustees  of  the  school,  by  a  deed 
dated  17th  November,  in  that  year,  whereby  the  trustees  con- 
veyed to  him  four  parcels  of  land,  amounting  to  7a.  and  6p. 
and  received  from  Idih  three  other  pieces,  containing  6a.  2b.  31p. 
In  the  recital  of  the  deed  it  is  expressed,  that  the  lands  so 
received  in  exchange  were  in  quantity  only  deficient  1a.  and  15p. 
but  were  far  supciior  to  those  given  in  exchange,  not  only  in 
quality,  value  and  convenience,  the  same  lying  near  together, 
but  also  ou  account  of  several  Une  and  straight  oak  trees  grow- 
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ing  thereon.  In  tlio  iiiiimtu  book  of  tlio  trustees  is  an  entry, 
dated  23rd  January,  18 iO,  to  the  following  effect,  viz.;  it 
faaving  been  represented  to  tlio  meeting,  that  about  thirty  yean 
ago,  part  of  the  tmst-ertate  was  exchanged  with  Lord  Gurzon, 
it  was  ordered  that  the  same  should  be  investigated,  and  that 
Mr«  LaiM^  Mr.  Lister,  and  "Mx,  Chetwyiid,  should  be  requested 
to  make  snob  inroBtigatioii  j  and  that  the  referees,  having 
.viewed  the  premises  so  exchanged,  reported  that  the  excbaage 
bad  been  made  materiallj  for  the  benefit  of  Uie  charity^  and 
tbe  tnutees  at  the  meeting  confirmed  the  exchange. 

The  deed  so  prodooed,  had,  it  seems,  been  missing,  and  the 
tmstees  not  knowing  what  had  been  the  drenmstanoes  attend- 
ing the  exchange,  and  wishing  to  obtain  some  information  on 
the  subject,  ordered  the  survey  to  be  made. 

There  were  some  trees  upon  the  land  so  taken  in  exchange, 
among  which  were  three  or  four  of  considerable  size. 

There  was  also  some  timber  on  the  other  lands.  At  the 
time  of  the  survey,  in  1810,  the  timber  was  valued,  by  Mr, 
Armishaw,  at  £221  Cs.  9d. ;  after  that  £50  worth  was  cut  down, 
and  the  produce  applied,  together  with  £150  from  the  school 
fonds,  towards  the  repah*  and  improvement  of  the  schobl-honse. 
Some  fiills  were  sabseqaently  made  for  repairs,  bat  not  to  any 
great  amonnt. 


PAaTICTJTi  ABS  OF  AN  ESTATE,  SITUATED  AT  RUGELEY, 
in  tbo  Coun^  of  Stafford,  bdougiug  to  Eugelcy  Proe  School. 

A.  R.  p.    A.  B.  P. 

Hodglcy   1   1  14 

In  Broad  Meadow    0  18 

In      ditto   0  0  25 

In     ditta   0  0  86 

In      ditto   0  SU 

InAsUvMndoir   0  0  90 

InFontec'iFifioe    0  0  36 

  2  3  33 

House  and  garden    0  0  20 

Stable  in  WbUton's  yard   

Ciiurcli  tield  piece    1  3  16 
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A.  &.  F.      A.   B.  P. 

School-house  croft  and  gardena......   13  4 

Near  Hungary  Hill  ,   2  1  20 

Far    ditto  ditto   3  0  4 

far  Ilodglcy   2  2  15 

Hodgley   0  3  23 

GbmhiUd  ;   1  0  80 

ItoMbor   8  18 

UpfiddOatoBttktt'BtraBtoai)   0  8  IB 

XTpfisU         ditto    8  0  88 

Church  field   1  1  14 

Ditto  or  Otter's  piece.  „   13  0 

  22  1  9 

House   0  0  17 

House  and  garden    0  0  27 

Bam  and  stable  (late  HUl)  

PeasNooL   1  0  86 

LitUePttk    0  0  86 

  1  122 

Brick-kiiu  pie<^    4  1  27 

Mosaic  Bridge  Rfild   2  2  16 

hkTuAiBjn^  'M   18  0 

  8  8  8 

Gaxden  .»  

Hooaeand  garden    0  1  6 

TTousc  (late  TTollom^  1     0  16 

Garden  and  oatbuiloingB   ,  •*• }     ^  ^  ^ 

In  Bumstile   1  1  20 

BaTenbiUpieoe   {  q 

Upper  ditto  and  Bkfciavd   10  8 

  9  2  6 

Long  Close  1  1  14 

Little  Cloae   0  2  30 

  8  0  4 

TIieMbor  o   8  8  4 

House,  garden,  and  abc^  ,  

Churchfldd   18  8 

Cottage  M..M  

Blacksmith's  shop  and  geidea   0  1  22 

Cottage  and  croft   ••....^-.m.**    0  3  35 

House  and  garden  ..*•»  »«.*......  ..«•.•«•••.*  •••.••*•••    0  0  14 

Ditto      ditto    0  0  6 

House  and  croft    0  3  1 

InLpfield   110 

61  3  6 
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Besides  the  foregoing,  there  are  the  school-house  premises 
and  other  lainlR,  valued  at  ISo  ]3s.  In  1828^  the  total  annual 
value  of  the  property  was  to  1 7  17s.  6d. :  it  is  now  i.ti43,  be- 
sides the  schoolmaster's  residence  and  grounds,  which,  if  added 
to  his  profits  on  his  five  bofirders,  would  reach  £500  per  aim. 

It  appears  by  a  paper  foimd  among  the  school  documents, 
tliat  before  Mr.  Wyatt's  vahiation  in  1773^  which  amounted  to 
£81  7b.  6d.,  the  rent  of  the  school  lands  was  £31  12s.,  under 
which  valuation  the  land  continued  to  be  let  till  1809^  when  it 
was  re- valued  by  Mr.  Armishaw,  since  which  tiie  rents  have 
occasionally  varied. 

Mr.  Landor,  the  sulicitor  of  the  trustees,  collects  the  rents, 
and  pays  tlieiii  over  to  the  master.  Tliere  is  no  funded  pro- 
perty, nor  have  there  been  any  benefactions  to  the  school, 
except  the  sum  of  ilOO,  which  was  left  by  Walter  Landor,  Esq. 
of  Rugeley,  by  his  will,  dated  7th  June,  1703,  to  be  laid  out 
in  building  a  8chool-hon<o,  and  which  monej^  it  is  presumed, 
was  applied  accordingly  to  that  purpose. 

The  school  premises  consist  of  a  house^  with  a  school-room 
adjoining.  The  former  master^  the  Bev.  John  Clarke^  added 
considerably  to  the  back  of  the  honse^  and  bmlt  an  additional 
storey.  He  also  built  the  additional  school-room,  and  a  stable, 
coach-house,  and  other  outbuildings ;  in  which  various  im- 
provements, he  represented  that  he  had  expended  £1,500, 
including  the  £200  before  mentioned  to  have  been  allowed  by 
the  ti'ustces. 

The  £150  allowed  for  repairs,  as  before  mentioned,  out  of 
the  school  funds,  besides  the  £50  received  for  the  timber,  arose 
in  the  following  way : — 

The  increased  rents  took  place  from  Lady-day,  1810.  Mr. 
Parkins  continued  head  master  till  Michaelmas,  1810.  From 
Michaehnas,  1810,  he  continued  to  teach  the  boys  till  the 
Christmas  of  the  same  year ;  his  pension,  which  it  had  been 

agreed  to  allow  him,  was  £120  a  year,  being  understood  to 

commence  from  Michuelmas,  1810.  Mr.  Clarke's  salary  as 
head  master  commenced  from  Lady-day,  1811.  Out  of  the  rent 
that  accrued  between  Lady-day,  1810,  and  Lady-day,  1811, 
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Mr.  Parkins  was  paid  tlio  |M'opnrtions  of  his  salary  to  Michael- 
mas,- 1810,  and  the  ainouut  of  his  pt'iisioii  afterwards,  and  £150, 
was  paid  to  Mr.  Clarke,  towards  the  repairs  of  the  school ; 
what  residue  there  was,  was  laid  out  in  law  expenses  for  the 
new  trust,  and  the  swcrej  and  other  aondries  which  were 
brought  to  account. 

Before  the  appointment  of  the  trastees  in  1810,  there  were 
no  rolea  and  orders  for  the  management  of  this  school,  except 
an  agreement^  dated  4th  Julj,  1772,  and  stated  to  have  been 
made  "  at  a  meeting  of  the  feoffees  of  the  free  gtmnmar  school 
at  Rttgeley,  for  choosmg  a  master  to  the  school^  in  the  room  of 
Mr.  Gk>dwm,  deceased/'  hj  which  it  was  agreed^  Ist. — ^That 
the  person  appointed  master,  should  enter  into  a  bond  to  quit 
the  school  quietly  on  proper  notice  being  given  him  by  the 
feoffees^  on  complaint  being  made  of  neglect  of  duty  in  the  care 
and  instniction  of  the  boys,  if  on  examination  sndi  complaint 
should  appear  to  them  to  be  well  fbonded.  2nd. — That  the 
master  should  by  himself  and  his  assistant  or  assastants,  teach 
the  scholars  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic.  3rd. — ^That  he 
should  instruct  them  in  Latin  and  Greek,  and  ground  them  well 
in  the  rudiments  of  botli  those  langiia<res.  4t]i. — That  sucli 
boys  whose  pareuts  should  clioo.sc  to  have  them  stay  at  llugeley 
school  to  complete  their  education,  should  be  carefully  brought 
forward  in  the  clasRicR,  so  to  enable  them  to  enter  at  either 
of  the  universities,  properly  qnalfied.  5th. — Tliat  great  care  be 
taken  of  their  morals,  and  a  due  nnd  conxtmit.  reLrard  had  in 
explaining  the  principles  of  the  christian  religion,  conformably 
to  the  practice  of  the  estabhshcd  Church  of  England. 

This  agreement  was  signed  by  Paul  Parkins^  who  was  then 
elected  master. 

The  succeeding  master  was  required  to  enter  into  a  bond  on 
receiving  his  appointment,  for  the  duo  observance  of  certain 
rules  expressed  in  the  condition,  which  were  to  the  following 
effect : — ^That  he,  John  Clarke,  should  resign  his  appouitment 
of  master,  and  quit  the  schooUhouse  and  appurtenances,  and 
deKver  up  to  the  trustees  or  their  agent,  the  possession  of  all 
the  lands  and  hereditaments  which  he  might  hold,  belonging 
to  the  school  or  to  t&e  trustees,  on  being  discharged  there- 
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from  by  a  majority  of  the  trustees  present  at  any  general 
meeting,  for  immorality,  neglect  c  f  duty,  or  other  saflicif^nt 
cause  of  complaint  (the  same  bemg  tirst  duly  j)roYed  to  tiie 
satisfaction  of  such  majority)  ;  but  to  be  allowed  to  re- 
znain  Uiree  months  in  the  school  after  hairing  received  notice 
(or  the  same  being  left  at  the  school-house)  of  his  being  so 
discharged.  That  he  should  instruct  the  boys  entitled  to  the 
benefit  of  the  school,  either  by  ^umself  or  his  assistant  or 
aasiBtanta^  in  the  English,  Latin,  and  Qreek  languages, 
geography,  writing,  and  arithmetic,  free  of  eaapense,  and  shonld 
legularlj  preside  in  the  school  dming  the  naoal  school  hoars, 
and  read  prayers  eveiy  day  in  the  school  in  the  presence  of  the 
boysj  at  eight  o'clock  in  Slimmer^  and  at  nine  in  winter.  That 
he  shonld  not  take  more  than  twenty  booiders  at  any  one  time, 
without  the  consent  in  writingj  of  a  majority  of  the  visitors  and 
tmsteea  present  at  a  general  meeting.  That  the  strictest 
attention  shonld  be  paid  by  him  to  the  morals  and  religious 
principlee  of  the  boys  under  his  care,  who  should  be  educated 
agreebly  to  the  doctrines  of  the  established  Church  of  England. 
That  he  shoold  not  absent  himself  from  the  duties  of  his  situa- 
tion, except  during  the  usual  vacation,  without  the  consent,  in 
writing,  of  three  of  the  visitors  and  trustees. 

Besides  these  regulations,  comprised  in  tho  condition  of  the 
bond  ,  it  was  agreed  that  the  boys  should  not  be  admitted  before 
seven  years  of  age,  and  that  the  children  of  any  inhabitants  of 
Bugeley,  whether  parishioners  or  not,  should  be  admissable. 

There  are  now  (1860),  25  day-boys  on  the  foundation,  and 
five  boarders,  who  receive  their  education  entirely  free  from 
expense,  except  that  the  master  requires,  half-yearly,  from  each 
boy  Is.,  as  a  compensation  for  the  use  of  pens,  ink,  coal,  and 
candles,  which  he  supplies  himself.  These  boys  are  instructed 
in  Greek,  Latin,  English,  geography,  writing,  aud  arithmetic, 
or  any  such  of  these  branches  of  instruction  as  the  parents  may 
choose. 

All  old  paper  exists,  dated  January,  1731,  which  purports 
to  bo  a  remonstrance  against  the  plan  of  the  then  master  to 
exclude  the  teaching  of  English  from  the  school,  entitled,  ''A 
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brief  and  plain  Btate  of  the  case  relating  to  the  Rugeley  Free 
School^  as  it  was  fhreesoore  years  ago^  and  continued  down  to 
this  timej  during  which  four  sohoolmaBters  have  successively 
resided  there^  all  of  nniversity  education^  who  have  aU  of  them 
taught  English  in  the  school;  even  this  present  schoolmaster 
for  the  first  half- jear,  though^  since  that  time,  he  has  denied  so 
to  teach/' 

The  first  document  in  possossion  of  tlic  trustees,  in  which 
the  school  is  denominated  a  free  grammar  school,  ia  the  agree- 
ment above-mentioned,  of  the  4th  July,  1772. 

This  school  at  present  is  in  a  far  from  satisfactory  Rtato, 
looking  at  the  large  income  and  the  premises  that  the  head 
master,  the  Rev.  Edward  Rogers  Pitman,  enjoys.  He  has  but 
25  free  boys  on  the  foondation. 

This  ia  a  tme  spedmen  of  the  system  condemned  by  Gmioii 
Sidney  Smithy  in  his  essay  on  professioiial  ednoationj  viz. 
"  The  English  clergy,  in  whose  hands  edacati<m  entirely  rests^ 
bring  np  thefirstyonth  of  theconntry  as  if  they  were  all  <o%Mp 
9chooU  m  lUUe  country  towns.  They  fancy  that  mental 
exertion  mnst  produce  religions  sceptioiBm,  and  to  preserve  the 
principles  of  their  pnpils  they  confine  them  to  the  safe  and  elegant 
imbecility  of  classical  learning.  A  gi-eat  classical  scholar  is  an 
ornament,  and  an  importtmt  acquisition  to  his  conntry;  hut  in 
a  i^lace  of  cdncaiion  should  give  to  all  linovAedije  an  equal 
chance  for  dist  iiidiou ,  and  trust  to  the  vaneties  of  human  dispo- 
sition that  every  science  worth  cultivation  would  bo  cultivated." 

The  standing  evil  here,  and  in  many  places,  is  a  prepon- 
derance of  classical  teaching  in  a  town  where  children  arc 
intended  for  trade.  Besides  this,  at  Rugeley,  the  head  master 
is  incombent  of  Pipe  Ridware,  which  mnst  necessarily  interfere 
with  a  proper  devotion  to  his  duties  as  schoolmaster.  Tn  oppo- 
sition to  this  view  the  snlrjoined  report  laments  thai  t  he  classics 
are  not  sufficiently  required  to  be  tanght  by  the  boys'  parents. 

"To    THE    TRtTfiTEES  OF  THE    RUGEUil    fflBE  GfiAlOLAJt,  ScHOOIi. 

"My  Lorcb  and  Gentlemen, 
"  Aftrr  fin  intcn-iil  of  three  years  I  liave  agiiin,  at  your  request^  exxunined  the 
jscvcrai  ciasses  of  the  Kugdey  Grammar  School 
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"  it  luight  uot  uuimturally  l)e  exixjctcd  that  1  shouM  beiUBtOgiieiaopimo* 
88  to  the  progress  of  the  inatitation  and  the  improvemeiit  of  the  hojs,  hf  oobp 
paring  what  I  find  st  piesent*  with  what  I  reooUeot^  or  gather  from  my  neteSi 
TCqpectinBr  the  examinations  of  former  years.  This,  bowerer,  I  am  presented 
from  doing  by  seferd  eircamstances. 

"There  is,  for  instance,  first  of  all,  the  fact  that  of  the  thirty  boys,  whom  I 
examined  on  Inesdsy  last^  not  more  than  ten  were  in  the  school,  when  I  visited 
it  before. 

"  It  is  also  very  iippurent  timt  the  general  eharactcr  of  the  instnictiou  giveu  in 
the  school  has  takt  ii  a  rather  different  direction,  having  (no  doubt  in  accordance 
with  the  known  wishes  ul  the  parents  of  the  boys)  assumed  more  of  a  commercial, 
and  \cs&  of  a  classical,  natore.  This  is  not  only  ^ewn  by  the  fact  that,  whereas 
in  1656  there  were  six  boys  belcmging  to  tiw  day  soheol  examined  fay  me  in  Gre^ 
this  year  there  was  only  one;  but  it  is  slso  msnifest  tfarooj^ioiit.  Iiooking  at  the 
professed  9bject  of  the  school,*  snd  bearing  in  mind  the  remarks  which  I  took 
the  liberty  of  maldng  m  toj  foimer  reports,  /  eatuioi  M  etprest  my  regnt  Uai 
thit  should  be  tk9  etue,  I  mnst,  liowever,  recollect  that  I  am  writinpr,  not  88  a 
trustee,  but  as  an  exammer ;  and  in  that  capacity  I  can  (without  further  reference 
to  my  previous  acquaintance  with  the  sohool}  spcsk  ▼eiy  decidedly  in  praise  of 
what  I  liavc  seen  and  heard  this  year. 

"  In  the  case  of  f/f  only  boy,  wljose  etlncation  is  carried  into  all  the  bmnelics 
that  arc  requisite  to  "  qualify  him  (to  quote  an  expression  from  one  of  your  own 
doooments)  for  entering  at  one  of  the  Universities,"  evidence  has  been  fpven, 
not  only  of  his  own  indttstiy  and  attmtion,  bnt  slso  of  the  fffttYi/jr  and  am  if 
ikm  who  ime  MruM  Jkm,^  so  as  to  shew  phdnly  how  they  oonld  instnut 
othen  also  for  the  same  obiect.  With  respeet  to  the  bQ]rs  whose  fntore  caieer 
appears  to  be  intended  to  take  a  different  oonrse,  eqoal  pains  have  manifestly  been 
taken,  and  for  the  most  part,  with  very  satisfactory  results.  The  Latin,  as  far  as 
it  is  lenmf,  has  been  well  and  soundly  taught.  History,  lx)th  sacred  and  profane, 
is  (eousidering  the  aijes  of  the  boys)  intelligently  remembered.  The  knowledge 
of  geoprraphy  is  remarkably  prood  tlrrongliout  flie  school,  and  the  drawing  of  raniw 
from  memory  is  very  creditable.  Aritlimetic  and  uiatheinaties  appear  to  be 
tanght  with  due  regard  to  a  thorough  understanding  of  tlieir  principles.  The 
gsnm;tl  behavionr  of  tiie  ha^  and  the  discipline  of  the  school  are  highly  oom- 
mendaUe^ 

'*  In  awarding  the  prises  for  this  yefr,  I  beg  to  SDggest  that  the  first  should  be 
gi?en  to  Annishaw. /or  tfAswMSff,  and  the  second  also  to  him  for  matbematicB  snd 

*  The  Charity  Cotnmiasioncrs  (Bepoit  of  im)  rmtrii  Lk  oppoction  to  thia— "  At  preMOfc 
tlwra  «re  only  tluw  who  feoeivB  fllcnfodinttniotioD.  If  we  kok  to  the  praetieo  of  this 
ioMiniii  n  it  will  «pp«K  nm  to  hm  boeii  otrndQCtod  atdeUy  npon  Ihe  prineiplM  of  » 

gramuiai-  school. 

•f  WJiat  a  mockery :  oae  boy  aad  two  masters,  with  a  rent  tree  houso  aud  groouds,  sad 
•boatjB!»IS9«rKiaiiiDliuN»M.  Ob!  whit<'abUlty'*<-Ohi  what  *' oan  of  thoM  who htro in- 
stnietedhlai." 
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general  improvcmpnt.  The  rest  I  woultl  assign  as  iulikyu  s  :— Famiit  and  Pitiimn, 
for  Latin  and  gcucral  process  ;  Boycott,  for  arithmetic  and  geography ;  Gilmau, 
finr  ■rithmetic  and  history ;  Seed,  for  Latin  and  history ;  Hitdiener,  primna,  for 
AtiQuDetio ;  Id^aeah  and  Pngh,  aecvndiis,  for  general  progress  and  intettigenoe* 

"I  have  the  houour  to  be,  my  lords  nud  gentiemea, 
**  Your  obedient  servant, 

"P.  8.  BOLTON, ' 

"Pttpetoal  Cante  of  Salt, 
"Salt Plnaoiiage^  "Fonierly EeUovaf  8t  John's  GoUege^  Cambridge. 

Dee.  9, 1859." 

Wliat  did  Sir  Charles  IjyeU  say  on  this  heacl_,  wiien  examined 
by  the  Oxford  University  Conimissiou  ?  (page  122  of  tlioir  re- 
port) : — "  A  school  (I  speak  from  experience)  may  consist  of 
about  eighty  boys,  taken  from  the  higher  and  middle  classes,  of 
whom  8t'Vi  lifij'jivo  are  never  intended  for  the  universities,  being 
unable  to  alford  to  be  occupied  with  Greek  and  Latin  beyond 
the  ages  from  thirteen  to  sixteen.  The  head  master,  a  gradnate 
of  Oxford,  models  his  plan  of  inatniction/o^r  all  thepupHs  in  suck 
a  waj  as  will  tell  best  on  preparing  ihose  five  favoiuTed  youths 
to  cut  a  figure  at  the  univemty.  He  is  ambitions  that  some  <^ 
these  pupils  should  carry  off  scholarships,  or  gain  first-class  or 
other  prizes,  because  their  succesB  will  reflect  credit  on  his 
school.  The  parents  of  the  other  seventj-fiye  bojB  may  wisli 
for  the  introduction  of  the  modem  langnageSy  or  the  elements  of 
physic  and  natural  histoiy^  or  some  modem  literature^  but  ikeiif 
wmb  tyJbmwi  to  hended  by  the  gtamdard  utv/p  at  (h^ar^** 

Let  ns  look  back.  The  late  master,  the  Rev.  Thos.  Bouncy, 
also  incumbent  of  Pipe  Ridware,  had  as  many  as  45  free  boys, 
11  day  scholars,  and  20  boarders,  w4th  a  less  revenue  from  the 
fonndation.  Why  do  not  the  trustees  appoint  a  good 
commercial  master,  who,  at  the  same  time,  should  under- 
stand the  classics;  and  why  not  also  appoint  an  able 
assistant?  This  would  allow  the  present  head  master  to 
devote  himself  solely  to  his  incumbency  at  Pipe  Ridware,  and 
enable  the  parishioners  to  get  a  free  commercial  education  for 
their  sonSj-^their  undoubted  right.  The  endowment  and  the 
requirements  of  the  day  demand  this  at  the  hands  of  the 
trustees* 
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The  following  ia  the  list  of  trustees  : — The  Earl  of  Lichfield, 
Marquis  of  Anglesey,  Lord  Bagot,  Earl  Shrewsbury,  Josiah 
Spode^  Esq*,  James  Gardner,  Esq.,  Walter  John  Landor,  Esq., 
Ber.  ThomaB  Dmham  Atkinsoii,  Ber.  J.  £.  Wetherall. 


BAMFORD'S  SCHOOL : 

With  Maby  Desks' a  Ghaiutt,  and  Johk  Kiley's  DoKAiiON* 

John  Bamford,  hj  hu  will,  dated  llth  February,  1733,  gaye 
to  Theophilas  Levett,  of  Lichfield,  gentlemaB,  and  Michael 
Bobinson,  of  the  Old  Wood,  in  the  pairiBh  of  Colton,  gentleman, 
£400,  which  was  secured  to  him  at  interest,  by  two  mortgages 
npon  the  estate  of  Matthew  Lamb,  and  Bnlli  his  wife,  lying 
within  the  manor  and  pariah  of  Yoxall,  in  the  county  of  Stafford, 
in  trust,  tliut  they  should  pay  the  interest  and  produce  thereof 
to  liis  wife  for  life ;  and  after  her  decease  ho  gave  the  sum  of 
£400  and  all  interest  arising  therefrom,  to  Theophilus  Levett 
and  Michael  Rohinson,  and  to  the  survivor  of  tlicm,  and  the 
executors,  administrators,  and  assi<^is  of  such  survivor,  to- 
gether \%'ith  the  vicar  and  churchwardens  of  the  painsh  of 
Rugeley,  in  trust,  to  employ  the  interest  for  tiie  suppoii  of  rr 
free  school  in  and  for  the  parish  of  MugeUy  for  ever,  for  the 
instructing  of  sixteen  poor  boys  of  the  poorest  families  of  the 
parish  of  Rugeley,  when  they  can  spell  in  the  English  tongue, 
in  the  principles  of  religion  according  to  the  Chnrch  of  England, 
the  chnieh  catechism,  writing,  and  acoonnts,  and  until  snch 
time  as  each  boy  should  be  fitly  qualified  to  be  put  out  as  an 
apprentice  to  some  trade  or  other  employment;  and  he  ap- 
pointed that  sixteen  boys  should  be  taoght  together  in  the 
school;  and  that  ont  of  the  interest  or  produce  arising  from 
the  £400  the  schoolmaster  to  be  appointed  to  teach  the  poor 
boys,  should  receive  yeariy  20s.  for  each  scholar;  but  in  case 
it  should  happen  that  less  than  the  number  of  sixteen  boys 
should  be  taught  in  the  school  at  any  one  time,  that  then  ba. 
for  each  boy  less  thiui  the  number  of  sixteen  should  be  deducted 
out  of  the  master's  salary,  and  kept  in  the  hands  of  his  two 


Digitized  by  Google 


bamxobd's  school. 


251 


friends,  or  the  survivor  of  them,  his  executors  or  tidmiiiis- 
trators,  or  in  the  hands  of  the  churchwardens  of  the  parish, 
ontil  such  time  as  a  sufficient  sum  should  be  thereby  raised 
to  put  out  a  poor  boy  of  the  parish  of  Rugeley  a  scholar 
in  tho  school,  apprentice  to  some  trade  for  the  term  of 
seven  years;  and  if  flu  interest  and  produce  of  the  iiOO 
should  yearly  amount  to  more  than  what  paid  tho  master  for 
teaching  sixteen  boy^,  that  then  tho  overplus  thereof  should, 
at  the  discretion  of  tlie  vicar  and  chiu-chwardcns,  and  their 
saoceesors,  and  of  his  two  friends  and  their  successors,  to  be 
appointed  by  them  as  thereafter  mentioned,  be  employed  either 
in  buying  useful  and  necessary  books  for  Buch  scholars,  or  in 
placing  any  of  such  scholars  out  apprentice,  nt  the  discretion  of 
the  majority  of  them,  tho  vicar^  and  churchwardena,  and  tnis« 
tees,  for  the  time  being,  for  ever,  and  for  such  other  purposes 
for  the  benefit  of  the  charity  as  they  should  think  most 
ej^dient;  and  he  directed  that  his  trustees  should  keep  a 
regular  account  in  a  book  to  be  provided  for  that  pnxpose,  of 
the  employment  of  the  interest  monej  of  ^he  £400,  and  of  the 
names  of  (lie  masters  who  should  from  time  to  time  be  employed 
in  teaching  the  school,  and  a  list  of  the  boys,  and  when  entmd 
in  the  school*  He  also  directed  that  the  master  and  scholars 
should  be  appointed,  and  placed,  and  displaced  by  his  trustees, 
as  occasion  should  require  j  and  he  also  directed  that  his  two 
friends  should,  after  the  decease  of  his  wife,  or  with  her  consent, 
in  her  life  time,  purchase  lands  of  inheritance  in  their  names, 
and  settle  the  same  to  the  use  of  his  wife  for  life,  and  after  her 
decease,  to  and  for  the  charitable  use  by  him  before  appointed, 
upon  the  persons  and  for  the  purposes  thereby  before  declared. 
And  for  the  due  ordering  and  discipline  of  the  school,  he 
directed  that  the  vicar  and  churchvv;n drns,  together  with  his 
two  friends,  or  the  surN-ivor  of  them,  should  on  every  1st  March, 
Ist  June,  Ist  September,  and  1st  December,  or  within  two  or 
three  days,  yearly  visit  the  same,  and  examine  into  the  due 
order  and  discipline  thereof,  and  hear  and  determine  such  com- 
plaints aa  might  como  before  them  of  any  misbehaviour,  or 
immorality,  of  any  master  or  scholar  as  should  appear  to  have 
misbehaved  i  and  he  directed  that  Theophilus  Levett  and 
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Michael  Robinson,  or  the  sarnrer  of  them,  Bhould  by  some 
deed  or  msfcmment  in  writing,  attested  bj  two  credible  witnesseB, 
appoint  two  otiier  persons  in  their  place  to  act  m  conjimctioB 
with  the  vicar  and  chnrchwardena,  under  ^e  trusty  amd  for  the 
charitable  uses  before  mentioned,  with  a  like  power  to  audi 
other  two  persons,  and  so  toHes  quoUea  as  oocaaioii  should 
require. 

The  money  so  bequeathed  by  the  above  will  waa  Uud  oat  in 
land,  together  with  a  sum  of  £50  derived  under  the  will  of 
Maiy  Jenks,  whose  benefiiction  is  stated  upon  the  table  in  the 
church  as  follows:-^'' Mrs.  Maiy  Jenks,  of  this  town,  leffc  by 
will,  £60,  the  interest  tliereof  to  be  paid  to  the  poor  of  this 
parish  for  ever,  at  the  discretion  ol'  the  miiiister  and  cliurch- 
wardcns.  " 

Tlic  purchase  deed  of  tliis  property  was  produced,  dated 
8th  April,  1707,  to  which  the  parties  were  William  Avamo,  of 
RugeU»y,  gentleman,  aiul  Francis  Moss,  of  Ilugeley,  of  tlie  lirst 
pai-t ;  Margaret  Holmes,  of  Rugeley,  widow,  Joseph  Riley,  of 
th<'  ])uri.sh  of  Hamstall,  and  John  Adcock,  of  'Rul^oIpv,  cxecQ- 
toi  H  of  Michael  lioljiiiBon,  who  was  surviving  triislee_,  iiained  in 
tlie  will  of  John  iiamford,  of  the  second  partj  and  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Avame,  vicar  of  Rugeley,  and  Edward  Byrch,  of 
Rugeley,  and  William  Lyon^  churchwarden,  of  Rngeley,  of  the 
third  part ;  whereby,  reciting  the  will  of  John  Bamford^  and 
that  the  wife  of  the  testator  was  dead^  nnd  that  the  sum  of 
£400  had  been  paid  out  of  the  estate  of  Matthew  Lamb^  and 
Ruthj  his  wife,  and  had  been  since  in  the  hands  of  the  trustees 
of  the  school,  and  that  the  school  had  been  institated  and 
carried  on  according  to  the  directions  of  the  will;  and  that 
TheophiluB  h&veU  and  Michael  Bobmson  were  both  dead,  the 
said  Michael  Robinson  having  been  the  survivor,  who  had  by 
his  will  appointed  Joseph  Biley  and  John  Adcook  trustees  in 
his  stead,  and  appointed  Margaret  Holmes,  Joseph  Biley,  and 
John  Adcock,  his  executors ;  but  that  the  sum  of  £400  had  not 
yet  been  Isid  out  in  the  purchase  of  lands  according  to  the 
directions  of  the  testator's  will;  and  further  reciting,  that 
Mary  Jenks,  lato  of  Sutton  Coldfield,  widow,  by  her  will,  dated 
28th  September,  17o0,  had  given  and  bequeathed  uU  the  rest 
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aiul  residue  of  her  money  to  and  amongst  the  three  parishes  of 
Colwich,  Rugeley,  and  Sutton  Coldfield,  equally  to  be  divided 
between  tkem^  each  share  to  1)€  paid  to  the  minister  and  church- 
wardens of  each  pariflh,  and  by  them  |daced  at  interest  on  the 
best  security  they  could  get  for  the  same,  or  otherwise  dis- 
posed of  at  their  discretion,  and  the  interest  thereof  to 
be  diatribated  amongst  the  most  necesaitous  poor  there,  in 
BQch  manner  as  they  should  think  j^roper,  and  had  appointed 
the  Ber.  Mr.  Bond,  and  the  Bey.  Mr.  Godwin,  her  ezecators; 
and  ibxther  reciting,  that  upon  an  aooonnt  settled  by  Mr.  Bond 
and  Mr.  Gro4win,  relating  to  the  ezecatorship  of  Mary  Jenks, 
there  remained  in  the  exeeators'  hands,  after  payment  of  the 
debts  and  legacies,  and  funeral  expenses  of  the  testatrix,  and 
other  charges,  the  snm  of  £150;  the  sum  of  £50,  being  the 
third  share  thereof,  having  been  long  since  paid  to  tlie  minister 
and  churchwardens  of  Kugeley,  and  by  them  placed  at  interest, 
and  the  interest  thereof  duly  applied  in  fblfilling  the  charitable 
intentions  of  the  testatrix;  and  further  reciting*,  that  it  liad 
been  determined  by  the  parties  thereto,  to  lay  out  the  sum  of 
£400,  given  hy  John  13amford_,  in  a  purchase  of  lands  to  the 
uses  of  the  charity ;  and  that  it  had  likewise  been  agreed  hy 
the  minister  and  churciiv  i  dens  of  the  parish,  with  the  consent 
of  the  inhabitants  in  ve.stry,  to  lay  out  alau  the  sum  of  Jl  jO 
jointly  with  the  sum  of  £400,  in  a  purchase  of  lands  to  be 
convevod  as  thereinafter  mentioned.  It  is  witnessed,  that  in 
consideration  of  the  cliaritv  monev  of  1 150  William  Avarne 
(by  the  direction  of  Francis  Moss)  and  Francis  Moss  granted, 
released,  and  contirmed  to  Margaret  Holmes,  Joseph  Riley,  and 
John  Adcock,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  all  that  messuage, 
dwelling-house,  or  tenement,  with  the  appurtenances,  at  Stock- 
well  Heath,  in  the  parish  of  Colton,  in  tiie  county  of  Stafford, 
formerly  two  tenements,  then  in  one,  and  all  houses,  bams, 
gardens,  and  appurtenances,  and  also  all  those  several  closes, 
pieces,  and  parcels  of  land,  meadow  and  pasture,  viz.,  one 
piece  of  enclosed  land  called  Saint  Toft  Patch,  otherwise  Saint 
Toft  Spot,  containing  by  estimation  1a.  Is.,  one  other  piece 
of  land  called  Calf  s  Croft,  then  or  lately  in  two  parts  divided, 
containing  by  estimation,  three  acres,  more  or  less,  abutting 
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northward  on  Stockwell  Heath ;  and  also  all  that  pasture  called 
Sherry  Cop^  thentofore  into  two  parts  divided,  contaming  by 
estimatioD,  four  acres;  one  other  parcel  of  land  theretofore 
enclosed  oat  of  a  certain  field  called  Saint  Tof^  Field,  and 
commonly  called  the  Field  Piece,  containing,  by  estimatioDj 
iluree  and  a  half  acres,  eicoept  such  psrts  of  the  field-piece  as 
were  glebe  lands^  or  belonged  to  the  clerk  of  the  pariah  of 
Colton  for  the  time  being,  which  were  therein  indnded ;  and 
also  all  that  other  new  erected  messnage,  cottage,  or  tenement, 
with  the  garden  and  appurtenances,  sitnate  at  a  place  in  Colton^ 
called  the  Low,  then  or  late  divided  into  two  tenements;  and 
also  a  piece  of  land  lying  near  the  messuage,  commonly  called 
the  Low,  containing,  by  estimation,  one  and  a  half  acre,  being 
divided  from  another  piece  of  gronnd  called  tiie  Low,  formerly 
the  estate  of  George  AreriU ;  the  piece  of  land  thereby  granted 
being,  at  tiie  time  of  such  division,  the  west  part  of  the  piece 
then  called  the  Low ;  and  also  the  Imni  and  buildings  erected 
upon  tlio  piece  of  land,  and  all  other  messuages,  &c.  of  them, 
William  Avariie  and  i'lancis  Moss,  or  cither  of  them,  in  the 
parisli  of  Colton,  or  in  tlie  parish  of  Colwich,  and  which  were 
lately  purchased  by  them,  or  one  of  them,  as  before  mentioned, 
to  hold  the  several  messuages  and  hereditaments,  upcjn  trust, 
that  they,  Margai*et  Holmes,  Joseph  lliley,  and  John  Adcock, 
and  the  survivors  and  survivor  of  them,  and  the  lieirs  and 
assip^is  of  such  survivor,  should  from  time  to  time,  together 
with  the  vicar  and  the  churchwardens  of  Rugeley,  pay  and  em- 
ploy the  rents  and  profits  thereof  to  and  for  the  charitable  uses 
and  purposes  after  mentioned;  viz.,  that  they  should  from 
time  to  time  for  ever  thereafter,  pay  nnd  employ  eight  parts, 
the  same  in  nine  equal  parts  to  be  divided,  of  the  rents  and 
profits  of  the  premises,  in  respect  of  the  legacy  of  £400,  for 
the  support  of  a  free  school  in  and  for  the  pariiBh  of  Bngeley, 
for  the  teaching  sixteen  poor  boys  of  the  parish  in  such  man- 
ner, and  upon  such  terms  as  were  directed  by  the  will  of  John 
Bamford,  and  for  the  payment  of  the  schoolmaster  to  be  em- 
ployed in  teaching  the  boys,  and  for  the  eataUishment  and 
perpetual  observance  of  such  order  and  government  relating  to 
the  charity,  according  to  the  will;  and  also  should  from  time  to 
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time  pay  ftnd  apply  the  remaining  ninth  part  of  the  rents  and 
profits,  in  respect  of  the  gift  of  £50  by  Maiy  JenkSj  for  the  yearly 
iMaiikhing  and  iiistractiing  of  two  more  poor  boys  of  the  same 
parish^  upon  the  same  terms  and  oonditioiiBy  and  to  be  electedj 
removed,  and  pat  oat  apprentice  m  like  manner  as  was  ap- 
pointed in  relation  to  the  original  sixteen  poor  boys  in  the  will 
of  the  said  JcAm  Bamford;  or  otherwise  should^  from  time  to 
time,  pay  the  remaining  ninth  part  to  the  minister  and  choroh- 
wardens  of  the  parish  of  Bugeley^  to  be  by  them  applied  for 
the  purpose  aforesaid,  or  for  such  other  charitable  purposes  as 
the  will  of  Mary  Jcnks  directed,  as  tliey  should  think  proper; 
and  upon  trust,  to  grant  and  convey,  from  time  to  time,  all  the 
premises  to  and  to  the  use  of  such  new  and  other  trustees,  to 
bo,  by  them  duly  appointed,  and  his  or  their  heirs  and  assigns, 
in  trust,  to  and  for  the  like  nses  and  purposes  as  won'  sot  forth 
in  the  wills  of  John  Bamf^Til  and  Mary  Jenks  n  spi  c lively, 
with  the  like  power  of  appointing  new  truBtees^  and  conyeying 
the  premises  in  trust  for  ever. 

The  probate  of  the  will  of  John  fiiley,  of  Rugeley,  dated 
28th  June,  1802^  was  also  prodaced,  whereby  he  gave  to 
Francis  Spencer^  of  Colton^  esqnire,  and  John  Armishaw,  of 
Bngeleyj  gentleman^  £500  npon  trost,  to  invest  the  same  in 
the  pitrahase  of  lands  or  hereditaments^  or  place  the  same  in 
the  fnndsj  or  at  interest,  and  apply  the  rents  or  interest  for 
augmenting  the  salary  of  the  master  of  the  writing  school  in 
Bugeley,  founded  by  Mr.  John  Bamford^  and  for  increasing  the 
number  of  boys  to  be  taught  in  tiie  school,  and  for  such  other 
purposes,  and  subject  to  such  rnles  and  regulations  as  should 
be  thought  necessary  by  his  trustees  and  the  vicar  of  Rugeley 
for  the  time  being,  at  a  meeting  to  be  held  for  that  purpose, 
within  three  months  after  the  testatc>r's  decease. 

The  money  so  left  by  the  last-nieTiti<>iu'd  will,  was  at  first 
paid  for  the  purchase  of  £877  3s.  lOd,  three  per  cent  consols, 
which  was  afterwards  sold  out,  and  produced  t51o  15s.  sterling, 
out  of  which  sum  1480  was  paid  for  the  purchase  of  the  present 
school-house  and  premises,  the  residue  being  expended  in  the 
conveyance,  and  certain  repairs  which  were  necessary  to  be 
done  on  the  premises  before  their  ocoapalion. 
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Two  sets  of  conveyances  by  lease  and  release  are  in  existence, 
dated  respectively  the  24th  and  25th  March,  and  the  1st 

and  2nd  May,  1^1  (5,  whereby  certain  persons  severally  interested 
in  tlie  premises  therein  respectively  mentioned,  conveyed  their 
interest  in  the  same  to  Francis  Spencer  and  hm  hsaiB,  which 
Francis  Spencer  had  survft^ed  John  AimishaWj  bis  co-ezecator 
in  the  will  of  John  Riley,  and  with  respect  to  which  premises  so 
conveyed,  Francis  Spencer,  by  a  deed  poll,  dated  16th  Apri^ 
1818,  declared  himself  seized  as  a  trustee  upon  iihe  trnsto  and 
for  the  purposes  expressed  in  the  will  of  John  Riley,  oonoeming 
the  hereditaments  thereby  directed  to  be  purchased  witii  the 
sun  of  £500,  the  premises  being  a  parcel  of  land  or  garden 
ground,  near  the  Horse-fiiir,  ul  Bugelej,  48  feet  or  thereabouts 
in  length,  and  38  in  breadth,  with  a  footpath  not  less  than  three 
feet  in  width  to  the  same,  from  the  messnage  thereinafter 
described,  and  also  a  messuage,  with  iSke  two  rooms  adjoining 
thereto,  then  used  as  school-rooms,  and  brewhonse,  and  out- 
buildings belonging  thereto,  near  the  Horee-fMr,  in  Rageley. 

There  are  now  in  the  possession  of  the  managers  of  this 
charity,  derived  under  the  wills  of  John  Tiamford  and  Mary 
Jcnks,  two  houses,  two  barns,  and  about  lo|  acres  of  laud, 
exclusive  of  the  glebe  land  which  did  belong  to  the  clergyman, 
but  is  now  exchanged,  and  that  ])ortion  which  still  belongs  to 
the  clerk ;  the  Slieiry  Cop,  the  Low,  and  the  Field-piece  fftill 
retain  their  names  ;  the  others  do  not,  bnt  answer  in  quantities. 

Tlie  property  now  in  the  possession  of  the  charity,  purchased 
with  Kiley's  gift,  is  the  school  premises,  consisting  of  a  school- 
house  and  school-room  adjoining,  and  a  garden  behind,  well 
suited  to  the  purpose,  being  capable  of  containing  100  boys. 

There  are  no  trustees  deriving  their  authority  under  the 
will  of  Bamford.  The  whole  management  has  for  many  years 
devolved  upon  the  minister,  the  Rev.  T.  D.  Atkinson,  and  the 
churchwardens, — Mr.  J.  Gardner,  solicitor,  aqd  Hr.  James, 
bookseller,  being  wardens  for  this  year» 

Mrs.  Tomlinson  now  holds  a  house  anA  bam,  and  about  12 
acres  of  land,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  a  rent  of  £25  per  annum. 
Mr.  Cawsor  holds  the  other  house  and  bam,  and  an  acre  and  a 
quarter  of  land  or  more,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  the  rent  of  £11. 
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These  rents  lu»re  latterly  been  devoted  to  the  repairs  of  the 
properties  a>)Ove-rinmcd.  The  school  is  shut  up,  the  school* 
master,  Mr.  Ordish,  having  died  about  two  years  ago ;  there 
were  about  26  to  30  boys  in  the  school  in  his  time.  The 
Bohool-room  is  now  made  use  of  for  a  reading-room  and  a  night 
school,  having  no  counezion  with  Bamford's  gift  in  any  way. 

It  18  said  that  an  attempt  has  been  made  to  transfer  this 
benefiiction  to  the  Free  Grammar  School.  What  did  Bamford 
and  the  other  donors  leave  their  property  for  ?  Why  to  educate 
boys  firee  on  these  premises,  and  nowhere  else  1  What  are  the 
inhabitants  dreaming  about  to  aUow  such  a  benefiiction  to  be  a 
dead  letter?  Let  osily  two  of  them  petition  the  Charity  Com- 
nuBsioners  in  London  to  reinstate  the  school,  and  it  will  be 
done  at  once. 


The  Commissioners  of  1823  stated  in  their  report,  "That 
the  tfi^vn  lia»been  in  great  want  of  education At  that  time 
there  wcro  85  hoys  in  the  school.  Is  tlio  town  in  less  want  of 
education  now  than  then?  Docs  the  education  of  the  miseral)]e 
iniml>er  of  at  the  grammar  school  satisfy  the  parishioners 
for  two  such  liberally  endowed  institutions  ? 

On  April  25,  1851,  a  petition  from  two  of  the  free  grammar 
school  trustees.  Lord  Bagot  and  the  Hon.  Bobt.  Curzon,  of 
Hagley,  was  allowed  by  the  Attorney-General,  praying  for  a 
declaration  of  the  number  of  trustees,  for  a  reference  to  the 
master  to  appoint  a  sufficient  number  (vnth  the  petitioners], 
and  a  conveyance  of  the  property  to  them;  and  to  settle  a 
,  scheme  for  the  future  appointment  of  trustees.  The  income 
of  the  grammar  school  was  then  £324  2s.  per  annum. 


GENERAL  CHAllITIES. 
Chstwtnds'  Chasitt.— WiUiam  Chetwynd«  (1690)  £bOO',  and 

*  From  Cbaritjr  CommiBsioners'  List  of  Causes,  lately  coufirmed  by  tiiu 
Oonitt—** Sagely,  8taflbrdi]iire.~WU]i«m  Chetwy&d'i  Cbtntj*—Juau  Wright, 
of  Bogeley,  «.  the  Earl  of  Lichfield  and  the  Bev.  Tbos.  Dinham  Atkimoii,  Vicar 

of  Rngeley.— Mewrs.  Lander  and  Gardner,  of  Rngeley,  for  the  relator  and 
defendant  Atkinson  ;  agents,  Messrs.  Iliiwkiiic,  Bloxam,  Stocker,  and  Bloxham,  2, 
Kew  Boswcll-court,   Lincolu's-lnn  i  Messrs.  WhitCi  Brooghion,  and  White, 
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Mary  Chetwynd,  £100— 'laid  out  in  purchase  of  78a.  3r.  25p.  of 
land,  oad  a  good  house,  rebuilt  about  1826^  the  rent  of  which 
amounts  to  £110.  £30  is  given  away  to  20  poor  people  (a 
thxeepeimy  loaf  to  eaQhenreij  Sunday  mornings  and  2s.  each  on 
Bt.  lliomaB'B-day  and  Good  Friday) ;  40b.  to  the  minister^  for 
preaching  two  sennonB  on  those  two  days ;  and  the  remainder, 
about  £70,  for  apprentice  fees.  The  Earl  of  Lichfield  is  owner 
of  the  testator's  estate. 

Lai«i>or'3  Charity. — Walter  Lauilc>r  (1703)  gave  79  acres  of 
land  at  Abbot's  Bromley,  and  8  acres  at  Gentleshaw.  The 
rent  is  £60  10s.  per  annnm,  and  is  given  away  in  bread  and 
clothes  for  the  poor,  and  fees  for  apprentices. 

SiilXTD  Aim  others'  CiL\RiTy. — Margery  Sneyd  (1701)  and 
Hmnphrej  Moore  (1706)  £9  158.,  rent  of  leasow  near  Tutbmy. 
^Maiy  Sutton^  £1  18s.  per  annum.— Ellen  Avame^  88.  per 
annum. — Mary  Winston,  8s.  per  aonmn. — ^These  five  sums  are 
distributed  to  the  poor  on  St.  Thomas's-day. 

Dkakdt's  Chabity".— The  Rev.  John  Deakin  gave  10a.  yearly 

for  a  sermon  to  be  preached  by  the  vicar  ou  Ascension-tlay. 

Mrs.  Hopkins*  Charity. — Mrs.  Hopkins  built  almshouses 
in  Chm-ch- street,  for  four  poor  widows;  and  Mrs.  Catharine 
Barber  left  them  the  interest  of  £100.  The  same  donor  left 
the  interest  of  £400  to  be  dispersed  in  coals  and  clothing  to  the 
poor. 

GoDwni's  Ghabitt. — ^Mr.  Joseph  George  Gk>dwin  left 
£117  Os.  71d.,  stock — the  dividends  to  be  given  away  on  the 
8th  of  November  every  year,  to  five  poor  aged  widows. 

12,  (Ti  cfit  ^^,^^lbo^otlgh-6trcct,  for  the  Earl  of  Lichfield. — 3rd  December,  1846. 
Infonnatioii,  eigiicd  by  the  Aitonioy-Geiicral,  to  ascertain  of  what  tlie  charity 
proportj  consisted,  and  whether  the  terms  on  which  the  same  was  held  were 
benefidal  to  the  diflrity ;  for  «  wlieino  for  the  iiMBag«in«nt  of  the  diarity,  and 
edmiiiiitnlUm  of  the  iaeome ;  Ibr  the  eppoitttmeDl  of  trntteei^  and  for  eceoBntii 
and  for  payment  into  Court  hr  the  Earl  of  Lichfield  of  /3,639  lOs.  3d.,  three  per 

cents,  standinf?  m  liis  name,  and  £C  Os.  7(1.  rn'^h  in  hand  TJie  property  consist* 

of  land  and  coal-raines,  producing  £199  per  annum,  and  £3,(503  7s.  9d.,  tliree  \fer 
cent.  oooBoLs,  the  dividend  whereon,  together  with  the  above  rent,  from  the  income." 
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iMvmB  is  a  largo  village^  six  miles  firom  Leek  i  the  pariali 
contams  7,000  acres,  and  1,500  inliabitants.   The  cliffs  are 

very  high  and  picturesque,  and  the  quarries  supply  iinrnciiso 
quuntitics  of  griiulstoues.  About  oO  years  ago,  John  fSucyd, 
Esq.,  received  several  gold  medals  for  his  extensive  plantations 
in  the  neis-hbourhood ;  the  present  seat  of  the  family  is  sur- 
rounded w  iih  extensive  woods. 

SCHOOL  UlSBB. 

By  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  1st  and 

2nd  January,  1761,  James  Rushton,  of  Ipstones  Edge,  in 
consideration  of  £  1 95  paid  to  him,  and  of  a  lease  made  for  the 
lives  of  the  said  James  Rushton,  and  Hannah  his  wife,  on 
pajrment  of  a  yearly  reserved  rent  of  £7,  f^-anted  to  Uriah 
Corden  and  eleven  others,  and  their  heirs,  a  house  or  tenement 
at  Ipstones  Fidfro,  wlurein  the  said  James  Rnsliton  dwelt,  with 
two  little  meadows  on  the  backside  thereof,  c  lUJtaiuing  about 
three  acres,  a  httle  croft  and  building  therein,  and  three  closes, 
called  the  Greenhills,  containing  by  estimation  aboat  seven 
acres,  to  the  intent  that  they  should  apply  the  yearly  rents  and 
profits  thereof  to  the  schoolmaster  of  the  English  charity 
schoolj  than  lately  erected  in  Ipstones,  for  the  teaching  oi 
twenty  or  more  of  the  poorest  children  Kying  in  that  parish,  to 
read  English,  write,  and  oast  aocomits,  and  for  baying  books  j 
the  children  to  be  nominated  from  time  to  time  by  the  trustees, 
and  the  snrriTor  of  them,  and  the  heirs  and  assigns  of  such 
snrvivor. 

It  does  not  appear  that  any  snbseqnent  conyeyoDoe  to  new 
trustees  was  em  made.   The  parohase  money  of  this  estate 
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Tvns  raised  partly  by  subscription,  and  partly  by  a  loail^  which 
was  subsequently  repaid  by  a  second  Bubschption. 

The  estate  contains  about  twenty  acres^  althcmgh  the  above 
abstracted  deed  specifies  little  more  than  ten  acres,  an  increase 
for  which  there  is  no  record. 

Richardson's  Gift. 

It  is  stated  on  a  table  of  benefactions  in  the  church  of  this 
parish,  that  Mary  lUchardson  left,  by  her  will,  in  1(380,  £20,  for 
the  maintenance  of  a  free  school  in  this  parish,  for  poor 
children,  so  far  as  the  interest  would  yearly  pay,  after  the  rate 
of  I2d.  a  quarter  for  one  child;  and  upon  another  table  it  is 
stated  that  this  £20  was,  with  £10,  given  by  the  will  of  WUham 
Adams  to  the  poor,  laid  out  npon  a  house,  called  Botham's 
honse,  paying  30s.  yearly ;  viz.,  20s.  to  the  school,  and  10s. 
to  the  poor. 

The  owner  of  Botham  house,  in  respect  of  Richardson's 

gift^  pays  20s.  yearly  to  the  schoolmaster  before-mentioned. 

The  old  school-house,  now  the  master's  residence,  was 
erected,  by  Joseph  Massey.  In  1783,  Samuel  Huxton  left  a 
luud  cliai-ge  of  20s.  per  year.  In  1798,  Ge<jrge  Clewes  left  a 
land  charge  of  2Uss.  per  year,  to  be  paid  on  condition  that  his 
heirs  or  assigns  had  the  privilege  of  nominating  two  scholars, 
to  be  tauf^ht  free. 

About  twenty  years  since,  Uriah  Cai'den,  of  Ashboui'ue, 
left  £500,  to  be  laid  out  in  land,  for  the  beneht  of  the  said 
school. 

In  1833,  the  oi-iginal  trustees  being  deceased,  the  heir  of 
the  last  survivor  appointed  the  incumbent  and  eleven  resident 
farmers  as  trustees.    Of  those  trustees  six  are  now  Uving. 

In  1853,  new  and  excellent  schools  were  built,  at  an  ex- 
expenso  of  £650.  Last  year,  £130  were  sp^t  in  building  a 
new  Infant  School,  and  in  varioos  improvements. 

Mr.  StoUard,  the  master,  receives  £75 ;  the  mistress  of  the 
girls'  school,  £25;  and  that  of  the  infant  school,  £25  per  an. 
each.  There  are  altogether  220  children  in  the  school,  22  being 
on  the  foundation.  The  following  are  the  new  Bules,  to  which 
are  appended  the  Report  and  Aooonnts  for  1858 : — 
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RULES  SANCTICWED  BY  THK  COMMTTTKE  OF  M AN Ai-EMEJiT, 
oonsistiag  of  the  trustees,  and  all  annual  su};sri  ilx;rs  ot  one  guuiea, 

who  reside  in  the  i)arisli,  Uei.  1,  1S58. 

I. — Childrrn  may  be  admitteil  any  Monday  juommg  at  the  request  of  one  of 
tiieir  parcrif  s,  who  must  acpomiKiny  them. 

TI.-  The  hours  of  the  sehool  are  from  nine  till  twelve,  and  from  two  till  half- 
past  four  iu  buiiimor,  aud  Iroui  hulf-iiast  one  till  four  ia  winter. 

nL — Children  most  find  their  own  books  and  slates. 

IV.— Sdiool  foes  most  be  paid  in  advance;  if  paid  quarterly'  one  third  to  be 
retained. 

y.— Children  most  laiow  llie  mnltiplication  fabk»  and  be  able  to  read  eaqy 
natntives,  before  being  placed  m  the  foondation. 

VI.  — Vacancies  in  the  free  school  will  be  filled  np  on  the  firat  Monday  in  the 
months  of  .Tanuan ,  April,  July,  and  October. 

VII.  — A  fine  of  one  penny  must  be  paid  each  time  a  free  scholar  stays  fironi 
school,  except  in  ease  of  sieknes*. ;  but  if  it  be  found  at  the  end  of  the  year 
ending  October  1st.,  that  the  child  lias  attended  176  days,  the  whole  of  the  iinca 
shall  be  returned. 

VIII.  — Suhseribers  to  the  sxliool  may  nominate  one  eliild  to  be  taught  free 
for  each  half  guinea  subscribed  -,  such  cliild  to  be  above  ten  years  of  age^  or  to  be 
one  that  has  lost  its  lather,  or  whooe  father,  from  age  or  infirmity,  ia  not  aUe  to 
cam  a  foil  day's  wages,  or  if  he  be  able  to  do  ao,  then  he  must  be  paying  for  the 
cdocatioB  of  two  other  children. 

Tenns:— Ilirt  daaa,  6d. ;  Second  ebsst  4d. ;  Lower  dasaea,  3d.  per  week. 

SASfUEL  BENNISON,  Secretary  and  Tkearoier. 


IPSTONES  SCHOOL.— BEPORT  FOR  J  SIS. 

The  committee  for  the  management  of  Tpstoncs  Sehoob  publish  for  the  infor- 
matioa  of  subscribers  and  supporters,  the  annexed  statement  of  thesuna  received 
and  expended  in  the  year  ISjS. 

In  niakini?  this  statement,  the  conunittec  have  the  jatisfaetion  of  aunouncin<^ 
that  the  numbers  of  the  children  in  attendance  have  eoutinued  to  increase  during 
the  past  year,  the  average  attendance  hnving^  been  I'lH. 

The  committee  have  the  further  graiilicatiuu  of  staling  that  by  the  liberality 
of  some  of  the  supporters  of  the  schools,  an  Tnfimt  School  has  been  built.  Svt  a 
oonsidanbk  debt  has  been  ineotted  br  the  managers  in  improving  the  outbuild- 
uiga,  dnHnBge,  and  play  gnmnda. 

To  dear  off  this  debt  and  to  wu^mfaun  .theae  adaools  in  a  manner  snitahle  for 
the  pOKjoeea  for  which  they  were  established,  the  conmiittee  can  wi' '  nfidence 
Hipeal to tim inhalMtaints  and  the  friends  of  eduattion  generally;  for  all  classes 
resident  in  the  parish  avail  themaelTea  of  the  school  for  the  education  of  their 
children,  which  costs  them  on  an  average  Ss.  Hd.  per  year,  %vhilc  the  total  eosf,  if 
government  grants  aud  aU  expenses  be  included,  is  2^9s.,  thus  affording  a  benefit 
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of  iJOs.  6d.  for  each  chilli  sent.  \VhiJc  the  advant;t2:c  to  cottcurers  through  the 
foundation,  and  l)>  rule  eight,  is  stiU  grater,  Tim  rule  wliicli  ia  specially  framed 
to  cucourat^c  those  \\  \\o  ure  strivinirto  ediirate  their  children  and  to  difioountenancc 
ijaui>eri3iii,  aa  lollows :— "  Subbcnbcrs  to  tiic  suliooi  itiuy  uuuiinalc  ouc  child  to 
be  taught  &ee  for  each  half  giuiiea  Bnbwaibed ;  such  child  to  be  above  ten  yca» 
of  age,  or  to  be  one  that  bas  lost  ita  iather,  or  whose  fiither  from  age  or  mfimu^ 
18  not  ahle  to  earn  a  foil  di^s  wages,  or  if  be  be  able  to  do  so,  then  he  most  be 
pacing  for  the  edvoation  of  two  other  dliildreu. " 

Subscribers  arc  eriniestly  requested  to  further  the  cause  of  education  by  avail- 
ing tbemselveB  of  the  foregoing  rule,— by  visiting  the  sclioob,— and  by  using  their 
influence  ill  promotinc^  rcsrularity,  nnd  ininctuality  in  iittcutlance  on  the  part  of 
the  scholars,  \vitho\it  whicli  satisfactory  progresis  cannot  be  made. 

Subscriptions  and  donations  widl  l>e  thankfully  received  by  the  treasurer,  Mr. 
S..Benuison,  or  by  the  master,  Mr.  Stolkrd. 


BALANCE  SHEET,  1S58. 


Dr.             /  1.  d.  £ 

T!rpnir«   1  ' 

Ktationery,  booka,  aud  fiOMlotfo  ....  1  U 

Printing  mod  tdwiiUSng   0  U 

Ctewiing  school  and  firr  !lc:htii>u  ..  1  " 

Samlries   3 

Boob*,  Ice.,  for  Am  tobolan   S 

ApparnCnn  ,   0 

Baiit  and  taxe*   10 

  195 


d. 

3  11 

m  0 

13  0 

7  0 
1^  10 
9  9 

7  0 

0  a 

1  I 


Ordintio  cxpeuditure   IflO 

Balance  aao for  1S&7  ....   7  0  0| 

BslADoe  dm  OD  leeoaDt  I  11  •  i 
<HrittnnoiiiiUD  |  ix  a  4 

OatbnihIingH 


7  (« 


Eztn «zp«ndllare   


37  IS  7 


190  in  7 


Cr. 

Rent  A   

Hire  of  octioul  room 

ScLiodtiMiUM..,  

Capiution  gmt  .... 

Mr.  T-  Boll  

Mr.  T.  SllUttO  

K.  Hambly,  Ks  j  

J.  a.  Binuii,  £aq.    . . 

E.  Ball«r,  E«q  

R  Johnson,  Es  i  . . . . 
W.  U  Dawea,  Kaq. .. 

P.  Hurdy,  Esq  

ChuriH  t  \  tUlerlniDl 


£  0.  d. 


£  i.  d. 

.v>  19  4 

2    4  0 

eo  s  4 

le  7  0 


Mr.  W.  PemllKNigbM 

MIm  Wri>jlit  

ll^.T.  BcarruU  ... 

Mr.  Salt  , 

V.  ,Iolm>iiii,  Ksq  

Mr.T.A.  UftU  , 

J.  OoniHUi,  E»q  

Mr.. I.  E.  Srarralt 
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IPSTONES  CHAiUTIKfci. 

William  Adams^  10s.  $  Mary  Bill,  20s. ;  Bev.  John  Ashton, 
COs.;  TJnknowiij  28.  per  anmim^  among  the  -poor,  ia  small 
smns^  to  those  not  receiying  parish  pay. 

John  Sneyd  (KSOD),  £100  worth  of  land  (Little  Heath). 
The  rent,  about  £4,  to  be  given  to  the  deserving  poor  who 
attend  Ipstones  church,  and  take  the  sacrament. 


KING'S  BEOMLEY. 


Km&'a  Bbowlbt  is  a  well-bm'lt  village^  five  miles  from  Idchfield, 

containing  700  pec^jile,  and  embraces  8463  acres.  Previous  to 
the  Norman  coixjiiest  it  was  cnllod  Broiu  Legge,  but  wlien  it 
became  the  property  of  the  Crown  it  took  the  present  Jiame. 
The  husband  uf  tlie  famous  Lady  Godiva  died  here  in  1057. 
In  1573  it  comprised  lOU  lue^^^nao^e??,  20  euttage<«,  two  winter 
mill.<^,  one  dov^ecote,  1600  acres  of  arable  Innd,  2' HI  of  meadow, 
200  of  pasture,  2U0  of  wood,  and  lUOO  of  I'urze.  Plott,  the 
historian,  mentions  a  person  of  the  name  of  Cooper  who  lived 
here  and  saw  her  descendants  to  the  sixth  generation^  and  all 
alive  at  the  same  time. 


THE  FB££  SCHOOL. 
Bicliard  Crosse^  of  Baggington^  in  the  connty  of  Warwick, 
by  bis  will^  proved  at  Lichfield  the  15th  of  Jane,  1699,  devised 
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unto  Ml",  bpatciiian,  minister  <>f  tlir  puriBh  churcli  of  Yoxall,  in 
the  county  of  Staftbrd,  and  to  his  suceessore,  and  to  Mr.  Thomas 
Allostrce,  minister  of  Hamstall  Kidware,  in  the  county  of 
Stafford,  and  to  his  successors,  all  liis  lands,  tenements,  and 
hereditamoiits,  lying  in  Marchington  ^Voodlands,  in  the  parish 
of  Abbot's  Bromley^  in  the  county  of  Stafford,  in  trusty  that 
thoy  and  thdir  successors  for  the  time  being,  shonldi  out  of  the 
rents  and  profits  thereof,  erect  and  build  a  free  scbool-honse  in 
King's  Bromley ;  provided  that  John  Newton,  Esq.,  lord  of  the 
manor  of  King's  Bromley,  should  grant  to  Kr.  Spateman  and 
Mr.  Allestree,  and  to  their  successors  in  the  churches  of  Yoxall 
and  Hamstall  Bidware,  a  oenvenient  piece  of  ground,  to  contain 
about  one  aero,  for  crectintr  the  school -house,  and  for  the 
scholars  that  should  tlic  rtiii  be  taught,  to  play  on  the  same 
ground,  and  to  be  by  John  Nowti  ii  freed  and  discharged  of 
and  from  all  manner  of  licrioi  s,  iiuirl  uarics,  rents,  and  demands 
whatsoever  ;  and  his  will  furtlier  \\as,  that  when  the  stliool- 
house  should  be  bnilt,  the  rents  and  prohts  of  his  lands, 
tenements,  and  hereditaments  in  Marchington  Woodlands, 
should  be  employed  for  tho  maintenance  of  a  schoolmaster,  freely 
to  teach  poor  children  therein. 

lie  further  devised  the  rents,  arrears  of  rents,  issues,  and 
profits  of  his  moiety  of  a  mossnage  and  farm  called  'ra]^pcnhurst, 
in  the  parish  of  Abbot's  Bromley,  for  ticvcn  year>  m  xt  after  his 
decease,  towards  building  of  the  school-house,  and  for  the 
maintenance  of  a  schoohnaster  there. 

A  school  was  built  according  to  the  requisitions  of  this  will, 
on  a  piece  of  laud  in  King's  Bromley,  whicli  is  presumed  to 
have  been  given  lor  the  purpose  by  the  lord  of  the  manor,  and 
the  estate  at  Marchington  Woodlands  was  applied  in  the 
maintenance  of  a  schoolmaster. 

» 

The  first  account  we  hare  obtained  of  the  Itmount  of  this 

property,  is  from  a  lease  dated  2nd  October,  1780,  purporting 
to  bo  i^naiitod  by  the  Rev.  Jeremiah  (jaunt,  the  then  master  of 
tlie  schcMtlj  and  the  two  rectors  of  Yoxall  and  liamritall  Ridware, 
but  executed  only  by  Jeremiali  Gaunt,  in  which  the  lands  at 
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Marcliingt' >n  A\  Mu».Lltinds  arc  described  as  coutaiuuig  50  acres^ 
more  or  less,  and  ai*e  demised  to  Elizabeth  Frost  and  Henry 
Frost,  for  50  years,  froni  Ludy-dny,  1781,  if  Jeremiah  Gaunt 
ghouid  so  long  Hyq,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  £bO, 

On  the  death  of  Mr.  €laimt,  a  Talnation  of  Ihie  estate  was 
made  hj  Mr.  J.  B.  H.  Bennett^  of  Tatbrny^  sunreyor,  dated  Hhe 
2l8t  of  Norember,  1814,  by  wliieh  it  appeared  that  the  quantity 
of  land  was  55a.  8r.  8p.  including  the  honse^  oatbnildinga,  and 

p^emi:^es,  aud  tlie  annual  value  £118,  from  which  a  land-tax  of 
£3  Is.  aud  a  chief  rent  of  £1  2.s.  4d.  were  to  be  deducted, 
ieaviug  the  net  anuual  value  £113  16s.  8d. 

A  leaae  of  the  farm  wn^  thorenpon  granted  by  the  Rev. 
Edward  Cooper,  rector  of  Yoxall  and  of  Harastall  Ridware, 
and  as  each  8ole  trustee  of  the  school,  to  Heniy  Frost,  for  one 
year,  from  Lady-day,  1815,  at  a  rent  of  £105;  and  by  a 
subseqoent  lease,  an  additional  term  was  g^ranted  to  him  in 
these  premises,  described  by  the  name  of  *'  Stock  Lane  Fazm," 
for  eight  years,  from  Lady-day,  1816,  at  the  same  rent. 

This  term  was  fixed,  in  order  to  make  its  termination  coin- 
cide with  that  of  the  lease  of  an  allotment  made  to  the  trustees 
nnder  the  act  passed  in  the  year  1800,  for  inclosing  the  forest 
or  chase  of  Needwood,  in  the  connty  of  Stafford,  in  respect  of 
the  promises  at  Marchington  Woodlands,  containing  aboat 
10a.  1b.  15p.  and  which  allotment  had  been  let  by  the  Ber. 
Edward  Cooper,  and  Hie  Bev.  Jeremiah  Gannt,  to  Heniy  Frost, 
for  15  years,  from  Lady*  day,  1809,  at  the  rent  of  a  pepper- 
corn, the  tenant  undertaking  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  oom- 
missaonersfor  the  indosures,  to  fence  the  allotment,  and  bring 
it  into  cnltiTation. 

This  lease  was  granted  under  tlic  advice  of  a  surveyor,  and 
upon  his  estimate  of  the  amount  of  the  charges  which  the 
tenant  would  thus  incur. 

The  original  school  and  school-house,  with  the  garden,  croft, 
and  premises  thereto  belonging,  were,  in  the  year  1815, 
exchanged  with  John  Lane,  Esq.,  the  present  lord  of  the  manor, 
for  another  piece  of  ground,  of  nearly  equal  dimensions,  situate 
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iieai-er  the  village,  and  on  which  Mr.  Lane  erected  a  new  and 
commodious  school  and  school-house.  To  this  building,  the 
old  house  (which  was  pulled  down),  were  applied,  and  also  £50, 
received  from  the  executors  of  Mr.  Gaunt^  for  dilapidations  on 
the  school  premises.  Hiis  exchange  was  effected  under  the 
provisions  of  aa  act  passed  in  the  89tli  George  III.,  for 
inclosiuf^  the  waste  lands  and  common  fields  in  King's 
Bromley. 

The  schoolmaster,  Mr.  Thomas  Groen,  occupies  the  school 
preiuiscs,  which  comprise  a  very  good  housc^  and  g'arden,  rent 
free.  The  school  is  open  to  the  boys  of  the  whole  panf?h, 
without  limitation  of  number.  There  arc  50  scholars,  who  are 
taught  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic.  The  master  has  per- 
mission to  employ  an  assistant  in  the  school,  but  he  constantly 
snperin tends  it  himself.  The  trustees  are  the  rectors  of  YoxaU 
and  Hamstall  Ridware. 


KING'S  BBOMLEY  CHARITIES. 

Crosse  and  Lane's  Charity. — Ralph  Crosse  (1700),  built 
and  endowed  almshouses ;  afterwards  others  were  built  by 
John  Lane,  Esq.,  nearer  the  churoh,  consisting  of  seven  rooms 
for  widows,  with  a  bakehouse  and  yard.  The  amount  of  the 
endowment  ia  £28  per  an,,  which  is  paid  quarterly,  in  sums  of 
£1  each,  to  the  seren  widows. 

Crosse's  Chaiuty. — Edward  Crosse  (1699),  left  £5  fee  for 
apprenticing  a  boy  yearly. 

Ckosst:  and  Cottkrell's  CirARiTY.  Crr>^- and  —  Cot- 

terell  left  the  rents  of  the  Morley  Cross  field,  in  Yoxall, 
Sa.  3b.  lOp.,  and  an  allotment  in  Needwood  Forest,  6a.  2b.  25p. 
forcosls,  yearly,  for  poor  housekeepers,  amoimtiDgto  abont 
£16  per  annum. 

'  Wrtoht'r  Chakity. — Widow  Wright.  5s.  per  annum,  in 
bread,  on  Good  Friday,  and  on  St.  Thomas's-day,  to  poor 
widows. 
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Newtons'  Charity. — Miss  Mary  Newton^  and  i^frs.  New- 
ton (1735),  rent  of  the  Carr's  (nino  acros)  meadow  land,  aboat 
£25;  also  rent  of  an  allotment  in  Needwood  Forest^  lOs. 
for  the  poor. 

John  Newton's  Charity. — John  Newton  (1704),  £10  per 
annum  out  of  laud  called  Little  Hays,  to  bo  paid  to  tlie  poor 
quarterly. 

Thomas  Newton's  Charitt. — Thomas  Newton  (1783)^  the 
interest  of  £100^  for  the  poor. 

Cobb's  GHAJKiTY.—Fraaoes  Cobb  (1804)^  interest  of  £100, 
for  the  poor  at  Christmas. 
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BLITHFIELD. 


BuTHiiBU)  parish  is  fonr  lailes  and  a  Uf  north  of  Uogolej, 
contaming  400  inhaMlants.  Blithfield  Hall,  the  aesfc  of  Lord 
Bagotj  preserves  the  old  emhatded  towers  and  walls  of  a 
fortress,  bat  the  warlike  inhabitants  of  yore  are  represented  hj 
a  yalnable  collection  of  portraits  of  eminent  men ;  the  family 
of  the  Bap^ots  resided  hero  at  the  time  of  the  Domesday 
tiui  ve>  .  The  Duke  of  Buckingham,  and  Earl  of  StaObrd  arc 
descended  of  Hervey  Bagot  (1195). 


THE  FBEE  SCHOOL. 

By  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  dated  13th  and  19th 
Angost,  1729,  between  Elizabeth  Bagot,  single  woman,  and 
Jane  Jones,  widow,  two  of  the  daughters  of  Sir  Walter  Bagot, 
late  of  Blithfield,  deceased,  of  the  one  part,  and  Sir  Walter 
Wagstaff  Bagot,  baronet,  Charles  Bagot,  and  William  Bagot, 
Esqrs.,  of  the  other  part ;  after  reciting  that  Elizabeth  Bagot, 
and  Jane  Jones,  for  several  yean  daring  the  minority  of  Sir 
Walter  Wagstaff  Bagot,  and  after  the  death  of  his  falher  and 
mother,  did  live  at  Blithfield,  and  did  giye  yearly  the  sum  of 
£10  to  tliG  schooling  of  the  children  of  the  poor  inhabitants  of 
the  parish  of  Blithfield,  which  was  disposed  of  m  Uie  inanncr 
therein  mentioned,  and  that  the  charity  was  still  carried  on 
though  Elizabeth  Bagot  and  Jane  Jones  liad  left  the  parish, 
and  Elizabeth  Bagot  aud  Jane  Jones  were  desirious  t])nt 
the  charity  shoold  be  continued  for  ever:  it  was  witnessed. 
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ihai  Elisabeih  Bagot,  and  Jane  Jones  gzvizitedy  released  and  con* 
firmed  to  Sir  W.  Wagstaff  Bagot,  Chas.  Bagot  and  Wm.  Bagoi, 
and  their  heirs^  all  that  dose  or  piece  of  ground  called  Hadley 
Olose,  lying  in  the  parish  of  Oolton  andoounty  of  Stafford^  con- 
taining by  estimation  fonr  acres,  being  part  of  a  fiuna  in  Coltou, 
theretofore  called  Bagglcy's  Living,  and  theretofore  pnrdiased 
by  Elizabeth  Bagot,  of  and  from  Elhabet^  Samiders  and  others^ 
at  408.  per  animm  rent,  free  from  all  maaner  of  taxes ;  and  all 
that  parcel  of  ^ouiid  theretofore  called  the  Ashen  Croft^  and 
then  of  late  called  1 1 nm])hrey  Webb's  Ashen  Croft^  and  all  that 
other  parcel  of  laud  called  Tooth's  Ashen  Croft ;  both  which 
last-men  tinned  closes  were  lying  in  the  parish  of  Colton,  and 
were  lately  jnirchased  hy,  or  in  trust  for,  Jane  Jones  and  her 
heirs,  and  were  then  or  late  in  the  holding  of  John  Ijandcr,  at 
the  yearly  rent  of  £5,  together  with  ail  ways,  &c.,  to  hold  the 
some  upon  the  trusts  thereafter  mentioned.  And  it  was  further 
witnessed,  that  Elizabeth  Bagot  granted,  ba^^ained,  aold^  and 
assigned  to  Sir  Walter  Wagstaff  Bagot»  Gharies  Bago^  and 
William  Bagot,  their  executors,  adminisfarators,  and  assigns,  all 
that  close  or  leasow,  formerly  called  Hadley  Leaaow,  lying  in 
Colton,  containing  by  estimation  fonr  acres,  together  with  a  bam 
standing  thereon,  and  theretofore  let  by  tiie  said  Elizabeth 
Bagot  to  Robt*  Brongh,  for  99  years,  commencing  19th  March, 
1700,  at  the  yearty  rent  of  £8  lOs.  4d.,  to  hold  for  tiie  residue 
of  a  term  of  970  years,  conmiencing  from  the  18th  March,  1700, 
•  upon  tmst,  that  Sir  Walter  Wagstaff  Bagot,  &c.,  their  heirs, 
executors,  and  administrators  and  assigns  should,  out  of  the 
rents  and  profit  s  of  all  the  premises,  in  the  first  place,  purchase 
Buch  Ijooks  as  they  should  think  fit  for  children  to  learu  to  rend 
in,  and  such  children  only  to  be  taught  as  the  trustees  should 
nominate,  the  poorest  only  being  intended  to  be  taught,  and  not 
i^uch  wlivse  parenU  ti-'-rr  nhl,  <>t  fh'-in.<-'Irci<  to  give  their  cliihlrfn 
fearnhitj  •  and  in  the  next  plnco,  out  ut"  the  trust  estates,  to  pay 
to  the  clerk  of  the  paiish  of  Blithfield  for  the  time  being,  or  in 
case  of  his  refusal  or  neglect,  to  any  other  person  the  trustees 
should  choose,  for  teaching  the  children  to  read  well,  the  yearly 
sum  of  £6,  by  half-yearly  payments ;  the  school  to  be  kept,  and 
scholars  taught  in  the  parish  of  Blithfield,  and  for  the  poor 
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cliiklren  of  that  parish  only ;  and  in  case  any  of  the  poor 
children  ahoold  come  to  the  84;diool  who  live  far  from  tlie  Bchix>l, 
then  the  trastees  to  appoint  some  place  for  the  dinner  of  Bach 
children^  the  aame  to  conaist  of  smaU  beer,  bread  and  cbeeae, 
or  broth,  or  some  other  small  susteiuuicc  ;  and  after  payment 
thmofj  tbe  residae  of  the  trust  money  to  be  paid  to  the  school- 
master  or  sdioolmistressy  saving  each  child  after  he  or  she  had 
lesimed  and  ooald  reed  Teiy  weUj  and  coold  repeat  tJie  dmrch 
catechism  ehoald,  at  leaving  the  school,  have  a  good  Bible 
given  to  him  or  her  j  with  power  to  the  tmstees  to  correct 
abnses. 

There  is  in  an  indentm?e,  dated  B&i  Fei)fj«i  1812,  a  recital 
that  oerfcaui  lands  were  settled  and  aasm«d  to  William  Lord 

Bagot,  and  the  Hon.  and  Rev.  Richard  Bagot,  rector  of  BUthfield, 
for  the  mamtenaiicu  uf  n  schoolmaster  freely  to  teach  children 
at  Admaston,  in  the  jjansli  of  Blithfteld.  The  trusts  of  the 
charity  liavo  always  been  administered  by  the  descendants  of 
Sir  Walter  AV}iL':staff  Bagot,  and  contmue  now  to  be  so. 

By  the  mdcnturo  last-mcntioned,  after  further  recitin^^  that 
the  sum  of  £200  had  been  lately  raised  by  the  sale  of  tiniber 
growing  upon  the  lands,  and  thai  Lord  Bagot  and  Richard 
Bagot,  were  desirous  that  the  sum  of  £200  should  be  applied 
and  secured  in  angmentation  of  the  salary  of  the  sohoohnaster, 
it  was  witneesed,  that  in  consideration  of  the  snm  of  £200 
Lord  Bagot  granted  to  Richard  Bagot^  his  heirs  and  assigns, 
an  annnily  or  yearly  rent-charge  of  £9  to  be  issuing  and  pay- 
able oat  of  all  that  close  or  parcel  of  land  of  him  Lord  Bagot, 
lyingin  the  parish  of  Colton^  called  the  Long  Metto,  containing, 
hj  estimationj  9a,  Sk*  17p.j  in  trust  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the 
Bchoofanaster  of  Admaaton  sofhodfor  the  time  being. 

The  property  belonging  to  this  bhaxifcjr,  will  appear  from  the 
following. 

A.  X.  r. 


Little  Ashen  Croft   3  012 

P,i-  Ashen  Croft   5  0  21 

Near  Hadley  Leaaow    4  3  17 

mMe       ditto    1  0  25 

l  ar          ditto    4  S  13 
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£  t.  4. 

Setai   85  10  0 

amt-chtqtcoBttoLopgMetto*   9  0  0 

34  10  0 

*  Fiod«oe  of  Nle  of  JBMOiroitli  of  tiie  8dliod4aiid  timber. 

Two  schools^  one  for  boys  and  the  oUier  for  girl0«  ore  now 
lield  at  Admaston,  in  the  parish  of  Bliihfield,  in  a  hdlding 

erected  for  that  purpose  by  Lord  Bagot,  on  his  own  land,  and 
at  his  own  expeuse,  towards  the  maiutenanco  of  which  these 
rents  are  applied.  Their  amount,  however,  falls  far  short  of  the 
actual  expenditure,  the  excess  of  which  is  paid  by  Lord  Bagot. 
The  master  aud  mistress,  Mr.  Thomas  Beckett  and  his  wife, 
receive  £80  a-year  between  thera.  The  charf^e  for  books^ 
■wliirli  are  purchased  from  the  liartlett's  Biiildinp;^  Society, 
averages  about  £7  a-year.  Each  scholar  receives  a  Bible  on 
quitting  the  sohool.  In  addition  to  this,  the  girls  are  clothed. 
The  whole  expense  of  the  establishment,  indnding  fuel,  amounts 
to  at  least  £12Q  a-year.   There  are  40  boys  and  SO  girls. 

No  dinners  are  now  provided  pursuant  to  the  directions  of 
the  founding  deed}  it  being  thooght  inexpedient  that  this  pro- 
vision shoold  be  continued. 


0EKEBAL  OHAEinES. 

Sir  Walter  Bagot  (1702),  £10  per  annum;  and  Rev.  W. 
Bagot  and  Louisa  Bagot,  interest  of  £50  per  annum. 

Thomas  Russell,  £2  12s.  Od.  per  annum,  out  of  Marchbam 
Farm. 

Dorothy  Hawkes  (1704),  £3  5s.  Od.  per  annnm,  out  of  land 
at  Bromley. 

Edward  Clarke  and  others,  interest  of  £30. 

Elizabeth  Bailey  (1 735),  £2  7s.  6d.  per  annmn/ont  of  Pot- 
ter's Green,  in  Abbot's  Bromley. 

These  ore  all  distributed  to  the  poor. 

Edward  Higson  left  fire  shillings  a-year  for  anyone  that 
teaoheth  a  school  at  Newton,  in  BliQifield  parish.^'  This  is  paid 
to  a  sphoolmistress  there. 
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WoLVSBHiJiFTOK  is  tlie  moBt  populous  town  in  Stafibrcbliire : 
in  half  a  oentmy  its  populatioD  has  more  than  tripled.  The 
borough  oontains  upwards  of  50j000,  and  tiie  parish  upwards 
d  100,000  inhabitants,  which  is  about  thirty  miles  in  circuit. 

Prior  to  the  year  996  it  was  called  Ham])toii,  but  upon 
WuliVuue,  relict  of  the  Duke  of  Northauipton,  fuunding  the 
collog-o  and  church  of  St.  Mary  (now  St.  Pctur'a),  it  was  called 
WuUi  uQus  Hampton — the  original  of  the  present  name. 

During  the  civil  wars  of  the  17th  century^  it  was  taken 
possession  of  by  the  Parliamentaiy  troops^  on  the  day  after 
the  battle  of  Hopton  Heath,  near  Stafford.  The  king  held  one 
of  his  courts  here  on  iJie  17tli  August,  1042.  In  1645,  Prince 
Bupert's  head-quarters  were  held  here.  In  1645 — the  day 
after  the  battle  of  Naseby — the  king  visited  it  for  the  last  time. 
It  was  on  tiiis  occasion  that  Mr.  Gough^  of  Ferry  lis]],  gave 
the  long  iK1200.  Gliarles  IT.  did  not  forgot  this,  and  knighted 
the  grandson  of  Mr.  Gough  when  introduced  at  court.  Richard 
Gough,  the  translator  of  Canulini*$  Bt  Uannica,  was  cue  of 
this  family. 

The  town  now  contains  many  fine  buildings  of  recent  erec- 
tion; also,  public  baths,  and  an  extensive  cometery;  eight 
churches,  and  several  Catholic  and  IKssonters  places  of 
worsliip. 

Many  eminent  men  were  bom  or  educated  here,  amongst 
whom  were  the  eccentric  and  eminent  surgeon  JohnAberaethy;  ' 
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Sir  William  Congrcvc^  the  engineer;  J.  Pearson,  adyooate- 
general  for  India  j  Clmrles  Glaiiditia  Phillipa,  the  prinoe  of 
fiddlers;  William  Pitt,  the  historian;  and  those  two  great 
painterSj  Bird  and  Barney. 


THE  FB££  GKAHMAK  SCHOOL. 

The  free  graznmar  school  at  Wolverhampton  waa  founded 
by  Sir  Stephen  Jenyns^  knight,  and  alderman  of  London,  who 
obtained  from  King  Henry  VIJJ.  two  several  letters  patent, 
respectively  dated  the  22nd  September,  1512,  and  the  12th 
April,  1513;  by  the  first  uf  which,  the  said  king  did,  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  grammar  school  erected  and  founded  by 
Sir  Stephen  Jenyns,  in  the  town  uf  Wolverhampton,  empower 
the  masters  and  wardens  of  the  guild  of  fraternity  of  Merchant 
TaQors*  of  London  (of  which  company  Sir  Stephen  was  a  mem- 
ber), to  acquii'c  manors,  lands,  and  tenements,  to  the  yearly 
value  of  £20 ;  and  by  the  latter  of  which  letters  patent  he 
granted  licenBO  to  Sir  Stephen  Jenyng,  to  give  and  grant  to  the 
master  and  wardens  of  the  guild  or  fraternity  of  Merchant 
Tailors'^  the  manor  of  Rushocke,  near  Chadesley  Corbet,  with 
the  appnrtonanoes^  in  Rushocke  in  the  county  of  Worcester, 
estimated  at  the  annnal  value  of  £15,  to  hold  to  the  master  and 
wardens^  and  their  sacoessorB  for  ever;  for  the  better  snsten- 
tation  of  one  master,  and  also  of  one  neher  in  the  grammar 
school,  for  instracting  boys  in  the  school  in  good  morals  and 
literature,  and  of  other  neoessary  things  to  be  done  there,  ac- 
cording to  the  orders  and  sonnd  roles  and  disposition  by  Sir 
Sir  Stephen  Jenyns,  or  his  executors,  or  others  by  him  to  be 
deputed  or  appointed  in  that  behalf,  to  be  ordained,  settled 
and  estabh^hed. 

By  deed  of  feoffment*  dated  the  25th  May,  1515,  Sir 

*  The  origioal  deed  of  ftofinent  (and  probably  other  early  docnmentB  relating 
to  tiiU  fdiool,  the  abeence  of  whidi  tbrowe  eoneideioble  obeeuiity  over  ili  Uatoiy) 
•10  mppoaed  to  htm  been  deetnijed  in  the  great  fire  of  Londoiif  in  tliexear  1666. 
A  co|7  of  Sir  8c«pli«n  JeD7ne*i  ftofiinent  if  luraaerved  in  a^  deedtaad 
UutnuMiiti  bdongiDg  to  the  Companji  fkoin  wbfdi  the  abovo  abatnei  ii  obtained. 
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Stephen  Jon}Tis,  "by  virtue  of  tlio  said  letters  patent/'  granted 
to  the  master  and  wardens  of  the  guild  of  Merchant  Tailors*, 
his  manor  of  Bushocke^  near  Chadesley  Corbet,  with  the  ap- 
pnitenanceej  in  Bushocke,  in  the  county  of  Worcester ;  to  hold 
the  same  for  ever,  in  part  satisfaction  of  the  lands  and  tene- 
ments of  the  yearly  valiie  of  i20,  which  the  master  and  wardens 
had  license  to  hold  by  letters  patent,  ''to  the  nse  and  intent  of 
the  said  Sir  Stephen  Jenyns,  as  by  his  settlement  fcon^pa* 
wiUonemJ  or  his  last  will  made  and  declared  theieof^  more 
manifestly  appears/' 

It  is  not  known  that  Sir  Stephen  Jenjms  prepared  any 
rules  or  orders  for  the  regulation  of  the  school,  or  that  he 
made  any  declaration  by  will,  or  otherwise,  of  his  intentions 
with  respect  to  it. 

Tt  fippoars  from  certain  proceedings  in  a  suit  in  the  court  of 
Chanceiy,  commenced  in  the  year  1626,  that  the  Merchant 
Tailore*  Company,  immediately  after  their  accepting  the  said 
trust,  and,  ns  they  state,  in  execution  thereof,  granted  a  lease 
of  the  Bi  iTioi-  of  Bushocke,  which  had  been  so  conveyed  to 
them,  to  Sir  Stephen  Jenyns,  Dame  Margaret  his  wife,  and 
John  Nicholls  her  son,  for  their  lives,  and  the  life  of  the  sur- 
Tivor,  without  any  reservation  of  rent :  and  that  Sir  Stephen 
Jenyns,  his  wife  and  her  son,  continued  during  their  lives  to 
apply  a  part  only  of  the  rents  and  profits  to  the  maintenance 
of  a  schoolmaster  and  usher  in  the  said  schooL  The  same 
course  had  been  pursned  by  the  Company  after  the  termination 
of  this  lease,  of  the  rent,  which  was  then  £18  a  year,  (reserved 
upon  a  lease  for  99  years,  granted  before  the  expiration  of  the 
lease  for  lives,  with  the  consent  of  the  lessees;)  £12  per  an, 
only  had  been  for  many  years  paid  [to  Uie  master  and  usher, 
from  whence  the  Company,  in  their  defence  to  the  said  suit, 
inferred  that  Sir  Stephen  Jenyns  had  probably  by  some  will 
or  other  appointment,  limited  this  sum  cmly  to  be  ptaA  out  of 
the  manor  to  the  master  and  usher,  and  the  rest  of  the  rents 
and  profits  to  remain  to  the  use  of  the  Company.  In  the  result, 
however,  of  the  suit,  a  decree  was  made,  dated  the  24th  May, 
1G28,  declaring  that  the  court  was  satisfied  tlml  die  manor  and 
lands  did  wholly  belong  to  the  school,  and  for  doing  other  ne- 
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cessary  tkmgs  there ;  and  ordering  that  the  manor  and  lands 
and  the  profits  thereof,  should  be  settled  lu  1  employed  to  the 
uae  of  the  echool,  and  of  other  necessary  things  to  be  done 
theve,  aocording  to  the  lioense^  antil  the  Companj  could  pro- 
dnoe  Sir  Stephen  Jenyns's  willy  or  Bome  deed  or  writing  more 
folly  ezprefismg  the  use  thereof.  No  such  will  or  metrnment 
haying  ever  being  produced,  the  property  has  remained  set- 
tled under  this  decree,  to  the  uses  expressed  in  the  letters 
patent. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  school-house  m  Wolverhampton, 
which  appears  to  have  been  built  by  Sir  Stephen  Jenyns,  is 
not  comprised  in  the  deed  of  feoffment  above  mentioned,  nor 
is  there  any  conyeyanoe  thereof  to  the  Merchant  Tailors' 
Company,  now  extant ;  bnt  these  premises  have  been  always 
considered  as  fonning  part  of  the  trust  properly,  and  are  ex- 
pressly mentioned  in  the  latter  oonveyances  in  trust,  which 
will  be  presently  adverted  to. 

The  government  of  the  school,  and  its  revenues,  continued 
to  be  exercised  by  the  Merchant  Tailors'  Ompany  till  the 
year  1766,  when  further  proceedings  were  instituted  in  the 
Court  of  Chanceiy,  by  certain  inhabitants  of  Wolverhampton, 
respecting  the  management  of  the  school  property ;  and  the 
Company  having  in  their  answer  to  the  information  filed 
against  them,  stated  that  they  were  willing  and  desirous  to  be 
discharged  from  the  trust,  an  order  was  sabseqnently  made, 
dated  the  23rd  July,  1783,  by  which  it  was  directed  that 
they  should  be  discharged  therefirom,  and  should  convey  the 
trust  premises  to  certain  trustees,  approved  by  one  of  the 
masters  of  the  court.  This  was  acctnrdingly  done,  by  an 
indenture  of  bargain  and  sale,  dated  the  13th  October,  1784, 
in  which  the  school-house  and  two  messuages,  with  the  offices, 
yards^  gardens,  and  other  appurtenances,  in  Wolverhampton, 
and  the  ground  whereon  the  same  were  erected,  and  also  the 
manor  of  Rushocke,  near  Chadesley  Corbet,  in  Rushocko,  in 
the  county  of  Worcester,  were  conveyed  by  the  Company  to 
the  trustee^^  upon  the  like  trusts,  and  subject  to  the  like 
powers  as  thoae  to  which  the  Company  had  stood  seised  thereof; 
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aud  the  deed  contained  special  directions  wlir  n  the  trustees 
should  be  reduced  to  21  or  under,  lor  tlio  appointmont  1>y  the 
smrivors,  of  so  many  new  ones  as  should  make  up  tiie  number 
40.  The  Lord  Bishop  of  Lichfield  and  Coventry,  and  the 
knights  of  the  sliire  for  th^  county  of  Stafford,  to  be  always 
nominated  among  snch  trustees. 

Two  subaequent  conveyances  to  trustees  have  been  made, 
pursuant  to  this  provision,  in  the  last  of  whidi,  dated  2ord  of 
December,  1817,  the  trust  estate  is  described  as  comprising,  in 
addition  to  the  premist^  in  Wolverhanijjton  and  the  manor  (.>f 
Rushocke,  all  those  m^  -  iinm'^,  farms,  and  parcels  of  land 
situate  in  the  several  paiislies  of  JUishocke,  Dodderhill,  Upton 
Warren,  and  Chadeslcy  Ccri^et,  all  in  the  county  of  Worcester, 
and  ooutaining  altogether  823a.  1b.  25p.>  or  thereabouts. 

This  variation  in  the  description  appears  to  have  taken 
place  in  consequence  of  an  indosnre  of  common  lands  at  Ru- 
shocke, the  Act  for  which  passed  in  the  year  1805.  By  the 
award  under  this  Act,  several  parcels  of  land,  containing 
32a.  2r.  were  allotted  to  the  trustees  as  lords  of  the  manor 
of  liusliockc,  out  of  the  common  or  waste  called  Rushocko 
Wood,  aud  also  other  parcels  of  land,  containing  65a.  1  k.  1  ip. 
out  of  the  common  fields  in  the  manor.  The  commissioner 
likewise  awarded  that  certain  exchanges  should  be  made  of 
lands  belonrnunr  to  the  tmstees,  for  other  lands  belonffinGT  to 
iieiglibounng  proprietors,  in  which  exchanges  the  quantity  of 
land  given  by  the  trustees,  amounted  to  181a.  2e.  5p.  and  the 
quantity  received  by  them  to  1o7a.  3r.  Ip.,  bcinj^  a  loss  to  the 
trustees  of  23a.  3&  4p.  It  appears^  therefore,  that  the  extent 
of  territory  acquired  by  the  trustees  under  this  enclosure  was 
not  very  great,  but  the  impiroTement  of  their  property  in  the 
quality  of  the  exchanged  lands,  and  their  more  convenient 
situation  with  respect  to  the  rest  of  the  estate,  is  stated  to  be 
considerable.  The  price  thej  paid  for  this  amelioration  was 
also  considerable.  By  the  oonmiissioner's  award,  various  sams, 
amounting  to  £192  12b.,  were  directed  to  be  paid  by  the 
troflteee  to  the  other  proprietors,  for  making  fences  on  new 
allotments,  and  keeping  np  the  fences  of  old  indosnres  taken 
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by  them  in  exchange;  and  a  further  sum  of  £143  1 7s.  4d. 
mm  awarded  to  be  paid  by  the  traateeB,  being  part  of  a 
anm  of  £204  16e.  allowed  for  the  ezpemae  of  msHdng  and 
oompletmg  the  exchangeSj  a  proportion  which  oertamly  indi- 
cates the  opinion  of  the  commissioner,  that  tiie  ezchangea 
were  advantageous  to  the  school  property. 

Tlic  jn  oportion  paid  by  the  trustees  of  the  rate  assessed 
for  the  chains  of  procuring  the  Inclosure  Act,  and  of 
the  subsequent  proceedings,  amounted  to  £1,453  IGs.  lOd. 
in  which  amount,  however,  the  before-mentioned  sum  of 
£143  17s.  4d.  appears  to  have  been  indaded;  thus  making 
the  whole  charge  incurred  by  the  trustees  in  this  transaction, 
£l,e46  86.  lOd. 

In  the  absence  of  all  early  docaments  respecting  tiie  trast 
property,  there  are  no  means  of  ascertaintsig  how  ftr,  at  the 
time  of  the  incloBine,  the  quantity  of  land  agreed  with  that 

received  from  Sir  Stephen  Jenjms  ;  but  there  is  no  gronnd  to 
suppose  that  any  diminution  of  quantity  had  tnkeii  place,  none 
such  havino;'  been  suggested  in  ihu  various  mvestigations  which 
have  been  had  in  the  Court  of  Chancery.  In  those  investiga- 
tions, many  qnestions  arose  respecting  both  the  management  of 
the  property  and  the  application  of  the  revenues  wliile  under 
the  direction  of  the  Merchant  Tailorg*  Company  ;  but  these 
having  received  the  final  decision  of  the  court,  it  is  not  necessary 
now  to  advert  to  them,  or  indeed  to  enter  into  any  examination 
of  the  aoconnts  of  the  school^  previous  to  the  transfer  of  the 
management  from  the  Company  in  1785.  At  present  it  is  only 
necessary  to  observe,  that  the  rent  of  the  trust  estate,  when  it 
came  into  the  possession  of  the  Company,  npon  the  cxpiratioa 
of  the  lease  for  99  years  above  referred  to,  was  £80  a-year; 
and  that  when  they  transferred  it  to  the  trostees  appomted 
by  the  Court  of  Chancery,  the  annual  rents  amoimted  to 
£461  14s. 

This  estate,  with  the  additions  and  improvements  derived 
under  the  Inclosure  Act,  is  let  in  separate  farms  and  parcels  to 
different  tenants.  The  lettings  on  the  visit  of  the  Charity 
Commissioners  were  as  follows : — 

2  K 
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JdmLrtt  ....... 

JolmWitlaiw... 


JobiiLiUcj. 


John  Corbott  

Thomas  Everton 

John  Evans  

Charlo  Taylor  .. 
Joseph  Burford .. 


190W  Tiuiu  ••••«»•«•••.••••.••■• 

BndioekeGoiift  Aim   

Lq^knd  Faim  

^Haynam's  or  Minahull's'^ 
\  fana  and  land  in  the  f 
}  parishes  of  Dodderiufi  C 
C   and  Upton  Wazraa...^ 

Bach  Elm  Fiirm  „,..» 

Little  London ... 


A.  B.  P. 

m  0  89... 

171  0  6  ... 

183  S  8  ... 


£  9,9. 

490  0  0 

sec  0  0 

SIO  0  0 


13S   9  5  ...   190  0  0 


lOS  3  27  ... 

13  0  39  ... 

7  3  33  ... 

a  S  19  ... 

3  1  16  ... 


IQP  0  0 
22  0  0 
15  10  0 
15  15  0 
6  0  0 


1  95  ...  1,108  5  0 


These  tuna  are  let  from  year  to  year.  Undertlie  preceding 
leasea  granted  by  the  traatees^  the  renta  xeserred  Iiad,  till  the 
year  1807,  amounted,  after  deducting  land-tax,  to  £546  la.  6d. 
In  that  year  an  inoreaae  took  place,  making  the  anaoimtofTenty 
mdoding  the  land-tax,  £688  18b.;  and  in  1818  it  was  refinred 
to  Hr.  Biahton,  the  oommiflaioner  for  the  indoanie,  an  eminent 
land  aarreyor,  to  aaoertain  the'yalue  of  the  ftrma,  and  aet^ 
the  tenns  for  new  lettings;   and  nnder  hie  advice  new 
leases  were  granted ;  some  small  alterations  in  the  rents  have 
Bince  been  made.    Lett's  Farm;  which  was  letin  1810,  for  £86S 
wai  raised  to  £420 ;  mid  Taylor's  which  was  let  for  10  gnineas, 
was  raised  to  15  giuucaa,  in  consequence  of  his  house  'ha\'ing 
been  ro-built  at  an  expense  of  £1 52  6s.  8d.    On  the  other  hand, 
Lilley's  rent  was  reduced  from  £150  to  £120  and  C  rln  tt's  from 
£125  to  £100.  These  reductions  (the  latter  of  which  took  place 
before  Corbett  came  into  possession)  appear  to  have  been  made 
in  consequence  of  tlie  poverty  of  the  tenants,  combined  mth 
an  opinion  on  tlio  part  of  the  trustees,  that  these  farms  (of 
which  the  land  is  poor)  were  rather  overlet.  The  result  of  these 
several  variations  created  an  addition  to  the  aggregate  rents 
of  5s. 

In  addition  to  the  rents^  some  considerable  emoluments  have 
been  made  by  the  trustees,  from  the  sale  of  timber  o£f  the 
estate.   The  total  produce  of  these  sales,  from  the  year  I79b, 
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after  deducting  £19  5s.  Id.  for  the  expenses,  was  £2,377  Os.  5d. 
includiug  therein  the  balance  of  receipts  and  payments  for  tim- 
ber g^wing  on  the  exo}iann;t  d  lauds  in  1812,  amoimting  to 
£57  63.  The  whole  of  this  \\  iis  received,  except  £23  paid  to 
a  former  receiver,  whose  account  was  never  setUed^  he  haying 
become  insolvent. 

The  trustees  also  received,  in  1797,  a  sum  of  £132  17s.  2d. 
part  of  a  balance  of  £310  14s.  9d.  due  from  the  Merchant 
Tailors'  Compttiy^  ai  the  termination  of  their  trast  (which, 
with  some  otker  monies,  had  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
aooonntant  gGD/anl,)  after  deducting  ihereGeom  lome  costs  snb- 
leqneatiy  inoiirred  in  the  Oourt  of  Ohancery;  and  they  also  had 
a  donation  of  £50  fiom  the  tmsteOB  of  Andrew  Neyrton,  Esq., 
of  Lichfield,  being  pKtt  of  a  snmof  monej  left  fay  him,  at  their 
disposal,  for  charitshle  purposes.  Betnins  of  propecty-isz 
were  msds  at  diffiarent  times,  to  the  amount  of  £861  18s.  2d,, 
up  to  1880.  The  whole  oi  these  extra  reoeqitr^wera  howerer, 
applied  towsrds  defraying  the  ajqienses  of  the  indosnre,  and 
of  the  lazge  repairs  whioh^haye  at  diflbrent  times  been  neossssty, 
and  the  rents  above-mentioned  remain  the  only  permsaent 

inoome  of  the  tmst. 

The  school  thus  foutaded  sad  endowed,  oontinned,  while 

under  the  government  of  the  Uerdfaant  Tsilors'  Company,  to 

be  ooadnoted  by  a  head  mastsfrsad  an  nsher  (who  also  offidated 

as  writing  master),  and  whose  salaties^  at  iiie  termination  of 

that  tmst,  were  £68  6a.  8d.  to  the  former,  sad  £31  ISs.  4d.  to 

the  latter ;  a  rate  at  whidi  tilie  former  had  remained  from  the 
year  1074,  and  the  latter  from  the  year  1665.    It  does  not 

appear  what  particular  regulations  were  originally  established 
or  prevailed  during  the  above  jx?riod,  as  to  the  interiial  cx)n- 
fititntion  of  the  school,  tlio  nnml)er  of  bcliolurs,  or  the  local 
limits  within  which  they  were  to  be  taken.  "W  hen  the  trustees 
assumed  the  ""ovomment  of  the  school  in  1785,  among  other 
rules  adopted  for  Jib  regulation,  thp)-  resolved  that  the  head 
master  and  ushers  should  not  bo  nl  liged  to  teach  more  than 
150  boys;  and  that  tbc  head  master  should  have  liberty  to 
take  forty  boarders,  and  tlie  usher  twelve  (and  no  more  without 
leave  of  the  standing  committee),  who  were  to  have  their 
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sokooliiig  free,  pAying  for  tlieir  boavd.  Tbej  appomied  a  hoacl 
mastery  with  a  salarj  of  £150  a-year,  an  naher,  with  a  salaiy  of 
iSO,  and  a  master  for  writiiig,  arithmetio,  and  maihemataoSy 
with  a  sakffjr  of  £70;  and  in  1788  were  added  to  tihese  a  master 
for  French  and  Qerman,  and  a  drawing  master,  wilih  a  salaiy 
to  each  of  £60, 

The  head  master's  sahuy  reoeived  no  addition  tfll  the  year 
1614^  when  it  was  raised  at  onoe  to  £500,  to  oommenoe  from 
September  in  that  year,  he  keeping  the  school-house  in  which 
he  resided,  and  the  old  school,  in  repair.  Tlic  usher 'd  sxdary 
was  raised  in  1807  to  £1UU,  uiid  in  Idlo  to  £200,  to  commence 
Iroiii  tiie  month  of  September,  he  keeping  the  house  in  which 
he  resided,  and  the  windows  of  the  school  uaed  by  him,  in 
repair.  The  writing  master  had  nn  addition  of  £10  a-year  to 
his  Kalary,  made  in  1796,  for  attending  the  boys  to  church. 
From  the  year  1801  to  1817,  ho  appears  to  have  received  a 
salary  of  two  guineas  a-week,  which  was  granted  to  him  in 
oonsideration  of  bis  having  a  large  family.  In  the  latter 
year  he  was  saperaimnated  on  a  pension  of  fifty  guineas^  and 
the  saUry  of  the  writing  master  was  fixed  at  £84  a-year.  The 
Balary  of  the  French  and  German  master  was  raised  in  1816  to 
£80^  and  that  of  the  drawing  master  in  1817  to  £70. 

In  order  to  nnderstand  the  conditions  annexed  to  the  in* 
Grease  of  the  head  master^s  andPusher's  aalarieSj  it  is  necessary 
to  state^  that  the  school  IraUdings  consist  of  a  hsndsome  school- 
room, with  a  good  honse  at  each  end,  which  were  erected  in  the 

year  171.5,  and  of  another  room  called  the  new  school,  built  by 
tho  trustees  in  ilie  year  1785,  on  part  of  Llic  play  ground  at  the 
back  of  tho  premises,  tho  old  school  not  being  thought  by  them 
suHiciontly  capacious.  At  the  time  when  the  salaries  were 
increased,  tho  head  master  taught  the  upper  classes  in  the  old 
school,  and  the  uslier  the  lower  classes  in  the  new  school.  This 
arrangement,  however,  has  been  since  altered. 

Upon  the  re-opening  of  the  school,  the  trustees  appointed 
98  day- scholars  from  the  town^  making,  with  the  allowed  num. 
ber  of  52  boarders,  the  complement  of  150 ;  but,  before  the 
masters'  houses  were  ready  to  receive  their  boarders,  many  of 
these  98  had  been  taken  away, — theur  parents  finding  th^  syatem 
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of  education  to  be  such  as  did  not  suit  their  statioji  in  life. 
The  boarders  continuod  for  some  time  to  intrrease,  but  the  day 
scholars  decremed ;  so  that  the  whole  number  of  8cholM*s  of 
both  descriptions,  according  to  the  statement  of  the  then 
head  master,  neve  r  cxc^ded  100.*  In  1803,  an  entry  in  the 
minnte-book  noticed  the  great  decrease  of  boys  in  tlic  free- 
school,  which  then  amounted  to  only  22  ;  thisi,  however,  mast 
have  been  meant  of  the  day-scholars  only,  as  it  appears,  by 
other  testimony  ,  that  the  total  number  never  was  so  small  aa 
t]ii0»  Tha  head  maater  in  that  year  had  17  boarders;  how 
many  tbe  usher  may  bave  bad  we  cannot  aaoertain.  The  tros- 
tees  resolYed  to  calla  generil  meefciiig  to  inquize  into  the  cause 
of  this  deoroooo,  and  afterwards  appointed  a  oommittee  to  in- 
vestigate the  matter,  and  to  devise  the  means  of  restoring  the 
ebbool  ''to  its  intended  state  of  public  utility;''  but  it  doee 
not  appear  tbat  any  tbing  eflfootnal  was  done.  Though  there 
la  no  reetriction  by  ilie  foundation  aa  to  the  pkce  from  wbenoe 
tbe  acbolars  ore  to  be  taken^  it  baa  always  been  usual  to  no- 
minate the  day  boys  from  among  tbe  inbabitanta  of  tbe  town. 
Tbe  day-boya  are  admitted  by  the  nukstOT^  on  tiie  reoommenda* 
•  tkm  of  the  tniateeBj  and  tbe  only  q;iialification  required  for 
admianon  ia,  ibat  they  aboold  be  able  to  read  oompetently. 
They  are  at  no  erpenae  whatever,  exoept  school-books. 
Fonnerly  a  small  ooutrifatitioii  %a8  nKpured  from  them,  in  order 
to  defray  an  annual  charge  of  £6  incurred  by  the  master  for 
sweeping  the  school  and  lighting  the  fires ;  but  this  was 
aboUshed  in  1803  by  the  trustees,  who  took  the  payment  of 
that  charge  on  themselves.  Some  other  suma  have  also  been 
heretofore  received  by  the  head  master,  under  the  following 
circumstances.  Accordincf  to  the  regular  course  of  education, 
the  boys  remain  with  the  usher  till  they  are  able  to  scan  and  to 

•  The  then  head  mfister,  the  Kev.  Wm.  'rindall,  was  elected  In  1800,  prerioui 
to  which  time  he  had  been  usher,  from  the  opening  of  the  school  in  ll&o.  His 
lilt  of  boardwrs  m  the  only  one  of  any  kind  to  bo  met  with.  It  appeared  tliat  his 
mmlMr  of  bMidei%  wUto  ndier,  nm  Ml,  and  Ibr  •onw  jem  vkomM  tte  Saiit, 
th0  head  mwtar  invliig  tnnufemd  to  him  *  part  of  hii  privilffe.  Alltr  lie 
became  head  aailert  Uf  nnmben  varied  considerably  i  but  ia  BO  tmv,  OEoepI  tin 
ftnt»  did  thar  101011111  to  10  maay  hi  iwea^-eight. 
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raad  Ovid,  when  they  are  transferred  to  the  head  master ;  but 
a  cnstom  has  prevailed,  for  the  head  master  tu  take  uudur  his 
tuition  buys  not  so  t|ualiiied,  on  being  paid  for  each  four  guineati 
a-year.  This  appears  to  have  been  always  done  by  agreement 
with  the  parents,  and  at  their  request ;  but  the  practice  being 
brought  under  the  notice  of  the  tru slices  was  ciiai^pproYed  by 
them,  and  by  tlu  ir  desire  iliscoutiaued. 

The  regular  expenditure  of  tliis  establishment  was,  at  the 
time  the  Qhaiitj  Comnuasionera  igsaed  thoir  report,  as  follows : 

£  s.  d.  «  8.  d. 

Maatcra'  balaries.— Head  master   500  0  0 

Usher   200  0  0 

Writing  master   WOO 

IVeDG^  and  Genua  master          80  0  0 

ScKving  master   7D  0       9M  0  0 

Fensim  to  sepenmnlsdwiiliiif  master   5810  0 

fieatifarof  theraate   €  S  0 

Lnd  tax  and  Kmg:'s  rent  8e.  6d.*   5112  1 

Insaranoe  of  farm  bmldings  £4  14s.  6d.»  school  £2  178   7  11  6 

Allowance  to  ninsti  r  for  cicaniug  schools  and  lighting  fires.,.,   6  6  0 

Coab  for  the  schools  (a\  crtigeof  tonyesn)   ,   9  16  9 

Taking  care  of  the  pump   0  10  0 

ExpeuM^  cm  the  two  rtmt  daysi  abuut   15  0  0 

£1,082  U  4 

leaving  a  snrplus  income  of  £85  13s.  8d.  subject  to  the  charge 
of  repairs  and  occ?isional  expenses. 

The  repairs  have  at  times  been  of  very  considerable  amount. 
The  exyienso  of  buildi7i«r  tlie  new  schoolroom,  in  1786,  was  near 
£730.  Upon  grant  ing  the  new  leases,  in  1810,  at  atlvancecl 
rents,  a  general  repair  of  the  hrm  premises  took  place,  the 
payments  for  which,  in  the  subsequent  years,  appear  to  hwre 
amountod  to  about  £1,140.  By  theset  and  similar  charges, 
and  the  expenses  attending  the  indosore,  not  only  the  estm 
receipts  bdEbre  adverted  to,  but  the  annnal  suzplnses  of  income 
hare  been  ezhamated.  At  tlie  setUement  of  aoooontsy  in  Sep* 
tember^  IS19,^  the  treasurer  liad  a  balance  in  hapd  of 
£864  lis.  6d.j  wMdi  was  snlgeot  to  the  discharge  of  an  ac- 
count  doe  to  the  solkitor  to  the  tmst^  of  £186  4s.j  and  to  the 
payment  of  the  MidbaebBafi  salaries,  and  other  expsnses. 
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The  sudden  and  very  large  addition  made  to  the  hmd 
master's  salary  m  1814,  rniRiriQ^  it  at  once  from  £150  to  £-^00  a 
year  appears  monstrous,  unaccompanied  as  it  was  by  any  pro- 
portionate advice  in  the  other  salaries ;  and,  for  aught  that 
appeared^  not  called  for  by  any  increase  of  labour  or  exertion 
in  the  conduct  of  the  mhool,  or  in  theptomotum  of  its  efficiency. 
Mnoh  diumtiiafaotion  appeared  to  haye  been  excited  by  it  in  the 
town  It  was  said  to  have  been  paiaed  at  a  meeting  where  only 
a  few  troatoco  the  friends  of  the  master — ^were  prooent,  and 
witlumt  any  previooft  notioe  of  the  bosinew  which  was  to  be 
bronght  forward ;  and  it  aeemed  to  be  considered  aa  a  wasteful 
erpenditnre  of  the  incrooood  rerame,  whtoh  was  tluis  presented 
from  prodnomg  any  oomsponding  ineroano  of  advantage  to 
tliBBdhoolortotlie  town.  Bot  it  msit  be  borne  in  mind,  tfaat 
aooofding  totfae  bhartor  of  Heniy  Vill.^  and  the  deoree  of  the 
Coort  of  Chancery  of  1628^  that  the  whole  of  the  improred 
rates  were  to  be  applied  to  the  maintenance  of  the  master  and 
nsher  of  the  soiiool,  and  o&er  neoessaiy  things  to  be  done 
there.  This  claim  was  advanced  by  the  master  nnder  legal 
advice.  It  was  made  at  one  of  the  regular  half-yearly  meet- 
ings of  trustees,  of  which  the  usual  notice  was  given ;  and  it 
appears  that  the  master  had  previously  mentioued  his  intention 
to  ono  only  of  the  trustees,  whom  he  requested  to  attend.  The 
trustees  took  the  matter  into  immediate  consideration,  and  at 
the  same  meeting^  agreed  to  the  proposed  augmentation. 

At  the  next  half  yearly  meeting,  the  usher  also  applied  for 
an  increase  of  salary,  which  was  at  that  time  reftised,  on  the 
ground  that  the  trust  estate  was  still  in  debt  from  the  great 
expenses  lately  incurred ;  hut  at  the  subsequent  mooting  in 
September,  1815,  his  salary  was  raised  to  £200  a-year;  an 
increase  very  disproportionate  to  that  of  the  head  master. 

If  the  master's  claim  to  an  advance  of  salary  was  well 
fomided  as  a  matter  of  liglitj  mider  the  terms  of  the  foundation, 
the  nsher  certainly  possessed  a  similar  right;  and  the  tnistees 
seem  to  have  been  somewhat  precipitate  in  admitting  at  omoe 
the  master's  claim  to  sach  an  estent,  as  disabled  them  from 
attending  at  the  same  time  to  the  equally  just  claim  of  tlie 
nsher.   There  seems  no  reason  why  these .  salaries  should  not 


^  uj ui^  .o  i.y  Google 


284  WOLVfiABAMFTOH  SR&lt  QBAMMA&  SCHOOL. 

have  reeeived  a  pruportionatt;  iiictcase,  no  allegation  of  mis- 
conduct having  been  made  against  the  usherj  us  a  t^round  for 
refusing  it  to  him,  nor  any  6ii^t,'ostion  that  the.  formvr  propor- 
tions  were  improper.  No  reasonable  person  covild  iictjuieace  m 
the  propriety  of  the  claim,  which  appears  to  have  been 
advanced  by  the  master  on  this  occasion,  as  the  terms  of 
the  founding  instniments  seem  to  invest  the  trustees  with  a 
discretion,  so  to  regulate  the  amount  of  the  salaries  as  to  leave 
a  Bnffioient  portion  of  the  income  in  hand  for  snch  other 
purposes  as  maj  appear  to  them  oontribiitoiy  to  the  intereetB 
of  the  charity. 

Under  the  words  of  the  ohsrter,  wfaioh  speaks  of  other 
neoesaary  things  to  be  done^  besides  the  maintenance  of  the 
master  and  nsher^  a  discrettcm  appears  to  be  vested  in  the 
trostees,  of  mskiBg  snoh  reasonable  additions  to  the  establish- 
ment as  may  be  auxiliary  to  the  grammsr  school;  and  the 
additions  th^  hare  made,  appear,  in  some  instanoes,  to  have 
been  of  fliat  descriptionj  and  to  have  been  benefidsJ  to  the 
school. 

There  are  also  two  small  benefactions  to  the  masters  of  this 
school,  wLicL  do  not  paes  through  the  hands  of  the  traatees. 

1st. — Mr.  iiandall  WoUey,  by  liia  will,  dated  the  23rd 
March,  1615,  left  to  the  Merchant  Tailors'  Company,  £100  in 
trust,  to  pay  yearly  £5  to  tha  master  and  usher  of  the  free 
school  at  Wolverhampton,  viz.,  to  the  master,  £1  13s.  4d. ; 
and  to  the  usher,  £3  6s.  8d.  This  annual  sinn  of  £5  in  rof^u- 
larly  paid  by  the  Company  to  the  master  and  uslierj  in  the 
prescribed  proportions. 

2nd. — It  is  stated  in  an  inscription  on  a  table  of  benefac- 
tions in  the  ohnroh,  the  date  of  which  is  1703,  that  Mr. 
Nechells  (who  is  said,  in  a  previous  insoription,  to  have  been  -a 
merohant  of  the  staple,  bom  in  the  town,)  "  did,  about  70  years 
beforSj  g^ve  20s.  yearly  towards  the  aogmentation  of  the  usher's 
wages  of  the  free  school,  which  was  very  small  in  those  days, 
the  old  lease  of  Bushooke  being  then  in  being." 

The  osher  had  been  need  to  receive  annnally  firom  the 
steward  of  the  Msrqus  of  Stafford  and  his  anoestofs,  the  snm 
of  20s.   The  only  information  which  appears  to  exist  as  to  the 
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origin  of  this  payment,  is  oontainfid  in  an  old  book  preserved 
among  Lord  Stafford's  documents,  which  was  compiled  by  the 
Hev.  Mr.  Plaxton,  chaplain  and  principal  agent  to  tha  firat 
Lord  Gower,  and  in  which  there  is  the  following  entiy  among 
the  list  of  fee^fann  rents  payable  by  Lord  Gower : 

"To  the  usher  or  second  master  of  the  school  at  W.hampton, 
th'  being  a  summ  of  money  put  in  the  hands  of  James  Leveson 
for  this  purpose,  01/.  OOs.  OOd." 

The  payment  is  annually  entered  in  all  the  accounts  of  the 
Wolverhampton  steward,  from  the  year  1607,  the  date  of  the 
earliest  account  which  has  becD  found;  and  in  the  first  and 
several  following  entries^  it  is  called  on  ancient  rent'*  to  the 
school  at  Wolyerhsiinplon.  For  a  few  yean  previoos  to  its 
discontinnanoe  in  1785^  it  is  entered  as  "  Lady  Gower's  Gift/' 
but  this  is  at  ▼arianoe  widi  all  the  preceding  entries^  and  seems 
to  be  deadly  erroneoos. 

Mr,  Tint!  il]  was  not  aware  of  this  payment  having  been 
made,  till  some  years  after  his  appoiutment  as  usher,  when  he 
discovered  it  ;  sii|)pu.-iiig  it  to  bo  the  same  benefaction  an  that 
mentioned  in  tli*  tablet,  he  applied  for  it  as  NcclicirH  bene- 
faction. The  auditor  of  the  Marquis  of  Staffrjrd,  who  had 
succeeded  to  that  office  in  the  interval,  finding  nothing  to 
connect  Ncchell'-s  benefaction  with  the  |»uynienfs  mentioned  in 
the  steward's  accounts,  required  some  further  explanation 
before  be  admitted  the  claim.  There  seems,  indeed,  no  way  of 
reconciling  these  benefaotiims,  but  by  supposing  that  the  money 
from  which  this  payment  is  stated  to  have  originated,  was 
placed  by  NecheUs  in  the  hands  of  James  LoTeson,  (who  as 
well  as  himself  was  a  merchant  of  the  staple  at  Wolverhampton, 
and  died  about  the  year  1546,)  for  the  purpose  of  this  charity, 
and  was  seonred  bj  bim  upon  his  land,  thus  constituting  the 
aocieiit  rent  nenlaoned  in  the  earlier  entries ;  and  that  the  loose 
date  of  "  se^enfy  years  ago''  given  to  the  benelaofcion  in  tiie 
tablet  is  erroneous,  or  may  hare  been  occasioned  by  Ibe 
inscription  having  been  copied  from  some  earlier  document. 
It  may  be  observed,  that  long  before  the  death  of  James 
Leveson,  the  name  of  John  Nech^  occurs  as  one  of  the 
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ftttomejB^  appointed  by  the  foimdcr,  to  give  livery  of  fldiin  of 
the  manor  of  Roahooke  to  tiie  Morchant  Tailors'  Company. 

There  seemed^  howerer,  good  groond  for  olaimiiig,  on  the 
part  of  the  luher^  an  annnily  to  this  amonnt  from  the  Marqqk 
of  Stafford,  from  whatever  aoorce  it  may  have  originated. 


THE  SGHEHE  OF  1854 

For  the  futiire  mauagcincnt  and  reguiatioa  of  tiie  Wolverhiunptou  Free  Grammar 
School,  and  of  ilie  Botibiim  thenof,  MaBowedbf  aaoidarof  theComtof 
Ghttk08r7»  chted  tlie  90tb  daj of  Febnuur*  18H  numijt— 

The  WoLV£EiiAM.rioN  Fe££  G&AMHAft  School  shall  be  maintained  aod  ma- 
naged by  the  trustees  thereof,  aooofdiiig  to  the  IbiDoinng  r^^tions,  thit  k  to 
aay:— 

l.'-llwtniBieesBlidlffiraintimetotiiiie^  aa  the  cffiee  of  head  nMsker,  now  held 
hy  the  Bev.  WilUaiii  White,  beoomea  vaoanftk  appoiiitaQiiM  pn|iorpeE80ii,  bdoga 

graduate  of  one  of  the  universities  of  Oxford,  Cambridge,  or  Durham,  and  a  mem* 
ber  of  the  established  Church  of  England,  and  of  good  character,  and  well  calcu- 
lated to  discharge  the  duties  hereinafter  required  of  him,  to  be  the  head  master 
of  the  Kihool ;  and  the  trustees  shall  also,  with  the  consent  and  approbation  of  the 
heiid  master  for  the  time  being  of  the  school  from  time  to  time,  as  the  vIWcq  of 
uslier,  now  Ik  Id  by  the  Rev.  John  Goocb,  becomes  vacant,  appuuiL  soaic  proper 
person,  being  a  graduate  of  one  of  the  universities  of  Oxford,  Cambridge,  or 
Durham,  and  a  member  of  the  ^tablishcd  Church  of  England,  and  of  good 
liluffaflter,  and  wdl  ea]«»hM  to  dieehaige  the  datiea  hamiiate 
tobetheiifliiflrof  tlie  aehooL  And  the  troateeaahaDalao^vxlih  the  like  oaoaent 
aa  afoitwud  ^ipoint,  and  from  time  to  timeB8TaendeaooaiirahallapiM0]ii^»flt 
and  proper  penon  to  be  the  maater  of  the  adhod  for  teaohinf  writing  and 
ariifamelafl^  and  a  fit  and  proper  person  to  be  German  master  of  the  school,  and  « 
fit  and  proper  person  to  be  the  French  master  of  the  school,  and  a  fit  and  proper 
person  to  be  the  drawing  master  of  the  pr-bool.  And  the  trustees  shall  take  care 
to  sec  that  the  scliolars  arc  prnpcrlr  tauglit  and  mstructed  by  such  head  master, 
and  by  the  usher  respectively  to  be  so  appointed  as  aforesaid,  and  by  the  master  for 
teaching  \vriting  and  arithmetic,  the  master  for  teaching  the  GCTTuan  lan^age, 
the  master  for  teaching  the  French  language,  and  the  drawing  master  respectively 
heninhebn  mentionwl.  Provided  ahraia,  that  the  aame  peaaon  dudlnothe 
appomteA  to  ooeiqpy  the  aitaatiflna  of  GeniHai  maater  and  of  IVendi  maatar 
in  the  adiool;  aUhon^  the  aame  person  may  oooiqiy  both  the  aitaatuma  of 
German  master  and  drawing  master,  or  of  French  master  and  of  drawing  maater 
in  the  school,  if  the  trustees  shall  think  fit.  Provided  also,  that  in  additioa  to 
the  aaboiea  hereinafter  provided  for  each  of  them,  the  Qenaaii  mwter,  IVtaeh 
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master,  ami  drawins:  ina;>tcr,  Uie  parents  or  friends  of  e&ch  boy  who  sluJl  be 
ixistrncted  n  Gt  i  inaii,  French,  or  drnwiug  respectively,  shall  pay  to  the  Germwi, 
French,  or  drawing  master  respectively,  in  respect  of  such  inslruction,  tUe 
qurCerij  mm  of  five  iluUiiip. 

S.— The  tauten  ilnl^  ffom  tiiiietotima^QMliicarbeilaidwraQntokMp 
vpaimper  ainiiiMrof  bayBtobeiciiolanaltheMliodl;  aad  until  the  Judge  of 
the  Court  of  Chancery,  to  whose  court  this  matter  stands  or  shall  stand  attached, 
■baU  otherwise  direct,  the  number  of  boys  at  the  school  shall  not  be  permitted  to 
exceed  one  hundred,  cxrhisive  of  the  head  m  ister's  and  usher's  boarders.  But  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  trustees  for  the  time  beuig  from  time  to  time  to  apply  to 
snch  judge  as  aforesaid  for  directions  to  increase  the  iiiKulicr  i  if  Ijoya  m  the  said 
school  exclusive  as  aforesaid  Any  soch  judge  shaii  make  sucli  direotious 
thereupon,  or  as  he  shall  deem  proper. 

8.^Ko  boy  shall  be  admilled  leftiGholariBtotheeehool  wboehaUbeimder 
theafBof  ei^rean^  oruaUetofeedoQBipotentlrBniMi  orwho(iiDibeiiit 
oneof  the  heed  neitn'soriuhiet'sboiidon)  dull  not  hsre  been  Unt  vpgKfwvd 
of  by  the  trustees. 

4. — The  childr^  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  Wolverhampton,  including 
therein  the  townships  of  Bilston,  WQlenhall,  and  Wednestield,  shall  always  be 
entitled  to  the  preference  over  all  other  applicants  for  admission  to  the  school. 
And  ^\  benever  the  above-mentioned  numHer  nf  scholars  shttli  not  be  filled  up  by 
reason  of  there  not  being  a  sufficient  nuiubcr  (  l  approved  applicants — children  of 
inhabitants  of  tiie  parish  of  'Wolverhampton,  mcludiug  the  towuships  aiorcsaid,  to 
fiU  the  aame,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  trastees  to  adnit  m  soholara^  to  fill  vp 
flie  TMMnaie^  any  proper  apptioiBts  they  mig^  i^pEOve  fsS,  bemg  ehfldfen  of 
inhebiteBte  of  the  veiiaheeof  TettenheD.  Bfldibur.  PeoiL  and  Sedidey:  and 
whenerer  the  above-mentianed  number  of  adialan  dnU  not  be  filled  up  by 
reason  of  there  not  being  a  sufBcicnt  number  of  approved  applioante--chihlren  of 
inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  Wolverhampton,  including  the  said  townahipi^  and  of 
the  parishes  of  Tettcnhnll,  Bushbury,  Penn,  and  Sedgley,  to  fill  up  the  same,  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  trustees  to  admit  as  Bcliolars,  to  fill  up  tlie  vacancies,  any 
proper  applicant?  they  may  approve  of,  not  being  children  of  inhabitants  of  the 
pariiiies  of  Wolverhampton,  Tettenhdl,  Bushbury,  Penn,  or  Sedgley.  Provided 
ahra}s,  that  the  designation  "inhabitants  of  the  pariah  of  Woherhampton, 
wMJnjiiyg  theteni  the  townahtpe  of  Bilfft«Fn^  WiUenhal],  and^WedneafieU^"  ahall, 
for  tin  pospoaea  albreaaid,  be  deemed  to  estend  to  and  mdode  eveiy  pecaon  who 
shall  be  rated  to  the  relief  of  the  poor  within  the  pariah  of  Wolverhampton  or  any 
township  therein,  whether  such  peiaon  shall  actually  naide  within  the  palish  of 
Wolverhampton,  or  shall  reside  in  any  atljoining  i)arish.  , 

5.  — So  long  as  tiie  Rev.  William  \M)i*c  ;~lirill  continue  to  he  the  head  master  of 
the  school,  the  trustees  shall  (subject  to  redu*  i :  n  m  after-iuentioncd)  continue  to 
pay  to  liimthe  annual  sum  of  £400  as  his  stipciid,  by  four  equal  (piarterly  payments 
in  each  year ;  and  in  case  iie  bliall  die  or  cease  to  hold  the  said  oflice  on  any  other 
day  than  one  of  the  quarterly  days  of  payment  of  the  said  annual  sum  of  £iOO,  a 
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propsctionate  part  of  the  said  annaal  mm  for  the  panod  interrening  betwesi  the 
happening  of  such  event  iind  the  then  la.sl  preceding  (piarterly  day,  shall  (snbjet^ 
to  the  like  rcdnption),  hf  ]md  t«i  liiin,  !r>  executors,  administrators,  or  iissigns. 
And  the  Hi  v  \\  dlmin  \\  lute  sludl,  so  long  as  he  continue  to  be  the  hf^nd  master  of 
the  school,  ktcp  the  house  called  the  master's  house  and  the  schoul  ruum  thertio 
udjoinmg,  Ciilled  the  old  achoul,  iu  coiuplete  rvpiur,  and  bhall  kave  the  s^me 
wq^eotbciy  moo»plgtewp«r>t  thetimeof  h»d^  qf  thufifcw 

off  baid  miitar  of  tbd  mImmL 

6.  — AftertheBmr.WilliimWUte  shiilllHMreeeMedtobetlielHKlflHifar  of 
the  idiool,  the  tnateM  ihiU  paj  to  the  hnd  iDMltt  fbrtte 

sun  of  £330  as  his  stipead,  by  four  equal  quarterly  ptgriMnte  »  mh  jmt ;  aad 
in  oaae  he  shall  die  or  oease  to  hold  the  said  offioe  on  any  other  itj  tiuuxOMOf 
the  quarterly  da}*s  of  papneut  of  the  said  annual  sum  of  £250,  a  proportionate 
p-^rt  of  the  said  annual  sum  for  the  period  interveninrr  hftwcrn  the  hfippening  of 
sueii  event  and  tiie  then  last  precedinf»  quarterly  liuy,  shall  be  jkuiI  to  hiiu,  his 
executors,  administrators,  or  assijjns.  And  ndUiT  the  Rev.  William  White  shall 
have  ceased  to  be  the  head  master  of  the  school,  the  head  master  for  the  time 
being  shall,  iu  addilkiB  to  his  stipend,  be  allowed  for  Uf  own  nae  and  benefit  snob 
apropoftiaiiof  theenlnBoe  andnpitatioiifMttobc  paid  bytbeMbolnifil  the 
nIkmI  IB  IB  beraaiaftvr  mentionad, 

7.  — Hm  bead  ouatflr  dtttt  be  pennitted  to  hsfe  tbe  nee  aad  OQeapatiaai,  rat 
free,  of  tiw  dwelling-hoosc  called  tbe  uastcPs  honae,  but  be  shall  pay  the  ratei 
and  taxea  payable  in  raapeot  oC  tba  same.  And  tbe  bead  roaster  shall  exercise  a 
general  snpervision  over  the  nfTnirs  and  management  of  the  school,  and  the 
teaching  of  the  scholars,  and  he  shall  (lilisrently  instruct  the  scholars  in  Greek  and 
Latin,  in  mathematics,  iind  in  ancient  and  modem  history  and  geography,  and 
shall  ;dso  instmrt  in  the  holy  Scriptures  all  tlic  scholars,  excei)t  those  whose 
parents  or  guL^  l;  i  s  bhall,  on  conscientious  grounds  object,  by  some  wnluig 
signed  by  tbem,  iu  suchbtft-mentioned  instruction.  Provided  always,  tbat  sobmg 
as  tbe  Be7.  WOliam  Wbite  coutinitea  to  beCbe  bead  aartv  of  tbe  sohool,  be 
sbaU  noi  be  reqiiired  to  teaeb  matbeaiatios  in  tbe  scbodL 

8^— The  tmsteea  sball  benoefortb  pay  to  tbe  B«v.  Jobn  Oooeb,  in  Usa  of  bis 
pvesent  stipend,  and  to  the  futoro  u^ier  of  tbe  sobool  for  tiie  time  beings  tbe 
annual  sum  of  £150  as  his  stipend,  by  four  equal  quarteily  payments  in  each  yiar* 
And  in  case  he  shall  die  or  shall  cease  to  hold  tlie  said  office  on  any  other  day  than  one 
of  the  quarterly  days  of  payment  of  the  said  annual  sura  of  £150,  a  projxjilionate 
part  of  the  said  nimual  sum  for  the  period  intervening  between  the  iiappening  of 
Buch  event  and  the  then  last  i)reeedtnpr  quarterly  djiy,  shall  be  paid  to  him,  his 
executors,  aJnuui^lrators,  or  as&igus.  And  the  usher  of  the  school  shall,  iu  addi- 
tion to  bis  stipend,  receive  and  be  paid  such  a  proportion  of  tbe  aa.tranoe  and 
eapitaiUonfeestobepaidby  theaoholaiHof  tbesc^lasishereinaitornM^^ 
Provided  nevertbelesa,  tbat  i^  dozing  tbe  time  wben  tbe  Rev.  John  Gooob  abaU 
eontbrae  to  be  tbenaber  of  tbe  aebool^  tbe  saiiannnal  somof  £160,  tegetbarwitb 
tbe  anmial  amonnt  so  to  be  received  by  or  paid  to  bim>  for  snob  cntianoe  and  cn- 
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pitatioil  fees  as  aforesaid,  shall  not  amount  to  the  anniial  sum  of  £200  in  the 
whole,  then,  and  so  often  a.'^  iho  shall  happen,  the  trustees  shall  pay  to  the 
Hev.  John  Gooch,  at  the  ciul  ot  each  year,  in  which  such  defkicncy  as  aforcsnid 
shall  take  phvce,  such  a  furtLcr  sum  of  money  out  of  the  charity  funds  as,  log-etiier 
with  the  annnal  sum  of  £150,  and  the  iiiuoiiiit  so  to  be  received  by  or  paid  to  him 
during  the  year  for  such  entrance  and  capitation  fees  as  aforesaid,  will  make  up 
the  fdU  sum  of  £800;  talqeoliiBfWftiwIeie,  in  respect  of  siudi  mill  nm  of  £160^ 
«mI  the  lynoniit  to  be  paid  by  tiie  ttoBtees  to 
to  gftch  fffdnfttftn  m  m  irftff  WMWitkHiwi. 

9. --^henA6valttUbe]MriuttedtobafetheiiMaiideei»piti^  leotfrBC^of 
the  dweUnigthoiBe  called  tiie  ndier's  house,  but  he  shall  pay  the  rates  and  taxes 
pufMb  in  respect  of  the  same ;  and  the  usher  shall  assist  the  head  master  in  the 
dischar^  of  his  duties,  and  shall  also  instruct  the  scholars  in  the  English  lansmai^ 
and  spelling  and  reading  the  same  ;  and  he  shall  diligently  give  instnjction  in  the 
holy  Scriptures,  and  in  t)ie  catechism  of  the  Church  of  Enerland  respectively  to  the 
scholars,  except  fhost-  wliuisc  parents  or  guardians  shall,  on  (  oiLsrirnt  ions  irronuds, 
object  by  some  wnLmg  signed  by  Lhem  to  such  liist-meutiuueti  mstructiou;  and  so 
loner  m  the  Bor.  WSUam  "White  oasHmm  to  be  head  master  of  the  sehool  it  ahall 
be  the  datf  of  the  oaher  to  taike  upon  biinidf  theentiroiitfl^^ 

in  niatlMinatioB— pnmded  nerarthelefls,  that  it  ahall  be  Uwfid  for  tiw  Ber.  John 
Qooeh,  vith  the  ^iprobetikm  of  the  tnateaa,  bat  not  otiberwise,  so  long  as  he 
oontinues  naher  of  the  aofaod,  to  reside  in  eame  d^relling-honse  other  than  the 
eahei'e  house,  and  to  let  the  usher's  bouse,  and  TBoeive  the  rents  thereof  lor  his 
own  benefit—  he  paying  the  rates  and  taxes  payable  in  respect  of  the  same. 

10.  — The  tni<?tpc8  shall  pay  to  the  master  for  teaching  writing  and  arithmetic, 
the  annual  stipend  of  £75,  by  four  equal  quarterly  payments;  and  in  (»9e  any 
such  last-mentioned  master  shall  die  or  cease  to  hold  the  said  office  on  any  other 
day  tliun  one  of  the  said  quarterly  days  of  payment,  a  proportionate  part  of  the 
said  yearly  stipend,  for  the  period  intervening  between  the  happening  of  such 
event  and  the  then  laat  pieoeding  quarter  day,  shall  be  paid  to  him,  his  eieentors, 
edminiatratois  or  aaalgnB;  md  the  writinff  and  arittune^  aiaater  ahall,  in 
addition  to  the  ammaliomof  £75,  leedve  and  be  paid  eoeh  a  proportion  of  the 
entranoe  and  oai^tation  fees  to  be  paid  by  the  scholars  of  the  school  as  after 
mentioned;  and  the  wxiting  and anthmetw master ahaU iostract the scboUm  in 
writing  and  arithmetic. 

11  — Tlie  trustees  shall  pay  to  the  master  for  teaching  the  Trench  language, 
the  aniiual  stipend  of  £20,  by  four  equal  quarterly  payments ;  and  in  case  any 
such  mnater  shall  die  or  ct  use  to  hold  the  said  office  on  anj'  other  day  than  one  of 
the  said  quarterly  days  of  payment,  a  proportionate  part  of  the  said  yearly  stipend 
(gt  the  period  intervening  between  the  happening  of  such  event  and  the  then  last 
pteosding  quarterly  daj.  shall  be  paid  to  him,  his  eseenton^  admittstntosa^  or 
aasigiis;  and  the  master  for  teaehinff  the  Gennanhuiguage  shall  instniot  those 
sMais  iibose  pnrents  destie  the  same  in  the  Ctarman  hmgoage. 

The  tmstees  Miall  pi^  to  the  master  for  teadiing  the  German  laBBoag^ 
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the  annual  stipend  of  £20,  by  four  equfil  qurtrterly  payments;  ami  ui  case  any 
sucli  uiaater  dlxuii  die  or  shall  cea^e  to  iiuid  tiie  mad  ullice  ou  Miy  other  day  than 
ABB  of  the  Mod  qoarterly  days  of  payment,  a  propoctionaite  pari  of  the  said  annual 
stipend  tot  the  period  intervening  between  tiie  happening  of  moh  event  and  the 
tbn  ImI  vnoediiiff  ooatter  day>  iliall  hanaid  to  him,  hk  imiwiifinft.  liiiminiiitriiitiiiri 
sndMngDS;  a&d  the  master  liortaiudtiiig  the  FrenoiilaiigQagediii^ 
aobolazs  whose  parents  desire  the  same  in  the  Ilmioh  laogaagB. 

13.— The  trustees  shall  pay  to  the  drawing  master  of  the  school,  the  annual 
stipend  of  €-20,  by  four  equal  qtiarterly  paytnents  ;  and  in  case  any  such  master 
shall  die  or  cease  to  hold  the  oliice  on  any  ctlier  day  tlian  one  of  the  said  quarterly 
days  of  pa>Tnent,  a  proportionate  part  of  the  said  yearly  stipend  for  the  period 
intervening  between  the  happening  of  such  event  and  the  then  last  preceding 
quarterly  day  shall  he  paid  to  him,  his  executors,  admimBtratcnv,  and  assigns ; 
and  the  drawmg  naater  shall  instruct  those  scbobrs  whose  parents  desire  the 
tmo,  in  the  art  of  drawing^  infllndhig  panpectiye  and  paiatiag  fa  witet  ooto. 

14— The  head Bttiter  ahaU,  wilihtheprefioiu  omiBeiit  of  thetnuteeq,  ftoai 
tune  to  time  as  he  shall  think  fit,  remove  and  danniss  any  of  them,  the  maater  fba 
teaching  writing  nud  arithmetic,  tiie  Gomaii  maater,  the  French  master  and  the 
drawing  master  for  the  tiuic  being,  Qpoa  luring  three  months'  pievioaa  notioe  to 
the  person  so  removed  or  dismissed. 

15.  — The  head  uuistcr  shall,  with  the  consent  of  the  trustees,  from  time  to 
time  be  allowed  the  privilege  of  taking  pupils,  not  exceeding  twenty  in  number, 
to  board  and  lodge  with  him ;  and  the  usher  shall,  with  such  consent  aforesaid, 
be  allowed  the  privilege  of  takingpupils,  not  exoeeding  ten  in  munber,  toboavd 
and  lodge  with  bink;  and  audi  pnpQa  or  boazdemahall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be 
sdbolars  of  the  eohool;  and  soeh  pupils  or  boarden  may  be  xeeenred  from  any 
place  without  restriction. 

16.  — An  dtnmcc  fee  of  two  pounds  shall  be  paid  for  each  boy  previously  to 
his  entering  the  school,  including  the  boarders  with  any  bead  master  or  usher 
hereafter  to  be  appointed,  but  exclusive  of  the  boarders  of  the  Rev.  William 
White  or  the  Rev.  John  Gooch  ;  and  a  further  capitation  fee  shall  be  paid  for 
each  boy  (inclusive  and  exclusive  as  aforesaid),  of  two  pounds  at  the  commencement 
of  each  half-year,  after  the  Christuxas  and  Midi»xmimer  vacation,  subsequent  to 
hlamitry,  and  during  sueli  tinieaatheboyabaUooniimiemfheadiool;  and  all 
eiiobentEanee  and  capitation  toaaalbnaaid,  aball  be  paid  totheaenetKy  for 
the  tiaw  bdnft  who  ahdl,  at  ibe  eoqnntion  of  eaoh  bal^ye^^ 

IB  the  manner  benuiaAer  mentioned. 

IJ.'-'Hie  entrance  and  capitation  fees  which  shall  have  been  received  by  the 
secretary  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  entered  by  him  in  a  book  to  be  kept  by  him  for 
that  purpose,  and  he  shall  at  the  end  of  each  half-year  aoooout  to  the  tmateea  for 
the  fees  so  rfwived. 

18. — So  long  aa  the  Rev.  William  "White  shall  couimuc  to  be  the  licnd  master 
of  the  school,  the  usher  of  the  sdiool  shidl  be  paid  for  his  own  use  and  benefit, 
one-fourth  part  of  all  and  every  such  entrance  ami  capitation  fees;  and  the  writing 
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and  arithmetic  master  of  tlie  school,  shall  be  paid  for  his  own  asc  and  benefit  one 
eighth  firirt  of  all  and  every  such  entrance  and  capitation  fees ;  which  several 
payments  shall  be  made  by  the  secretarj',  and  shall  be  allowed  to  Ima  m  account 
with  the  trostees ;  and  the  r^idue  of  all  and  evcr>'  such  entrance  and  capitation 
te^  shall  be  paid  over  to  the  tmsteeSk  who  shall  cany  the  same  to  the  general 
aooouit  of  tlM  tnut  fimdi  of  tlie  charity. 

19.  — After  the  Key.  William  White  shall  have  ceased  to  be  the  head  master  of 
the  sohool,  the  head  mMter  for  the  time  bemg  shall  be  i»id  for  his  own  lue  and 
benellt  one  half  part  of  aU  aadereiyaaeheiitraiioeandoapitationfeea  aa  afimsaid; 
and  the  uher  of  the  achool  shall  be  paid  for  hia  own  use  and  benefit  one^fomrth 
part  of  ail  and  emy  anoh  entrance  and  capitatkm  fees;  lod  the  writing  and 
arithmetic  mast«r  of  the  school  sha&  bepaid  for  his  own  use  and  benefit  one-eighth 
part  of  all  and  every  snch  entrance  and  capitation  fees— which  said  several 
payments  shall  be  made  by  the  secretary,  and  shall  be  allowed  to  him  in  account ; 

,  and  the  residue  of  all  and  every  such  entrance  and  mpitatiou  fees  shnll  be  pnid 
over  to  the  trustees,  who  shall  cany  the  same  to  the  general  acooimt  ol  the  trust 
funds  of  the  charity. 

20.  — Subject  to  the  provisions  contain f^f!  in  clnise  99,  the  head  master  hereafter 
to  be  appointed,  and  the  usher,  and  the  master  for  teaching  writing  and  aritlimetic, 
shall  be  bound  to  attend"  the  school  at  all  times  during  school  hours;  and  the 
i  rench  master,  German  master,  and  drawing  master,  shall  respectively  attend  on 
■oflih  days  (not  being  leas  than  two  days  in  each  week  for  the  attoulanoe  of  each),  as 
the  head  master,  wxtb  the  oonaent  of  the  tnuteca^  shall  appoint^  during  school 
hours,  except  when  any  of  the  said  masters  shall  be  prevented  from  so  doing  by 
iDneas  or  other  xmavoidahle  causes.  And  the  scholars  shall  resort  to  the  school  at 
nine  o'dock  in  the  morning,  and  oanthme  there  until  twdve  o'clock  at  noon»  and 
again  at  two  o'clock  in  the  aft^oon,  and  continue  until  five;  but  on  every 
Wednesday  and  Saturday,  the  school  shall  break  up  for  the  day  at  twelve  o'clock 
at  n<K)n;  but  the  aforesaid  hours  of  school  attendance  mny,  from  time  to  time,  be 
altered  or  varied  by  the  trustees,  as  they  in  tiieir  discretion  shall  think  fit ;  and 
the  scholars  shall  in  every  way  be  ordered  and  governed  by  the  several  masters, 
and  chastised  when  necessary,  by  or  under  the  personal  direction  of  the  head 
master  only.  And  prayers  diaU  be  read  every  day  by  the  head  master  or  nshir 
at  the  beginning  of  the  fint  achool  tinafl!»  and  agsin  before  the  ckfliiig  of  the  sQ^^ 
fntheevenmg;  bat  the  head  master  shall  dispense  with  the  attendance  at  snch 
prayeni  of  any  achdar  vhoae  patenta  or|piiidiaiiaBfaal]p  at  ooofl^^ 

object  by  soma  imting  imder  their  hands  to  midi  attend 

n..--8nbjeat  to  the  ptovimoiia  coBtained  in  danae  9%  theTacations  ahaU  be 
font  weska  at  GhriftaiaB,  wmimenflmg  aiz  days  before  GfariatDaa-day;  and  m  . 
weAa  at  Midamnmer,  commenimg  nx  daya  before  ]fidnuiuner<day;  and  cue 
week  at  Ssster,  commenoing  one  di^  bdbn  Good  Friday ;  and  three  dayi  at 
MidiaeLmas,  ccnunencing  on  the  Monday  on  or  after  MiduMbnaa4lay;  and  no 
other  ^'yil'dfyit    T^fiatiiwii  nhrill  be  aUowed* 
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82.— So  loog  n  the  Ser .  Willum  White  ihall  oouttniw  to  be  the  hoMl  nMtor 
of  Che  aohooly  no  altmtioa  ihall,  without hn  prarioai  oooieBt  tnmithmbtaka 
place  or  be  made  in  the  sohodl  Ixntni  or  the  tiiMt  or  lengths  of  the  vacations  or 
holidays,  or  any  of  them,  which  are  now  customaijf  in  the  school ;  nor  shall  the 

Rev.  William  IMiitc,  so  long  as  he  continues  to  be  sncb  head  roaster,  be  required 
to  atteiui  iu  the  sohool  on  aoj  other  days  or  tiuea^  or  for  a^jr  other  period  of  time 
than  as  now  required. 

23. — If  any  scholar  shall  grievously  or  pertinaciously  miscouJuct  imnsell,  he 
may  be  suspended  for  u  time,  or  expelled  from  the  school,  by  the  head  master. 

34.-— Li  each  jear  tiwtnutees  shall  appoint  aome  proper  and  laamed  person, 
beuxgagndoateof  oiMof  tftemurenitiesof  Ozfion^  GRmbndge^or])«iliaBi,aiid 
not  a  reaidBikt  m  the  parisli  of  Wolvwliampioii,  or  within  ten  nulea  thereof,  or 
connected  therewith,  to  be  examiner  of  the  sdhool ;  and  th^  shall  be  aft  liberie  (o 
pay  andaUow  toaiichc3M>Buner»yeadyegmoratipeadnotCTiw^ 
and  ten  shillings. 

25. — One  week  before  the  school  shall  break  up  at  Midsninnicr  in  each  year, 
the  scholars  shall  be  examined  as  to  their  proticieucy  in  their  learning  by  the  siiid 
examiner;  and  on  the  occasion  of  eacli  such  examination  the  examiner  sliall 
recommend  to  the  trustees  such  boys  us,  upuu  the  result  of  such  examination,  he 
shall  deem  descr\iDg  to  receive  the  exhibitions  hereinafter  mentiQiiec^  in  case  the 
tmatees  propoee  to  confer  sndi  exhibition,  or  deserring  of  prixea  of  books^  cr  BQch 
other  iewaida  aatbe  tmstees  shall  think  fit  to  give;  and  it  shall  be  lawfol  for  the 
trustees,  from  time  to  tim^  to  give  such  inicea  or  other  rewards  out  of  the  lands 
of  theebaritj;  and  a  report  in  writing  as  to  the  state  and  progress  of  tlie  sdiOQ], 
and  the  nnmber  of  scholars  shall,  at  Miiimininw  and  Christmaa  m  cveiy  year,  be 
sent  by  the  head  master  to  tfic  trustees. 

— It  shidl  be  lawful  for  the  trustees,  ont  of  the  trust  funds  of  the  charity, 
to  pay  to  any  scholar  of  the  school  proceeding  directly  from  the  school  to  any  of 
the  universities  of  Oxford,  Cambridge,  or  Durham,  who  sludl  be  rceommeudcd  for 
that  purpose  to  the  trustees  by  the  exaitiiuer  at  the  annual  examination,  and 
wliose  general  oondnct  diall  be  eiiproved  far  thehead  master,  a^ 
not  irrmiMng  (be  amoont  of  HAj  poimds  per  sonom,  to  eommenoe  at  the  time 
when  sncb  aebolar  shall  aetnallj  begin  to  reside  at  sndboniveiBity;  and  to  eontinue 
for  four  years  in  case  SOflh  sdmlar  shall  regularly  keep  his  terms  and  graduate  at 
such  university ;  but  in  case  any  such  scholar  shall  cease  to  reside  at  such  university 
before  he  shall  have  graduated,  then,  and  in  every  such  rase,  such  exhibition  is  to 
cease  at  the  tiine  when  such  scholar  shall  so  ocase  to  reside  as  aforesaid.  Provided 
always,  that  the  nuinber  and  respective  values  of  such  exhibitions  shall  be  regidated 
by  the  trustees,  according  to  tlie  state  and  prospects,  from  time  to  time,  of  the 
funds  and  income  of  the  duuity,  but  not  so  as  to  vary  the  annual  amount  of 


eihilHtionocmtandeKMiy  indifidmiBfllMilar.  FNvidedaliObtbBlBotiDaof  the 
ntonlionto  appomfttoanrsaeholiibiii^ 

to  noHfetkeaaBH^sUl  be  gmnbrootioe  in  writing  in  aome  paitionlar 
part  of  tbesoboeUoon,  at  feast  rixiMBiiitpav^^        TSmIj  cmntMto 
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by  tbe  exammer.  Provided  also,  thr\t  it  shall  uot  be  eomptilsory  on  the  trustees 
to  appoint  anr  ^rholnr  to  any  such  exhibition,  unless,  in  the  judgment  of  the  head 
master  as  to  nrral  induct,  and  the  examiaer  as  to  proficieaQf  ia  l**Miiing^  ^ 
shall  be  a  fit  aiid  proper  person  to  be  appointed  thereto. 

87. — The  name,  age,  and  rraideuceof  each  boy  atteadm;;  the  i>ehou],  with  the 
dits  of  liu  adidinoii,  ud  ailio  the  dttninal  of  way  haj  who  may  hare  miscon- 
*diMtodh«Mclf  tad  been  diwuMe^  »  book 

to  be  keiit  eipwaslr  for  thai  purpose  bf  the  hettd  ouieter:  the  naiiwB  of  mob 
bofi  to  be  placed  alphabetically  so  far  as  conveiueiiUj  eaa  be  danei,  Aad  a 
Bemorandum  in  irxitiBg  ihall  be  made  against  the  name  of  each  boy  of  the  date 
at  which  he  shall  leave  the  school,  and  such  book  ahaU  at  all  tunca  be  open  to  the 
inspection  of  the  tmstef"?  and  of  tlir  «5erre(ary. 

2S. — It  shall,  trfiiii  time  to  Umv,  br  l^wiui  for  the  trustees  to  permit  any  head 
HiMstpr  or  any  uslier  who  sliall  rct^i^i  ri  i\ rly  become,  and  be  well  ascertained,  to 
their  satisfaction,  to  be  iiicapacitatcd  by  age,  sickness,  or  iahrinities  of  body  or 
mnid,  btm  eSMtnaDjr  and  properly  discharging  his  duties,  to  resign  hia  oftoe; 
and  tttemqpoD  the  oAoe  of  maatv  oriuherao  reaigiiing^irithaiuiipaiM^ 
afoiesud,  ahaU  be  flDed  vp  bj  the  i^EipomiiDeiit  of  aome  other  penoa  in  hia  ^aoe: 
hot  upon  efoiy  audi  leaigBation  of  a  head  asaster  the  trnateea  ahaU  beatlibeHgr, 
if  in  the  exercue  of  their  discretion  they  shall  think  fit,  to  allow  and  pay  to  him 
snch  a  i^nsion  or  aa&nal  sum  during  his  life,  out  of  tbe  general  trust  funds  of  the 
charity,  not  exceedin*?  one  hundred  pounds  a-ycar,  as  they,  the  trustees,  having 
regard  to  the  length  of  his  services,  the  state  and  prospects  of  the  charity  fund 
and  income,  and  the  other  circumstances  of  the  case,  shall  determine  -.  and  upon 
every  such  resignation  as  aforesaid  of  au  usher,  the  trust<^  shall  be  at  liberty,  if 
in  the  exercise  of  their  discretion  they  shall  think  fit,  to  aUow  and  pay  to  him 
andi  a  peaaion  or  aimnal  aim  dnriiig  hia  life  ont  of  theBenecaltrartlondaof  tiie 
ohanti;  not  ezeeeding  fifty  pooada  a>year,  aa  the  troatee^  hsmg  regard  to  the 
length  of  his  aervieea,  the  atate  and  proapeete  of  the  charity  fand  and  fnooau^ 
and  the  other  circnmatanoea  of  the  case,  shall  determine.  And  every  aooh 
peaaKm  to  the  head  master  or  luher  shall  be  pefable  quarterly ;  and  in  case  any 
person  entitled  to  any  such  pension  shall  die  on  any  other  day  than  one  of  the 
said  qiiarterly  rkys  of  payment,  then,  and  in  every  such  case,  r\  proportioaatc  part 
of  such  pension,  for  tin-  jxriod  intervening  between  the  liajji)f'ning  of  such  event 
and  the  then  last  {ircccding  quarterly  day,  shall  be  paid  to  his  executors, 
administrators,  or  a&si|^mj.  Provided  always,  that  no  more  than  £150  per  annum 
shall,  at  any  one  tiine,  be  payable  lor  the  pennon  or  peeaiona  of  any  haid  maater 
or  naatera;  and  no  mom  tiian  £7S  ahal]»  at  any  one  tune^  bepafafalefordie 
penabn  or  pennona  of  any  vaber  ornaheia. 

Aa  TO  ZHZ  GeVSBAJLi  AOMIVISTBAIIOI^  AUD  MAUXQtilZ^X  ox  TOM 

SAID  Charity, 

1. — The  several  charity  estates  shall  from  time  to  time  be  let  by  the  trustees 
at  the  beat  unproved  yearly  rents  that  can  be  gotten  for  the  saoM  zeapectiTely, 
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sach  rents  to  be  payable  iiaif-yearly  or  oftcner ;  but  no  lease  of  any  of  the  same 
for  any  term  exceeding  twenty-one  years  shall  be  granted,  nor  sliall  any  fine  be 
taken  for  or  upon  the  granting  of  any  lease. 

S.— The  trastees  shall  at  all  timea  insue,  and  keep  inamed,  against  loss  or 
damage  by  fire,  sill  the  booses,  school-booses  and  bnildings  bdoogiag  to  my  of 
the  ebaritf  estates. 

^'  ^Tbe  trastees  shall  at  all  times  keep,  or  canse  to  be  kept,  all  the  booses, 
school-houses,  and  buUdinc^s  belonging  to  any  of  tlic  charity  estates,  in  "rood  and 
substantial  repair.  And  in  every  lease  to  be  granted  of  any  p-dtt  of  the  charity 
estates,  shall  bo  inserted  a  covenant  ou  the  part  of  the  lessee,  to  keep  the  houses 
and  bui!diii::s  comprised  therein  iu  good  and  substantial  repair,  damage  by  firo 
alone  excepted.  X^rovidod,  nevertheless,  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  bo 
Qonatraed,  or  deemed  to  exonerate  the  Rev.  WiUiani  White  from  his  liabilities  fo 
r^Mkir  the  masto's  hoits^  snd  the  building  oalled  the  old  sdiool,  so  long  as  he 
diall  contmoe  head  maater  of  the  sdnoL 

i.-~'Tho  tmstees  shsll,  out  of  the  inoone  of  the  ohsrity  estates^  from  time  to 
time,  set  apart  snoh  snm  or  sums  as  in  their  discretion  fhey  may  think  teqairedt 
for  the  pnrpoae  of  forming  a  fund  for  the  repair,  restoration,  enlargement,  re- 
buildiniy  or  improvement  of  the  honses,  school-houses,  messuages  and  buildings 
belonging'  to  the  charity,  and  draining  or  otherwise  pcrmancntljr  improving  the 
lands  Ijfdonging  thereto. 

5.  — Two  ordinary  meetings  of  the  trustees  siiali  Be  held  in  every  year,  namely, 
on  the  first  Friday  in  Jannary,  and  the  first  Triday  in  July;  and  any  three  or 
more  trastees,  may  by  notice  m  writing,  signed  by  them,  and  sent  to  the  seeretaiy, 
and  specifying  the  natnze  of  the  bnainess  proposed  to  be  transacted,  require  an 
eitraoTdbary  meeting  of  the  trustees  to  be  held,  which  meeting  shall  be  hdd 
accordingly.  The  secretary  shall  send  to  each  of  the  trustees  for  the  time 
bemg  at  least  four  days^  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  holding  each  meet- 
ing, stating  the  bnsinej'S  to  be  transacted  at  such  meeting.  Fire  of  the 
trustees  present  at  a  meeting  sliall  form  a  quorum,  and  at  each  meeting  the 
trustees  present  shall  appoint  one  of  their  body  to  be  their  chairman.  And  when- 
ever  any  ditference  or  dispute  shall  arise  among  the  trustees  as  to  any  point 
relative  to  the  charity,  or  the  regulation  of  the  affairs  thereof,  the  decision  of  the 
minority  present  at  any  meeting  of  the  trastees  shall  be  bindnig.  Andinoaseef 
equality  of  votes  upon  any  question,  the  trustee  who  shall  be  chairman  tat  the 
thne  bemg  shall  have  a  casting  vote^macUitioD  to  his  vote  as  a  traatee.  And* 
record  shall  be  kept  of  what  passes  at  each  meeting,  and  shall  be  entered  in  a 
book  kept  for  that  jjurposc^  and  shall  be  signed  by  three  at  least  of  the  traateea 
present  at  snch  meeting. 

6.  — The  trustees  shall  appoint,  and  from  time  to  time,  as  they  shall  think  fit, 
remove  and  re-appoint  some  proper  person  to  be  their  secretary.  And  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  such  person  to  attend  the  meetings  of  the  trustees,  and  to  give  notice 
of  all  meetings  to  the  trustees^  and  to  keep  in  a  minute  book  a  record  of  the 
b^neas  transacted  at  the  sereial  meetinga  of  the  tnuteo^  and  to  manage  the 
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letting  of  Uie  chanty  estates,  messuages  and  premises,  and  generally  to  assist 
the  tnuteea  in  tiie  administntion  and  management  of  the  charity,  aud  the  property 
tiienof,  as  th^  thaU  dinot.  And  tha  aeentaiy  shall  have  tin  custody  of  the 
books^  deadly  and  documenia  halmngmg  or  tdatingto  the  aaid  eharttjr,  but 
withomt  any  lien  tiMNOBL  And  the  aama  shall  at  all  reasonable  times  be  open  to 
the  inaiiectifln  of  the  tnistees  or  any  of  them.  And  the  said  trustees  shall  be  at 
liberty  to  pay  and  allow  to  the  seontaiy  a  yeady  salaiy  not  exceeding  tventy 
pounds. 

7.  — The  trustees  shall  appoint,  and  from  time  to  tiino,  jis  they  shall  think 
proper,  remove  and  re-appoint  some  joint-stock  Banking  Company,  having  their 
bank  or  office  of  business  in  the  town  of  Wolverhampton,  or  within  fifteen  milej 
thereof,  to  be  their  treasurers ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  sueli  treasurer,  by  their 
manager,  cashier,  or  other  competent  person,  to  receive*  the  rents  and  profits  of 
the  eatatea  bekmging  to  Ote  cimrify,  teod  other  tiie  reffeamae  of  the  charity,  and, 
from  time  to  tinier  to  pay  and  dlsbnne  for  tiie  pniposes  of  the  disiity  sndi  aoms 
as  the  truateee  shall  dizeol^  by  aome  dder  to  be  signed  by  three  at  least  of  the 
trastees;  and  audi  treasurers  shall  keep  just  and  regular  aooounts  of  their 
veoeipts  and  paymeuta  relating  to  the  fnnds  of  the  diaiify,  which  accounts  shall 
be  prcdnosd  at  the  half-yearly  meetings  of  the  trustees^  Md  be  at  all  times  open 
to  the  inspection  of  any  of  the  trustees  ;  and  the  treasurers  shall  at  Christmas  iu 
every  year,  send  and  furnish  to  the  trustees  a  true  copy  in  writing  of  all  their 
receipts  and  payments,  in  respect  of  the  charity,  Uuring  the  then  current  year; 
and  any  balance  or  balances  of  the  charity  moneys  which  shall,  from  time  to  time, 
remain  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurers,  aud  shall  not  be  wanted  by  the  trustees 
for  any  immediate  purpose^  and  shall,  in  the  judgment  of  the  trustees,  amount 
to  a  fit  and  competent  sum  fat  that  pnrpoeey  ahall  nndw  their  direction,  be 
invested  by  the  treasnrers  in  the  porcbaae  of  Gomnment  Stock  or  Bank  Annuip 
tiea,  in  thenamesof  some  fbiir  of  the  charity  tnistees  for  the  time  being. 

8. — The  trastees  shall  sppoint  and,  from  time  to  time,  as  they  shall  think  fi^ 
remove  and  re-appoint  some  proper  peison  to  be  their  land  agent  and  surveyor,  to 
attend  to  and  superintend  the  management  of  the  charity  lands  and  tenements, 
and  the  cultivation  of  th*^  same  by  the  several  tenants  tliercof ;  to  attend  to  and 
superintend  the  houses  ami  buildings  belonging  to  the  elmrity,  and  the  repairing 
of  the  same ;  and  the  trustees  shall  be  at  liberty  to  pay  and  allow  to  the  land 
agent  and  surveyor  any  yearly  sum  or  sums  which  they,  from  time  to  time,  think 
fit,  not  exceeding  tifteen  pounds. 

9. -~nie  trastees  shall  be  at  liberty,  as  they  in  their  discretioa  shall  think  fit, 
to  allow  and  pay  to  the  treaaoreia  for  the  time  being  anch  anm  or  snms»  bat  not 
fiKceeding  ten  pounds  snnually,  aa  the  treasuen  ahall  disbnne  for  the  espenses 
attending  the  holding  of  the  rent  audita* 

10.  — In  case  there  shall  at  any  time  or  times  be  any  deficiency  of  the  income 
of  the  charity  to  pay  in  full  the  several  soma  hereby  directed  to  be  paid  thereout, 
then,  and  in  such  case,  and  so  often  as  the  same  shall  happen,  the  stipends  hereby 
diraoted  to  be  paid  to  the  serenl  maaters  of  the  school  shall  abate  propor- 
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twofttelji  but  inotae  there  shall,  within  three  years  after  any  msL  abatement, 
be  •  nirpliiB  of  moonu  of  tbediarity  beyond  wbai  ihall  be  leqpMI  to  pay  all 
aocb  aevenlaiiins  aa  are  henibr  dinoted  to  be  paid  thetoont  in  foU,  then  and  in 
■noli  CAMS  and  so  often  as  the  same  riudl  hM>P«ni  the  sums  vhich  shall  have  been 
dednoted  in  leepect  of  any  sneh  prarions  abatement,  from  what  would  otherwiae 
bave  been  payable  to  any  anch  masters  then  in  office,  shall  be  repaid  to  then 
respectively  if  the  income  of  the  charity  shall  be  sufBcient  for  that  purpose; 
but  this  present  clause  shall  give  no  right  or  drum  to  tlie  executors,  adminis- 
trators, or  assigns  of  any  master  or  masters  whose  siipcnd  or  stipends  shall  have 
been  the  snbject  of  abatement,  or  to  any  such  master  who  shall  afterwards  have 
ceased  to  continue  in  office.  Provided  always,  that  so  loog  as  the  Rev.  VV  lUiam 
White  diall  eontinne  to  be  tlie  bead  nnirtflr  of  tfaeeohoo],if  llieneliiiiflQmeof 
tike  eharityahaU  in  any  year  pmiekaa  than  the  aunof  £9^  16b.»  the  attend  of 
the  Ber.  WilUam  White  for  audi  year  dudl  bear  audi  a  propntion  to  the  nelt 
tiMXHne  ibr  the  aame  year  aa  bia  pnaent  alipend  of  MO  beart  to  the  aaid 
£735  1:-^. 

11— The  first  auditor  for  the  accounts  of  the  charity  shall  be  Mr.  WiUiaoi 
Deut,  of  Wolverhampton  aforesaid,  gentleman.  And  the  trustees  shall,  from 
time  to  time,  as  the  office  of  auditor  becomes  vacant,  appoint  some  fit  and  proper 
person  to  be  the  auditor  of  the  nccounts  of  the  charity ;  and  the  trustees  shall 
he  at  liberty  to  remove  any  auditor  who  shall  become  unfit  or  incapable  to  perform 
the  duties  of  his  office ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  auditor  to  audit  AnmiiHy 
fheaoooonte  of  the  oharity,  and  to  niakeoiiteatot«Denlof  aneh aeooDuta down 
to  CSmatoiaa  m  each  year,  whicb  statement  shall  be  prodneed  at  the  nest  sob* 
aeqoent  otdinaiy  meeting  of  the  tmstsss.  And  the  anditor  shall  direct  whieh 
of  the  aeoonnto  of  or  relating  to  the  charity  shall  be  pnblisbed,  and  sndi  aoooonto 
ss  he  shall  so  direct  to  be  published  diall,  in  the  month  of  February  in  every 
year,  be  inserted  in  one  of  the  newspapers  published  and  droulated  in  the  town  of 
Wolverhampton;  and  in  cafe  of  there  not  being  any  newspaper  publisherl  in  the 
town  of  Wolverhampton,  tiien  in  one  of  tlic  newspapers  published  and  circulated 
in  the  county  of  Statlbrd  ;  and  the  trustees  shall  be  at  liberty  to  piiy  and  allow 
the  auditor  any  yearly  sum  which  they  may  think  proper,  not  exceeding  Jbo  oa. 

12.— No  person  shall  be  capable  of  being  appointed  n  trostee  wlioee  phoe  at 
permanent  xeaidenoeaball  be  more  thanfifleai  mpes  distantin  •  direct  line  from 
themmuopal  bonnighof  WolTsriiamptan;  and  when  snd  so  often  as  the  number 
of  tmsteea  shsA  be  redneed  to  sixteen,  sillier  by  death  or  resignation,  or  by 
refoniK  or  declining  to  act,  ceasing  to  act  for  a  period  of  two  years,  incapacity 
to  act,  becoming  banknq^  or  taking  the  benefit  of  any  act  for  the  relief  of 
insolvent  debtors,  or  cca^'inc'  tr>  reside  permanently  within  fifteen  miles  in  a 
dirfvt  line  from  the  mumcipai  borough  of  Wolverhampton,  each  of  which  said 
several  circumstances  shull  he  a  disqualification  from  continuing  to  act  as  a 
trustee,  and  shaU  create  a  vacancy  of  the  office  held  by  the  i^rson  so  disquidified, 
the  remaining  trustee  for  the  time  being  ^all  lay  before  the  Judge  of  the  Court 
of  Chancery,  to  iriiosecoait  tins  nnttar  is  or  shsll  stand  attaahed,  the  nmssof 
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5  8xiflB,cient  nnmber  of  persons  so  qualiiied  as  aforesai  d,  from  which  nmnber,  or 
from  such  other  number  as  he  may,  as  hereiriiifn::  provided,  direct  to  be  laid 
before  him,  tbe  said  judge  shaU  appoint  a  sufficient  number  of  i)ersoDS  to  miike 
op  tlie  faU  munber  of  tventjofonr  tzosteet ;  and  radh  newlj-appointed  troateeB 
wd  the  oontnutiDg  tnutees  aba]],  by  a  piopar  comrqranoei  liafe  tEanafamd  to 
tiMm  the  charilifproparty.  Plwdded  almqra*  that  it  aliallbe  ]awfiil  for  tbe  ooiip 
thniing  troateea^  ficom  tiine  to  imit,  to  lay  ancb  propoaal  before  the  aaid  jndge^ 
although  the  existing  number  of  tmstees  be  not  reduced  to  sixteen.  Provided 
also,  that  the  said  judge  shall  be  at  liberty  to  direct  the  trustees  to  lay  before  him 
the  names  of  such  numbrr  of  persons  as  he  mar  think  fit,  from  which  to  select 
and  appoint  the  neorssar\  number.  Provided  also,  that  notice  shall  be  given  to 
her  Majesty's  At lorney-Gcneral,  of  all  applicatioTi.-^  1  o  the  said  judge  to  appoint 
such  new  trustees,  and  he  shall  be  at  Uberiy  to  ?iit(  nd  the  judge  thereon.  Pro- 
vided also,  that  if  by  accident  tixe  continuing  iruittccs  shall,  at  anj  time,  be 
ndnoed  below  tin  number  of  aizteeo,  befiire  application  shall  be  made  for  the 
agpomfaneat  of  neir  tmateea  aa  aforeaaid,  the  aaid  eontanung  tmsteea  aba]], 
nerertheleas,  apply  to  the  aaid  jndgetoBMlwaBohappobtment  Pkotidedalaa^ 
that  it  ahall  not  be  neceaanty  m  future  that  the  Biahop  of  IdoMleld,  or  the 
Members  of  Parliament  representing  any  dtnuott  of  flie  oonnfy  of  Btaflbvd,  diall 
be  appointed  tnateea  c£  the  oharity. 

13.  — Whenever  the  number  of  the  trustees,  in  whose  names  any  Government 
Stock  or  "Bank  Annuities  shan  bo  invested,  under  or  by  virtue  of  the  direction 
hereinbelore  in  that  bchali  contrunud,  shall  not  vxcvrd  two,  the  trustees  of  the 
charity  shall  nominate  and  appnmt  so  many  additional  tmstees  from  amongst  their 
body,  to  be  trustees  oi  the  said  Government  Stock  or  Bank  Annuities,  as  with  the 
lemammg  or  oontinning  tmateea  or  trustee  thereof,  shall  make  up  the  number  of 
four;  and  iHientiidi  new  troateea  or  trnateediaU  be  aonoBioated  and  appointed, 
tiien  the  aaid  Government  Stoek  or  Bank  Annuttiea  ahall  bi^  with  aUoonvenient 
apeed,  aaaigned  and  tranafeRedaoaatoTeattbeaame  m  thenaniea  of  the  aorming 
or  oontmoing  trustees  or  trustee^  together  with  the  new  tmateea  or  troatee^  or  in 
the  new  trustees  alone,  as  the  case  may  happen ;  and  audi  Government  Stock  or 
Bank  Annuities  shall  be  held  upon  the  aame  treat  aa  the  aarviviiig,  or  oontinning, 
or  present  tnist«?s  held  the  same. 

14.  — In  all  cases  in  which  any  application  slinll  he  niailc  to  a  judge  of  the 
Court  of  Chancery,  under  the  provisions  of  this  scheme,  such  application 
shall  be  made  by  a  sumiuous  in  Chambers,  and  due  notice  thereof  shall  be  given  to 
her  M^esty's  Attorney-General,  who  shall  be  at  liberty  to  attend  thereoiL 

Laatly.— Tfaeie  mlea  and  regulationa  ahaU  be  ptinted  at  the  expense  of  the 
diarityfimdaiandaoiq^tlMreof  ahallbeinniiahedtoeaGhof  thetnuteeaof  the 
achooil,  and  to  every  penMn  who  may  hereafter  become  a  traatee^  and  to  the  head 
master  and  the  naber,  and  every  other  master  for  the  time  being;  and  every 
head  master,  uaber,  master  for  teaching  writing  and  arithmetic,  German  maatv, 
French  master,  and  drawing  masta  hereafter  appointed  to  the  achool,  shall  pre- 
viooaly  to  hia  entering  office^  aign  and  sobechbe  a  oopy  thereol  to  be  left  with 
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tlje  secretary.  Aud  the  secretary  for  the  time  being  shall,  at  aii  times,  be  kept 
supplied  with  a  snffident  munber  of  tndi  printed  copies  as  alotnaid,  and  shall, 
apoB  demaiid,  supply  a  copy  thereof  to  anj  pexwni  nqosing  the  Bime,  at  apnoe 
Botflsoeediiigaiiie  sliflliiiffaoddzpeiwe  for  eiidi  oofj;  aiid  the  prooeeda  anmig 
fifom  nflli  aalM  aliatt  fom  port  of  fho  obatity  fin^ 

List  of  Tbustiss  in  1859. 
Alexander  Hordenij  Esq.,  Edmnnd  Wigan^  Esq.^  William 
Wamep,  Esq.,  Henry  Hill,  Esq.,  J.  Norton,  Esq,  J.  Gatis, 
Esq.,  Thomas  Handle  Andrews,  Esq.,  Henry  Ward,  Esq., 
James  William  Weaver,  Esq.,  John  Hartley,  Esq.,  Joseph 
Underhill,  Esq.,  Henry  Walker,  Esq.,  WUliam  Tarratt,  Esq., 
eTames  Loxdale,  Esq.,  John  Tophiim,  Esq.,  M.D.,  William 
Parke,  Esq.,  Hemy  Uogers,  Esq.,  Thomas  Barker,  Esq.,  G. 
Briscoe,  Esq.,  Richard  Warner,  Esq.,  R.  Shelton,  Esq.,  Rev.  W. 
Dalton,  Wm.  Bailey,  Esq.,  H.  Crane,  Esq.,  J.  Farmer,  Esq., 
W.  G.  Fryer,  Esq.,  Geo.  Holyoake,  Esq.,  Wm.  Savage,  Esq. 

Tuttti  reutb  of  the  school  properties,  Lady-day,  1858    1030  0  0 

M  „         ExdwiTOof  fees   866  0  0 

  £1296  0  0 

Such  is  the  history  of  the  school  from  its  origin  to  a  recent 
date.  At  the  present  moment  there  is  a  variety  of  opinions  as 
to  what  it  ought  to  be.  With  bikIi  an  income,  there  should  no 
doubt  bo  a  handsome  reaidt,  classic  ally  and  commercially — but 
especially  the  latter,  situated  as  it  is  in  the  midst  of  one  of  the 
most  enterprising  communities  engaged  in  coiiiTnei  ce.  How- 
ever, to  show  both  sides  of  the  question,  the  opposition  argu- 
ments from  the  newspapers  and  ooirespondeoce  are  appended. 

WOLVERHAMPTON  FREE  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL. 

Among  the  matters  which  have  engaged  the  attention  of 
the  town  council  of  Wolverhampton — and  which  seem  likelj 
to  do  so  for  some  time  to  oome — few  have  been  of  greater 
importance  than  the  consideration  of  the  present  state  and  the 
fiitnre  osefolness  of  the  free  grammar  school,  founded  by  Sir 
Stephen  Jenyns,  in  the  year  1515. 

We  need  scarcely  inform  any  one  acquainted  with  the 
histoiy  of  Wolverhampton,  that  Sir  Stephen  Jenyns  constituted 
the  incorporated  Company  of  Merchant  Tailors  trustees  for 
carrying  his  intentions  into  effect,  conveying  to  them  the 
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manor  and  estate  of  Boaliocke,  in  Woroesteraliiie^  then  of  the 
yearly  Talue  of  £15,  to  pay  the  salaries  of  the  master  and 
usher,  and  other  attendant  expenses,  hi  1778,  the  master  and 
wardens  of  the  Merchant  Tailors'  Company  became  desirous  of 
being  discharged  from  their  trost,  and,  in  1784,  with  the 
approbation  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  the  estate  of  the  school, 
consisting  of  the  school,  houses,  &c.,  and  the  manor  of 
Rushockc,  wiis  transferred  to  trustees,  subject  to  the  provisions 
of  the  orig'inal  trust.  These  trustees  were  to  be  forty  in 
number,  the  bishop  of  tlie  diocese  and  the  knights  of  the  shire 
always  being  the  first  nominated.  Whenever  the  number 
became  below  twenty,  then  fresh  trustoos  were  to  be  elected  by 
the  survivors,  to  complete  the  original  number  of  forty. 

The  estate  transferred  to  these  trustees  (including  an  allot- 
ment under  an  hlnclosare  Act,  45,  George  III.)  amounts,  in  the 
whole,  to  885  acres,  let  at  a  gross  rental  of  £1,030.  The 
deductions,  however,  owing  to  the  depreciated  prices  of  agri- 
coltnral  produce  (10  per  cent.),  and  land  tax,  £47  lis.  6d*, 
leaTe  a  nett  annual  income  at  present  amounting  to  £879  8s.  6d.; 
but,  as  a  fhither  reduction  (taken  at  15  per  cent.)  must,  in  all 
probability,  be  allowed  to  the  tenants,  the  future  rental  is 
estimated  at  £724  ISs.  6d.  This,  it. must  on  all  hands  be 
admitted,  is  a  goodly  annual  sum,  and  enough  to  ensure  to  the 
town  an  educational  establishment  of  the  highest  order.  We 
speak  iVum  memory,  but  we  believe  we  may  confidenily  say^ 
that  the  endowment,  when  made,  was  equal  to  many  subsequent 
endowments  in  the  reign  of  King  Edward  the  Sixth.  Ten  or 
fifteen  pounds  were  frequently  the  salary  secured  to  the  head 
master  of  a  corresponding  school;  and  when  we  consider  that 
the  valno  of  money 'was  then  about  twelve  times  more  than  it  is 
now,  and  that  the  purpose  of  the  parties  making  the  endow- 
ment was,  in  many  instances,  to  induce  able  masters  to  take  to 
a  grammar  school,  with  a  house  and  small  salary  attached,  in 
the  hope  of  maldng  up  a  competent  income  by  boarders,  we 
shall  not  feel  surprised  at  the  apparently  small  amount  of  the 
emolument  secured. 

Hcvweyer,  the  sum  with  which  we  hove  now  to  deal,  may  be 
taken  to  be  £725,  and  there  are  also  residences  provided  for 
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the  master  and  usher.  The  revenue  of  the  school  is  nnw  thus 
appropriated  : — master,  £400  ;  usher,  £200  ;  writing  master, 
£100;  secretary,  £15 ;  land  agent,  £15  15s.;  treasurer,  £5; 
total,  £735  15s.  To  thia  sum  we  have  to  add  the  annual  Yalae 
of  the  school  bnildingSi  and  the  master's  and  the  usher's 
houses,  and,  at  a  very  moderate  estimate  (for  it  must  be  borne 
in  mind  that  the  estimated  rental  of  the  estate  is  taken  at  25 
per  cent,  for  reduotionB)^  the  value  of  the  whole  propertj  nuqr 
be  aasomed  to  be  abont  £900  per  annum. 

Now  there  was  a  time  when  there  was  only  one  soholar  on 
the  fomiclation.  Of  late  years^  however^  nothing  like  this  has 
ooonired.  In  March,  1850,  the  number  of  scholars  was  fifty- 
seven ;  in  Michaelmas,  1850,  it  was  fiffy-one  $  and  it  is  now,  wo 
are  informed,  below  fifty.  It  is  none  of  oar  purpose,  nor  is  it 
that  of  other  parties  moving  in  the  matter,  to  ascribe  sny  blame 
to  the  gentlemen  filUng  the  sitaations  connected  with  the 
school.  No  fault  can  be  found  with  their  qualifications ;  they 
possess  the  reqmsito  attainments,  and  diligently  fulfil  the  duties 
of  their  position,  and  would  bo  happy,  there  are  safe  grounds 
for  believ'ing,  to  find  their  scholastn  -  alulties  more  suitably  and 
with  more  certain  nsefulness  employed.  Nor,  once  for  all, 
must  it  be  supposed,  that  the  motives  or  the  wishes  of  the 
tru  st  r  es  to  rrnrlor  the  school  extensively  serviceable,  are 
ari  aigned.  But  it  will  be  seen,  we  think,  before  we  conclnde 
our  observations,  that,  notwithstanding  a  most  muniticent 
endowment  (one  of  the  best  in  the  kingdom),  nothing  like  a 
commensurate  benefit  is  derived.  The  income  is  £900,  the 
scholars  fifty;  divide  £900  by  fifty,  and  we  shall  find  that  the 
educational  cost  of  each  scholar  is  exactly  £18  per  year,  or,  as 
dosely  as  it  is  necessary  for  onr  present  purpose  to  compute  it, 
7s.  per  week,  Indnsive  of  eLeven  weeks  allowed  for  holidayi  in 
each  year,  namely,  one  at  Easter,  six  at  Midsummer,  and  four 
at  Christmas.  Abstracting  these  eleven  weeks,  the  charge  is 
somewhat  more  than  lis.  each,  for  each  nett  edncational  week. 

No  one,  we  think,  after  this  exposition,  will  contend  that 
the  means  of  educational  nsefidness  are  not  at  hand.  Eadi 
boy  is  paid  for  at  a  rate  at  whioii  he  might  be  educated  and 
boarded  also,  in  many  schools  in  the  kingdom.   Bat  upon  Uiis 
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point  we  are  not  about  to  touch,  our  only  object  being  to  show, 
bj  tke  oontrasty  diat  ample  means  for  insnring  a  superior 
education  exist ;  nor,  we  again  repeat,  do  we  think  that  the 
desire  to  witiihold  this  snperior  edncation  is  felt  either  by  the 
teachers  or  the  tmatees.  But,  we  must  ask,  is  it  eflbcted?  Do 
we  ever  hear  anything  of  the  schohir-like  acquisitions  of  the 
papils?  We  believe  that,  notwithstanding  the  length  of  time 
the  school  has  been  established,  it  can  soaroely  i>oint  to  any : 
certainly,  no  one  of  very  recent  date  has  beoome  eminent.  Hie 
grammar  sdiool  of  Lichfield,  at  one  time,  saw  no  less  than  six 
of  its  scholars  enjoying  seats  on  the  jadidal  benidi,  while  from 
Shrewsbury  hare  proceeded  many  of  omr  first  ecclesiastics  and 
olasaical  scholars.  It  would  be  unfair  to  refer  to  Bngby, 
Harrow,  or  Eton ;  bnt  we  know  the  belief  prevails  that  many 
of  the  poorest  endowed  schools  in  the  kingdom  (and  in  some 
the  endowment  is  poor  indeed)  may  with  truth  be  referred  to  as 
establislinients  of  much  greater  educational  .service,  so  far  as 
scholarsLip  is  concerned,  than  the  mumiicently-provided-for 
grammar  school  of  Wolverhampton. 

As  we  have  hiuted,  this  is  a  failure  not  of  merely  recent 
date.  It  becomes,  consequently,  an  object  of  importance  to 
ascertain  the  cause  of  this  defalcation.  It  is,  there  can  be 
little  doubt,  to  be  found  in  the  dispojjition  and  in  the  peculiar 
position  of  the  residents  in  the  town  and  neighbourhood — that 
is,  until  these  few  years  past.  Only  a  slight  review  of  their 
history  and  progress  can  be  necessary  to  ])rove  that  education, 
not  a  great  many  years  ago,  was  but  slightly  valued.  Nearly 
all  of  what,  for  want  of  a  more  suitable  term,  we  must  call  the 
"  better  classes,"  amongst  onr  comparatively  scanty  population, 
were  fully  engaged  in  manufacturing  or  trading  pursuits, 
desiring  no  further  education  than  their  business  demanded ; 
while,  among  the  workmen,  the  education  of  themselves  or 
their  children  was  not  thought  about.  The  educational  im- 
pulse had  not  then  been  given.  The  efforts  of  the  venerable 
Baikes,  of  Dr.  Bell,  and  of  Joseph  Lancaster,  had  not  com- 
menced. It  was  in  1805  that  G^eorge  the  Third  expressed  the 
memorable  sentiment,  I  wish  that  everj  poor  child  in  my 
dominions  may  be  able  to  read  his  Bible/'   From  that  date, 

2ii 


^uj ui.uo  uy  Google 


802  WOLVBRHAITFTOK  TREE  OBAHICAR  SCHOOL. 


addre  exertions  to  extend  edacation  took  place,  and  our  town 
and  neighbourhood  can  now  almost  reckon  its  elementary 
schools  alone  by  hundreds.  The  means  of  edacation  havo  been 
almost  immeasnreably  extended. 

NoWj  it  is  npon  this  extension  of  tiie  means  of  general 
edacation  that  we  largely,  indeed  mainly,  found  oar  plea  for 
that  revision  of  the  practice,  rather  than  tiie  system,  whidi 
prevails  in  the  Wolverhampton  grammar  school.  Its  primary 
purpose  is  shown  by  its  designation.  It  is  ''a  grammar 
school;"  that  is,  a  school  of  a  saperior  ordieft — a  school,  legaDy 
and  strictly  speaking,  for  teaching  Latin  and  Greek,  and 
qualifying  scholars  for  the  oniversities  and  the  higher  porsaits 
of  Hfe.  Bnt  what  has  become  its  position?  We  speak,  we 
believe,  upon  the  best  anthority,  when  we  state  that  it  is 
depfraded  almost  into  a  common  day  school.  The  master  and 
uslicr,  who  are  elected  on  tlie  groniul  c>f  their  classical  acquire- 
ments, are  prepared  to  give  sound  elasi^ical  instruction,  but  oaly 
by  a  lew  is  this,  according  to  our  iuloi  iuuLion,  required ;  most 
of  the  ])npils  buiug  of  that  class  of  society  by  which  a  classical 
education  is  neither  appreciated  nor  desired,  and  many  of  them 
beiug  withdrawn  to  attend  to  business  far  too  early  to  receive 
that  full  amount  of  instruction  which  tlie  mastrr'^  are  desirous 
of  imparting,  and  which  it  was  the  nianifciit  lutcntion  of  the 
benevolent  founder  of  the  est;d)lishmcnt  that  they  should 
receive.  As  a  consequence,  masters  of  a  high  class  are  most 
unsaitably  employed,  and  the  limited  instruction  thus,  from 
circumstances,  almost  compulsorily  given,  militates  against  the 
wish  of  many  respectable  inhabitants  of  the  town  and  neigh- 
bourhood to  send  their  children  to  the  school,  and  to  avail 
themselves  of  that  higher  order  of  edacation  which  it  is  its 
principal  object  to  afford.  In  fact,  the  school  seems  to  have 
become  almost  a  mere  eleemosynary  institution  for  affording 
that  common  and  ordinaiy  edacation  which  it  ought  to  be  the 
object  of  respectable  persons  to  give  to  their  children  without 
extraneons  assistance. 

The  school  might,  and,  we  tmst,  will  become  a  credit  to 
Wolverhampton.  It  might,  and,  we  tmst,  will  become  elevated. 
Bat,  onder  the  present  plan,  this  cannot  be  effected.   We  are 
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aware  that  the  law  has  been  resorted  tOj  to  bring  about  a  refor- 
mation; but  the  proceedings^  so  far  as  we  can  jiulge,  leave  the 
main  cause  of  the  deteriorated  state  of  the  school  untouched. 
We  shallj  upon  some  proximate  date,  in  all  probability,  again 
advert  to  the  subject,  which  we  understand  will  again  occupy 
the  attention  of  the  Town  Council,  and  in  all  likelihood  become 
the  subject  of  a  town's  meeting.  We  may  then  go  into 
details;  but  we  now,  to  ayo&d  extending  this  article  to  an 
undue  length,  conclude  hj  inviting  our  readers  to  consider, 
first,  whether  the  school  can  be  taken  to  fulfil  the  intention  of 
its  founder ;  secondly,  whether  its  usefulness  and  proper  appli- 
cation may  not  be  much  more  effectually  exemplified  and  assured; 
and,  thirdly,  whether  it  is  not,  in  a  moral  sense,  a  misapplica- 
tion of  funds  to  spend  £18  or  £20  for  each  scholar,  when  the 
amount  of  instruction  received  would  he  readily  given  in  private 
establishments  (for  none  of  tlio  scholars  aro  provided  with 
board)  for  a  third  or  foui'th  of  the  amount  ?  Upon  the  answers 
to  these  considerations  the  case  depends,  and  that  conclusions 
favourable  to  the  existing  state  of  things  will  be  arrived  at,  we 
must  Hay  we  do  not  anticipate. — WolverhamjpiQH  OhroiMe^ 
January,  7,  18d2. 

The  above  article  has  hnd  its  effect,  and  although  slow  in  its 
operation,  is  now  being  acted  upon,  as  will  be  seen  from  the 
following  advcrtiseTncnt  nnd  letters.  These  three  documents 
will  explain  the  matter  as  fully  as  posssible ;  nnd  if  the  inhabi- 
tants do  not  bestir  themselves,  they  will  see  a  boarding-school 
erected  and  conducted  at  their  expense. 


[IDTSKEUKIIIHT.] 

/«  tie  UMfkf  ^  iki  WolveriampUm  Gnuuuw  Seiool,  U  ike  paruA  ef 
Weheriamjptm,  in  ike  eatttify  qf  SU^ord, 

"Bf  otdet  of  the  Boaid  of  Charity  Cotnmiwikniflrs  for  En^aad  and  Walo^ 
ttotioe  is  hereby  gtran  that  an  appUcation  is  intended  to  be  made  io  the  Bight 

Honourahlc  the  ^faster  of  the  Rolls,  or  One  of  the  Vioe-Chaneellora  of  the  High 
Court  of  Chancery  sitting  at  Chambers,  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be  after  the 
cxpirrition  of  fifteen  days  from  the  date  hereof,  for  an  Order  appointing  Trustees 
of  the  abovo-meutinnrd  Cf.nrity,  in  tlic  place  or  stead  of  those  Tnistces  who  since 
the  last  appointment  thereof  by  the  order  o(  the  aaid  Court,  dated  the  20th  day  of 
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February,  1854,  have  died  or  hecumc  disqualified  by  iiou-attendan<^  resignation, 
or  residence  beyond  the  disUuxcc  .iiinited  by  the  scheme  establiahcd  by  the  said 
order. 

Hhs  loUowiiig  petsom  are  iDbnided  to  be  proposed  to  tlw  said  Comt  aa  auA 
Trustees  :'-*Beqjaiiim  HicUii^  the  pnaent  1^ 

ton ;  Bapert  Alfied  EetUe^  barriater'atJaw ;  fiidhaid  Holt  Briaooe^  mecchants 
Edward  Ferry,  japaimer ;  the  Be?ereiid  John  Hodgson  Iteak  Beotar  of  8t  Petei^a 
Church,  Wobarhampioai;  John  Birki-rton  Deakin,  aoHcitor;  HoaealmmMnger, 

rope  maker;  Gfeorge  Leea  Underbill,  ironmonger;  Richard  Warner,  draper; 
Charles  Nnvc,  ironmonger;  and  John  Ryan  I);juks,  cut  nail  manufacturer,  all  of 
^^  oh  crlmmptou  aforesaid;  and  William  Maudcr  Sparrow,  of  Penn,  in  the  said 
couuty  of  StafTord,  ironmaster. 

Any  iKTson  objecting  to  the  said  intended  applieat ion,  or  any  of  the  objects 
thereof,  may  transmit  notice  in  writiii:;  of  such  nljjcct ion,  stating  the  gronnds 
thereof  to  the  said  Comuiissioners,  at  their  oflice,  I^'o.  8,  York-street,  St.  James's- 
aquare,  in  the  city  of  Westtntnater,  within  twenty-one  days  from  the  date  hcaeof. 

Dated  the  2L»t  day  of  February,  1860. 

JOHN  8.  RITTTEB, 
Solieiter  and  Seoretary  to  the  said  Thurteea. 

WOLVERHAMPTON  (FREE)  GRAMMAR  SCUOOL. 

To  thr  Kilifor  of  the  ii'olrrrh<t,ii[>ti)n  Chronlrh'. 

SlE. — Those  of  tlic  inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  AVolvcrhanipton,  including 
the  townships  of  Wolverharajiton,  Bilston,  WiUenhall,  and  Wednesfield,  who 
feel  interested  in  this  school,  and  in  the  alterations  proposed  to  be  made  in  it, 
will  perhaps  remember  the  letter  which  I  addressed  to  the  Seceretary  of  the 
Chaxity  Commisaioiien  in  the  mouth  of  Pebraary,  1850,  and  whidi  wia  allbae- 
qoently  paUished  in  the  Woherkm^^  Chromde, 

In  that  letter,  after  informing  the  commiasionerB  that  the  tmateea  had  heoome 
reduced  to  the  mininram  number,  I  asserted  five  propoattiooa 

"1st.— That  the  Terenniea  of  the  sdhod  are  ample  for  the  matntenanoe  of  an 
adequate  staff  adioolmastera  without  any  capitation  fee->oertain]7  without  anj 
increase  of  sudi  fee^the  aame  being  conbaiy  to  the  intentian  of  the  founder. 

*'  Snd.— 'The  present  school  rooms,  being  two  in  number,  are  ample,  so  far  aa 
room  is  concerned,  for  all  the  requirements  of  the  school ;  and,  inasmuch  as  there 
is  snarcoly  any  increase  in  the  nnmber  of  the  boys  over  the  average  of  thf^  1'i«t 
few  years  of  the  last  master,  there  is  no  necessity  on  that  ground  for  any  altera- 
tion of  the  school. 

"  3rd. — That  the  school-rooms  aud  premises,  and  the  houses  of  the  masters, 
may,  and  ought,  at  a  uasomAU  expcusc,  compared  with  the  heavy  cost  which 
would  attend  their  lemoral  to  another  looaliiy,  to  be  repaired  and  made  abnup 
daiiily  oonvenient  and  auitaUe;  and  that  the  masters  ought  to  be  resident  in  their 


WOLYISHAMPTON  rSBB  OBAIDIAB  SCHOOL.  305 


houses  by  tbe  school ;  and  that  it  is  contrary  to  good  policy  to  divert  the  school 
hoiues  to  other  purposes. 

**4th, — Tlai  the  proposed  remoTal  to  the  iresteni  outskirts  of  the  town,  and 
so  miifih  foitiur  framtha  centra  of  the  locality  limited  hgr  the  founder,  trill  ope* 
imteiodepciTelacge  nomben  oS  the  hiliabitants  of  the  benefits  of  thesohool,«s 
thereby  the  diatanoe  from  the  other  ontskirts  of  the  town  will  be  mndi  inoreased 
(and  some  of  them  now  arc  ovtst  three  miles),  whereas  even  the  town  boys  will 
be  under  the  nccrssity  of  going  a  considerable  distance  to  and  from  school. 

"5tli. — That  such  removal  will  be  imix>litic,  and  will  tend  to  divert  the  funds 
of  the  charity  from  the  Ic^itirmitc  objects  of  the  foundation,  as  thereby  the  con- 
venience and  profit  of  the  masters  will  be  consulted  without  'due  rej^nrd  bf mg 
had  to  the  population  of  the  parish  of  Wolverhampton,  and  to  the  wants  and 
requirements  of  the  inhabitants  thereof/ 

Snbaeqaentto  thia  letter  I  had  intomewa  with  the  oommiaaionen,  to  whom 
the  caae  bad  been  referred,  and  the  result  of  sodx  interviewa  was,  "that  should 
the  trustees  proceed  with  their  proposed  ajpplieation  for  the  oertifioate  of 
tfaia  board,  pabUe  local  notice  thereof  will  be'gxrai  in  the  usual  manner  by  the 
direction  of  the  board,  and  in  this  caae  additional  notice  by  way  of  advertisement 
mone  or  two  of  the  WolTerhampton  papers  of  largest  circuhition  will  be  required/* 
I  was,  therefore,  surprised  to  And  by  a  notice  in  the  Wolverhampion  Chronicle, 
of  the  22nd  inst,,  that  an  application  is  to  be  made  for  the  appointment  of  new 
trustees,  at  the  expiration  of  fifteen  days  from  the  date  of  such  notice,  and  tliat 
certain  gentlemen  are  to  be  proposed  as  such  trustees.  It  also  appears  from  the 
notice  that  other  objects  are  sought  by  the  application  to  be  so  made  by  the  tras- 
tecs ;  and  as  these  may  be  iho*e  above  rtferred  to,  I  beg  to  cidl  the  utteution  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  above  townabips  to  the  aobjsct.  Th^  are  reqiiired  to  give 
notice  of  any  objection  within  81  days,  but  if  they  delay  thenotios  for  21  days, 
the  objects  maybe  attamed.  Thisseems,  theroforci,  to  be  defawive^  and  the  matter 
should  be  at  once  attended  to. 

I  think  it  would  have  been  better  had  the  board  withheld  the  names  of  the 
trustees  they  propose  to  appoint ;  inasmuch  as  tliose  who  are  really  interested  in 
the  conduct  and  innnagcmcnt  of  the  scIjooIs  ('(//id  Bil.s/vn,  WUhnhaU^  and  Wed- 
nrsfii'ld,  are  alfogcfher  unrepn'.viifcd  at  it)  are  now  in  an  unpleasant  position  ;  Hiry 
'  roust  subiuit  to  the  proposed  appointments,  or  their  motives  maybe  misconstrued, 
if  they  seek  the  apxxiintment  of  others  equally,  or,  perhaps,  more  fit  than  those 
named. 

Aa  to  the  endowment,  it  must  be  admitted  that  the  funds  are  ample,  without 
titecontmnance  of  the  objectionable  capitation  fiw^  and  certainly  without  the  in* 
crease  of  sncih  fee,  as  it  will  vsfsiwt  by  tbe  account  published  in  the  Wn^terkom^ 
tm  CkromeU  of  the  16th  inst.,  that  tiie  income  from  the  school  estate  eseeeetb  tie 
erpenm  ike  ed^od  fearlff  b$f  a  larger  em  ikm  ike  ammmi  if  tkeee  ofifeelioit' 
able  frt-a. 

I  think,  therefore,  these  fees  should  be  discoutlmicfl,  nnd  that  the  fund  already 
acGomuMed  £rom  this  tax  on  the  jparenii  qf  (Me  bo^9  at  preteiU  and  recenflu  at  the 
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4eM,0iid»iiek  nem  mmmA  1(1,900^  tfioQU be aipoided in pnitiiif  the aehatib 

and  houses  in  a  proper  state. 

If  there  be  any  of  the  inh:ibilants  of  tlie  Hbove-namcd  townships  who  agree 
with  mc,  I  shall  beglad  to  receive  the  expression  of  their  opinions,  and  to  know 
to  what  extent  they  so  a^ce,  that  steps  may  be  takea  to  have  such  opinioos  ooo- 
sidcrcd  iu  the  proper  quarter. 

The  questions  I  raiiie  are,  however,  for  their  consideration,  and  unless  an  infla- 
eDtial  nomber  of  tlie  tebeWlamta  of  Ibeee  towm  hips  shall  show  that  thejr  fed 
mtefestediathefUaooMioiiof  thfwe  qucatioiis,  I  shiUbeeontonttoabuidaBifaA 
•abject,  for  I  bsfe  no  penonal  or  peonniary  inteieBt  at  stalce;  and  mf  ade  desne 
is  that  the  school  should  be  made  useful  and  free  for  those  for  whom  its  gmermu 
fouitder  intended  it,  namely,  the  inhabitants  of  the  parish,  and  not  merely  of  the 
Uncnship  of  Wolverhampton,  though  to  the  At/^the  qjiieation  aeenuto  me  one  of 
gnat  importance. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  aemmt, 
Wolreriiampton,  Feb.  97, 18G0.  W.  3IANBT. 

WOLYSRHAMPTON  GBAMMAR  SCHOOL. 

Hie  proposed  removal  of  the  Free  Grammu:  School  in  this  town  from  Ha 
pieeent  position  to  some  other  locality,  has  for  the  last  ten  yesES  been  a  matter  of 

continuous  discussion;  nnd,  as  onr  locid  roacJers  may  remember,  we  have  on 
several  occasions  oiTered  some  comments  upon  the  subject,  and  admitted  into  our 
columns  the  opinions  of  others  respectinpr  it.   We  have  abstained  of  late  from 
alluding  to  the  project,  because  we  deemed  it  expedient  to  wait  for  fuller  informa- 
tion OS  to  the  proposed  alterations  than  we  coidd  gather  from  the  report  of  the 
anb^msuttee  <A  the  tnuiecs,  published  in  our  paper  some  time  since ;  but  the 
^piesticm  baa  now  again  attracted  much  attention  in  the  town  throng  the 
pnUication  of  the  letter  of  SCr.  Manby;  and,  as  we  stated  last  week,  alaige 
number  of  the  respectable  inhabitants  of  the  parish  have  expressed  their  general 
sgieement  with  the  five  propositions  submitted  by  that  gentleman  to  thcur 
consideration  in  our  publication  of  the  2'Hh  ult.   With  regard  to  Mr.  Manby's 
first  point,  if  must  certamly  be  fuliditted  that  the  revenues  of  the  charity  arc 
ample  lor  the  maintenance  of  a  good  lirst-elass  school,  amounting,  as  they  did  last 
year,  to  £1382  17s.  Od.,  including  £304  capitation  fees,  whilst  at  the  same  time 
there  was  iu  the  treasurer's  hands  £1237  5s.  8d.   It  seems  that  at  the  present 
time  only  about  70  boys  are  edneated  in  the  sdioc^  As  some  of  these  we  believe 
are  bosidexa,  and  otheis  arenot  strictly  entitled  to  the  privileges  of  the  foonda- 
tion,  there  are  actually  only  between  50  and  60  sons  of  ratepayers  in  the  parish 
woesnBg  their  education  from  the  charify,  so  that  the  benefit  to  the  parish  of 
Wolverliampton  is  not  at  present  adequate^  to  .the  magnificent  income  of  the 
institntiQaL  This  point,  however,  would  he  more  oonreotly  illustrated  if  a  return 
were  given  of  the  number  of  ratepayers'  sons  who  have  been  admitted  doring  the 
the  opocatioQ  of  the  present  scheme. 
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Tt  certainly  seems  desiraWe  that  the  question  as  to  the  proposed  removal 
sliriild  be  speedily  settled,  in  order  (liat  the  present  premises  may  be  put  into  a 
I  1  il)er  state  of  repair  or  arrang:ements  made  tor  tlieir  sale,  in  the  event  of  it  being 
dcternimcd  to  remove  the  school  to  another  site.  That  any  rem uvul  would  be  ira- 
politio  we  do  not  think,  but  if  it  can  be  purchased  only  by  a  sacriUee  of  nearly 
one-tflDib  of  the  oharity  lands,  and  by  mortgaging  theestotea,  «S  the  iab-OOHunit* 
tee's  leport  lecoaiineiMied,  it  beoomcs  a  gnve  qneedoiL  hov  &r  siieha  propostUon 
would  he  adTisBbl^  erenif  it  eonld  be  eenied  into  dFeofe. 

The  place  we  have  heard  mentioned  aa  the  contemplated  arte  for  the  inopoeed 
new  pvemiaea  ia  aomewhen  near  the  Oaka^  oonfenient  no  doubt  for  thenaidenta 
on  the  western  side  of  the  town,  but  rather  a  depnaaedaitnation,  and  beingnearly 
at  the  extremity  of  the  parish,  the  journey  of  the  scholars  from  the  dist  ant  parts 
of  the  town  and  parish  would  be  considerably  increased.  The  neighbourhood  of 
Snow-hill,  or  the  trroundn  nf  "Nfr.  MoUneux  are,  we  hear,  by  many  considered  far 
more  eligible  sites,  from  tlieir  being  more  centnd  as  well  as  elevated  and  healthy. 
MVe  merely  mention  the  suggestion  for  the  consideration  of  those  who  fed  an 
interest  ia  the  subjeet. 

With  respect  to  the  present  premises,  there  can  be  no  question  that  they  are 
not  in  a  satiitfactory  condition.  It  has  frequently  been  remarked  by  parents  tiiat 
they  are  not  kept  in  aneh  a  atate  of  rc|Mdr  mdflomfiort  aa  night  be  expected  from 
audi  ample  rerennea.  Their  eiteinal  appearanoe  ia  forbidding,  andthereaiifenoeB, 
if  fit  for  oocapatioo»  or  oae  for  aohool  pnzpoaea,  shoold  not  be  diverted  to  other 
objects.  The  neoeaaity  of  detennining  the  qnestioa  of  remond  or  no  removal  n 
therefore  of  pressing  importanoe.  The  present  acheme,  we  observe,  practically 
admits  the  fact  that  the  residence  of  the  second  master  ia  onflt,  and  as  signboards 
affixed  to  it  inform  the  publie,  is  now  devoted  to  the  purposes  of  a  "  Working- 
man's  College,"  as  well  as  a  "  Penny  Bank."  The  other  residence,  however,  is 
considered  a  pretty  ^ood  one,  and  has  been  occupied  by  former  bead  masters  dur- 
ing the  whole  period  of  their  office. 

Independently,  however,  of  the  live  propositioi  -^  M  i  bmitted  by  Mr.  Man  by,  we 
do  not  think  that  the  trustee  will  hastily  proceed  ui  upsetting  the  present  scheme, 
which,  our  reiiders  will  remember,  was  purchased  at  a  oonsider&ble  oost^  and  after 
much  agitation,  unleaa  it  can  be  ahown  that  the  sehene  has  altogeUier  linled  in 
effsoting  the  contemplated  good,  and  nnleaa  it  can  be  further  shown  that  the 
thoKoagb  woxkingont  of  the  present  abheme  is  not  Hkely  to  meet  the  wants  of 
town,  and  theseiiDuenMnta  of  the  age: 

Tlie  application  for  die  ^ppoinbnent  of  new  truateea  has  called  fordi  tome  oh- 
sermtion,  inaasandi  aa  on  the  laat  q^pointmamt  a  large  number  of  names— thirty- 
two— were  proposed  to  fill  np  the  existing  seventeen  vacancies,  pnblic  notice 
bavins  been  given  in  the  advertisement  that  on  a  certain  day  the  Court  of  Chan- 
cery would  proceed  to  make  a  selection;  whereas  the  notice  of  the  present  con- 
templated api)Ueation  simply  iiuininates  the  re/juired  liUiubi  r  of  trustees  to  be  ap- 
pointed^  leaving  no  oppunamty  of  prdcxcucc  ki  liic  public;  andiL  i^mSso  singular 
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that  the  import aut  townships  of  liiistou,  Wiiienhall,  and  Wedoeaiield  shoaLdhsre 
been  overhjokcd  in  that  nomination. 

Tlicre  is  one  part  of  the  present  trustees'  plan,  as  it  is  at  present  understood, 
which  rsperifillif  reciuires  consideration,  and  that  is  ttie  seeming  tendency  to  build 
with  a  view  of  giving  the  institution  the  character  of  a  btwrding  sekool;  which  as 
one  of  tbe  apeaken  (Mr.  Foider)  at  the  Towii'hall  meeting,  in  May,  185S,  re- 
marked, amidst  Mkplaitae^  ms  *'aot  tbe  object  of  a  FtaeChramnar  SdhooL**  We 
infer  alap^  aooordingto  tbe  pUn  propoaed,  tbat  it  is  intended  to  bnild  but  one 
lendenee,  lo  tbat  it  might  appear  it  is  oontemplated  erentnaUrfo  abolish  the  office 
of  second  master.  Siqps^oaingi  howe?er,  that  the  present  second  master  should 
have  consented  to  any  such  arrangement,  we  think  it  is  open  to  discussion  how 
far  it  would  be  a  violation  of  the  founder's  intention  (that  there  should  be  "one 
master  and  one  usher"),  as  well  as  be  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  the  school. 

We  have  felt  it  a  duty  to  give  a  calm  and  dispassionate  consideration  to  this 
subject  •  and  as  tlie  trustees  of  the  school  can  have  no  private  interests  to  serve, 
we  trust  that  in  the  fulfilment  of  their  important  duties  they  will  do  their  utmost 
to  see  that  those  inhabitants  who  are  unable  to  send  their  sons  lo  the  public 
sdiools  of  tbe  oonntry,  may  ham  a  sonnd  and  nsefol  education  provided  for  their 
duUbren  in  their  natire  town,  as  the  benevolent  founder  intended  thqr  shoiiId»  and 
to  vbieh  fonnder's  Uberali^,  «e  believe,  many  of  tbdr  own  body  are  so  mndi  in- 
debtcd  for  tlir  ir  present  hc)nourable  position  amongst  their  feUoW-tOWnsmen.-^ 
Wolverkan^^  Ckroniele,  Mmck  \Uk^  1860. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  FIIEE  GRAJTMAR  SCHOOL,  1860. 

Tlead  MMlcr—The  Rev,  T.  11.  Campbell,  M.A.,  appointed  1S55,  salary  £250, 
and  house ;  £3  on  every  boy,  except  the  usher's  boaiders.  lie  has  at  the  present 
seven  boarders,  and  is  not  resident  in  the  school-house. 

Usier — The  Rev.  John  Gooch,  M.A-,  appointed  ISlC,  salary  £150  and  house 
(let  according  to  piovisian  of  the  scheme.)  £1  on  every  boy :  his  son  at  present 
tbe  only  boarder.  The  nsberia  non-resident. 

JmtiaMi  JfM^M^Ber.  W.  H.  Wood;  provided  by  head  master,  on  his  own 
piivate  arrangement. 

WfiHug  mid  JrUMmetuf  Mggfer^Ui.  T.  Gieen ;  appointed  1B41.— Saluy,  £75 ; 
10a.  on  every  boy. 

Didtrinr;  Masfer — Mr.  T.  Chittenden;  Trench  Matter — ^Monsicnr  Kottellc; 
Qtrman  Mastfr — Mr.  Voss.    £'20  each,    £1  per  an.  paid  by  each  boy  who  learns. 

the  boys  since  1855  pay  £  i  each  per  annum  to  liic  schoul  lunds,  except  the 
present  Ubher's  boarders,  whose  salary  wo^  lowered  £00  per  annum,  being  pieri- 
ously  £S0O,  without  any  fees. 

Every  boy  finds  his  own  books,  paper,  &c.,  at  his  own  expense. 
The  number  of  day-acbolars  60;  boarder^  8.   The  nnmber  of  boys  duxing 
the]BBthBlf<-jearwa8aboatlOBune^  vis.,  78.  Of  tbe  dsjscholais  seven  or  eight 
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mn  not  "nfapajmP  Mna,"  wlio  tte  entitled  by  tlie  Mtheme  iotiiefint  olaiiii  of 
mlwii—iqn  into  the  ««Jmm>1, 

J.  Sb  Rotter,  Eiq,,  is  Moratuy  to  the  tnut 


WOLYEBHAMFrON  FRJ5E  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL. 

To  the  Editor  qf  the  Woherhauipton  Chronich. 

Sir, — Your  article  of  the  lltii  instant  scorns  to  ruiUire  some  notify,  lest  it 
should  appear  as  if  there  were  an  unwillingucss  to  the  qu^tiou  of  the 
gniimiar  aohoolbefoie  the  judgment  of  piiUkopm  and  yet  I  soarceljr  know 
bow  to  aittwer  it»  beoiiue  tlie  touatees  luTeb  vihdLt  not  yet  fonned  any  nature 
detemunatloa  on  the  sukgect  When  the  new  trasteee  •»  appointed  they  will 
probably  loee  no  time  in  oommfinrang  action;  for  all  men,  I  think*  will  agree  with 
you  that  the  sooner  something  is  done  the  better;  and  you  may  be  sure  that  no 
adieme  will  be  sent  to  the  jndge  until  an  opportunity  lias  ]>een  given,  through 
your  columns,  for  all  objections  regarding  it  to  be  received  and  considered. 

Mean\rhile,  I  can  think  of  no  better  course  than  to  express  my  o^vn  opim'onfj 
upon  the  qu^tions  to  which  you  refer.  These  opinions,  in  the  main,  will  not  be 
found  to  differ  far  from  yours. 

You  say  well  that  the  revenues  are  so  large  that  they  may  be  expected  to 
maintain  a  iirst-dass  school.  I  feel  this  most  strongly ;  and  it  is  for  this  very 
reaaon  tiiat  I  am  anxiona  to  aee  ancii  buildings  erected,  and  aodi  anangementa 
ntade^  aa  nay  render  a  flnt«laas  edhool  poaiible;  for  I  aee  no  reaaon  why,  with 
proper<diange8» tiuanu^notbemadeoneof  thebeatadioolB(tf  ita  IdndinEngi' 
land;  and  I  shonld  think  it  a  great  pity  if  any  crude  and  unreaaonahle  anspicuna 
wen  to  interfere  with  the  attempt  to  attain  thia  end. 

Ton  espnn  some  dissatisfaction  that  there  are  so  few  boys  now  at  the  schooL 
T  heartily  a^rree  with  you.  There  are  this  quarter,  which  is  always  the  most 
scanty  quarter  in  the  year,  seventy  boys  in  all.  Of  these,  one  is  a  privileged  l)oy, 
eif^ht  are  boarders ;  fi\'e,  however,  out  of  these  boarders  are  childrofx  of  rate- 
payers. Seventy  is,  without  donbt,  not  a  suihcient  number,  c<jmpared  with  the 
size  of  the  toMH,  and  of  itself  raises  a  presumption  that  &0iue  alteration  in  the 
institution  is  required.  The  causes  to  whieh  the  smaUneia  of  thia  numher  ia  due 
areehiefly  two.  JPirstly,  many  parents  wOl  not  send  their  boys  to  school  in  ao 
objectionahle  alooality;  and,  secondly,  the  sduxd  eannot  now  give  that  aort  of 
education  whidi  is  so  mneh  required  in  a  town  like  tlne—X  mean  a  sound 
commercial  education,  oombined  wifli  a  amall  amount  ofr  classics.  This  latter 
cause  is  of  great  importance^  snd  I  would  earnestly  call  your  attention  to  it;  If 
the  soliool  is  ever  to  be  what  you  wish  it  to  be— a  first-class  school— it  must 
contain  a  distinct  commercial  department,  as  well  as  tiie  ordinary  classical  dr'part- 
ment  of  a  grammar  school.  It  is  a  duty  to  the  ratej^jiyers  that  some  such  change 
as  this  should  be  made;  for  at  present  the  education  given  at  the  school  is  only 
adapted  to  the  higher  classes  of  the  town,  and  without  tlus  change  cannot  be 
otherwise.  And  be  it  remembered  that  this  arrangement  is  no  innovation,  but  it 
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k  tiie  anrangement  of  all  the  best  town  achools  that  have  been  revived  of  Ute 
years,  and  especially  of  those  whose  gorcniTnent  is  in  the  hands  of  monicipal 
autkoritics.  There  is  no  reason  why  Wolverhampton  should  be  behind  other 
towns  in  this  respect. 

You  express  a  hope  that  the  trostces  will  not  disturb  the  present  scheme, 
"unless  it  can  be  shown  that  the  scheme  has  altogether  failed  in  effecting  tho 
contemplated  good,  and  unless  it  can  be  further  shown  that  the  thorough  working 
oat  of  the  presenfc  scheme  is  not  likely  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  town  and  the 
veqainmentaof  theage."  I  do  imtfbink  any  cue  caa  doubt  ilitt  these  oondifcuiM 
have  been  already  fuMled.  The  comparative  smallness  of  the  Bnmbcra  who 
attend  the  sebool  is  a  {liain  inoof  that  the  scheme  has  not  done  so  Bincli  good  to 
the  town  as  wns  anticipated ;  while  not  only  has  the  schciiic  been  thoronghly 
worked,  but  more  hiis  Ixm  done  for  1  he  school  than  it  contemplated,  namely,  by 
the  appointment  of  an  additioual  master  on  the  school  staff.  And  yet  the  scheme 
has  not  altogfether  failed ;  it  has  done  much  for  the  school,  and  we  owe  it  thanks. 
The  fact  is,  it  was  good  as  far  as  it  weut;  but  it  did  not  go  far  enough.  Its 
amogements  have  eoaUed  the  trnateea  to  pat  aside  a  poitxn  of  tie  iefennBB» 
and,  by  a  judicions  cmploynieiit  of  this  aorphu^  to  laise  monegr  to  aaaiat  m 
re.hiiildmg  the  achooL  Had  it  not  bean  for  thii^  the  le-biuldhig  would  hare  been 
inposaibk. 

There  arc  a  few  points  wbidi  you  mention  with  which  I  haTe  no  bnahieaB,  and 
to  which  it  would  not  be  seemly  m  me  to  refer  s  but  two  others  seem  to  require  a 

word,  and  both  arise  from  a  slight  misapprehensrion  of  the  nature  of  the  ehanges 
proposed  to  be  made.  You  ap{)ear  to  tliink.  that  it  has  been  intended  to  abolish 
the  office  of  second  master  ;  so  far  from  that,  it  has  been  proposed  to  have  two 
second  masters,  one  for  each  deijurtmcnt  of  the  school.  Again,  you  fear  that  it  is 
desired  "to  give  the  institution  the  character  of  a  boarding  schooL"  I  can  only 
say  that  I  fed  as  atnmgly  as  you  do  dwtancih  a  change  vmild  be  highly  improper— 
that  I  believe  anoh  has  never  apy  oiu^  and  that  H  ia  neither 

to  be  desired  nor  feared  that  the  tmstees  will  admit  any  more  boarders  than  ihef 
believe  may  be  admitted  to  the  advantage  of  the  whole  schooL 

These  few  remarks  of  mine  must  necessarily  be  imperfoc^  as  they  relate  to  an 
imperfect  matter,  and  I  do  not  venture  to  claim  for  them  any  authority;  but  1 
felt,  tliat  to  let  yuiir  article  pass  without  comment  would  not  be  what  is  due  to  the 
town,  or  to  the  courtesy  which  T  have  always  experienced  at  your  hands. 

1  have  the  iionour  to  be.  Sir,  your  faitiil'ui  servant, 

Graounar  School,  March lU,  im.  THE  HEAD  MASTER. 

[We  think  that  in  the  foregoing  letter  the  tendency  of  our  article  last  week 
baa  been  rather  misinterpreted.  Without  entering  mto  a  detailed  reply,  we  may 
remark,  that  if,  as  !Mr.  Campbell  intimates,  his  opinions  do  not  "  in  the  main" 
differ  far  from  ours,  we  hardly  see  why  he  should  be  so  anxious  to  guard  the  town 
against  our  auimadvrr«^ions.  Wc  readily,  however,  insert  liis  letter,  being  always 
i  deaurous  of  opening  our  columns  to  the  Intimate  discussion  of  any  subject  interest* 
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lag  to  the  public.  On  the  question  as  to  tlie  caus(^  of  there  being  so  few  boys 
now  in  the  school,  differcut  opinions  may,  of  course,  exist.  Mr.  Campbell  assigns 
two  causes— firstly,  that  many  parents  will  not  send  their  boys  to  school  to  so 
olgectioiiable  slociJitr.  The  sncwor  ve  bare  heard  Biven  to  tlua  la,  that  the 
locality  ia  no  worse  now  than  it  was  many  jrean  ago,  whenalarger  number  of 
boya  than  at  preaent  attended  the  adioo^  though  ishe  tKremisee  themaelvea  are 
nndonbtedlynotnowinsnohgoodoonditUML  TheaeooadxeaaonaBaignedbythe 
head  master  Ls  thai  "  the  school  «wMO#  nOW  give  that  sort  of  educatian  whidi  ia 
80  much  required  in  a  town  like  this— a  sound  coDimcrcial  education,  combined 
with  a  m/ill  aMoufit  of  classics."  Now  is  this  the  fact  ?  The  mstruction  pre- 
scribed by  the  ejtiating  sclicme  doesxinquestiouabl y  inrhulc  writing  and  arithmetic, 
or,  in  other  words,  a  commercial  education,  and  we  do  not  exactly  see  why  the 
school  cannot,  under  the  present  scheme,  give  tliat  kind  of  instruction.  If  the 
duties  of  the  head  master  and  second  master  in  the  education  of  seventy  boys  are 
ao  esoeedingljr  imeroos  that  they  eoald  not»  under  any  oironmstanoeB,  render  their 
aidintheeonuneteialdepaitmenl^  woalditnelbe  peaaible  tfaatapoitkn  of  the 
doty  of  the  additional  maater,  lately  appointed  on  tiie  aehool  BtaJ(  ahoold  be  to 
aaaiat  in  that  dq^artmcntP  A  staif  of  three  dergymeo,  one  oommeraial  maater, 
one  French  maater,  one  German  master,  and  one  drawing  master  for  the  education 
of  even  100  boys  seems  to  us  a  liberal  provision  out  of  the  funds  of  the  charity, 
and  if  it  be  true,  as  stated  by  the  head  master,  that  at  present  the  education  given 
at  the  Hohool  is  only  adapted  to  the  hi'.'her  classes  of  the  town,  whilst  the  existing 
scheme  undoubtedly  contemplates  the  uuparting  to  a  portion  of  flic  boys  at  least, 
a  commercial  education,  we  think  the  head  master  is  not  jualiiica  in  asserting 
that  "not  only  has  the  scheme  been  thoroughly  worked,  but  more  has  been  done 
for  the  school  than  it  oomtemplated."  If  an  additional  master^  to  assist  in  the 
eianioal  department  ean  be  appointed  nnder  the  present  acfaeme  we  apprehend 
that  an  additional  maater  in  the  eommeroial  department  may  alao  be  appointed. 
Tlwae  ate  points^  however,  whieh  wiU  no  doubt  be  well  oonaidered  by  the  troateea. 
—Ed.  W.  C] 


THE  BLUE  COAT  CHARITY  SCHOOL. 

The  origin  of  this  school  is  not  now  known,  but  it  appears 
to  have  been  established  above  a  centurj,  and  to  have  been 
supported  bj  volnntaiy  contributions,  aided  by  numerous 
legacies  and  donations,  many  of  them  of  considerable  size, 
amounting  from  the  year  1711  to  1810,  inclnsivej  to  the 
aggregate  sum  of  £2105  12s.  6d. 

In  what  manner  the  greater  part  of  these  benefactions  was 
disposed  of  cannot  now  be  appertained ;  but  in  the  year  1735, 
at  which  time  they  hud  amounted  to  £1225  12s.  6d.,  an  estate 
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al  Seiydon,  in  this  county,  was  purchased  witli  i.700  of  the 
charity  fuiids,  and  conveyed  to  five  trustees,  in  trust,  to  apply 
the  rents  and  profits  to  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  sc1i(k>1,  and 
to  promote  the  charity,  iu  such  manner  as  the  trustees  ol  the 
charity  school  should  direct ;  with  a  proviso  for  keeping  up  the 
number  of  trustees  to  five,  being  all  nihabitants  of  Wolver- 
hampton, the  preaching  minister  of  Wolverhampton  being  one. 
In  1756,  upon  a  re-appomtment  of  trosteeB,  the  number  was 
increased  to  26. 

In  1742,  a  further  convejanoe  was  made  to  other  tmsteeSj 
of  a  small  piece  of  ground  near  T^t ny-street,  in  Wolverhampton, 
and  three  dwelling-honses  and  outbnildingB  erected  thereon,  in 
tmst,  to  apply  the  rents  and  profits  to  the  ose  of  the  sohool,  as 
tiie  tmstees  of  the  school  should  dineot.  It  is  bdiered  that  this 
property  also  was  purchased  with  a  part  of  tiie  funds  belonging 
to  the  charity,  but  the  original  oonveyance  is  not  to  be  found, 
and  the  consideration  does  not  appear  from  the  redtels  in  the 
subsequent  trust  deeds ;  nor  can  any  information  on  the  subject 
be  derired  firom  the  books  of  the  charity,  the  accounts  from 
1788  to  1754  being  unforhinately  missing — a  circumstance 
which  has  occasioned  great  obscuiity  in  tracing  the  property  of 
this  school. 

A  further  purchase  was  made  by  the  trustees  in  1805,  of  the 
groat  tithes  of  the  estate  at  Scisdon,  for  the  sum  of  £250. 

After  the  year  1 785,  the  premises  at  Beisdon  and  in  Wolver- 
hampton were  all  vested  in  the  same  trustees ;  and  by  the  trust 
deeds,  which  bear  date  the  Gtii  and  7th  of  October,  1808,  they 
were  conveyed  to  the  Honourable  and  Beverend  Edward  Legge, 
then  dean  of  Windsor  and  Wolverhampton;  and  the  Ite7« 
Thomas  Walker,  preaching  minister  of  Wolverhampton,  and 
other  inhabitants  of  the  town ;  with  a  proviso,  that  if  any  of  the 
tmstees  should  refuse  to  act,  or,  except  the  said  Edward  Legge 
and  Thomas  Walker,  should  remove  their  habitation  from  the 
town  of  Wolverhampton,  the  estate  and  interest  of  such  trustee 
should  cease;  and  when  by  death  or  removal  the  number  of 
trustees  should  be  reduced  to  seven,  the  trust  estates  should  be 
conveyed  to  the  dean  and  preaching  minister  for  the  time  being, 
and  ten  or  more  othi  r  luhabitunts  of  Wolverhampton,  to  be 
chosen  by  the  rcuuiiiiiiig  tioistces. 
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The  estate  at  Seisdom  consists  of  a  farm-house  and  boildrnga, 
with  two  or  ihree  cottages,  and  80a.  Ob.  7p.  of  land,  principally 
pBStore,  scattered  about  the  parifili.  Preyiona  to  the  purchase 
of  the  tithes,  the  fann  was  let  for  £69  a-year.  In  1809^  the 
rent,  indading  titfaee,  was  raised  to  £110. 

Tiinber  baa  been  cat  on  this  estate  at  difierent  timeB,  wlnob 
prodnoed  in  1761,  £160;  in  1788,  £29  lOs.;  and  in  1801,  £80; 
in  the  whole,  £269  lOs.,  which  sum  appears  to  haye  been  carried 
to  the  general  aooonnt.  In  1799,  the  sum  of  £51 14s.  appeani 
to  have  been  paid  for  the  pnrchase  of  the  land«tax. 

The  property  in  Wolverhampton  consists  of  six  honses,  three 
in  Beny-street,  and  three  in  New-street,  and  a  plot  of  land. 

One  of  the  houses  in  Beny-street  is  made  nse  of  as  a 
residence  for  the  master  and  mistress  of  the  school,  and  for  the 
scholars.  At  the  l)ack  of  this  house  is  a  building,  erected  by 
the  trustees  in  1 70-3,  in  winch  the  schools  are  held. 

Besides  these  estates,  there  are  the  follnw-ing  sources  of 
permanent  revenue  belonging  to  this  charity  : — 

1.  — rent-charge  of  10s.,  payable  out  of  four  houses  in  St. 
John's-street  (formerly  called  John's-lane),  Wolverhampton. 
The  origin  of  this  cannot  bo  fixed,  except  from  the  benefaction 
table  in  the  church,  where  it  is  stated  to  have  been  given  by 
Mr.  Thomas  Dunn,  of  Wolverhampton,  in  the  year  1725.  The 
premises  on  which  the  annuity  is  charged  are  held  for  a  term  of 
1000  years,  created  by  Elizabeth  Allen,  in  1698 ;  tins  tenn 
became  Tested  in  Margaret  Dunn,  who,  in  1771,  derised  the 
honses  npon  oertam  trusts;  and  the  ezecntors  of  the  smriving 
devisee,  by  deed  of  the  29th  of  September,  1784,  assigned  the 
houses  (which  appear  to  have  been  then  five  in  nunber),  for  the 
remainder  of  the  term— one  to  William  Moore,  two  to  WilHam 
Bradley,  one  to  Olive  Hart,  and  one  to  Joseph  Meready — subject 
to  their  respective  shares  of  the  annual  rent  of  lOs.,  payable  to 
the  nse  of  the  charity  schools  of  Wolverhampton.  The  deed 
does  not  state  when,  or  by  v^hom,  the  charge  was  created  ;  but 
contains  a  covenant  to  produce,  among'  other  documents,  a  copy 
of  the  will  of  Thomas  Dunn,  dated  tho  23rd  September,  1725. 

2.  — A  Mrs,  Deakin  left  £100  to  the  school,  provided  the 
children  were  taken  in  to  bed  and  board,  within  a  certain  time 
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after  her  decease.  This  condition  not  having  been  complied 
with,  the  legacy  became  forfeited ;  bat  the  nephew  and  eKecntor 
of  Mrs.  Deakinj  the  Bev.  Thomas  Pearson,  declined  to  avail 
himself  of  the  Ibrfeitore,  and  gave  his  note  for  the  amonnt, 
dated  the  25th  December,  1809,  bearing  interest  at  five 
per  cent. 

3.  — A  snm  of  £75,  placed  in  the  hands  of  Hr.  Mitton,  the 
treasorer  of  this  charity,  to  be  applied  to  any  charitable  pnrpose, 
at  his  discretion,  was  appropriatd  by  him  to  the  use  of  tliib 

bchool,  and  secured  by  his  note  of  liand. 

4.  — Eight  pounds  a-yeai-  is  received  iVom  the  Marquis  of 
Stullord.  This  pa)  iiicnt  appears  to  have  been  annually  made  by 
the  stewjird  of  the  marquis  and  las  ancestors,  at  least  from  the 
year  1728,  and  to  have  been  always  called  a  subscription.  It 
is  imagined,  lioweTer,  to  have  some  reference  to  the  following" 
benefaction.  Sir  Richard  Leveson,  an  ancestor  of  the  marquis, 
by  his  will  dated  the  3rd  of  November,  1  <j(iO,  bequeathed  a  rent- 
charge  of  £5  to  the  poor  people  of  the  parish  of  Wolverhamp- 
ton, to  be  paid  annually  out  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  a  house 
in  Wolverhampton,  then  in  tlie  possession  of  John  Eichaidson, 
apothecary,  and  the  field  thereunto  belonging,  by  such  persons 
nirl  their  heirs  male,  to  whom  he  had  by  his  said  will  limited 
his  part  of  the  manor  of  Wolverhampton,  and  his  hinds  and 
tenements  there,  at  the  election  and  appointment  of  sneh  per- 
sons, what,  and  how  many  poor  people,  or  what  snm  of 
money  or  proportion  thereof  each  shonld  receive.  As  no 
other  trace  appears  of  this  rent-charge  having  ever  been 
paid,  it  is  supposed  to  have  formed,  and  stUl  to  form,  a  part  of 
this  annual  payment  of  £8  to  the  charity  sdiool.  This  diver- 
sion, however,  from  the  original  destination,  rests  on  mere  con- 
jecture, and  is  only  supported  by  the  absence  of  all  other  evi- 
dence respecting  the  rent-charge. 

It  appears  also,  that  John  Leveson,  of  Wolverhampton,  by 
his  will,  proved  at  Doctors'  Commons,  in  1605,  gave  £3  a-year; 
20s.  to  the  poor  of  Wolverhampton ;  20s.  in  ease  t)f  the  ])ogr 
towai'd  the  church  levies ;  and  20s.  towards  the  repair  of  the"**** 
pavements  ;  and  clnirged  the  annuity  on  his  lands  lately  pur- 
chased of  Edward  Oly  ver,  and  his  land  then  in  the  occupation 
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of  Balph  Bikhe,  As  there  is  no  evidence  of  the  payment  of 
this  annuity^  the  conjecture  is  reasonahle  that  this  benefaction 
had  in  &ct  been  added  to  Sir  Bichard  Lereson's^  and  ihns  made 
up  the  £8  a^year,  paid  by  Lord  Stafford  to  the  charity  school. 
Yetj  as  this  John  Leveson  belonged  to  a  different  branch  of  the 
fiunOy  from  that  which  intermarried  with  tiie  ancestors  of  the 
marquis^  it  may  inyalidate  this  conjecture. 

5.  — The  trustees  are  also  possessed  of  £803  18s.  stocky  in 
the  Si  per  cents.^  producing  an  annual  dividend  of  £26  2s.  6d. 
This  has  arisen  from  donations  and  savings  of  income^  but  the 
transactions  respecting  the  funded  property  arc  involved  in 
considerable  obsciu'ity.  The  first  ])urcliasc  of  stock  appears  to 
liave  been  in  the  year  1797.  In  1808,  the  amount  of  stock  was 
£3UU  three  per  cent,  consols,  and  £100  three  per  cent,  reduced 
annuities.  In  1810,  it  seems  that  all  the  three  per  cent,  stock 
was  sold,  and  the  produce,  together  with  two  donations  of  £100 
each,  received  that  year,  invested  in  the  purchase  of  the  above- 
mentioned  sum  of  18013  IBs.  four  per  cents. 

There  were  further  sums  left  in  the  hands  of  the  bank  at 
Wolverhampton,  for  which  £17  10s.  interest  per  annum  is  paid. 

6.  — ^The  trustees  are  entitled  to  some  property,  both  in 
possession  and  reversion^  under  the  wiU  of  John  Mansell^ 
bearing  date  the  8th  of  March,  1801,  by  which  he  bequeathed 
the  following  annuities,  issuing  out  of  several  proportional 
shares  of  five  per  cent  annuities^  created  by  act  24e,  George  111,, 
for  the  lives  of  the  respective  legatees^  viz*---to  his  nieces,  Ann 
ManseU,  and  Hannah  ^e  wife  of  Samuel  Insl^,  £10  10s.  each; 
and  to  his  nieces,  Elizabeth  wife  of  Thomas  AJlbtitt,  and  Mary 
wife  of  Thomas  Blaaney,  £5  5s.  each.  And  also  the  following 
annuities,  issuing  out  of  several  proportionate  shares  of  consoli- 
dated long  annuities,  for  the  lives  of  the  respective  legatees, 
viz. — ^to  his  niece,  Margaret  ManseU ^  £8 ;  to  his  nephew,  John 
ManseU,  £1 2  j  to  his  niece,  Sarah  the  wife  of  WiUiain  Henshaw, 
£6 ;  to  his  nephew,  Samuel  Mansell,  £6 ;  and  to  his  niece,  Ann 
Pye,  £16 ;  and  after  the  decease  of  his  said  nephews  and  nieces, 
or  any  one  of  them,  he  gave  each  of  their  several  annuities,  and 
the  stock  from  which  they  issued,  to  and  for  the  charitable  use 
and  behoof  of  those  poor  boys  and  girls  who  were  or  should  be 
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admitted  into  tbe  Blue  or  Charity  School  at  WolyeAampton,  for 
ever  towards  maintaining,  washing,  and  lodging  of  as  mflny  as 
that'  addition  wonid  admit,  by  the  prudent  management  and 
discretion  of  his  nephew,  Samuel  Mansell,  whom  he  made  his 
sole  executor  and  trustee  of  that  his  charitable  donatacm.  He 
also  gave  to  the  use  of  the  poor  boy«  and  girls  admitted  mto 
ihe  school  a  further  share  of  stock  in  the  consolidated  long 
annuities,  producing  iC,  per  annum,  and  all  the  residue  that  he 
should  thereafter  purchase  in  that  fund. 

It  appears  that  after  making  his  will,  the  testator  purchased 
iS  a-year  more  long  annuity ;  that  his  niece,  Hannah  Insley,  to 
Whomhe  bequeathed  an  annuity  of  £10  lUs.,  died  in  his  lifetime ; 
and  that  in  ihe  year  1808,  after  his  death,  his  niece,  Elizabeth 
Allbutt,  to  whom  he  had  left  an  annuity  of  £5  os.,  also  died. 
To  these  annual  sums,  and  the  stock  producing  them,  together 
with  the  £6  a-year  long  annuity,  given  by  the  will,  immediately 
to  the  use  of  the  school,  the  charity  has  become  entitled,  via., 
to  Elizabeth  Allbutf  s  annuity,  from  the  time  of  her  death,  and 
to  the  others  from  ihe  testator's  death,  which  took  phwe  in 
J  anuar>%  1 802.   The  executor,  Samuel  ManaeU,  having  refused 
to  transfer  the  stock,  and  pay  the  arrears  due  to  the  chari^, 
the  trustees,  in  the  year  1810,  filed  an  information  agamat  him 
in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  to  compel  such  transfer  and  payment. 
The  income  of  the  school  in  1854,  was  as  follows 

.  ,   ISO  0  0 

Farm  at  beisdon   5  0  0 

Manorial  dues   •  •  ♦  *"• * xj.  iq  n 

Three  houses  Midland  iaNew-slwet   8  10  0 

Houae  in  Berry-itwet  »   0  10  0 


£80B  18«.  8d.  in  the  3i  per  otnt.  consols 
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»,«uo  7>.  lid- in  the  3  per  cent,  consols   ^1  3  0 

£661108.inthe3iperoent.oonsob  ■••  ^  ^  ^ 

Wjiine's  Charity   8  0  0 

Duke  of  Sutherland   ^ 

Interest  on  donations  in  Wolverhampton  Bank.   "  *^ 

319  4  4 

  76  17  8 

PiodnoeofSemou   __  

£396  2  0 
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Thd  deficiency,  then  amounting  to  £98  5s.  was  ad- 

vanced by  tlie  treasurer.  The  total  receipts  for  1859,  were 
£444  lis.  4d.  ITie  payments  (including  a  Lalance  due  to  the 
treasurer  of  £108  6s.  2d.),  amounted  to  i^ld  78. 34d.,  ezcIoBiTe 
of  about  £60  incorrod  for  repairs. 

The  excess  of  ezpenditnre  beyond  the  permanent  income  is 
supplied  by  an  annual  collection  at  each  of  the  two  parish 
ohnrches ;  at  the  one  in  the  morning,  and  at  the  other  in  the 
evening.  The  sermons  of  1859  prodnced  only  abont  £50.  In 
that  year  £400  were  laid  ont  in  repairing  the  property  in  Berry- 
street.  At  the  present  date,  the  rent  of  the  farm  at  Seisdon 
has  been  raised  to  £145,  on  acconnt  of  the  repairs  done  thereon. 

Mr.  Thomas  Emerton  and  his  wife  were  appointed  on  4th 
1859,  and  receiye  £60  per  ann.,  and  board  and  lodging. 
They  have  50  boys  and  40  girls  to  teach :  twelye  of  the  latter 
are  boarded,  lodged,  and  clothed  entirely  free,  and  the  day 
scholars  are  taught  free  also.  Eight  of  the  boys  are  clothed, 
fed,  and  educated.  The  children  make  and  knit  all  the  school 
clothing.    The  school  is  under  govt'rnmeut  inspection. 

Trustees  (appointed  1837.) — George  Briscoe^  Wm.  Bailey, 
Henry  Crane,  Esqrs.,  Rev.  W.  Dalton,  Jos.  Farmer,  Wm. 
Fleming  Frver,  Henry  Gibbon??^  Henry  Hill,  Alex.  Hordem, 
Joseph  Norton,  Wm.  Parke,  Henry  Rogers,  Wm.  Savage,  Rd. 
Shelton,  Wm.  Tarratt,  Joseph  Underhill,  Wm.  Warner,  Uoo* 
Hoiyoake,  Bichd.  Warner,  and  Thos.  Yorke^  Esqrs. 


GENERAL  GHAIUTIES. 

Those  under  the  management  of  the  minister  and  church- 
wardens of  St.  Peter's  amount  to  about  £60  per  an.^  and  are 
distributed  weekly  in  bread.  In  some  of  these  cases  the  do- 
nor's orders  are  not  regarded,  but  the  arrangement  has  been 
so  long  adopted  that  it  is  not  considered  desirable  to  go  back 
to  the  orders  of  the  benefactors.  The  charities  under  other 
management  are  as  follows : — 

Anohtmoub. — £2  12s.  per  an.  ont  of  a  house  in  Market- 
placo,  comer  of  Lichfidd>street,  in  weekly  bread,  at  the  door 
of  the  house,  every  Saturday  morning. 

2p  ♦ 
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Sutton's  Chauity. — Thomas  Sutton  (1707),  408.  p«r  an.^ 
otil  of  three  booses  in  LitfcLe's-lane^  to  80  poor  widows,  on  Sfe* 
ThomaB'a-dAj,  by  the  tnutees  of  the  ohsp^  in  St.  John-street. 

Bboidlit's  Cbabitt. — Robert  Brindley  (1668%  interest  of 
£100,  for  attending  eyening  lectore  in  Hbe  parish  ohnroh. 

Tusxon^s  GHABET7.— -Joseph  Tnrton  (1700),  £5  per  on.  to 
40  poor  widows,  oat  of  Mr.  Howell's  estete,  near  the  town. 

Dbakxh'b  CnABiTT.*^WiIlimn  Dealrin  (1765),  the  interest  of 
£200  in  bread,  weeldj,  at  St.  John's  dmrcih. 

Nechbu/s  Chabitt. — ^William  Nechell,  the  rent  of  20  acres 
of  land,  at  Coven  heathy  (now  about  £40)  for  paling  the  streets. 

KoGERs's  Charity. — llenry  Rogers  (1850),  a  merchant, 
erected  twelve  almshonseH  on  Wednesfield  Heath,  and  leffc  -is. 
per  week  for  each  of  the  inmates. 

DOLES, 

Under  tie  mmgemnU  tkt  MimiiUr  tmi  Ckurekwordeiu, 
There  are  sevOTal  small  annnities  payable  to  the  poor  of 
Wolverhampton,  nsually  called  Doles,  which  are  received  by 
the  chuTGhwardens,  and  are  by  them,  with  the  sanction  of  the 
minister  of  the  parish,  brought  into  a  general  ftmd,  and  appHed 
in  a  weekly  distribution  of  bread.  The  application  of  these 
doles,  it  w£Q  be  seen,  are  in  manj  instances  a  departure  from 
the  directions  of  the  different  benefiu^rs,  but  it  is  not  thought 
desirable  to  disturb  it: 


ILiL  WOL  VEiiUAMTTON  CnARlTIES. 
To  (he  Editor  of  the  H'olterhamptoH  Chronicle. 

Sir,— Tn  the  chancel  of  rr.ir  old  church  arc  recorded  no  leas  thin  fifty  seven 
benevolent  gifts — the  munificence  of  bygone  days, — and  principally  1*  i  t  i  nr  i  he  poor 
and  needy  of  this  township.  Fifteen  only  remain,  and  their  Jinnuiil  value  has 
diminished  down  to  i;26,  (I  speak  irrespectiTe  of  Hinton's  Charity,  asthefotmder 
Bominated  the  dnueh  to  be  the  exclusive  dmooer  of  his  bequest) ;  so  that  thirtj- 
one  of  fheae  cfaaritiee  (tense  the  language  of  the  obindiwsdBiiB)  ere  loet^  and 
wren  of  the  snmberizekft  <m  bnded  popeKft  ^  poaseewn  of  wliioh,  it  is 
hoped,  viU  beoompeDfidto  reetora  them. 

lir.  Gough,  in  1608,  left  £20  in  land.  It  would  be  interaetiiig  to  aaoeitun 
the  present  holder,  and  the  value  of  the  gift  in  these  days. 

Mr.  Lf^veson  1*  ft  a  vafaiablfi  chsri^  in  Und.  This  chMity  like  the  above,  has 
got  into  other  hands. 
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Mr.  Nechell,  a  mcrclmut  of  tlie  staple,  left  twcniy  acres  of  land,  amounting 
at  the  time  to  a  yearly  rental  of  £♦>  13s.  kl.  It  now  procluccs  the  cumual  sum  of 
£50.  The  Corporation  liold  thi^  charily,  but  unUer  what  tenure  they  can  better 
explain  iliaa  I  canvas  it  is  not  a  paioehial  one  exdnsively. 

Boger  Hinton,  of  fiidcenoote,  of  whom  I  have  before  ipoken,  left  the  vholo 
of  hia  farm,  in  1687,  to  the  poor  of  roMbwy/ow,  Zms4/W,  WiU$aa,  &agord, 
and  FarM^.  Each  of  these  places  dnma  nov  an  anmial  anm  of  £38 17s.  8(L 
From  docomenta  that  hare  been  in  my  poncssion,  I  am  enabled  to  speak  of  this 
charity  having  been  left  by  its  founder  upon  the  Samaritan  principle.  He  neither 
meant  the  poor  R  i  nan  Cat  holic  nt>r  the  Dissenter  to  be  excluded  from  its  benefits^ 
nor  were  they  under  distribution  in  one  of  the  towns  above  named. 

I  might  enumerate  other  valuable  charities,  such  as  the  Free  Grammar  School, 
the  Blue  CJoat  School,  &c.  The  hereditary  rights,  howe\'cr,  that  arc  claimed  for 
their  management  and  control  lead  me  to  inquire  if  thobc  charitiea  belong  to  the 
inihabitaats^  or  were  left  far  tSieir  benefit. 

A  reeenft  Act  of  Pluiiainent  calls  iqimn  the  tnutees  on  or  before  the  85th  of 
llanh,  in  ereiy  year,  to  md^e  np  their  aoooants,  to  be  prosented  at  the  vksA 
fenenl  Easter  meetinit,  and  nunted  in  the  vestiy  books.  Another  clause  of  this 
valnable  act  (without  any  cost  to  the  town)  enables  the  Charity  Tmat  Commis- 
sioners to  make  inquiries  into  these  charities  and  to  regulate  their  expenditure,  in 
accortlancc  with  the  will  of  the  founder.  Tt  is  to  be  hoped,  sir,  that  we  shall 
avail  ourselves  of  the  assistance  of  these  Commissioners. 

T  trust  to  the  indulgence  of  your  readers  for  the  obtru-sion  of  tiu\se  remarks. 
I  seek  no  object  but  the  welfare  of  others.  I  may  lament  tlie  apathy  wltich 
prevails  on  this  subject,  as  I  would  rather  relegate  to  abler  hands  the  agitation  of 
these  peaoeable  snbieels.  One  thing,  however,  mnst  be  admitted,  that  if  the 
oharitiea  of  past  agea  find  no  better  tmsteeship  fiian  I  hare  sUnded  to,  it  is  bat 
poor  enoonmgemmt  to  fntore  benerolenoe. 

Within  the  last  few  years  we  hare  witnessed  the  revenues  of  our  church 
property  in  this  locality  taken  from  as,  smonnting  to  a  sum  little  short  of  £10,000 
per  annum,  and  the  only  legacy  left  us  was  an  old  dilapidated  church  and  a  half- 
paid  clergy,  amidst  the  awful  amount  of  spiritual  destitution  existing  amonpst  so 
large  and  rapidly  increasing  a  population.  Other  towns  successfully  protested 
against  this  wholesale  abstraction  of  their  ecclesiastical  revenues,  but  ^\ Olvcr- 
hampton  was  silent  on  the  subject,  and  she  will,  in  all  probability,  see  her  revenues 
devoted  to  enrich  the  new  Episcopate  of  St.  Alban*!^  instead  of  being  employed 
in  mstrocting  90,000  poor  sool^,  eiistoig  within  a  cinmit  of  five  mOes  of  her 
drardies. 

I  sm,  8ir,  jour  obedient  sernaoti, 

EOBEET  SIDNEY. 

Wolretfaampton,  Maioh  19, 1860. 
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Coexusf,  in  Sedgele^j  Hes  m  its  limits  within  two  miles  of 
Dudley,  Bilston,  and  Wolverliampton ;  it  contains  5170  acres 
of  landj  and  30,000  inhabitants — ^haying  trebled  its  population 
in  haJf  a  centmy.  Earl  Dudley  is  lord  of  the  manor.  This 
parish  contains  no  less  than  25  places  of  worship.  The 
National  Schools  teach  abont  1200  scholars,  most  of  the  schools 
having  residences  attached  for  the  teachers;  there  is  also  a 
school  in  Can  Lane,  founded  in  1832,  for  the  education  uf  tlie 
orphans  whose  parents  (290)  died  uf  the  cholera  in  that  year. 
A  svibscription  is  raised  sufficient  to  provide  education  for  100 
Bchohirs. 


COSELEY  MEETING  HO  USE  SCHOOL. 

By  indenture  dated  20th  January,  1753,  between  Samuel 
Timins  of  Oldbury,  in  the  |)arish  of  Hales  Owen,  and  Sarak 
his  wife,  Jane  Turton,  of  Cotwall-end,  in  the  parish  of  Sedgeley^ 
widow,  (which  said  Sarah  and  Jane  are  described  as  being  sis- 
ters, and  co-heirs  of  John  Smith,  deceased,]  Samuel  Qoum, 
and  eight  others,  of  the  one  part ;  and*  Job  Manllin,  and  thir- 
teen others,  of  the  other  part;  recitii  indentures  of  lease  and 
re-lcasc,  dated  lOtli  nnd  11th  February  precedin;^'',  uiade  be- 
tween the  said  Samui  1  'J'imius  nnd  Sarah  his  wile,  and  Jane 
Turton  of  the  one  |)art,  aud  llie  said  Samuel  Bourn,  and  others, 
being  the  parties  of  the  hrst  part  iu  tho  deed  now  abstracUug, 
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of    the    other   part,    whertby    Suuiuel    Timins    and  Sarah 
his  wife,  and  Jtine  Turton,  for  the  isetllmg  of  the  iciiumeuts 
and  premises  therein  end  in  the  abstracting  deed  after  men- 
tioned,  for  the  charitable  uses  therein  expressed,  granted  and 
released  the  same  to  the  use  of  Samuel  Timing^  Samuel  Bourn, 
and  others,  the  sun'ivors  and  survivor  of  them,  and  the  lieirs 
and  assigns  of  such  survivor,  in  trust,  that  the  rents  BSkd  profits 
thereof  should  be  laid  out  in  buying  books  for  the  use  of  such 
and  so  many  poor  children  residing  in  Coaeley  and  Sedgeley, 
and  paying  a  schoolmaster  to  teach  and  instruct  them  to  read, 
as  the  trustees  should  think  fit;  and  further  reciting,  tliat 
Samuel  Timina,  and  Sarah  his  wife^  and  Jane  Turton  did 
ihereby  declare  that  their  true  intent  and  meaning  had  been, 
and  then  was  (although  it  was  omitted  in  the  recited  deed],  that 
the  poor  children  to  be  taught  to  read,  should  be  chosen  from 
those  residing  in  Coseley  and  the  neighbourhood  thereabouts, 
but  within  the  parish  of  Sedgeley ;  and  that  they  should  be 
taught  in  a  school  already  erected  in  Coseley  for  teaching  poor 
children  to  read.    It  was  witnessed^  that  Samuil  Timins,  and 
Sarah  his  wife,  and  Jane  Turtcn,  together  with  Samuel  Bouni, 
and  others,  at  the  request  of  Tim  ins,  and  Sarah  his  wife,  and 
Jane  Turton,  as  will  for  the  supplying  the  afore-nuiitioned 
omission,  as  for  tin-   bi'ttiT  preserving    the    chnritahh^  use, 
granted,  ro-leascd^  and  coniirmed  to  Job  Maullin,  and  others, 
the  survivoi's  and  snrvivor  of  them,  and  the  heirs  and  assigns 
of  such  survivor,  all  those  cottages  or  dwelling-houses  known 
by  the  sign  of  the  Bear,  and  also  the  stable  and  shop  thereto 
belonging,  in  Coseley  aforo:<aid;  to  hold  the  same,  with  their 
appurtenances,  unto  Job  Maullin,  and  others,  to  the  use  and 
behoof  of  Samuel  Timins,  Samuel  Bourn,  and  others,  and  Job 
Maullin,  and  others,  in  trust,  to  employ  the  rents  in  the  maimer 
hetoTfi  mentioned. 

By  indenture  dated  13th  October,  1790,  between  John 
Thompson  and  others,  of  the  one  part,  and  John  Finch  and  81 
others,  of  the  other  part ;  it  was  witnessed,  that  the  parties  of 
the  first  part  conveyed  the  premises  above-mentioned,  there 
described  as  four  cottages  or  dwelling-houses,  formerly  the 
Bear,  to  the  parties  of  the  second  part,  upon  the  trust  aforesaid. 
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tiie  school  in  wbicli  the  ehildmi  were  to  be  taught  being 
described  as  adjoming  to  the  IVesbyterian  meetnig  house  in 
Goseley ;  and  it  was  provided,  that  when  the  tmstees  shonld  be 
redneed  to  serenj  they  should  appoint  25  other  sabstantial 
peraonsj  to  whose  lue,  with  tfaemselyes,  Uie  property  should  be 
oonveyed  on  the  tmsts  aforesaid. 

By  an  entry  in  the  chapel  book  belonging  to  the  trustees  of 
the  Coselcy  meeting  liouse,  it  appears,  that  in  the  year  \7oo,  a 
new  barn  was  erected  on  an  estate  called  the  Coppice,  belong- 
ing to  those  trustees,  which  was  erected  in  part  with  £20  given 
to  the  school  at  Coseley  meeting  house  by  Mr.  Joseph  Kettle, 
on  which  account  the  yearly  sum  of  £1  was  to  be  applied  to  the 
use  of  the  school.  Signed  by  three  gentlemen,  probably  then 
elders  of  the  meeting  honse. 

The  whole  extent  of  the  premises  conveyed  by  the  above 
deeds  hardly  exceeds  a  quarter  of  an  acre  of  ground.  As  there 
were  collieries  on  both  sides,  it  was  thought  advisable  to  sell 
the  mines  nnder  the  land^  and  the  sale  was  effected  in  1809^ 
and  the  coals  demised  for  21  years  from  Michaelmas  in  that 
year;  and  in  1818,  the  sum  of  £268  IBs.  lid.  was  received  by 
the  treasurer  of  the  charity,  as  the  whole  produce  of  the  sale. 

Of  this  amount,  the  sum  of  £172  17s.  4d.  was  taken  by  the 
trustees  of  the  meeting  honse,  and  laid  out  in  the  improvement 
of  their  own  premises;  and  in  a  memorandum  entered  at 
that  time  in  the  school  account  book  this  application  is  noticed^ 
and  it  is  said  that  the  trustees  of  the  meeting  house  are  to  pay 
£5  per  cent,  interest,  and  to  repay  the  principal  when  the  mines 
were  sold  under  an  estate  of  their  own,  oUled  the  Coppice 
estate. 

The  remaining  £95  188.  7d.  remained  in  the  hands  of  the 

treasnrer,  for  which  he  allowed  five  per  cent,  interest,  which  is 
carried  regularly  to  tlie  account. 

At  the  time  the  mines  were  demised,  Messrs.  Grazebrook 
and  Whitehouse,  the  lessees,  also  ngi-eed  to  give  £25  yearly  for 
the  surface  and  the  building ;  and  they  were  to  leave  them  at 
the  end  of  the  term,  in  tlie  same  state  in  which  they  found 
them.   The  mines  under  the  Coppice  state  have  been  since  sold. 
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The  income  of  the  school  in  1822  was ^ 

£    S.  D. 

Rent  of  surface  ground  and  bouses   25   0  0 

Intereaftofi^  188.7d   i  15  9 

Pkynenft  ficmn  Chippioe  estate,  on  aooomd  10  0 

1230  15  9 

There  is  a  scliool  lield  in  the  vestry  room  of  the  meeting 
house,  to  which  the  tnistoos  sond  as  many  poor  children  as  the 
funds  will  afford  to  pay  for.  In  the  course  of  tlie  year 
1821,  twenty-eight  boys,  on  an  average,  were  instructed  in 
reading,  writings  and  acconntB^  at  6s.  a  quarter  each ;  and  ten 
younger  children  in  reading  only,  at  3s.  each  a  qnartcr. 

The  expense  incurred  for  the  instraction  of  these  children 
in  the  same  year,  was  £39  Ss. 

The  children  are  permitted  to  remain  as  long  as  their 
parents  choose.  They  are  sapplied  with  school-books  from 
tiie  dutritjj  at  on  expense  of  about  50s.  a-year,  npon  aa 
average.  They  pay  for  copybooks  themselTes. 

A  preference  is  given  in  seleettng  the  children  to  the  poor 
of  the  congregation  belonging  to  the  meeting  house ;  bnt  if 
there  is  room,  and  the  fonds  alhm;  others  are  taken;  and 
there  are  several  in  the  school  who  do  not  belong  to  the 
meeting ;  sometimes  girls  are  admitted,  but  the  scholars  aro 
chiefly  boys. 

The  accounts  are  submitted  to  the  trustees  every  year  or 
two,  and  signed  by  them. 

The  school  is  still  earned  on,  and  varies  but  litUe  year  by 
year  in  any  particular. 


GBNEBAL  CHABITIES. 

Bradley  and  others'  Charities.  ^Thomas,  Mary,  and 

Kichard  Bradley^  and  Capt.  Dudley,  £3  10s.  per  annum. — John 
Perry,  10s.  per  aniiuui. — E.  Piuson,  D.  Walter,  and  A.  Webb, 
£9  10s.  per  annum. — These  are  distribnt-ed  at  Christmas. 

Jewkes's  Chabitt. — John  Jewkes  (1717),  £12  per  annum, 
fcMT  18  poor  widows. 

Cox*s  CuARiTY. — Edward  Cox  (1810),  £1  10s.  per  annum, 
for  threepenny  loaves  to  120  poor  people,  on  St.  Thomaa's-day. 
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Tamworth,  or  Tainowui  lli,  IVom  the  river  Tame,  on  the  north 
bank  of  which  it  is  situated,  is  an  ancient  borougli,  seven  miles 
east  of  Lichheld.  The  western  half  of  the  town,  in  wliich  the 
parish  church  is  situated,  is  in  Staffordshire,  and  the  eastern 
half,  with  the  castle  and  market-place,  in  in  Warwickshire. 
The  parish  ooniauis  9847  acres  of  land,  and  9000  people. 

.  SeTeral  instances  of  longevity  hare  oocoiFed  here,  viz. 
JohnMeggs  (1769),.  aged  101;  Thomas  Fletcih  (1590),  aged 
102;  William  Fasher  (1785),  aged  118;  and  William  Tan 
(1769),  aged  121,  who  oatUved  144  of  his  desceadants,  and 
left  £10,000  for  charitable  nses. 

Tannvortli  was  the  favorite  reRidence  of  the  Mercian  kings, 
and  many  of  their  charters  were  dated  from  Tauiene^  n'ii  lL''e,  or 
Tamemndina,  as  it  was  styled;  one  of  these  was  to  the  monks 
of  Worcester,  from  the  celebrated  Offa,  in  781.  Tamworthwas 
completely  destroyed  by  the  Danes,  and  rebuilt  by  £thelfieda 
in  918,  who  died  here  in  920. 

Tamworih  gives  to  Earl  Ferrers  the  title  of  Viscount  Tam- 
worth.  The  first  Sir  Robert  Peel,  of  Drayton  Manor,  repre* 
sented  the  borongh  from  1790  to  1820,  and  his  son  from  1880 
to  1850 ;  his  grandson  now  represents  it. 

Thomas  Guy,  the  founder  of  Guy's  Hospital,  Southwark, 
and  of  the  Tarn  worth  Almshouses,  was  M.  P.  here  from  1695 
to  1707, 
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TAMWORTH  FREE  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL. 

By  letters  patent  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  dated  the  10th  Oct., 
in  the  30fh  rear  of  her  reio^n,  recitinsr  that  the  commissioners 
appointed  bj  letters  patent,  oti  the  20Dh  June,  '2nd  Edward  YL, 
had  appointed  that  a  certain  grammar  school,  which  had  long 
before  *  been  established  within  the  parish  of  Tamworth,  in  the 
county  of  Stafford^  should  be  continued,  and  that  one  Nicholas 
Brooke  should  enjoj  the  place  of  schoolmaster  there,  and  have 
annually  for  his  stipend,  £10  ISs.  2\d.  as  had  been  theretofore 
from  old  time  answered  to  him,  and  had  directed  that  the  same 
should  be  paid  by  the  auditor  and  receiyer  of  the  court  of 
augmentation  and  revenues  of  the  Crown  of  the  said  county  of 
BtaflEbrd;  the  ssid  Queen  granted  that  there  should  be  one 
grammar  school  in  Tamworth^  which  should  be  called  the  Free 
Grammar  School  of  Elizabethj  Queen  of  England,  in  Tamworth, 
tcft  the  education  and  instruction  of  boys  and  youths  in  gram- 
mar, to  continue  for  all  fhture  time,  and  to  consist  of  one  master 
or  pedagogue ;  and  she  appouited  Hie  baili&  and  commonality 
of  the  town  of  Tamworth,  to  be  a  body  corporate,  by  the  name 
of  the  guardians  and  governors  of  the  possessions,  revenues, 
and  goods  of  the  Free  Grammar  School  of  Elizabeth,  Queen  of 
England,  in  Tamworth;  and  she  gave  them  power  of  appointing 
the  schoolmaster ;  she  also  granted  to  the  guardians  and  gover- 
nors of  the  school,  an  annual  rent  of  £10  13s.  2id.  for  the 
wages  and  fee  of  the  masters  of  the  school,  to  be  paid  in  man- 
ner aforesaid. 

The  charter  of  the  corporation  of  Tamworth,  dated  17th 
February,  16th  Charles  2nd,  confirms  the  grant  of  the  free 
grammar  school,  and  incorporates  the  bailiffs  of  the  town  of 
Tamworth,  by  the  names  of  the  guardians  and  governors  of  the 
possessions,  revenues,  and  goods  of  the  free  grammar  school  of 
Queen  Elizabeth  of  England,  in  Tamworth;  and  directs  that 
the  guardians  and  governors,  with  the  consent  of  the  higk 

•  There  is  a  guild  of  St.  Geoi^  in  Tamworth,  and  to  it  belonged  £5  land  per 
•onnm,  and  of  lute  otie  Jolm  Bailie  g.iTe  other  £'t  land  unto  it,  and  tlicrewiih  it 
noir  erected  a  grammar  school.  Leloud'it  Itin.  vol.  4,  pL  2,  fol,  I69f  orig.  MSS* 
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steward  of  ihe  borongb^  should  have  power  to  make  statates 
for  the  government  of  the  school;  and  that  the  master  shoold 
be  appointed  by  the  guardians  and  g^remorsi  and  the  twenty* 
four  capital  bnrgeeses  of  the  town^  assembled  in  common  hall; 
and  the  charter  grants  to  the  gnardians  and  goyemors,  the 
ancient  annuity  of  £10  ISs.  2id.  for  the  wages  of  the  school- 
master; and  also  a  honse  and  garden,  with  the  appurtenances, 
in  Tamworth,  commonly  called  the  schooUhoose  ( ''and  for  the 
school  then  nsed,'')  for  the  dwelling  of  the  schoolmaster. 

In  respect  of  this  annuity^  the  schoolmaster  receives  £7  ISs. 
from  the  office  of  fee-fiurm  rents  of  the  Grown,  in  Lyon's  Inn, 
London,  the  remainder  being  deducted  for  land-tax  and  fees  of 
office;  these  fees  sliould  be  discontinued, — £3  out  of  £10  is  a 
gross  imposition. 

The  school  premises  granted  by  King  Charles's  chart^r^ 
consist  of  a  good  sized  dwelling-house,  very  old,  but  in  tole- 
rably good  repair,  with  a  small  garden,  occupied,  rent  free,  by 
the  master,  and  a  large  school-room  adjoining,  situate  in  Gun- 
gate-street.  There  is  no  fond  for  the  repair  of  these  premises. 
The  dwelling-house  is  repaired  by  the  schoolmaster.  The  school- 
room was  re-bnilt  by  a  subscription  of  the  inhabitants  in  1677^ 
and  they  have  occasionally  contributed  to  repair  it. 

The  revenues  of  the  school  have  been  increased  by  the 
following  benefinctions : — 

NsTHBBBOLi's  GnT.— Sir  Francis  Nethersole^  who  died 
16599  ^7  A  codicfl  to  his  wiUj  appointed^  at  tiie  request  of 
Thomas  Foz^  Esq.,  the  sum  of  £5  yearly,  to  the  sdioohnaster 
of  Tamworth,  for  evetv  upon  condition  Uiat  all  such  children  of 
the  town  of  Polesworth  and  Warton,  as  should  be  minded  to 
learn  tiie  Latin  and  Greek  tongaes,  so  as  they  should  not 
exceed  the  number  of  six  at  one  time,  and  aboald  be  approved 
of  by  hifi  tmstees  therein  named,  and  their  heirs,  or  the  mijor 
part  of  them,  under  their  hands,  should  be  there  fireely  edu- 
cated and  taught  those  languages  in  such  manner,  and  as  £i"e6 
as  any  of  the  town  of  Tamworth  were  or  ought  to  be. 

This  annual  sura  of  £5  is  received  from  the  treasurer  of  Sir 
Francis  NetherBole's  charity,  at  Poieswortb,  in  the  coonty  of 
Warwick. 
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Ashley's  Giii.^ — William  AsHey,  of  Spinkefield,  in  the 
county  of  Essex,  gontleinaii  (born  in  Tamworth),  by  liis  will, 
dated  July  2-1-th,  l()t)»j,  bequeathed  towards  the  maintenance  of 
the  master  of  the  free  school  of  Tamw  orth,  in  the  county  of 
Stafford,  for  the  time  being,  the  annual  rent  of  £10  per  annum, 
to  be  paid  out  of  bis  laods^  called  Jei^dD  Maiden,  in  the  county 
of  Eraex,  iben  in  bis  own  iMMsession. 

Tbis  annnily  is  receiyed  from  tbe  agent  of  Mrs.  Irwin,  die 
proprietor  of  tbe  lands  in  Essex,  charged  bj  Asblej^s  will  with 
the  payment  thereof. 

Other  payments  are  rereivrd  h  cimthe  gift  of  different  bene- 
factors to  the  town  of  Tamworth.  The  income  derived  from 
the  several  sources,  the  whole  of  which  is  received  by  the 
schoolmaster,  is  made  up  as  follows 

£  s.  d. 

Annuity  from  the  crown   ..«..«.   7  13  0 

Sir  F.  Netheraole's  gift   5  0  0 

William  Ashley's  iHft    10   0  0 

Henry  Michell's  giit   .   0  10  0 

One-third  of  the  rents  derived  from  the  gift  of  fiichard  and  Eliza-  i    o  o  o 
bethBeaidaley   7.  i   8  9  » 

One-tbird  of  tlie  rents  derifed  firom  the  gift  of  Jolm  Ysni^toii         6  IS  6 

Bsvetend  John  Bsvlefs  gift   S  0  0 

m  11  3 

In  the  time  of  a  former  master,  Mr.  Collins,  tbis  appears  to 
baye  been  a  flourishing  grammar  Bchool.  He  took  boarders, 
and  bad  manj  classical  day  scholars  on  the  foondation.  He 
was  SQOoeeded  by  bis  aon,  during  whose  mastership  the  scbool 
declined  very  mnobi  and  on  his  resignation,  the  office  remained 
vacant  for  six  months,  and  the  school  was  wholly  suspended. 

Upon  the  appointment  of  the  Kev.  Samuel  Downes,  which 
then  took  place,  some  rules  were  made  by  the  governors,  with 
the  consent  of  the  high  steward,  by  which  it  was  ordained  that 
the  master  should  teach  all  the  free  scholars,  or  cause  them  to 
be  taught,  arithmetic  and  writing,  and  also  reading  Enghsh, 
and  the  principles  of  English  grammar,  ^d  that  he  should  be 
entitled  to  receive  a  compensation  of  £4  4s.  per  annum  for 
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each  pcholar,  who  should  be  so  instructed.  He  also  gave  a 
boud,  conditioned  to  resign  within  six  months  after  request  in 
writing  by  the  governors. 

The  school  revived  a  little  under  his  supenntendance.  He 
had  about  a  dozen  scholars,  of  whom  three  or  four  -were 
boarders ;  but  he  afterwards  ceased  to  receive  boarders,  and 
the  school  sunk  to  a  very  low  ebb.  At  the  time  of  the  Charitj 
Commissioners'  examination,  in  September,  1823^  there  were 
only  four  scholars,  who  attended  for  two  hours  m  the  morning, 
firom  10  to  12,  to  be  instructed  in  Latin^  aad  then  went  to 
other  schools  to  learn  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic,  as  Mr. 
Bownea  did  not  midertake  this  branch  of  instmction  himself, 
and  it  could  not  be  made  worth  the  while  of  an  assistant  master 
to  attend  the  school  when  there  were  so  few  scholars.  The 
school  is  at  present  conducted  by  Mr.-  Henry  Handley,  under 
the  above  rules. 

It  is  evident,  that  with  so  very  trifling  an  endowment,  there 
can  be  no  means  of  rendering  this  an  efficient  grammar  school, 
except  by  the  master's  taking  boarders  and  private  pupils,  in 
addition  to  the  free  scholars. 


THE  REV.  JOHN  RAWLET^S  CHARITY. 

John  Rawlet,  clerk,  by  his  will,  dated  23rd  Sept.,  1686,  and 
proved  in  the  Prero^tive  Court  of  Canterbury,  8th  Dec.,  1687, 
left  to  his  mother,  for  her  life,  a  messuage  or  tenement,  which 
he  had  bought  of  Heury  Davis,  yielding  about  £'S  yearly  rent, 
situate  in  Church-lane,  in  the  town  of  Tamworth  j  as  also  the 
messuage,  with  the  lands,  grounds,  and  other  appurtenances, 
which  he  had  lately  bought  of  Mr.  George  Wright,  situate  in 
Tamworth  aforesaid,  yielding  about  £10  os.  yearly  mtj  and 
he  devised  to  Mrs.  Ann  Butler,  for  her  life,  the  lands,  messuages, 
and  tenements,  which  he  bought  of  George  Sadler,  lying  in  the 
parish  of  Tamworth,  and  then  leased  for  £10  10s.  per  annum; 
and  after  the  respective  deaths  of  his  mother  and  Ana  Bntler, 
he  devised  the  same  premises  to  William  Rice  and  three  others 
and  their  heirs,  upon  trust,  and  upm  conditi<Hi  that  they  should 
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dispose  of  the  rents  and  profits  thereof  as  follows,  viz.  : — £(5 
a*ye«r  to  Mrs.  Hannah  White^  for  her  hfe,  if  she  should  not 
otherwise  be  competentlj  pnmded  for;  to  the  minister  of  the 
town  of  Tamworthj  £  1-  a-year^  40s.  on  GU)od  Friday^  and  40s. 
on  the  5th  November,  if  he  should  preach  a  sermon  on  each  of 
those  dajs ;  to  the  schoolmaster  of  Tamworth,  408.  a-year ;  for 
the  jratting  ont  of  two  poor  boja,  yearly,  to  some  trade,  £S*,  &r 
ibe  patting  forth  of  10  poor  chUdren  of  Tamworth  to  lesm  Eng- 
lish, 408.  a-year;  and  what  should  remain,  to  be  distribnted  as 
ftr  as  it  would  reach,  yeaiiy,  on  Grood  Friday,  12d.  a-piece,  to 
the  poorest  fkmiUes  of  the  town;  and  aifter  the  death  of 
Hannah  White^  the  £6  given  to  her  to  be  disposed  of  as  follows: 
42.  for  pnttbg  ont  another  poor  boy  of  Tamworth  apprentice 
yearly;  and  40s.  for  the  bujring  of  10  bibles  yearly,  to  be  given 
to  the  lO  poor  scholars  above  mentioned,  when  they  could  read 
them,  or  to  any  other  poor  family  that  would  make  use  of 
them ;  and  if  the  minister  and  schoolmaster  of  Tamworth 
should  think  his  books  worth  acceptance,  and  would  fix  them  in 
some  room  belonging  to  the  school,  or  other  convenient  place 
there,  that  they  might  be  preserved  for  the  use  of  succeeding 
schoohimsters,  and  such  students  of  the  said  town  as  should 
need  them,  he  then  freely  bestowed  all  his  books  upon  the 
school  of  Tamworth ;  otherwise  he  gave  the  same  to  his  mother 
and  Ann  Butler,  to  dispose  of  as  they  should  please ;  and  he 
directed,  that  upon  the  death  of  any  of  the  trustees,  the  sur- 
li?or8  shoald,  within  six  or  seven  months,  make  choice  of 
others  in  their  room,  not  exceeding  the  number  of  persons  de- 
ceasing, and  settle  and  assure  the  premises  to  themselves  and 
and  the  persons  so  chosen,  and  their  hsirs,  upon  the  same  trusts 
and  so  from  time  to  time,  witk  the  power  to  the  trustees  to  re- 
imburse themselves  aU  necessaij  charges  mcurred  in  the 
execution  of  the  trust* 

The  present  trustees  of  this  charity  are  the  Rev.  John 

Watkins,  Thomas  Bradgate  Bamford,  Esq.,  William  Philip 
Inge,  Esq.,  and  Richard  Francis  Alexander  Freeman,  Esq.,  to 
whom  the  trust  property  was  convovod  on  the  8th  Oct.,  1818, 
by  the  Rev.  John  Watkms,  the  then  surviving  trustee  under  a 
former  trust  deed.  In  this  conveyance,  the  premises  are 
described  in  substance  as  follows 
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Two  messu^cs  in  Ch]VOh<laiie,  Tamwortb,  \irhich  were  erected  in  1809,  on 
the  site  of  three  old  bouses,  comprised  in  the  will  of  John  Rawlet ;  also^  three 
messuages  in  Gtmc^ate-strcet,  Tamwortb,  wliich,  by  indentures  of  lease  and 
release,  dated  19th  and  2Uth  June,  1797,  M'cre  eonve.ved  by  Sir  llobert  Peel  and 
William  Yates,  bis  trustee,  to  the  trustcss  of  John  Kawlet,  in  exehatigc  for  two 
small  messn&ges,  aud  garden  ground,  bcluugiog  thereto,  iruutitig  Church  laae, 
TlHDWOfifa,  pert  of  the  said  trust  estate ;  also  six  closes  of  land,  lying  in  the 
kidsliip  of  Wiggington,  in  the  pariah  of  Tam-wortfa,  containing,  by  »  reooit 
admeaanranenti  SSi.  Sb.  8p.  called^bj  tho  nanes  and  oontaining  the  qaantitiea 
set  fortii  in  the  rental  bdow;  aU  which  doses  wen  allotted  to  the  trnateesof 
John  Rawlet,  under  an  Act  of  Parlianu nt,  passed  in  the  10  George  3rJ,  for 
indoeing  the  open  felda  and  common  in  the  nanon  of  Camberford  and  Wigging- 
ton,  in  exchange  for  several  old  inclosures  comprised  in  the  will  of  John  Rawlet. 

Also,  a  close  of  land  in  the  lordship  of  Boleball  and  Glasscote,  in  the  parish  of 
Tnm worth,  called  Poor's  Close,  containing,  by  admeasQieaient  2a.  and  Sn.,  paroel 

of  the  lands  devised  by  John  Rawlet. 

Also,  a  close  of  land,  theretofore  part  of  a  common  field,  cilled  Glasscote-field, 
awarded  to  the  trustees  of  John  Rawlet,  under  an  agreement  dated  9th  December, 
1808,  between  the  proprietor  of,  and  other  persons  interested  in,  the  sa"  1  oijen 
field  and  other  lauds,  iu  lieu  of  the  landii,  ridges  and  sellions  of  land,  x>  mg  dis- 
persedly  in  the  said  oommon  ields,  deiiaed  by  the  will  of  John  Bawlet,  and 
which  last-mentionod  dos^  eontsined»  by  estunfttion,  3a.  In.  19p. 

The  properties,  whidi  sn  in  all  tenanteiBS  from  year  to  year,  bringing  in  abont 
£110^  an  as  foUows 

JL  B.  r. 

In  Wiggington.              The  Slang   8  0  4 

WindmiUrdose   4  0  17 

Ball's-cloae  ,   6  0  20 

The  Biddens    4  1  17 

The  Biddens    4  1  32 

Robin  HoodVbutts   4  2  21 

In  Glascote                      Garden    0  0  40 

Glaacote-doee    3  019 

Pooz's-dose    %  3  0 

Land  taken  for  cand    0  14 

InTamwortii   Honse  and  garden   0  0  11 

Ditto    0  0  11 

Three  ditto,  ditto   0  0  9 

38  1  6 

By  a  snrvey  and  valttation,  takon  in  1821,  the  lands,  excla- 

sively  of  the  houses  in  Tamwortb,  were  estimated  at  tlie  annual 
vaUiu  of  1103  9fi.  8d.  i  this  valuation  was  ikuught  a  high  one 
when  made. 
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Aa  the  rents  of  this  property  hove  improved^  the  trustees 
liave  employed  the  increased  inoome  in  extending  certsin 
branches  of  the  charity. 

For  several  years  they  provided  for  patting  ont  fear  appren« 
tices  in  the  year  instead  of  three;  and  by  a  resolution  passed 
in  1815j  it  was  agreedj  that  the  preminms  given  with  the  ap- 
prentices should  be  £8  instead  of  £4.  It  does  not  always 
happen  that  so  many  as  three  applications  for  this  bounty  are 
made  in  the  year^  but  generally  there  are  more,  and  if  many 
more  than  three  have  applied,  and  been  put  out  in  one  year, 
the  premiums  have  becm  reduced,  so  as  to  make  the  average 
expenditure  under  this  head  about  £82.  The  apprentices  are 
selected  from  the  poor  of  the  town  of  Tamworth,  and  a  pre- 
ference is  given  to  boys  educated  under  Rawlet's  charity. 

The  money  given  by  Rawlet's  will  for  the  schooling  of 
children,  has  been  employed,  as  far  V)ack  as  any  traces  of  it 
reniam  in  the  accounts,  for  teaching  10  poor  girls  reading  and 
needlework.  Prior  to  1800,  £2  was  paid  to  a  sehoolmistreas 
for  that  purpose ;  in  that  year  the  salary  was  raised  to  £4,  and 
by  the  resolation  of  1815,  before  alluded  to,  it  was  increased 
to  £5. 

In  addition  to  this,  a  school  has  been  established  for  the 
education  of  12  boys.  This  was  begun  about  the  year  1802, 
and  was  carried  on,  at  an  annual  expense  of  £13,  till  1815, 
when  the  payment  to  the  schoolmaster  was  raised  to  £20.  The 
boys  are  taught  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic.  An  account 
is  kept  of  their  attendances,  and  if  they  ore  absent  more  than 
six  days  in  the  half  year,  without  leave,  except  in  case  of  sick* 
ness,  they  are  strack  off  the  bst.  They  are  usually  token  at 
ten  years  of  age,  and  kept  fm  three  years,  or  a  Kttle  more,  till 
tiiey  ore  fit  to  be  pot  out  apptentioe. 

The  children  in  both  sdhods  are  appointed  by  the  trustees, 
andore  taken  from  among  the  poor  of  the  town  of  Tomworth. 

Ten  bibles  are  disposed  of  every  year,  and  are  given  either 
to  the  boys  or  gpirls  in  the  sbhools,  or  to  other  poor  persons*  as 
the  trustees  find  most  requisite. 

For  several  years  past,  a  fixed  sum  has  been  applied  to  the 
purpose  of  distribntion  among  the  poor.  This  appears  to  have 
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been  first  fixc  l  at  tlO  a  renr,  in  1802,  and  by  tihe  resolution  of 
1815,  it  waa  deti  rTnincd  that  £15  ft  year  should  be  giviin  to  60 
of  the  poorest  families  of  the  town,  at  os.  each. 

The  proient  aonoal  e^qienditare  may  be  eUitod  as  follows: — 


£  •.  d. 

About  four  appreoticcs,  at  £3  each  *  ,  »•  83  0  0 

laaturanoe  of  houses  from  lire   „„          10  9 

The  minister,  for  two  sermons                                            4  0  0 

The  schoolmaster  of  Tainworth  IVee  Grammar  Sciiool                 i  0  0 

James  WHlis'i  niavy,  for  eduoaiidg  19  boys  r....             90  0  0 

TheachooliiijstnsBf  nlai7,fored^                                 6  0  0 

TliepoorofTMBirortli»it6a  eacb  IS  0  0 

Tm  Bibles,  about                                                     9  0  0 

Eepain  of  booses,  about                                               6  0  0 

Expenses  of  the  trust  meeting^  about                                  4  0  0 

The  clerk'abiU.  about                                                8  0  0 


The  behmoee  which  remaui^  aEter  makmg  these  payments^ 
are  retained  in  hand^  to  provide  for  repairs  and  occasional 
enpenseSi 

It  appears  from  the  inspection  of  the  accounts,  which  are 
aadited  erery  year,  in  the  month  of  December,  that  in  1806 
there  was  a  balance  in  hand  of  £249  5s.  lOd.  In  the  two  follow  • 
ing  years  £240  was  expended  in  the  erection  of  the  two  houses 
in  Chnroh-lane.  In  1816,  £50  was  lost  by  the  insolyency  of  the 
Tatnworth  bank,  and  at  the  audit  in  December,  1822,  there  was 
a  balance  in  hand  of  £36  178.  Id.,  besides  an  arrear  of  £14  15a. 
due  from  one  of  the  tenants. 

It  will  be  observed  from  the  foregoing  statement,  that  no 
addition  has  been  made  frc^  the  improved  rents  to  the  pay- 
ments to  ihe  mmiBt^er  and  schoolmaster. 

The  trn«tees,  in  explanation  of  tliis^  said^  that  understanding 
the  circurii^taiicos  of  the  vicar  to  be  such,  ah liough  the  vicarage 
is  very  scantily  endowed,  as  to  render  any  addition  to  his 
income  from  the  fund  of  this  charity  nnnecessary,  and  seeing 
that  the  grammar  school  is  at  present  in  aninefiicicQt  state,  they 
have  thought  that  the  charitable  intentions  of  the  founder  would 
be  best  answered  by  applying  their  improved  funds  e  x  c  lusively 
in  placing  out  more  appventicas,  educating  more  children,  and 
distributing  more  money  among  the  poor  inhabitants* 
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Fmiouflly^  the  viear  and  sohoolmaater  advanced  a  claim  to 
aharea  of  the  improved  rents,  proportionate  to  the  shares  given 
them  by  the  will  of  the  amomit  of  the  original  rents,  as  stated 
therein,  bat  the  application  was  not  acceded  to  by  the  tmstees, 
nor  did  they  take  any  means  of  ascertaining  whether,  in  point 
of  legal  right,  it  ought  to  hare  been  complied  with. 

The  strict  construction  of  the  will  appears  to  require,  either 
that  the  whole  surplus  of  the  increased  rents,  above  the  spe- 
cified payments,  should  be  distributed  to  the  poor,  or  that  the 
payments  to  all  the  different  objects  of  the  testator^s  bounty 
should  be  so  proportionably  increased,  the  original  remainder, 
as  well  as  the  specified  payments,  being  considered  as  ascer- 
tained in  amount  by  the  previons  mention  of  the  yearly  income 
from  the  property.  In  adopting  a  rule  of  application  different 
from  either  of  these,  without  judicial  sanction  or  legal  advice, 
the  trustees  appear  to  have  jezceeded  the  authority  given  them 
by  the  testator ;  but  if  the  ibrmer  oonstmction  of  the  wiU  be 
the  true  one,  the  deviation  that  has  been  made  from  its  direc- 
tions is  not  such  as  in  sound  policy  calls  for  animadversion. 

The  gift  of  Mr.  Rawlct's  books  was  accepted  by  the 
minister  and  schoolmaster,  and  they  were  afterwards  deposited 
in  an  apartment  in  the  almshouse  founded  by  Mr.  Guy.  The 
key  of  this  apartment  is  kept  by  one  of  tlie  almsmen  who 
inhabits  the  room  adjoining,  and  any  person  may  have  access 
to  the  library  who  wishes  it. 


SIR  BOBERT  PEEL'S  SCHOOL. 

Sir  "Robert  Peel's  School,  in  Lichfield- street,  was  established 
by  the  first  baronet  in  1820,  for  educating  100  poor  boys,  on 
the  National  system.  During  his  life  he  clothed  and  gave 
each  of  them  a  shilling  loaf  weekly ;  upon  his  death,  1 830,  he 
vested  £6000,  in  trust,  with  his  successors,  for  the  school 
benefit. 

The  school  was  erected  in  1851,  at  an  outlay  of  £.1000 — the 
style  being  Tudor.  It  is  conducted  by  two  masters,  who  bate 
about  50  free  scholars,  and  many  others  who  are  charged  lOs. 
per  quarter. 
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The  School  of  Industry,  established  in  1802,  nnd  rebuilt  in 
1842,  in  Aldergntc- street,  is  supported  by  voluntary  subscrip- 
tion, for  teaching  20  poor  girls. 


GENERAL  CHARITIES. 

Sitcclbt'b  Ghabitt. — Heniy  Snokley  (1564),  out  of  land  at 
Corbotfltye,  in  Essex,  and  two  honsea  in  Wafcling-rtreet,  Lon- 
don :  £6  for  flannel  and  dotb,  and  Ids.  4d.  for  a  sermon  on 
November  Ist. 

Bavlie'b  Ghabitt.— Stephen  Baylie  (1620),  408.  to  the 
poor^  out  of  the  Tamhom  estate,  at  Ghriatmas. 

Wiohtwick's  Ghabitt. —John  Wightwioik,  10b.  ont  of 

Spittlefield,  to  thirty  poor  people,  on  Good  Friday. 

Cheadle's  Charity. — Thomas  Cheadle  (1628),  168.,  the 
interest  of  £18,  iu  shilling  loaves  at  Clinstmas. 

Mitchkll's  Charity. — Henry  Mitchell,  out  of  lands  at 
Tamworth,  20s,  for  the  poor  on  Good  Friday;  10s.  for  the 
minister ;  lOs.  for  the  schoolmasUT. 

Ferrkks'  Chakity. — Sir  John  Ferrers  (1030)^  €10  out  of 
Lea  Hall,  near  liradbgum,  in  Derbyshire,  on  St.  Thomas'- 
day,  to  the  poor. 

Drayton's  Charity. — Edward  Drayton,  £1  from  Lodge- 
lane  Close,  at  Fazeley,  and  26s.  from  land  taken  by  the  Go- 
yentry  Canal,  for  the  poor  at  Ghrisbnas;  less  208.  to  the  poor 
at  Atherstone. 

Yavohton'b  Ghabitt. — Bichard  Vanghton,  408.  oat  of 
GoTBiy  Perreorofte,  in  Boleball,  for  the  poor  at  Gandlemas-day. 

Mitchill  A3n>  Obbubn'b  Ghabitt. — ^Elizabeth  Mitchell  and 
Arm  Osbum,  £5  out  a  doBe  in  Wig^ngton  field,  for  the  poor, 
in  bread. 

Eabl  ot  NoBTHAirpTOiff'B  GHABiTT.-^The  Earl  of  North- 
ampton, £20  from  house  and  land,  in  Ghmgate-street,  for  the 

poor,  at  Christmas. 

BKAiii^iLEY's  CuAKiTY. — Elizabeth  Bearclley,  £0  lo^;.  from 
£135,  secured  on  turnpike  trusts,  for  poor  honseVeepers. 

Habcocrt's  CuAiJiTY. — IMrs.  Harcourt,  2 I  s.  8d.  out  of  lands 
at  Fillingley,  for  20  poor  widows,  iu  coal,  on  St.  Thomas-day. 
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Cope's  Chaeity. — Thomas  Cope,  lUs.  oui  ui  Chare's  Cruit, 
for  10  poor  people,  ou  (lood  FiiJav. 

Repington's  CnAKiTY. — Richard  Repingtou,  £6  to  the  poor, 
and  6s.  8d.  to  the  Curate  of  Amington;  Ss.  each,  to  20  poor 
people,  Friday  before  Christmas-day. 

Smith's  Chaeity. — Henry  Smith,  £14  out  of  Drajton 
Bassett  Manor,  for  the  siok,  and  clothing  poor  boys. 

Beardsleys'  Chabitt. — R.  and  E.  Beardi^ley  (1G90),  £7  9b. 
from  Kettlebrook  Close,  between  the  yicar,  schoolmaster,  and 
the  poor. 

Vauohtoh's  Csakfty. — John  Vanghton  (1683)^  £17  15a.  6d. 
out  of  houses  and  land,  for  the  same  three  pnrposes. 

Qouoh's  Ghabttt— -Sir  H.  Gongh  (1686),  £6  from  land  on 
Wolferstan's  estate^  to  be  distributed  to  the  poor. 

*  Stxond'8  Cbulbitt.— William  Symonds  (1687),  £14  78.  for 
apprenticing  poor  boys. 

Post's  Ceabtit.— Samuel  Port  (1705),  £88,  from  25  acres 
of  land ;  and  interest  of  £1864 158.  three  per  cents,  for  appren- 
tioing  poor  Tamwortli  boys  in  London,  except  21b.  for  a  sermon 
in  October. 

Wilson's  CnARiTY.— ^Fary  Wilson  (1808),  £8,  from  £200 
four  per  cents,  for  appreutieiug  one  hoy  yearly. 

Clobuby  and  Mitchell's  Charity. — Lady  Clobury  and 
Rebecca  Mitchell  (1698),  £27  9s.  7d.  from  houses  and  land, 
for  the  poor. 

AsUMOEES^  Chakity. — Walter  Ashmore  uud  W.  Aslimore 
(1701),  138.  from  two  cottages  in  Gungate,  and  15s.  per  annum 
in  addition. 

BLoor)\s  Chakity. — £10,  from  Peddy  Crofb,  in  Bolehall,  one 
half  to  20  poor  liousekeepers,  and  the  other  to  the  curate. 

Orton  and  Matthew^s  Charity — Christian  Orion,  20s.  for 
6  poor  widows;  Elizabeth  Matthews  (1795),  10s.  to  the 
minister,  5s.  to  tlie  clerk  and  organist,  and  Ss.  to  the  poor. 

Weymocth's  Charity. — ^Lord  Weymouth,  £10  per  annum 
for  instructing  Id  children  in  reading  and  knitting. 

DoHBS'  Chabitt. — Mary  Dones  (1788),  60s.  for  the  Sunday 
Schools^  and  interest  of  £100  three  per  cents,  for  bread  and  a 
yearly  semon,  and  the  interest  of  £100  for  apprenticing  poor 
children. 
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GuY*8  Almshouses. — 12  dwelling-room**,  mid  2  librajy- 
roomB, containing  Rev.  John  Rawlet's  books  (1686),  for  12  poor 
woraciij  paid  by  the  Inutoes  of  Guy'B  hoepital,  in  Southwark, 
The  inoome  is  £183  per  ammm,  fiom  property  in  BirminghMii. 
The  house  was  rebmlt  34  yean  ago^  and  u  mhabited  bj  11 
men  and  5  women.  Ouy  waa  a  native  of  Tamwortit— he  became 
a  cdebrated  bookeeller  in  London,  and  founded  Guy's  hoapttal, 
at  a  cost  of  £200,000. 


BAETUN-U^il)iai-iNijail)WOOD. 


Barton-under-Needwood  is  a  large  village  five  miles  from 
Burton.  In  Domesday  Book  it  is  called  Bertime,  and  was  the 
property  of  the  cro\vn.  There  are  some  saline  spring.^  a  mile 
from  Barton  which  change  the  color  of  tlio  cattle  grazing  iu 
the  fields  around  them  from  black,  red,  or  brown,  to  a  whitish 
dun. 

The  church,  8t.  James's,  was  founded  by  Or.  John  Taylor,  a 
native  of  Burton,  the  eldest  son  of  three  at  a  birth,  who  on 
being  shown  to  the  king  (Henry  VII.)  were  taken  under  his 
patronage,  and  they  all  became  doctors. 


THE  FREE  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL. 
Thomas  Russell,  draper,  of  London,  by  a  deed  poll,  dated 
6th  July,  1598,  a  copy  of  which  is  entered  in  a  book  of  the 
Drapers'  Company,  containing  copies  snd  absUncts  of  ancient 
title  deeds  and  wills,  granted  to  certain  persons  therein  named, 
their  heirs  and  assigns,  an  annnity  or  yearly  rent  of  £50  lOs. 
to  be  issuing  out  of  all  those  his  messuages  and  hereditaments 
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whtAaoemar,  called  ihe  Oovn  Bents^  aitoate  in  the  pariah  of  St. 
Leonard^  Shoieditch^  m  the  coanly  of  Hiddlesez,  to  hold  the 
said  annuity  to  them  and  their  heirs,  for  e^erj  payable  at  the 
four  usual  feasts  thereiii  mentioned^  with  a  pover  of  distress  for 
oompeUing  payment  of  the  same. 

By  another  deed  poll  executed  by  the  said  Thomas  Russell, 
and  also  by  the  grantees  of  the  annuity  in  the  former  deed, 
dated  also  0th  July,  1593,  iu  the  explanation  of  the  purpose 
for  which  the  said  annuity  was  granted  by  the  former  deed,  it 
was  declared  that  the  same  aTinuity  was  given  in  trust  that  the 
several  sums  of  money  tliereinafter  mentioned  miorht  yearlv,  for 
ever,  be  distributed  to  such  person  and  persons,  and  for  such 
uses,  intents,  and  purposes,  as  were  afiermentioned ;  among 
whioh  were  the  following  directions;  yiz. — ^that  the  trustees 
above-named  should  every  year,  for  ever,  pay  to  the  master 
and  wardens,  and  company  of  Drapers,  and  their  suooessors^ 
the  annnily  or  yearly  rent  of  £50  10s.  as  they  should  receive 
the  samei  to  the  intent  that  the  Drapers'  Company  should 
yearly^  ibr  ever,  pay  to  the  ohurohwardens  of  Barton  52s.j  to  be 
distributed  by  them,  at  their  discretion,  amongst  the  poor  of 
the  town  of  Barton,  on  every  Sunday  throughout  the  year,  in 
twelve  pennyworth  of  bread,  accountbig  thirteen  loaves  to  the 
doaen,  for  the  relief  of  the  poor ;  also  unto  and  amongst  the 
schoolmaster,  usher,  and  visitors,  and  for  the  repairing  of 
a  certain  school  [to  be  erected  in  the  town  of  Barton,  as  was 
appointed  by  a  writing  already  drawn  in  ilie  nature  of  a  labt 
will  and  testament  of  Thomas  llussell,  every  year,  for  ever, 
£21  10s.,  in  manner  follow  mg;  viz., — to  the  schoolmaster, 
£13  6s.  8d. ;  to  the  usher,  yearly,  £5  18s.  4d. ;  and  to  and 
amongst  the  visitors  of  the  school,  for  a  dmner  at  their  visita- 
tion bi'tNNoen  Easter  and  Whitsuntide,  yearly,  30s.,  and  the 
residue  of  the  £21  10s.  to  be  put  into  the  treasury  of  the  said 
company  for  the  perpetual  repairing  of  the  decays  of  the  school, 
when  any  should  happen;  and  the  intent  and  meaning  of 
Thomas  Bussellwas,  that  the  company  and  their  snccessorB 
should  have  the  nomination  and  appointment  of  the  school- 
master and  usher  for  the  time  being,  and  that  they  should 
Kkewise  nominate  and  choose  certain  persons  therein  mentioned, 
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and  the  heirs  of  every  of  them,  and  the  parsou  of  Tatenhill 
and  Barton  for  the  time  being,  for  ever,  to  be  visitors  perpetual 
of  the  school^  for  the  benefit  of  the  school  and  scholars ;  and 
if  thej,  or  any  of  thorn,  should  rofbse  to  be  such  visitors,  that 
then  the  company  should  elect  and  ohooBe  such  other  and  others 
in  his  or  their  stead  so  refusing,  as  to  them  should  seem  meet. 
And  the  deed  contained  a  provision,  that  when  the  nramber  of 
the  trustees  should  be  reduced  to  fonr  or  five^  the  sondTors 
shonld  transfer  the  annnity  to  such  other  twelve  persons  as  the 
company  should  think  meet  to  be  trustees  in  their  places. 

Th»  next  instrament  is  the  will  of  Thomas  Bnssell^  dated 
7th  Jnly^  whereby  he  gare  and  bequeathed  to  Adiiaii 
Sarrabia,  parson  of  Tatenhill  and  Barton^  in  the  county  of 
Stafford,  and  the  churchwardens  of  the  church  of  Barton  for 
the  time  being ;  or  if  Adrian  should  die,  or  otherwise  part  w-ith 
his  benefice,  then  to  any  other  the  parson  uf  the  churches  and 
the  churchwardens  of  Barton  for  the  time  being,  the  sum  of 
£oO  for  and  towards  the  erection  and  buihling  of  one  scliuol  in 
the  town  of  Barton-under-Needwood,  in  the  county,  in  such 
like  sort  and  proportion  as  the  school  lately  ei*ect«d  at  High- 
gate,  or  High  Barnctt,  in  ^liddlesex,  was  built,  wliic-h  school  to 
be  sufficient  for  the  teaching  of  t^evrnfi/  srJtoJars  at  tlie  least, 
over  and  above  sufficient  room  and  housing  for  the  dwelling  of 
the  schoolmaster  and  usher,  to  be  appointed  teachers  for  the 
same  school ;  which  sum  of  £50  his  will  was,  should  be  paid  to 
the  parson  and  churchwardens  for  the  time  being,  within  three 
montlis  after  his  decease,  if  they  the  parson  and  churchwardens 
for  the  time  being  should  put  in  sufficient  security  to  his 
executors^  at  the  delivery  of  the  money^  for  the  building  and 
erecting  the  same  school  in  such  manner  and  fonUj  in  all 
respectSj  as  above  set  down^  within  one  year  after  the  receipt 
and  payment  of  the  sum  of  £50^  or  otherwise  not.  And  he 
farther  willed  and  devised,  that  if  the  sum  of  £50  as  above 
given  for  the  building  of  the  school  and  sohooUhouse,  should 
not  be  sufficient  for  the  full  erecting  thereof  as  before  directed, 
that  then  his  executors  should^  from  time  to  time^  disburse  out 
of  the  surplusage  of  his  goods  and  chattels  all  such  sum  and 
sums  of  money  as  the  building  of  the  school  and  school-house 
ghould  amouui  lo. 
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From  the  early  entries  in  the  books  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  conrt  of  aaaist^ts  of  the  Drapers'  CompaTij,  it  appears^ 
that  the  court  superintended  the  ezpenditnre  of  the  money  for 
the  building  of  tiie  school,  and  deputed  a  oommittee  to  go  to 
Barton  to  see  that  the  intentions  of  the  testator  were  canned 
into  ezecation. 

There  appear  to  have  been  no  new  creations  of  trustees 
under  tiiese  instniments  since  the  year  1644;  from  which 
period  at  least,  and  probably  from  its  fotmdation,  the  manage* 
ment  of  the  school  ftmds  has  been  entirely  in  Uie  company. 

The  company  rcgoJarly  receiye  the  whole  £50  lOs.  (deduct- 
ing the  land  tax)  from  the  owner  for  iihe  time  being  of  the 
estate  charged  therewith,  which  estate  is  called  the  Crown-rents, 
in  Shoreditch.  It  is  stated  by  the  clerk  of  the  Drapers' 
Company  to  consist  of  small  tenements  ;  but  as  the  rent  has 
been  punctually  paid,  there  has  been  no  occi^on  to  identify  the 
property  with  minuteness. 

There  have  been  no  regular  visitations,  and  const  qucntly 
the  sum  appropriated  to  the  visitation  dinner  has  been  neither 
called  for  nor  paid. 

No  visitors  appear  to  liave  been  appointed  at  any  time,  at 
least  there  is  no  recollection  of  any  such  appointment,  nor  does 
the  clerk  remember  having  seen  any  entries  on  the  subject  in 
the  books. 

There  has  been  no  additional  endowment  of  this  school; 
but  the  company  have  yoluntarily^  out  of  their  own  lunds^  for 
a  long  time^  by  way  of  gratuily,  made  annual  payments  to 
the  master  and  usher,  so  as  to  make  up  the  sslary  of  the  master 
£20  per  annum^  and  that  of  the  usher  £10  per  annum ;  and  at 
different  times  serersl  gross  sums  of  money  have  been  sent  for 
repairs,  much  exceeding  what  the  £1  per  annum,  and  also  the 
annual  dOs.  for  a  dinner^  supposing  these  sums  to  haye  aocu^ 
mulated,  would  have  amounted  to.  In  1798,  the  company 
contributed  £70  towards  this  object.  The  sums  given  by 
Thomas  Russell,  as  above  mentioned,  are  duly  paid  to  the 
bearers  of  receipts  signed  by  the  master  and  usher. 

The  conipany  have  it  very  bttle  in  their  power  to  snperin- 
tend  a  school  at  such  a  distance  j  but  upon  occasions  of 
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correspomliug  with  the  minister  of  the  parish,  inquiry  lias  been 
frequently  made  as  to  the  management  and  condition  of  the 
school,  and  the  gratuities  given  to  the  master  and  usher  beyond 
the  founder's  salnrv,  have  always  been  granted  on  certificates 
signed  by  the  niimster  of  the  parish,  that  the  master  and  osker 
have  performed  their  duties  to  his  satisfaction. 

The  premises  consist  of  a  spadons  brick  building,  contain- 
ing a  large  school-room  on  the  groond  floor^  capable  holding 
150  scholars  wi1i!i  conTeDience,  and  there  are  commodioiu 
apartments  for  the  master. 

To  these  premises  is  attached  a  good  garden  and  small 
croft,  the  whole  (indnding  the  site  of  the  honae)^  making 

2b.  18p.^  to  which  may  be  added^  a  small  allotment  ont  of 
the  Forest  of  Needwood^  awarded^  abont  the  year  1808^  in 
lien  of  cattle  gates  annexed  to  the  messnage,  containing  1a.  36?. 
and  also  another  small  piece  of  land  in  liinerofty  which  was 
allotted  in  respect  of  the  same  messuage  ont  of  Lincroft  com* 
mon^  nnder  the  Act  for  enclosing  the  waste  lands  of  Barton 
(which  took  place  about  1818),  consisting  of  32  perches. 

The  school  is  at  present  conducted  upon  the  Madras  system, 
though  not  strictly  in  union  with  the  National  School  estab- 
lishment, by  Mr.  GcorgL  Heap. 

The  local  management  of  the  school  is  in  a  committee  of 
twelve  of  the  principal  inhabitants,  tlie  clergyman  being  at  the 
head.  The  income  is  as  follows : — Crown  rents,  the  London 
property,  £40  2s.;    Dmpers'  Company  contribute  £11  lOs. 

The  committee  receives  the  school  income  from  the  Drapers' 
company,  and  £2.  2  b.  as  the  rent  of  the  forest  allotment.  To 
this  is  added  an  annual  sum  raised  by  sabscanptionBy  which  has 
been  generally  abont  £35  per  annum. 

GENERAL  CHABTTTES. 

Russell  and  Satjdkks'  Chabity. — Thomas  RnsseU^  £2  128. 
Joseph  Sanders,  £2  128.,  both  in  bread  to  the  poor  on  Sundays. 

BussBLL,  KiNSTOH,  AVB  Walkbb's  Cbaszty. — Thomas  Rob- 
aelly  £14,  to  porcbase  land ;  Mrs.  Alice  Cinston,  £8,  ditto; 
Sir  Walter  Walker,  £20.,  ditto,— 4he8e  three  laid  ont  in 
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{raroihaBe  of  Dookcroft  meadow,  1a.  1b.  20?.^  and  are  giTen 
away  in  monof  on  St.  Thoiiiaa'a-day  to  tlie  poor. — Amount, 
«2  19b.  dd. 

Ritbsell's  Charity. — Thomas  Russell,  £4  interest,  given 

away  in  bread,  on  Good  Friday. 

Kjsy's  Charity. — William  Key  (1(351),  Rents  of  Lineroffc 
Close,  and  interest  of  timber  money,  amounting  to  £32  (is.  3d., 
tiius, — 10s.  for  a  sermon  on  Good  Friday;  £6  Ss.  3d.  for 
repairs  of  the  church ;  £6  8s.  3d.  to  the  poor  of  Dunstall ; 
£19  48.  9d.  to  the  poor  of  Barton^  in  small  snmSj  on  GkK>d 
Friday. 

Gont bst'b  CHABiiT.^-^Edmond  Godfirajj  rent  of  Broaoh 
Clofie,  2a.  Is.  35p.,  £4  per  annum,  in  small  snms,  on  Good 
Friday. 

11oll.\xd'3  Charity. — William  Holland  (1639),  rent  of  land, 
2a.  7r,,  €5  10s.  in  small  sums  to  the  poor,  on  Good  Friday. 
Coats  and  shoes  for  the  poor,  out  of  the  rents  of  4a.  1r.  35p. 
of  laud,  to  the  amount  of  £d  10s.  9d.,  on  St.  Thomas's- 
day. 

Drayton  anb  Bubbt^b  Gsarity. — Harrington  Drayton  and 
Martha  BuBby,  18a.  per  annnm^  in  books  for  poor  children ;  the 
first-named  also  left  the  iniereet  of  £5  for  the  poor,  on  Good 
Friday. 

Bubbt's  CaABiTT.»E]izabeth  Bnsby,  interest  of  £100,  for 
the  poor,  in  money. 

Webb's  Charity.— Thomas  Webb,  interest  of  £50,  for  the 
poor,  at  WhitBuntide, 

Hou^ahd'b  GaABiTT.— Maiy  Holland  (1707),  intereBt  of 
£20,  for  the  poor. 

Lady  Bloomfield's  Charity. — Lady  Bloomfield,  and  five 
others  (1733),  gave  interest  of  £100  for  the  poor. 

The  Trent  and  Mersey  Navigation  Company  givee  £1  1b*  6d. 
every  Ladyday  to  the  poor. 

Allen's  Charity. — Mrs.  Alien  (1758),  gave  interest  of  £20 
(Ids.)  for  the  poor. 
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Saunders's  Charity. — J oseph  Saunders  ( 1G9 1 ) ,  gave  £2  1 28. 
per  aunum  iu  bread  to  seven  poor  people  at  church  every 
Sunday. 

Leese's  Chauity. — Henry  Leese  gave  four  shillings,  the  in- 
terest of  £.b,  to  poor  widows  at  Barton  wake^  4d.  each  to  buy 
plums. 


BLYMHILL. 


Blymhill  is  a  small  village,  six  miles  west  of  Brewood,  com- 
prising 2,900  acres  of  land,  and  GOO  to  700  people.  Hugh 
Bagot,  lord  of  Blymhill,  lived  at  High  Hall,  a  mansion  on  a  pic- 
turesque eminence  here^  in  the  reign  of  Henry  II. 

THE  SCHOOL. 

Taylor's  Charity. — An  old  memorandum,  found  among 
the  papers  of  the  late  rector  of  the  parish,  states  that  the  Rev. 
John  Taylor,  in  1671,  gave  by  will  a  rentcharge  of  €1  "^^  ,  for 
the  endowment  of  a  school  for  teaching  two  poor  eliildreiiof  the 
parish  of  Blymhill  to  read  English,  gratis ;  5b,  thereof  to  be 
applied  to  the  repairs  of  the  school. 

This  rent-charge  is  paid  out  of  a  parcel  of  land  called  Cock- 
shutt  FiecSj  situate  at  Catwell  End,  in  the  parish  of  Sedgley, 
now  the  property  of  Messrs.  G.  and  J.  Cartwright. 

Mrs.  Manning's  Chabitt. — ^It  appears  from  the  same 
memorandom  that  Mrs,  Manning  gave  (but  at  what  period  is 
not  mentioned)  a  rentcharge  of  iE2  in  augmentation  of  the 
schoolmaster's  salary,  for  teaching  four  additional  children. 

This  Slim  is  annually  paid  out  of  the  High  Hall  estate,  in  the 
parish  of  Ulyuiiuil,  now  the  property  of  Joseph  Stnbbs,  Esq., 
of  Walsall. 
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Both  these  annuities  are  paid  to  Mr.  Greorge  Austin,  the 
schoolmaster,  for  teaching  six  poor  children  of  the  parish  to 
read.  He  has  the  privilege  of  taking  other  BcholarSj  who  pay 
for  their  education,  and  they  generally  number  50. 

The  free  scholars,  as  also  the  master,  are  appointed  by  the 
minister  and  others  of  the  parish,  who  are  chosen  from  time  to 

time  to  act  as  trustees. 

The  school  is  held  in  a  house  adjoining  the  churchyard, 
which  is  reputed  to  have  been  given  for  tliat  purpose,  but  by 
what  donor  is  unknown.  Besides  the  schoolroom,  there  are  two 
other  rooms,  in  which  the  master  resides,  and  a  small  garden, 
of  which  he  enjoys  the  benefit. 


CHARITIES. 

Adams's  Charities — William  Adams  (1718),  rent  of  a  field 
called  Winnowsick  Croft,  and  interest  of  £7,  for  coats  for  poor 
boys  and  girls,  to  be  made  between  1st  November  and  Christ- 
mas, yearly. 

MoBBis's  Ohabity. — Daniel  Morris  (1784),  twelve  shillings 
per  annum  for  clothing  the  poor,  out  of  Daniel  Morris's  Slang, 
in  Brineton. 

James's  Chaeixy.— Thomas  James,  ten  sliillings  per  annum 
for  the  poor,  in  money,  at  Easter,  invested  in  the  Savings 
Bank. 

WiLBRAHAx's  Chaeitt.— Sir  Thomn<?  Wilbraham  (1684), 
£5  yearly,  apprentice  fee,  out  of  Kord's  Fields,  in  Bobbington. 
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Bow£ET  Bmis  pariah  oontaios  8670  Acres  of  land,  and  aboat 
15000  inlutlntaiits.  The  Earl  of  Dudley  is  lord  of  the  manor 
of  Bowlej  Regia^  and  owner  of  a  great  parfc  of  the  parish^  hut 
the  Duke  of  BnfWland  la  lord  of  the  manor  of  Bowlej  Someiy. 


LADY  ELIZABETH  MONKINS'S  OHABITT  SCHOOL. 

It  iH  recorded  on  the  bonofaction  Uiblc  m  the  chuixjli  at 
Rowley  Regis,  that  Lady  Elizabeth  Monnius,  of  that  parish, 
by  deed,  in  1703,  gave  £10  a  year  to  teach  24  children  of  the 
parish  of  Rowley  Regis,  to  read  and  wnte,  and  be  instructed 
in  religion,  and  £5  to  buy  books. 

There  was  formerly  an  abstract  of  Lady  Monnins's  deed  of 
gift  on  parchment,  framed,  and  placed  in  the  church ;  but  this 
haa  been  missing  for  many  years ;  nor  could  we  discover  any 
document  which  would  afford  farther  explanation  of  the  partt« 
culars  of  this  endowment.  The  master  lives  m  a  house,  rent- 
free,  built  by  subscription  in  1818,  and  also  receives  the  £15 
per  annum,  ns  above.  This  school  also  has  a  moiety  of  i4&, 
left  by  Edward  Chillingworth,  vested  in  the  4  per  cents. 


MACKMILLAN'S  GHABITT  SCHOOLS. 

By  indenture  of  bargain  and  sale  enrolled^  dated  16th 
March,  1792,  between  George  Maoikimllan,  of  Bowley  Regis, 
horn-button  maker,  and  the  Bev.  Christopher  Stephenson,  of 
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the  first  part ;  and  the  Rev.  Edward  Bom,  and  twenly-thioe 
others^  of  the  second  part ;  reciting,  that  by  indentures  of  lease 
and  release  (the  latter  dated  2dih  March^  1790^)  Lord  yiaooiiBt 
Dodley  and  Ward  bad  conyeyed  to  Clmstopher  StephenflGn  and 
Geoige  Maokmillany  a  parcel  of  groond  mtnate  atBeddal-bill^  m 
tlie  parieh  of  Bowl^  Segie,  oontainisg  2,700  square  yaids^ 
on  which  it  was  intended  to  erect  a  sgIioqL  and  other  bnildings; 
and  fiirther  xeoiting,  that  by  indentoies  of  leaao  and  releaBe 
(the  latter  dated  28th  Febraaiy,  1792,)  that  George  MacVinillan 
had  conveyed  to  Chxutopher  Stephenson  a  pavoel  of  Umd,  con- 
taining 225  square  yards,  to  be  taken  out  of  a  piece  of  land 
belon^ng  to  Greorge  Mackmillan,  in  or  near  Rowley  Regis, 
upon  which  a  charity  school  was  lutended  to  bo  erected;  and 
had  also  convoyed  to  Christopher  Stephenson,  a  messuage,  with 
the  buildings  thereto  belonging,  and  five  parcels  of  huid,  con- 
taining 15  acres  or  thereabouts,  (except  the  parcel  of  land 
conveyed  as  last  aforesaid,  and  which  was  taken  out  of  the 
closes);  and  also  a  parcel  of  land,  containing  two  acres 
and  two  roods,  adjoining  the  last  mentioned  lands ;  and  six 
other  paroeki  of  land,  containing  twelve  acres  |and  two  roods; 
all  which  premises  lay  in  the  parish  of  Rowley  Regis;  to 
the  end,  that  George  ^lackmiUan  and  Christopher  Stephen- 
son, and  the  snrviror  of  thenii  shonld  reoeive  and  take 
out  of  the  meesnage  and  premises,  or  any  part  thereof, 
two  sevend  annmtieB  of  £20  each»  to  be  paid  to  George  Mack- 
nuUaii  and  Christopher  Stephenson  half«yearly,  at  Hichaehnas 
and  Ladyday,  with  powers  of  distress  and  entiy,  and  solgect  to 

nse  of  George  MackmiUan  and  his  heirs; 
and  farther  reoiting,  thftb  a  sohod-honse,  for  the  education  of 
poor  ohildreD,  and  other  buildings  necessary  thereto,  had  been 
erected  on  the  pared  of  land  so  granted  by  Lord  Dudley  and 
Ward ;  and  that  George  Mackmillan  intended  to  erect  another 
school -house  and  buildings  for  the  same  purpose,  upon  the  par- 
cel of  laud  granted  by  him  for  that  puj  putie,  as  aforesaid  :  It 
was  witnessed,  that  for  the  better  maiutenajice  niul  suj>port  of 
the  institution,  George  Mackmillan  and  Christupiipr  Stephen- 
son granted  to  the  pai'ties  of  the  third  part,  and  thcii*  heir's,  the 
two  parcels  of  ground  on  ReddaL-hill,  and  near  the  towuof 
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Bowley  R<»gis,  and  the  bnildiiigs  tlierectii  ei-ected  or  to  be 
erected,  and  the  two  auuuities  or  rent-cliargci^  of  £20  each, 
upon  trust,  that  the  survivors  of  them,  their  heirs,  and  succes- 
sors,  should,  with  the  annuities^  keep  in  repair  the  school  build- 
ings respectively,  and  allow  such  annual  stipend  as  they  shall 
think  reasonable  towards  the  inainteuanoe  of  a  schoohnaster 
and  schoolmiiitresB,  vespeotiyely  to  be  appointed  thereto,  for 
instructing'  so  many  poor  boys  and  girls  in  the  principles  of  the 
Church  of  England,  and  in  nil  good  moral  principles  and  useful 
learning  for  poor  children^  that  is  to  say,  the  boys  to  be  taught 
to  read,  wiite^  and  cast  accotmts^  and  the  girls  to  read,  knit, 
and  sew;  and  Bhoald  apply  the  residue  of  the  annuities,  and 
the  rents  and  profits  of  the  parcelB  of  land  respectively,  if  any, 
towards  the  purchase  of  school  books  and  other  things  necessary 
for  the  education  of  the  poor  children,  as  the  trustees  should 
think  fit.  And  it  was  provided,  that  after  the  deaHi  of  George 
Mackmillan,  the  poor  children  of  the  parish  of  Rowley  Regis, 
and  the  schoolmasters  and  mistresses,  should  be  appointed  by 
the  trustees;  and  that  the  schoolmasters  and  unstresses  should 
not  receive  any  money  or  other  presents  from  the  children ; 
that  the  children  should  lie  chosen  out  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
juii  i-li,  ov  witliin  one  mile  thereof,  and  should  not  be  admitted 
under  the  age  of  five  years  ;  that  the  trustees  should  meet  ou 
some  one  day  on  or  preeedmg  tho  24th  .June,  to  examine  into 
the  conduct  of  the  schools,  and  make  regulations^  and  should 
have  the  power  to  suspend  or  expel  scholars  for  miscon- 
duct ;  and  it  was  provided,  that  when  the  number  of  trustees 
should  be  reduced,  by  death  or  other  legal  disqualitication, 
to  the  number  of  eight,  the  remaining  trustees  should  elect 
so  many  other  trustees,  members  of  the  Church  of  Sn^^d, 
as,  with  themsehres,  should  make  up  the  number  16; 
one-half  of  the  trustees  to  be  resident  in  the  town  of  Bir- 
mingham, and  the  other  half  in  the  parish  of  Bowley  Regis. 
And  it  was  further  provided,  that  the  offieiatin/ff  minister  of  the 
parish  of  Bowley  Regis  ihould  not  he  ellgtbU  to  he  a  maeter  in 
the  eehool, 

In  addition  to  the  annuities  pfiven  for  the  support  of  these 
schools  by  the  above-mentioned  deed,  there  is  now  applicable 
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to  that  purpose  a  sum  of  £^b2,  in  the  hands  of  die  Birmingham 
Canal  Company,  on  interest,  at  5  per  cent.,  made  up  of  the 
following  legacies 


£    8.  d. 


858  0  0 


The  sliarc  of  interest  on  this  sum,  belonging  to  the  school 
at  Heddal-hill,  is  £16  lis.  per  annmn,  which^  with  the  annuity 
of  £20^  forms  the  permanent  revenue  of  that  establishment.  It 
is  farther  supported  by  annual  subscriptions  and  donations, 
which  constitute  the  larger  portion  of  its  income. 

The  number  of  children  in  this  school  is  nut  limited ;  at 
present  from  120  to  130  of  both  sexes  are  educated  there,  and 
receive  the  instruction  directed  by  tho  founder ;  they  are 
admitted  by  a  committ^c^  of  tho  trustees  (who  meet  every 
month  at  the  school  for  tho  purpose  of  transacting  all  business 
relating  to  the  charity),  and  continue  as  loug  as  their  parents 
choose. 

The  salary  of  the  master  and  mistress  is  £75  a  year,  and 
£10  more  is  allowed  for  an  assistant  teacher  i  ooals,  candles, 
Bchoolbooks,  and  stationery  are  provided,  which,  with  the 
repairs  of  the  building,  make  up  an  annual  ezpeziditm«  of  near 
£120.    The  education  given  is  entirely  gratuitous. 

The  school  at  Rowley  Regis  was  built  soon  after  the  death 
of  George  Mackmillan  (which  took  place  about  60  years  ago)  by 
his  brother,  John  Mackmillan,  and  a  residence  for  the  master 
has  been  added  to  it,  the  materials  for  which  were  snpplicd  by 
the  representatives  of  John  Mackmillan,  and  the  expense  of  the 
building  defrayed  by  a  subscription. 

The  annuity  of  £20,  and  one  guinea  of  the  interest  received 
fipom  the  Birmingham  Canal  Company,  puraiumt  |o  the  legacy 
of  Mr.  CbiDingworth,  constitate  the  whole  income  of  this 

school. 
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The  whole  of  this  is  paid  to  tho  inaster  and  mistress,  wlio, 
for  thus  remuneration  and  the  aciviiuiiige  of  the  residence  reiit 
froe^  ("ducate  30  children,  boys^  and  girls,  in  nearly  eqnal 
numbt  r-,  in  the  manner  directed  by  the  foander  ;  tlicir  Pchool 
books  and  stationery  are  provided  by  the  jiarmts.  These 
children  are  appointed,  like  those  at  Reddal-hill,  by  the  com- 
mittee of  trustees,  who  m^t  at  this  school  also  once  a  month  to 
regulate  its  oonoerns.  The  master  takes  other  scholars,  who 
pay  for  tiheir  edncatioD. 

The  repairs  of  this  school  were  defrayed  by  Mr.  John  Kack- 
millan  daring  his  life,  and  since  his  death,  in  1817,  have  been 
paid  for  from  another  charitable  fund. 


GENEiiAL  CHAIUTIES. 

The  six  almshonses  of  Bedhill  are  oocapied .  by  six  poor 
fiunilies,  and  were  built,  with  sereral  benefactions,  apon  three- 
quarters  of  an  acre  of  land  given  by  Lord  Ward  and  John 
Turton,  in  1688,   There  is  a  garden  attached,  but  no  stipends. 

Mansill*8  Chabfty. — Elizabeth  Mansill  (1651),  £20,  from 

two  houses,  and  -j^  acres  of  laud,  i'or  the  poor. 

MooEE  AND  Tdeton^s  Chabity. — John  Moore  and  John 
Turton  (1739),  interest  of  £110  for  the  poor. 

Payton's  CHAUTr.^Mary  Bayton  (1758),  SOs.  out  of  Little 
Well  aose. 

-NtwDY's  CiiAKiTY. — Thomas  New  by  (1815),  £12,  from  a 
house  and  land  at  AVarley  Wigom,  all  for  the  poor. — Hf^lf  to 
Oldbury  of  this  last  benefaction. 
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Walbalii— origuially  WalshalU-^k  an  amnent  boroagh,  and 
ihriTing  market  town,  six  milee  east  of  Woiverliainptonj 
seated  on  tlie  brow  and  sides  of  an  extensiTe  eminence;  it  is 
the  second  manufacturing  town  in  the  ooontyj  and  oontaana 
many  publio  buildings  of  great  elegance;  it  is  divided  into  a 
borough  and  foreign,  the  former  containing  10,000,  and  the 
hitter  20,000  people,  extending  4  miles  north,  and  l{  miles  sonth 
of  the  towm.  Many  towns  in  tlii.s  neighbourhood  conclude  with 
the  word  hailj  or  all, — sucli  as  liubhall,  Pelsall,  &c.  Tliis  de- 
notes the  residences  of  tlie  Saxon  Thanes,  who  maintained 
baronial  dignities  at  these  places. 

Tlie  borough  stands  on  100  acres,  but  the  foreign  spreads 
over  more  than  8000.  The  Walsall  Union  contains  nearly 
50,000  inhabitants,  and  the  Municipal  Borough,  of  three  words, 
comprises  the  whole  parish. 

The  copyholders  of  Walsall  pay  only  a  few  pence  each, 
annnally  to  the  Lord  of  the  Manor  (Earl  of  Bradford),  and  can 
sell  their  estates  without  any  Testriction  as  to  dower,  or  the  ex- 
pense of  fines  in  the  London  courts. 

The  manor  of  Walsall  was  held  in  the  reign  of  Heniy  IH., 
by  William  Bafos,  at  a  yearly  rent  of  £26  198,  2d. ;  long  after- 
wards it  descended  to  the  "  King  Maker,'^  the  Earl  of  Warwick, 
and  thence  to  the  Doke  of  Northnmberland,  father-in.law  <rir 
Lady  Jane  Grey ;  it  was  then  seized  by  Queen  Mary,  and  sold 
to  Bichard  WUbraham,  for  £1000. 

2t 
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This  familj  held  it  until  one  of  the  females  carried  it  in 
marriage  to  the  Bradford  family,  with  whom  it  still  rests. 

Two  centimes  Ago,  Walsall  was  a  considerable  town,  and 
Birmingham  was  then  described  as  a  hamlet  near  WalsaU. 

Walsall  claims  the  names  of  John  Lord  Somers  (obit  1716)  $ 
Bishop  Hough,  a  Walsall  school-boy ;  Henry  Stone,  the  noto- 
rious  Cromweliitc ;  John  Persehoaae,  an  equally  notorious 
roj  alirit;  and  Mr.  Siddous,  the  iiiuibaiid  of  the  grcaL  actress 
of  that  name. 

The  parish  of  WalaalL  as  stated  above,  consists  of  two 
divisions: — 1.  The  town  or  borough. — 2.  The  foreign,  com- 
prising the  chapelry  of  Bloxwich^  and  several  small  hamlets, 
lying  on  all  sides  of  the  town.  The  charities^  for  the  most 
part^  extend  OTor  the  whole  parish;  bnt  there  are  some  which 
apply  exdtudyely  to  the  boroagh  only,  and  others  which  apply 
to  the  foreign  only,  or  to  parldcnlar  parts  thereof. 


THE  FREE  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL. 

By  letters  patent,  dated  2ud  July,  1st  Queen  Maiy,  (1554,)* 
granted  upon  the  humble  petition  of  Greorge  Hawe  and  Nicholas 
Hawe,  of  Walsall,  and  other  inhabitants  of  the  town  and  parish, 
a  grammar  school  for  the  instruction  of  boys  and  youth,  to  be 
called  The  Free  Grammar  School  of  Queen  Mary  at  Walsall/' 
was  established  there,  consisting  of  a  master  and  usher;  and 
it  was  ordered,  that  ten  of  the  more  discreet  and  honest  inha- 
bitants of  the  town  and  parish  of  Walsall,  should  be  governors 
of  the  school ;  and  George  Hawe^  Nicholas  Hawe,  and  eight 
others,  were  appointed  first  governors,  with  power,  when  one 
should  die,  that  the  survivors  should  choose  another  of  the 
inliabitants  of  the  town  and  paii>li  of  Walsall  to  succeed,  so 
that  there  should  always  be  ten  ;  and  further,  that  when  any  of 
the  governors,  except  George  Hawe,  Nicholas  Hawe,  and 
Nicholas  Clarkson,  siiould  with  their  families  dwell  out  of  the 
town  and  parish  of  Walsall,  for  one  whole  year,  they  should 

*Thin  a{>pMn  to  be  na  donbt  UnC  tfab  idiool  int  foaoded  by  Edward  YL, 
ttid  alltnraida  oooifmed  by  Qneen  Haiy. 
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cease  to  be  governors  of  the  school;  and  that  apon  auoh 
departarOj  the  remaining  goTemors  should  appoint  others,  so 
aa  to  keep  up  the  Dumber  of  ten.  And  it  was  ordained,  that 
the  goTemon  should  he  a  body  corporate,  and  ha^e  power  to 
hold  lands.  And  by  the  letters  patent,  tiie  Qaeen,  in  order  to 
cany  her  purpose  in  that  behalf  into  e£foct,  granted  to  the 
goremors  the  following  premises ;  a  messuage,  being  in  Wood- 
end,  and  the  lands  in  Woodend  demised  with  the  messnage ;  a 
pasture  lying  in  Tipton,  in  the  oonnty  of  Stafford,  and  an  acre 
of  land  in  Bloxwich;  also  a  pasture  lying  in  Wslsall;  also 
certain  pastures  and  tenements  lying  in  Bloxwich,  called  Vernon 
and  Jieamond  ;  also  a  messuage  and  lands  in  Norton ;  also  a 
croft  lying  in  Caldmore  ;  also  a  pasture  lying  in  Harden ;  and 
also  a  messuage,  barn  and  lands  lying  in  Slielfield,  all  in  the 
parisli  of  Walsall,  all  which  promises  had  been  lately  parcels 
of  the  possessions  of  cn  lain  chantries  therein  nn  iii  inued,  and 
which  premises  then  extended  to  the  cleaf  yearly  value  of  £10. 
Authority  was  given  to  the  governors  to  use  a  common  seal,  to 
elect  the  master  and  usher,  and  to  make  statutes  for  the  goYom- 
ment  of  the  school,  with  the  advice  of  the  bishop  of  the  diocese; 
and  if  any  one  of  the  ten  governors  should  break  the  ordinances 
and  statutes  so  made,  power  was  given  to  the  rest  to  expel  him, 
and  appoint  another  in  his  room. 

Under  this  endowment,  the  trustees  of  the  grammar  school 
possess  lands  lying  in  all  ike  places  named  in  the  diarter ; 
which  consisted  of  the  following  qoantitiea,  according  to  a 
Borvey  and  admeasorement  made  in  the  year  1819 ; — 

A.  E.  P. 

1.  W(x^eud  Farm,  in  the  parish  of  Walsall  Foreign,  OQntttiniiig  100  0  5 

2.  Shcllleld  Farm,  in  Walsall  Foreign                                  35  1  31 

3.  Bloxwich  Farm,  in         ditto                                        42  2  IG 

4  NortoB  Farm,  in  tlie  pariah  of  Norton                            06  1  86 

6.  Tipton  Farm,  in  ihc  pjirish  of  Tipton  (of  whidi  1a.  ]  r.  35r.  ^ 

forms  part  of  the  line  of  the  Birmiughani  canal  and  >    23  1  11 

tow  path).  ) 

The  property  of  tho  charity  has  undergone  some  alteration, 
nnd  its  objects  liave  been  somowliat  varied,  by  aii  Act  of  Par- 
luiment,  passed  in  the  year  3  797,  ''for  enabling  the  governors 
of  the  Free  Grammar  School  of  Qnccii  Mary,  at  Walsall,  to 
sell  certain  mines  under  part  of  their  land&,  and  to  sell  and 
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ejcdiange  certain  pavts  of  tli6lr  laaidi  lying  dispersed,  for  im- 
proving and  extending  the  benefits  of  the  foundation  of  the 

scliool,  for  eiilargiug  the  trusts  and  powers  of  the  governors, 
and  for  enabling  them  tu  build  a  chapel,  and  other  purposes.'* 
By  this  Act,  it  was  amoni?  other  thingrs  enacted,  that  it  should 
be  lawful  for  the  govemuis  to  bell  as  well  the  mines  of  coal, 
and  other  minerals  lying  nnder  any  part  of  the  Ifuuls  belonging 
to  the  Rcho<  »l,  also  the  followino-  pieces  of  laud,  parcels  of 
the  estates  of  the  school,  viz. — a  parcel  of  land  called  Leymoor, 
containing  -in.  22 r. ;  another  parcel  of  land,  called  Cornwall 
Field,  containing  2r.  22 p;  another  parcel  of  land,  adjoining  a 
field  called  Windmill  Field,  containing  1a.  3b.  13p.,  in  the 
tenure  of  Thomas  Devy  Wightwiok ;  and  three  other  closes  of 
land,  in  the  parish  of  Norton-nnder-Cannork,  known  by  the 
several  names  of  the  Farthings,  containing  2a.  2r.  22p.  ;  the 
Park^  containing  one  acre;  and  the  New  Ditch  Meadow^  oon- 
tauung  4a.  18p.  ;  no  tobh  sale  to  be  made  in  any  other  way 
than  by  pablio  auction^  nor  without  the  approbaldon  of  the 
Bishop  of  Lichfield  and  Coventiy;  and  that  the  money  to  arise 
from  soch  sales  should  be  paid  by  the  pnrcbaser  into  the  Bank' 
of  England^  in  the  name  of  the  Acoonntant-General  of  the 
Court  of  Chancery.  That  it  should  be  lawM  for  the  govemora 
to  expend  so  mnch  of  these  purchase  monies  as  should  be  neoee- 
saiy  in  purchasing  freehold  land  in  the  town  of  Walsall,  and 
in  erecting  a  chapel  thereon ;  and  also  in  erecting  new  school- 
houses  and  school-rooms,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the 
Act;  and  that  the  residue  of  such  purchase  monies  should  be 
invested  in  the  purchase  of  freehold  or  copyhold  estates  of  in- 
heritance, in  the  counties  of  Stalibrd,  Salop,  Warwick,  or 
Worcester.  That  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  governors  to  build 
and  establish  as  many  school-houses  and  school-rooms,  in  con- 
venient situations  in  the  town  and  parish  of  Walsall,  as  they 
should  judge  necessary;  and  to  direct  how  many  boys  and 
girls  should  be  admitted  into  the  schools,  what  they  should  be 
taught^  and  how  many  should  be  maintained,  clothed,  and  put 
out  apprentice^  or  to  service ;  and  from  time  to  time  to  aj^oint 
such  and  so  many  persons  to  be  masters  and  mistresses,  to  m- 
stmct  so  many  boys  and  girls^  inhabitants  of  or  belonging  to 
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the  town  ttodpariBh  of  Walsall,  m  loading,  imting,  knitting, 
sewing,  aritiimefcic,  fgeograpby,  navigationj  drawing,  mal^ie- 
matios,  the  modem  languages,  and  other  branches  of  edaoation, 
as  should  in  the  judgment  of  the  goremorB  be  proper  io  render 
Ihefomdation  ef  <A«  tiuwi  general  use  amd  hene/Uj  so  that  never- 
theless there  should  be  always  one  head  master  and  one  nsher, 
at  least,  in  conformity  with  the  letters  patent  for  instracting 
children  in  classical  learning ;  such  bead  master  to  be  a  clergy- 
man of  the  Church  of  England,  in  priests  orders,  and  a  graduate 
at  one  of  the  universities.  That  ilie  right  of  nomination  of  a 
minister  of  the  intended  chapel,  should  be  vested  lu  the  gover- 
nors; sui  h  minister  to  be  licensed  by  the  bishop  of  the  diocese 
and  to  have  been  jireviously  elected  headmaster  of  the  gram- 
mar school ;  and  in  rase  such  appointment  eliouhl  bo  rejected 
by  the  bishop,  such  person  should  cease  to  be  head  master  of 
the  school ;  and  in  cose  any  person  so  nominated  and  licensed 
by  the  bishop  should  be  removed  from  the  office  of,  or  cease  to 
be  head  master  of  the  school,  that  then  such  person  should 
cease  to  be  minister  of  the  chapel.  That  such  minister  should 
be  paid  out  of  the  revenues  of  the  trust  estates,  £50  a  year, 
clear  of  all  deductions.  That  the  goTemors  should  have  power 
to  let  the  seats  in  the  said  chapel,  the  annual  rent  for  one 
sitting  not  to  exceed  7s.,  or  be  less  than  2s.  6d.  That  no  per- 
son should  be  a  governor,  unless  he  possessed  in  his  own  right, 
or  in  right  of  his  wife,  £80  a  year  dear,  in  land,  or  a  personal 
estate  of  the  valne  of  4600,  and  be  a  member  of  the  Church  of 
England*  That  no  governor  should  rent  or  occupy  any  part  of 
the  school  estates,  nor  be  eligible  to  be  master,  or  usher,  or 
hold  any  place  of  profit  under  the  letters  patent,  or  that  Act. 

Under  the  provisi  ms  of  this  Act,  the  three  pieces  of  ground 
in  Norton  parish,  containing  together  7a.  and  3r.  were  sold  by 
public  auction  to  the  owners  of  the  adjacent  land.  Five  parcels 
of  land  in  Walsall  Foreign,  coritjiiiung-  together  9a.  3e.  16p. 
were  exchanged  with  John  C If  mi  nts  Whatclcy,  Esq,,  for 
5a.  3k.  15p.  of  land  belonging  to  him,  forming  part  of  the 
farm  No.  3 ;  and  besides  these  inclosures,  2b.  and  32p.  of  open 
field  land,  allowed  by  the  Act  to  be  sold,  were  given  to  Mr. 
Whateley  in  exchange.   The  value  of  the  respective  properties 
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WBS  asoertained  by  three  surveyors,  and  the  transaction  was 

approved  by  the  bisliop. 

There  was  a  former  survey  of  the  school  lauds  taken  in. 
1784,  which  agrees  very  nearly  with  the  modem  one,  except 
that  by  the  latter  the  measurement  of  the  Woodend  Farm  ia 
made  about  five  acres  more. 

By  the  purvey  of  1 78i,  there  appeiu^  to  have  been  two  strips 
of  land,  in  tliL"  open  field,  which  are  thus  described: — 

A*  K*  I* 

Onftjraiiivimicl&lin   1  $  IS 

0  3  13  * 

And  against  them  are  written  the  following  words : — 

*^  It  is  Bopposed  that  one  of  these  parts  belong  to  Walsall 
school^  and  paid  for  hj  Mr.  Stnbbs.^' 

It  is  most  probable  that  the  piece  of  land  mentioned  in  the 
Act  of  Parliament  amongst  those  which  the  goTemors  were 
empowered  to  sell^  "  adjoining  a  common  field,  called  Windmill- 
field,  containing  1a.  3r.  13p.,  in  the  tenure  of  Thomas  Devy 
Wightwiek,"  was  the  first  of  the  two  parcels  mentioned  above 
as  the  measurement  and  locality  agree,  and  as  the  property  in 
that  parish,  formerly  belonging  to  Mr.  Stubbs^  came  into  the 
possession  of  Mr.  Wightwirk. 

The  gov^emors  were  unable  to  identify  this  piece  of  land 
(which  appears,  indeed,  to  have  been  the  case  in  1  784),  and  the 
subsequent  inclosure  has,  of  course,  now  rendered  it  impossible ; 
but  it  appears  by  the  books,  that  for  more  than  60  years  the 
governors  received  from  Stubbs^  and,  before  him,  from  a  person 
of  the  name  of  Slaney,  and  since  Stubbs,  from  Mr.  Wight  wick, 
an  annual  som  of  5s.^  which  is  entered  in  the  governor's  books 
as  rent. 

The  total  rental  of  the  property  in  the  year  1823  amonnied 
to  £418  128. 

In  addition  to  this  rental  there  are  also  attached  to  the  Bohool- 
honses,  pews  in  the  chnrch,  and  a  c^Muse  abutting  on  the  yestry 
at  one  end,  and  on  the  free  seats  at  the  other,  divided  into  three 
lines  of  seats,  which  axe  intended  for  the  boys  of  the  grammar 
school. 
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Under  the  land  at  Tipton^  there  are  coal  mines^  which  were 
sold  under  the  authorily  of  the  aforesaid  Act^  hj  pnbHc  anotioDj 
to  Charles  Poolton^  Stunuel  Plrond^  Thomas  Prioe^  and  John 
Law,  for  a  term  of  42  years,  at  £505  per  acre,  amoanting,  in 
the  whole  to  £12,243  Is.  lO^d. 

By  the  coiitract  entered  into  on  tliis  occasion,  wkich.  is  dated 
the  24tli  March,  1800,  the  govirnora  of  the  school  covenanted 
with  the  lessees,  that  they  \^'ould,  oii  or  before  tho  29th  of 
September  follow  ing,  or  as  soon  aa  the  title  could  be  perfected, 
convey  to  Charles  Poolton,  &c.,  all  the  mines  and  veins  of  coal 
and  ironstone  under  those  ten  closes  lu  ar  Prmce's-eud,  in  tho 
parish  of  Tipton,  therein  particularly  named,  and  also  under  the 
Birmingham  canal  navigation,  passing  through  the  lands, 
containing  24  acres  and  39  perches  (being  the  measuzement  of 
the  wliole  in  the  survey  of  1784),  together  with  license  on  the 
25th  March  following,  to  enter  into  the  lands  and  search  for 
coal,  to  set  np  engines,  and  oany  away  Hie  ooal  and  ]roiistone« 
in  snch  manner,  and  at  snch  time,  within  the  tenn  of  42  years, 
as  th^  shonld  think  proper,  and  to  make  cats  and  canals  across 
the  same,  nuddng  satisfaction  to  the  tenant  of  the  land  for  the 
damage,  and  also  paying  sndi  satis&ction  to  the  Bimdngham 
Canal  Company  as  they  ahonld  be  entitled  to,  by  wtae  of  the 
the  Act  of  Bttliament  made  for  maintaining  the  canal,  for  the 
injuries  they  should  sustain  by  working  the  mines,  contrary  to 
the  provisions  of  the  Acts  of  Parliament ;  to  hold  the  same  for 
42  years  from  the  25th  March,  subject  to  the  payment  of  the 
sum  before  mentioned;  in  consideration  whereof,  tho  said 
Poolton  and  others,  severally  and  respectively,  hut  not  jointly, 
covenanted  to  pay  the  sum  into  the  Rauk  of  England,  airreeably 
to  the  provisions  of  the  Act  passed  ii7th  Geo.  III.,  for  exteiulirtn' 
the  powers  of  the  governors,  namely,  £lt)38  Is.  lO^d.  on  the 
29th  September  follo\\nng,  and  £505  yearly  on  the  25th  March, 
until  the  whole  should  be  paid;  the  lessees  to  fill  up  the  cuts, 
drains,  &c.,  and  make  the  whole  of  tho  lands  fit  for  tillage, 
before  the  25th  March  1842,  and  make  np  the  gates  and  fences 
in  tenantable  repair.  And  the  governors  further  covenanted, 
that  they  would  demise  the  doses,  to  hold  to  the  lessees  from 
the  25th  Hardi  next,  after  the  death  of  Daniel  Whitehousej  for 
21  years^  at  a  rent  of  £80. 
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It  appears  that  Daniel  Whitehonse  died  about  1801^  ha/nng 
before  that  held  the  land  on  lease,  at  £12  a-year. 

The  whole  of  these  instalments^  and  also  the  stun  of  £320 
for  the  sale  of  the  throe  pieces  of  land  in  Norton,  sold  as  befim 

mentioned,  namely 

£  •.d. 

One  to  Phineas  Husscj',  for  ,       165  0  0 

One  to  WOliam  Neville  Brooka,  for.   180  0  0 

And  one  to  Richard  Gildart,  for   45  0  0 

were  received  from  1^  respective  purchasers,  and  paid  over  to 
the  Aooountant-General  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  with  tho 
exception  of  £350,  part  of  the  mine  instalments,  which  remained 
to  be  acGoonted  for  by  the  representatives  of  Mr.  Samuel 
Wilson,  the  treasorer  at  that  time. 

It  appears,  that  for  many  years  previons  to  1613,  no  regular 
settlement  of  aeoomits  had  taken  place  with  the  treasurers, 
altfaongb  fireqnently  required  by  the  governors.  In  that  year, 
an  investigation  took  place,  on  which  it  was  found  that  there 
was  due  fiom  him  on  the  mine  instalment  aoooant,  a  balance  of 
abont  £1000.  For  tiiis  smn  he  gave  a  bond  to  the  governors, 
the  whole  of  which,  except  £360,  was  paid  off  after  his  d^ih. 
Hist  investigation  led  to  the  dismissal  of  Mr.  Wilson  from  Lia 
office,  and  ho  died  soon  after  iu  embarrassed  circumstances. 

There  was  then  standing  in  tlie  name  of  the  accountant- 
general,  to  the  account  **  Ex  parte  the  governors  of  the  criimmar 
school  of  Walsall/'  £11,854  8s.  lid.  three  per  cent  coudols. 

The  sums  paid  to  the  accountant-general  were  inves.t^^d  as 
received,  and  the  dividends  regularly  re-invested ;  but  the  stock 
was  kept  down  1}  largo  sums,  directed  at  different  times,  by 
orders  of  court,  to  be  raised  by  sale  of  stock  for  various  purposes 
connected  with  the  charity. 

By  order  of  the  ISth  December,  1800,  asnm  of  £992  2s.  5d. 
was  directed  to  be  paid  for  tho  following  purposes: — 1.  For 
discharging  a  mortgage  of  £000,  borrowed  in  order  to  defiray 
the  expenses  of  the  Act.  2.  F«r  paying  the  auction  duty  on 
the  sale  of  the  mines,  £806  Is.  6d.  3.  For  the  redemption  of 
tiie  kmd-tax,  £86  Os.  lid. 

By  order  of  the  10th  Aogns^  1813,  a  smn  of  £2750  was 
directed  to  be  paid  for  the  purchase  of  a  house,  warehouse,  and 
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other  buildings,  with  a  garden^  tobe  conyertedinto  two  schools 
and  school-hooses  for  the  two  natters ;  aods  Bom  of  £46d  tlieu 
in  hand,  and  as  much  more  aa  should  be  necessary  to  be  raised 
hj  sale  of  stoek,  was  ordered  to  be  paid  for  costs  and  expenses 
■ittending  this  purchase,  to  be  taxed  by  the  master. 

la  1817^  a  sum  of  £940  16b.  2d.  was  ordered  to  be  paid  for 
the  expeoBe  of  the  alterations  on  the  sehool  premises. 

By  order  of  the  21st  XoTember,  1818^  £919  was  direotedto 
be  paid  for  the  purchase  of  land,  part  from  the  Earl  of  Bradford^ 
and  part  from  Mr.  Joseph  Stobbs,  whereon  to  ereot  a  chapel. 

On  the  22nd  April,  1822,  it  was  ordered  that  £263  18s. 
should  be  paid  to  the  truBtees,  to  defray  a  balance  due  fiom 
them  in  the  current  expenditure. 

Rrevionsly  to  the  last  mentioned  order,  the  dindends  (as 
has  been  observed),  had  been  re-invested  by  the  accountant- 
general  ;  but  it  being-  found  that  the  rental  of  the  estates,  which 
then  amounted  only  to  £432  10s.  a  year,  and  that  subject  to 
defalcations  and  allowances  to  tenants,  fell  considerably  short 
of  the  annual  expenditure^  a  petition  was  presented  to  tlie  court, 
praying,  among  other  tilings,  that  the  dividends  of  the  stock 
might  be  paid  to  the  governors,  to  be  applied  by  them  for  the 
purposes  of  the  chanty.  An  order  was  made  on  the  day  abOFO* 
mentioned,  granting  the  prayer  of  the  petition. 

The  income  in  the  year  1823,  consisted  of  rents,  £418  12s.; 
dividends,  £859  lis.;  totals  £778  ds.  In  addition  to  the 
regular  income,  the  trustees  received  the  following  sums  for 
timber  sold  off*  their  estates:— In  1805,  £10;  ia  1806,  £40; 
in  1813,  £274  10s. ;  and  in  1814,  £134  10s. 

The  third  of  these  sums  Wta  included  in  the  accounts  of  tiie 
then  treasurer,  Mr.  Wilson,  and  was  applied  (as  the  tiro  pre- 
ceding ones  had  been)  in  supplying  the  excess  whicb  at  thaft 
time  existed  in  the  ordinaxy  expenditure  beyond  the  income, 
and  in  defraying  a  charge  for  businesa  done  by  him  and  his 
agents,  for  several  years  preceding,  amounting  to  £124  18s.  4d. 

The  remaining  sum  of  £184  10b.,  together  with  £796  16s.  8d. 
reoeiTed  from  Mr.  Wilson's  executors  for  part  of  principal  and 
interest  on  the  bond  account,  making  altogether  £930  6s.  8d.» 
formed  an  extra  receipt,  the  application  of  which  was  accounted 

2d 
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tor  in  the  same  way;  by  the  excess  of  ardinaiy  ezpenditim^ 
repairs,  and  other  small  disbnrsements.  In  1813,  ih»  rental 
was  £397  9s.  6d.,  and  the  scale  of  annnsl  ezpeoditore  was 
£476  8s.  8d.j  making  an  annual  defidencj  of  nearlj  £60.  This 
deficiency  was  afterwards  lessened^  bat  to  no  great  extent,  bj 
some  retrenchments,  snd  some  small  increase  of  the  rental. 
The  repairs  snd  improvements  from  1815  to  1821,  prindpaUy 
in  the  old  school-buildings^  and  in  fitting  up  three  school-rooms 
with  oaken  seats  and  desks,  amonnted  to  £717  5s.  4d.  These 
several  disbnrsements,  with  two  snms  of  £68  ISs.  4d,  paid  to 
Mr.  Stnbbs,  for  interest  of  the  purchase  money  of  the  piece  of 
land  lioiitrht  of  him,  and  £58  3s,  Gd.  for  a  wall  to  bo  built  by 
the  governors,  piu^suaiit  to  their  contract  with  him,  fencing  in 
the  land  so  purchased,  exhausted  the  above-mentioned  sura  of 
£930  (>s.  8<1.,  jiud  occasioned  the  deficiency  of  £263  10^.^  which 
was  paid  iVom  the  funds  in  the  Accooutaut-General's  hands,  by 
the  order  of  the  22nd  April,  1822. 

The  buildings  purchased  in  1813  were  converted,  as  has 
been  before  noticed,  into  two  school-rooms  and  two  houses  ;  one 
a  very  good  one  for  the  resid^ce  of  the  head-master^  and  the 
other  for  the  second  master* 

The  premises  are  very  commodious;  but  it  may  be  observed 
that  the  large  sum  expended  on  them — no  less,  as  appears  from 
orders  of  court,  than  £3,690,  seems  hardly  oomx>atible  with  the 
provident  administration  of  the  trust  fund. 

The  old  school  premises  (part  of  the  original  grant),  was 
converted  into  a  residence  for  another  master,  who  coDdncted 
there  an  English  school  ontbefl'ational  plan,  established  nnder 
the  authority  of  the  Act. 

Besides  this  additional  school,  the  governors  paid  small 
salaries  to  two  schoolmistresses,  in  a  distant  part  of  the  parish, 
called  Walsall-wood,  for  the  education  of  20  children. 

Flans  of  the  proposed  chapel  were  obtained,  and  one  of 
them,  amounting  to  £2245,  was  accepted  at  a  meeting  of  the 
governors. 

The  land  was  purchased  at  an  enormous  price,  the  sum  paid 
for  2a.  1r.  26p.  having  been  £919.  It  is  diiiicult  to  account 
for  all  the  circumstances  of  this  transaction.    The  larger  portion 
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of  the  land,  ziamely,  1  a.  8r.  6p.  purchased  of  Lord  Bradford, 
and  which  appeared  of  ample  extent  for  the  erection  of  a  chapel, 
waB  bought  for  £429,  being  at  the  rate  of  £240  per  acre,  or 
somewhat  less  than  Is.  the'sqnare  yard;  the  rest  being  2s.  28p. 
purchased  off  Stnbbs,  adjoining  the  former,  and  apparently  not 
of  any  different  qoaHty^  cost  £490,  being  8s.  a  sqoare  yard ; 
and  thoogh  the  acqoisition  of  this  piece  of  land  would  affbrd  the 
means  of  improving  the  site  of  l^e  chapel,  and  it  was  supposed 
that  the  land  not  wanted  for  the  chapel  wonld  produce  a  good 
rent  as  pasture  or  garden  ground,  yet  the  expediency  of  maldng 
this  further  purchase  at  so  extraordinary  an  advance  is  yery 
questionable.  It  appears  also  veiy  doabtfol,  whether  the  situa- 
tion of  the  land,  thus  dearly  purchased,  and  which  is  within  the 
town,  was  suited  to  the  purpose  in  view. 

Before  the  new  schools  were  built,  in  1847,  the  grammar 
branch  of  the  sclioul  was  conducted  in  Park-street,  and  the 
commercial  school  in  St.  MattheVs  churchyard.  The  present 
handsome  and  commodious  schools  are  well  situated  in  l^ich- 
field-street ;  they  comprise  extensive  claas-rooms,  and  tlu-ee 
handsome  residences  for  three  masters,  to  which  adjoin  large 
gardens,  and  extensive  play  ground ;  whilst  in  front  of  the 
whole  rango  of  schools  and  buildings,  are  tastefully  laid  out 
garden  grounds. 

The  Tercentenary  of  the  foundation  of  this  institution  was 
commemorated  on  the  4th  of  July,  1854;  and  as  a  memorial  of 
that  great  and  interesting  festival,  it  was  proposed  to  found  an 
exhibition,  open  to  the  Universities  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge, 
for  the  pupils  educated  on  the  foundation.  This  laudable 
proposition  originated  entirely  with  former  pupils  of  the  school^ 
who  liberally  came  forward  with  their  subscriptions  for  the 
purpose.  Hie  scheme  had  received  the  unqualified  sanction  of 
the  Bishop  of  Lichfield  (as  official  visitor  of  the  school),  of  the 
governors,  and  of  the  head  master.  From  £750  to  £1,000 
would  (it was  estimated)  be  the  sum  required;  and  through  the 
exertions  of  the  conmiittee  appointed  at  a  preliminary  meeting 
on  the  16th  May  previous,  no  less  than  £650  had  been  subscribed. 

The  bells  of  the  fine  old  parish  clmrch  opened  with  morry 
peals  the  day^s  festivities,  which  they  continued  to  enliven 


Digitized  by  Google 


360 


WALSALL  »■!  OEAMXAB  BCHOOL. 


througliout  with  their  cheerful  strainn.  At  one  o*clock  in  the 
afternoon  a  noble  baron  of  beef,  and  a  goodly  supply  of  other 
edibles^  were  served  up  in  the  large  school-room,  where  the 
papik,  numbering  125,  sat  down  to  dinner.  Smoking  plam- 
paddings,  also  made  their  appearance  in  doe  time ;  and  it  ia 
needless  to  add,  that  ample  justice  was  done  to  the  good  old 
English  fare.  At  a  quarter  before  three  o'clock  the  boySj  with 
the  mayor,  (Samuel  Lowe,  ■^^q,,)  the  masters  and  govemora  of 
the  school,  the  clergy,  and  moat  of  the  principal  inhabitaata  of 
the  locality,  walked  in  procession  to  St.  Panl'a  Chapel,  where 
Divine  service  waa  performed.  Brayera  having  been  read  hj 
the  Bev.  J.  B.  Pngh,  an  impressive  disconrse  was  delivered  by 
the  Bight  Bev.  the  Lord  Bishop  of  the  Bioceee,  from  Acta 
zvii.  15:  ''And  they  that  condncted  Faial  broaght  him  to 
Athens/'  At  five  o'clock  the  governors  and  visitors  sat  down 
to  a  sumptuous  collation,  in  the  noble  school-room,  which  waa 
titatefiilly  decorated  for  the  occasion.  Large  stands  of  fine 
green-bouse  plants  were  placed  at  cither  end,  and  from  the  walls 
were  suspended  a  number  of  excellent  and  interesting  pictures, 
kiiully  lent  by  H.  Fletcher,  H.  C.  Wiudlo,  and  R.  JesBon, 
E.si|rs.  The  chair  was  occupied  by  the  senior  governor,  H.  C. 
Windle,  Esq.,  who  was  supported  on  his  right  by  the  Lord 
Bishop  of  the  Diocese ;  and  on  his  left,  by  the  Kev.  J.  B.  Pogh, 
head  master  of  the  school. 

After  the  removal  of  the  cloth,  the  pupils  were  condncted 
into  the  room,  and  were  each  helped  to  a  glass  of  wine,  in  which 
to  drink  the  health  of  her  HCegesty.   The  Loyal  toast  was  then 

given  by  the  Chairman,  and  drunk  with  the  greatest  enthusiasm, 
followed  by  the  whole  company  singing  the  National  Anthem. 
"The  Lord  Bishop  of  the  Diocese,'^  "The  late  and  present 
Masters  of  the  School,"  and  other  appropriate  toasts  wcrt?  also 
given  in  due  course.  That  of  "The  Governors  of  the  institu- 
tion" was  proposed  by  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Owen  (late  of  Bilston), 
in  a  long  address  of  great  eloquence,  which  concluded  thus  : — 
"  Nero  who  was  execrated  by  the  world,  fouqd,  it  was  said, 
some  one  to  love  him ;  for,  in  the  language  of  Byron, 

'  Wlicn  Nero  diod  bonPRlh  thn  rurso  of  Ruiiu', 
Some  b«Bd  luuetn  ttrewsd  flower*  on  Ma  tombk* 
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So,  with  Queen  Mary,  the  people  of  Walsall  could  strew  flowers 
on  her  tomb,  and  say  that  if  she  burnt  280  of  her  Bobjectej  she 
founded  a  school  for  Walfiall." 

A  Converaamoae,  attended  by  aboot  150  ladiet  and  genUe- 
men,  and  enlivened  by  instnunental  and  Tooalnnuio,  terminated 
the  important  and  interasting  prooeedinga. 


BECENT  INQUIBT,  IN  1855. 

At  tlic  ]>ublic  inquiry  into  tho  cbaritief,  held  in  tho  (niild- 
hall,  in  June,  1855,  before  Thomas  Hare,  Esq.,  Inspector  of 
Charities,  the  following  evidence  was  given  in  connexion  with 
the  Free  GrammAr  School. 

A  lai^  nnmber  of  gentlnnem  were  present- during  tbia 
inyestigationi  among  whom  may  be  spedfied^  F.  B.  Oerton^ 
Esq.  (mayor)^  S.  Stephens^  W.  Ward,  8.  Lowe,  R  Jeeson, 
H.  C.  Windle,  C.  F.  Darwall,  J.  W.  Newman,  F.  A.  Edwards, 

S.  WiUdnson,  junior  (town  derk),  Sco,,  &o. 

The  Inspector  opened  the  proceedings,  by  saying  that  he  had  on  the  preceding 
evening  spent  thns  or  four  bofiin  at  tUs  exocUeat  iaatitatioii,  in  wbioh  vwy 
isaterialduu^^sppetnd  to  have  taken  pkoei^  nportof  a  fonner  oom- 
mueioa  of  taqary,  m  tlie  yev  1883.  M  the  tune  that  nport  ma  made^  tlio 

grammar  school  was  conducted  in  Park-street,  the  comnMnial  aofaool  fli  8t> 
Matthew's  Churchyard,  and  St.  Panl'a  Chapel  had  not  been  built.  In  the  fetr 
1837,  the  system  of  the  school  whb  re-modelled,  by  the  governors,  at  the  sni^^ 
tion,  !ind  uuder  the  direction  of  the  Rev.  C.  F.  Childe.  The  rules  then  drawn  np 
were  those  under  which  the  school  w.is  at  prtaent  conducted.  In  the  grammar 
school  sixty-six  boys  were  admitted,  and  in  the  commercial  school  eighty-four. 
The  chapel  Wiis  built  ou  lund  purchased  from  Lord  Bradford.  The  chapel  and 
the  land  cost  about  kJi,QOO,  to  provide  which  sum  a  portion  of  the  stock  was  :>uid 
out.  Theniaateref  thoadiodliraa  alao  the  ohaplain.  All  the  seftts  were  let^ 
andtbepev-nntaainooiitedtoiipwvdBof  £40i]iBn^  A  xental  of  £80  l(k 
peraimnm,«aaa]aoderitabb&ompQitkinaof  thehsidpefchaae^  the  aito 
ofthediapeL  ThelBonth  SUianiahim  Bjubnj  Conqmiy  bought  the  pnmiaea 
in  Park-street,  in  the  year  1847.  Hie  governors  then  purchased  a  ineoe  of  land 
in  Liohfield-street,  on  whioh  the  present  school  was  erected.  They  had  alio 
recently  effected  an  exchange  with  Lord  Hathcrton,  of  the  old  school  premises 
and  house  in  the  chnrchyard,  for  a  snm  of  £50,  in  lieu  of  two  houses  and  gardens 
acljaront  to  the  new  schools  m  LichJield-strcct.  In  the  year  1844,  four  acres  of 
I  land  at  VVoodead  were  aoid  by  the  goTemors  to  the  BuminghAm  Canal  Company, 
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the  govemow  it  tta  lame  time  pawittMiig  from  the  oompany  an  cqttal  nmnber  of 
acres  near  the  same  place.  This  arrangement  was  not  quite  oompletecl,  but  the 
gomnocs  were  in  receipt  of  the  rent  of  the  land  ao  purchased,  and  were  also 
entitled  to  interest  on  the  purchase  moni^  of  the  land  taken  b7  the  oompany. 

The  following  sums  in  stock  belonged  to  the  charity  :-t£3,S63  IDs.  5d.,  and 
£2,979.  Fart  of  this  amount  arose  from  the  sale  of  mines,  under  land  at  the 
Bircliills,  and  part  from  the  surface.  Tlic  dividend  on  the  stock  amounted  to 
£174  103.  lid.  The  total  income  of  the  school  was  £873  per  annum.  There  were 
at  the 'present  tiiiic  three  or  tour  applications  for  admission  into  the  grammar 
school,  and  tiftccn  or  sixteen  for  tiie  commercial  school.  Any  Inns  residing  in 
the  parish  were  received  in  their  turn,  the  qualiGcation  being,  that  they  should  be 
subject  to  the  rule  that  when  two  brothers  were  already  in  the  school,  a  boy  of 
another  family  should  get  the  preference  to  a  third  brother.  Practically,  the 
benefits  of  the  school  were  limited  to  the  children  of  members  of  the  Cbnrcfa  of 
Xnf^and. 

The  Mayor  said  this  involved  a  hardship,  and  illiberally  interfered  with  religions 
oreeds  of  different  denominations.  He  suggested  that  the  boys  should  (if  the 
parents  so  desired),  be  liberated  from  the  injunction  of  attendinpr  ehapcl,  or 
learning  the  catechism ;  the  only  qiialificnt ion  beinsr,  that  the  parents  should  sec 
that  their  boys  atfcuaed  sotue  place  of  worship,  according  to  whatever  pcrstiasion 
they  profess»cd.  He  had  been  spoken  to  by  a  gcutkman,  one  of  the  macristrat«» 
of  the  borough,  a  Roman  Catholic,  and  who  complained  that  his  children  were 
depnved  of  what  he  conceived  to  be  their  Irirthright,  namely,  a  participation  in 
the  aEvantages  of  this  sdiool,  by  promons  with  which  he  could  not  comply.  He 
(the  mayor),  was  a  member  of  the  Chnrch  of  England,  but  he  thought  it  his  dvltj 
to  bring  these  HQtresentations,  as  mayor  of  the  borough,  before  the  inspector. 
Similar  representations  had  been  made  to  him  by  Baptists  and  others. 

M  r.  A\'ilkinson  here  remarked  that  his  father  had  applied  to  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Pugh,  the  head  master,  for  the  admission  of  his  brother,  ^fr.  rug:h  replied  that 
he  (Xiuid  not  become  a  scholar  without  saying  what  was  untrue,  since  he  had  never 
been  baptised.  A  letter  to  this  clicct  vfas  h.nnded  in  by  Mr.  Darwall,  which  had 
bwn  receivetl  by  tlic  trustees,  from  Mr.  S.  W  iikiuson,  senior. 

The  Inspector  observed  Uiat,  as  the  governors  were  preijcut,  he  wished  to  hear 
any  ebsenration  they  had  to  oflier,  with  lefevenoe  to  the  modifioation  of  rule  7, 
which  reqnired  every  boy  attending  the  school  to  attend  St.  Paul's  Church  on  the 
Sabbathday.  It  bad  been  suggested  that  this  role  should  he  reieinded,  asbeing 
of  too  arbitrary  a  nature;  and  that  the  boys  of  those  paroats  who  wished  it  should 
be  excused  from  that  injunction,  the  ouly  qualiGcation  required  being,  that  the 
parents  should  guarantee  their  boys'  attendance  at  a  place  of  worship,  according 
to  their  own  pfrsnasion.  He  qnite  acquiesced  in  the  suggestion,  and  hoped  to 
find  such  a  regulation  would  in  future  be  carried  out. 

R.  Jesson,  Esq.,  one  of  the  governors  ot  liie  school,  said  that  he  was  opposed  to 
any  mtti ierence  witli  an  established,  and,  in  his  opinion,  very  uecessarr  restriction, 
and  called  attention  to  several  provisions  in  the  Act  of  I' arliameut,  under  which  the 
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grammar  school  was  administered,  which,  in  his  oppinion,  made  it  pompulsory  that 
the  pupils  should  he  instntcted  in  the  doctrines  and  principles  of  t  he  "  EstaWished 
Cliurch."  The  master  w;i.s  required  to  conduct  scnice  according  to  the  ritual  of 
the  church,  to  catechise  the  hoys  and  girLs  in  tlie  church  catechism  duriii':  Lent, 
everything  iu  connection  with  the  school  required  the  sanction  of  the  bishoj)  of 
the  diooese,tlie  goyemors  vera  raqoired  io  be  members  of  the  Church  of  England* 
vui  iliey,  m  at  present  adfieed,  felt  it  mcnmhent  upon  then  to  ohsenre  the  piro- 
Tinoiia  of  the  eefc. 

Mr.  Wilkinson  thought  it  was  doabtfial  whether  th^  wera  eompeOed  to 
ohsenre  all  the  Feqnurements  of  the  act,  if  they  wen  unsuited  to  the  present  ttme^ 
and  referred  to  sectioiL  68,  which  provided  for  altering  any  proTision  whidi  might 

become  inconvenient,  or  inapplicable,  1  uiy  application  to  the  Lord  Chancdlor; 
and  probably  the  new  "Gharitdole  Traata'  Act  would  enable  them  to  arrire  at 
it  by  a  shorter  prooess. 

The  Inspector  remarked  that  Sir  Samuel  Romillj-'s  bill,  in  1818,  gave  n  general 
j>ower  to  t1ie  same  rffcct  as  the  section  quote<l.  The  ITouse  of  Lords  by  an 
amendment,  h.ui  iimited  the  jurisdiction  of  the  rharit y  commissioners,  to  charities 
not  exceeding  £10  in  annual  value,  which  would,  of  course,  shut  out  tills  charity. 
In  a  sclieme  elsewhere  adopted,  however,  there  was  a  clause  giving  power  to 
exempt  children  from  attendance  at  church  on  Sunday,  and  from  learning  the 
"  Chonh  Catedusm,"  on  the  parents  making  a  written  application  to  that  effeol^ 
and  engaging  to  provide  for  their  religioiis  instnietion,  and  their  attendance  at 
public  worship  on  the  Sabbath.  He  conceived  that  there  were  many  thmgs  to  he 
found  in  old  aeta  of  Parliament,  which  it  wodd  be  inexpedient  to  cany  oat  in 
the  present  day. 

Mr.  Jesson  inquired  whether  the  act  of  Parliament  was  to  be  adhered  to,  Ot 
not.  He  upheld  the  liberality  of  the  institution,  by  contending  that,  notwith* 
standing  the  injunction,  thece  wera  many  Dissenters  u^se  children  attended  the 
school. 

The  Inspector  said,  that  if  it  were  so,  one  would  suppose  the  governors  would 
have  to  expurgate  many  things  from  their  book.  He  thought  the  rule  objection- 
able, and  if  it  could  be  modified  by  the  power  vested  in  the  charity  coumiissioners, 
so  as  to  enhance  the  benefits  of  the  school,  without  rendering  the  govenors  liable 
to  a  breach  of  the  act,  he  did  not  see  why  they  should  object  to  avail  themselves 
of  the  (y;ipQttunii^. 

Mr.  Jesson  replied,  that  even  if  they  were  so  imduMd,  they  could  not  agree  to 
soy  sltecation,  without  the  consent  of  tiie  bishop;  and,  as  at  present  advised, 
tbeiy  should  adhere  to  the  Act  of  Parliament. 

Ftom  a  statemeot  handed  in,  it  appeared  that  the  school  was  opened,  both 
morning  and  afternoon,  by  the  boys  reading  the  second  lesson,  after  which,  some 
of  the  prayers  from  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer  were  read,  the  pupils  making 
the  proper  responses.  The  pupils  in  the  grammar  school  learnt  "  Watts' 
Soripture  History,"  and  the  younger  boys,  in  the  commercial  school,  "Dr. 
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Marsh's  Qnr>stion3  on  the  Church  Catechism."'  In  Lent,  as  the  statute  directed, 
they  ^viTi  I  ublicly  catechised  in  the  "  Church  Catecliism."  There  wa"*  eenerallj 
a  numerous  attendanee  on  these  occasions.  In  order  to  carry  out  this 
catechising,  it  was  necessary  that  the  boys  ahouki  learn  the  catechism.  Tliifl 
statement,  which  was  drawn  np  b/  the  Aer.  I.  B.  f  ugh,  ccmllraMd  th»  ubsiai* 
tim  mtde  bj  Mi.  Itum,  fhai  the  ediodalnidjeoiilHMdftiiiimbarof  bof^ 
whoie  pennte  wore  DitieiiCen. 

]&.  Windle^  Another  of  the  gwenioi^  nnuiked  thii  the  nlipoiis  va^kmAm 
WMctf  Aiiiostcithdliccfaan>ctq[;>8ttiightbe  iBMiaeJ  from  "Watfe  Seriplua 
ffistatj"  bmg  employed. 

Mr.  Jesi<:on  thoudit  the  effect  of  the  arrangenait  anffleatod,  wonld  rapdar 
Itligious  instruction  in  the  school  impracticrthlf. 

The  In.spector  did  not,  by  any  means,  contcniplute  this.  He  acknowledged 
that  it  appeared  ditricult  to  him  to  teach  relifrion.  without  teacliinj?  some  particular 
beUef ;  still,  he  uuUen>tood  that  the  plan  lie  had  lueutioned,  wa:^  iuunii  to  wuric 
without  any  practicable  difficult. 

Mr.  Hcmird  Fletcher,  also  A  govenior,  obMrred  thet  at  pneent  tiie^ 
Tacandes  in  the  sohooL 

The  Inspeotor  said  that  oertainir  made  a  differenoe,  as  it  mighty  peihaps^  be 
pcesnmed  that  those  who  were  ready  to  comply  with  the  eetaUished  tcigdatiaiie 
of  the  sdiool,  had  a  prior  claim  to  others. 

Durin;?  the  whole  of  the  conversation,  all  parties  bore  testimony  to  the 
efficient  state  of  the  school,  which  Mr.  Wilkinson  remarked  made  ficlnsion  a 
greater  hardsliip. 

The  Mayor  here  drew  attention  to  sereral  complaints  made  to  him^  by  parents, 
as  to  the  chastisement  to  which  their  boys  had  been  ^subjected. 

ICr,  Jenondaiied  the  piaetiee  undue  aeverity,  and  said  that  any  oomplamt 
made  to  tiie  goremora  would  meet  with  due  Attention. 

The  Inspector  then  alluded  to  the  general  sapposition,  that  the  school  was 
piAotioally  lestrioted  to  the  children  of  reqiectable  paicnta;  iodi,he  waa  happj  to 
find,  was  not  the  en  He  was  pleaaed  to  meet  a  boy  with  a  aqnare  cap  driving 
a  milk  cart.  There  appeared  to  be  A  want  of  educational  proriaion  in  tiie  district 
of  St.  Peter's,  in  which  the  gnmmnr  school  had  property.  As  the  property  was 
valuable,  he  recommended  that  the  .[rovcnvrs  should  set  a  good  eXABipte  tO  othv 
proprietors,  and  contribute  liberally  to  the  schools  there. 

The  Mayor  further  observed  that  the  act  rendered  the  pro]i(  rt  y  applicable  to 
girls'  schools,  of  which  there  was  a  great  deficiency  in  the  borough. 

The  dibburisements  of  the  schools  appeared  as  foUows : — In 
the  year  ending  December,  1854,  a  sum  of  £559  6s.  7d.,  wa^ 
expended  in  rebuilding  and  repairing  buildings  on  the  farms. 
Other  repairs  and  unpaid  rents  were  in  process  of  being  ex- 
tended. At  the  iasc  year  there  waa  a  balance  of  £27  Is.  The 
payment  of  £20  to  the  school  in  Wal«aU  Wood^  had  been 
disoontmued. 
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A  report  made  by  tlie  aaeistsat-maeter  of  King  Bdward's 
School,  Binmngham,  (higlily  praising  the  ability  disphiyed  by 
the  pupils,  and  the  general  tone  of  the  school,)  was  also  read. 

The  Inspector  then  closed  the  inyestigation,  by  congrata- 
kfting  the  governors  on  the  efficient  manner  in  which  the 
tnstitntion  was  generally  conducted,  as  weU  as  its  present  rery 
prosperous  condition. 

It  may  be  as  well  to  give  the  state  of  the  school  in  1823, 


as  a  contrast  to  the  present. 

Inooim  by  Rents   418  IS  0 

Ditto  by  Divideada   359  11  0 

Tba  Head  Master  WMpMd   170  0  0 

„      Usher         „   100  0  0 

Both  lived  rent-free  iu  addition. 

WxitinsHMter   80  0  0 

Master  of  EngUah  Sctbool    80  0  0 

Two  SohoolinistcMsea    16  10  0 

Prize  Books    5   0  0 

Coals  and  Coutingcncies   .,   35    0  0 

Annual  liepairs  (average  seven  years)    100   0  0  ♦ 


This  left  £250  eurplos  annually.  Forty-fiTe  free  classical 
scholars,  and  four  private  pupils,  boarders,  free— except  pay- 
ment for  books,  pens,  No  limitation  as  to  age — ^to  be  able 
to  write  and  read.  Commercial  scholars,  120— fi«e,  except 
boohs,  and  a  small  quarterly  fee  for  pens,  &c»  The  children  in 
the  mistresses'  schools  were  boys  and  girls,  and  admitted  as 
tiisy  applied. 

St.  PaoFs,  of  which  the  head  master  is  incnmbent,  was 
erected  in  1826,  at  a  cost  of  £3000,  by  the  governors  of  the 
school,  in  whom  the  patronage  is  vested. 

The  school  is  now  very  ably  condacted,  and,  as  will  be  seen, 
takes  a  mnch  higher  range  of  edncation  than  the  Act  of  1797 
contemplated.'  The  boys  paid  10s.  per  annum  for  stationery,  and 
10s.  per  ann.  for  use  of  the  library,  but  the  latter  optional. 

*  FkvMBft  HmA  Maatar  (18(9)— Twelve  private  scholan^  and  ..  £210  per  an. 


„         ns  IncambcDt  of  St.  Panra    50  „ 

Second  Master— Six  private  pupils,  and   120  „ 

First  Commercial  Master  (appomied  three  jears  ago)   »   10t» 

Thaae  three  lende  ftee. 

8eeoii4CenmMKi«lMMtar(appoiiiledMldiae^    90  „ 

2v 
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If  tlie  rerenties  are  more  tiban  the  present  expenditure  ab- 
sorbs, a  branch  school  or  schools,  both  for  boys  and  girls, 
should  be  established,  as  at  Birmingham. 

Tme,  the  Act  g^ves  the  trnstees  great  discretion  in  the  for- 
mation of  the  school  or  schools  educationally,  but  the  mention 
in  it  of  maintaining",  clothing,  and  apprenticing  the  boys,  as 
also  of  the  girls  bt  itig  tauglit  knitting  and  sewing,  shew  that 
the  school  was  intended  for  a  lower  and  poorer  class  of  children 
than  it  is  now  filled  with. 

Much  can  1)6  argued  for  and  against  the  present  syj?tem, 
and  although  the  Charity  C<^Tr!Tnissioners'  Inspeetor,  (Thomas 
Hare,  Knq.,)  said  that  he  was  jtlea-^nd  to  have  ni*'t  n  hoy  of  the 
scliool  wearing  the  college  cap^  driving  a  milk  eart  m  tlie  town, 
it  will  be  seen  by  the  list  of  scholars  appended  to  this  article, 
that  the  parents  of  the  boys  are  mostly  able  to  pay  for  their 
education  at  proprietory  schools,  and  would  thereby  leave  the 
way  open  for  boys  whose  parents'  means  prevent  their  children 
being  trained  in  any  school,  and  therefore  brought  up  in 
ignorance. 

Not  that  Latin  and  the  mathematics  are  undesirable  in 
schools :  it  would  be  well  if  Latin  were  taught  in  every  school 
in  England,  but  it  should  be,  where  such  a  noble  endowment 
exists,  for  the  poorest  boy  in  the  town  to  get  a  free  education, 
and  rise  in  the  school  to  the  highest  classes  by  his  industry 
and  ability;  or,  as  at  Burton,  transferring  boys  from  any  of  the 
other  schools  in  the  town  who  attain  the  highest  forms  in  iliose 
schools.  But  let  no  charge  be  made— put  up  no  turnpike 
gates  against  learning — ^let  not  the  golden  key  be  the  only  one 
to  unlock  the  doors  of  well  endowed  schools ;  because  in  the 
past,  as  well  as  in  the  j)resent  day,  many  of  onr  greatest  men 
came  forth  from  schools  where,  as  poor  men's  sons,  they  had 
been  taught  totally  free. 

SUMMARY  OF  REGULATIONS. 

I. — The  entire  foundation  consists  of  two  principal  schools :  1,  The  Gram- 
mar School ;  2,  The  Commercial  School. 

1. — ^Xbe  Qnunmar  School,  compriBing  aa  upper  and  a  lowor  school,  ia 
oondoeted  1^  the  head  master  and  the  aeoond  daasical  maater.  The  ninnber  of 
boys  onibe  fonndatum  ia  limited  to  fifty,  all  of  whom  ace  required  to  leani  Latin 
aa  a  conditioii  of  their  admission. 
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Tile  scheme  of  instruction  embraces— The  Greek  and  Latm  Ckisics ;  Ancient 
wd  Modem  History  and  Geography;  Engliab  Grammar  and  Composition; 
Writbg',  Aritbiietao^  Meatal  Cakulatkni,  and  Book-k^ping;  The  ISme&ta  of 
Mathematica  and  Geneial  8eie&oe;  Scripture  History,  and  Endauwa  anH  l^^jipg 
Hoetrmea  of  Cluistiaiuty. 

Eveiy  boy  in  the  upper  gnrammar  sohool  is  roqaiied  (o  paj  balf'Mrovn  per 
quarter  towards  the  school  library. 

The  objcets  of  the  library  are :  1 — To  provide  the  more  expensive  Lexicons, 
Class  Books,  ik>oks  of  I^pfcrence,  tc,  for  the  use  of  the  schools,  thereby 
diminishing  the  indivirhial  i  xj  i  s  (  ihe  jmrcuts ;  and  2 — Xo  famish  profitable 
and  interesting^  reading  for  the  pupila  leisure  liours. 

2. — The  CoiJimercial  School  supplies  a  business  educatiuu  of  a  superior  cha- 
racter, for  the  benefit  of  those  to  whom  it  may  not  be  ooosidered  essential  to 
leain  Latin.  The  schenie  of  instxiicfeio&  predsdy  ooxreaponds  irith  that  in  tiie 
grammar  BcSiooI,  withtheesoqitionof  the  dassiQa,  Andent  History,  and  AnoieBt 
Gcognqiihy.  Thenmberof  boysoathisfoiiiidaticmisl&nttedtoSi. 

n.-— ThefdlowingscethetetmsonwlttehinstniGtionisi^^  Ekendi  and 
drawing  :— 

1.  — The  charge  for  each  pmpil  is  five  shiUings  per  qjoarter,  to  be  paid  in 

advance. 

2.  — Each  pupil  who  enters  the  rrench  or  drawing  classes  will  be  considered  as 
bound  to  continue  on  the  above  terms  till  the  end  of  the  year  in  which  he  entered ; 
the  year  being  supix>sed  to  end  at  the  commeneement  of  the  Clirrstraas  vacation. 

3.  — Drawmg.  The  system  is  that  adopted  iu  the  Guvcrnment  School  of 
Design.  Each  pniol  must  pmride  himself  irith  the  necessary  drawii^  materially 
hat  the  patterns  will  be  provided  fitee  of  expense. 

in>— No  boy  who  is  under  oght  years  of  age,  or  above  eleven,  can  hare  his 
name  entered  in  the  admission  book. 

rV. — Parents  will  have  the  choice  of  the  school  into  which  they  propose  to 
enter  their  children ;  but  the  Commercial  School  is  not  to  be  considered  as  pre- 
paratory to  the  Grammar  School :  nor  can  any  boy  be  translated  from  one  echoed 
to  the  other,  exeept  by  a  fresli  elect  iou. 

"V. — Tlie  nuitle  of  aduii^sion  into  each  school  is  as  follows.  Every  boy  must 
be  brought,  in  the  first  imstance,  by  his  father,  to  the  head  master,  who  will 
examine  him  ;  and  if  he  be  connx-t  (  iit,  will  enter  his  name,  age,  residence,  proposed 
school,  Ac.,  into  the  adnussion  book,  in  <»der  to  be  laid  before  the  goremoni  at 
theb  next  meeting ;  and  he  will  give  immediate  notice  to  the  parents  as  soon  as 
the  boy  is  dected.  the  father  be  not  livu^Jhe  mfher  mtei  brinff  ihe  hoif;  and 
if  both  parenit  be  deadj  Me     hisguardimu  must  accompanp  Aim. 

VL — ^Noboy  is  considered  competent  for  adniasum  into  cither  school  unless 
he  can  read  tmg  plain  Eagliek  author  with  fiaeacg^  epell  eerrectlgt  and  be  able  to 
write  his  namf. 

W\ — Every  boy  is  requireii  to  wear  the  cap  appointed  fur  his  sehoo!,  at  all 
times  during  lus  residence  in  the  pansh.  The  cap  will  be  furnished  at  the  parents' 
expense. 
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VTTT.^ — All  the  boys  are  required  to  attend  divine  sernrf  at  St.  Paul's  Ckftpel, 
every  Lord's  Day,  and  further  to  asseuible  for  the  purpose  ol  receiving  religions 
iBstniction  from  the  head  inast-er  at  such  times  as  shall  he  directed  by  him.  Each 
boy  must  be  provided  with  a  bible,  (iiuvu^j  the  uurguKii  refereuoeti^  prayer 
book,  and  hynin  book. 

"EL—Emry  boy  must  be  providfld  witk  the  feqaired  books  et  the  caq^eaee  of 
liie  peROitSi  ttid  aU  billf  for  tMaamrj,  Sco.,  Itmk  or  dmwiiiii;  Khmy,  te, 
Braitbelku^ftedwitlimtlieliMtedliBe.  A  nei^  cf  tUi  wiU  IomI  «o  «fae 
■niii^fct^  go^eiMom  of  tke  bo/e  ettendaaOB. 

X.  — The  vacations  are,  seven  veeks  at  \fidsnmmer,  five  at  Christinas,  one 
week  each  at  Easter,  and  Michaelmas,  Whit-Moadej  aod  Wbit>Tiieedagr»  wiliitlie 
afternoons  of  Wednesday  and  Saturday  iti  each  week. 

XI.  — Thf^  fi'^ruhir  and  i)nuetnal  attendance  of  the  boys  at  all  appointed  tirrif's 
i«imn.«;t  ric^idly  enforced  ;  iK^r  i.s  any  plea  for  absence^  without  leave,  admitted, 
exc5ept  in  case  of  ;iscerl.uiiied  indisposition. 

XII.  — Kvcr>'  boy  is  required  to  pay  hidf-a-crown  per  quarter  (in  advanice) : 
for  which  sum  he  is  supplied  witk  all  Uie  siaiiooery  uaed  m  the  lokod. 

Xin.--A0  the  head  master  ia  nqmnBihle  for  the  diaoiiiiliiie  of  the  aohooli^  no 
oompkuita  will  he  aHended  to  hat  aodi  aa  an  hronght  to  him;  nor  wiUaiiy 
paient  heallowed  to  aiipeal  from  the  head  master  to  individual  goiwtnan,  hoi 
oi4y  to  tiielr  genoral  meetings. 

A  C  ntmE,         Head  blaster. 


SCHOOL  AND  PRIZE  LIST,  DECEMBER,  1859. 

GHAMMAJi  iScUUOL. 

Head  Ma$ier-Tb6  Ber.  A.  C.  Irvine^  1C.A.,  of  BaUiol  Ckdlcgc^  Oifori 
anKnnted  November  1«  1868. 

Sseimd  MMt0r-'Ehb  Rev.  F.  K.  Ghvksp  MX,*  of  Clan  College^  Canhridse. 

Jlatier  of  Commercial  School— }3j.  'Hmtf  HalL 

AuiitatU  MmUt—Mi.  Whalley. 

Rwck  Jl/<M/<?f— Mons.  Jean  J.  O'Flanagan. 

Gemtan  ^fiuffr  —TTerr.  Karl  Brnndenbuig. 

Drawing  Master — Jklr.  Ohar.'t  s  Docker. 

GiiAM.UAA  bcuooL  List. 

Cia*8  l.~R.  C.  Barber,  *Howaid  Eletcfaer  and  Edward  Andenon  (equal), 
•T.  JTabes  Mooatford.  William  Ifairbanks,  R.  C.  Barber,  (class  pnu),  H.  lletdter 
and  K  Anderson,  (second  prise).  The  first  three  boys  were  very  oearljeqiiaL 

CKmIL— Division  1.  John  FrofBtt,  J.  A.  Price,  J.  T.  Hartill.  T.  U.  Ham. 
pliries,  J.  S.  Wood,  R.  M.  Clark,  J.  C.  Anderson,  *G.  Moore,  W.  71.  Wilkinson, 
G.  W.  Mold.  Division  2;  li.  11.  Judd,  John  Smith,  Walter  Paliucr,  Arthur 
Brookes,  John  Baker,  John  Wood,  George  Abbey.  First  division  :  John  Prollitt, 
(class  prize).  Second  division:  R.  R.  Judd,  (class  prixc),  *liobert  Somenrille 
and  Vinoeat  Kirkpatriok,  not  classed  on  aooount  of  dlnpaa 

•  A)T'>)"t''<i  Hnm!  MH^f^r  of  Suffoni  OrtaMMT  Behool,  Itt  KwebrlSdO;  •oeeMiM.by 
BfT.  J.  Hovte,  i'ruiitjr  College,  Cambridge. 
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ClrtM  m. — ♦James  Shortcrs,  J.  B.  Davis,  Henry  Smith  (maj.),  J.  W.  Far- 
rmgton,  Alfred  Tyrer,  W.  Thompson,  E.  S.  Hildick,  Edgar  iiumplifics,  G.  P. 
Wilkinson,  C.  H.  Barber,  O.  P.  Glover,  Franklin  James,  T.  H.  Oreatrex,  Henry 
SniUi  (min.),  W.  A.  MiUer;  J.  Shorten  (class  prize),  F.  Jamei,  not  dimed  on 
Moount  of  iOiMaB. 

CtoIY.--Dlifiiioiil.  H.  W.  Cur.  C.  Joomh  Simvel  Giifin,  Hemy 
NkUio,  *Sidiiej  Oerton.  R.  D.  Taylor,  Henry  Farringtoa,  H.  Tonka^  nSnoM 
OtttOiV  Alfred  Mole ;  W.  H.  Carr,  (class  prize),  Taylor,  not  classed  on  aoooonl 
of  illness.  Division:  2  James  Palmer,  *J.  A.  Profit,  "W.  M.  Askt,  William, 
Bowdcn,  II.  A.  fiingharo,  *E.  F.  Hawley,  Eichard  Palmer,  Bowland  Hill,  Jolui 
Barber,  Alfred  French;  J.  Palmer,  (class  prize). 

Commercial  School  List. 

CUm  I. — John  H.  liobiiion,  James  Gilbert  and  Cieorgti  Bytbeway  (equal), 
Thomas  F.  Gilbert,  Ouiks  Wimm,  Bkhaid  J.  Bebb^  Ghirka  Wood,  Harry 
Jm,  Bieaef  Haywood,  Qeoige  Hall,  James  Buton,  John  Adkina ;  Bobison, 
(chaspriao). 

Ctau  n.— James  T.  Fisher  and  Walter  Lindop  (equal),  William  Melkn; 

Charles  F.  Georfrc,  Oli  vi  r  I  )avcui)ort  wid  John  B.  Gillie  (equal),  Thomas  L. 
George,  Edward  J.  Fisher,  liny  Boya,  Thomas  Qasjr,  John  H.  Smith,  ISdvin  J. 
Furmston,  J.  Fisher ;  Lindop  (rla5??  prire). 

Cl€f.f,<(  III. — Tlioinas  Wincer,  Kdwanl  J.  Cox  and  AVilliarn  North  (equal),  John 
Taylor,  John  Bowler,  Thomas  Gregory,  Francis  IS.  llucker,  Charles  Gnosill, 
Walter  licfuy  Taylor,  Joseph  Mellor,  Henry  Marlow,  Isathaniel  JBuxtoa; 
Wincer  (class  prize). 

Cla$»  IV.— John  R.  Cooper,  William  Dfev,  James  Drew,  William  Booth, 
Fnderiok  Wheeler,  Alfred  Smallwood,  IWmcis  G.  Dsnferd,  Jiamea  Westley, 
Bobert  J.  JDavia,  Sproson  Snoith,  Thomas  H.  Joynt ;  Cooper  (dass  prise). 

v.— nanid  Hathaway,  William  GeoiKe  and  Arthur  Haider  (eqoal), 
Thomas  Hall  and  Joseph  BrownhUl  (eqoal),  George  Smith,  Thomas  Whitey 
Edward  Holmes,  Elijah  Stanton,  Thomas  CoUis,  Josiah  CIcwes,  David  HedgM^ 
Enoch  Orgill,  Samael  Llewellyn,  John  Thompson,  William  Robert^  Mark  Iises, 
John  Taylor ;  Hathaway  (class  prize). 

Cimg  VL — iStcphcnson  Smith,  Daniel  Mellor,  Olivpr  Joynt,  "VMlliani  Unitt, 
Samuel  Bornton,  Thomas  Soutlian,  Tlioma.s  Deeley,  .Jf)S(  i)h  Unitt,  Arthur  Mills, 
John  Smallwood,  William  Horton,  Chcuies  Bytheway,  Sidney  Clark,  David 
Downs,  Silas  Downs,  John  Bate,  William  Bellaimy,  William  Oakley,  Joscpii 
Msriow;  Smith  (class  prize). 

GiHBBAL  Fbum  opnr  vo  TBI  -wmaa  Scbool 
Fkar'i  TkeotegMd  1Vm».— Not  jet  decided. 

Serifimn,—^  C.  Barber. 

JlUiary  and  Geoffrapfn/.—W.  Fletcher. 

Antkmdie,~-hX  prize,  R.  C.  Barber;  2nd  prize,  W.  Fairbanks. 

CoMMKRCiAL  School. 

Afitkmtie, — Ist  prize,  John  H.  Robison;  *2nd  prize,  James  Gilbert. 
TIi«  Mterisk  dmotra  boya  not  on  ttte  finuMiaUon, 
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THE  BLUE  COAT  AND  NATIONAL  SCHOOLS. 

These  schools  were  rebuilt  and  enlarged  to  their  present 
dxmensiona,  and  the  adjoining  residences^  for  the  master  and 
nustresB,  were  erected  in  1826,  at  the  cost  of  £1^200.  The 
entrance  is  adorned  on  either  side  with  a  niohe^  each  containing 
ft  stataoy  one  representing  a  boy,  and  the  other  a  girl,  in  the 
costume  of  the  original  school*  Thej  were  execated  hy  a  na- 
tire  sculptor,  and  pnrdiased  with  an  onappropriated  fond  raised 
for  the  presentation  of  a  piece  of  plate  to  Qneen  Caroline,  who 
died  before  the  intention  could  be  carried  into  effect.  In  the 
centre  of  the  building  is  a  handsome  iUmninated  clock. 

The  Bine  Goat  School  is  of  nncertain  origin,  and  is  princi- 
pally supported  by  subscriptions  and  collections  after  annual 
sermons;  it  is,  however,  pos.^esscd  of  the  following  sources  of 
permanent  income: — £10  per  anmim,  paid  by  the  coi'poratiou, 
as  interest  of  £200,  given  1  y  John  Wliittiiighara,  in  1723.  By 
order  of  the  Charity  Cumnij^.-ioners,  this  legacy  was,  in  Decem- 
ber, 1851_,  transferred  to  the  "Municipal  Charity  Trustees." 
£4  4s.  ]vv  rmnum,  left  by  John  Taylor,  being  tlie  rent  of  a 
piece  of  land  at  Queen's  Cross,  uear  Dudley;  £10  per  annum 
paid  by  the  corporation,  as  the  interest  of  £300,  left  by  Mrs. 
Crump,  in  1848 ;  and  of  £2000,  left  by  Mrs.  Curtis,  in  1849. 
Also,  a  donation  of  £50,  from  Francis  Baildon  Oerton,  Esq., 
presented  on  the  Slst  May,  1864,  with  instructions  that  it 
should  be  invested  in  some  gpood  security,  the  interest  to  be 
given  annnally,  at  Christmas,  in  equal  proportions,  to  one  boy 
and  one  girl,  who,  after  due  examination  in  Scripture  and 
general  information  (special  regard  to  their  moral  and  general 
good  conduct  being  observed),  were  found  to  have  made  the 
most  satis&ctory  progress  during  the  previous  year.  The  vicar 
and  head  nuister  of  the  grammar  school  to  be  the  examiners. 
The  principal  has  been  invested  in  three  per  cent,  consols,  and 
the  scrip  for  the  same  is  held  by  the  vicar.  The  trustees  are, 
the  Rev.  J.  H.  Sharwood,  vicar,  H.C.Windle,  and  F.  Thurston, 
Esqrs. 

The  ]u'esont  master,  Mr.  James  ['rit<jhard,  was  appointed 
about  three  years  ago;  the  second  master,  Mr.  John  VViiUams, 


Digitized  by  Google 


WAUtALL  BLUE  COAT  SCHOOL.  371 

in  Febraary,  1860.  They  are  allowed  eight  pnpil  teachers.  Tlio 
school  list  numbers  320  boys,  of  whom  20  are  clothed.  Miss 
Marsh  is  the  mi  stress ;  she  has  about  250  scholars,  and  seven 
pupil  teachers.  The  education  includes  Euclid  and  drawing. 
The  teachers  live  rent  free. 

lliL!  followiii','  is  a  report  of  the  Inquiry  made  in  1855: — 

John  Burton,  Esq.,  M.D.,  deposed  that  tlu'  "  fi^/i/'-i/,  B>iif!^i/  Hat/,  Sforif's, 
and  (he  BIm  Coat  School  Ch/irUie»'^  were  under  one  body  of  lauQicipal  trustees, 
of  which  he  was  uuc,  and  thai  hu  was  also  apiiointcd  Irca.'^iurer,  in  1850.  The 
entire  income  of  the  Fishley  Charity  was  £52,  whidli  was  expended  in  appren- 
ticing the  children  poor  and  respectable  inhabitants.  A  piemimn  of  13  was 
paid  with  each  boy  apprenticed;  but,  aa  the  trostees  confined  it  to  in.door 
apprentices,  there  was  a  difficolty  in  finding  boys  to  whom  to  grant  it,  as  it  waa 
now  a  very  genera!  i)ractioe  to  take  outdoor  apprentices,  who  received  wages 
rising  from  a  few  shillings  to  about  ten,  and  upwards  per  wedc,  and  tliis  appears 
to  be  generally  preferred  by  parents  and  boys.  lie,  however,  objected  to  the 
practice,  as  the  boys,  by  ^ettin^  wa^'es  themselves  might  leave  their  parents'  con« 
trol,  and  the  masters  undertook  no  responsibility  as  to  their  moral  conduct. 
There  was  a  bahmee  of  £78  at  the  bcgining  of  this  year,  and  he  (Dr.  iimton) 
thougiii  liiat  the  present  plan  did  not  secure  the  full  amount  of  bcuctit  it  might, 
if  otherwise  applieiL.  The  secretary,  Mr.  Joseph  Green  James,  received  a  salary 
of  £15  yearly.  The  mcome  of  the  Bentley  Hay  Charity  was  £37 10s.,  which  waa 
in  providing  winter  dothingfordd  women,  but  he  (Dr.  Barton)  fieared 
that  impoution  waa  piactised,  owing  to  its  being  distributed  by  the  traateea 
individaally,  some  persons,  it  was  said,  getting  two  lots  of  clothes.  He  though^ 
if  properly  administered,  this  charity  would  be  veiy  naefid.  Stone's  charity  waa 
expended  in  coats  for  old  men, 

r.  B.  Oerton,  Esq.,  (the  mayor),  here  referred  to  the  remark  made  by  Dr. 
Burton,  with  respect  to  the  Fis/ilcy  Chariftf  "that  there  was  an  objection  to 
apprenticing  boys  to  masters  who  only  took  ont-door  apprentices."  He  (the 
mayor)  could  say,  without  fear  of  contradiction,  that  the  masters  wlio  only  took 
ont-door  apprentices,  were,  as  a  rule,  far  more  respectable  than  those  who  took 
in-door  apprentices,  their  trades  were  more  lemunentm;,  the  panuts  prefoited 
pnMangtlieirduklrentothemaBapprentioea;  and,  he  adde^  his  esperunoe  as  a 
magistrateb  showed  neat  distmctly  that  the  great  mqciity  of  complaint^  with 
reject  to  apprentioes,  were  made  by,  or  against  in  door  q»prentioe8^  and  aroae 
from  theur  being  employed  after  the  hours  of  their  regolar  worh,  to  do  faricni 
domestic  work  for  the  wives  of  theur  maaten. 

Mr.  Joseph  Green  James  said,  that  he  objected  to  apprenticing  boys  to  the 
factors,  as  they  did  not  complete  any  article  tlicy  manufactured,  and  therefore  the 
boys  w  (^uld  rc^dly  Icam  no  trade,  and  that  it  was  impossible  for  any  one  to  engage 
in  such  business  without  a  large  amount  of  capital. 
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TlieliRjamtirely  demed  botli  ropwiaflntatioB^  md  chafleoged  Ht.  Jnam  to 
nMnUoii  ao7  oaae  in  wliidL  fiuston  did  not  mike  flome  of  the  aitidoi  thcgr  told. 
He  mentioned  *  nnmber  of  instanoee  in  which  peisoiis  nov  ooeniiTing  hi^ilj 
reqiectable  positions  had  risen  hf  their  ability,  without  aaj  capital  to  oommenoe 

with,  and  maiatained,  that  bjoonfining  the  Fishley  (Parity  to  in-door  appreutiees, 
the  trustees  shut  out  its  recipients  from  the  most  remunerative  trades  in  the 
town,  in  wl>icli  out -door  apprentices  were  almost  exclusively  taken.  One  of  the 
most  flourishing  trades  in  the  town,  was  that  of  ;i  currier ;  a  jouraeyomu  in 
which,  eanied  from  25s.  to  45s  per  week.  Another  iuiportaut  trade  was  that  of 
brown  saddlers,  where  all  the  capital  a  journoyinati  required  was  tools,  which 
could  be  purchased  for  25s.,  and  with  which  he  cuulJ  cum  from  2js.  to  45s.,  or 
50b.  per  week.  Bmebmakeni,  in  wood  and  bone,  got  high  wages ;  and  oarri^ 
lamp  makers,  of  wh]chtherewere8everalinthetown,gotS6s.  to35s.  perweek: 
tinmea  and  gaa  fitters  were  also  both  good  trades.  In  aU  these  trades^  a  very 
large  ptoportbn  of  the  appventiioes,  in  fact  all,  with  a  few  exceptions,  were 
ont-door  apprentices.  Thdr  hours  of  labour  were  fixed,  and  in  times  of  gvsat 
actlTity,  they  received  extra  wages  for  making  overtime,  while  in-door  tjfpieaium 
were  employed  to  do  domestic  service  after  leaving  tlieir  employment. 

Mr.  Stubbs  confirmed  the  truth  of  these  represent  at  ious,  from  his  experience 
in  connexion  with  the  AA'oUastou  Charity  ^  boys  being  put  out  as  out-door 
apprentices  by  thetnisteca  of  that  charity. 

The  Mayor  reujarkcd  that  the  practice  of  the  Fishley  Charity,  was  only  to 
have  one  copy  of  the  mdenkurc  prepared,  which  was  in  a  book,  and  in  case  of  any 
dispute,  the  aeoretaiy  of  the  trustees,  (iSx,  James,  who  at  present  resided  at  a 
distance)  had  to  attend;  the  boy's  master  paying  the  expense  of  his  imt. 

Both  Mr.  Ward,  and  Mr.  Wilkinson,  expressed  thdr  ooncnrrenoe  in  the 
statements  made  by  the  Sbyor,  and  the  Inspector  suggested  the  employment  of 
the  charity  in  exhibitions,  opento  schoob  of  all  denominations^  a  plan  of  whidk 
Dr.  Burton  appeared  to  approve. 

From  farther  evidence  it  was  shown  that  the  trustees  of  the  Fishley  Charity  hn/^, 
inlSt^S,  received  £160,  by  the  sale  of  mines  under  a  portion  of  the  estate,  and 
that  proceedings  iu  Chancery,  for  powers  to  lease  such  mines,  and  the  surface, 
and  to  sell  a  ^uudl  portion  of  the  former,  had  been  instituted,  by  Mr.  J.  G.  James, 
as  solicitor  to  the  trustees,  and  that  (it  €Otit  qf  ike  tmi  irere  £459  5s.  6d.,  thu» 
kaomg  a  Mance  qf  14#.  M.,  qf  iie  uUe  M0ffM9,ybr  tke  cktrify.^ 

lb.  Wilkinson  (town  cHerk)  asked  for  the  minnte  book,  containing  the 
anthority  to  oommenoe  the  Chancery  suit,  and  inquired  if  Mr.  James^  when  he 
obtained  that  aathofity;  had  informed  tfao  trustees  whst  the  probable  eipease  of 
the  proceedings  would  be  ? 

Mr.  James  replied,  that  h«  had  not,  as  it  teas  impouUfU  to  foresee  what  expense 
would  be  incurred,  alihough,  (in  anmer  to  another  quesHom)  ke  a^knowkdged  that 
there  was  ho  oppoaition  throughout  the  entire  suit. 

[From  such  disciples  of  Lycuxgos,  "  Good  Lord  deliver  us ! ! "] 
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Mr.  James  was  then  examined,  relative  to  the  Bmlley  Hay  Ckaiitp,  He 
stated  that  £2-'0  were  .acquired  by  the  corporation,  iu  1702,  in  connection  with 
this  charity,  which  sum  was  to  be  devoted  to  the  benefit  of  the  poor.  Only  £141 
w«ffe  so  expended,  leaving  £79  nnderofeed  to  that  purpose. 

It  was  stated  that  a  workhouse  was  built,  and  it  was  supposed,  out  of  these 
fanda,  bat  there  wu  no  disttnot  proof  to  that  effieet. 

Mr.  James  said,  even  if  this  were  so,  it  would  be  an  improper  mode  of 
appropriating  the  money,  and  he  thought  the  oorporation  ought  to  be  called  iqNm 
to  nulw  over  a  ieiit>chiige  to  this  amount  to  the  mniiidpal  trosteee,  to  ▼hom  he 
waseeeretaty. 

The  MajTor  and  Town  CI^  intimated  that  theie  most  be  eome  pfoof,  farther 
than  a  oiere  statement  that  this  money  was  wrongfy  apinopriated,  but  if  it  was 
plainly  proved  to  be  so,  the  coipoiation  would  doohtless  he  prepared  to  p!tt  a 
hond  for  that  amoant. 

It  appeared  that  the  workhouse  was  ordered  to  be  sold,  on  the  new  poor4aw 

pasnng.  That  subsequently  a  lawsuit  ensae(^  in  which  Mr.  James  was  engaged, 
on  the  part  of  the  trustees,  and  the  property  was  swallowid  up  by  the  costs  of  ike 
suit.  A  house  had  been  originally  left  to  tlic  corporation,  by  Thomas  Harris, 
chargeable  -with  a  imymcnt  of  11  a-year,  to  the  orgauisi  of  the  iiari.sh  church, 
and  called  Haujus  .s  (jirT.  This  house  was  given  for  a  workhouse,  the  corpora- 
tion still  payirifir  tlie  £  I,  and  wlicu  it  and  other  premises  which  had  been  added  to 
it,  as  the  workliuiise  required  to  be  ciilarged,  were  directed  to  be  sold  by  the  new 
poor-law  commissioners,  the  proceeds  to  go  towards  the  quota  of  the  horongh  of 
Walsall,  for  the  erection  of  the  new  onion  wcnrkhoose^  the  municipal  trustees,  for 
whom  "iSi.  J.  G.  James  acted,  daimed  the  whole,  and  a  Chancery  soit  followed, 
to  whidi  the  mnnidpal  tntttees^  the  oorporatioD,  and  the  OTerseera  were  parties. 
The  caae  was  heard  on  Janaary,  1816,  and  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  directed  that 
the  prcperf  y  shoukl  be  s(Jd.  It  was  disposed  for  £220,  which  sum  was  paid  into 
court,  its  value  having  decreased  greatly  from  dilapidation,  during  the  progress  of 
the  suit.  WTicn  the  suit  ended,  the  master  decided  that  the  costs  of  all  parties 
should  be  paid  out  of  the  estate,  which  abwbed  the  whole  of  the fmids. 

[Lt  is  needless  to  ndd  that  the  effect  of  these  proceedings  has  been  the  total 
destmctiuu  of  the  ciuiriiy.'] 

By  further  evidence,  adduced  in  the  course  of  the  cx.iminaiion,  it  appeared 
that  the  Fis/ilry  Edntc  consisted  of  a  dwelling-house,  and  forty  acres  of  farm 
land,  although  it  had  been  represented  to  contain  only  37a.  3r.  37f.  Tliat  one 
portion  of  this  property  was  let  to  John  and  Thomas  Cadman,  from  year  to  year, 
at  a  rental  of  £46 ;  and  another,  consisting  of  a  plot  of  land  (only  3a.  5p.),  was 
detached  firom  the  rest  by  the  Sssmgton  canal,  for  whtdi  was  paid  £6.  That  the 
rent  of  the  &nn  had  at  one  tioie  been  £50,  hat  it  had  been  reduced  to  £46  for 
many  years.  That  by  a  valaation  made  in  1S51  (and  which  was  produced  to  the 
^upector),  the  surface  rent  was  valued  at  £42.  That  a  report  was  submitted  to 
Ghanoery,  in       affirming  the  lease  of  the  Fishley  Estate,  at  the  rate  of  la.8d. 
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for  eod,  and  1b.  lOd.  fov  ironstone^  for  s  tem  of  forty  years,  at  the  minimiuii 

rent  of  £'50  per  quarter,  or  £200  per  annum  (exclusive  of  the  saxbot),  and  «t  a 
tent  of  £60  for  the  bilildiugs  and  surface  land,  and  £3  10s.  per  acre  for  every 
acre  of  the  folliery,  nnd  that  such  report  was  confirmccl.  That  applications  had 
since  been  made  for  leases  of  the  mines,  hut  not  on  tlie  terms  settled  by  the  court, 
and  no  oUers  liad  been  received  for  the  Itoid  at  the  i)reseut  price ;  nor  had  mxy- 
tliing  been  done  under  ihe  confirmed  order  of  the  court,  except  making  publiclj 
known  that  tJie  land  was  to  be  let. 

That  the  maeter  also  found  that  the  mines  under  a  detadied  piece  of  tbe 
Eishl^  Estate,  and  nnderthe  lands  of  the  Bentl^y  Hay  Charity,  ahooldjie  sold 
at  certain  prices.  XJnder  this  order,  the  snines  beneath  both  were  pot  np  for  sate  by 
anction,  on  the  16th  May,  184S,  but  were  not  sold,  the  biddings  b^g  under  the 
reserved  prices;  subsequently,  the  mines  under  the  detached  portion  of  the 
Fishley  Ertate^  containing  3a.  5p.,  were  sold  (as  before  mentioned)  for  £4C0,  and 
a  lease  was  granted  of  the  surface,  for  forty-two  yeais»  to  Mr.  Wiiliaia  Ward,  at 
the  before  stated  rent  of  €6  yearly. 

Tlmt  in  17^^**,  the  corporation  of  Wal.«»ail  sold  to  the  proprietors  of  the  Bir- 
mintdiam  Canal  Company,  that  part  of  the  sitp  of  the  canal  whicli  cros-^s  this 
portion  of  the  estate,  and  ai:>u  u  siuuil  piece  of  land,  on  the  south  of  the  canal, 
which  was  cut  off  by  the  same,  for  a  sum  of  £>7i  10s. ;  M  (hat  there  weu  mo 
evidence  to  ehote  that  the  eorporatum  had  aeeimnied/er  this  fund  to  the  ehanfy. 

That  after  the  passing  of  the  "Municipal  Act,'*  and  by  an  order  of  the  Slst 
Jannary,  1837,  there  was  an  appointment  of  eight  tmstees  to  the  mnmapal 
charities.  By  the  Court  of  Chancery  it  was  fonnd  that  the  "Organist  Charify  ** 
was  not  indnded,  and  early  in  IS^l,  a  further  petition  was  presented,  for  an 
appointment  of  trustees  to  this  charity,  imd  for  the  supply  of  vacancies,  caused 
by  the  deatli  of  two  of  the  cii^hf  trustees,  as  well  as  for  an  increase  of  the 
number.  ()ti  that  ijctition,  the  court  appointed  four  trustees,  in  connexion  with 
the  six  old  oiu's,  for  the  whole  of  these  chariiies.  The  old  trustees  were  John 
James,  Richard  James,  Joseph  Cowley,  Thomas  Hildick,  Jame^  Thoniliill,  and 
Charles  Eyland.  The  four  new  ones,  appointed  in  1842,  were  Thomas  Pool 
Brettell,  William  Snn'th,  J.  Burton,  Esq.,  M.D.,  and  Joseph  Newman, 

The  second  petition  also  solicited  new  trustees,  for  Aloleslcy's  Dole,  and  the 
Bascotte  Estate,  but  this  was  afterwards  abandoned  at  the  advice  of  the  counsel, 
inasronch  aa  it  involTcd  the  ipestion  of  the  adTwse  title  of  the  covporatiott. 


DISSExNTERS'  SUNDAY  SCHOOL. 

There  is  a  piece  of  land  in  Walsall  appropriated  to  the 
tnaintensnce  of  a  Sunday  school,  belonging  to  a  congregation 
of  IVotestant  dissenters,  held  at  the  old  meeting-hoose  in  the 
High-street. 
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The  land  Ues  in  one  piece>  with  a  BmaU  strip  of  grronndj 
belonging  to  Colonel  Walhoose.  They  contain  together  3a.  29p.^ 
and  are  nnmbered  1,588  in  a  map  of  the  lands  in  the  foreigpn^ 
made  a  few  years  ago  by  direction  of  the  parishioners. 

It  is  not  kiiown  how  this  pi  o|icrty  was  acquired,  uor  who  are 
to  be  strictly  consulei  ed  I  ruBtees  of  it.  Mr.  Hill  Cox,  grocer,  iu 
Walsall,  has  for  somo  time  past  been  the  principal  mannger  of 
it  for  the  congregation,  and  from  the  year  1814,  has  himself 
held  it  as  tenant^  under  a  written  memorandum,  dated  the  24th 
March  in  that  year^  and  signed  by  the  minister  and  three  mem- 
bers of  the  congregation,  which  states,  ''that  Mr.  Hill  Cox^ 
of  Walsall,  was  chosen  by  them  the  members,  trustees,  com- 
mittee, &c.,  belonging  to  the  charity  or  Sunday  school  of  the 
old  meeting  house  of  the  High-streetj  in  WalsaU,  as  tenant  of 
the  school  land  near  the  windmill^  in  the  foreign  of  Walsall^ 
at  the  yearly  rent  of  £12^  including  a  strip  of  land  attached  to 
the  said  school  land^  and  tmfenced  on  the  side  adjoining  the 
same^  in  quantity  about  15  or  16  yards  in  widths  from  top  to 
bottom,  on  the  south  side^  and  which  is  the  property  of 
—  Walhouse,  Esq.,  tenanted  by  Mr.  Neville,  builder,  and 
far  many  years  let  by  him  to  the  managers  of  the  school  or 
trust,  with  the  school  land,  and  for  which  rent  the  managers 
still  agreed  to  bo  accountable,  out  of  the  {ibovc-nientiuiied  sum 
of  £12,  to  bo  paid  by  Mr.  ilill  Cox,  as  the  rent  upon  the  whole, 
80  that  so  long  as  the  said  slang  of  laud  should  be  occajned  by 
Hill  Cox,  he  was  not  to  be  separately  accountable  to  the  upper 
tenant  or  proprietor  for  the  yearly  charge  of  the  same.'* 

Of  the  rent,  £2  2s.  is  paid  to  Mr.  Neville ;  the  remaining 
£9  Ids.  is  applied  in  the  maintenance  of  a  Sunday  school  at 
the  meeting-house,  and  in  giving  the  children  occasional  in- 
struction in  writing  on  week  day  evenings.  Books  and  writing 
materials  are  provided,  and  when  the  funds  are  sufficient, 
clothes  have  been  given  to  the  children,  for  which  purpose  sub- 
scriptions and  collections  have  been  added  to  the  permanent; 
fund  arising  from  the  rent  of  the  land. 

There  are  now  about  30  children  in  the  school. 
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TlieBev.  E.  Hjeta^  Unitanaammister,  attenifedio  gi?e  endenoe  rapectinff 
this  ehariiy.  It  appeared  that  Qeatgb  Fowler,  by  will  dated  SOQi  Jime»  1699, 
bcQoeaiJied  a  etoae  of  land  upon  trust,  and  with  the  intent  and  purpose  that  the 
yearly  rent  of  the  property  be  received  and  disposed  of,  for  "  the  teaching'  and 
instmctii^  of  poor  children  of  the  town  of  Walsall."  The  last  appointment  of 
trustees  was  on  the  5tli  Jfinunry,  1S55,  -wlicn  Samuel  Thoniton,  T^'^illiarn  Bowcn, 
Willinui  S.  Green,  John  Green,  Richard  Corrie  Bache,  Henry  Smith,  VVillium 
M>Ting,  Joseph  DLxon,  John  Wilcox,  Thomas  Stephenson,  Hill  Thornton,  John 
James  Melimi.sh,  Charles  Clifford,  Timothy  kenriek,  \\'illiaiii  \\ iHa,  James 
RusseU,  together  with  John  Day,  and  iiJuam  Lowe  (who  had  biuoc  disclaimed 
the  same  trusts)  were  appointed. 

Tbe  original  wiU,  and  all  tiw  deeds,  describe  tbe  land  as  bemg  in  Windinfll 
Field,  the  bccmdarim  of  whidi  are  well  knows.  Mr.  Wilkinson  (town  cilerk) 
obserfedthattherewBsaantgiilarfaetoon&ected  with  this  diarity.  The  will  of 
the  founder  described  the  hmd  as  oontaining  four  acrr^,  in  iiie  Windmill  Fietid, 
but  the  property  had  diminbhed  down  to  2a.  1r.  21p.  Twelve  years  since,  the 
close  had  been  enclosed  by  a  hedf;e  on  the  south  side,  on  which  side  Mr.  John 
Forstcr  was  the  proprietor  of  part  of  the  adjoining  land.  When  the  reix)rt  of 
the  last  commission  was  made,  Mx.  ^Valhou.se  claimed  (iftccii  yards,  and  his  repre- 
sentatives had  at  the  present  moment  twenty  ouo  yanb  at  the  same  place. 

Mr.  Myres  remarked  that  no  one  appeared  to  have  been  consulted  or  advised, 
on  the  part  of  the  charity,  at  the  tune  that  the  fence  was  made. 

Mr.  Forstor,  the  present  owner  of  tbe  land  on  the  sooth,  acquired  the  property 
l^aaeKcbange  with  Mr.  Walhonse.  Joseph  Smith  was  tbe  tenant,  both  of  Mr. 
Forster  and  the  trustees,  and  the  hedge  was  planted  by  Mr.  Walboose,  under  the 
direction  of  Mr.  Forster,  The  whole  plot  of  land,  if  the  new  fcnoes  w«te  oot  of 
the  ^way,  and  if  the  measurement  be  made  down  to  the  old  fence  on  the  sonth 
side,  would  be  3a.  2lL,  which  (the  Inspector  observed)  at  least  raised  the  sugges- 
tion that  the  whole  wns  compri^scd  in  the  orij^inal  demise.  The  paynicnf  of  £3  29. 
yearly,  or  some  other  rent  or  acknowlcd^-ineut  wonid  seem  to  have  been  paid,  in 
respect  of  the  strip  of  luud,  now  in  dispute,  ou  the  south  side. 

Under  an  order  of  the  Charity  Commissioners,  the  2a.  1r.  29p.  were  let  to 
Mr.  I).  B.  Oerton,  on  lease  of  ninety-nine  years,  commencing  &om  March  2jth, 
lfi5S,ataKntof  £25. 

The  Lupeetor  said  that  if  the  tnutees  thought  fit  to  take  stepa  for  the  reooveiy 
of  the  land,  the  C9iarity  Commissiooeni  would  grant  them  a  oertiflcate. 

It  was  stated  that  the  school,  m  oonnexion  with  this  dhaiity,  was  behind  the 
chapel  in  Staffrad-street*  and  was  open  every  Sunday,  mommg  and  affeemooa,  and 
also  every  Thursday  afternoon.  As  many  as  70  children  attended  on  Sundays, 
being'  a  fjreatcr  ninnhcr  than  the  scliool  could  comf<jr(ably  accommodate.  That 
the  minister  M  ai>  t  he  sui)crintciidcnt,  and  received  a  stiin-nd  of  £5  5s.  a-yearfor  that 
duty.  That  it  was  in  contemplation  to  enlarge  the  school,  and  build  a  new 
room  over  the  present  one,  fur  the  purpose  of  receiving  day  scholars ;  the  new 
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school  to  Ik-  pke+^d  under  govermnent  inspection.  The  old  meeting-house,  in 
High-strect,  was  sold  iil>out  2ii  or  30  years  ago.  The  congregation  then  removed 
to  the  present  chapel,  the  trustees  of  which  were  also  trustees  of  the  charity. 

WiihicqpeoitoihediitfilmlMiiof  theohari^  (wedoektionalpiiziKMeabthe 
Ber.  C.  Dqium^  incmnbeni  of  St.  Fetn's  stated  tibat  faia  diatrioi  was  within  the 
focdiga  of  Walaall  and  the  miudoqMi  borongh,  and  that  tha  popiUatioa  waa  about 

8000.  There  are  three  schools,  supported  by  subseriptions,  senuons,  and  the  pay- 
ment of  twopence  per  week  by  each  scholar*  l^outhmdseimi  Mtj  boys,  girls, 

and  infants  attended.    A  new  school  vrns  in  progress  of  erection,  which,  when 
completed,  would  he  speedily  filled.  One  of  the  schoolrooma  waa  in  a  wretched 
Instate,  from  want  of  repairs.. 

PUBLIC  CHAIIITIES  * 

Tlie  Public  Cliarities  of  the  borongh  and  foreign  of  Walsall 
have,  for  a  series  of  years,  formed  a  subject  of  dispute,  litiga- 
tion, and  inquiry.  So  far  back  as  the  11th.,  James  I.,  there 
was  an  inquisition  under  a  commisBion  of  charitable  uses; 
another  in  the  22nd,  Charles  II  ;  another  in  1726  and  1823; 
and  the  recent  one,  in  June,  1855. 

The  nsnal  formula  on  snch  occasions,  have  been  duly  gone 
througli — commissioners'  opinions  have  been  given  and  received 
— misappropriations  proved — ^new  schemes  for  better  manage- 
ment proposed  and  assented  to— and  verdicts  of  '^goilty''  or 
**  not  guilty  "  pronounced ;  but  here  matters  have  been  flowed 
to  rest.  The  public  knew,  perhaps,  that  such  investigations 
were  in  operation,  and  may,  now  and  then,  have  heard  a  whis- 
per  as  to  the  progress  of  proceedings,  and  the  nature  of  certain 
measures  being  enacted,  but  this  comprised  the  full  extent  of 
their  knowledge.  True,  the  nevei^al  investigations  may  have 
been  duly  printed  and  published,  but  Low  ?  In  authorised  ver- 
sions, called  "  Blue  books,"  to  obtain  a  peep  into  which,  was 
in  tnith,  a  very  "blue  look  out/*  and  even  if  successful  in  the 
attempt,  enough  to  make  one  intensely  blue  to  wade  through 
their  gigantic  and  intricate  pages. 

Now  tlie.se  "Blue  books  "  are  all  very  well  in  tlieir  way,  but 

they  are  not  acceBsiblc  to  the  public  generally,  and  if  they  were 

it  would  become  essential  to  their  utility  that  they  should  un* 

dorgo  a  oondensing  and  sifting  process,  so  as  to  present  in 

•  It  must  here  be  staled,  iUt  tlie  Walsall  Charity  BSaHmj  if  dilellj  taken 
fromJAr.  Olbw**  Wobk-— «  Teiy  aUe  productioii. 
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Bimpie  form,  aud  at  a  small  cost,  the  really  valuable  matter  they 
might  be  found  to  contaiu;  and  aa  nothing  should  be  kept 
secret  which  ought  to  be  made  known,  the  object  of  the  writer  is 
to  lay  plainly  before  the  pnblic  a  faithful  statement  of  facta 
elicited  undor  the  recent  inquinj  before  the  Government  Inspector 
of  Char  Hies;  faote^  not  a  few  of  which  will  be  fbmid  to  ezBibit 
maladiiiiaistratioii,    raisdoingB,    Bhortcomings,  and  reckless 
Bquandfirings,  shocking  to  contemplate.   Happily^  a  repetition, 
of  ikose  evils  is  now  completely  pievented  by  the  ^'Charitable 
Tnuts'  Act  of  1858/'  whidi  removes  from  tmstees  the  power 
of  applying,  or  otherwise  dealing  with,  any  charity  property 
withont  the  previous  sanction  of  tiie  Commissioners. 

In  order  that  the  position  of  the  Charities^  previous  to^  and 
at  the  time  of  the  recent  inquiry,  might  be  better  nnderstood. 
it  was  thought  expedient  to  submit  a  digest  of  the  evidence 
adduced  on  former  inquisitions,  especially  that  in  1823.  By 
such  course  the  public  will  be  enabled  to  judo-e  bow  tar  former 
discoveries  and  decisiouii  have  met  with  clue  obscrvauce  and 
attention,  and  whether  a  little  more  vigilance  on  the  part  of 
trustees  might  not  have  preserved  the  existence  of  charities 
now  irretrievably  lost. 

The  first  mention  found  of  the  public  taking  up  the  cudgels 
Willi  respect  to  cliaritable  bequests  of  the  town,  is  in  lb04, 
when  a  committee  was  appointed  by  the  parish  to  inquire  into 
the  various  public  charities,  and  take  such  steps  as  nii  jlit  ap- 
pear most  likely  to  perpetuate  the  several  trusts  to  posterity. 
This  investigation  was  in  due  time  made^  and  a  report  thereon 
issued,  in  which,  amongst  the  rest,  the  corporation  was  charged 
with  holding  adversely  several  valuable  estates  at  Bascotte, 
Long'Itchington,  &c.,  &c.,  which  had  been  originally  left  for 
cluuritable  uses,  and  belonged  to  the  pariah.  This  led  to  much 
agitation,  and  subsequently  to  the  **  Commission  of  Inquiry, 
in  1823,''  when  the  points  at  issue  were  decided  in  &vour 
ihs  corporation* 

The  first  practical  step  towards  the  institution  of  the  recent 
■  inquiry,  was  taken  by  the  Board  of  Ghiardians  of  the  Union,  on 
the  ]  1th  November,  1 853,  when  the  following  memorial  waa 
forwarded  lu  the  Charily  Commissiuuerts ; — 
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"  McTTioriiil  of  the  Guartliuus  of  the  poor  of  the  several  parishes  in  the 
Walsall  Union,  to  the  Charity  ComTnis^ioners  for  England  and  Wah-s,  sheweth — that 
your  memorialists,  elect ud  hy  ratepayers,  having  reason  to  couiplaiu  of  the  geucral 
management  of  certain  charity  estates  belonging  to  several  parishes  of  the  union, 
mpectfully  request  thai  joa  wQl  be  pleased  to  require  tlie  traatees  of  the  Fishley, 
sad  the  other  oharity  estates,  to  render  your  Board  acoounta  and  atatementa  in 
wziting,  m  relatioii  to  that  duoity,  and  of  the  {nnds,  proper^,  and  inoome^  aa 
well  aa  the  application  thereof. 

"Ibat  you  will  abo  bepleaaed  to  authorize  one  of  yonr  inapeetocatomake  and 
take  all  due  examination  penooaUr  of  the  said  trnsteea,  and  their  offioen 
rebting  thereto. 

"That  yoor  Board  willferther  be  pleased  to  inqnire  what  vaeanciea  eziat  in  the 
trosteeship  of  that  and  other  duirity  trusta  of  the  said  town,  and  your  memo* 
iWiats,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pny.'* 

Signed  and  aealed  with  the  eommon  seal  thia  11th  day  of  Norember^  1853. 

Here  follow  the  a^iatnreB— 

John  WhitgrsBTe^  Chairman. 

John  Shannon, 
&uuud  Stephens, 
Hobert  Westwood, 
"William  Tlanbnry, 
Julias  Crapper, 
El^  Stanley, 

At  a  snbsequoni  meeting  of  the  Board,  on  the  9th  Bee., 
a  committee  was  appointed  to  inqaire  into  and  report  upon  the 
WaUall  Charity  FMaies,  and  on  the  27th  June,  1854,  the 
following  letter  and  report  were  forwarded  to  the  Gliarity 
Commissioners : — 

"  Tlu'  Guardians  solicit  the  Charity  Commissioners  to  make  a  full  inquiry  into 
the  receipts  and  application  of  the  funds  of  all  ihe  charity  property  within  the 
Walsall  Union,  and  to  c:uisc  all  vacancies  of  trubt^es  to  he  tilled  up,  so  as  to 
prevent,  if  possible,  the  apparent  mih-maoagement  evidently  existing  in  some  of 
the  charities  of  the  town  of  Walsall. 

"Adverting  to  that  jiart  of  yonr  letter  requiring  the  names  of  the  charities  and 
grounds  of  complaint  as  to  each  charity,  the  Board  of  Ciuardiaus,  iu  sending  the 
report  of  ihe  committct,  iiope  that  the  information  and  oomplaints  now  sent^  may 
be  deemed  sufficient  to  anthoiue  a  general  inqoiry.  Th^  woold  hare  given  a 
better  supply  of  patticdanik  \nk  for  obstaolea  they  have  had  to  eontend  with— for 
inatanoet  aa  idafing  to  the  Hinton'a,  the  Parker's,  and  the  Stone's  efaaritaea.  On 
making  applieation  to  the  aeeretaiy  of  the  tmstees  for  information,  he  declined 
giving  any,  witiioat  the  expreaa  assent  of  all  the  trustees  belonging  to  those 
chshties.  The  eonunittoe  have,  therefore,  sent  the  best  they  oonld  procure/' 
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REPORT. 


REPORT  AND   COMPLAiyTS   OF  THE  COMMITTET:   APPODfTED  BV  THF  T'OiRD  OP 
GtJABDIAXS  THL   WALSALL  UNION,  IOrCH£N&  IBS   S>E.\hBJLL  CiLABIIY 

BSTATES  BELONGii^G  TO  M  VU^ALL. 

FisTfLET  CnARTTY.— That  applications,  when  made  to  the  trastees,  are 
delayed  so  lonj?,  that  masters  intending  to  take  i)onr  hoys  as  apprentices,  Imve  as 
last  given  up  all  hojies  of  having?  an  indenture  made.    That  some  of  the  masters 
have  not  liad  thu  proun^J  premium  paid,  althougli  it  has  becu  many  times  applied 
for.  That  only  one  indenture  bJtt  been  made,  instead  of  having  duplicated 
mdentnxes,  one  (o  keep  tod  the  other  for  tbe  master ;  oonaequently  when  a  dispute 
between  master  and  bqy  has  arisen,  the  seeratary  had  to  attend  befoie  the  joatioea 
to  prove  the  eiecatioii  of  the  mdenture>  and  so  cfaaige  the  ooets  to  the  master  or 
to  the  trust  estate.  That  the  principal  part  of  the  trustees  are  dissatisfied  with 
the  managenaenf^  and  with  an  inquiry  to  be  made  by  the  Commissioners.  That 
the  accounts  aie  said  to  be  kept  by  one  trustee,  John  Burton,  Esq.,  MJ>.,  of 
Walsall,  who  appears  to  have  the  whole  mangemcnt,  and  as  no  aocomit!*  are 
published,  the  pnhlio  are  also  mnch  dissatisfied.    That  the  secretary,  Joseph 
Green  James,  i.s  said  to  be  re.sidin{j  in  Birmingham,  and  has  not  had  any  abode  in 
or  near  "Widsall  for  some  years  past.    The  ineome  vrns  in  the  year         Li-i  Ifts,, 
and  it  is  believed  that  it  is  now  more.   Tiie  funds  ought  to  be  applied  in  cc^ual 
moieties  to  the  binding  of  poor  bogrs  of  the  borougli  stnd  foreign  of  Waball,  but 
no  boy  we  beliere,  has  been  bound  out  for  the  borough  towoahqi  for  many  yean. 
It  is  reported,  and  bdiered,  that  tiie  seeretsry,  Mr.  J.  G.  James^  has  reoeiTed 
some  portion  of  the  income^  of  whidi  no  aooonnt  is  given, 

KiCHARD  Stonb's  Charity. — The  same  trustees  have  this  estate  in  their 
care,  but  there  is  no  account  rendered  of  the  income  nr  distribution.  The  sum  of 
£2  6s.  is  to  be  given  in  coats  to  the  poor  from  the  funds  of  this  charity,  paid  lij 
Lord  Anson  for  that  purpose.  There  is,  it  is  supposed,  other  property  belonging 
to  thi.s  eharity. 

Bentley  Hat  Estate,— This  estate  is  vested  in  the  same  trustees  as  tlic 
Fishley,  and  similar  complaints  exist  in  this,  as  in  that  charity.  In  the  year  1 S35, 
the  income  appears  to  have  been  £20  per  annum,  but  it  may  be  greatly  augmented 
by  the  mines  being  leased,  if  placed  in  the  hands  of  competent  tniste^.  The 
]ands  are  numbered  693, 69S,  095*  795, 796,  and  673,  containing  about  8a.  9b.  3p., 
also  a  houses  and  two  pieces  of  Isnd,  near  tim  did  hme  at  filoKwi«di,  and  Woodhalt 
field,  and  Lander^s  oroft.  The  total  rent  is  £96  per  jear.  We  reeomnuBd 
investigatiQin  specially  in  this  charity. 

WooLLASTON*s  Chaxztt.— The  funds  of  this  charity  arc  applicable  to  the 
binding  of  poor  boys  as  apprentices  belonging  to  the  borough  of  Walsall,  but  it 
is  extremely  desirable  under  the  Act  IR  and  17  Vic,  c.  137,  that  the  funds  should 
be  made  abo  applicable  to  the  })iuding  of  poor  boys  of  the  foreign  of  Walsall, 
which  is  in  the  same  parish,  as  there  is  now,  and  generally  has  been,  a  greater 
fund  than  is  required  for  the  poor  boys  of  the  borough  township. 
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Harper  s  C  harity.--  In  this  charity  it  appears,  from  the  view's  stuteinent, 
that  the  property  iscftpable  of  bestowing  enlarged  benefits  upon  the  poor,  if  power 
be  given  to  authorize  it.  The  donor  requires  trustees  to  be  appointed,  but  we 
are  none— the  vioar  has  aisled  aa  one.  Some,  if  not  all,  of  the  land 
ia  let  and  aob-lct,  by  wluoh  tliA  ohanfy  baa  not  tlia  foil  benaftt  of  the  moome. 
WenocNiiDiendtheappdiikinaBtof  traateeikaaiwm'aieli  Fiffej  jean  ago^ 
tbemooaeiraa£4S  15a.  61 

Joim  Pa&kxk's  Ceabitt.— Hw  donor  requires  specifio  tnutees^  but  tlie 
ebnrohwardens  take  upon  themselves  to  manage  tlie  cliarily,  and  therefore  trus- 
tees ought  to  be  properly  appointed.  The  inoome  ia  about  £80,  aiiaing  from  land 
in  the  manor  of  I>angthomc,  in  Yorkshire. 

JoTix  Pfrsiiovsk's  Chajlity.— The  Ticar  and  churdiwardcns  were  appointed 
the  tnist CCS  by  the  donor,  but  they  know  nofhine  of  it.  The  Charity  Commis- 
sioners' Report  describes  the  property  lui  hou>c^,  near  tlie  churchjard,  at  the  top 
of  tlic  church  stops  (since  i^keii  fiown),  and  a  sum  of  40s.  yearly,  payable  out  of 
a  close  iu  AVidsall  park,  oue  lialf  to  the  borough,  and  one  half  to  the  foreign, 
reqnirea  ioTcatigatioiL 

HuKFHUT  FEBaBOUSB'a  Cbabir.— Humphrey  Fteaboiiaa  left  to  the  viear 
and  dnirebwardeiia  £6  per  jear,  but  tb^  are  not  m  reeeqpt  of  the  money.  Col. 
Walhonae  aoooeeded  Penbonae,  and  Lovd  Hatberton  aocoeeded  CoL  Walbooae^ 
»o  probably  the  income  is  payable  by  Lord  Hatherton  kit  tbu  cbarity.  It  ia  rmj 
deairable  that  a  fuUinqnir}'  be  made. 

CrETEi's  Charity.— The  trustee  of  this  chari^  is  the  vicar.  According  to 
report,  it  appears  that  13s.  4d.  on  Good  Friday,  and  13s.  Id.  nn  Christmas-eve, 
should  be  given  to  the  poor  of  the  borough  of  ^Valsall,  out  of  land  No.  1150^ 
1153,  1149,  in  the  parish  plan.    Tlic  vicRr  knowo  nothing  of  it. 

WiLUAM  Parker's  Charity.— \Vc  believe  that  £20  a  year  to  the  minister 
of  Great  Bloxwieh  is  piud  by  the  Merchant  Tailors'  Company  to  teach  boys  in 
the  school  at  Bloxwieh. 

King's  Chaeitt— The  trasteee  are  the  miniater  and  churchwardens  of  Blux- 
wkdL  TbelandialiaogCQitaUa^SA.  81.  No.74^  left  to  be  distribi^ 
in  charity.  Tbe  minea  under  tbe  bmd  an  being  worked  ont  The  late  V^iUiam 
Ooltetdl,  town  dark  of  WalaaD,  add  tha  land  to  Mr.  McBirdt^  bat  we  an  not 
aware  bow  Mr.  Cotterell  possessed  the  minea.  Tbia  diarity  veqnirea  fTnmfitiattt 
inveatigaijon,  partksokrlj  aato  Mr.  OotteKdTa  xigbt  to  aelL 

AnoNTifova  Chabitt.— The  sum  of  £2  lis.  paid  hy  Mr.  William  Jonea,  but 
no  aooonnt  of  it  ariaea^  orwbat  land,  and  weeannot  aaoertain  patticulMa. 

Hbh&t  WHATiUBT'a  CstiBiTT.—Tbe  tnuteea  are  the  vicar  and  dnudiwar- 
dens— £4  4s.  to  the  poor,  not  paupera;  £1  Is.  to  the  minister  for  a  sermon; 
15s.  to  the  vicar  and  wardens.   The  income  is  charged  on  land  at  CoalpooL 

Kobttsson's  Charity. — No  tidings — appears  lost. 

Redware's  Charity.- No  trace  of  this—appears  loat. 

MuMUii's  Chajuty.— No  trace. 
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WmirniGHAJi's  Cbabitt.— The  Ootpontiaii  an  trostees  for  «  portion  of 
thia  eharity,  but  for  the  remainder,  there  arc  no  trustees.  It  is  UBHenutj  for  tbe 
pvetenration  of  part  of  this  charity  that  trnstees  be  appointed. 

Roi!F.nT  Pat?kf.k's  Charity— The  funds  arising  from  this  charity  are  such 
as  to  reqturc  the  strictest  iuvfstigation.  Tiic  mines  were  let  upon  lease,  and  up- 
wards of  £1,200  have  l>een  pmd  b>  the  lessee  to  ditTerent  individuals;  the  tirst  of 
which  is  m  auiount  of  £00  paid  to  Mr.  John  James,  of  Walsall,  for  the  royaltv, 
or  rent  of  the  mines;  but  we  cannot  ascertain  what  has  been  done  with  the 
money.  Mr.  G.  B.  Stubbs,  the  present  secretary,  is  able  to  give  a  Mtwfetctory 
aooonnt  of  the  mauagcmeoi  dnring  the  tiroe  he  hat  teked  as  aecstej.  Thb 
format  secntaiy  was  Mr,  Joseph  Qieen  James,  before  menttoned. 

HiiiTcn's  CHABiTT.'--The  onlf  surriTiDg  tmslce  of  this  cbsrity  is  an  agnd, 
iaibm  gentleman,  resMing  at  licainiiigtoii,  in  WanridbhiKs,  Mr.  John  Y.  Barb^*. 
There  should  be  an  appointment  of  trustees  to  see  to  the  proper  distribation  of 
this  charity.  In  tla-  year  1819,  the  income  was  £23  18s,  lld.j  arising  out  q£ 
property  at  Riekerscote  ,  ^Ir.  ^Tason,  of  Walsall,  is  secretarj'. 

Hfkky  Stone's  Charity. — The  income  of  this  charity  was  orig^inally 
£34  14s.,  but  wc  cannot  ascertain  that  anythiiig  like  this  amount  is  given,  accord- 
ing to  the  intention  of  the  donor. 

r.iiiDGET  Mill's  Chakity. — The  donor  appointed  as  trustees,  the  vicar  and 
churchwardens  of  WalsaU.  They  have  received  within  the  last  six  months  the 
principal,  whkdi  was  Tested  on  the  tolls  of  the  WalssU  distriet  dl  the  turnpike 
roads,  and  we  are  not  aware  whether  it  has  been  re'inTested.  We  thhak  thie 
shonld  be  ascertained. 

In  the  report  of  the  Charitj  Commissioners  in  the  year  1823,  it  is  eiaied  tliat 
the  Ticar  of  Wnlsall  is  a  tnistee  of  the  ttnder4nentioned  diaritie^  but  he  knows 
nothing  whatever  of  any  of  theni,  nor  can  we  learn  anything  concerning  them. 

SnAWT.'s  Charity.— Tlie  vicar  and  mgyor  appear  to  be  the  trustees,  and  the 
land  consisting  of  7a.  2k.  'M)v.  belongs  to  the  estate,  but  the  rent  would  now  be 
considerably  more  tlmu  I  he  sum  said  to  Imve  been  received,  in  fact,  ten  times  as 
much  as  the  It's,  a-ye^  givi  ii  awa>  to  the  poor.  Wc  recommend  this  especially 
to  the  Comjiiissioners  for  inquiry. 

Dsn's  Chabitt.— It  appears  by  the  report  of  the  Charity  Commissioners, 
that  the  income  arises  from  had  st  Woodend,  hat  for  which  tbeie  saeeno  tmstoes 
—the  vicar  states  that  he  knows  nothing  about  the  charity.  The  oonstsUe  sR^a 
thst  hexeoeired  last  yesr,  ISs.,  and  gave  it  to  the  poor— fbnipenee  to  each  IndiriduaL 
We  reoommoid  an  inquiry  mto  this  charity,  and  the  iqppointmeat  of  tmstees. 

Wilcox's  Chakitt.— We  find  that  the  land  was  sold  by  the  churchwardens, 
about  seven  or  eight  years  ago,  to  Messrs.  Addenbrooke,  for  £150,  and  the  mines 
have  been  worked;  but  the  vicar,  who  is  one  of  the  trustees,  cannot  alTord  any 
information  n?  to  the  proceeds  of  the  sah:  of  the  land,  nor  is  it  known  who  holds 
the  scrips  or  certificate.    We  think  this  requires  investigation. 

Hawle's  Charity.— The  tnistees  arc  the  churchwardens  and  the  vicar.  The 
property  is  meutioned  in  the  Charity  Lomraissiouers'  Report  as  situated  at 
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Woodeud,  Walsall.  Joseph  Shaw,  Balls-hills,  Walsall,  nuw  reoeiTea  £10  apjear, 
IMtt  of  which  he  says  is  expended  iu  bread,  which  he  givei  to  the  poor.  Moat 
nfmrehing  inqiiirr  Bhonid  be  made  into  this  charit7. 

Organist's  Cbarity.— The  income  is  £5  a-yeu;  paid  by  the  Merchaut 
Tailors'  Company,  London,  and  the  vicar  iiif(KriiiB  us  that  the  oiganist  himaeU 
VMeivea  that  mm  regularly  from  the  company. 

Free  Gbammab  School.— The  Governors  are  Henry  Windle,  Richard 
Jesson,  Henry  Bruce,  F.  A.  Edwards,  Howard  Fletcher,  Cliarles  Turner,  Horatio 
Bamctt,  S.  Lowe,  V.  V.  Pratt,  Williani  Brooks  and  other?.  TheiaooOM^  aC00(d> 
ing  to  report  of  the  Charity  Comuus^ioucr.s  in  ls23,  is 

"Wileatk's  Chaeity.— Trustees  of  tliis  charity  should  be  appointed.  The 
property,  as  reported  by  the  Commissioners,  consists  of  land,  on  the  plan,  No, 
1675,  and  and  contains  2a.  3r.  23p.    The  tenant         latel} ,  Frederick 

Bedworlii,  ihc  rcui  then  was  £8  per  annum,  which  was  given  to  preach  four 
tKrmons  a-year,  but  the  Tjcar  has  not  had  tt,  and  bioin  Boddng  about  it. 
donor  requires  trustees  to  be  i^qitomted,  namdy,  the  mayor  and  others. 

The  scheme  soggested  by  the  Inspector  in  the  course  of  his 
inquiry,  viz.,  to  coDsolidate  the  whole  of  the  chanties  under 
one  body  of  trustees^  appeared  to  meet  with  universal  approval. 
The  views  of  the  town  council  on  the  aabjcct  are  sufHciently 
explained  in  the  annexed  resolutionj  passed  at  a  subsequent 
meeting  of  that  body  on  the  31  st  July,  1855. 

"The  Insi)oetor  of  Charities,  having  at  the  public  investigation  so  lately  made 
into  the  Wal.s:i]I  Cliaritirs,  intinintcd  thnt  he  should  suggest  an  entirely  new 
schejne  with  respect  to  their  future  iiiaungcnuut  and  administration,  and  also  a 
new  body  of  trustees;  and  Mr.  Han?  also  haviu;;  stated  his  desire  to  receive 
sugecstrons  from  the  council  as  to  the  api)r()priatiuu  of  the  improved  income,  and 
there  being  strong  reasons  why  the  business  should  be  proceeded  with  as  speedily 
as  possible,— Resolved,  thai  this  ooundl  is  of  opuiion,  that  the  objects  of  the 
ofaaiities  iHU  be  greatly  promoted  by  the  whole  of  them  hemg  oonsolidated  under 
the  maDagement  of  one  body  of  trustees ;  that  it  is  on  many  aoooonts  of  great 
public  importance  that  the  members  of  the  Town  Council  should  form  part  oTthe 
new  body  of  trustees,  their  responsibility  to  the  public  being  much  more  direct 
and  oomplete  than  that  of  a  trustci',  who  is  not  elective ;  tliat  the  improved 
income  could  not  he  more  nscfuny  and  beneficially  employed  than  in  the  support 
of  an  entirely  new  .irhool,  on  a  wide  and  general  priuciplej  that  would  make  it 
open  to  all  classes,  without  distinction  of  party." 

In  course  of  time  the  heads  of  a  proposed  scheme  (of  which 
the  following  is  a  copy)  were  forwarded  by  the  Inspector  of  the 
sereral  trustees  of  the  various  charities: — 
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HBiLM  or  A  FBOPOBBO  «CEBin  lOB  TES  ADKUrmBATIOV  Of  THE  CRABIIXU 
or  TES  BOBOVOR  AMD  TiJUSE  OT  WAU4U. 

I  ~A]1  the  cslatM  and  property  of  tlie  foUowing  Charitiei  to  be  Tested  in 
aiiBwljooiirtitatedbo47,tobe  onUedtha  Tlw 
Ska  Coat  Charitj  and  Natkmal  School,  and  Whittingliani'8»  TtkjW*,  Oerton'a^ 

Curtis's,  and  Cnimp*s  Gifts  thereto ;  Powler's  Charity;  Molealey  Almshousea 
and  PensioiKs ;  the  Fisliley  Charity ;  illiam  Parker's  Charity;  Blanche  Woollas- 
ton's  Charity j  Harper's  Ahiishonses;  Webb's  Charity;  Syvcm's  Ciiaritr; 
Bentley  Hay  Charity;  Wilcox's  Charity;  Hinton's  Charity ;  Henry  Stone,  the 
elder's,  and  Hcnr>'  Stone,  the  yoiuifrcr's,  C  harities  John  Parker's  Charity ; 
Robert  Parker's  sever;il  Charities  and  Benefactions;  Aiiouymous  Charity,  or  rent 
charges  on  Jones's  lann,  Littic  i^loxwich;  Huwle's  Charity ;  Nicholas  Parker's 
Charity;  Hobinson's  Charity;  Wheate's  Charity;  Curtey's  Charity;  Bicbard 
Bfeancra  CMky,  of  CSaUmora;  Khig'a  OuAf  i  Bridget  MiUa'a  Gbariij; 
Qorwaj'a  Charity;  IWa  Charity :  Wbalcley'a  Charity. 

8.— Six  to  be  a  qiaonuDf  aadtheaetaof  theBuiiariljtobe  buiduig'. 

S.~Qeneral  Charitiea'  Ihiateea  to  appokt  a  dark,  noeiTer,  and  banker. 

4.  — The  Genenl  Charitiea'  Tnuteea  to  make  general  rolea  ht  traosaetiiis 
buineea. 

5.  — General  Charities*  Trustees,  subject  to  the  approbation  of  the  Board,  to 
appoint  the  manner  of  invcf>tnient  of  ihe  stock  belonLriiiEr  to  the  charities. 

6.  — A  committee  to  he  appointed  Lrustees  of  iiogcr  Hinton's  estates,  with 
the  trustees  for  the  other  town's  interests. 

7.  — Application  of  portion  of  the  Charity  funds  iu  sp(x;ifie  payments,  according 
to  the  troat.  Dee's  and  Gorway'a  Charities,  and  £5  of  Blanche  WooUastou's,  tu 
be  distributed  amongst  the  poor  people  in  the  ahnsfaonsei^  and  SSof  Bkbud 
Stone's  to  be  gifea  in  olotfaing  to  the  poor  people  in  the  same  almshonsea. 

8.  9, 10.— The  Ushlcy  and  Blanche  WoUaston'a  Charitiea  to  be  distributed  in 
apprentice  fees,  premiums,  or  pris^  of  from  £2  to  £5  eadi  to  children  of  Walsall 
parents^  not  under  13  yeaia  of  age,  who  shall  have  been  two  years  at  school,  and 
17fi  days  in  the  preceding  year;  certLOed  to  be  of  good  character,  and  selected 
upon  cxainiuatiou,  nearly  in  the  game  manner  as  Ironmasters'  priaes  are 
distributed. 

II  — "^Vei)l)"s,  MiEs*8,  Syvem's,  Wilcox's,  and  the  Bentley  Hay  Charities,  to  be 
distributed  by  the  tru&tccs  for  the  beucht  of  the  poor  of  the  borough,  and  so  far 
as  not  otherwise  declared  by  the  trusts,  in  aid  of  the  means  for  their  education. 

13.— 'Whateley'Sk  and  the  Anoajmoos  XHmof'scharities  to  be  distributed  for  the 
benefit  of  the  poor  of  the  foreigiiin  like  manner. 

13.— Hinton's,  Stone's,  (the  three)  and  Hawe^a  Charitiea  to  be  distributed  for 
the  benefit  of  the  poor  of  the  entire  parish  in  like  manner. 

14— Molcsley's (or the oorporataon)  Ahnahonsei^  to  be  oooupied  by  widows 
nominated  by  the  mayor. 

15.— Harper's  Almshouses  to  be  occupied  by  peiaons  nominated  by  the  near. 
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16 —Till'  (jvucnd  Charities'  Trusk-es  to  frame  rui«  for  the  government  of  the 
akushou:5t*s,  subject  to  the  approbatiou  of  the  Board, 

17.  -Puvvcr  to  let  ail)  part  of  the  estate;  or  sile  of  Harper's  aliti&houses  on 
building  leases,  and  to  erect  the  almthmwM  eboiriiaEe. 

16.~To  pay  tbe  inoome  of  i'owler's  Chantjto  flie  ipeoial  tnutoes  VBoeoftlj 
appointed  tlicteot 

19.— p«7  tiie  inoooie  of  the  banalMtioiii  Cor  the  Blue  Goei  School  to  the 
tzeeenrer  of  that  school  for  the  iiine  l^ing. 

SO.'^The  Corporation  to  pay  annually  £57  4fl.  out  of  tbe  Bas<<«tte  £it«te  to 
the  General  Charities'  Trustees  for  the  inmates  of  Molesley's  Almshouses,  and  to 
keep  the  bulldrngs  in  repair,  and  these  p.-nments  to  be  a  disoharge  of  alioUum  OU 
the  Bascotte  Estate  for  any  cliahtabb  use. 

2L~Xhe  General  Charitiea'  Tmstees,  in  the  lint  iiurtaiioc,  to  be  oomposed  as 
follows  :— 

Hie  Mayor  aud  Vicai-  of  Walsall  for  the  time  being,  Edward  Adams,  Henry 
Bxaoe^  Thonae  Pool  IfoeHell,  John  Bwrion,  Miohael  Conna,  Joae^  Cowlej, 
Fiedttick  Atoherkar  Sd wds,  Howard  Tletcher,  John  Jteeth,  laaae  Highmj, 
Bichaid  Jaeoa,  Samnd  Lowe,  Joha  Woodwaid  Newman*  F.  B.  Oerton,  John 
Shannon,  'William  SomerfeM,  Etfhratd  Elijah  StanSer,  Henry  Stanley,  Samuel 
Stei^ens,  George  Bradnock  Stubbs,  Frederick  Thurstan,  H.  C.  AVindle,  and  the 
IneombeuU  of  Bloxwich,  St.  Peter's,  WalsaU,  and  St.  John's,  Walsall  Wootl, 
and  the  Incnmbent  uf  any  oilier  district,  church  which  may  be  hereafter  formed 
in  or  from  the  borough  or  forcifrn,  or  ancicut  parish  of  Walsall. 

22. — Upon  n  vacancy  occurring  in  the  non  oUicial  members,  the  body  to  be 
filled  up  by  one  to  be  chosen  by  the  corporation,  and  by  one  chosen  by  the  remain- 
ing trustees  alternately  ;  but  the  uou-otficial  trustees  not  liereafter  to  be  more 
than  eighteen  in  number. 

9S.— Power  to  iaiy  the  echeDie,  if  neoeaaaiy,  on  fntore  oocoskma. 

94.— Oonstraotioo  of  the  soheme  m  ease  of  dilliealty    the  BoanL 

A  special  meeting  of  the  Town  Council,  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  iiitu  considcratiou  the  above  scheme,  was  held  on  the 
23rd  November,  1 855,  when  the  ma^  or  read  his  observations 
thereon,  as  follows  ; — 

"  As  to  clause  o,  cierk  and  receiver  may  he  the  same  person ;  and  if  an 
attorney  be  appointed,  he  shall  not  be  permitted  to  institue  any  legal  procecdinj?s 
without  the  authority  of  a  general  lueetiug,  the  sumuious  to  convene  which  &hali 
contain  notice  of  snob  intended  prooeedings.  Aa  to  daue  8, 9, 10,  so  little  good 
aeems  to  xesolt  ftom  the  apprentioe  feea^  thailtUnk  thcjhad  better  be  abolished 
altogether,  and  the  fonda  applied  either  in  eataUishing  a  new  aobool,  or  in  exten- 
sion  of  the  varioua  edneational  eatabliahnienta  already  in  enatenoe ;  app^iag  ao 
foxu^  aa  might  be  oonaidered  necessary  to  comply  with  oviginal  mtention  of  the 
donor  in  putting  out  poor  apprentices,  but  in  some  other  way  than  tlie  payment 
of  a  foe  to  the  master.  !Aa  to  danse  11,  same  reply  aa  to  No.  10.  It  ia  the 


Digitized  by  Google 


386 


WALSALL  CHABlTU^ti. 


business  of  the  Gnacduns  of  the  Poor  to  vdievo  the  dastitate>  ^  aot  the 
tnistees.  As  to  cknse  18,  same  ss  No.  11.  As  to  cLsDse  18,  same  as  No.  11. 
But  if  the  principle  indicated  in  Nos.  11, 12,  snd  13  must  be  earned  oat^  the 
scheme  itself  shonhl  define  (withont  leaving  it  to  the  tmstees)  some  mode  d 

selecting  the  objects  that  should  most  effeotnally  prevent  all  private  favouritism. 
As  to  clause  21,  the  appointment  of  so  many  clergy  of  the  Church  of  England,  to 
the  exclusion  of  those  of  every  other  dcnnniinntion,  is  manifosfly  most  unjust, 
particularly  in  one  special  case  -tliat  of  the  rnitiirian  Ciiarity,  whieh  exceeds  in 
amount  scvenvl  of  the  others  put  together.  Tlie  only  way  to  avoid  sectarian 
aninHj;<itics  would  he  to  exclude  all  except  the  viear  and  the  ineuudjent  of  Blox- 
wicb,  who  are  already  ollicially  connected  with  many  of  tl>c  eiiani  iLij.  il  this 
part  of  the  scheme  he  perabted  in,  H  will  ghre  vise  to  suck  strong  dissatisfactioii 
a»  to  peril  the  whde.  I  am  n  member  of  the  Church  of  England  myself,  bat  I 
cannot  shut  my  ejM  to  the  nnfumess  of  this  proposal  Ftadioally,  it  vonld  be 
to  hand  over  the  msnagement  of  the  oharities  to  the  four  or  detgf  named, 
which  number  will  be  moreaaed  as  the  town  extends,  snd  new  chnidies  aio 
cieoted,  the  sites  of  two  new  ones  being  at  the  present  time  selected." 

The  Council  then  unanimously  passed  this  resolntion : — 

"  That  the  Mayor  havincr  read  the  '  Heads  of  Scheme'  for  tlie  future  manage- 
ment of  the  Walsall  Cliaritics,  and  also  his  observations  thcreou,  and  the 
correspondence  with  Mr.  Hare,  the  Charity  Inspector— resolved,  that  this  council 
hereby  approves  the  obserrationB  and  answers  of  the  mayor,  and  reqnesta  bun  to 
tetnm  the  'Heads  of  Sdieme^'  with  sodi  snswers;  sad  that,  ss  to  the  penoas 
who  are  to  be  new  tnistees»  this  eonnoil  adheres  to  its  former  resolution,  further 
oonsidoation  having  only  strengthened  the  oonviotion  of  the  ooosoil  tiiat  the 
members  of  the  Town  Council  for  the  time  being  will  be  t  he  most  fitting  persons 
*  to  be  such  trustees,  they  being  directly  responsible  to  the  public  for  all  their  acts, 
and  their  meetings  being  open  to  tlie  public;  their  aeconnts  beinj?  annually 
published,  and  the  election  of  one-third  their  iuiiitl)cr  laking  jilaee  annually  ;  and 
with  reference  to  tlie  fear  of  Mr.  Hart',  that  Parliament  wUi  not  adopt  that 
policy,  on  account  of  its  supposed  iiostility  to  the  policy  of  the  Municipal  Act, 
tliis  Council  is  of  opiuiou,  that  as  rarliomcnt  rciuuved  Charity  Troi^erties  from 
the  control  of  Municipal  Corporations  at  a  period  antecedent  to  whieh  such 
corpontions  were  self'Oleotive,  the  adoption  of  a  diflisrent  policy,  after  many  yean 
of  popular  deotion,  would  aubatantiaUy  be  no  revmsal  of  that  poUoy ;  and  the 
council  has  a  strong  hope  that  tta  Tiew  of  this  pert  of  the  'scheme*  wiU  be 
impressed  on  Parliament  by  the  members  for  the  borough  and  county,  and  receiTe 
roueh  greater  support  than  Mr.  Hare  antioipatea." 

The  advantage  of  consolidating  the  charities  imder  one 
mauugiiig  body  of  trustees,  few,  if  uny^  will  attempt  to  qnestion. 
It  appewri  almost  projp^'f  ^o,t  the  Town  Council,  for  the  tvme 
bein^,  thould  form,  at  all  mtenta,  part  of  the  body;  but  the 
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injostice  of  appointing  clergymen  of  one  particular  denomina- 
tion to  the  exclusion  of  all  otlierSj  must  be  apparent  to  every 
reasonable  and  nnprejndiced  mind;  and  (a«  the  mayor  baa 
veiy  justly  observed)  **if  this  part  of  the  scheme  be  persisted 
in,  it  will  give  rise  to  such  strong  dissatisfiiction  as  to  peril  the 
whole."  With  respect^  howeverj  to  the  proposed  appropriation 
of  the  charity  funds  to  the  "  establishment  of  a  new  school/^ — 
as  expressed  by  the  first  resolution  passed  by  the  council — 
to  say  the  leasts  seems  to  embody  an  extremely  dangerous 
experiment.  The  want  not  only  of  a  school,  but  also  (as  before 
argued  in  tlieso  pages)  many  other  useful  iustitutious,  l)ased 
npou  such  prin(  i|)les,  is  evidently  much  felt,  and  should,  as  far 
as  practicable,  bo  established;  but,  notwithRtaTubng  this,  it 
behoves  the  promoters  to  pause  well,  ere  tliey  adopt  a  precedent 
that  may  have  an  injurious  influence  on  future  beneficence  ;  for 
although  in  niauy  cases  it  may  be  found  impolitic,  or  perliaps 
impossible,  to  carry  out  strictly  the  expressed  wishes  of  the 
donor,  yet  it  is  the  bounden  duty  of  trustees  to  see  that  the 
original  intention  of  the  testator  is  supported,  so  far  as  the 
customs  and  privileges  of  the  times  in  which  they  live  will 
admit.  The  exercise  of  extreme  caution  is  therefore  requisite 
before  various  sums,  left  by  divers  persons  for  sundry  charitable 
purposes,  are  withdrawn  from  sevml  objects,  and  appropriated 
to  one,  perhaps,  of  an  entirely  different  character. 

The  poor  are  tH^ually  entitled  to  the  chanlable  legacies 
bequeathed  to  them  as  the  lords  of  the  manor  are  to  any  inheri- 
tance they  may  enjoy;  and  it  is  neither  honest,  consistent,  or 
politic — leaving  feeling  altogether  out  of  the  question — to  strip 
the  aged,  the  needy,  and  the  infirm,  of  their  just  and  legal 
rights,  in  order  to  advance  any  object,  however  good  or  bene- 
ficial in  its  nature.  It  is  therefore  contended,  that  trustees  of 
such  legacies  (for  example,  those  specified  in  clauses  11, 12,  and 
13  of  scheme,)  are  bound  by  every  tie  of  honour  and  humanity 
to  distribute,  wholly  and  fairly,  to  the  various  legatees  their 
several  bequests,  and  that  it  is  quite  as  much  their  business  so 
to  relieve  the  destitute,  as  it  is  that  of  the  guardians  of 
the  poor. 
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RECENT  INQUIRY. 

Before  Thomas  liare,  E»q.,  (lovemineiit  Inspector  of  Chariiiea^  1856, 
com|»arcd  with  the  former  Inquisition,  a.  p.,  1823. 

A  GU>renimeiit  inquiry  into  the  charities  within  the  Walsall 
Union  was  opened  on  Toesdajj  the  19th  June,  1855,  before 
Thomas  Haze,  Esq*,  Goyeniment  Inspecior  of  Charities,  in  the 
Mayor's  parloor,  Guildhall,  Walsall.   There  was  a  lai^  and 
inflaential  attondance  on  the  occasion.   F.  B.  Oerton,  Esq.^ 
mayor;  Samnel  Wilkinson,  Esq.,  town  clerk;  W.  Ward,  Esq., 
and  other  members  of  the  conncil  were  present.   The  Ber. 
J.  H.  Sharwood,  vicar  of  WalsaU,  ex-officio  tmstee  of  several 
charities;  the  Bev.  H.  Bagnall,  perpetual  curate  of  Grreat 
Barr,  also  a  trustee ;  and  a  deputation  from  the  Rate-payers* 
Protection  Society  likewise  attended. 

The  investigation  was  instituted  in  consequence  of  the 
report  made  by  the  Board  of  (lUarcUans  into  the  alleged  mis- 
appropriation of  the  fund)^  left  for  charitable  purj)oses,  and 
which  had  been  brought  before  the  Charity  Board.  The 
inspector  intimated  to  the  meeting  tlmt  he  would  take  the 
sereral  parishes  in  such  order  as  would  first  relieve  the  trustees 
from  the  most  distant  places. 

Mr.  Joseph  Green  James,  solicitor  to  the  tnistecs  of  several 
of  the  charities,  said,  that  he  attended  to  afford  the  inspector 
any  aid  in  his  power.  The  Rev.  J.  H.  Sharwood,  B.  Jesson, 
and  G.  B.  Stabbs,  Esqrs.,  solicitors  of  'Walsall,  were  also 
present  for  the  same  purpose. 

The  first  day's  proceedings  opened  with  an  inquiry  into 
charities  at  Pelsall.  Messrs.  Charles  and  William  Russell,  the 
chapelwardens,  gave  an  account  of  the  manner  in  wliich  tlio 
several  endowed  charities  in  that  tuwDsliip  were  disposed  of, 
which  appeared  to  be  in  small  sums  of  sixpence  and  a  shilhng 
to  each  person.  In  one  case,  out  of  the  proceeds  of  Mrs. 
Bridrjman's  hrqiiK'st,  £6  annually  were  paid  for  teaching  eight 
boys,  at  the  National  school — the  clergyman  received  £3,  and 
the  poor,  lOs. 

The  Inspector  suggested  that  more  good  would  be  done,  if 
the  churchwardens  would  make  these  gifts  indirectly  auxiliary 
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to  edncatioDj  by  giving  them  in  larger  snms  of  58.  or  upwards, 
as  premiiiing,  to  those  parents  among  the  poor  who  were  most 
afetentiye  to  sending  their  children  to  school  and  keeping  them 
there.  The  neglect  of  this  duty  was  one  of  the  things  most  to 
be  regretted  in  the  present  day,  and  he  should  be  glad  to  see 
all  these  endowments  assist  in  promoting  its  fiodfihnent. 

Mr.  Rossell  approved  of  this  system,  and  said  they  would 
adopt  it. 

Evidence  was  pfiven  by  F.  C.  Mottram,  Esq.,  dmrchwarden 
of  Great  liarr,  and  the  Rev.  H.  Bagnall,  which  proved  ihat 
there  were  several  charitable  bequests  at  Great  Barr  which 
appear  to  have  been  altogether  lost  sight  of.  One  in  particular, 
the  Custom  Monev,  liad  been  received  within  tlie  recollection 
of  the  oldest  families  in  the  parish,  but  had  not  been  distributed 
for  many  years,  and  the  source  of  the  fund  was  not  known. 

The  Rev.  Horace  Chavasse,  incunbent  of  Kushall,  also  gave 
evidence  as  to  some  charities  there.  It  i^peared  that  one  in 
particular,  to  which  reference  is  made  in  ancient  reports,  was  not 
•  now  in  existence,  nor  did  there  appear  to  be  the  least  chance  of 
its  being  discovered.  Mr.  S.  Wilkinson,  town  clerk,  here 
observed,  that  the  fact  of  sndi  charities  being  neglected,  and 
nltimately  lost,  was  aocomited  for  by  the  annnal  change  of 
tnistees  and  churchwardens;  trusteeship  should,  in  his  opinion, 
be.  established  on  a  more  permanent  basis. 

Robert  Scott,  Esq.,  of  Stourbridge,  and  formerly  M.  P.  for 
Wulfjall,  and  Mr.  Moseley,  master  of  the  Free  School,  Great 
Barr,  were  examined  as  to  property  which  should  belong  to 
that  school.  The  former  said,  that  he  was  sole  trustee  of  two 
charity  properties,  in  one  of  which  he  was  the  representative 
of  the  founder,  Thomas  Addye.  This  charity  oriiirinally  pro- 
vided for  the  free  education  of  13  boys,  but  at  the  present  time 
20  received  gratuitous  instruction.  A  rent  of  £53  7s.  was 
derivable  from  lands,  and  there  was  a  house  for  the  master,  a 
schoolroom,  and  two  cottages,  which  were  let  at  ^s.  9d.  per 
week.  The  master  was  allowed  the  privilege  of  taking  other 
pnpils  who  paid  from  4s.  to  12s.  per  quarter.  Mrs.  Scott  had 
left  a  sum  dT  £400,  the  interest  of  which,  amonnting  to  £20, 
was  ezpmded  in  clothing  for  the  boys  belonging  to  the  school, 
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and  also  for  four  poor  women.  The  inspector  observed,  that  it 
wonld  be  well  to  appoint  tmstoes  to  tiiose  diaritieB.  Mr.  Soott 
aoqniefioed  in  this  opinion  so  far  as  regarded  the  latter  chanty^ 
bnt  his  impression  with  referenoe  to  the  ''Addye Charity''  was, 
that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  donor  to  leave  the  nominali0n 
of  the  master  and  the  scholars  in  the  hands  of  the  owner  of 
the  property.  Evidence  having  been  given  with  respect  to 
some  chapel  lands  in  the  same  parish,  the  inspector  then  pro- 
ceeded to  those  charities  which  immediately  appertained  to  the 
borough  and  toreigu  ui"  W  alttall,  commeuciiig  with 

Joes  Hawlb's  Ghabitt. 

By  will  dated  18th  April,  1G18,  Jolin  HmwIc,  of  Caldmoro, 
guve  some  lands  (then  under  lease)  called  Molcfields  to  feoffees; 
the  rent,  aniouutnig  to  £4  a  year,  to  be  employed  in  the  pur- 
chap  o  of  twenty- eight  penny  loaves  of  white  l»read,  to  be 
distributed  in  the  church  of  Walsall  every  Sabbatii-day,  after 
morning  prayer,  viz. — to  poor  people,  26;  to  the  vicar,  2; 
and  to  tho  clerk,  1. 

The  Rev.  J .  H.  Sharwood  stated  in  evidence,  that  thirty-nine 
loaves  of  bread  were  given  away  every  Sunday  after  morning 
service,  and  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  mode  of  administering 
the  charity  was  most  objectionable.  They  were  sometimes 
distributed  by  the  chnrchwardens,  and  sometimes  by  the 
beadles,  who,  he  believed,  participated,  amongst  others,  in  the 
distribution.  In  answer  to  an  observation  that  the  dispensing 
of  this  charity  was  confined  to  the  vicar  and  churchwardens,  the 
reverend  gentleman  said,  he  was  not  aware  that  it  was  in  any 
way  under  his  controL  He  thought  the  money  would  be  much 
better  applied  to  increase  the  fonds  of  the  almshouses. 

By  the  inquisition  in  1823,  it  apjieared  that  the  land  called 
Molcfields  consisted  of  18a.  2r.  12p.,  and  was  divided  into  four 
closes.  It  was  purchased  in  1814  by  one  Samuel  Wood,  from 
Thomas  Hawke  Parker,  subject  to  the  payment  of  £5  per  ann., 
payable  half-yearly,  for  the  purposes  before  stated  in  John 
Hawle'a  will.  At  the  time  Mr.  Wood  purchased  the  land  he 
was  tenant  at  tho  yearly  rent  of  £38.  Besides  the  purchase- 
money,  Mr.  Wood  paid  between  £60  and  £70  for  timber. 
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In  a  report  made  A.  o.  1804^  by  a  committee  of  inhabitants 
appointed  at  a  vestry  meeting  to  mqoire  into  the  public 
charities  of  the  town,  it  was  stated,  ''that  widow  Thurston, 
baker,  deUvered  twenty-eight  loaves  every  sabba^i  day  to  the 
chnrch,  and  was  paid  for  the  same  by  the  Bev.  Charles  Black- 
ham,  £2  16b,  eveiy  half  year.  Jfr.  Blackham  was  then  ike 
tenant  of  the  land,  and  after  he  gave  it  up^  only  £5  appeared 
to  have  been  distributed  for  some  years/' 

A  skozt  time  previous  to  the  side  of  ike  land  to  Mr.  Wood^ 
Thomas  Hawke  Parker  gave  directions  to  his  agent,  that 
double  the  quantity  of  bread  should  be  given  away.  Thus, 
from  this  time,  £10  was  diatribut^jd  yearly;  £5  being  paid  on 
account  of  Mrs.  Parker  while  she  lived,  and  £5  by  Mr.  Wood, 
as  a  charp-p  upon  the  land  so  purchased  by  kim.  After  Mrs. 
Parker^a  death  the  ]ia}Tnent  was  continued  by  her  son-in-law, 
but  this  was  considered  by  the  Commissioners  as  voluntaiy. 

The  most  impomnt  question  at  issue  with  respect  to  this 
charity  was,  whether  £4  a  year  (the  on'ginal  sum  left  by  John 
Hawle)  was  the  whole  amount  claimable,  that  sum  being  at  the 
time  of  the  bequest  the  entire  rental  of  the  land^  which  has 
been  proved  to  be  now  worth  il60  annnally. 

It  fras  stated,  that  the  point  had  been  referred  to  the 
Attorney-General,  and  that  he  was  incjoiring  into  the  matter. 

The  Inspector  expressed  his  approval  of  the  course  adopted, 
and  appeared  to  concur  fixlly  in  the  opinion  given  by  the  Com- 
missioners in  their  inquir}'  in  1823,  which  was  as  follows : — 

"  On  nfcning  to  the  tenns  of  the  origmal  indtranwDt,  it  appeaxs  qaestionable 
whether  the  whole  reate  and  porofits  of  the  land  wot  not  intaoded  by  the  doniw 
to  be  dietribntcd  in  bread  weeUjr;  and  it  marbeafit  qaaatkm  faracoort  ol 
egnity  to  dedde^  whether  siiefa  a  conatraction  ought  not  to  be  adopted.'* 

[Why  was  this  opinion  gfiven  in  1823  allowed  to  lie  dormant 
tin  1856  ?   Echo  answers,  why  ?  ] 

ILvurtE's  Almshouses 

Were  next  taken  under  consideration.  Previous,  however, 
to  submitting  the  report,  it  may  be  as  well  to  make  the  reader 
fwquainted  with  the  History  of  the  Charity,  according  to  the 
Oommuiion  of  TnqiUry  m  1828 — a  course  which  the  author 
has  deemed  it  prudent  to  adopt  with  reference  to  the  charities 
generally* 
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By  an  inqmniioii  taken  at  Walsall,  7th  December,  11th 
James  I.,  under  a  commission  of  cbaritable  usee,  it  was  found 
that  John  Harper,  son  and  heir  of  William  Haiper,  Esq.,  estab- 
lished an  ahnshouse  in  Walsall  for  fonr  poor  people  to  dwell 
in;  and  by  a  certain  indentmre,  beanng  date  20iih  December^ 
11th  Heniy  VJll*,  he  granted  two  acres  and  a  half  of  arable 
landj  in  Windmill  Field,  and  a  croft  in  Caldmore,  for  their 
maintenance.  He  ftuiiher  willed  that  the  poor  folks  shoiild  be 
named  by  the  vicar,  with  t^e  consent  of  the  lord  of  the  maaor 
of  Rttshall,  "and  of  the  mayor  of  Waball/'  The  vicar  to 
receive  the  rent,  and  pay  the  same  to  the  poor  folks  yearly ;  the 
rents  to  be  applied  when  necessary  to  the  repairs  of  the  abns- 
house.  He  further  directed  that  when  all  the  feoffees,  except 
three,  should  die,  tlie  survivors  should  make  the  estate  over  to  ' 
other  persons  appointed  by  tlio  lord  ol  Kushall,  and  the  vicar 
of  Walsall  (the  copy  of  the  deed  adds,  ^^with  the  advice  of 
the  mayor  of  Walsall,'*)  and  so  from  time  to  time  for  ever.  It 
was  further  found  that  George  Hawe,  on  the  27th  Oct.,  1557, 
made  his  will,  whereby  he  gave  to  the  said  almshouse,  a  dose 
at  Walsall  Townsend,  and  that  the  rents  of  the  said  close  were 
then  of  the  value  of  26s.  8d,  yearly. 

By  the  parish  report  of  1804,  it  appears  that  the  trust  was 
vested  in  the  heir  of  William  Leigh,  Esq.,  of  Bnshall,  but  the 
receipt  and  'application  of  tiie  rents  were  then,  and  had  been 
for  many  years  previous,  exdusiyely  in  the  hands  of  the  vicar 
of  the  parish  of  WalsaU. 

It  is  stated  on  one  of  the  benelhction  tables  that  Hr.  Wm. 
Bidware  gave  2s.  a*year  to  the  poor  of  the  almshouse,  to  be 
paid  on  Good  Friday,  out  of  a  pasture  in  Essington,  called 
Priest's  Croft ;  but  no  trace  of  this  payment  could  be  found, 
nor  the  particular  laud  ascertained. 

Another  inscription  specifies  a  further  sum  of  2s.  per  year, 
given  by  Thouias  WollB^««ton,  to  the  four  people  in  the  alms- 
house, out  of  the  rent  of  a  house  in  the  churchyard.  On  this 
beqiu  6t  the  Commissioners  of  inquiry,  in  1823,  gave  the 
following  opinion :  — 

"We  are  uot  aware  of  the  rrrisons  -which  induced  the  comniittoe  of  ISOt  to 
believe  that  the  honse  in  the  churcliyard,  occupied  by  Sarah  Bid,  and  for  wliieh 
she  paid  rent  to  Mr.  Thomas  Ad&ms,  wa»  the  house  given  by  John  Woilaston  for 
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the  poor.  The  situation,  indeed,  answers  the  description ;  and  the  dream  stance 
of  a  rent  now  -ts.  and  then  8s.  being  paid  in  respect  of  this  tenement  to  the  ahns- 
honse  poor,  may  have  led  to  the  belief  that  the  property  was  the  same.  We 
cannot,  however,  obtain  evidence  that  the  house  occupied  by  Sarah  Birt  ever 
bdoDged  to  eitlier  of  tiie  WoOnfeoiH.  We  hten  mm  ^ba  title  deeds  of  tlio 
pnsent  pieprietor,  Hr.  WiUiani  PtafBt»  from  wliioh  it  deariy  appeaze  that  ficoni 
at  least  the  year  1740^  thb  tenemeiit  was  coiiTeyed  and  tnatedaapriratepropa^, 
aad  hto  paesed,  together  irilh  two  tfinffmieifai  adjouuni^  through  the  handi  of 
successive  poxdiaien  to  the  praient  poeeeHor;  and  it  farther  ippeozB  that  these 
three  tenemente  were  held  together  as  one  proper^  so  early  sa  the  yesr  168L 
There  is  no  mentioii  in  the  deeds  of  any  payment  thereoat." 

About  the  year  1793^  the  old  ahnahooflesj  which  appealed 
to  haye  consisted  of  only  two  dweUings,  were  taken  down  hy 
tlie  direction  of  Mr«  Ratter^  the  then  vicar,  and  the  present 
houses  were  built  in  their  room,  consisting  of  six  dwellings  of 
one  apartment  each.  They  are  under  one  roof,  four  being  in 
front  towards  the  street,  on  the  gronnd  floor,  and  two  behind, 
where  the  ground  falls  and  admits  of  one  being  placed  under 
the  other.  It  appears  that  the  old  houses  were  built  of  common 
limestone,  and  that  the  timber  was  extremely  decayed,  inso- 
much that  they  were  unfit  to  be  inhabited.  The  cost  oi  tlio 
present  buildings,  exclusive  of  the  old  materials,  which  were 
used  as  far  m  practicable,  was  £87.  Thia  was  paid  by  Mr. 
Butter,  but.  irouk  what  fund  it  is  not  known. 

Seeeni  Inqmrpt  1855. 

The  vicar  produced  a  book  which  was  handed  to  him  by  his 
predecessor,  identifying  the  property.  It  appeared  that  one 
piece  of  land  belonging  to  this  charity  was  let  to  the  Canal 
Company,  for  which  was  paid  a  rental  of  £21  per  annum. 
Mr.  H.  Archer,  parish  clerk,  gave  evidence  with  regard  to  six 
gardens  under  the  same  charity,  for  which  he  collected  the 
rents,  and  at  present  in  the  possession  of  the  following :— — 
F.  B.  Oerton  (the  mayor),  Adams,  Tomlinson,  Thacker,  Broad- 
hnrst,  and  Archer. 

The  Mayor  stated  that  only  five  of  the  gardens  could  be 
acoonnted  for,  whereas  there  onght  to  be  nine.  According  to 
docoments  in  his  possession,  six  were  clearly  established.  The 
three  missing  contained  89  perches.  He  thought  the  property 
was  capable  of  being  made  much  more  Taluable,  lynd  if  let  for 
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biiildiiig  would  produce  a  considerably  enlarged  income.  The 
nett  rent  received  for  land  and  gardens  amounted  to  only 
£40  188.  2d., — the  income  not  having  increased  for  forty  years. 
He  further  remarked,  that  no  trustees  liad  been  appointed  since 
the  year  1720,  and  that  the  property  had  been  in  consequence 
greatly  neglected ;  that  the  council  were  in  ignorance  of  the 
exiatenoe  of  the  charities,  and  were  of  opinion  that  there  should 
be  a  more  e£Bcievit  body  of  tmstees  appointed* 

The  Inspector  replied,  that  it  came  witiiin  the  power  of  the 
Board  to  submit  schemes  to  Parliament,  and  to  remodel  charity 
trosts  in  a  manner  beyond  the  powers  of  the  Oomrt  of  Chancery, 
but  suited  to  the  wants  of  the  day.  He  wonld,  after  the  inquiry 

was  completed,  cause  a  scheme  to  be  preferred  and  laid  before 
the  Board,  which  he  trusted  would  effect  all  the  objects  which 
the  corporation  and  the  inhabitants  had  in  view,  and  render  the 
charities  much  more  beneficial  to  the  town. 

It  was  believed  that  the  front  of  the  land  in  Bath-street,  on 
which  the  almshouses  stand,  would  let  most  profitably  on  build- 
ing leases;  and  also,  that  it  was  highly  necessary  that  another 
site  more  suitable  and  commodious  should  be  provided,  the 
present  building  (which  comprises  six  tenements,  each  contain* 
ing  a  single  apartment,)  being  considered  most  unwholesome. 
It  was  here  observed  that  the  inmates — six  6ld  women  of  the 
parish,  generaUy  widows, — were  chosen  by  the  vicar,  whose 
duty  it  was  to  select  them  from  a  class  of  persons  somewhat 
above  the  merest  paupers,  but  that  this  attempt  to  raise  the 
class  of  recipients  had,  in  some  measure,  been  ptevented  by 
the  confined  and  unhealthy  character  of  the  present  dwellings ; 
that  some  of  the  aged  almspeople  received  a  quarterly  allowance 
of  £1  13s,  4d.,  which  almost  exliausted  the  income  of  the 
charity ;  and  that  the  expenses  of  attendance  and  repairs  were 
simply  made  liy  private  assistance. 

The  ^^fayor  then  di-ew  attention  to  a  piece  ui'  land  ailjuming 
the  almshouses  (and  formerly  used  as  a  drying  ground  for  the 
inmates),  which  had  been  enclosed  by  the  proprietor  of  the 
White  Hart,  Dudley-street,  thus  depriving  the  almqpeople  of 
the  yard.  For  this  encroachment  it  appeared  no  license  was 
ever  obtained,  and  no  acknowledgement  or  rent  had  ever  been 
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paid.  He  (the  mayor)  had,  however,  been  informed  that  the 
present  owner  of  the  "  White  Swan"  was  perfectly  willing  to 
admit  that  this  land  in  queBtion  formerly  belonged  to  the 
chanty,  and  to  hold  the  same  under  the  trustees. 

Mr.  Edward  Tomlinson  was  examined  about  a  garden  which 
he  fonnerly  rented,  belonging  to  the  almshouse  chanty,  and  the 
situation  of  which  it  was  difficult  now  to  determine.  Mr.  Tom- 
linson stated  that  it  was  at  the  back  of  Dudley-street^  adjoming 
where  he  fonnerly  resided^  and  for  which  he  paid  lOs.  6d. 
per  annum. 

It  was  shown  hj  an  order  of  the  Commissioners  of  Charitable 

Inquiry,  on  the  17th  May^  1726^  that  Edward  Leigh,  of  Busfaall, 
who  was  found  to  be  the  heir  of  William  Leigh^  surviving 
trustee  of  the  land^  should  convey  the  trust  to  Walter  Gough 
and  four  others,  they  being  the  assignees  to  the  property 
belonging  to  the  almshouses ;  but  it  liid  not  seem  that  this 
conveyance  had  ever  been  made.  It  was  also  proved  by  the 
report  of  the  parish  in  1804,  that  the  Rev.  W.  Leicrli  was  then 
the  ]icir-at-law,  but  there  was  no  evidence  of  any  steps  having 
been  since  taken  to  get  in  the  legal  estate. 

The  property  of  this  charity  was  now  disposed  of  as  follows 

£  8.  <L 

1, — The  hind  at  Townsond,  given  by  George  Ilawc,  and  cou- 
♦    tainiiig  1a.  1r.  15p.,  and  occupied  by  the  Birmingham 


Cmal  Company  at  s  reatal  of   21  0  0 

S.— Three  lota  let  to  Mr.  Oerli)ii,fiir    IS  0  0 

3. — Land  oociqpiBd  by  Broadhnret  and  Anbm.   1 18  0 

4.  -~Api«jeof  laiidlBttoMr.WiDiamWood   8  17  S 

5.  — Ditto    ditto    ditto  WiUiam  Adam^  (daeeaaed)  sad 

underlet  to  Mr.  Maclnalty  ,   0  16  0 

fL—A  garden  in  the  oocapaticHi  of  Mr.  TomlinaoB   0  13  6 

7.— Ditto             ditto             Mr.  Jackson   0  6  0 


8. — A  payment  from  Mr.  Ilenry  Tlisrhway,  who  had  purcluused 
the  houses  which  looked  out  on  the  churchyard,  and  one 
house  at  the  top  of  the  church  steps,  leading  into  the 
churcliyard  ou  the  left,  or  northern  side.  Tlua  sum  is 
paid  yearly  as  an  acknowledgcineat  for  tiie  t'm^t  of  way.    0  8  0 

Total  income  M)  IB  S 

The  InspeotoTj  on  this  point,  said,  that  it  was  very  difficult 
to  oonceiYe  how  an  acknowledgement  ahoold  come  to  be  mad* 
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to  tlie  charity^  wliich  bad  no  intereet  in  tlie  ndjacant  prO|W»rty. 
The  Commissioners^  in  their  inquiry  of  1823^  seem  to  bttve 
been  satisfied  that  the  charity  had  no  daim  <m  the  honses,  in 
respect  to  which  the  rental  was  paid.  He  farther  stated  as  his 
opinion^  that  the  property  of  the  charity  was  sosoeptible  of 
great  improvement,  and  that  much  of  it  would  be  taken  as  a 
site  for  bnilcling,  if  any  power  existed  to  deal  with  it;  but  as  it 
stood^  the  persons  in  possession  had  been  allowed  to  occupy  it 
witihont  tsDj  increase  of  rent,  and  without  any  steps  having 
been  taken  to  preserve  the  property  from  encroachment^  or 
to  ascertain  its  boundanes. 

Blakch  Wolulston's  Cha&ity. 

Blanch  WoUaston^  by  will,  dated  30th  January,  1676,  gave 
and  derised  to  her  son  Thomas  Wollaston,  and  his  assignees, 
certain  lands  in  Great  Barr;  and  also  a  tenement  in  Hall-Iane, 
then  lately  assigned  to  her  for  the  remainder  of  a  term  of  950 
years,  together  with  all  the  profit  and  benefit  of  her  personal 
estate;  and  the  testatrix  directed  that  the  executors  should, 
after  the  death  of  her  said  son,  hold  the  land  in  Great  Barr,  for 
the  uses  following,  namely  : — 10s.  of  the  rents  to  be  yearly 
bestowed  on  twenty  poor  widows  of  the  borough  of  Walsall, 
equuUy,  and  the  residue  to  be  annually  applied  to  apprenLiomg 
poor  boys  and  girls;  and  she  further  declared,  that  aU  her 
personal  estate,  goods,  and  chattels,  before  bequeathed  to  her 
son  Thomas,  should  after  his  death  bo  disposed  of  in  the 
purchase  of  land,  the  rents  and  profit  of  which  to  be  applied 
to  the  like  charitable  purposes;  £5  yearly  to  bo  distributed 
amongst  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Church  Bicknell^  in  the 
county  of  Warwick,  and  the  residue,  in  placing  out  poor  boys 
and  girls  of  the  borough  of  Walsall,  apprentices ;  and  she 
appointed  William  Pearson  and  Clement  WaU,  execntorSj  and 
James  Qrton,  and  Samuel  Adey^  supervisors. 

By  indenture,  dated  27ih  June,  10  William  III.,  between 
Mary  and  Anne  Pearson,  co-heireBses-at-law  of  William 
Pearson,  the  ezecator  above  named,  of  the  first  part,  and  Maiy 
Pearson,  widow  and  representative  of  the  said  William  Pearson, 
of  the  second  part,  and  Biohard  Palmer  and  others,  of  the  third 
part  j  recites  amongst  other  matters,  the  death  of  the  testatrix. 
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and  also  tliat  of  Cleinont  Wall,  nnd  that  tbo  whole  of  the 
personal  estate  devised*  to  Tliornas  \\\)l]aston,  came  into  the 
hands  of  William  Pearson,  who  received  the  rents  of  the  lands 
in  (rreal  Barr,  &c.,  since  the  decease  of  Blanch,  "the  said 
Thomas  Wollaston  been  tlion  lately  dead,  and  standing  in  no 
need  thereof  daring  his  life/*  The  indenture  further  witnessed, 
that  the  said  executors  purchased  for  £171  2s.,  certain  closes^ 
called  West  Brook  Fields,  in  the  parish  of  Aldridge^  the  rents 
and  profits  thereof  to  be  disposed  of  according  to  the  tme 
intent  of  the  said  will^  viz.: — ^£5  to  the  poor  of  Church 
Bicknell,  and  the  residue  in  putting  ont  apprentices  in  the 
borough  of  Walsall.  And  also  that  the  said  co-heiresses  and 
representative  of  William  Pearson^  had  sold  to  Bichard  Palmer 
and  others,  the  lands  at  Great  Barr,  to  hold  the  same  upon 
trui^t,  yearly  to  distribute  lOs.  to  twenty  poor  widows  of  the 
borough  of  Walsall ;  and  also  the  tenement  in  Hall-lane,  for 
the  remainder  of  the  term  9o0  years,  the  rent  and  profit  of 
which  to  be  added  to  the  apprenticeship  fund. 

Conunissioners'  Report  (1823),  and  opinion,  thereon  :— 

"  Of  these  rents,  £5  is  anaually  distributed,  on  St.  Thomas's  Day,  to  poor 

housekeepers  of  Chureh  Bicknell. 

"£4  is  given  to  forty  poor  widows  of  Walsall  b(>rou!?h,  in  sums  of  2s.  each, 

"TIi'^  residue— after  rledtieting  expense  of  the  meetings  of  trustees,  varying 
from  11  to  £S  ,  orcasioual  repairs  of  the  house  in  TIall-laue,  and  also  on  the 
farms,  and  an  aimual  sum  of  £H  10s.  to  the  secretary,  for  salary,  stamps,  &C.— is 
set  apart  for  apprcuticin;^-  (x.ior  cluldrcn  of  the  borough  of  Walsall, 

"  At  the  meeting  ui  tlic  trustees,  the  affairs  of  semal  other  charities,  of 
which  they  have  the  management  are  transacted,  but  they  are  chiefly  small 
charities,  and  the  btilk  of  the  expense  is  charged  to  this  fiind. 

"  The  children  are  selected  fram  amongsbthe  poor,  by  the  vestry  derk.  They 
are  first  sent  to  the  pboe  designed  for  thmn,  on  trial,  for  a  month  or  six  weeks, 
and  if  the  parties  approve  of  each  other,  they  are  submitted  for  the  magistrates' 
sanction,  upon  whose  approbation  they  are  bound  out ;  the  girb  till  twenty-on^ 
or  marriage,  and  the  boys  till  twenty-one^  aooording  to  the  Act  of  Parliament  for 
parish  apprentioea. 

"The  prt^miums  criven,  have  varied  in  the  last  ten  years,  from  £1  lOs.  to 
£3  ]'>s  .  nud  only  in  nnr  instance  £5  was  given.  The  number  bound  out  iu  the 
last  len  years,  was  sixty-ume  boys,  and  five  girls,  with  premiums  anjpunting  in 
the  whole  to  £174  lOs.  The  expense  of  the  indentures  is  paid  out  of  the 
premiums. 
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"The  balance  in  bands,  at  the  auuual  scttlciocQt  in  May,  18^2,  "Waa 
£281  19s.  2d.  The  bankers,  Messrs.  Barber  and  .Marshall,  allow  four  per  otaaL 
iitow^  wbidi  b  amnully  added  to  the  cbaritj.  In  1804^  theie  m  no  balance 
in  handfly  nor  any  ngolar  book  aoooimts;  there  is  now  one  for  the  entry  of  orders 
and  regnlations,  and  another  for  aooonnts,  which  are  audited  yearly  by  the 
tnisteea* 

"The  only  acooimt  we  eonld  obtain  of  the  veoeipta  and  disboraeiaents  of  the 

charity,  previous  to  ISOi,  was  a  statement  pixporting  to  be  the  reoaipt  and 
disboraement  of  the  charity,  by  WiUiam  Pearson,  for  fourteen  years,  namch*, 
from  \740,  to  1753,  inclusive.  During  fliis  period  t]ie  rent  is  stated  to  be  Mlb 
per  year,  producing  in  the  whok-,  £-2 10;  timber  cut  down,  £42  12s.  6d. ;  total, 
£252  12s.  Od.  The.  disbursements  in  the  same  jK-riod  being  £255  12b.  8d., 
leaving  a  baluucc  oi       Ua.  2d.  due  to  the  accountant. 

"  If  the  trustees  were  to  select  cliiiiUen  to  be  boaud  out  voluntarily,  and  not 
aa  pariah  apprentioes,  there  is  no  doubt  this  ofaarity  might  be  more  taUaumtj 
and  beDefb^a%  adminiatend.'' 

BecetU  Ittquir^f,  1^55. 
G.  B.  Slubbs,  Esq.,  solicitor  to  the  trustees,  was  first  called 
on  to  give  evidence.   He  laid  certain  deeds  before  the  Inspector, 
with  reference  to  a  bequest,  under  will  bcarmg'  date  1G70,  from 
Blanch  Wollaistoii,  of  projjcrty  called  the  "  Wollaston  Estate, 
and  said  that  he  had  been  unable  to  find  the  will  of  ^Irs.  "W'ol- 
laston,  but  produced  a  bond  executed  twenty  years  after  the 
will,  remarking  that  it  might  be  inferred  from  that  document^ 
that  the  beqaeali  was  purely  intended  for  boys  and  girls  of  the 
borough^  the  words  being  "in  the  Ix^rough  of  Walsall."  A 
condition  of  the  bond  was,  that  the  fbnds  should  be  expended 
in  'Spatting  oat/  and  placing^  poor  boys  and  giris  of  the  town 
of  Walsall/'   This  bond  was  dated  the  1 1th  Maj,  1697.  That 
the  trustees  of  the  real  estate  were  J.  B.  Adams,  J.  V*  Barber, 
Arthnr  Adams,  Charles  Adapis,  Bnpert  Adams,  H.  Box,  F.  A. 
Edwards,  J.  Beddoe,  and  Philip  Perks  Pratt ;  and  that  when 
the  trustees  were  redaoed  to  three,  fresh  ones  were  appointed. 
In  1818,  new  trostees  were  selected,  and  others  were  added  in 
1846.    According  to  the  existing  scheme,  it  had  been  found 
impossible  to  End  a  sufficient  number  of  objects  on  whom  to 
expend  the  income,  £05^  and  consequently  a  balance  had  been 
accumulni  ing.    Many  years  since  a  large  amount  of  this  surplus 
had  been  lost  by  tlie  bankruptcy  of  Messrs.  Barber  and  Mar- 
shall, tho  bankers  in  whose  hands  the  fund  was  deposited.  In 
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Jnne^  185  Ij  a  mm  of  £255  was  inyested  in  the  hmdn,  andf  the 
interest  arising  &om  this  had  raised  the  income  to  £73.  A 
ftirther  balance  of  about  £100  was  now  lying  in  the  Walsall 
Bank. 

Mr.  Mason^  secretary  to  the  estate^  was  next  examined, 
fie  said  that  the  expenditure,  so  for  as  it  had  gone,  had  been 
applied  annually  to  the  relief  of  the  poor  of  Churcli  Bicknell, 
and  to  poor  widows  of  Walsall  borough,  the  former  receiving 
£5.,  and  the  latter  £4.  These  sums  were  distributed,  the  former 
by  the  churchwardeus  of  Church  Bi«  laiell,  and  the  latter  by  the 
trustees,  to  the  most  deserving  personB^  cliiefly  necessitous 
widows^  of  whom  forty,  in  Walsall,  receiv^ed  an  allowance  of  28. 
each. 

The  Inspector  observed  that,  according  to  the  will,  it  ap- 
peared that  a  sum  of  10a.  only^  should  be  divided  amongst 
twenty  poor  widows. 

Mr.  Stnbbs  here  explained,  that  the  increase  from  IDs.  to 
£4  was  in,con8e(|aence  of  the  property  having  increased  in  yalue, 
and  the  icostees  were  yeiy  careful  in  distributing  it  to  those 
most^daserying. 

The  Inspector  said  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  increased  fond 
Slight  be  disposed  of  more  advantageously,  by  dividing  the 
lundi^  as  orig^ally  intended  by  the  donor,  amongst  twenty 
only.  The  overplus  to  be  devoted  to  schools,  for  the  education 
■of  the  poorer  cksses. 

Another  bequest,  under  the  same  will,  was  for  placing  out 
children  as  apprentices. 

Mr.  Stubbs  here  remarked,  that  the  deed  specified,  tliat 
this  bequest  was  for  the  benefit  of  those  residing  in  the 
borough  only,  not  for  the  foreign."  A  specific  sum  was  giren 
for  each  apprentice,  but  the  amount  varied  frt)ni  £1  to  £3  10s. 
Nine  boys  had  be:  n  put  out  as  apprentK  t  R  from  May,  18-34,  to 
May,  18.j5.  The  total  amount  of  premiums  given  was  £19. 
The  lowest  in  any  single  instance  was  £1,  and  the  highest 
il3  10s.  In  most  instances,  the  mcoiey  was  for  the  purpose  of 
providing  clothes,  and  other  requisites  for  the  apprentices ;  but 
in  some  cases  it  wasfw  the  fiktherwho  wished  to  apprentice  his 
son,  and  possessed  oiot  the  .means  of  so  doing.  The  trdstees, 
in  all  cases,  jseed  themselves  of  responsibiUty. 
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The  Inspector  replied,  that  the  funds  were  badly  distribnted, 
and  suggested  the  propriety  of  establishing  schools  for  the  edu- 
cation of  the  yooDg.  He  would  wish  to  know  from  Mr.  Stubbe 
if  aU  the  boys  to  whom  premioms  were  given  had  aGtnallj 
been  apprenticed. 

Hr.  Stnbbs  answered  in  the  affirmatiye^  having  himself 
attested  the  execution  of  the  indentures. 

KoBEKT  Pai;ki;r*9  Charity,  (No.  1.) 

Kobert  I^lrke^,  by  will  datud  lUth  Janiiarv,  19th  James  J., 
(1624)  be(jueatlied  to  tlio  iiiastor  wardens,  and  assistants  of 
the  Merchant  Tailors'  Company,  in  London,  €  iOO,  to  be  ex- 
pended in  tUe  purchase  of  land  and  tenements,  to  pay  £20 
annually  to  the  poor  of  the  paHsh  of  Walsall,  and  all  the 
villages  and  towns  thereto  belonging,  to  be  distributed  for  ever, 
at  Christmas,  in  the  manner  following: — to  Great  Bloxwich, 
the  sum  of  £<3  13s.  4d. ;  to  Little  Bloxwich,  Goscott,  Harden, 
Colepool,  Rushall^  Dawend^  Pelsall^  Shelfield^  Woodend,  and 
Caldmorej  the  like  sum  of  £6  18s.  4d. ;  and  <^e  some  amount 
to  the  poor  of  Walsall  town.  He  also  directed  that  the 
minister  and  churchwardens  of  the  several  places,  and  the 
overseers  for  the  time  being,  should  have  a  ^'conscionable 
care''  that  this  money  was  given  in  accordance  with  his  will. 

It  does  not  appear,  however,  that  any  lands  had  been  pur- 
chased with  the  lejjacy ;  but  the  sum  of  £20,  as  the  interest 
thorc^of,  was  annually  received  by  the  vestry  clerk  from  the 
Merchant  Tailors*  Company,  and  paid  over  to  the  church- 
wardens for  the  borougli,  who  disposed  of  it  in  connection 
with  the  gift  of  John  Pni'ker. 

About  the  year  1820,  the  churchwardens  of  the  foreign, 
conceivinf^  that  Bloxwich,  and  tlie  hamlets  in  the  foreign,  did 
not  receive  their  due  proportion  of  these  charities,  claimed 
from  the  churchwardens  of  the  borough  an  increased  payment, 
amounting  to  £18  13s.  4d.,  calculated  upon  the  principle  of 
giving  to  Groat  Bloxwich  one-third  of  Robert  Parker's  giit, 
and  one-third  of  John  Parker's  (inchiding  in  the  last  item, 
the  four  hamlets  of  Little  Bloxwich,  Harden,  Goscott,  and 
Colepool);  and  dividing  another  third  equally  among  the 
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ten  pinces  meutioned  in  Robert  Parker's  will,  seven  of  which 
are  hamlets  in  the  foreign ;  and  also  a  third  of  the  distri- 
batable  portion  of  the  gift  among  the  BIZ  places  specified 
in  the  benefaction  table  as  entitled  to  one  share  of  John  Parker's 
charitj,  four  of  which  are  hamlets  in  the  foreign.  The  church- 
wardens of  the  borough  admitted  the  fairness  of  this  claim^ 
and  allowed  it  in  account  (there  being  an  open  account  between 
the  officers  of  the  two  divisions  of  the  parish),  and  proposed 
that  siicli  course  should  be  followed  in  future. 

Tlie  report  states,  that  the  portion  of  these  charities  belong- 
ing to  the  poor  of  the  borough  was  g^ven  away  in  govrnn  and 
chemises  to  poor  old  women,  principally  widows — forty  of  each 
yearly — the  persons  being  selected  by  the  churchwardens,  who 
kept  a  list  of  them,  making  alterations  therein  as  they  might 
see  occasion.  The  produce  of  two  other  charities,  Syreme's 
and  Webb's,  was  added  to  the  fund  for  providing  this 
clothing. 

The  portion  assigned  to  the  foreign — after  deducting  the 
sum  of  20s.,  which  was  carried  to  the  churchwarden's  accounts 

for  the  repairs  of  the  chapel — was  distributed  among  the  poor 

generally,  without  any  particular  lefercnce  to  the  shares  of  the 
respective  hamlets.  It  was  given  away,  together  with  other 
charity  money,  at  one  distribution,  in  the  courst^  of  the  spring, 
at  Bloxwich  eliapel,  or  at  the  wurkhuiise,  in  sums  varying  from 
one  to  five  shillings,  according  to  the  merits  and  necessities  of 
the  applicants — old  persons  and  widows  were  principally 
selected. 

onviON  or  ihb  comoasioNZBS. 

The  prindple  of  i^portionment  may  be  consideted  as  defective;  uutnmoh  as 

it  givt  s  (  fiual  suras  to  each  of  these  hanilets  and  towns,  without  reference  to  the 
difference  of  Iheir  population.  If  any  variation  can  be  made  upon  this  considera- 
tion, we  conceive  that  it  can  only  be  done  by  consultation  among  the  paruk 
officers  of  the  dilTcreut  places,  pounded  upon  their  local  knowledge. 

The  payments  to  the  different  ministers  are  made  when  applied  for;  but 
there  were,  at  the  time  of  our  examination,  some  arrears  due  to  each  of  them,  in 
the  hands  of  the  churchwardens.  It  docs  not  appear  that  any  particular  aennooa 
re  now  preached  in  respect  of  these  payments.* 

•  Tb*v«9m«BtolMf«ill«MtQ>i«teloJobaPttkM^clMrit^^ 
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Benefaction  to  the  Organist,  (No.  2.)* 
By  said  will,  (lOth  Jan.,  1G24),  Kobort  Parker  beqneaiOied 
another  snm  af  £100  to  the  Merchant  Tailors'^Company^  npon 
condition  that  lands  and  tenements  should  be  purchased^  to  | 
pay  £4  yearly^  at  Chnstmaa^  to  the  organ  pkyer  in  Walsall 
church,  and  20s.  to  his  man  who  bloweth  the  bellows/'  This 
money  was  not  laid  out  in  land,  but  £5  per  annumj  as  the  in- 
terest thereof,  is  paid  by  the  Merchant  Tailors'  Company  to 
the  organist  of  the  parish  church,  whose  salary  ^is  made  up  by 
■an  annual  collection  at  the  church. 

Gift  to  Great  Bloxwjch,  (No.  3.) 
Robert  Parker,  by  same  will,  gave  to  Great  Bloxwich,  where 
he  was  bom,  and  to  the  chapel  there,  one  leasow,  or  pasture  of 
land,  called  Ley  Haye,  in  AVoodliall  Fields  upon  the  condition 
that  the  poor  of  Great  Blozwich,  old  men  and  women,  sucIl  as 
had  most  need  and  were  past  labour^  should  have  208.  every 
-quarter  of  a  year  for  erer^  out  of  the  yearly  profits  and  rents; 
ihe  remainder  of  the  rents  to  be  appropriated  to  repairing  the 
<ihapel,  and  keeping  the  dock  thereof  in  order.   The  Commis*  ' 
sionerSj  in  their  report  of  1823,  state, — 

"  The  Ley  Haje  ooiinitB  of  fire  doses,  aamberecl  ia  the  map  of  tbe  foreisft 
791>7M^  sod  80^  and  stated  theinin  to  oantaintog^^  About  a 

•qoMierof  Baaoremoreisoooiipiedbr.tbe  Wjrilei' and  Eei^^  ! 
cms  through  the  land,  and  for  which  the  canal  companj  pay  a  compensation  of  £^ 
•«-year  to  the  tenant.  The  land  ia  let  by  the  churchwardens  at  the  annual  rent 
of  £20,  for  a  term  of  14  years,  from  Lady-day,  1820.  The  tenant  had  not  executed 
the  lease,  nor  paid  any  leut^  at  the  time  of  oar  exaroinatioii,  bat  he  had  promised 

*  EsTBT  nr  Conn  ov  GnAKeaar  PaooBBDni«a«-421«  Watsall,  Stafibiddiifs. 
The  Oiganiat's  Cbaiitgr.*.William  Bjlaad,  of  Walnll,  cflgwisl  of  die  pwiab 

•chnreb — The  corporation  of  Walsall,  John  James,  Moses  Eyland,  Edward 
Holden,  and  James  H.  Hobbins,  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  WaleriH  (trustees 
of  the  charily). — Messrs.  Fhiipott  and  Son,  Montague-place,  Eusseli- square,  for 
the  relator. — 15th  August,  1840.  Information  signed  by  the  Attorney-General, 
praying  for  a  ^laratiQii'  that  the  diari^  ptoperQr  was  liable  to  tlw  anntid 

.payment  of  £4  to  tli*«i9Hiislof  the  parish  ehanli  of  Walsall.  To  aseeriala  of 
what  the  charity  property  consisted.  For  payment  of  the  arrears  of  the  said 
annual  sum  to  relator  Eyland,  and  for  a  direction  to  the  defendants  to  pay  the  said 
sum  annually  to  the  relator  and  hid  successors. — There  is  neither  property  nor 

nncome,  the  property  having  been  sold,  and  the  proceeds  applied  in  part  paymei^  > 

>of  the  «esls.~[BnBgi7  paient  J  thus  to  eatits  cbild'a  estate  up.] 


! 
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to  (k)  so.  The  rent  appears  to  he  a  fair  one.  The  previous  tenant  lield  the  laud 
at  the  rent  of  £25,  but  he  was  unaDie  to  pay  the  aanie.  There  is  al.so  an  allotment 
of  knd,  of  about  four  acres,  in  Essington  Wood,  held  under  the  EssingtoD 
eaotownre  aotk  at »  yearly  rat  of  JS^IOb.** 

Mr.  JoMph  Graoi  James,  the  late  legal  adviser  to  the  trustees*  wasilxBtGaUeii 
iqKmtogiteevideiMiiK^bcBSe^whidieihibited  miaappUcatknande^peiiditore 

of  the  most  reckless  and  disgraoeful  character.  He  said  that  on  the  11th  of 
AvgDst*  1838,  the  churchwardens  granted  a  lease  of  the  charity  estate  for  four- 
teen  years,  to  J  aines  Sinallman,  at  a  surface  rent  of  £20,  and  a  fixed  minimum 
royalty  of  Bl'iO.  An  information  was  filed  at  the  relation  of  Thomas  James,  and 
afterwards  ehanaed  to  Edward  James,  against  thf»  Hmrchwardens  for  llie  time 
being — the  cause  being  called  "  Attorney-pencral  r.  Ik-aley,"  -  to  establish  thtr 
charity,  for  the  conveyance  of  the  lef?al  estate  from  the  heir-at  law  of  the  surviv- 
ing trustee,  to  new  trustees,  and  fur  a  scheme  for  tiie  adiuiuistration  of  the  J'uuds- 
aeenimgfiNMii  tlie  leasee^  the  nniiieB.  la  tiiis  to^  he  (Mr,  James)  was  solicitor 
for  the  trustees,  and  Mr.  Hinehfiltife  was  sdheitor  Ibr  the  psiub.  An  HipUeation 
waa made forthe  appointaneiit  of  reoeiTer,  after  the  answers  were  and  the 
soi^  which  bad  now  beoome  (if  it  had  not  origiiially  been)  hostile,  a  long  contest 
took  place  in  the  master's  office  on  the  appointment  of  e  receiver,  and  subse- 
qnentilj  on  the  ohoioe  of  trustees.  The  sdieme  waa  aho  the  solQeot  of  mncb 
eontest. 

"NTr,  James,  in  answer  to  questions  by  the  Inspector :-  I  was  solicitor  for  the 
receiver,  vc\\o  w;uj  four  years  in  ofliee — fo\ir  accounts  were  passed.  The  receiver 
was  discharged  in  the  year  I  have  no  papers.    Mr.  Parkes  was  my  profes- 

sional agent,  and  afterwards  Messrs.  Fearon  and  Clahon.  I  have  a  letter  from 
Messrs.  i'earou  aud  Clabou,  ditted  11th  June,  1S55,  in  which  they  say  '  the- 
reedver  was,  as  you  are  aware^  discharged  in  beginning  of  the  yi^  ISIO/  (the 
letter  was  here  pKodneed).  Hie  moneys  all  passed  thfongh  my  hands,  ftom  the 
tian  the  receiver  was  appointed,  and  dnrog  the  nogress  of  the  suit.  The 
endorsement  (prodnoed)  to  leoelTei^  4lli  jfov's  aeeoiiwt^  is  in  mj  own  hsnd- 
writing.  The  receirer's  aalaiT  was  £90  per  annum.  In  1852, 1  was  oompelled  to 
take  the  benefit  of  the  InaolTeat  Aet^  and  my  cash  books  and  ledgers  were  given 
np  to  the  officer.  All  my  papers  are  now  in  Birmingham.  I  applied  to  the 
officers  for  leave  to  examine  the  books,  \mt  could  not  do  so.  I  sent  a  clerk  to 
Birminfrham,  to  look  through  the  papers  there  for  the  bill  of  cx}sts,  and  he  could 
not  find  them.  After  the  appointment  of  the  trustees,  and  before  the  seeretary 
was  appointed,  the  trustees  received  notice  that  the  South  Stafford.shire  Ivailway 
would  intersect  the  laud,  and  1  presented  a  petition  against  the  bill,  in  order  that 
a  better  arrangement  might  be  made.  ItwoiildhifesleipBd  aaeesBtotimeiBal, 
and  the  ol^iect  was  to  make  a  better  arrangement  with  the  company.  Ipiesented 
tint  petition  with  the  antfaorify  of  the  troslees.  Abillof  ooitowasineaaedlv 
of,  I  think,  £68.  IdSdnotleadthetrasteee  tobeliefB  Oatfhe  ODsta  wonUI 
not  exceed  £5." 
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Mr.  Stubbs,  the  new  Seoretoiy  to  the  lAuaity,  waa  next  MMninwl,  tad  staled 

that  he  applied  to  Mesaca.  Faaran  and  Claboii»  bk  1852,  is  to  the  funds  in  ooart, 
if  anf,  but  received  no  answer.   An  order  was  made  in  Jane,  1848,  that  the 

receiver  should  pay  into  the  Bank  of  Enirland,  a  certain  sum  of  money,  amount- 
insr  to  iJlO  15s.  7d.,  on  or  before  July,  184^,  and  the  next  rtccouuts,  betireen 
25tli  DcfLiubi-r,  ISiJ,  and  -'.;tli  December,  l*^i8,  amounting'  to  11^5  2h.  i?d , 
were  also  ordered  to  be  paid  iu,  iiiakiug  u  t^tid  of  £425  17&.  9J.  There  was  no 
evidence  to  show  thai  such  order  had  been  complied  irith.  The  payiueuts  for 
royalty  and  rents  from  September,  1S3S,  to  Lady-day,  1S49,  were  £1,567  10s.  4d. 

Mr.  WUkinaon  remarked  that  the  total  aom  leceifed  down  to  Beeembcr, 
18H  w  heliered  to  be  £474  198. 8d.»  and  the  whole  amount  paid  into  court  hr 
the  ohnrehwardena,  was  £300. 

Mr.  Egliuton,  in  his  examination,  aaid I  was  the  iceet?er  of  this  ohaiitf ; 
I  ee.ised  to  liold  office  in  the  year  1849;  I  gave  aecnrity;  my  securities  were  Mr. 
H.  Haie,  builder,  Wabalii  and  Mr.  Thomas  Edkins»  ptiater,  Bridgnorth ;  I  bad 
no  order  for  my  discharge ;  when  the  new  trustees  were  appointed,  I  considered 
my  power  bad  ceased ;  I  iwid  over  tlie  hnhuiccs,  from  time  to  time,  to  Mr.  James, 
as  solicitor  iu  the  suit;  1  hud  no  knowledge  after  that,  of  what  became  of  the 
moiuy. 

Mr.  James  (by  the  Inspector) — I  dou  l  know  what  was  done,  1  left  these 
matters  more  to  my  agent  than  to  myself,  if  there  were  such  sums  received  after 
the  date  of  the  ordor. 

Mr.  ISglington,— The  groes  amoont  I  received  was  £928  8s.  6d. 

Mr.  Wilkinson  (who  had  apent  oonaidersble  time  m  endeavoiiiiAg  to  trace  in 
the  books,  cntiiea  of  moniea  oaaeoooat  of  theeharitr,  hot  in  vam,)  observed,  in 
answer  to  a  question  by  Mr.  James,  that  it  was  quite  evident  £1,400  had  been 
received  from  the  date  of  the  first  leaae^  nearlj  £500  of  which  was  anaficoanted 
for,  and  in  Ids  oi)inion  had  found  its  way  into  private  pockets.  In  the  year  when 
the  first  payment  of  l^in  for  the  half-year's  royalty  was  paid,  £5S  was  jrivcn  to 
Mr.  Newman,  by  the  then  elmreh wardens,  Messrs.  James  and  IVatt,  for  services 
said  to  have  been  rendered  b>  him  in  the  course  of  some  legal  proce^xliugs,  to 
which  the  clmreliwardcus  were  parties,  bttl  which  had  no  re/errnee  to  the  chanty. 

Mr.  James  replied  that  the  subsequent  costs  should  have  been  paid  to  him  out 
of  the  £425.  AH  the  money,  up  to  tiio  time  of  the  bill  being  filed,  was  applied 
to  pmnsh  purposes. 

It  appeared,  firom  the  Inspectoi'a  atatenmnt,  iM  tk$wkoU  ^  ike  momf  pmi 
mh c9itrikMdheem9pmi im tketuU,  iemff  noleuanm  tkMt  £1,990  Ida.  6d. 

Mr.  Joseph  Cnrts,  of  WalsaU,  aa  the  agent  of  Mr.  Mellish,  pays  to  the 
draic^Lwaidens  of  Bloxwich  the  sum  of  twenty  whillmga  yearly,  which  they  oany 
to  the  account  of  the  fond  diatnbated  in  the  maimer  mcatiooed  under  John 
Parker's  chanty. 

From  the  same  source,  the  constable  of  the  borough  (a{)pointed  annmlly  by 
the  Court  Lret),  receives  a  further  sum  of  one  pound  per  annum,  wluch  he  gives 
away  on  Good  Friday,  to  sixty  widows,  in  sums  of  four-pence  each. 
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John  PA&K£ft's  Chaiutt. 

John  Parker,  by  will  dated  3rd  August,  1620,  gave  £20 
yearly  for  ever,  issuing  and  payable  out  of  the  manor  of 
Langtliomo^  in  Yorkshire,  to  be  distnbutud  as  follows : — ''£10 
to  be  div'ided  within  four  days  before  Christmas,  and  £10 
within  four  days  before  Easter,  among  the  poorest  inhabitants 
dwelling  in  Walsall,  Rushallj  Bloxwich,  and  Harden,  and  in 
other  odd  houses  within  the  pariah  of  WalsaU,  to  every  house, 
either  Ss.,  or  6s.  8d.,  or  lOa.,  according  to  the  number  which 
should  be  found  to  have  great  need  thereof^  but  in  no  case  less 
than  58*  a-house  and  he  devised  for  the  preaching  of  sixteen 
sennons^  iS  yearly,  10s.  a-sermon,  four  in  the  pansh  church  of 
Walsall,  four  in  BoshaU^  and  eight  in  the  chapel  of  Blozwich ; 
also  408.  yearly,  for  repairing  and  keeping  in  order  the  said 
chapel^  and  chapel  yard,  making  in  all  £30  per  annum ;  and  he 
further  directed  that  three  honest  men  of  Walsall,  three  of 
Blozwich,  three  of  Bnshall,  and  one  of  Harden,  should  be 
trustees,  to  distribute  the  poor's  money,  and  make  choice 
of  the  preachers." 

By  certain  codicils  to  this  Avill,  dated  8th  August,  1G25, 
and  12th  February,  1<326,  these  bequests  were  reduced  to  £20 
a-year,  and  a  moiety  of  tlie  number  of  said  yeaily  s(  i  hkhs, 
and  also  a  moiety  of  the  poor's  distribution,  were  in  pi-oportiun 
abated. 

By  indenture  dated  27th  June,  1628^  Nicboks  Parker,  of 
BloxvHich,  in  pursuance  of  the  said  charitable  bequests,  and 
perforpiance  of  a  decree  made  in  Chancery,  dated  Slst  May 
preceding,  between  William  GhilcoU,  gentleman,  complainant 
and  the  said  Kicholas  Pteker,  defendant  (in  a  suit,  instituted 
among  other  things,  for  the  establishment  of  the  said  charity,) 
granted  uud  contii  nied  to  Henry  Stone,  and  six  others,  their 
heirs  and  assigns,  an  annuity  or  rent-charge  of  £20,  issuing 
out  of  the  said  manor  of  Langthorne,  to  be  paid  at  Lady-day 
and  Michaelmas,  in  trust,  and  to  be  disposed  of  in  such  manner 
as  declared  by  the  Tvili  of  the  said  John  Parker,  with  power  of 
distress,  if  the  same  be  unpaid  for  twenty-eight  days. 
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On  an  old  benefiK^tion  table^  the  distribution  of  this  charity 
is  thus  described 

£  a.  d. 

For  foar  sermons,  to  be  >curly  preadttd  in  Bloxwieh  Chapel, 

lOs.  ftflemum.   2  0  0 

For  two  scrmoiis  In  Walsall  Church,  lOft.  a  sennon    10  0 

For  two  ditto,  in  Rushall  Church,  10s.  a  sermon..,..   10  0 

For  the  repair  of  JMoxwich  Chapel,  yearly    1    6  8 

To  the  poor  of  Great  Bloxwieh,  LitUe  Bloxwieh,  Harden, 

Qoaoott^anaCoalpool   4  1710 

T6  the  poor  of  Shdfidd,  RnshaU,  Daw-end,  Wood-end,  Gold- 
moor,  Walsall,  Tovioaend,  and  other  honaea  in  lames  and 

places  in  the  foreign   4  17  9 

To  the  poor  of  Walsall  borough   4  17  9 

£S0  0  0 

It  appeared  by  ihe  " Beeent  Tnqnmj*'  that  the  dmn^' 
wardens  took  upon  themselTes  to  manage  the  charity,  ihongh 
the  donor^  by  his  will,  distinctly  requires  specific  trnstees* 

The  Inspector  said  that  new  trustees  should  be  appointed,  and 
that  he  would  take  notice  of  it  in  his  intended  scheme. 

The  FiSHLEY,  Bknti-lv  ILay,  Richard  Stonk's,  and  Blub 
Coat  School  Charitiks,  are  all  united  under  one  body  of 
trustees,  and  were — during  the  lieccni  Inquiry — taken  luto 
consideration  collectively.  It  has  been  deemed  advisable, 
however,  before  entering  upon  the  invostio-ation,  to  notice  ©ach, 
in  separate  order,  according  to  former  inquisitions. 

The  Fisuley  Charity.* 

By  an  indenture,  dated  2l8t  Kovember,  1657,  between 
Hemy  Stone,  of  Walsall,  of  the  first  part,  John  WoUaston  and 

*  Entry  in  Court  or  CuA.xcf:RY  rKocErPiNcs. — 677.  Walsall,  Staffordshire.— 
The  Bentley  Hay  and  Fishley  Charities. — John  James,  Richard  Jamee,  Joseph 
Cowley,  James  ThomhilU  Charles  Eyland,  Edward  Lord,  Thomas  Hildick,  Joba 
Barton.  Joseph  Namnan,  William  Smith,  and  Tliomas  Pool  Brettie^lfr.  JoMph 
Green  James,  of  Wahiall,for  the  petitioners  ;  agent,  Mr.  Joseph  Farkes,  21,  CresI 
Georgc-strcct,  Westminster. — 'iSth  May,  18i  j.  Petition,  allowed  by  the  Attf^mcT- 
general,  prajing  a  reference  to  the  Master,  to  inquire  as  to  thr  proprii  ty  of  graot- 
ing  mining  leases  ;  and  if  so,  to  settle  the  form  of  such  leases,  and  also  to  certii^ 
the  probable  a»roal  Inoona  of  waA  diariUes  in  tiba  arant  of  such  leases  being 
granted.— The  jtroperty  belonging  to  the  Bentley  Haj  Charity*  eonaista  of  mincial 
proper^*  a  small  house  and  a  rent-charge,  the  income  whereof  ia  £87  10s.  pei" 
a!inum  :  nnd  the  property  belonging  to  the  Fishley  Charity  ooosists  of  land,  the 
income  whereof  is  £2i  per  annum. 
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and  others,  of  the  second,  and  the  major  and  commonalty  of 
the  borough  and  foreign  of  Walsall,  of  tlie  third  part,  it  is 
recited : — "  William  Parker,  citizen,  and  Merchant  Tailor  of 
London,  did,  by  his  will,  bequeath  the  smn  of  £200,  to  be 
employed  for  »  stock  to  set  the  poor  on  work  within  the  parish 
of  Walsall/'  This  amount  was  left  in  the  hands  the 
Merchant  Tailors'  Company,  who  had  paid  the  same  to  some  of 
the  parishioners  of  Walsall.  It  is  farther  recited,  that  upon 
the  demolishing  of  the  minister  diiirch  at  Lichfield,  the  sum  of 
£100  of  the  money  raised  out  of  the  materials  thereof,  was 
allotted  to  the  parish  of  Walsall,  for  the  same  and  other  uses, 
and  was  procured  by  Sir  John  Wirley,  Knight,  and  the  said 
Ilcnry  Stone,  two  of  tlic  commissioners  for  the  disposing  of 
the  said  money;  also,  that  the  may  r  and  conimoiialty,  with 
the  advice  of  tlio  commissioners,  could  not  find  a  better  way  of 
setting  the  |)uur  on  work,  without  diminishing  the  stock,  than 
by  placing  out  poor  children  as  apprentices,  aud  hail  determined 
that  the  said  sums  of  £200  and  £100  should  be  laid  out  in  the 
purchase  of  land,  and  the  rents  and  profits  thereof  applied  to 
that  purpose.  It  then  appears  that  the  said  Henry  Stone  had 
purchased  certain  lands  with  the  money,  and  granted  the  same 
to  John  Wollaston  and  others,  npon  trust  for  ever,  the  proceeds 
to  be  applied  as  aforesaid — one  moiety  for  the  borongh,  and 
another  for  the  foreign.  It  is  fbrther  shown,  that  one  Bichard 
Francis  had  snrrendered  to  the  said  Heniy  Stone,  his  heirs  and 
assigns,  a  dose  of  land  in  Little  Bloxwich,  called  the 
**  Haunch,''  which  the  said  Henry  Stone,  on  the  11th  August, 
1657,  covenanted  to  surrender  to  the  use  of  John  Wollaston 
and  others,  for  the  like  purpose  as  the  freehold  premises  before 
granted. 

opnriQV  or  tub  coiofianonss. 

Wc  cannot  bat  regret  that  a  more  efUcIent  nse  has  not  been  made  of  tbe  fouds 
of  this  charity.  The  pmmpftl  cause  of  the  non-application  of  so  lnr<?c  a  portion 
seems  io  be  the  very  low  rate  of  premiums  g^ven,  which  must  be  insufficient  to 
procure  respectable  sittmtions  for  the  apprentices.    No  reason  is  assignei?  for  the 

coutinued  adherence  to  these  small  sums,  but  that  they  have  been  the  customaiy 
fees,  and  that  im  idea  appcaiii  to  have  prevmUd  that  the  trustees  were  uot 
authorised  to  culargc  them.  If  the  cluldren  were  not  put  out  as  parish  appren- 
tices (which  docs  not  appear  necessary,  as  the  biniUng  iij  ;dLogetlicr  voluntary), 
and  larger  premiuow  were  given,  thoie  seems  no  tcason  to  doubt,  from  the  infor- 
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mation  wc  received,  that  opportuiiitius  would  cosily  be  found  of  applying  the  whole 
income  of  the  charity,  and  in  a  more  beneficial  manner  than  the  present  system 
can  admit  of.  The  truth  of  this  appears  to  be  acknowledged,  and  we  trast  thai 
steps  win  be  taken  to  place  the  adnunistmtaon  of  tbe  oharitjr  on  a  better  fiaoting. 


According  to  aa  indenture,  bearing  date  23rd  April,  1702, 
between  Thomas  Price  and  Susannah  hia  wife  of  the  one  part, 
aad  Martin  Pashley  and  several  others,  all  of  Walsall,  of  the 
other  part,  a  suit  was  pending  in  the  Court  of  Chancecj 
between  the  mayor  and  commonalty  of  the  borongh  and  foreign 
of  Walsall,  and  Thomas  Lane,  Esq.,  oonceming  the  payment 
of  £1 0  per  annum,  in  consideration  of  their  right  of  common  in 
Bentley  Hay  (then  in  hia  possession),  for  the  use  of  tiie  poor  of 
the  borough,  pursmmt  to  a  decree  formerly  made  in  the  Court 
of  Exchequer ;  and  also  that  the  same  had  been  referred  to  aibi. 
tratioo,  when  it  was  awarded,  that  the  Baid  Thomas  Lane  should 
pay  to  the  mayor,  Szc,  of  the  said  borough  the  sum  of  £220,  to 
hv  laid  out  by  tlioin,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  poor,  in  such 
luauuer  as  should  be  deemed  by  tliem  niosi  convenient,  which 
sum  was  accordiur^ly  paid — tlie  cor|)() ration  agreeing  to  appro- 
priate £1  U  Is.  Od.  of  the  amount  in  the  purchase  of  certain 
premises,  to  be  conveyed  to  the  aforesaid  Martin  Pashley,  &c., 
for  the  purposes  stated. 

The  said  Thomas  and  Susannah  Price,  in  consideration  of 
this  £141  Is.  6d.,  enfeoffed  by  direction  of  the  mayor,  Ac.,  to 
Martin  Pashley,  &c.,  and  their  heirs,  certain  buildings,  orchards, 
and  lands,  at  Gbeat  Bloxwich,  and  a  field,  called  **  WoodhaU 
Field,''  and  other  parcels  adjoining,  together  with  a  croft,  called 
Lander's  Croft,"  and  all  other  tenements  of  the  said  Thomas 
and  Susannah  Price,  in  Great  Bloxwich,  upon  trust  that  the 
mayor,  &c.,  should  receive  the  rents  and  issues  thereof,  for  the 
charitable  uses  before  mentioned. 

The  Comuiissioners  found,  upon  careful  inspection  of  the 
books,  that  in  ten  years,  from  1812  to  1H21,  the  actual  receipts, 
after  allowiTi_!^  125  1  Is.  (id.  for  repaiis,  amounted  to  £148  2n.  (id., 
and  that  tlie  expenditure  for  gowns  during  the  same  period  was 
£198  2s.  3d.,  exceeding;  tlu?  receipts  by  £44  ll>s.  Ikl.  A  sum 
of  £2  6s.,  derivable  from  the  following  charity,  has  alfiO  been 
made  contributary  to  the  supply  of  these  gowns 


Bentley  Hay  Charity. 
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Richard  Stone's  Charity  (of  Walsall). 
According  to  an  old  benefaction  table,  Richard  Stone,  of 
Walsall,  gave  twenty  shillings  JBBiAyj  out  of  a  close  at  Bentley, 
called  "  Park  Brook  Leasow,"  to  bny  coats  at  Cliristide  for  two 
poor  peoplOj  and  the  like  smn  of  twenty  shillings,  out  of 
Bentley  Leasow^  for  the  like  pnrpoBe^  as  well  as  six  shilHnga 
yearly^  to  be  spent  on  the  mayor  and  his  brethren/'  when 
they  should  meet  to  eee  his  legacies  performed.  These  swns, 
amounting  in  all  to  £2  68.  per  annum,  are  paid  by  the  proprietors 
of  the  Bentley  estate,  to  the  mayor  of  Walsall,  or  his  agents, 
for  these  charities. 

Stvisr'b  Cearitt. 

According  to  an  old  benefaction  table,  William  Syvem,  by 
win  (no  date  mentioned),  gave  to  the  poor  of  Walsall  £1(K>,  and 
seversl  temements  in  Birmingham  were  also  settled  for  tiie 
payment  of  £5  yearly  for  ever. 

It  appeared  that  tiiis  sum  of  £5  was  charged  on  freehold 
property,  in  Horse-shoe  Yard,  St.  Martin's  Lane,  Edgbaston- 
street,  Birmiiighaiii,  uud  that  the  charily  li.id  been  added  to 
the  gift  of  Thomas  Webbe;  both  being  administered  together 
by  the  churchwardens  for  the  time  being.  Every  Sunday,  eight 
penny  loaves  wero  given  away  in  the  church.  'J  liost-  were  paid 
for  by  H  ])ortiou  from  Syveru's  chanty,  and  a  portion  from 
Webbe'a  gift.  The  balance  was  given  in  gowns,  &c.,  to  poor 
women  every  ChristmaB,  together  with  clothing,  under  Henry 
Sone's  charity. 

Wkuhe's  Charity. 

I{/<xnf  Inqninj  (1S55). 

Thomas  Webbe,  by  deed  dated  lltli  July,  1602,  gave  to 
Jolm  Ciirties,  of  Walsall  (then  mayor),  and  eleven  others,  tlieir 
heirs,  and  assigns,  a  yearly  rent  of  twenty  sliillings,  issuing  out 
of  Cow  Leasowo,  in  Shelheld,  in  trust,  to  distribute  among  the 
poor  of  Walsall,  on  Good  Friday  yearly  for  ever, — It  was  shown 
that  this  charity  was  distributed  in  connection  with  Syvem's. 

William  Parker's  CfrARiTT. 

BiKent  Inquiry,  (1856). 

William  Parker,  by  will  dated  24th  May,  1613,  gave  to  the 
master  and  wardens  of  the    Merchant  Tailors'  Company,^  the 
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>uiii  (,1  I  too,  in  trust,  to  purchase  lands,  and  out  of  tlie  issues 
iijid  profits  thereof,  *'to  pay  yearly  the  sum  of  to  a  minister 
to  sorve  the  cure  in  the  chapel  of  Great  Blox\^  ii  li,  beiug  a 
cha[)ol  of  ease  in  the  parish  of  Walsall ;  provided  also  that 
such  minister  should  live  a  single  man,  and  mimarried,  and 
should  teach  freely  in  the  said  chapel,  or  the  dwelling-house 
(called  the  parson's  house),  the  male  children  of  Great  Blox- 
wich.  Little  Bloxwich,  Walsall,  and  Harden,  and  that  the  said 
minister  be  allowed  by  tljo  Lord  Bishop  of  Lichfield  mi  l 
Coventry,  and  be  taken  out  of  St.  John's  College,  in  Oxford, 
and  be  some  of  those  who  have  been  sent  thither  oat  of  the 
Merohant  Tailor's  School^  in  London.  And  for  want  of  soch 
to  be  had  from  the  said  ooUege,  if  there  shonld  be  none  fit  or 
desirons  of  being  plaoed  there  for  the  said  stipend^  then,  the 
inhabitants  of  the  said  town  of  Great  Blozwidi,  should  nwke 
choice  of  one  where  they  shonld  find  a  fit  vum" 

It  was  proved  that  thi?  annuity  was  reg^olarly  paid  by  the 
''Merchant  Tailors'  Company"  to  the  incnmbent  of  Bloxwich, 
who  made  yearly  a  report  of  the  state  of  the  schools ;  and  that 
the  amount  was  divided  equally  between  himself  and  the 
chapel  clerk. 

RiCHAKD  Stone^s  Chakity,  OP  Caldmoke. 
On  an  old  table  of  benefactions  it  is  inscribed,  that  Richard 
Stone,  of  Caldmore,  left  an  annuity  of  six  shillings  and  eight- 
pence,  arising  out  of  Palfrey  Green  Leasow,  then  in  the 
possession  of  Henry  Stone,  Esq., — "  such  sum  to  be  distributed 
in  bread  yearly  to  the  poor  of  the  borough.'' 

By  the  Commission  of  Inquiry,  in  1823,  it  appeared  that  a 
dole  of  six  shillings  and  eight-pence  was  formeriy  paid  out  of 
some  pieces  of  land  called  "FuAbrook  Land,''  adjoining  Palfrey 
Green,  of  which  sum,  six  shillings  was  expended  in  providing 
white  bread  for  the  poor,  which  was  given  away  by  the  vicar, 
— sixpence  was  paid  to  the  vicar,  and  twopence  to  the  clerk. 
In  the  map  of  the  foreign,  the  pieces  of  land  were  numbered 
1501  to  1505.  The  piece,  No.  1501  adjoined  land  called 
Palfrey  Green  No  payment  Iiad  been  made  by  the  occupier  of 
this  property  for  many  years,  but  the  commiss^ioners  were  of 

of  i-'.ion  that  those  lands  were  chargeable  with  the  dole,  and 

made  Cv 
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ordered  that  ap])lication  should  be  made  to  tho  then  proprietor^ 
Mrs.  Slack,  to  restore  the  payment. 

In  the  Recent  Inquiry  (1855),  Mr.  G.  B.  Stubbs  stated  that 
application  had  been  made  for  a  restoration  of  the  pajmentj  bat 
that  the  appeal  seemed  to  have  been  fruitless,  for  the  command 
had  not  since  been  comphed  with.  The  land  was  now  occupied 
by  a  person  named  Wilks^  a  butcher^  of  Darlaston,  wbo  was 
tenant  to  the  devisee  of  the  late  Peter  Gotterell^  of  LozeU's 
lane,  Handswortli,  near  Birmingliam^  who  hud  been  ordered  to 
give  an  explanation.  3Cr.  Cotterell  died  about  two  or  three 
years  ago,  and  his  will  would  probably  have  been  proyed  at  the 
Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury. 

The  Inspector  observed  that  it  would  be  advisable  to  refer 
this  case  to  the  Attomey-Creneral. 

Wilcox's  Chabity. 

By  the  report  of  the  parish  committee,  in  1804,  John 
Wilcox  gave  a  sum  of  sixteen  shillings,  to  be  distributed  by* 
the  vicar,  to  the  poor  of  the  borough.  This  amount  was  then 
paid  by  Mr.  John  Blakemore,  of  Darlaston,  to  the  vicar  of 

Walsall,  ont  of  a  piece  of  land  in  that  parish,  called  "  Badley 

Gutter  Field." 

JteoeHi  Inguint  (1855). 

Mr.  J.  G.  James  depiaed  ilwt  the  land  xefamd  to  iail»  re|ioft  of  the  earn- 
ipiBMOPflw  vas  aold.  The  vicar  and  dmidnnffdeaB  of  the  pariah  ol  WaJaall,  and 
thechordiwaideDaQf  tlief(]v«^b7deedbeariiigdate2ki^  oonveyed 
to  Meaan.  Addenlnod^  Saoitli,  and  Pidooek,  in  oonaidenlaonof  £160  paid  to  the 

parties  of  the  first  part,  all  that  plot  of  land  known  as  "Walsall  Charity  Land/' 
containing  lialf  an  acre,  or  thereabouts,  and  being  part  of  an  enclosed  piece  ot 
land  called  "  Radley  Gutter  Field."  As  there  were  no  covenants  for  title  it  was 
declared  and  agreed  that  the  purchase  money  shoold  be  for'lnvitli  invested  in  the 
names  of  the  Rev.  Greorge  Fisk  (vicar),  ami  the  chnrckwardeus,  and  tliat  those 
parties  should  apply  the  dividends  (o  Die  saine  charitable  purjioses  to  which  the 
rent  charge  was  applicable.  The  conveyance  stated  that  the  amount  of  rent 
was  twenty  shillings,  and  he  (Mr.  James)  thought  it  was  possible  that  JNIx.  Blake- 
more maeaaed  the  rent,  but  did  not  otiierwiae  take  any  step  to  improre  the 
portion  of  the  ciharitjlaad  eatahUahed.  The  anni  named,  £150,  waa  paid  to  the 
Ticav  and  chmchtnmlena  of  both  tomuMpa  on  the  lOtii  April,  18H  (oid  ma 
faiveated  in  the  pniehaae  of  £148  17s.  8d.  stock,  in  the  namea  of  theBer.  Geoige 
Tiak,  John  Jamea,  WiDiaro  Smith,  and  Walter  Dudley. 

It  was  here  obaorved,  that  the  stock  stood  in  the  names  of  the  Iter.  O.  fiak, 
Charlea  IFoater,  Heniy  C.  Windle^  and  John  Jamea. 
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Ifr.  Joseph  GiWB  Jainei  repUed,  that  the  goiltett 
msi^Msedezeeaited  a  deed  of  tnut*  dated  8th  Juie^  1815,  but  he  codd  aol 
aaoertak  in  whose  hands  this  docoment  was;  that  it  ooght  to  be  in  theparirii 
chest  The  fimd  would  be  oouveniently  managed  in  the  names  of  the  oScal 


Mr.  Frank  James :— The  dividend  amounted  to  £9  2s.,  and  was  received  by 
the  churchwardens  through  the  Walsall  bank,  and  plaoed  to  the  aooonnt  of  the 
gowns  and  flannels  which  thejr  distributed. 

The  Inspector: — The  poor  of  the  forei{?ii  do  not  rw^ive  any  benefit  frcjni  Ikis 
charity.  In  order  tiiat  their  claims  should  be  attended  to  it  would  be  necessary 
that  some  part  of  this  fund  should  be  paid  to  the  churchwardenb  of  the  foreign 
of  WalsalL  It  does  not  appear,  however,  from  the  infonnation,  thai  any  part  of 
the  charity  was  Intended  for  the  foreign. 


Michael  Shawe,  by  will  dated  14th  June,  1617,  gave  some 
closes  called  "  Shawe's  Leasows/*  at  Towns-end,  Walsall,  to 
his  ooosin  John  WoUaston,  to  hold  the  same  to  him  and  his 
hoir^,  upon  conditions,  yearly  for  ever^  to  bestow  npoa  the  poor 
of  Walsall,  on  Good  Friday^  the  sum  of  forty  shillings.  He 
further  directed  that  a  close^  which  was  charity  land^  near 
Woodendi  shotdd  he  sold  hy  his  execators  for  the  term  of 
three  or  fonr  years^  for  and  towards  the  payment     Mb  debt^ 
and  towards  the  funeral  and    bringing  him  home  honestly/' 
and  that  the  surplus  should  be  bestowed  amongst  such  poor  as 
should  be  at  his  burial ;  and  he  willed  that  the  inheritance  and 
rents  thereof,  should  afterwards  come  to,  and  amongst  the  poor 
inhabiting  Walsall. 

By  the  Recent  Inquiry  (1855),  it  appeared  that  this  rent- 
charge  of  forty  shillings,  was  still  payable  out  of  Shawe's 
Leasowes,  whicli  belonged  to  Lord  Hatherton.  The  fund  was 
formerly  distributed  under  directions  given  by  Mr.  John 
Forster,  late  T^ord  Hathorton's  agent.  The  vicar  and  mayor 
were  now  intrusted  with  the  distribution. 

Bit's  AH j>  Gk>BWAT's  Orakitiss. 

John  Dee,  gentleman,  of  Walsall,  by  feoffinent,  in  the  town 
chest,  dated  20th  December,  1621,  granted  one  meadow,  called 
"  Sling  Meadow,"  to  feoffees  and  trustees,  tiic  rent  to  be  paid 
to  the  vicar  and  constable,  and  their  successors,  for  over,  to  be 
appropriated  by  them  as  Ibliows : — one  shilling  each  to  be 


trustees. 


Shawe's  Charity. 
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retained  by  themselves,  and  the  residue  given  to  sixty  poor 
men  and  women  of  the  borough^  on  Christmas-eve. 

By  the  Commissioners'  Report  in  1823^  it  appears  that  the 
land  mentioned  in  the  above  deed^  and  then  in  the  oocnpation 
of  Bamett  Lowe,  consisted  of  two  pieces  of  meadow,  contain- 
ing in  all  1a.  4b.  39b,,  which  it  was  said  belonged  to  this 
charity.  In  the  lease,  two  distinct  rents  are  reserved,  the  one 
payable  to  the  lessor,  the  other  unoonting  to  £1  Is.,  for  the 
purposes  of  the  charity. 

The  Commissioners  found  that  the  sum  of  £1  Is.  was 
regularly  paid  to  tho  coiistiiblc  of  the  borough,  and  by  liim  dis- 
tributed on  Christmas-eve.  It  was  generally  culled  i  lie  "Widows' 
Groat  Money,"  but  often  more  than  sixty  had  partaken  uf  tho 
dole.  By  some  means  the  oriL;-inal  sum  of  €1  29.  had  heon  reduced 
to  £1  Is.,  but  it  appeared  to  them  that  the  donor  did  not 
intend  to  routine  his  charity  to  the  sum  mentioned  in  the  deed, 
but  that  the  whole  rent  of  the  land  ought  to  he  distributed. 
The  annual  valne  of  the  two  closes  was  somewhat  above  £2, 
and  they  (the  commissioners)  trusted  that  the  full  value  would 
be  obtained  and  distributed  according  to  the  previous  intention 
of  the  donor. 

GoRWAi's  Chabitt. 
An  old  benefaction  table  states  : — 

"  Mr.  Thomas  Gorway  gave  £2,  (o  be  yearly  paid  oat  of  his  lands  in  Rushall 
and  Broiawicli,  to  the  poor  of  Walsall  borough  and  foreign,  on  Good  Friday." 

On  the  iiecent  l/iqidry  (1855),  Mr.  Jos,  Worrad  was  called  to  give  evidence 
respecting  these  charities.  He  said  that  lio  wa.i  h  irmigb  constable  in  the  year 
ISSl,  and  distributed  the  funds  thcreo)  in  the  fuliowing  manner: — 'llic  amount  of 
20s.,  left  by  Gorv&y,  was  divided  among  sixty  widows — id.  to  each— on  Good 
Eridaf ;  and  the  jjlike  amoont,  left  by  Dee,  he  divided  k  like  nuumer,  on  Saint 
Thomas'Si^hiy.  He  took  oare  to  bestow  the  ebaritr  on  thoMonlj  who  weie  aged* 
or  otherwise  deserving  objects.  The  monegr  on  belialf  of  Bee's  cSiacity  was  paid 
tohim  Iv  Messrs.  Baraett  and  Marbw,  aoUettoxa  of  Walaall,  as  agents  of  the 
Hev.  J.  C.  Hazledine,  the  owner  of  the  property. 

I^ot  the  slightest  notice  appears  to  have  been  taken  of  the  opinion  given  by 
the  commissioners  in  1833,  with  reference  to  Dee's  charity.  If,  as  they  thought, 
the  whole  rent  of  the  land  hi'lon^ed  to  the  charity,  why  were  not  some  steps 
taken  to  secure  the  claim  ?  Of  what  use  are  Comniissioos  of  Inquir>',  if  facts 
elicited  lire  not  turned  in  ^'ood  account,  and  decisions  practically  carried  out? 
It  is  the  boonden  duty  of  the  trustees  to  see  that  this  right  ahoold  no  longer 
remain  dflnnint.] 

3b 
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HiNTON^s  Charity. 

Rog^r  Hinton,  of  Bickerscote,  in  the  county  of  Stafford,  by 
will,  dated  5th  Febraary^  1684,  gave  to  the  poor  of  Walsall, 
borough  and  foreign,  a  rent  charge  of  £5  per  annum,  and  one- 
fifth  of  the  surplus  rents  of  an  estate  at  Rickcrscote,  after  the 
payment  of  this  and  other  rent  charges  to  other  places. 

From  die  evidence  adduced  on  the  Beemt  Inqwiry  (1855), 
it  appeared,  that  Mr.  J.  Y.  Barber,  a  resident  in  Leamington, 
was  the  only  snrriving  trustee  of  those  chosen  to  represent 
Walsall.  The  required  number  of  trustees  appointed  in  1803, 
were  forty*two.  The  amount  received  on  account  of  this 
charity  from  1850  to  1854  inclusive,  had  been  £124  lOs.  6d., 
as  thus  shown : — 


£  8.  d. 

1850    87  13  4 

1851    20  10  S 

1853   28   1  7 

1853   22  12  C 

1851    85  19  5 


These  sums  were  paid  to  the  secretary  of  the  surviving 
Walsall  trustee,  who  was  also  the  secretary  of  WoUaston's  and 
H.  Stone's  Charities.  *   In  the  year  ending  January,  1855,  the 

sum  of  £8  10s.  6d.  was  expended  in  cloven  cloth  coats,  and  a 
furilier  sum  of  £11  9s.  4d.,  m  sixty-two  cotton  gowns.  It  was 
here  explained  that  the  articles  were  made,  on  a  written  order 
from  Mr.  Barber,  to  a  draper  of  the  town,  on  receiving'  intima- 
tion from  the  secretary  that  sufficient  money  was  in  hands. 
That  they  were  then  sent  to  a  lady  named  ATood,  daughter  of 
the  last  surviving  trustee,  and  to  whom  ^Ir.  Barber  entirely  left 
the  administration  of  the  trust  when  he  ceased  to  reside  in 
Walsall.  The  coats  and  gowns  were  then  distributed  by  her  to 
persons  bringing  tickets,  from  the  trustees  of  "  Wollaston's  '* 
and  "Stone's"  charities.  It  also  appeared  that  there  was  a 
balance  in  the  Walsall  branch  of  the  Birmingham  Banking 
Company  of  £66  8s.  9d.,  to  the  account  of  Hinton's  charity, 
the  cheques  on  which  were  signed  by  Mr.  Barber.  It  was 
observed  that  Mr.  James  Beddoe,  one  of  the  trustees,  had 
hitherto  supplied  the  coats  and  gowns  to  this  charity,  whidi 

*  Mr.  Maaoni  of  W  olsall,  is  the  preteat  aicretary. 
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pkoed  him  in  a  poaitiozL  of  baying  from,  and  selling  to,  himself. 

The  Inspector  remarked  that  sach  a  system  should  be 
carefiilly  avoided,  and  woold  be  obviated  in  the  new  scheme. 

It  vas  stated  that  the  sum  of  £5  yearly  was  paid  by  Earl 
St.  Vincent,  to  Mr.  Bromwich,  the  baker,  who  supplied  the  bread 
for  distribntion  at  the  parish  chorch  on  Sundays. 

The  Inspector  was  of  opinion  that  there  should  be  a  provision 
in  the  trust  deed  for  the  administration  of  the  charity,  in  case 
of  the  death  of  the  Walsall  trustees ;  and  observed  that  ho  could 
not  understand  the  condition  by  which  thia  payment — which 
wuuld  seem  to  be  out  of  the  itickerscote  estate — was  the  payment 
from  the  Earl  St.  Viucent.  The  £5  rent-charg-e  on  the  rliarity 
did  not  appear  to  be  accounted  for.  Hp  would  recomiiK  ud  an 
application  to  be  made  to  the  "  General  I'rustoes  of  iiinton's 
Charity  on  the  subject,  for  if  that  sum  was  received,  it  would  be 
included  in  the  general  account. 

ChAJHTIBS  of  HeITST  SlOHB  THB  BlDIB,  AND  HlNBT  StOXK 

THs  YouiroiB. 

According  to  the  OommMtum  of  Inquiry  in  1828,  the  original 
documents  by  which  the  charity  of  flmry  8tvM  <A«  elder  was 
established  were  not  to  be  found,  bnt  their  substance  was  given 
in  a  trust  deed,  dated  June,  1779.    This  deed  sets  forth  that 

"HsKBT  SiOBB,  of  WalsaU,  did  m  Ub  lifetime  give,  direct,  and  appoint  (wliich 
fiom  aoofther  doenmoit  be  appean  to  hare  done  by  deed  poll,  dated  19Ui  Sqitem- 
ber»  1639),  tho  sum  of  £34 14s.,  to  be  paid  yearly  for  ever,  out  of  his  lands,  Ac., 
in  the  panah  of  WalaaU,  and  also  in  the  parii^  of  Castie  Bromvich  and  lanll^, 
m  the  counties  of  Warwick  and  Worcester."  ^ 

The  lands  and  premises  charged  with  this  annuity  were, 
after  the  death  of  Henry  Stone  the  younger,  disposed  of  in 
separate  parcels,  and  the  rent-charge  appears  to  have  been 
apportioned  among  different  parts  of  the  property  as  follows: — 


£  s.  d. 

1.  — Upon  the  premises  at  Castle  Bromwich  and  Yardley   17  l  i  0 

2.  -On  land  at  Coal  Pool   7   0  0 

3.  — On  a  house  aud  land  at  Bloxwich.   3  0  0 

4.  — On  the  doae  oallod  the  Lower  Fannds    7  0  0 


14  0 

Extfact  from  the  Commissioners'  Report : — 
"Eor  some  time  prerious  to  the  year  1815,  the  aSstrs  of  this  ohatity  appear  to 
haT«  been  most  iixegularly  administond.  Upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Jaed>  Smith,  in 
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1801  (  (hiriii;?  wliose  superiritcuiiuucc  the  charity  seciiis  lu  have  been  well  utu^nded 
to),  a  buUucc  of  £00  r2s.  Kkl,  ♦hen  in  his  hands  (  nut  includiog  £5  a-ycar,  given 
b>  Henry  Stone  the  youu^^ci,  ol  w  hich  he  kept  a  acyaratc  account),  was  paid  over 
to  Mr.  Uod^kius,  the  soUottor  to  the  trustees,  who  reoeired  on  acoonnt  of  the 
charity,  between  that  time  and  1806,  £180  4a. ;  of  the  application  of  which  sum, 
no  trace  appear*  in  the  tnai  aeeomUt,  excepi  £1  paid  to  Mr,  BaUfof  prmeMap, 
Between  this  time  and  1808,  Mr.  C.  Blaokham  appeara  to  hare  reoeiTed 
£85  ds.  3d.,  on  acconnt  of  the  ehari^-HM  pari  qf  which  w<u  applied  to  chariiaHo 
wtes,  but  £17  15*.,  which  vas  paid  to  one  Wilton,  a  solicitor  (probably  for 
profcsmml  icrcicet),  leaving  a  balance  at  the  bankers  of  £67  Ts.  3d.  From  ISOS 
to  April,  ISll,  Mr.  Sumucl  Wilson  received  nnclndinpr  the  Inst  balance), 
£350  4s.  Ad.,  of  i'-hd  h  h,'  rxp'-ndfd  in  orcasiniKi!  dl^l rlhiilioitx^  i.nJii  IjO  Sa.  lit/., 
and  III''  /'It la amotnUimj  lo  £205  15^.  7>'A,  fn^  iiJ'ffn'-iir'/\        hy  Im  imoltency. 

"Ill  Is  IT),  t!ie  management  was  underUketi  by  Mr.  Thomas  Fearcc,  as  agent 
for  the  truitees,  and  uuder  his  care  again  became  efficient. 

**In  1833,  the  application  of  the  inoome  was  as  follows For  providing  ooflfts 
and  gowns,  generally  for  nine  poor  men  and  ▼omen-4be  number,  bowwrer, 
▼ariea ;  the  cost  of  these  averaged  about  £12.  Sums  of  Ss.  fid.  each  distributed 
to  poor  persons  at  Christmas;  the  amount  varies  aooording  to  the  number  of 
recommendations;  the  largest  given  by  Mr.  Pearoo  was £14  15s.  7d.,  -wA  the 
smallest  £S  5s. ;  when  the  distribution  of  clothes  cost  but  little,  more  has  been 
given  away  in  money,  and  rirp  r^rsa  \  the  objects  of  the  charity  were  cliiefly 
widows. — (Tlic  i)uur  of  the  forci^''n  were  included  in  these  benefactions.)  £1  j>er 
year  paid  t)  the  minister  of  Caunoek;  £2  the  banquet,  and  £2  2s.  to  the 
secretary,  which  formed  the  whole  of  the  expenditure. 

"The  £3  per  annum  for  reiuiiring  Walsall  Churcli  wiis  omitted,  as  well  as  the 
£3  for  aetmons.  It  was  proposed  to  the  late  vicar,  that  he  should  preach  the 
sermons,  and  receive  the  amount^  but  this  he  declined  doing. 

"  The  two  shilling's  worth  of  bread,  formerly  supplied  weekly  under  Mr.  Smith's 
administration  of  the  charity,  and  given  away  in  the  chnrdi  aoooiding  to  the 
founder's  direction,  had  also  l^been  resumed.*' 

The  Meemt  Inquiry  into  this  charity  was  merely  a  recapitU' 
lation  of  the  foregoing  {Nurticulars. 

The  present  trastees  are  James  Beddoe,  Baport  Adams, 
Joseph  Wood,  P.  P,  Pratt,  C.  P.  Ootteiill,  J.  B.  Adams, 
J.  H.  Cttrtis,  E.  E.  Stanley,  Arthur  Adams,  Howard  Fletcher, 
P.  A.  Edwards,  W.  Harrison,  Frederick  Thurstan,  and  H.  Brace. 

Charity  of  Henry  Stone  the  younqbr. 
This  charity  is  a  rent-cliargo  of  £5  yearly  upon  certain 
premises  at  Castle  Bromwich^  in  Warwickshire,  and  Yardley, 
in  Worcestershire,  from  which  a  part  of  the  annoi^  giyen  by 
Henry  Stone  the  elder,  is  also  paid.    The  premises  were  con- 
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veyed  by  deed,  bearing  date  5th  March,  1777,  expressly  charged 
with  the  aforesaid  paymeot,  to  be  employed  in  buying,  making, 
and  providing  five  coats  and  five  gowns,  of  serviceable  cloth^ 
for  as  many  poor  men  and  women  of  the  borough  of  Walsall; 
same  to  be  delivered  to  ihem  on  the  25th  December,  yearly. 

It  appeared  that  since  the  decease  of  Mr.  Jacob  Smitb,  in 
1801,  this  charity  had  been  disposed  of  in  connection  with  that 
of  Henry  Stone  the  elder. 

Nicholas  Parker*^  CiiAKixy. 

By  an  inquisition  taken  at  Cannock  on  the  5t]i  September, 
22nd  Charles  II.  (1671),  under  a  commission  of  charitable  uses, 
it  was  found  that  Nicholas  Parker,  by  his  will  dated  25th 
March,  1627,  devised  to  his  kinsman,  Nicholas  Parker,  certain 
lands  in  Blozwich,  Rushall,  and  Aldridge,  directing  that  M 
shocdd  be  annually  paid  for  ever,  ont  of  the  said  lands,  as 
foUows To  the  poor  of  Bushall,  £1 ;  towards  repairing  the 
parish  chnrch  of  WalsaU,  £2 ;  to  the  poor  in  the  hamlets  of 
€hreat  Bloxwich,  £1;  such  sums  to  be  paid  severally  to  the 
minister  and  chnrchwardens  of  the  said  places.  It  appeared, 
however,  that  one  of  the  gifts,  viz.,  the  £2  left  for  repairing 
the  church,  had  been  withheld  by  the  devisee  since  Jan.,  1651. 

According  to  the  Chmmission  of  Inquinj,  in  1828,  the  bene- 
faction to  the  poor  was  recorded  on  an  old  tablet,  upon  which 
was  also  the  following : —  \ 

"Kioliolas  Parker,  by  bia  wiU,  gave  40s.  ycarely  towwds  the  repair  of  the 
IMiiah  ohorohe  of  Walaall— to  ease  IJie  poor  inhiihltantH  of  their  lercTB— oniof 
land  called  Peaken,  which  Mr.  Have  has  upon  oondioioiia." 

Daring  the  Recent  Inqu  iry  ( 1 855),  nothing  farther  transpired 
with  reference  to  this  particalar  charity,  but  it  was  stated  that 
under  the  will  of  John  S.  Nicholas  Parker,  a  sum  of  £16  lOs. 
bequeathed  to  certain  schools,  &c.,  in  the  town,  had  been  lost 
fur  some  time.  The  inspector,  however,  was  inclined  to  think 
that  this  charity  was  recoverable. 

Whkatx's  Ce&sitt. 
William  "Wheate,  of  the  cily  of  Coventry,  by  will  (date 
unknown],  gave  and  devised  to  the  then  "Mayor  and  his 
brethren  "  the  sum  of  £20,  to  buy  land,  the  rent  whereof  to  be 
given  for  preaching  four  sermons  yearly  in  Walsall  chnrch,  vis.. 
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on  Tuesday  in  Easter  week,  and  on  Tuesday  in  Whitsnn  week, 
on  Saint  Jokn  tke  Baptist's  day,  and  on  tke  Feast  of  tiia 
CircnmciBion. 

By  indenture  dated  18th  September,  16th  James  I.,  one 
John  Clarkson,  in  consideration  of  said  sum  of  £20,  enfeoffed 
and  confirmed  to  the  then  mayor  and  others  a  close  in  Wood- 
end,  to  hold  the  same  upon  the  trusts,  declared  by  the  last  will 
of  the  said  William  AVlieate.  This  close  was  subsequently 
divided  into  two,  containing  together  2a.  3r.  23i'. 

In  the  Comrnissiijnerif'  lieport  of  1823,  it  is  stated  that  this 
land  then  produced  a  rental  of  £8  vearly,  which  the  vicar  for 
the  time  being  received.  It  appeared,  however,  on  the  Be/xni 
Inqmry,  that  nothing  had  been  paid  from  this  chanty  for  some 
years.   The  case  was  submitted  for  further  investigation. 

Cubist's  Charity. 

By  indenture  dated  13th,  April,  16th  James  it  is  wit- 
nessed that  Ellen  Curteys,  in  performance  of  part  of  the  will 
of  her  late  husband^  John  Cnrteys,  gave  an  annuity,  or  rent 
charge,  of  £1  6s.  8d.^  issuing  out  of  two  meadows  in  Caldmore^ 
called  "  Swager's  Meadow,"  and  ''Bnshby  Meadow,"  the  same 
to  be  distributed  by  the  vicar  of  Walsall  for  the  time  being, 
amongst  poor  inhabitants  of  the  borough,  on  Good  1  riday  and 
Christmas-eve,  respectively. 

The  premises  called  "  Swager^s  Meadow,"  together  with 
anotlier  called  "  Long  Meadow,"  were  conveyed  by  indenture 
dated  4th  September,  1 783,  to  one  Edward  Elwell,  free  from 
all  incumbrances,  except  the  yearly  sum  of  13s.  4d.,  issuing 
out  of,  and  chargeable  upon,  the  said  premises,  and  payable  to 
or  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  of  Walsall  for  ever. 

The  Commissioners,  in  their  Inquiry  of  1823,  could  find  no 
land  answering  the  description  of  Bushby  Meadow.  They 
thought  it  was  not  improbable  that  there  may  have  been  for* 
merly  a  diyision  in  the  property,  and  that  by  a  private  agree- 
ment the  rent-charge  was  also  divided  between  the  owners  of 
Swager's  Meadow  and  of  Bushby  Meadow.  There  could  be 
no  doubt,  however,  that  the  former  must  be  responsible  for  the 
whole,  until  it  could  be  disooTered  where  Bushby  Meadow 
was  situated. 
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In  the  Recent  Inquiry  (1855),  no  farther  diaooTery  w&s  madcj 
with  reference  to  this  land.  The  Inspector  recommended  that 
the  case  be  submitted  to  the  Attomej-General. 

Bbidgbt  Mills's  Crabitt. 

Bridget  Mills,  widow,  by  will  dated  20th  September,  1751, 
directed  thai  ii  sum  of  £100  tjliuiiid  be  placed  out  at  interest, 
during  the  lives  of  her  nieces  Bridget  Hopkiiis  aud  Surah 
Wright,  to  whom  she  bequeathed  the  interest  during  their  lives. 
The«aaid  suui  of  £100  to  be  paid  after  theirdecea.se  U>  the  vicnr 
and  ehurcliwardens  of  the  parish  church  of  Walsall  for  the  timo 
being,  upon  trust,  to  be  by  them  disposed  of  so  as  to  secure  a 
yearly  interest,  not  lessening  the  principal,  but  making  the 
best  advantage  thereof;  and  upon  further  trust,  to  pay  and  dis- 
tribute all  such  yearly  interest  on  every  Christmas-day  in  such 
proportions  as  they  should  think  proper,  amongst  one  hundred 
poor  people  of  the  borough  of  WalsaU,  whom  the  said  vicar 
and  churchwardens  should  think  the  fittest  olgecto  of  charity. 

It  appeared  by  the  BecetU  Inquvry,  that  the  principal  so 
invested  had  within  a  late  period  been  received  by  the  trustees^ 
and  placed  in  the  WalsaU  Branch  of  the  Birmingham  Banking 
Company.^ 

EiHo's  CHABrnr. 
By  an  estract  of  will,  without  date  (which  is  the  only 
account  obtainable  with  respect  to  this  charity),  William  King 
bequeathed  to  his  wife  Margaret,  his  three  days'  work  of  land 
in  Long  GockstaUSj  for  her  life,  and  after  Ihbf  decease  to  be 
given  to  his  poor  neighbours  of  Great  Bloxwich,  for  ever." 
And  ho  made  the  minister  and  churchwardens  overseers  of 
his  will. 

This  land  lies  in  Great  Bloxwich,  and,  according  to  the  map 
survey  of  the  foreign,  contains  2a.  Sb.  23p.  It  is  numbered 
on  the  map,  743.  At  the  time  of  the  Charitable  Connnissioiif 
in  1823,  it  waa  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Bonny,  by 
whom  it  was  underlet  to  one  John  Wilks. 

From  Mrs,  Bunny's  evidence  on  this  occasion,  it  appeared 
that  Mary  Daniel,  her  aimt,  held  Long  Cockstalls  "  for  her 
life,  and  that  she  first  came  in  possession  of  same  by  renting  it 
of  a  person  in  Bloxwich.   She  had  been  dead  many  yeaira,  ancl 
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was  between  seventy  and  eighty  when  she  died.  Upon  her 
death,  Mn.  Bnimy  came  to  the  property^  her  aunt  having  left 
it  to  her  by  her  vHIl.  No  will,  however,  conld  be  fonnd,  nor 
did  it  appear  that  snch  had  ever  been  acted  upon.  The  rent  at 
this  time  was  £4  per  annum,  and  had  been  a  short  time 
previous,  £5. 

It  was  said,  that  Mrs.  Bunny  and  her  former  husband  had 
laid  out  a  great  deal  of  money  in  improving  the  land. 

WtaeM  also  deposed  thst  dnring  the  time  she  hMai 

the  property  she  had  given  away  to  the  poor  of  Bloxwicn,  at 
difierciit  periods  of  the  year,  small  sums,  seldom  exceeding  a 
shilling  at  a  time,  amounting  in  all  to  about  £2  per  annum. 
That  her  aunt  had  told  her  previous  to  her  death,  if  she 
(witness)  would  continue  the  dole — which,  by  Mr.  King's  will, 
amounted  to  32s., — it  was  all  that  would  be  required  of  her. 
Her  aunt  had  usually  given  away  that  amount  in  the  month  of 
August;  but  she  (witness)  had  not  confined  the  distribution  to 
328.,  having  often  gfiven  as  much  as  £2. 

In  the  Recent  Inquiry j  the  following  important  facts  were 
elicited : — That  tliis  land  was,  after  the  death  of  Peter  Bunny, 
(who  died  in  Blozwich  poor  house)  in  the  hands  of  John 
Hough,  who  sold  the  possession  to  the  late  William  Gotterill, 
town  clerk.  That  he  worked  the  mines,  and  afterwards  sold 
the  property  to  Kr.  McBride,  who  still  works  the  mines,  but 
pays  no  dole. 

The  Inspector  affirmed  that  the  mivre  estats  belonged  to 
the  charity,  and  said  the  case  would  at  once  be  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  Attorney- General  for  recovery. 

Anonimods  Chabitt. 
(rent  charges  on  Jones's  ?abm,  little  bloxwich.) 
By  the  Charitahle  IfiiqwMion  in  1823,  it  appeared  that  there 
was  a  rent-charge  on  a  farm  at  Little  Bloxwich,  belonging  to 
Mr.  Whitmore  Jonee,  of  the  sum  of  £2  lis.  yearly,  for  the  use 
of  the  poor  of  ihe  foreign  of  Walsall.  The  origin  of  this  pay- 
ment could  not  be  discovered.  The  title  deeds  of  Mr.  Jones 
made  no  mention  of  it,  at  least  since  1779,  when  the  property 
was  purchased  fh>m  Mr.  Bobert  Barnard.  This  dole  had  been 
regularly  received,  and  given  away  to  tiie  poor  of  the  foreign. 
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with  other  doles,  till  about  1820.  The  Commissioners  state,  in 
their  report,  that  this  non-payment  arose  from  a  dispute  between 
the  landlord  and  tenant,  as  to  which  of  them  should  pay  this 
rent-charge.  If  the  vestry  clerk  did  not  soon  obtain  payment 
from  one  or  the  other,  thej  thought  it  would  be  advisable  to 
take  measQtes  for  the  enforcing  of  the  same. 

On  the  Beceni  Inquiry,  nothing  ftuiher  was  elicited,  than 
that  the  present  owner  of  the  land  was  Mr.  William  Jones,  and 
that  the  tenant's  name  was  Charles  Beech. 

The  Inspector  submitted  the  case  for  further  investigation. 

Whateley's  Charity, 

Heniy  Whatelcy,  by  will  dated  2l8t  August,  1799,  gave  to 
the  vicar  of  Walsall,  and  two  chapelwardens  of  the  foreign, 
for  the  time  being,  the  clear  yearly  sum  of  £6,  charged  upon 
two  pieces  of  land,  called  "  Coalpool  Land,''  (between  nine  and 
ten  acres)  upon  trust,  to  give  on  St.  Thomas's-day  £4  4b, 
among  such  old  and  infirm  itarishioners  in  the  foreign  of 
Walsall  who  should  not  receive  pay  from  the  overseers  of  the 
pour;  and  on  farther  trust,  to  pay  the  officiating  curate  of 
Bloxwich  £1  Is.  for  preaching  a  sermon  in  Bloxwich  chapel, 
yearly,  on  St.  Thomas's-day.  The  remaining  los.  to  bo  ex- 
pended hy  the  said  viear  and  eliapel wardens  iu  regaling  them- 
selves after  such  distribution. 

Tt  appeared  that  the  laud  coutii.sted  of  two  cloica,  iiumberiug 
respectively  •'>SS  and  589  on  the  map  of  the  foreign,  and  con- 
taining together  b\.  -Ui.  2\v.,  and  that  a  great  difficulty 
existed  in  complying  strietly  with  the  donor's  directions,  from 
the  circumstance  that  while  he  lived  he  gave  away  a  similar 
sum  of  money  himself,  without  regard  to  the  restriction  men- 
tioned in  his  will,  and  it  had  been  since  found  difficult  to  alter 
the  course  of  distribution. 

RoBmsoK's  Charity. 

By  willj  dated  17tli  January,  1718,  Richard  Kobinson,  of 
Bushbury,  gave  and  devised  out  of  the  cottage  and  tenements 
situate  at  Essington  Wood,  and  also  six  little  crofts  adjacent 
thereto  (all  which  he  held  in  consideration  of  a  payment  of  iU^O, 
under  Uenxy  Vernon,  Esq.,  for  the  term  of  1000  years,  fiom 

30 


Digitized  by  Google 


422 


WiXaALL  OHABITIIS. 


15th  August,  1713),  to  the  poor  of  (xreat  and  Little  Bloxwich, 
fortij  shillings  yearly,  to  be  distributed  on  St.  Thomas's-day 
and  Good  Friday ;  and  i^so  the  like  sum  of  forty  ahillingt  to 
the  poop  of  Essington,  on  the  same  days  above-named.  The 
distiibation  to  be  by  the  order  and  discretion  of  the  chnrch- 
wardens  of  Great  and  Little  Bloxwich,  and  the  overseers  of  the 
poor.  And  he  further  gave  to  his  nephew^  Samuel^  after  his 
wife's  decease,  iwenttf  shillings,  to  be  paid  yearly,  during  his 
life,  out  of  said  cottage  and  premises. 

A  copy  of  Bichard  Eobinson's  will,  which  had  since  been 
discovered  at  Lichfield,  was  prodnoed  daring  the  Recent  Inqu  iry, 
and  the  Lispector  advised  that  the  case  should  be  submitted  to 
the  Attorney-General. 

Molesley's  Dole. 

(a  very  ANCIKNT  AND  SINGULAR  CHARITY.) 

There  are  various  traditions  respecting  the  origin  of  this 
dole:  one  is,  that  a  gentleman  named  Thomjus  ^Nlolseley,  while 
.once  riding  tlirougli  Walsall  on  Twelfth-eve,  heard  a  child  cry 
for  bread,  and  resolving  that  the  Hku  slioiild  never  again  hap- 
pen, settled  upon  the  town  his  manor  of  Bascotte,  in  Warwick- 
shire, to  provide  annually  one  penny  loaf  for  every  indiWdual 
within  the  libertdea  of  the  parish,  the  same  to  be  distributed  on 
Twelfth-eve  for  ever. 

Dr.  Plot,  in  his  History  of  Staffordshire,  affirms  that  one 
Thomas  Molesley,  by  deed  of  feoffment,  dated  30th  Henry  VI., 
granted  his  manor  of  Basootto  for  performing  annually  an  obit 
for  the  souls  of  himself  and  his  wife  Margaret,  in  the  chnrch  of 
Walsall,  and  in  the  abbey  of  Halesowen. 

The  deed  specifies  that  the  remainder  of  his  lands  and  tene- 
ments were  granted  to  the  town  of  Walsall,  but  no  mention  is 
made  of  any  dole.  Whether  the  town  originally  paid  the  dole 
out  of  theur  portion  of  the  rents  is  uncertain ;  but  the  first  inti- 
mation  of  the  custom  is  in  S6th  Henry  8th  (1 539),  when,  **  on 
the  evening  of  the  Twelfth-eve,  the  bellmau  summoned  the 
people  to  repair  to  the  church,  to  pray  for  the  souls  of  Thomas 
Moleslt^v  and  Margaret  his  ^vife/'  A  dole  was  given  at  this 
time,  and  k,l  10s.  9d.  discharged  the  demand.* 

*  Plot's  Hiatdty  of  Stailbvdilura,  e  8,  aec  89  aod  84. 
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The  first  trace  of  it  in  the  documentB  of  the  corporation 
appears  in  1632^  when  the  amoant  paid  away  was  £14  9s.  4d« 
The  distribution  went  on  gradually  increaamg,  till  1799^  when 
it  amoanted  to  £60^  at  which  Bnm^  or  thereabontBy  it  continaed 
for  some  years.  * 

At  the  Beformation  the  costom  was  deemed  saperstitions, 
and  tiie  lands  were  seized  by  the  Grown^  where  they  lay  till 
28th  of  Queen  Elizabeth.  Plot  observes  the  town  rented 
them^  and  so  ooptiniied  the  dole/' 

Sir  William  Dagdale  gives  a  different  account  of  this  giB*. 
His  version  is, 

"  One  Thomas  Koiedey,  of  Moxhull,  in  the  ooimty  of  Warwick,  lord  of  the 
manor  dBiMxittei  gave  flame  on  tnut,  a.d.  1452,  to  "Vniliam  I^le  and  WQliam 
UaegotiaiidtlNirhdn,fortheii8eortiioto«norWa]^  Iheaameantiior 
traoea  down  the  saooeasiozL  of  these  ettatea  &om  the  oonqnest  till  the  year  1325, 

when  it  escheated  to  the  lung,  by  tho  attainder  of  Peter  dc  Limeflay«  who  was  in 
the  rebellion  with  tiie  £axl  of  Lancaster,  after  which  it  came  into  poaaession  of 
Sir  Bnlph  Rochford,  Knight,  from  whom  it  passed,  in  1403,  to  Thomas  Scyvil, 
and  in  li30,  Johu  Lee.  of  Warwick,  convercd  sanv  to  Tfiomas  Moleslcy.  He 
also  observes,  "  John  Lyle,  sou  of  William  Ly!r,  to  wiiom  tlicsc  estates  descended 
in  trust,  for  the  use  of  the  town  of  Waisail,  mste<ul  of  applying  the  produce 
thereof  to  such  purpose,  denied  thai  ihc  property  wjis  in  trust,  and  pretended  that 
it  was  his  own  inheritance.  The  inhabitants  of  \Vah>all,  howeyer,  went  to  Mox- 
hoU,  and  drove  sway  his  cattle^  vbich  oqjiutiiiable  act  he  did  not  leaeat.  beeanae 
bewaaliabletobeliroughttoaocxmtfortluB  troat  e  Aanit 
waa  eommeneed  by  the  town  agamat  the  aaid  John  1>yle»  iuD.  1516,  thereadiof 
which  that  the  eatatea  wore  adiods^  to  Biohaid  Hont  and  John  l*oid,  for 
the  use  of  the  town. 

In  1726^  a  0(»nplaint  was  laid  before  a  charity  commission^ 
against  the  corporation  of  Walsall,  with  respect  to  this  dole.  It 
was  then  dechued,  that  the  lands  belonged  to  the  corporation^ 
and  thai  the  dole  was  only  costOmaij^  and  might  be  either  con- 
tinued or  omitted  as  that  body  plesaed. 

About  the  year  1770,  an  attempt  was  made  to  withhold  the 
payment,  bnt  an  enraged  populace  damoroiifily  forced  its  con- 
tiniiance.| 

The  following  statistical  argument  against  the  daim  of  the 
corporation  to  these  estates,  and  in  fayonr  of  the  parish,  appears 

♦  Chnvit>  Conmiisiioners'  Beporr,  a.d.  1828,  p.  573. 

t  Dugdale's  Uistory  of  Warwickshire,  p.  347. 

t  Wilkca*  MS&  in  the  UniTenal  Magaaneibr  Jannaxy,  178a. 
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in  the  report  of  a  committee,  appointed  at  a  vestry  meeting,  in 
1804,  to  investigate  the  several  chui  iLios  : — 

"Tt  is  ob5<»rvable,  in  further  oonfirmation,  that  these  states  cannot  beloub^  to 
tke  ciii  poration,  th.it  the  donations  were  iu  the  30th  Henry  VI.  (1452),  and  26ih 
Elizabeth  (15^0 1,  und  in  the  corporation's  first  charter  was  not  granted  till  the 
Sid  ChwleB  I.  (1628),  and  the  noond  oluarter,  coaSamag  the  M,  in  the  13Ui 
Charles  IL  (1666);  so  thst  the  origiiHl  gift  of  these  ertatei  was  made  176  years 
prams.  The  grant  of  Qnecn  Elisabeth  to  Gxaddock  and  Shav,  in  1686,  was 
48  jesKS  before  the  fiist»  and  76  jean  before  the  last  charter,  and  no  estates  are 
tbetein  mentibned;  but,  on  the  coiiti  irj,  the  corporatioB^re  restrained,  bv  an 
espress  clause,  not  to  be  pc^sessed  of  more  than  £20  per  annum.  It  is,  therefore^ 
very  eoi  tain  to  conclude  that  the  estates  belonged  to  the  town  long  before  the 
corporation  pxi  fed,  and  if  that  body  had  been  possessed  of  any  estates,  they 
would,  of  course,  have  been  included  in  the  charities."* 

According  to  a  publication  by  Joseph  CotteriU,  in  1818,  tlie 
lands  belonging  to  these  estates  comprised  no  less  than  612a. 
3b.  24p.,  exclusive  of  a  meadow  formerly  called  Styrch  meadow^ 
and  land  at  Semelej^  Knapton-on-the-  Hill,  &c.,  the  measore- 
ment  and  situation  of  wbich  could  not  be  defined. 

Beeuit  Inqmff  (1866). 
Mr.  Josqph  Graen  Jssaes  oslled  the  attentkm  of  the  bupeofeor  to  this  estate^ 
whidi  had  hitherto  been  held  by  the  ooxpoiatioD.  and  its  rental  added  to  the 

corporate  fnads. 

The  Mayor  remarked  that  every  year  up  (o  IS 25,  a  penny  was  paid  to  ^eh 
inhabitant  of  Walsall  and  Rushall,  and  ho  remembered  that  when  he  was  a  b^y 
the  day  of  ilb  distribution  w;is  a  great  day  amon^  the  juveniles,  ant!  dealers  m 
swectuH-ats.  A  man  went  round  with  a  bag  of  copper,  and  having  ascertained 
the  number  of  i)crsons  in  each  house,  left  as  many  pence.  The  charity  commis* 
sionetii  naturally  considered  that  this  iitode  of  expending  a  part  of  the  fuudfl  of 
the  estate  a  very  useless  one^  and  recommended  that  the  corporation  ahonid 
devise  some  other  method  of  expcnditiire,  more  tmiy  of  a  diaiitable  natnie.  In 
oonaeqneneo  of  that  reoomnoendatimi,  in  1826,  the  ooiporaUon  erected  deven 
ahnshoDses^  for  necessitons  widows,  one  for  RushaQ,  five  for  the  foreign  of  Wal- 
sall, and  five  for  the  borongh.  Each  of  the  occupants  received  8s.  per  weck» 
which  was  paid  out  of  the  general  borou;rh  funds. 

It  was  further  stated  that  the  rent  of  the  Biiscotte  estate,  in  connection  with 
whicli  tin's  "Moleslcy's  Dole"  was  paid  Ix'fore  the  erection  of  the  almshouses, 
amounted  to  £236  5s.,  more  than  thrice  as  much  as  tiic  expenditure  on  the 
almshouses.  The  former  charity  commissioners  had  considered  the  quf^tion 
whether  this  estst«  was  properly  vested  in  the  corporation,  or  whether  it  ought 
entirely  to  be  devoted  to  charitable  uses,  snd  they  eame  to  the  conclusion  that  the 

•  Kepoi't  of  I'ai  i»h  t.  omHiitUf*',  p.  M. 
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dole  was  a  voluutar>-  payment  on  the  part  of  the  corporation,  and  that  the  estate 
always  appeared  to  have  been  corporate  property. 

Mr.  James  contended  that  the  property  ov^sht  to  be  entireijr  devoted  to 

charitable  purposes,  and  said  that  be  was  prepared  to  produce  evidence  in  support 
of  that  view.  A  jury,  iu  1720,  hatl  found  that  the  estate  was  chargeable  with  the 
repair  of  a  bridge  over  the  Tauie,  which  m  as  a  charitable  use.  He  hoped  the 
Inspector  would  not  oousider  lumself  bound  by  tbe  report  of  the  former 
couuuissioners. 

Tu  tiic  course  of  conversation  it  tmnspircd  that  Mr.  Blunt,  then  an  eminent 
baiTistcr,  had  been  consulted  by  Mr.  James,  with  respect  to  this  question.  The 
Inspector  asked  to  see  the  opinion  he  hud  given,  and  it  was  iuund  to  be  in  favour 
of  the  corporation;  but  Mr.  James  said  that  he  had  since  discovered  stronger 
evidenee  on  the  other  aide. 

The  Mayor  and  Town  Clerk  bolii  expressed  opinion.s  contrary  to  that  of  Mr. 
James,  the  former  quoting  from  an  old  document,  a  statement  to  the  elTcct  that 
this  property,  being  left  to  the  corporation,  they,  in  gratitude  to  the  donor,  gave 
Uie  dole  to  att  who  vould*  on  t  certain  day,  pray  for  his  sod.  One  old  report 
dated  1659»  stated  that  the  estate  oonUI  be  traced  from  the  oonqoest 

The  Inspector,  having  gone  carefully  over  the  doonmentary  evidence,  appound 
indmed  to  think  that  the  whole  estate  onght  to  be  appropriated  to  purposes  of  a 
strictly  charitahks  natoie. 

The  Mayor  said  he  believed  if  the  barongh  wen  polled,  nine  hundred  and 
ninety-nine  out  out  of  every  thousand  would  vote  tat  its  remsining  as  it  did  at 
praent;  amcte  nsefnl  spprcqpniation,  he  dnogfatj  it  would  be  difflcolt  to  find. 

The  Inspector  observed,  that  no  doubt  a  floniiriiing  place  like  WslssU  would 
be  paved  and  lighted  without  any  benefactionsi  and  if  tiiis  estate  was  intended  for 
charitable  purposes^  it  should  be  so  devoted.  He  miimated  that  no  advantage 
wouU  be  obtained  by  going  back  beyond  the  grant  firom  the  Crown,  in  the  reign 
of  EUsabeth. 

Mr,  Wilkinson,  in  reply  to  a  question  by  the  Inspector,  sud  thst  tiie  payment 
of  one  penny  to  persons  of  every  daas  could  hardly  be  considered  a  charitable 

use,  but  that  the  jury,  in  1726,  had  found  that  the  estate  was  liable  for  the  repair 
of  a  Inidgcv  over  the  Tame^  which  waa  legally  a  charitable  purpose^ 

Mr.  Btnbbs  observed  that  this  finding  was  a  mistake.  The  Bascotte  estate^ 
whicli  w:is  in  Warwickshire  had  no  connection  with  the  repair  of  the  bridge.  A 
ineoe  of  land  adjoining  was  made  over  to  the  corporation,  on  condition  of  their 
keeping  this  bridge  in  repair,  but  this  was  entirely  distinct  from  the  Bascotte 
estate.  On  searching  the  corporate  chesty  &  deed  was  fonnd  which  ^tablished 
this. 

The  Inspector  expressed  bis  surprise  that  an  answer  to  that  otgectioa,  which 
i^Jeared  so  satisfactory,  was  never  before  given. 
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CsABmis  OF  Thomas  Wollaston,  John  Wollaston,  axj> 

John  Wollaston  Juniob. 

In  an  aoooimt  of  the  charitiea  of  Walsall^  oompilecl  in 
year  1729^  by  Samuel  Graddock,  it  ia  stated : — 

"Ur.  Thomas  WoUaston,  appointed  his  vUl,  thai  bb  son  and  hdts  alioiiU, 
jeariy,  disfaibate  the  rent  of  a  email  haaat,  on  tiw  aide  of  the  hiU,  near  the 
ehnrdbjard  (the  lord's  rent  of  one  shilling  being  dednoted),  as  followeth,  viz 
to  the  fonr  poor  people  of  the  almshouse  2s.,  on  the  eve  of  our  Sanour's  Nativity  ; 
and  the  residue  to  such  poor  infaabitanta  of  the  borangh  aa  th^  should  think  Qt, 
on  Good  Fridny,  for  over. 

"He  furtlier  api>omted  that  the  rent  of  lOs.  a-year,  arising  from  a  cxjttage  at 
the  Towiv's-eud,  during  a  lease  of  99  years,  should  be  distributed  to  thirijr 
poor  widows  of  the  borough,  ou  the  feast  day  of  St.  John  the  Baptist. 

**It  uko  appeared,  by  a  table  of  benefactions  in  the  church,  that  Mr.  John 
WoUaston^  by  his  will,  aftenrards  oonfinusd  the  above  bequests ;  und  appointed, 
in  addition,  that  lus  heink  for  ever,  should  maintain  and  keq^  in  xepair  a  house  in 
Hall  Lane^  and  allov  some  poor  body  to  dwell  thenan  rent  firee. 

"There  is  no  date  to  tins  bequest,  but  as  the  entry  is  in  the  body  of  the  tables 
and  a  notice  immediately  follows  of  a  donation  in  16i8,  i^-  is  probable  that  this 
John  WoUaston  was  the  son  of  Thomas  WoUaston  aforesaid,  ai^  the  father  of 
the  Jolm  Wolliisiou,  whose  will  is  neit  given,  sod  which  seems  to  teoognise  the 
two  several  wills  and  bccjucsts  above-named. 

"John  Woliaston,  of  Walsall,  by  will,  dated  3rd  October,  inro,  -ave  to  his 
dana-litcr  Beatrice,  her  heirs  and  assigns,  a  little  crofl  failed  'iiottrel  Croft;'  a 
mutduw-pieoe  in  Wisemore  Fields;  and  a  close  called  Moue  Pit  Leasow,'  The 
said  Beatrice  to  pay  upon  every  Good  Friday,  to  tlic  poor  of  Walsall  borough, 
for  ever,  the  sum  of  aooording  to  the  devise  of  Micfaad  Shawe^  deceased,  as 
well  as  the  other  beqneats. 

"He  further  gave  thereat  of  his  house,  ia  WalaaU,  in  the  tenure  of  Edward 
Spink,  to  be  yearly  distributed  to  the  poor  of  the  bocongh,  on  Good  Fdday,  at 
the  disoietiom  of  his  beiis." 

The  Commisaioners,  in  their  Keport  of  1823^  obaerre : — 
"The  sum  of  40e.,  diarged  by  Michael  8hawe^  as  stated  in  the  first  part  of 
this  wiU,  is  regularly  paid.   We  cammt,  however,  traoe  any  other  property 

derivable  from  Thomas  Wollaston,  or  either  of  the  John  Wollastous. 

"The  parish  committee,  in  18M,  found  that  John  Wollaston,  by  will,  gave  a 

house  in  TTall  Lane  to  the  poor,  which  they  state  to  be  then  oconped  by  Robert 
ClifltoD,  at  £4  Is.  per  annum.  And  they  further  fonnd  that  he  trave  the  rent  of 
a  house  in  the  churchyard  to  the  poor  of  the  almshouse,  which  honsc  they 
believed  to  be  then  occupied  by  one  Sarah  Bii  t.  Tlie  commiH^c  appear  to  have 
taken  into  consideraliou  only  the  will  of  the  lir.''t  John  \\'oll:i.'>toa,  as  recordet^on 
the  table  of  benefactions ;  or,  perhaps  they  may  have  considered  the  two  iuscrip* 
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tions  as  relatins:  to  cue  and  the  same  tisstator.  However  this  may  be,  we  eoncdve 
tliat  they  uiistake  in  supposing  that  tbe  house  in  li.'ill  Lane  was  ^'ivcii  by  cither 
of  the  John  WoUastons.  It  appears  to  ua  that  this  property  was  dcri\  cd  irom 
Blfuush  WoUiMton,  viddv  of  the  last  Jolm  Woikston,  tiia  lents  bdng  oacried 
legalarljr  to  the  aocoont  of  her  charity." 

In  the  lUcent  Inquinj,  the  Inspector  ^ave  his  t*pinion,  with 
respect  to  these  charities,  thus  : — T  not  liiul  that  fiiiy  sums 
are  received  on  account  of  these  charities,  and  the  property,  if 
any,  is  comprised  in  the  estate  of  Blanch  WoUaston." 


SUMMAEX  OJP  TH£  CEARITIES. 


TO  TUt  i'AlilSH  OF  WALSALL. 


Income  in  IHW. 


Bloc  Coat  8cho«i...  . . . 


B«i.tom'«,Jobx  li  Aucb 

School 
Fut  OiAMKA*  School 

FiMn.IT   

GonwAY'fl,  Thomad  . . 
Habpbb's,  John,  Alms- 
■0008S 

Hfcira.x'>loHii   

M0I.BtI.Sft  DOLB  

OBOUIISTf  OB  HaBRIS' 

Oirr  or  £^ 

Pabkl- It's,  Jolts  

PaBJUB'S,  NlGSOUiS.... 


Pabbbb*!,  Bobsbt...... 

PeRSERoutR's,  Jonx^. . 
Psbsbboosb'b,  Hcmpu. 
SroKB'a,  Hbb»t  (tab 

WBBATR'a,  William  .... 


X  s.  d. 

InterMt  on  JtOO,  l«fk  1»7  Jolm  Whlttinghlini  10  0  0 

T.aiul  ueiu- DiiilUy,  Ifft  by  Jiiliii  Taylor    ..*•...•••..•«..     4  4 

latetMt  on  £300*  left  by  Mn.  Crump,  in  1810   

IhtBrMt  on  J900,l«ft  br  Vn.  Ourleya,  in  IMtf  

Interest  on        giron  by  Mr.  F.  B.  Oortoo,  in  ISM 

Bant-ehargo  on  Unda  o«Ued  "  Pitiy  Hooeo,"  of   0  10 

I^nd  «t  tlie  WlndfliUl  •  »  ..*«  19  0 

InewMed  dnooto  JMh 
Bottte*  Rnd  Uonofo   778  3 

Increased  since  to  X873. 

Estates  .«*•••*.   *6  0 

Rrnt-cliarpp  on  lands,  in  Busball  ami  Urom--. i  ,  '  ....  S  0 
i::j.Ute»'   42  15 


U 


Ront-rliar>fp  on  lands,  calleil  Mole fti-lils,  of   5  0  0 

Query  whether  the  whole  rents  was  not  applicable  to  the  charity. 

FonaeilT  **Th«  Fenny  Dolo,'*  now  eotpontloa  dnw- 
lioiis('M,  priist-rit  annual  chnrpf  Xfi?  lis. 

Lo«t  by  suit  in  Chancery.  £This  property  when  sold  was 
not  onoQgfi  to  poy  the  oosta  I ! !} 

Bdit-charK'T  out  of  I-nngthornf ,  in  Yorlishire  

Bent-charge  oat  of  land  at  Little  Bloxwioh, messuage  in 
Bnalidl,  noaloir  In  Bndnll,  Lnd  in  AMiidfB,  BBd 
lands  in  Chapol  Field,  in  WoodlMUFtoU,lBdCfflin«]l 
Field,  in  Great  Blozwloh,  of   4  0 

IntnoRt  OB  £400,  to  Movduiii  TIriltt'B  Con^NHky    W  0 

Lost, 
yeurly.— Loot. 

Rent-charge  oat  of  Imdm  at  OhhIIr  Bvoonridi  mA 
Vaniles,  Coalpool*  Bkmrioh,  KiA  Lovar  FlHdula, 

Walsall   94  14 

Beat  of  two  oloeao  of  land,  at  FlT»XAD«ai>End,  mar 

  8  0 


10  0  0 
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TO  THE  BOBOUOU  OF  WALSALL. 

£  4. 

BSWTLtY  Hay   Income  from  lands,  iM.,aiB1ox«ich    SO  O  0 

CeWKfa,  JoBlf   Bent^harge  ont  of  SwifM^a  MMdow  and  Biuhby 

Meadow  *••••     16  0 

Dbk's  JOHK.....   IiiooD«of  Imd  at  Woodend,  callod  BlinRP  ^^cadow  . 9   0  0 

Qaery  I  the  whole  reat  i»  liaUa. 
Hi  N  tun's,  Bogek   Proportion  of  raote  fttm  sn  wtate  at  Biekanoota,  naar 

Staflbtd    tS  18  11 

H*yw'«,  OlCBLT   Bvnt  cbarffe  out  of  a  close  in  WolT»rbaaipU>a»  oalled 

CbapKl  Leosow.  of   O  10  O 

MlLLa'a^ BaiDOBT  ....    Interest  on  £100,  on  MoKgage  of  Tolls  of  tbe  seooild 

DiAtn<  t  i)f  WnUall  Turnpike  Roadfl{siDOe  paid  off*)....     A   0  0 
Syvkkk'Sj  William....   Chiith'>-<l  ou  freehold  bonaes  in  Hor«esboe-yard,  Saint 

Martin  H  Lane.  EdgbartOfi atwt.  BIllDlBgham,  belopg* 

iiif,'  to  Tlii>iijii*4  Eowpr   S    0  O 

8bawb  «,  Michael  ... .    iteuUcUarge  uu  laml  ai  Walsall Townsend of   9   0  0 

STows'a  BtcHABD  (OF  Bant4>baff»  ant  of  Parit  BiDok  Laaaow,>t  Baallay.  of . .    «  0  O 
Walsall). 

STOMB'S,    HKNKV   ITBE    UeiiUcllurb'e  of   i    0  0 

TooKoaa). 

Stosk'h.  RTCHAnn   (ok   Rent-charge  out  of  I'lUln-y  Greou  r^eonow,  now  b^'lonfrin^ 

CalOMORF.;.  to  Peter  Colterilljuf   0   6  H 

This  has  not  been  paid  for  many  yaara. 

\Vi  riTi  v 'd,  TnoMA"?   Rent  rhuru'.' liiit  of  Cow  L4'[i.-»ow,  in  Shelfiitld,  of   10  0 

Wullahton's,    Blanch   Inconiu  Iruui  huusas  and  land  (>i  10  0 

AiaeiB«ii»y>i  since  invaatad  iatba  Auids. 
WokLASTox's ,  Tttofi         Those  charities  beeaina  analgaiiMled  with  thatof  Blaneh 

JOBM  (IHK  ELDRH),  ASD  WoUaStOU's, 
JoHtt  ITBB  TOVK0BB) 

WiiiCO«.*a(  JoBB   BeDt.oharge  out  of  a  piece  of  land  In  OiHialon,  oaDad 

Badley  Gutter  Field, of  ...»  »   0  10  0 

8oM  In  IBM,  and  pradaea  inveatad. 

TO  THJE  FOBBIQN  OK  WALSALL. 

kmnwOiV   Rent-charge  out  of  a  Farm  at  little  Blexwkh,  balonglBC 

to  Whitmore  Jones,  of  S  11  q 

XTiro'a,WitUAM   Three  daya*  work  of  Land  In  Loof  Cookatalla,  Great 

Bloxwich     too 

Bold  by  tbe  Ute  William  Cotterill  to  Mr.  McBride. 
The  eatlvs  eatete  beIon«s  to  the  chartty. 

MOBU-w's,  Sami  kl  ....    £H-y'nr]\.    T  -st. 

Fauub»'s,  WiLLlAB....   ZoTestmeot  of  je400  to  Merobant Tailors' Company  ....   90  0  0 

FasuB't,  BoBBBT  ....  LandaatOteaitBloBvlahaadBaeingtoQWood   94  0  0 

Mine  Royalties  bartdwi 

BoBivaoM's^EicBABD  ..  Bent^hargo  of   9  0  0 

No  payment  haa  bean  made  for  many  yaaca. 

Bbdwark's,  WtLi-iAM..    Reut-cbaige  of  lOs.— LoHt. 

WBATBLSX'SfHBNBY  ..   ltent^;barge  out  of  two  pieces  of  laud.  ca]1e>I  "  Coal- 
pool  Land."  itf    6  0  0 
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Great  Babr  is  three  miles  from  Walsall,  and  situated  on  the 
declivity  of  the  lofty  Barr-beacon,  on  the  top  of  which  the 
Dniids  gave  notice  of  their  quarterly  sacrifices,  and  the  Saxons 
alarmed  the  people  on  any  invasion  of  the  Danes,  it  embraces 
4960  acres  of  land,  aiul  contuiD-  1 100  people. 

Barr  Hall  i^*  tlie  seat  of  the  Scntt  family;  in  the  garden  ts 
an  urn  of  statuary  marble  tu  the  memory  of  Miss  Mary 
Dolman,  whose  elegant  epitaph,  in  Latin,  inscribed  on  the 
pedestal,  is  from  the  pen  of  her  cousin,  the  celebrated  Shen- 
stono,  whose  hand  also  laid  out  the  beautiful  g^unds  on  this 
spot.  The  church  was  founded  by  a  Mrs.  Brorawich,  and  the 
six  bells  given  by  a  Mrs.  Whitby.  The  church  lands  consist 
of  6Ga.  and  1  7p.,  on  Barr  Common,  half  of  the  rent  of  whioh 
is  paid  to  the  clerk, 

Addtss's  F&sfi  School. 

In  the  Charity  ComminiooBnf  Eeport»  1883,  it  is  staled  that  *'Thomas  Addyea^ 
of  Great  Barr,  by  will,  dated  13th  October,  1799,  derised  to  his  braChers^  Joseph 

Addyes  and  Nicholas  Addyes,  and  their hein,  a  messuage,  \nth  the  apportenanoes, 
situate  at  Sneal's  Green,  in  Great  Barr,  with  the  bams,  staliks,  shop?,  gardens, 
orchards  and  premises  thoreto  belongnncr,  then  divided  into  several  dwellings ;  and 
a  close  or  pasture  of  gTounci,  then  divided  into  several  parts,  ealied  Pitt  fields, 
being  part  of  the  lands  and  premises  in  Great  Barr,  in  trnst,  to  perinit  a  school- 
master to  live  in  soiue  part  of  the  messuage,  and  instruct  13  i>oor  children  to 
read  English  weU,  and  to  vrite— euoh  efaildreii  to  be  oommated  fnm  time  to  time 
by  his  farotiien,  and  tiie  heir  of  the  survivor  of  them;  and  to  permit  the  sdiool- 
master  and  hia  soooesaors  to  let  the  maasnager  and  leoeiTe  the  renta  thereof  to 
his  own  nae— each  sohoolmaater  to  he  nominated  bf  hia  bntheia,  and  the  bcir  of 
the  survivor. 

3i> 
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OBIAT  BABB  FBBB  SCHOOLS. 


"Nicholas  Addycs,  of  Sntton  Coldfield,  one  of  the  brothers  of  the  above- 
mentioned  testator,  by  liis  will,  dated  6th  October,  1733,  directed,  that  the  rente 
and  profits  of  his  close  or  parcel  of  iand  lying  in  Grent  Bair,  called  Mill  Field, 
or  HUl  lieU,  should  be  fiur  e?er  theieslter  used  and  emgkvtd  as  a  further 
addition  and  enoonnigenient  to  the  school  founded  in  Gnat  Bair  bj  bis  bte 
brother,  Thomsa  AMj&,  to  be  disposed  of  in  the  same  manner  as  the  ofaaiity  of 
btt  brother. 

''By  iudentnres  (tf  lease  and  release,  dated  18ih  and  19th  Beceniber,  1794, 
between  Ann  Scott,  widow,  described  as  heir-at-law  of  Tliomas,  Nicholas,  and 
Joseph  Addyes,  of  the  onr>  part;  and  William  Scott  and  John  Scott,  of  Stour- 
brid.t,'c,  and  llie  Eev.  Jumes  Scolt,  of  Cradloy,  nephews  of  her  late  husband,  of 
*  the  ofh^i  lAirt ;  reciting  the  above-mentioned  wills,  and  that  Ann  Scott  tbonght 
the  puri>oscs  of  the  trust  might  be  better  answered  and  fulfilled  by  a  colleciive 
body  of  f  rusteos  in  succession,  than  by  permitting  tlie  trust  premises  to  reuiain 
solely  iu  herself  and  lier  heirs;  it  was  witnessed,  that  Ann  Scott  conveyed  to 
Willkm,  John,  and  JmMf  all  the  premises  m  the  vills.  mentioned,  to  the  nae  of 
herself  and  William,  John,  and  Jauea,  and  tbstr  hetrs,  npon  the  trasts  reqieettvdy 
declared  ooneeming  the  same  in  the  wOb. 

"And  further,  Ann  Soott^  hj  a  eodioil  to  her  irill,  dated  3rd  Deoember,  1807, 
bequeathed  to  William  Scott,  John  Soott»  end  Jsmes  Soot^  sa  tmatees  of  Addyes'a 
school  at  Great  Barr,  tlic  snm  of  £400,  in  trost,  to  place  ont  the  same  at  interest, 
and  apply  the  produce  thereof  annoaUy  to  clothe  the  13  boys  therein  educated. 

"The  property  taken  under  the  wiUof  Thomaa  Addyea,  consUtscf  a  dweUing- 
honae,  school  and  ont^bnildmgSk  occupied  by  the  maater,  and  two  tenementa 

adjoining:  one  of  which  has  been  conTcrted  uito  a  kitchen  for  the  master;  the 

other  is  let  by  the  master,  to  a  tenant  from  year  to  year ;  secondly,  of  a  meadow, 
lying  in  one  piece,  but  wliich  appears  to  ha?e  been  formerly  subdivided,  consisting 
of  about  five  acres :  a  close  ndjoinin*?  the  meadow,  called  the  S(iuitehy  Tield, 
consisting  of  about  four  acres,  and  a  small  plot  of  ground  adjoining  the  other, 
containing  abont  an  r  rrc  and  a  quarter.  These  several  parcels  form  the  Pitt 
Fields  given  by  Thoiaas  Addyes. 

"The  land  called  the  Mill  Field,  given  by  the  will  of  Nicholas  Addyes,  and 
which  couluiued  6a.  Iu.  19r.  was  exchanj?ed  under  the  powers  ul  ine  Act  of 
Parliament  of  35th  Geo.  III.,  for  inclosing  the  comuion  and  waste  lands  within 
the  manor  of  Great  Barr  and  Aldridge,  with  Mia.  Whitby,  one  of  the  ladies  of 
the  manor,  for  5iL.  1b.  16f .  part  of  an  old  mckieure  in  the  same  manor,  called  T/it4lq 


'*There  is  also  an  aUotment  of  &l  Sb.  1;.  whibh  was  act  oot  to  the  tmsteea  at 
the  time  of  the  inclosure,  in  satisfaction  of  the  common  rights  bftWnging  to 
the  whole  of  the  trust  property, 

"The  £400  left  by  Mrs.  8oott»  is  secured  on  nmortgsge  of  the  toOa  of  the 
Bromsgrore  turnpike  road,  at  an  intenat  of  £6  per  cent>  beiDg£80  a-yew. 


Hills. 
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"  The  schoolmaster  receives  the  whole  of  the  rents  of  the  land,  or  the  profits 

of  it,  and  for  this  educates  20  poor  boys  of  the  parish— the  number  of  13,  pre- 
scribed by  the  founder,  having  been  increased  to  20  many  years  ago  by  the 
trustees,  as  they  thought  the  improveracut  of  the  funds  sufficient  to  maintain 
that  increased  number.  The  master  makes  a  quarterly  return  of  the  children  in 
the  school  and  liie  candidates  for  vacaacies,  which  are  tilled  up  they  occur  from 
that  list." 

The  scholars  are  taught  reading,  and  arithmetic  ; 

they  find  fin  ir  (  wu  books  and  writiug  materials,  and  pay  Is. 
a-ycar  for  tirmg.  in  every  other  respect  the  instruction  is 
perfectly  gratuitous.  The  children  are  supplied  with  clothing, 
consisting  of  a  gown  of  brown  cloth,  a  cap  and  ooUar,  firom 
the  ftmd  provided^by^Hrs.  Scott. 

Girls*  School. 

A  school  for  girls  is  kept  by  a  schoolmistress,  in  a  house  in 
the  cbapel-yard,  towards  the  mamtenance  of  which  the  two 
annual  snms  following  are  applied : — 

1.  — A  ram  of  £9  88.  (itated  iatlw  retnins  under  the  Act  of  the  96  Geo.  m. 

(1786)  to  have  been  ^nven  hy  John  Soott)  is  paid  as  a  rent-charge  upon  a  farm  in 
Great  Barr,  called  Penfold  farm,  formerly  helonsing  to  Mr.  Hoo  (father  of  the 
late  Lady  Scott),  and  before  that  to  one  Jolm  Scott,  and  now  the  property,  in 
undivided  moieties,  of  Edward  Dolman  Soott,  £aq.  (the  aon  of  Sir  Joseph  Scott)« 

and  Edward  Thomas  Foley,  Esq. 

2.  — The  sum  of  £1 10s.  (stated  in  the  returns  of  to  have  been  given  by 
Joseph  Gibbons)  Ls  paid  by  Mr.  Richard  Wood,  as  a  charge  upon  the  Skip  farm, 
in  Great  Barr,  occupied  by  bin),  and  the  joint  'property  also  of  Mr.  Scott  aud 
Mr.  Foley,  formerly  purchased  by  Mx.  lioo,  from  the  fuuuly  of  the  Gibbona's. 

The  number  of  girls  whom  the  sehooluistress  takes,  in 
consideration  of  these  payments,  is  five,  being  three  for  the 
larger,  and  two  for  the  sniaUer  sum,  whom  she  teaches  to  read, 
write,  and  sew« 

The  honse  in  the  chapel -yard,  inhabited  by  the  school- 
mistress, is  stated  to  have  been  built  many  years  ago  by  some  of 
the  Hoo  iaiiiily,  aud  that  John  Bedworth,  was  the  first  inhabi- 
tant, and  was  placed  there  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  a  school 
for  the  children  of  the  township.  After  his  death  the  school  was 
continued,  first  by  his  widow,  and  then  by  liis  eldest  daughter, 
and  on  her  death,  hy  her  sister,  Ann  Bedworth. 
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In  the  Bister's  time  npaii  ^  w  ore  done  to  the  house  by  Sir 
Joseph  Scott,  and  the  Bchool-rciorn  was  made  u^e  ot  as  a  vestty, 
and  a  pioco  ot*  jij-ardon  pfrontid,  adjoining  one  end  of  the  house, 
was  couvorted  by  8ir  Joseph  into  a  plantation ;  but  all  this  is 
stated  by  Mrs.  Bedworth  to  have  been  done  upon  application 
to,  and  by  the  consent  of,  her  sister.  After  her  sister's  death, 
Mrs.  Bedworth,  finding  she  did  not  want  the  school-room,  gave 
it  up  entirely  to  be  used  as  a  vestrj,  and  for  the  purpose  of  a 
Sunday  school. 

We  have  before  noticed,  that  a  small  allotment  of  18  perches 
was  made  on  the  indosnre  of  Aldridge  and  Bair,  in  respect  of 
common  rights  belonging  to  this  hoase,  which  has  been  errone> 
onsly  treated  as  part  of  the  allotment  awarded  to  the  trustees 
of  Addjes's  Free  School  (in  the  west  comer  of  whioAi  it  is 
plaoed),  and  is  let  therewith. 


GENERAL  GHABITIES. 

Addyes's  Chaeity  fob  Clothing. — In  the  will  of  Thomas 
Addye;^,  above  mentioned,  is  a  clause,  whereby  he  directed 
that  hi«  freelK)ld  and  cojnhold  laiids  in  (Jreat  Barr,  and 
Walsall,  and  elsewhere  in  the  county  of  Stafford,  should  stand 
charfj^cul  with  the  payment  of  £5  per  annum,  for  ever,  for  the 
clothing  of  four  poor  old  women  of  Great  Barr,  yearly,  to  be 
named  by  the  above-mentioned  Joseph  Addyes,  nnd  his  heirs, 
and  to  be  clothed  as  he  and  they  sliould  think  lit.  The  laud 
on  which  this  sum  is  charged  became  the  property  of  John 
Scott,  Esq.,  as  devisee  of  his  aunt,  Mrs.  Scott;  £6  yearly  is 
derived  therefrom,  in  providing  four  poor  women  of  Great 
Barr,  with  varions  articles  of  clothing,  which  are  delivered  to 
them  on  or  about  St.  Thomaa's-day. 

Bbbai>  Mohat. — ^An  annual  stun  of  £2  128.  is  paid  as  a 
charge  on  the  Pinfold  form,  which  (as  well  as  the  £2  10s. 
ah«ady  mentioned)  is  stated  in  the  returns  of  1786,  as  the  gift 
of  John  Scott.  This  is  applied  to  a  distribation  of  two 
shillings'  worth  of  bread  every  other  Sunday,  which  is  given 
away  in  penny  loaves  to  poor  persons  ci  the  ^pelry  (generally 
children),  who  attend  the  ohapel. 
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Bbomwioh's  Chabitt. — The  cbapelry  of  Great  Barr  is 
entitled  to  a  third  part  of  the  rant  of  a  piece  of  land  in  the 
parish  of  Handsworth^  belonging  to  the  charity  of  Thomas 
Bromwiohj  to  Ghreat  Barr^  Penj  Barr,  and  Handswortih.  The 
rent  of  the  land  ib  received  by  the  chnrdiwardeii  of  Handa* 
worth,  who  pays  oyer  to  the  other  two  places  the  proportions 
belonging  to  them.  The  rent  is  £8  a-year,  which  giyes 
£2  188.  4d.  as  the  third  due  to  Great  Barr. 

Cox's  Crabitt. — ^The  chapel  warden  receires  £2  lOs. 
a-year,  as  the  portion  due  to  Great  Barr,  of  the  gift  of  Thomas 
CoXj  charged  upon  land  iu  Aldridge ;  thi^i,  with  Bromwich's 
charity,  above-mentioned,  the  chapelwarden  gives  away  on 
Whit- Monday,  to  })oor  |iorsoiis  of  the  chapclry,  iu  Bmail  sums 
proportionate  to  the  nunil  •  r  in  llicir  families. 

DoL£  FROM  Shcstock  Meadows. — Two  old  parishioners 
stated,  about  sixty  yenrs  ago  they  received  each  Is,  on  Good 
Friday,  for  five  or  six  years,  which  they  understood  was  a  dole 
payable  out  of  the  Shustock  Meadows  in  Great  Barr.  it  was 
paid  to  them  by  a  Mr.  Wightj  the  occupier  of  those  meadows. 
They  ooold  not  state  how  many  persons  reoeired  it.  This  dole 
is  lost. 

OtrSTOX  MoKBY. — In  Shaw's  History  of  Staflfordshire,  is 
mentioned  a  custom  formerly  prevalent  in  this  parish,  for  the 
rector,  on  every  Christmas  day,  to  give  to  every  person,  great 
and  small,  of  his  parish,  that  would  then  come  to  his  house,  as 
much  bread,  beef,  mustard,  and  vinegar,  as  they  could  eat  j  but 
which  had  of  late  years,  been  commuted  for  a  money  payment. 
Many  years  ago  this  dinner  was  given,  but  it  has  for  many 
years  been  discontinued,  and  instead  thereof,  the  rector  of 
Aldridge  gives  to  every  housekeeper,  who  demands  it,  in 
Aldridge,  sixpence ;  and  in  Barr,  eightpence,  whidi  is  called 
Custom  Money.    The  origin  of  the  custom  is  unknown. 

Chapei.  Lands. 

The  earliest  document  in  existence  respecting  this  property 
is  M  conveyance,  dat>ed  the  30th  September,  1682,  by  two 
snrvivuio-  trusters  to  new  trustees,  in  which  the  description  of 
the  pi-emises,  and  the  trusts  on  which  they  are  conveyed,  are 
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the  same  as  are  contaizied  in  Uie  following  later  trast  deed. 
The  Charity  GommiBsioneTs'  Report,  1828,  states : — 

"  By  indenture  of  release,  founded  oii  a  lc;ise  for  a  year,  aud  d.acd  3rd 
August,  1793,  made  bctweea  Joseph  Scott,  Ksq.,  (now  Sir  Joseph  Scott)  therein 
described  aa  nephew  and  hoir-at-Iav  of  Joaeph  SooCt^  hte  of  Kmungham, 
deoeaaed,  the  aomnnif  trastee  named  in  certain  indentnnfl^  dated  1st  and  Snd 
Deoember,  1787,  of  the  one  patt;  and  the  Honontable  Edwaid  Vdqr,  and  ten 
othen,  of  the  other  part;  after  zeoituig  that  the  cottagea*  landa,  tenemenite,  and 
hereditaments  therein  mentioned  (except  such  parts  thereof  as  had  been 
exchanged,  and  were  thereinafter  specified),  being  anciently  given  by  John,  kte 
Lord  Ferrers,  and  others,  for  the  maintaining  and  finding  of  a  clerk  to  serve 
yearly  in  the  chapel  of  Great  Barr,  -vm.]  the  overplus  of  the  profits,  if  any,  to  be 
employed  for  and  towards  the  repairs  of  the  chapel,  were,  by  the  indenttirra  of 
1727,  settled  and  assured  to  the  use  of  Joseph  Scott,  deceased*  and  others,  and 
their  heirs,  as  feuflees  in  tmst  for  the  disposing  of  the  rents,  issues  and  profits  of 
the  same  lauds,  to  the  uses  aforesaid,  according  to  the  intention  of  the  donors ; 
it  was  witneaied,  that  fior  preserving  the  charitable  gift  for  ever,  and  for  carrying 
on  the  tnut  in  him  Joseph  Soott  (paitf  theteto)  imposed,  at  the  request  of  the 
freeliolden  and  inhabitants  of  Qieat  Bair,  Joseph  Soott  did  grant,  havgein,  aell, 
sdeaae,  and  confirm,  mito  Edward  Fbley  and  others,  and  their  heus,  thoae  two 
Cottagesor  tenements,  then  converted  into  one,  being  in  Great  Barr,  late  in  the 
occupations  of  Timotliy  \\  hecley,  andBeigamin  Bromwidi,  bat  then  of  Kichard 
Grove;  and  also  tliree  closes,  leasows  or  pastures,  for  many  years  past  into 
several  parts  divided,  in  Great  Barr,  called  rerney  hills,  late  in  the  occujjatiou  of 
Timothy  Wheeley,  afterwards  of  William  Pain,  and  then  of  Thomas  ^loore  and 
all  (hat  close  of  land,  in  (ireat  Barr,  called  Mill  hill  piece,  containing  by  e^tinia- 
tiou  seven  acres,  late  iu  tiic  oceupatiuu  of  John  Rooker,  afterwards  of  \\  iUiom 
Fam,  and  then  of  Thomas  Moore,  (and  formerly  cxchmigcd  for  Grounte  tree  or 
Connter  hill  dose) ;  and  all  those  three  pnroels  of  inclosed  hnds,  oaOed  the 
Woods,  in  Great  Bair,  enntaining  bj  estimation  four  acres,  or  thereabouts^ 
a4)(»mng  to  Femey  hiUs  on  the  south  and  west  ndes  thereof,  and  fomeilj 
exchanged  for  Clerk's  croft;  and  also  all  that  other  close  or  leasow,  called  Saint 
Margaret's  croft,  alias  the  Coneygrie,  late  in  the  occupation  of  William  Brooks^ 
and  then  of  William  Bothams  the  younger;  all  which  cottages,  lands,  &c.,  were 
lying  together  in  Great  Barr ;  to  hold  to  Edward  Foley,  and  others,  their  heirs 
and  assigns,  to  the  only  use  of  Joseph  Scott  (party  thereto),  Edward  Foley  and 
others,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  upon  trust,  that  they,  and  the  survivors  aud 
survivor  of  thciu,  and  his  heirs,  should  yearly  lay  out  the  rents  of  the  premises 
'  for  the  maintenance  of  a  clerk  to  serve  in  Great  Barr  chapel ;  the  overplus,  if  any, 
to  he  bid  oat  in  the  repamtum  of  ^  diapel,  according  to  the  meaning  of  the 
first  donors  thereof." 

In  the  year  1796,  an  act  was  passed  for  inclosing  the 
commons  within  the  manor  of  Ghreat  Bm  and  Aldridge,  and 
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the  commissioners  under  that  act,  by  their  award,  dated  the  4th 
Jvly,  1799,  awarded  to  Joseph  Scott,  Edward  Foley,  and 
others,  saryiTing  trustees  of  Great  Barr  chapel  charity,  as 
owners  of  certain  lands  within  the  manor,  in  satisfaction  of 
their  common  rights,  a  parcel  of  land,  containing  6a*  1b.  21p.* 
They  also  awarded  to  the  owners  of  a  certain  messaage, 
garden  and  premises,  within  the  manor,  late  in  the  possession 
of  Bichard  Groves,  deceased,  in  satisfiiction  of  common  rights, 
1r.  16p.  This  aUotment  is  marked  62^  on  the  «nap  of  the  in- 
closure,  and  is  an  oblong  piece,  lying  in  the  west  comer  of  the 
first  mentioned  allotment  (which  is  marked  52),  close  adjoining 
the  turnpike  road  from  'Walsall  to  Tamworth.   Under  the 

•  The  allotment  which  l<  marked  32  on  the  map  of  the  indosui  c,  must  incTudo 
a  small  slip  of  land  at  the  east  side  of  it,  marked  on  the  map  '*52ft  Poor's 
OA.  28.  7p."  as  this  slip  of  land  is  not  mentioned  in  any  of  the  abuttals  in  the 
•wnrdi  and  the  qnandty  of  land,  ealled  CfaniMl  charity  iMid,  In  tho  book  aoemn- 

panjing  the  map,  is  there  stated  to  contain  5a.  3k.  I4i>.  being  the  aboTf  qnantlty 

of  6a.  In.  21p.  minus  the  Oa,  2r.  7p.  called  on  the  map  "  rr>or's.'*  On  examining 
the  award,  we  coold  not  find  any  allotment  awarded  to  the  poor  of  that  qoontitj^  of 
OA.  2r.  71*. 

The  following  ddineation  of  tho  sitnation  of  thft  diffsrent  allotnenls  in 
qnestioii,  in  this  and  the  other  ehailliei,  mnj  tasisk  la  eloddatlng  Ae  statements. 
It  only  itfwtenit  the  poeltloo,  not  the  felitf re  sbe  or  shape  of  the  vospecllve 
parcels : — 


WalaaU  • 


.  to  • 


-  T«mwortb. 
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powers  giren  to  the  coinmiasioners  bj  this  act^  the  followiiig 
exchanges  have  taken  place^  which  hare  greatly  altered  the 
state  of  the  tmst  propert  y  i — 

By  their  said  award,  the  commissioners,  with  the  consent  nf 
the  said  trustecii  (the  said  Joseph  Scott  bciDgone  of  them),  and 
with  the  consent  of  Joseph  Scott,  exchanged  and  gave  op  to 
Joseph  Scott  nine  several  closes  of  old  enclosed  ground,  called 
Chapel  Hills,  in  Great  Barr,  on  the  north  side  of  the  road  lend- 

from  Barr  mill  towai'ds  Queslet,  containing  28a.  26p.  then 
in  the  ]>osso5:sion  of  Jose])h  Scott,  in  lien  of  and  in  exchange  for 
a  plot  of  ground  upon  Barr  common,  containing  (i6A.  7p.  marked 
in  the  map  18.  The  land  thus  exchanged,  called  in  the  award 
Chapel  hills  (and  which  is  also  known  by  the  name  of  the  Clerk's 
hills),  comprised  all  the  parcels  specified  in  the  trust  deed  above 
mentioned,  except  the  cottage  occnpied  by  Grove,  and  the  close 
called  Saint  Margaret's  croft,  or  the  Ooneygrie.  This  close 
also  was  gpiven  in  exchange,  by  the  commissioners  award,  by 
the  description  of  Ash  Fnrlong  (the  name  by  which  it  has  been 
usually  known  of  late  years),  situate  near  Barr  Beacon,  in  Great 
Barr,  in  the  occnpation  of  William  Bothams,  containing  2a.  Sb. 
80p.  to  the  BeT.  John  Walters,  for  a  parcel  of  ground  in  the 
award,  allotted  to  John  Walters  as  his  third  allotment  npon 
Qreat  Barr  common^  containing  3a.  3b.  24p.  The  award  was 
signed  by  nine  of  the  ten  suriying  trustees. 

The  parcels  of  property  belonging  to  the  ehan'ty,  and  the 
manner  in  which  they  have  been  disposed  of,  are  as  follow  : — 

1st— 'The  allotment  of  66a.  7r.  reoeiv(Hl  in  exoliaiige  for  the  Clerk's  biDs  tam 

Sir  Joseph  Scott,  was  immediately  let  by  the  troatees  to  Sir  Joseph  for  a  term  of 
years,  which  expired  at  Christmas  1830,  at  the  annual  rent  of  £2i.  Sir  Joseph 
granted  an  tmderleasc  to  one  Nathaniel  Brookhousc,  wlio  totjilly  neglected  the 
land,  whicli  remain^  uncultivated.  Sir  Joseph  Scott  had  made  the  boundary 
fence,  but  no  cross  fences  were  made,  and  the  quick  in  the  boundary  fence  wjis  de- 
stroyed for  want  of  care.  In  the  year  1823,  the  aisrent  of  Sir  Joseph  Scott,  Huding 
that  the  tenant  was  incapable  either  of  managmg  the  knd  or  pu)  lug  his  rent, 
socepted  a  somnder  of  his  underlease^  and  let  the  land,  o&  the  behalf  of  the 

tnisiees,  andsotieefc  to  their  approTsl,  to  Mr.  Lee,  a  oonsidenUe  owner 

of  bad  ia  the  township,  for  21  yesis  ficomLadi^y  1883,  at  the  yeariy  rent  of 
JSH  the  lessee  undertsktsff  to  subdivide  the  hmd,  sod  bring  it  into  proparenltt- 
▼stieii. 
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It  aeens  evident,  that  the  immediate  object  of  thia  exehange  was  the  accom- 
modation of  Sir  Joseph  Scott,  as  the  Clerk's  hilbj  were  contr^ious  to  his  grounds, 
into  wbicli  they  were  afterwards  laid.  The  commissioucrs,  in  t*8tiniating  the 
value  of  the  respective  lands  by  the  test  of  quality  ami  quantity,  appear  to  have 
given  a  fair  (xiuivjJent  to  the  charity.  The  G<j  acres  arc  poor  land  ;  but  about  20 
aru  better  tlian  the  rest,  and  arc  stated  tu  be  as  good  as  the  Clerk's  hills,  though 
less  valuable,  from  their  situation  not  being  so  convenient.  It  appears,  however, 
tbat  tlien  ms  some  timber  i^oii  tlie  Clerk's  hiUs  which  tlis  eommfMiinners  did 
not  take  into  couMderation  in  fizinff  the  value  of  the  bmd,  oononviog,  as  one  of 
them  stated,  that  tbe^  had  nothing  to  do  with  it 

The  Cfaaritj  Cpmmissionen  desiied  a  swrrcj  to  be  taken;  and  upon  this 
snrrey,  it  was  found  that  there  were  41  oaks  and  16  aah  tiee%  besides  some  old 
trees  decayed  at  the  core ;  the  value  of  the  trees,  with  the  bark,  was  estimated  at 
£118  Ss.  lid.,  a  Talue,  part  of  which  was  probably  acquired  by  growth  after  the 
exchange.  They  stated  that  Sir  Joseph  Scott  ought  to  account  to  the  charity  for 
the  value  of  tliis  timber,  as  well  as  for  the  loss  sustained  by  the  mismanagement 
of  llie  land  occupied  by  his  under-tenant ;  but  it  was  alleged  that  he  had  more 
than  satisfied  any  demands  the  clmrity  could  have  had  against  him,  by  the  uiooies 
which  it  appears  he  at  different  tiiuc:i  expended  upon  the  chapel,  up  to  1825,  and 
which  amounted  to  about  £1750.  This  expenditure  supplied  the  chapel  with  six 
bells,  an  oi^an,  new  wbdows,  se?en  of  them  luiutcd,  a  new  spire,  battlements 
and  porch,  an  aUsr-pieoe,  pnlpit  doths,  book,  velTet  and  gold  cushions,  fto.  By 
tiiese  disbnisements  the  diapel  was  highly  oraamented;  but  it  will  be  seen  here- 
aftw,  that  the  more  essential  work  of  new  pews  wad  repairs  of  the  chapel  was 
prorided  for  by  what  aeems  impiovident  diqioritum  of  tiietmst  property: — 

A.  B.  F. 

2.~Thc  allotment  awarded  to  the  trustees,  containing    6  1  21 

The  allotment  received  in  exchange  from  Mr.  Walter,  containing  3   3  94 

And  tlie  allotment  awarded  to  the  owners  of  Grove's  house, )    n  i  i  g 
containing   j 

In  the  whole    10  2  23 

were  oonveyed  by  the  tntstees  by  indenttue  of  demise;!  dated  90th  December, 

1800,  by  the  desci^ion  of  that  plot  ni  ground  emitaining  by  mensnration 
104.  8b.  83p.  being  part  of  Great  Banr  eomnum,  ineloaed  and  lying  by  the  side  of 
the  WalsaU  and  Tamworth  road,  for  the  snm  of  £820^  to  Joseph  Osbonu^  for  a 
term  of  99  years  from  Lady<day,  18Q0«  at  a  pepper-oom  rent.  This  side  appears 
to  have  been  made  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  sum  of  money  towards  the  dis- 
charge of  a  debt  of  £523  due  to  ^Ir.  John  Fallowes,  cbapelwardcn,  for  money 
expended  hy  him,  with  the  consent  of  the  inluiljitauts,  in  new  pewingand  repairing 
the  chai>el ;  and  the  £220  was  aix-ordinirly  paid  over  to  him  on  the  -iuth  Januarj', 

1801.  It  wouhl  perhaps  be  dilEcult  to  justify  this  alienation  of  the  trust  property 
for  so  long  a  jKiriod :  the  considcral  ion  given  for  it  was,  however,  fully  adcqxiatc 
to  the  value  of  the  interest  conveyed ;  and  it  appears  to  have  lxM:n  a  itom  JuU 
transaction,  with  a  view  to  eflbot  a  legitimate  object  of  the  trust,  and  a  saffident 
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noome  mnaiiied  fironi  the  oib«r  propeitf  to  titisfy  tbe  otber  bnnoli  ol  Urn 
dmity,  tbe  mainteiiMioe  of  the  derk.* 

8.— The  hoiue  occapied  hj  RiclMrd  Grofe  is  ^edioally  stated  in  the  tmt 
deed<tf  1793,  a.s  that  whicli  by  the  earlier  tnwt  deed  bad  been  convf-ycd  to  the 
tnistres  of  the  <h:ir:ty,  ..lid  there  dots  not  appear  anj  reaaOB  to  doubt  its  identity. 
This  house  joined  the  land  called  the  Clerk's  hills;  and  it  was  always  considered 
to  belong  to  flic  clerk  of  IJarr  chapel.  Before  Grove's  time  it  had  been  occupied 
by  Timothy  Wheeley,  who,  with  his  fatlier,  h:td  Ii^en  chapel  clerks  for  61  years; 
and  both  Whef-ley  nnd  Grove  occupied  it  rent  free.  Grove,  however,  claimed 
the  house  hi^  uwu  In  ciiuld,  and  the  tmatces  bronght  an  ejectment  against  him. 
In  this  action  they  failed,  and  thereupon  filled  a  bill  iu  Chancery  against  him ;  in 
hie  enstrer  to  whk^  he  was  supposed  to  have  oommitted  perjury,  for  irtudi  he 
iras  indieted,  but  died  beftne  tbe  praoeediiigs  oanae  to  trial  After  his  death,  Sv 
Joseph  Scott  purohaaed  the  cottage  and  garden  for  £110^  of  Hannah  Omrt,  fan 
widow,  and  Richard  Grove,  his  son  and  heir,  who  oonv^fed  the  premises  to  Si; 
Joseph  in  fee^  by  deeds  of  lease  and  release  of  the  23rd  and  34th  June,  1S09^ 
and  th^  were  afterwards  occupied  by  one  of  his  labourers.  It  is  difficult  to 
discover  on  what  ground  (irove's  title  to  this  bouse  could  be  maintained  in 
opposition  to  tlie  evidence  of  stieer?<!ive  trust  deeds.  At  all  events,  it  seems  to 
have  been  a  most  irres^ular  transaction  for  Sir  Joseph  Scott  to  become  the 
purcliaser,  for  his  own  benefit,  of  these  premises,  which  had  been  conveyed  to 
him  by  the  trust  deeds  of  l?y3,  lus  a  trustee  for  the  charity,  and  after  he  had 
(Xmcurred  with  the  other  trustees  iu  ciaiiniug  them  agaiuitt  Grove,  and  also  in 
dflBkising  to  Osborne  in  1800,  as  before  stated,  as  part  of  tbe  trust  property,  the 
allotment  swarded  npon  the  indosnre  to  the  owner  of  Grove's  boose.  It  aeema 
very  doubtful  whether,  under  sudi  drcomstamoes,  this  purchase  could  be  nphdd 
in  a  court  of  equitj,  as  made  by  Sir  Joseph  Soott^  on  hb  own  account  The 
eoltage  and  garden  are  worth  about  £4  a-year.  It  is  said,  that  there  were 
formerly  some  old  outbuildings  on  the  premises,  which  were  taken  down  some 
yMTS  ago ;  but  it  cannot  be  shown  to  what  extent  the  value  of  the  proper^  may 
have  been  thereby  deteriorated. 

Thus,  it  appears  (hat  the  only  part  of  the  trust  estate 
available  as  a  aonroe  of  income,  is  the  allotment  of  66a.  and 
7p.  ;  and  this  circumstance  has  probably  been  the  cause  of  a 
considerable  error  in  the  lu.st  trust  deed.  By  that  deedj  which 
is  dated  the  4th  November,  1619,  after  recitiDg  the  previomi 

•  It  is  right  to  niention,  that  in  consideration  of  the  £220  {  aid  to  the  trustees, 
and  intended  to  be  applied  in  part  diitcbarge  of  tbe  debt  aforesaid,  a  furtlier  demise, 
bearing  eTen  date  with  the  formert  was  made  by  the  chapelwuden  (John  Fellowea) 
and  tbe  oreiseen,  to  Joseph  Osborne,  of  a  plot  of  ground,  containing  Xa.  26p.  part 
of  Great  Barr  common,  then  lately  inclosed.  This  was  a  plot  marked  52a  on  tbe 
map,  allotted  to  the  almshottB%  and  aitoated  on  the  south  corner  of  the  aUotment 
to  tbe  tnutees. 
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deed  of  the  3rd  August  above  abstiacied,  and  also  the 
exchange  of  the  Chapel  Hills  for  the  alloioieut  on  Ban*  coiuuion 
of  and  7f.  under  the  awnrd  of  iho  coTnniissioners  for  the 
inclosuro,  8ir  Joseph  Scott,  and  Walter  Day,  f^nrmnng 
tmstees,  conveyed  to  the  use  of  themselves  and  of  the  Earl  of 
Bradford,  Edward  Dolman  Scott,  Esq.,  Nathaniel  Gooding 
Clark,  Esq.,  William  Tenant,  of  Aston  Hall,  Esq.,  Edward 
ThonihS  Foley,  Esq.,  the  Rev.  John  Dudley,  of  Himley,  the 
Rev.  Thomas  Lane  Freer,  the  Rev.  William  Scott,  of  xVldridge, 
the  Rev.  John  Davids,  of  Aldridge,  and  Thomas  Day,  of  Great 
Barr,  farmer,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  the  said  parcel  of  land, 
oontaimng  66a.  and  7p.  upon  the  same  tmsts  as  are  declared  in 
the  former  deeds.  The  deed  contains  no  conveyance,  as  it 
ought  to  have  done,  of  the  reversion  of  the  land  demised  to 
Osborne,  nor  of  the  cottage  or  cottages  mentioned  in  the 
former  deeds,  whej^her  the 'same  be  the  cottage  formerly 
occnpied  by  Grove,  or  any  other.  As  to  these  portions  of  the 
property,  therefore,  Sir  Joseph  Scott  and  Walter  Day  continued 
to  be  the  onlv  trustees:  and  the  coinini.ssioners  recommended 
that  immediale  steps  should  be  taken  to  vest  them  in  the  same 
trustees  as  the  other  land.  The  income  of  the  cliarity,  con- 
sisting of  the  rent  of  £2-4  for  the  allotment,  is  e(}ually  divided; 
£i2  is  paid  to  the  chapel  clerk  for  his  salary,  and  £12  is  carried 
to  the  chapelwardens  account,  to  be  employed  in  the  repairs  of 
the  chapel* 


BEOCTON. 

Bboctok  is  a  village  nearly  foar  miles  south  by  east  of 

Staflford,  comprising  800  acres,  780  of  which  belong  to  W.  P. 
Chetwyndj  Esq.,  of  Brocton  Hall ;  an  ancient  maiL-sioii 
situated  in  a  noble  park. 

Fbee  Scttool. — There  is  a  small  endowment  for  education 
in  this  townsliip,  consisting  of  a  piece  of  land  called  the  School 
Leasnw,  containing  (3a.  Ib.  J  p.,  and  two  doles  in  the  Town-hills, 
containing,  one  2r.  t5p.  the  other  2k.  2<ip.  Tlicro  are  no 
documents  known  to  Bxist  respecting  tke  donor  of  this  land, 
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but  it  is  Lolieved  to  be  dL-i  ived  from  the  gift  of  Mrs.  D<»i«»i}iy 
Bridginaii,  for  teaching  poor  Ijoys  find  girls  of  the  township  of 
Broctoi)^  to  read  !ind  work.  There  appears  to  Lave  been  n 
succession  of  trustees  of  this  property,  appointed  by  writing 
by  the  surviirors  of  prooecLing  trustees,  as  occasion  required. 
The  present  trustees  are,  Sir  George  Chetwynd,  Bart.,  of 
Grendon  Hall,  in  the  eoinity  of  Warwick,  George  Chetwynd, 
Esq.,  of  Brocton  Lodge,  and  Mr.  John  Birch,  of  Brocton 
Gate.  The  land  is  let  for  the  yearly  rent  of  £6  6s.,  which 
appears  to  be  its  fair  valae.  This  is  paid  to  a  schoolmistress  in 
Brooton,  who,  for  this  remnneration,  teaches  nine  poor 
hildren  of  parishioners  of  the  township,  the  boys  to  read, 
and  the  girls  to  read  and  sew.  Both  sohoolmistress  and 
sdiolars  are  appointed  by  the  trustees.  It  appears,  that  prior 
to  1778,  the  land  was  let  for  £2  10s.,  and  six  children  were 
then  sent  to  the  school.  In  that  year  the  rent  was  raised  to  £3 
and  a  seventb  scholar  was  sent. 

Poor's  Croft. — There  is  a  small  croft  or  plot  of  gronnd  in 
Brocton,*  called  the  Poor's  Crofl,  supposed  to  have  been  also 
derived  from  the  gift  of  Mrs.  Dorothy  Bridgraan,  and  appro* 
priated  to  the  relief  of  the  poor  inhabitants  of  the  township. 
It  is  let  to  the  Bev.  Richard  Leveit,  of  Milford  in  Baswich,  as 
yearlj  tenant,  at  a  good  rent  of  £1  which  is  received  by  Mr. 
Chetwynd,  and  distributed  by  him,  with  other  private  contri- 
butions, on  St.  Thomas'S'day,  among  the  poorest  parishioners 
of  Brocton.   Each  receives  2s.  6d.  or  8s. 


BOBBmGTON. 

BoBBiNOTON  is  on  tlie  verge  of  the  county,  nine  miles  soutli-west 
of  Wolverhampton,  having  2,G30  acres  of  land,  nud  only  418 
people,  part  of  both  contents  being  in  Shropshire.  Mr.  Mosely 
lives  at  Leatou  Hall,  and  is  lord  of  the  manor  and  im})ropriator 
of  the  tithes,  a  very  powerful  combination  where  a  man  fancies 
himself  the  be-all  and  eiul-all  of  a  ([uiet  and  almost  unknown 
jmrish.  The  author  of  Verdant  Green,  Edward  Bradley,  alias 
Cuthbert  Bcde,  was  curate  here,  which  may  account  for  a  young 


Digitized  by  Google 


BOBfilNOTON  CHARITIES. 


441 


clergyman  having  time  enough  to  write  satirical  volumes,  and 
also  for  seizing  an  opportunity  to  vent  Ms  spleen  against  those 
jolly  dogs  at  Oxford  who^  whilst  he  was  "passing  rich  with 
forty  pounds  a  year/'  were  enjoying  themselves  as  stndents  of 
theology  too  often  do  at  the  Universities. 

This  parish  is  in  the  diocese  of  Hereford^  and  some  of  the 
landed  property  belonged  to  the  late  Sir  Lancelot  Shadwell^ 
Yice-Chanc^or  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  who  was  hold  enoag^ 

to  declare  and  give  judgment  in  favour  of  the  foundation  boys, 
and  to  abolish  the  boarder's  system,  in  the  trial  as  to  the  Man- 
chester Free  School. 

CaBISWILL's  BCNIVACTIONS  TO  THE  MiNISTKB  AND  TO 

THE  POOB. 

Edward  Careswell,  by  a  codicil  to  his  will,  dated  the  24th 
February,  1G89,  devised  the  sum  of  £10  per  annum,  to  be  paid 
yearly  into  the  hands  of  one  or  two  of  the  most  substantial  free- 
holders in  the  ]iansh  of  BobbiDg"tou,  or  to  the  minister  himself 
officiating  iu  the  parish  church  of  liobbiiigton  for  the  time 
being,  by  the  tenant  or  tenants  of  the  testator's  farm,  in  the 
parish  of  Bobbiugtou,  as  un  augmentation  to  the  annual  stipend 
of  the  minister  for  ever.  He  further  gave  £10  to  the  poor  of 
the  parish,  to  remain  in  stock,  when  all  the  monies  formerly 
given  to  the  poor  should  be  settled  and  secnred  therewith^  for 
their  relief  and  benefit. 

The  testator's  farm  at  Bobbington  was  part  of  a  considerable 
property  devised  by  him  for  the  purpose  of  providing  exhibi- 
tions for  certain  scholars  in  the  University  of  Oxford^  belonging 
to  the  Free  Ghnmmar  School  of  Bridgnorth.   By  a  decree  of 

the  Court  of  Chancery  for  new  modelling  the  apphcation  of  the 

rents  of  the  several  estates,  the  above-mentioned  annuity  to  the 
minister  was  increased  to  the  sum  of  £10,  which  has  been  siuce 
annually  paid  to  him.  The  £10  given  by  the  testator  for 
the  use  of  the  poor  produces  5  per  cent,  interest.  The  interest, 
amounting  to  10s.  per  annum,  is  distributed  among  the  poor  of 
the  parish  on  some  sacrament  Sunday,  in  conjunction  with  snch 
other  money  as  may  be  then  collected.  The  minister  super- 
intends this  distribution. 
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Tei  Frxb  School  oe  EUnvah  Aim  Ma«t  Corbstt. 

In  the  Charity  Commissioners'  Report  of  the  follow- 

ing account  of  this  endowment  is  given  : — 

"  By  indenture  of  bar?;iin  and  sale,  dated  tlse  3rd  of  September,  smd  eiirollcd 
in  Chancery  the  .'iOth  of  October,  1792,  afttr  rctitiug  that  Haanab  Corbett,  with 
her  l  it  hiiter,  Mary  Corbett,  did  determine  on  laying  out  a  sum  of  money  for 
the  purpose  of  erecting  and  estaUtthiiig  » tdiool  or  aome  other  diarity,  and  tint 
Ifaiy  Corbett  was  dead,  and  that  Hannah  Cocfaett,  in  pannanoe  of  audi  inftenp 
tion,  was  deairoua  to  found  a  charity  for  inatmcting  twenty  peer  hajB  and  twdvtt 
.  poor  giila  in  the  Chriatiiui  idigiQ%  and  that  she  was  sdaed  in  fiee  of  a  piece  of 
ground  in  the  parish  of  Bobbington,  wliereou  she  was  erecting  a  dwelliD^-honae 
and  two  sehoolrooms  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  and  in  order  to  raise  a  salary-  for 
the  master  and  mistress  of  tlie  school,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned, 
had  transferred  into  *h(-  of  the  Jlev.  John  Charle  s  Bockindiam  and  others 

the  sura  of  £1,400  3  per.  ecui  consolidated  bank  annuities,  which  would  raise  aa 
annual  income  of  £  1-2.  Sh<*,  Hunnah  Corbett,  pranted  to  C.  J.  Beckingluuii  and 
others,  theur  heirs  aud  o^^aiirus,  all  that  piece  or  iMivcl  of  ground  situate  at  or  near 
the  upper  end  of  Whitecross  Lcaauw ,  on  the  north  side  of  the  road  leading  from 
•RUlri^lniit^  to  Bobbington,  within  the  parish  of  Bobbmgton,  with  the  measoage  or 
dweUing-houa^  school-rooms  and  other  boildings  then  erecting  ortiiereafter  to  be 
erected  or  boilt  thereon;  and  it  waa  dedared  that  the  premises  were  so  conTeyed 
to  J.  C.  Beckbgbam  and  others,  and  that  they  stood  possessed  of  £1,400  3  per 
cents.,  and  £43  per  annum,  the  interest  thereof,  on  the  trusts  following;  viz. : — 
That  the  trustees  should  elect  proper  persons  to  be  msster  and  mistress  of  the 
school,  who  should  enjoy  the  dwelling-house,  school-rooms,  and  premises  so  long 
as  they  should  exereisp  t-he  duties  of  tlif"  ofTioc  ;  fh.it  out  of  the  dividends  of  £42 
an  annual  sum  of  £1.j  should  bu  paid  to  i\iv.  master  of  t!ic  school  for  instructijig 
twenty  po<.)r  boys  iu  the  Christian  reli^iuu,  acconiiTii:  to  tiic  iirincijilcs  of  the 
Church  of  Eii.;lau(i.  auil  iu  reading,  writing,  and  ariihuiclic,  and  in  other  usefiJ 
and  necessary  learaiug  lil  aud  proper  for  their  station  in  life;  tluit  ihc  further  annual 
snm  of  £5  should  be  pud  to  the  mbtren  Ibr  instrndingtwdrc  poor  girls  in  the  like 
principles  of  rdigion,  and  in  readnig,  knitting,  spinning  and  in  working  with  tha 
needle  at  plain  work,  and  other  nsefnl  and  necessary  learning  fit  and  proper  for 
theur  station  in  life ;  and  that  all  the  children  should  be  taught  the  oateehism,  and 
to  sing  psalms ;  and  tliat  the  annual  sum  of  £23,  residue  of  the  dividends,  should 
be  laid  ont  for  the  purchase  of  suitable  hats  and  great  coats  for  the  poor 
boys,  once  in  every  two  years,  at  Easter,  the  coats  to  be  of  a  brown  colour,  with 
red  capes,  and  in  the  purchase  of  suitable  gowns  and  hats  for  the  jwor  girls, 
once  in  every  two  years,  at  Easter,  the  gowns  to  be  of  a  bro^m  colour,  and  that 
the  same  should  he  worn  only  on  Sabbath  days,  on  whifh  day  all  the  boys 
and  girls  should  attend  divine  service  with  the  uia.stcr  aud  mistress,  and  learn  to 
repeat  the  collect  of  the  day,  and  that  one  pair  of  new  shoes  and  one  pnir  of  new 
stockings  should  he  pronded  for  each  boy  and  girl  onee  in  every  year;  and  that 
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SO  mnch  of  the  dividends  as  dioold  xemain,  should  be  Isid  ont  in  the  pvtcliue  of 
books,  pens,  ink,  and  paper,  :iiul  otbcr  necessaries  for  the  imiiroTCinent  of  the 
children,  and  in  the  repairs  of  the  premises.  That  the  children  should  be 
appointed  by  the  friistc  f  s  from  among  the  rcry  poorest  chnihcn  of  and  resident 
within  tiso  parish  of  lioljhiu^'tun ;  orphans,  proridrd  for  by  the  overseers,  or 
children  wlios(;  parents,  thro\ii:h  aire  or  sickucss,  are  incapable  of  providing  for 
tlmr  families,  ami  are  aj^sisted  by  the  parish,  to  be  preferred;  if  a  sufficient 
nuuibcr  of  such  arc  not  found  in  the  parish,  the  deficiency  to  be  supplied  from 
the  parish  of  Claverlcy,  and  for  want  of  proper  objecta  in  both  parishes,  horn,  any 
other  adydning  parish;  none  to  he  admitted  under  the  age  of  seven,  nor  to 
Temain  after  the  age  of  15 ;  that  no  other  children  except  the  above  number, 
nominated  bj  the  tmsteea,  shsU  he  admitted ;  the  scholars,  on  leaving  the  sdiool» 
to  be  entitled  to  the  weanng-apparel,  and  to  have  a  new  testament  and  prayer- 
book.  That  when  the  tmsteea  from  time  to  time  shoold  be  reduced  to  three,  others 
ahoold  be  appointed  by  the  survivors,  as  they  should  think  fit,  of  substantial 
freeholders  resident  or  o^ers  of  lands  in  or  near  the  [»arish  of  Bobbin^on,  with 
power  to  the  trustees  to  make  bye-laws  for  the  better  management  of  the 
school" 

The  premises  conveyed  hy  the  forogroino;'  dopd,  ronsistiug  of 
a  dwelliDg-li'jnj^e  and  two  school-rooms,  with  about  two  acres 
and  a  half  of  garden,  and  other  p^ound,  are  occupied  by  a 
master  and  mistress,  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Comforth,  appointed  by  the 
tntBtees  to  preside  over  the  respective  schools.  The  former 
instructs  twenty  boys,  and  the  mistress  twelve  girls  in  the 
several  branches  of  education  prescribed  by  the  deed^  with  the 
exception  of  spinning,  which  it  was  found  inexpedient  to 
pursue.  The  children  are  also  provided  with  the  articles  of 
clothing  specified  in  the  deed,  and  until  the  year  1807,  were 
duly  :  i]>plied  with  books.  But  the  charity  having  become  in 
debt  (to  the  amonnt  of  £20,  from  an  increase  in  the  expense  of 
clothing,  it  was  foand  necessary  in  that  year  to  make  a  bye-law 
discoutiuuing  the  purchase  of  books  until  the  debt  should  bo 
discharged.    The  following  is  the  jji  esent  expenditui  c  : — 


Bspeose  of  Clotfaiiig,  Coals  for  the  Schools^  Peas,  Ink,  tto.        S8  0  0 

43  0  0 

The  children  are  appointed  by  the  tmstees,  vis.,  Mr.  Wm. 
Moseley,  E.  L.  Gatacre,  Esq.,  E.  F.  Acton,  Esq.,  Mr.  Thos. 


Master's  salary. 
Mistress's  ditto 


£     8.  d. 

15  0  0 
6  0  0 


Bowen. 
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BitsTOV  is  an  important  town^  in  the  parish  of  Wolverhampton, 
comprising  2580  acres  of  landj  and  a  dense  population  of  about 
26^000  people.  The  town  stands  on  elevated  ground  2^  miles 
from  Wolverhampton^  and  is  the  nnclens  of  an  immense  iron 
and  coal  district.  Lad^  Wnlirnna  gave  this  place,  then  called 
BiUiretatun,  to  the  college  of  St.  Mary  at  Hampton.  In  the  reign 
of  Edwd.  8rd,  the  men  and  tenants  of  Billestnne  were  certified 
to  be  free  of  toll,  because  it  was  of  the  ancient  crown  demesne/' 
Until  1824,  Bilston  was  a  village :  an  act  was  then  passed  con- 
stituting it  a  market  town.  St.  Leonard's  church,  of  which  the 
Rev.  H.  S.  Fletcher  is  incumbent,  was  rebuilt  in  1825,  at  a  cost 
of  nearly  £10,000,  and  in  1846  it  was  rupairtd  at  au  expense  of 
£520.  About  :J0  years  ago  this  benefice  was  augmented  by  the 
sale  of  the  coal  under  the  church  hiiid.  'J'ho  income  now  is 
£650  per  annuTu  from  interest  of  £71 18  derived  from  the  coal 
sale  and  the  rents  of  the  undermentioned  estates  : — Jolin  Perrje, 
1404,  St.  Leonard's  Hill^  Susannah  Humphreys,  10o9,  Little 
Greaves ;  Queen  Anne's  Bounty,  Priesthelds  j  Kev.  J.  Tomkys, 
1 703,  Mojses  Uall  farm  ;  do.  and  Queen  Anne's  Bounty,  Wet 
Furlongs;  ssle  of  pews,  1752  ;  Little  Hill  House  and  Thomey 
Birch ;  Humphrey  Perry,  1716,  the  Parsonage-house.  The 
fund  from  the  coal  has  augmented  at  the  rate  of  £200  per 
annum  fi^m  1851  to  1859.  There  are  eleven  places  of  worship 
in  Bilston. 

With  regard  to  Humphery  Porrye's  Charity,  Mr.  White, 
in  his  History  of  Staffordshire,  published  in  1851,  states  as  fol- 
lows : — "  The  trustees  have  now  in  hand  £161,  arising  from 

several  years'  arrears  of  this  rent-char- tre  ;  besides  £121  48.  3d. 

three  per  cent,  stock,  purcliased  witli  unappropriated  appren- 
tice fees,  which  have  accumulated  uwinir  to  the  donor's  will  re- 
quiring the  apprentices  to  be  put  out  to  musters  resident  at 
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least  eight  miles  from  BilstoD." — ^The  following  letters  will  shew 
the  state  of  the  Bilston  charities.    In  1823,  the  incumbent's 


income  was  as  follows : — 

St.  Leonard's  Hill  :~Surfaoe  rent    13  0  0 

Interest  on  £1,360.   68  0  0 

HaU-road   5  6  0-  86  5  0 

The  Lil  tie  Greaves  ".   86  0  10 

Priest's  Fields Sartace  rent    48  16  0 

Interest  on  £1,^25    71  5  0-  120  0  0 

Moyaes  Hall  farm   199  8  0 

Wet  Furlongs   60  0  0 

Little  Mill  ITousc,  &e.,  rent    31  10  0 

Thon^  Bircli;— Surface  rent   10   2  2 

Interest  on  £4.38  (5s.  8d   21  18  4 

Dividends  on  £565  18s.  lOd          10  19   G—  80  10  0 

Caratf^s  House  and  Fremises    26  5  0 


Making,  from  the  sourrrs  above  menf  ioned,  annual  ineome  of..,  688   8  10 
Which  is  duly  paid  to  the  curate  of  Bilston. 

THE  BTLSTUN  CILVHITIES. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  K'olcerhaMptu/i  Chi  otiicle. 
Sib,— In  the  oonrae  of  writing  my  llbtory  of  the  Endowments  and  Charities 
of  the  Gounty  of  Stafibrd,  I  find  that  the  Bilston  Charities  have  almost  become 
a  dead  letter:  I  pvesnme  from  the  fact  that  everybody's  bosinesB  is  nobody's 
boaineas.  I  think  it  desiraUe  that  the  inhabitants  of  Bilston  should  see  to  the 
lestoration  of  these  cbaritiea^  of  which,  for  their  information,  I  give  a  correct 
outline  below 

Humplin  y  F(  rye,  1716,  by  will  left  £26  per  annum  reatdbargc  upon  lands  and 
tenements  in  Bilston,  to  br  i^m'd  on  ench  quartei-cl.iy  in  ? nms  of  £6  IDs.  to  the 
followinEr  piirpofies Is  per  year  to  be  divided  between  two  poor  persons, 
relat  ion,  kin  to  him  or  his  faiitily—kin  of  the  name  of  Peni'P  to  be  preferred.  He 
appointed  nine  trustees,  the  rector  of  St  Mary's,  of  StafTonl,  and  the  curate  of 
Bdbton  Chapel  to  be  always  of  the  uuiubcr.  He  alio  willed  that  £6  per  ammm 
should  be  applied  to  apprenticing  one  poor  child,  boy  or  girl,  not  under  fourteen 
years  of  age,  alternately  from  Stalford  and  Klston,  Also  £8  jier  snnum  for 
teaching  and  clothing  six  poor  children  (the  apprentices  to  be  chosen  from  these 
six),*8nd  not  to  be  apprentioed  within  eight  miles  of  Bilston.  Also  £8  12s.  per 
annum,  for  bread  for  the  poor  of  Bilston,  at  one  shilUng  per  week— one  loaf  to 
each  person  every  Sunday  morning.  Also  lOs.  per  annum  to  some  divine  to 
prpach  a  sermon  on  the  Sunday  after  Midsummer-day.  Also  I'^s.  to  buy  a  book 
to  keep  the  accounts  of  the  above  named  erifts— the  curate  or  schoolmaster  to  be 
preferred,  and  to  receive  tlie  l^s.  per  annum  for  their  trouble. 

When  the  Charity  Conmiissioncrs  visited  Bilsfon  the  pmpeHyon  which  this  £26 
was  cliarged  belonged  to  E.  W  .  Dickenson,  of  Dosthill  House,  near  Taniwortii. 

3p 
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Second  gift: — John  Perry,  IG'/J,  gave  grouud  to  build  u  school  oa,  and  £5 
towards  the  erection.  Tliis  school  decayed  and  was  re-built  by  subscription,  large 
enough  to  hold  100  boys. 

Humphrey  Perjre  also  wilkd  40b.  per  amram  to  the  schoolmaster  for  teacbog 
fimr  poor  duldren  to  read  and  write,  gntts;  and  also  20s.  for  teaching  two  mace, 
and  90a.  to  bnjr  them  boolcs  and  stationery,  and  £4  per  annum  to  cbthe  the  six 
diildrcn.   About  ttiirty  or  forty  years  ago  this  £26  was  increased  to  £34  4s.  6d. 

Sarah  Pii)e,  1737,  left  £3  peir  annam— this  was  devoted  by  her  executors  to 

the  schooliiitr  (jf  two  ponr  hoy?. 

Kobt  r(  Uawli  y  Irft  lOs.  per  amiiuii  for  schooling  two  pour  cliililren,  Ss.  tor 
the  preaching  a  sermon  on  ^sew  Year's-day,  and  2&.  for  bread  to  the  poor  on  that 
day  at  nhnrc'h. 

Kdward  Dudley  gave  the  interest  of  JL20  for  the  poor  on  St.  John  the  iJaptist 
wd  St.  Thomas's-day— rent^'havge  on  an  estate  in  Sedgley  parish. 

Matthew  Birch  left  26s.  per  annum  for  bread  for  six  poor  persona  on  Sundaj 
eTcninga  at  ohnrch,  but  not  to  paupers. 

Richard  Devy,  intereat  of  £10;  1%omB8  Smith,  senior,  interest  of  £6; 
Elizabeth  Eadcs,  interest  of  £10;  Isaac  Tomkys,  interest  of  £10;  Thooias 
Smith,  interest  of  £3;  for  six  poor  widows  on  St.  Thomas's-day ;  Jane  Swinner- 
ton,  interest  of         all  the?:  for  the  poor. 

Ambrose  Tibbutts  left  the  interest  of  17s.  4d.,  three  per  cents.— via^, 
£3  13s.  Sd.  for  poor  decayed  tradosuirn,  upwards  of  fifty  years  cif  age. 

Ric!i;ir>l  I  taw  kesford  left  10s.  jut  ainiuia  ior  twenly  j.uur  widows. 

1  am  inloruicd  on  undoubted  auiiiunty  that  Uiost  of  these  charities  are  now  in 
aibeyance-^Homphrcy  Perye's  representatives  ha?e  ceased  to  pay  his  benefactions 
for  fourteen  years. 

The  Bchobl-houBe  land  was  sold  to  the  Great  Weatem  Railway  for  £100;  and 
the  materials  for  £S6,  both  whidi  sums  were  handed  to  the  committee  of  St. 
Leonard's  National  Schools  to  hdp  in  their  erection;  and  Pipe's  and  Rawley's 
benefactions  an  not  now  puid,  nor  H.  Peryc's  additional  gift.  The  school 
transaction  was  altogether  illegal,  and  should  be  refunded.  Surely  £125  was 
much  too  small  a  sum  for  the  land  and  a  school-house  tfuit  held  lUO  boys. 

I  remain,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  GRirriTHS. 

Kidderminster,  3iarch  1st,  I860. 


To  thfi  Editor  qf  the  Wolterhampion  Cknmicle.  * 

Sir,— I  was  much  pl^ed  when  I  saw  the  letter  in  your  last  Wednesday's 
Chronicle,  from  Mr.  George  Griffiths,  about  the  Bilston  Charities,  and  if  I  knew 
that  gentleman's  address  I  should  be  happy  to  have  some  coneqKmdenoe  with 

him  on  that  subject. 

When  1  was  a  boy,  the  whole  of  the  charities  or  doles  that  Mr.  Griffiths  names 
were  regularly  distributed,  but  since  then— within  the  last  twenty  or  twenty -five 
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years— they  \v.\\c  ^r;i.lu:i!ly  fallen  into  aberancc ;  and  now,  I  believe,  that  not  OM 
single  shiUinor  is  \);\u\  on  accoimt  of  any  one  of  tijern. 

I  have  ])i'i-n  in(  rhTiii;^  in  the  mailer  fur  liic  last  twelve  or  fourteen  years  ;  I 
have  agaku  ami  brought  it  before  the  town,  nt  town's  meetin^si;  T  have 

wanted  tlie  towuiliip  commissioners  to  take  ii  iu  iiaaJ  ;  1  have  been  inuuy  times 
with  the  Inistee  er-^i^eh;  but  not  one  single  step  could  I  get  any  one  individaal 
to  take  towards  their  recovery;  and  I  found,  as  Mr.  Griffiths  says,  tliat  every- 
body's business  was  nobody's  business,  and  the  parties  who  ought  to  have  paid 
the  moneys  for  these  charities  were  lelt  eithor  to  pay  them  or  not  just  as  thej 
chose— and  the  consequence  is,  they  are  now  only  matters  of  history.  However, 
when  I  found  that  I  could  not  get  any  one  to  lend  me  a  helping  hand,  then  I 
determined  to  try  what  I  conld  do  myself,  and  I  singled  out  Humphrey  Perry's 
Charily,  and  laid  it  before  Her  ^f.^'r^^fy's  Chnrity  Commifs-'ionens.  I  wrote  many 
letters  to  iheui,  and  said  all  T  i  ould  to  iDduce  tin  in  ^^^  take  steps  to  recover  it,  l)ut 
for  some  time  T  had  no  hope  of  any  better  sucti  s^  with  (hem  than  with  othere. 
1  told  them  that  a  poor  reluiiou  of  Humphrey  i'crry,  who  hud  for  years  received 
the  £S  for  himself  and  his  paralytic  son  (until  about  the  year  1845),  was  then  in 
the  most  destitute  curcumstances^  although  he  was  entitled  to  a  oonsiderable  flam 
for  arrears  of  pay ;  I  used  the  most  persuasive  arguments  I  o&uld  to  hulnod  them 
to  save  the  charity ;  and  at  kst  T  received  a  letter,  dated  3rd  November,  1858, 
which  said,  *'Tke  ctms  qf  the  above  chariig  has  bee»  certified  to  Utr  Ma,jWt^9 
At tonieif. General  ;  '*  and  by  the  same  post  I  received  a  letter  from  the  Solicitor  to 
the  Attorney 'General,  to  s.-u'  ihtd  the  ease  of  Perr\''s  Charity  had  been  handfid  to 
him,  and  he  promised  to  use  the  utmost  dispatch  in  recovering  it. 

I  have  had  occasion  to  trouble  that  gentleman  with  many  letters  on  the  subject, 
and  I  believe  he  has  done  all  he  could  do  iu  the  case;  but  finding  that  lie  could 
not  induce  the  parties  to  satisfy  the  charities,  he  wrote  me  OU  the  20th  May,  1859, 
to  say  that  he  had  that  dayJiW  a  bill  in  Chancery. 

This  has  been  going  on  from  that  time,  and  I  must  confess  that  I  had  little 
hope  tlic  case  would  be  ended  whilst  the  very  poor  relntions  1  have  named  are  in 
thi.s  wurld  ;  but  1  have  much  j/kasure  iu  stating  thul  uu  Tiusday  last  I  received 
a  Icltcr  suuiig  tJiat  "from  couuuuuicatious  h(^  received  the  day  before,  he  had 
every  reason  t«  hope  that  the  proceedmgs  with  reference  to  Humphrey  Terry's 
Charity  will  shortly  be  closed." 

I  hope  for  the  sake  of  poor  old  Perry,  that  this  will  be  the  case.  He  is  more 
than  70  years  of  ag^  and  very  often  in  want  of  the  common  necessaries  of  life, 
although  he  has  more  than  one  hundred  pounds  now  due  from  that  cbaiity. 

I  have  determined  that,  whooi  Perry's  Charity  is  ^^eltled,  then  I  will  undertake 
tlie  attempt  to  recover  the  others— even  if  I  stand  single-handed,  as  I  have  done 
in  this— but  1  shall  be  ghid  of  the  co-operation  of  Mr.  Grilhihs  or  any  other 
gentleman  who  will  lend  a  helping  hand. 

lour  obtdient    i  vant, 
BiUton,  March  10, 1S60.  J.  tiETTL\G5. 
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1^  tke  Xiiior  qf  the  Woktriha^dm  CSbMle^. 
Sir,— I  am  umch  obliged  to  Mr.  Qeoigt  Oriffitha  for  oaUiag  attentaon  to  the 
Bilaton  Charities.  I  am  oaeofUiepartiea  interested,  and  bave  a  hetTysiiiD  of  moBej 
doe  to  me  firom  the  estate  of  my  anoestor,  Humphrey  Penry»  but  from  some  canae 
or  ()t1i(  r  I  cannot  obtain  one  single  forthing  of  it.  I  had  hoped  wbeu  Sir  Richaxd 
Bethell  was  chosen  Attorney  •General  that  he  would  have  poshed  the  matter  on, 
and  I  sent  a  letter  to  him,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy,  but  1  have  had  no 
answer.  Would  yon  oblige  me  by  inserting  it  in  your  next  week's  Cktomiek, 

Your  bumble  servant, 

THOMAS  PEBUY. 

[COFT  OF  I2TTBB  BEVT  TO  SIB  RICHABD  BETHELL.] 

8heepwash  lane»  Horsdey  Hesth,  Tipton,  Aug.  11, 1859. 

2b  tke  Hon,  Sir  mekar4  BHMl,  Eer  MojeBi/*  Ationef-Qeneni, 

Sir,— An  anoeator  of  mine^  of  the  name  of  Humphrey  Peny,  h^  by  bis  viU  a 
rent^sbarge  on  his  oopyhold  property  at  Bilston,  amountiag  to  iSS6  aryear,  to  be 
paid  in  diilerent  auma,  one  of  those  payments  vas  "iS8  a-year  to  two  of  his  poor 

rebtiom." 

Myself  and  my  son  being  two  of  his  poor  relations  were  rcg:Tilarly  in  receipt 
of  this  £8  a  year  until  sonio  thirteen  or  fourteen  years  ajjo,  since  which  we  have 
not  receivfd  one  single  shillinj,',  and  have  now  more  th;in  11  due  from  that 
e^itate,  although  we  are  very  pour  indeed,  and  canuut  h  ive  oue  hull  uf  the  common 
necessaries  of  life,  bciug  without  loud  lor  a  du>  or  two  days  together. 

I  am  now  more  than  seventy  years  of  age,  uud  my  sou  is  paralytic,  and  God 
help  us,  we  know  not  what  to  do  except  it  is  to  apply  for  hdp  from  the  parish, 
but  this  I  cannot  do--tbis  I  ought  not  to  be  oompetted  to  do  when  I  am  legally 
entitled  to  a  sum  of  money  left  me  that  with  wlmt  little  I  am  able  to  earn  wiU 
support  us. 

Mr.  Gettings,  of  Bilston,  has  been  endeavouring  for  several  years  to  get  us 

cornets.  He  has  given  himself  creat  tronhln,  and  has  been  at  considerable 
expense  in  the  matter,  until  he  at  lust  got  the  Charity  Commissioners  to  place 
the  matter  in  the  hands  of  Hrr  ^Tnjpsty's  lair  AMorney-fjeneml  —  thru  1  had  hope 
— but  from  that  time  to  tliis  I  !i  ive  been  Wiiitiag  and  huuL'^erinir.  and  I  fear  it 
he  like  all  other  ea^  s  that  arc  in  the  hands  of  (ie.vi  rnua  nt,  that  is — if 
remedy  or  assistance  is  given  ai  all  (as  far  as  mu  and  uiy  sou  are  concerned),  it 
will  be  giren  too  late. 

I  felt  gbid  when  you  were  appointed  Attomey'Generat,  because  at  your  canvas 
for  member  of  Parliament  you  declared  yourself  one  who  was  detennined  to 
reform  the  laws,  and  Mr.  Gettmgs  told  me  that  he  had  no  doubt  yon  would  at 
once  move  in  (ho  matter,  and  T  may  snon  expect  to  have  my  rights,  and  with  it 
sulHcient  food  to  keep  myself  and  son  aliv^  but  months  mote  have  passed  away 
and  nothing  done. 

I  am  soiTV  to  tronhle  ynn  with  this  note.  I  know  that  a  poor  man  like  me 
cannot  expect  to  be  noticed  by  a  man  of  your  elevated  station,  but  1  have 
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troubled  Mr.  Gettin^s  so  very  much,  and  he  has  been  so  excecdint;ly  kind  to  me 
that  I  am  afraid  he  wiU  eousider  mv  vcxaiiouslv  importunate — besides,  1  can  see 
tbal  he  begiua  to  desf^air  of  my  ever  receiviug  my  rights,  although  he  tells  me 
that  70a  have  a  lull  filed  in  Chancery  in  order  to  recover  the  non^. 

I  am  as  fully  entitled  to  that  inon^  as  any  one  is  entitled  to  monej  left  by  h^ 
latber,  or  as  any  num  is  entitled  to  rents  from  his  own  ponperty— indeed  I  did 
rseeiTe  it  for  many  years,  sud  my  father  helbre  me.  [We  here  mnit  a  sentence 
which  though  pn^rly  inserted  in  a  oonfidential  letter,  we  do  not  fed  wananted 
in  pablishing.] 

If  you,  as  Her  Majesty's  Attomey.ru ncral,  so  far  interfere  as  to  cause  me  to 

be  placed  in  receipt  of  the  rent^charfrc,  and  if  it  will  not  bo  too  mneh  for  a  poor 
man  like  me  to  ask,  woxild  you  he  kind  enough  to  move  the  matter  so  that  there 
may  be  a  chanoe  of  me  and  my  sou  cudiug  our  days  elsewhere  than  in  the 
workhouse  ? 

I  am,  honourable  Sir,  j  our  very  humble  servant, 

THOMAS  PERRY. 


To  the  Sditw  ^  ike  WbtrerkaMpiM  Cinmeb. 
Sifi^Mr.  Geo]^  Griffiths,  for  his  letter  {tuk  Wblm-Aamptoa  CAnmide,  March 

8,  l&GO),  deserves  the  thanks  of  the  community.  Ilis  admirable  expose  of  the 
lamentable  condition  of  the  Bilston  charities  is  exceedingly  well  tuned.  By 
bringin?  the  question  forward  he  lias  d^me  a  public  sen'ice.  The  sul>ject  upon 
which  he  writes  has  fre-niriitly  been  the  thrmc  of  private  ctmvcrsation,  wherein 
surprise,  conjecture,  and  suspicion,  have  alt  rinal  dy  jjrt  tlominatetl.  JSnaie  have 
wondered  why  the  charities  are  not  ad;:  inisti  n  il  as  formerly,  some  have  asked 
what  have  become  of  t  hem,  wiiile  others*  have  d;akly  hinted  that  "vested  interests" 
have  appropriated  to  its  own  purposes  the  alms  belonging  to  othen.  And  thm 
it  has  stopped.  As  with  other  questions,  so  with  thb,  we  have  rerelled  in  the 
SngUshman's  pecoliar  privilege  of  criticising  and  complaining,  and  with  an 
idioqynecasy  too  characteristic;  never  taken  any  ^eps  to  reform  the  abases  oC 
which  we  complained  so  loudly,  and  talked  so  much 

It  is  true;  as  Mr.  GrifTithis  observes,  that  "  what  is  everybody's  business  is 
nobody's  business, "  and  the  state  of  the  Bilston  charities  affords  an  ample  vcri- 
lication  of  the  timeworn  adage.  But,  with  your  permission,  IMr.  Kdilor,  I  would 
ask  is  public  s])irif  and  morality  sunk  ho  hjw,  and  servility  and  cupidity  grown  so 
great  amougst  us,  that  uoue  ran  be  found  willinj;  to  remove  tliis  stigma  from  the 
town  ?  Have  we  none  that  possess  tiic  requisite  qualities  of  zeal  and  honesty, 
of  iutelUgcnee  and  independence  that  would  befit  them  for  the  enterprise  ?  Is 
philanthropy  grown  so  rare  as  not  to  furnish  one  to  champion  the  caose  of  the 
pmnfft  the  aged^  and  indigeiUF  Are  all  oar  men  of  inflnenoe  so  engrossed  in 
their  own  immediate  concents^  as  to  prevent  them  from  trying  to  restore  to  the 
poor  the  slms  that  the  charitable  of  abygone  age  bequeathed  to  tbem,  bnt  which 
are  now  so  strangely  withheld  I  hope  not.  I  for  one  cannot  bdieve  that  we 
are  bo  destitute  of  that  active  spirit  of  philanthropy  that  so  often  ennobles  the 
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individnal  and  benefits  the  state,  as  to  louger  allow  this  quc!<tion  of  the  Bilstoa 
cburiliea  to  remain  tlic  "dead  letter"  it  now  is.  If  tliere  arc  <oiiic  wIki  tit-sire  to 
see  thcin  restored,  let  them  at  once  come  forward  and  eouuiicuce  iheir  labours. 
The  acknowledgemeuls  of  the  pu'uiic,  the  gratitude  of  the  poor,  and  the  approval 
of  thdr  own  oonscunce,  will  be  meet  and  ample  reoompenao.  AH  interests,  be 
th^  laf  or  clerical,  thai  stand  in  the  way  of  right  dinng,  shoold  be  ignored  and 
totally  disregarded,  and  no  considerations  entertained  that  ohatmcted  the  woric 
of  reform  and  restoration.  And  now  that  the  qnestbn  has,  throng  yonr  kind- 
ness, been  publicly  mooted,  I  trust  that  it  will  meet  with  attention  commensomfte 
with  its  importancei  be  rigidly  investigated)  and  thoroughly  reformed. 

I  remain,  yours  fruly, 

U.  V.  MAYER. 

Bilsion,  March  11, 1S60. 


LONGDON. 


LOKODON  is  a  straggling  village  on  tlio  Rugeley  road^  four  tnilca 
north  of  Lichfield,  embracing  1,200  inhabitants,  and  4,452 
acres  of  land,  several  hamlets  and  many  gentlemens'  seats,  one 
of  which  is  Beaudesert,  the  seat  of  the  Marquis  of  Anglesey; 
the  Marqnis  is  lord  of  the  manor,  owner  of  nearly  the  whole, 
and  lessee  of  the  great  tithes.  There  is  a  very  ancient  monu- 
ment in  the  parish  church  to  the  memory  of  John  de  Stoney  well, 
a  learned  Benedictine  monk  and  abbot  of  Pershore,  of  the  date 
of  1553.  Plot  the  historian  has  recorded  the  foUowing  cuses  of 
longevity : — ^W.  May  108,  and  his  wife  98,  who  were  buried  on 
tlie  same  day  ;  and  the  "  good  wife  Nip,"  aged  109.  In  1833, 
Ann  Agou  died  hero,  at  the  age  of  102. 

There  are  three  free  schools  in  this  parish,  viz.,  nt  Longdon 
Green,  John  Baden  and  Mrs.  Baden,  master  and  mistress ;  at 
Dark-lane,  Mr.  Geo.  Baker,  master ;  at  Brereton^hill,  Ly dia 
Stringer,  mistress. 
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Bbt.  John  Adie's  Chabitt-  fob  Teacbino  Chjideen. — It 
appears,  from  the  table  of  benefactions,  that  the  Bev.  John 
Adie,  vicar  of  this  parish,  gave  20s.  per  annum  to  teach  fonr 
children  to  read — ^the  vicar  to  nominate.  This  20s.  per  annum 
is  received  from  the  proprietor  of  a  house  and  land  called  the 
Cherrj  Orchard,  at  Brook  End,  in  the  parish  of  Longdon, 
formerlj  belonging  to  Mr.  Adie,  and  on  which  premises  the 
annuity  is  understood  to  be  charged.  Four  children  are  sent 
to  u  day  school  at  lii  t  rt  toii-liill,  kept  by  Lydia  Stringer,  who 
receives  the  20s.  ivom  Mr.  Ward,  an<l  gives  instruction  for  it 
in  reading,  to  three  boys  and  oue  girl,  who  are  appointed  by 
the  clergyman  and  churchwardens. 

BiCHABD  Adtb's  Charity. — ^It  appears,  from  the  benefaction 
table,  that  Bichard  Adie,  of  Horsey-lane,  gave  20s.  per  annum, 
out  of  his  estate  at  Horsey-lane,  to  teach  fonr  children  to  read. 
The  estate  at  Horsey-lane  belongfs  to  the  Marquis  of  Anglesey, 
from  whose  agent  the  charity  money  is  received.  It  was 
formerly  paid  by  the  tenant  of  the  litf^d.  Four  children  nnder 
this  charity,  two  boys  and  two  girls,  are  sent  to  the  school 
mentioned  in  the  last  case,  who  are  taught  to  read ;  208.  is 
paid  to  the  master.  The  children  are  appointed  like  the 
preceding  four. 

Henky  Smitu's  and  Mas.  Armstrong's  Charities. — On 
the  benefaction  table  it  is  stated,  that  Henry  Smith,  labourer, 
left  £10,  the  interest  thereof  to  teach  two  children  to  read,  and 
that  a  benefactress  gave  £20,  the  interest  thereof  to  be  paid 
with  the  above  to  teach  the  same  two  children  writing  and 
arithmetic.  Mrs.  Ann  Armstrong  was  the  benefactress  men- 
tioned in  the  table.  These  sums  were  invested  in  the  Navy 
five  per  cents.,  and  the  interest,  amounting  to  30b.  a-year,  has 
been  received  through  the  bank  in  Lichfield,  which  is  paid  to 
the  same  schoolmaster,  who,  in  consideration  thereof,  teaches 
two  boys  reading,  writing,  and  aril^metic. 

Barnes's  Chabity. — The  bene&ction  table  states,  that 
William  Barnes  gave  £50 :  30s.  per  annum  for  instructing 
two  children  in  writing  and  arithmetic,  and  the  remainder  to 
put  out  poor  children  apprentice  so  often  as  the  same  should 
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amount  to  £6.  Tlio  maimed  and  crippled  to  have  the  pro- 
ferenoe.  The  oharcb wardens  to  be  the  tnutecs.  This  £bO 
was  also  invested  in  the  Navy  Rve  per  cents.,  iu  the  names  of 
tnuteeSi  and  the  dividends  have  been  leoeiTed  through  the 
bank  in  Lichfield.  30s.  are  paid  to  the  master  of  Brereton-hill 
achooli  for  which  he  teaches  two  boys  writing  and  arithmetie. 
They  are  appointed  by  the  churchwardens,  with  the  advice  of 
the  miniBter. 

Ni;wi()>,'a  CuAkiiv. — A  smn  of  C20  was  jg-ivon  by  the  exe- 
cutors of  Mr.  Newton,  for  cducatinsr  poor  cliildrt  n,  out  of  the 
funds  loft  iu  their  hands  for  chnrit.ihK'  pui-poses  by  the  testator. 
Thv  money  wns  ])lared  in  the  Liehlicld  bank,  and  interest  paid 
for  it  at  11  per  cent.,  amountmg  to  por  annum.  This  is 
received  by  the  perpetual  curate  of  LoiiLrdon,  who  j)aysittothc 
master  of  Brereton-hill  school,  in  consideration  of  whicsh  he 
teaches  one  boy  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic. 


GENERAL  CIIAUITIES. 

Church  Lands,  10a.,  rent  £2  12s.  6d.;  and  Mr.  Cotton's 
eleven  houses  and  gardens,  for  the  poor.  * 

John  Adey  (1720),  £2  12s.  dd.  out  of  Little  Town  Meadow, 
at  King's  Bromhy,  for  the  poor  on  St.  Thomas's-day. 

Thos.  Marshall  (1690),  rent  of  land  £15,  in  coats  and  petti* 
coats  for  the  poor. 

Riohd.  Hinckley,  20s.  out  of  land  at  Farewell.  JohnHinck- 
ley  and  others  (1691),  £7  10s.  out  of  lands.  John  Marshall, 
80s.  out  of  land  called  Xoble  Hayes.  Bev.  John  Adie,  208.  out 
of  Cherry  Orchard.  Richard  Adie,  20s.  out  of  land  at  Horsey- 
lane.   H.  Smith  and  Mrs.  Armstrong,  30s., — all  for  the  poor. 

Wm.  Barnes,  50s.,  to  teach  and  apprentice  poor  children. 

Mr.  Newton,  16s.;  Fras.  Cobb  (1804,)  £5;  W.  Aldrichand 
J.  Wadham,  SOs.  (for  20  threepenny  loaves  on  every  Sunday  in 
Lent) ;  Mrs.  Tyson  (1830),  interest  of  £200  (forbeof  at  Christ- 
mas),— all  for  the  poor. 
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BOLLESTON. 

BoLLssiON,  or  BouUTOH  18  an  ancient  village,  four  mOes  from 
Barton-oo-Trent,  remarkable  only  for  being  the  seat  of  Sir 
Oswald  Moseley,  Bart.,  who  has  a  handsome  mansion,  gardens, 
and  park  here  ;  he  is  lord  of  the  manor,  which  embraces  the 
whole  parish^  of  3,940  acres. 

THE  FRE£  SCHOOL. 

Robert  Slwrbonnie*  Bishop  of  Chidiester,  some  time  aboat  tiie  year  1S9Q^ 
fouided  a  free  grammar  school  at  RoUeslon,  and  hj  an  instmraeiit  in  writing 
ordained  and  directed  that  the  noininatiun  of  the  master  of  the  school  should 
pertain  to  the  warden  of  St.  Mary  College,  of  Winchester  (now  New  College), 
in  Oxford ;  and  that  as  often  as  bis  place  should  be  void,  the  churchwardens  of 
lioUeston,  and  >fr.  Thtjnias  Rolston,  or  kis  heirs  male,  if  they  should  dwell 
within  the  parish  of  liollcstuii,  should  certify  the  S4ui»c  to  the  warden,  desiring 
him,  within  twenty  days  afttr,  to  iiauie  and  present  to  them  one  sufliciently 
learned  and  apt  to  teach  grammar,  and  should  admit  the  master  to  be  so  pre* 
•eated  to  bis  office;  and  that  if  the  warden  sboald  neglect  to  present  a  master 
within  twenty  days  after  bemg  certified  of  the  vacaacy,  the  nemination  for 
that  Taoaacy  only  should  pertain  to  the  cfanrchwardens^  and  Kr.  Thomas  Bolston ; 
and  if  they  should  not  ocdain  one  witlua  other  SO  days,  then  the  dean  and  chapter 
of  the  Cathedral  Chnrdi  of  Clucli ester  should  he  no  longer  bound  to  pay  any  monay 
to  the  chuidnrardeas  and  Mr.  Thomas  Rolston,  and  in  that  case  should  provide 
with  that  money  a  convenient  minister  in  the  church  of  Cliichester,  as  therein- 
after mentioned:  and  it  was  thereby  further  ordained  iLut  the  schoolmaster 
should  have  for  his  wasres  £10  a  year,  which  the  churchwardens  should  see  paid 
quarterly  ;  and  that  they  or  their  assigns  should  receive  the  £10  a-year  for  PTer- 
more  from  the  deau  and  chapter  uf  Chichester,  to  bo  paid  in  Loudon,  upon  the 
oommoQ  font  in  the  ehuroh  of  St.  Panl,  on  the  11th  of  Noyember,  according  to 
the  obligation  made  and  remdnmg  for  evermore  with  the  cbnrdiwaidens  and  Kr. 
Rolston ;  that  the  schoolmaster  shonid  have  his  mansion  phee  and  sehod  near 
the  chnrdi,  after  the  diseretion  of  Mr.  Thomas  Rolston  and  the  churohwardens ; 
that  if  the  sduiolmaster  were  a  priest,  he  might  take  with  his  school  another 
benefice,  with  or  without  cure,  so  that  he  defraud  not  the  school  by  reason  of  bis 
benefice;  and  that  if  sure  knowledge  might  be  had  that  the  scholar?  dl  ]  not 
profit,  Mr.  Rolston  and  his  lieirs,  with  the  chnrchwardens,  might  warn  the 
s<'}ioolnuister  to  amend,  once,  twice,  or  thrice,  and  the  third  monition  should  bo 
in  pr(  sviice  of  the  parson  or  his  deputy;  and  if  he  should  not  amend  by  their 
monitions,  they  siiould  assign  him  a  diyr  utterly  to  depart,  and  after  that  he 
should  receive  no  more  money;  that  the  schoohnaster  should  reeeiTe  all  manner 
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of  scholars,  and  teach  them  freely,  but  that  notwithstanding  he  might  accept 
what  might  be  freely  offered  to  Lim;  and  that  if  the  schoolmaster  should 
penoife  any  adudar  doU  and  utterly  unable  to  learn  grammar,  he  should  apply 
audi  to  vrite^  zead,  and  oast  accooiita,  ao  tiiai  th^  apend  not  aU  thdr  time  m 
Tain.  The  baiUliDg  in  wbiob  the  acfaool  ia  kept  waa  eno^  in  1688  with  £100 
giren  for  that  porpoae  by  Sir  Edward  Moaley*  knigfat;  it  ia  oontigaoiia  to  the 
dnnebyaid,  and  contains  a  good  school-room  'with  tvro  aparimenta  above.  The 
lerenuea  of  the  schoolmaster  arise  from  the  annuity  of  £10  mentioned  in  the 
above  recited  instrument,  which  is  regularly  paid  by  the  dean  and  chapter  of 
Chichester  to  the  churchwardens  of  Rollcston,  and  by  them  to  the  .scfKXjhiKistcr, 
and  from  certain  small  allotments  made  ou  inclosures,  in  respect  of  the  &0I100I 
premises,  and  the  annual  produce  or  income  derived  under  the  gifts  and  bene- 
factions subsequently  mentioned. 

AixoTMENTS— 1.— One  perch  of  land  in  the  Outwoods,  allotted  in  1757. 
TUa  ia  let  Iqr  the  master  to  John  Hopkins,  for  aome  amall  ooondeiation,  agreed 
on  between  them. 

S.-<-EiTe  peiobes  of  land,  part  of  the  oommon  knda  at  Rolleaton,  allotted  in 
1808.  Tbia  pieoa  <tf  hud,  aoon  afUir  tiie  indoanie^  wia  gifen  iqi^  but  without  any 

eonveTancc  by  the  cfaiirchwardeus,  for  a  sum  of  £1  13a.  8d.,  for  which  thej  baTO 
since  paid  2s.  6d.  a-year,  as  interest,  to  the  schoolmaster. 

One  rood  and  30  perches,  part  of  Necdwood  f  orest^  allotted  in  1811.  Ulia 
land  is  If^t  bv  the  schoolmaster  for  13s,  a-year. 

ALMhHorsKs.— Win.  l^oiilston,  in  1672,  loft  the  fee  farm 
rents  of  Rollcston,  and  ius  lands  at  Actoii,  to  the  amount  of 
£100  per  annum,  to  be  charged  thus: — Schoolmaster,  £10; 
£2  to  the  scholars,  quarterly,  at  Easter,  ]\fidsummer,  St.  Ste- 
phen's, and  St.  MichaeFs-day ;  £6  each  to  six  almspeople ;  the 
remainder  to  be  lent,  free  of  interest,  **  to  poor  young  newly, 
married  people,"  on  aectirity,  for  four  years.  In  1708  and  1 750, 
two  decrees  of  Chancery  brought  these  into  operation.  The 
present  amonnt  of  the  income  is  £145 ;  the  schoolmafiter  gets 
£15,  the  scholars  £2,  and  the  ten  ahnspeople,  of  both  sexes, 
£113  6s.  Eight  have  48.,  two  of  them  Ss.  per  week,  and  20s. 
each  per  annum  for  coals  and  clothing. 

Florens  and  William  Caldwell  and  Thomas  Keeling  left  £87 
for  the  poor.  Hnmphrej  Moor  (1612),  Moss  Acre  Close,  now 
let  for  £6  per  annnm.  These  and  the  poor^s  money,  being 
£11  14s.  per  annnm,  are  given  away  on  St.  ThomasVday  to 
the  poor,  except  17s.  6d.,  paid  to  the  schoolmaster  under 
Moor's  gift,  and  78.  6d.  to  tiie  churchwardens. 

Kolleston  Church  has  348.  6d.  and  Us.  Id.  per  annum,  out  of 
the  inclosure  allotments  and  the  common  grass  land,  for  repairs. 
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MARCHINGTON. 

The  Chapeley  of  MAKrniNOTON  is  a  village,  having  about  500 
inhabitants,  and  2,710  acres  of  land,  four  miles  from  Uttoxefcer. 
The  copyhold  is  very  heavy,  being  subject  to  tines  equal  to  1^ 
year's  rent  with  the  best  beast  or  stack  as  a  heriot  on  the  death 
of  a  tenant. 

Whbildon's  Fbie  School. 

Bj  indenture  of  bargam  uud  sale,  ii;ited  the.  <)tli  March,  1781,  reciting  that 
Fimcit  Wheddon,  by  wUl,  dated  2nd  April,  1781,  derised  the  premises  after 
'  mcDtioned,  to  his  ocnm  Jofan  WlMeldaii  sad  h»  hdut,  rnlgeot  to  a  rant^luurgo 
of  £10  (to  be  applied  in  the  education  of  poor  ciiildTen,  m  after-mentknedX 
which  annuity  was  void  by  reason  of  the  statute  of  mortmaint  the  said  J<Aii 
Whoeldon  being  deairons  that  the  charitable  Intention  of  the  testator  should  be 
carried  into  execution,  granted,  bargained,  and  sold  to  the  Honourable  and  Rc7. 
Edward  Venables  YcmoTi,  rector  of  Sudbury,  in  the  county  of  Derby,  Stephen 
Jones,  Edward  Burton,  and  Thomas  Lawson,  and  tlieir  hcir^',  a  yearly  rent  of 
£10  to  be  issuing  out  of  a  messuage,  farm,  or  tenement,  and  lauds  thereunto 
belonging,  at  St  uhbey-Ianu,  in  the  }»Hrish  of  1  lanbury,  to  be  paid  by  two  equal 
payments,  ou  the  6lh  uf  April  and  iiid  ui  October,  in  every  year,  without 
deduction,  with  powers  of  dbtress  and  «ntr7  in  case  of  nou-payinent,  upon  tmsl^ 
that  the  tnistees  should  pay  the  annnity  to  the  minister,  ehapdwanienB  and 
overseers  of  the  poor  of  Marohington,  and  their  aoooeasors,  or  the  major  part  of 
them,  to  be  by  them  paid  to  the  schoolmaster  for  the  time  being,  to  be  nominated 
as  thereinafter  directed,  by  two  equal  half-yearly  payments,  on  the  October 
and  the  ]5th  of  April,  for  the  teaching  and  InstrueliMir  fourteen  poor  children, 
residing?  at  ^tarehington  and  Stubbey-lane,  to  read,  write,  and  learn  the 
catechisui,  at  some  convenient  place  at  Marchington;  and  that  ttie  schoolmaster 
and  fourteen  children  should  he  appointed,  and  from  time  to  time  continued, 
8u.sj)onded,  and  removed,  aiid  others  nominated  iu  their  room,  by  the  minister, 
chai^elwardens,  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  Marchingtuu,  or  the  major  part  of 
them,  as  thej shonld  thmk  fit:  and  if  there  should  be  wanting  in  Marchington 
and  Stnbber-laae  the  full  number  of  fourteen  poor  ohildTen,  entitled  to  the 
benefit  of  the  diarity,  tlie  number  should  tot  that  time  be  filled  up  from  the  other 
townshifB  or  hamlets  in  the  parisli  of  Hanbuj;  and  it  was  directed,  that  the 
children  should  not  be  admitted  under  the  age  of  six  years,  nor  continue  after 
thea^  of  fourteen;  and  that  the  ministiT,  chapel  wardens,  and  overseers  should 
have  powtr  to  make  rules  and  orders  fir  the  management  of  the  school,  to  be 
entered  in  a  book  to  be  provided  for  the  purpose:  And  it  was  further  provided, 
that  when  the  number  of  trustees  should  be  roducxxi  by  death  to  two,  or  less,  the 
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■urriTon  ahoold  ohoaee  othot  to  inake  up  tbe  nomliar  four,  mmI  dMvld  laaign 
the  NBidutige  to  tbe  use  of  thonuelTea,  and  snoh  nor  tnuteea,  upon  tbe  Hko 
tni9tB.  The  nutdiaise  of  £10  is  leoehred  tad  paid  to  a  achoolaiaattr  ti 
Marwhington,  for  teadiiiig  firarteea  ohildren,  as  dinctad  bj  the  donor.  About 
the  year  ISI61,  BOme  timber,  which  grew  on  the  Twenty  Aena  and  Lovecoat  Lands 
above  mentioned,  and  which  required  to  be  felled,  was  cat  down,  and  sold  for 
£120,  ami  was  appropriated  by  the  trustees  to  t!je  purpose  of  procuring 
instruction  for  an  additional  number  of  children  in  ^\  hecldou's  school.  The 
money  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  Francis  Calvert,  Esq.,  agent  to  Lord  Vernon, 
on  the  security  of  his  note  of  hand,  at  tive  per  cent,  interest.  Tliis  interest,  being 
£6  a*year,  ib  paid  to  the  schoolmaster,  with  a  further  sum,  raised  by  subscription, 
in  order  to  make  iqi  hia  salary  £2^  toot  wbkA  be  bistnuti  thirty  children,  boya 
and  girls,  in  reading,  writing  and  aoooants,Tis.;  fourteen  liom  Marebingtoo, 
devea  from  the  Woodlands,  and  five  from  Stnbbejr-Iane.  The  trustees  vitb  the 
minister  and  paridi  offiocK^  qqx»nt  the  master  and  the  di^^ 

A  Bohoolhoase^  oonsistiiig  of  a  residenoe  for  tlie  master, 

Mr.  J.  Spurgeon,  and  two  school-rooms,  were  built  in  the  year 
1816,  by  a  subscription,  and  co.st  about  £100.  The  master 
takes  other  scholars,  for  whom  he  is  paid,  and  there  are 
gcDtjially  sixty  or  seventy  children  in  the  school.  The  master's 
wife  aud  daughter  teach  the  girls  knitting  and  needlework. 

G£NE11AL  CHARITIES. 

Wimam  Hamson  (21st  James  L),  £4  128.  Sd.,  out  of 
LoTecoot-dosej  for  the  poor. 

H.  W.  and  T.  Boothby,  £24,  out  of  land  called  Twenty  Acres 
(purchased  on  the  10th  James  L,  with  £153),  for  the  poor. 
Allotment  land,  LS  per  annum. 

Francis  Towers,  12s.  per  annum,  out  of  Hawkshill,  for  the 
poor,  on  Good  Friday. 

Ralph  Biddulph,  5s.  per  annum,  out  of  Biddnlph  Pingle,  on 
Good  Friday,  for  the  poor. 

Fras.  "Wittering,  10s.  per  annum,  out  of  Ashby  i*ey8, — 5s. 
on  St.  Thomases-day,  and  5s.  on  Good  Friday. 

Henry  Chamberlain,  40s.  per  annum,  oat  of  a  house  in 
Aldersgate-street,  London. 

Edward  Porter  (1698),  208.  per  annum,  out  of  the  croft, 

Mr.  Porter  (1786),  £5  4s.,  out  of  Lord  Bagot's  Estate,  for 
tbe  poor. 
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YoxALL  is  a  large  well  built  Tillage^  seren  miles  north  of 
Lichfield,  on  the  Ashbonme-road.  The  parish  contains  1500 
inhabitants,  and  4800  acres  of  land.  This  place  is  rich  in 
benefactions,  amongst  which  are  the  following : — 

Twenty  acres  of  land  called  the  Town  Lands,  let  for  £50 
a^year  (donors  unknown),  deroted  to  the  repairs  of  the  church 
and  the  bridges. 

The  Chnrch  Lands  10a.  3b.  2p.  (donor  unknown),  rent  to 
the  aid  of  the  church-rate ;  also  £2  Ss.  8d.  per  annum  from 
the  Needwood  Forest  Inclosure,  making  together  £20  per  ami. 

The  Rev.  John  Spateman  (1736),  rent  of  Madam's  Meadow, 
£4  4s.  per  ann. ;  52s.  in  bread,  remainder  in  bo(jks  to  the  poor. 

Francis  Spateman,  rent  of  Town  Hill  Close,  '6k.  9p.,  £2  10s., 
for  providing  coats  for  the  poor. 

Thomas  Spateman,  Afrs.  Swinnerton,  and  Margaret  Burton, 
left         of  which  the  interest  is  given  in  bread  every  Sunda}'. 

Sarah  Taylor  and  Thomas  Taylor,  £3  ISs.  per  aunmu,  in 
Sunday  bread  to  the  poor. 

John  Richardson  (1697),  £2  IQs.  per  annum,  Ralph  Crosse 
(17UU),  £4  per  annum  to  the  poor,  in  money,  on  St.  Paul's-day. 

Catherine  Watson  and  H.  and  J.  Arden  left  jointly  SOs.  per 
annum,  to  be  distributed  on  Whit  Sunday. 

Mrs.  F.  Biddulph,  £4  per  annum,  out  of  Fenholm  Close,  on 
St.  James*s-day. 

John,  Nicholas,  and  Francis  Millington,  Mr.  Balph  Wright, 
Mr.  Salt,  and  Mr.  W.  Bobotham,  left  £3  46.  per  annum,  for  the 
poor,  on  St.  Thomas's-day. 

Richard  Crosse  left  the  rents  of  the  Big  Car  (land),  for  the 
maintenance  of  six  widows  of  deceased  parishioners.  To  this 
was  added  4a.  2b.  2p.  of  the  inclosure,  which  together  let  for  £40 
per  annum. 

Bell's  and  Sutton's,  interest  ci  15s.  per  annum,  to  the  poor, 
on  Good  Friday. 
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FREE  SCHOOL  AND  OTHER  CHARITIES. 


Thomas  Tatlo&'s  CHABtrr.^Thomas  Taylor,  by  bis  will,  dated  lOth 
Febroaiy,  1696,  and  proved  at  Liehfidd  Stb  April,  1700,  devised  to  Martha 
Kinaon  and  her  hears, »  piece  of  pastote  land  in  Yoxall,  snligect  to  the  payment 

thereout  of  20s.,  to  be  bestowed  in  cloth  yearly  to  make  two  ooats  for  two  ponr 
men,  at  the  discretion  of  the  fcofTecs  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  pari^ ;  and 

be  gnve  out  of  the  piece  of  Iniid  10s.  yr-arly  towards  the  mainten?mce  nf  a  school- 
master within  the  parish  of  Voxitli,  his  hoosc  or  cottage  lying  at  lludlcy  End,  in 
tlie  parish,  for  ever,  for  tuaching  und  instructing  five  poor  ehildreu  of  the  parish, 
at  the  discrotion  of  his  wife  during  her  life,  and  after  her  decease,  of  the  minister 
and  feoflces.  lie  also  gave  32s.  to  be  distributed  yearly  to  the  poor  in  white 
bread,  at  ISd.  the  Sunday,  to  begin  the  first  Sunday  after  Lady-day. 

Sabae  Tailor's  Cbasitt.— Sarah  Taylor  (wife  of  the  pieoedinff),  by  her 
will,  dated  3rd  Jannaiy,  1714,  devised  four  seres  of  meadow  lanc^  lying  in  a 
oertun  meadow  in  the  paiiah  of  Yozall,  oalled  the  New  BAykB,  "to  the  feofliees^ 
minister,  chordiwardens,  and  overseers  of  Ihc  poor  of  the  parish  of  Yoxall  afore- 
said,"  in  tnist,  that  the  fcoiVces,  &c.  should  yearly  out  of  the  rents  and  profits 
pay  328.  to  the  i>oor  of  Yoxall,  to  be  dealt  in  a  dole  of  liread,  in  the  same  manner 
as  tliat  was  that  was  left  theni  by  her  husband,  und  to  make  good  a  dole  of  bread 
left  by  her  husband's  will ;  and  also  to  pay  £3  12s.  every  year  out  of  tlie  rents 
and  profits,  to  a  schoolmaster  in  Yoxall,  for  the  teaching  and  instructing  nine 
bo>b  to  read  and  write  and  cast  accounts,  which  made  up  the  live  boys'  schooling 
that  her  hosband  gave  in  his  last  wiU,  fonrtosn;  five  of  which  boys  shonid  be 
diesen  ont  of  the  Beeves  End,  in  YoxaQ,  and  the  other  fonr  to  be  of  the  poorest 
parents^  children  in  the  parish  of  YoxalL  The  schoolmaster  to  be  deoted  by  her 
ezecators  daring  their  liveB»  and  afterwards  by  the  feoffees  snd  minister  of  ToxaU, 
and  their  successors. 

The  school-house  given  by  the  will  of  Thomas  Taylor,  waa  afterwards  exchanged 
for  another  house  in  Yoxall,  where  the  school  wa3  sul)sequently  kept.  It  appears 
from  rntri<'s  in  the  l)ooks  of  (he  trust e(^s  of  (he  town  lands,  that  this  excharsfre 
was  effected  about  the  year  172.>,  and  that  £.."'>()  was  i>aid  as  u  consideration  for  it. 
The  house  so  received  in  exchange  was  previously  occupied  by  one  Thomas 
Coibett,  together  with  a  croft  adjoining,  and  he  is  stated  in  the  books  to  have 
paid  to  the  feoffees  £1 6s.  as  a  years's  rent^  "for  that  part  of  his  premises  which 
belonged  to  them."  It  is  not  specified  what  part  this  was,  bat  the  honse  has 
since  been  a  free  lesidenoe  for  the  schoolmaster. 

Upon  the  inolosnre  of  Needwood  Forest,  in  the  1800,  an  sUotmeot  was 
made  to  the  trustees  of  Yoxall  school,  in  resjiect  of  the  school-house  and  land,  of 
1a.  Sr.  19p.  This  allotment  was  inclosed  by  the  tnistsea^  and  the  occupation 
was  given  to  ihf>  then  schoolmaster,  Thomas  Hall,  who  managed  it,  together  with 
thf^  f'Mir  a'-res  called  the  New  Rayles,  for  his  own  emolument. 

I.  IK)n  the  death  of  Tliumas  Hall  in  1S12,  his  daughter,  .h  iiny  Hall,  took  pos- 
session of  all  the  school  premises,  and  kept  on  the  school,  but  was  never  appointed 


Digitized  by  Google 


TOXALi.  FHBfi  SCHOOL. 


459 


to  the  situation,  nor  were  any  children  sent  to  her  by  the  minister  or  bgr  the 
representatives  of  the  trustees,  (at  that  time  there  were  no  trustees  surviving). 
Till  Lady-day,  lbl4,  she  paid  to  Mrs.  Ann  Smith,  as  heir  at  l  '''r  'if  the  surviving 
trustee,  the  rent  of  £1  oa.,  wheu  she  deelined  to  pay  it  any  lunger,  thQui:h  she 
continued  to  pay  the  £1  T2s.  per  annum  fur  bread  ehur^^ed  on  tlic  New  Jiayles 
by  Mrs.  Taylor.  This  persou  appears  to  have  fontietl  au  erroueous  uotiou,  tliat 
alw had handf  Bomeikletothc  property,  audit  ww  not  tillasmt  in  Chanoeiy 
had  been  oommenoed  against  her  hy  the  tnistecs  in  1819,  that  she  was  indaced  to 
gire  np  the  poaaeasion. 

Hie  school  lands  were  afterwaarda  let  by  fender  to  Amoe  Brown,  aa  fmant 
form  year  to  year,  via.  the  New  Rayles  meadow  for  £1:2  8«»  6d.,  and  the  allotment 
for  £6  159.  6d.  a-year,  making  together  £19  4s.  A  large  aud  substantial  school- 
room has  been  built  on  the  trround  bclong^ing  to  the  school-house,  by  means  of 
voluntary  contributions,  with  the  intention  of  tran.sfernns:  to  these  premises  a 
National  School,  whieh  has  been  for  some  time  establislied  iu  the  pitrish ;  the 
schoolmaster  to  have  the  use  of  the  hou-se,  whieh  the  trustees  put  into  snbstautial 
repair,  as  a  residence,  aud  to  pay  him  tcu  guiueus  a-year,  viz.  £10  fi^ai  the  reut  ot 
the  land,  and  10a.  the  rent-elarge  given  by  Thomas  Taylor,  on  condition  of  his 
teaching  fonrteen  poor  bqya  of  the  pansb,  to  be  appouited  by  the  trustees  and 
niniatrav  pursuant  to  the  wills  of  Mr.  and  Mra.  Taylor. 

Mr.  Michael  Smith  is  schoolmaBter  and  teaches  these  14 
poor  boys  free.  The  rent-charge  of  IDs.  given  hj  Thomas 
Tayloi-j  is  regularly  paid  out  of  a  piece  of  pasture  land  called 
Slad^s  Park^  part  of  a  farm  at  Hadley  End^  the  property  of 
Mr.  Robert  Harvey. 

Annuity  for  Clothing. — ^The  annuity  of  208.  for  clothing, 
charged  by  the  will  of  'J'homaa  Taylor  on  the  same  laud  with 
the  lOs.  to  the  schoolmaster,  is  paid  by  the  tenant  of  the  land 
called  Slack^s  Park,  to  the  trustees.  It  is  added  to  a  benefaction 
of  Mr.  Francis  Spateman,  and  applied  in  providing  coats  ^ 
poor  men. 


HOPWAS. 

The  Hamlet  of  Hop  was  is  from  one  to  two  miles  from 
Tamworth,  in  which  parish  it  is  situated. 

Barnes's  School. — By  indenture  of  release,  dated  6th 
January,  1724,  Thomas  Barnes  granted  to  Richard  Swyfen^ 
and  four  otherSj  their  heirs  and  assigns^  his  new-built  messuage^ 
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situate  in  the  village  of  Hopwas,  and  all  that  croft  or  backside 
acyoiniiig  and  belonging  thereto,  upon  trust,  to  permit  the 
person  who  should  be  chosen  to  teach  the  children  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  village  of  Hopwas  to  inhabit  the  same  hooae, 
and  receive  to  his  own  nse  the  issues  and  profits  of  the  housej 
and  all  other  the  premises^  for  such  time  as  he  should  be  so 
chosen  or  nominated,  paying  therefore  an  annnify  of  10s. 
charged  thereon,  and  also  defraying  the  charges  of  futmre  trust 
conveyances,  and  keeping  the  house  in  repaur;  and  that  the 
trustees  shonld  nominate  snch  person  as  they  should  think 
proper  to  instmct  the  children,  inhabitants  of  the  Tillage,  in 
the  reading  and  knowledge  of  the  English  tongue,  in  some 
proper  apartment  in  the  house,  snch  dbildren  not  to  exceed  the 
a^e  of  fifteen  years,  and  in  trust,  that  when  the  trustees  should 
be  reduced  by  death  to  three,  the  survivors  should  convey  the 
premises  to  the  use  of  luoinsclves,  r.nd  such  others  as  they 
should  appoint,  upon  the  trusts  aforesaid.  Besides  the  pre- 
mises thus  conveyed  there  is  an  allotment  awarded  to  the 
trustees  on  the  inelosing  of  Hopwas  common,  contnining 
2a.  2k.  14p.  Part  of  the  croft  belonging  to  the  lionso^  amount- 
ing to  1r.  l-^'^P.  wa*?  taken  by  the  Coventry  Canal  Company,  in 
1787,  for  the  purposes  of  their  na\ngation,  for  which  they  pay 
an  annual  compensation  of  1 7s.  2^d, 

The  whole  of  the  premises,  including  the  allotment,  are  in 
the  hands  of  the  schoolmistress,  Jane  Marlow,  who  is  appointed 
by  the  trustees ;  she  inhabits  the  house,  and  either  occupies  or 
lets  the  land.  The  value  of  the  whole  is  estimated  at  about 
£14  a-year.  The  allotment  is  poor  land.  The  schoolmistress 
instructs  as  many  children  of  Hopwas  as  the  parents  choose  to 
send  her,  gratuitously,  in  reading  and  spelling ;  if  the  girls  are 
also  tauglit  to  work,  she  is  paid  for  it.  The  average  number  of 
children  in  the  school  is  about  20.  The  10s.  charged  on  tho 
house  is  paid  by  the  schoolmistress  to  the  churchwardens  of 
Whittington,  in  suti. '^faction  of  the  charity  of  Matthew  Wight- 
wick,  to  that  parish. 
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Bbibblit  Hili.,  in  the  above  parish^  oontaining  7000  people^  k 
celebrated  as  the  place  where  it  is  said  that  Satan  made  his* 
will;  after  that  sad  ondertaki ug,  he  "staggered  on  to  Dadley 
Wood  Soidej  where  he  laid  him  down  and  doide^"  as  manj 
of  the  inhabitants  profoundly  believe.  Whether  he  thought 
the  neighbourhood  was  likely  to  eclipse  his  own  in  the  fierce 
elements  and  dense  obi?eurity  for  which  both  are  notorious,  it 
is  liard  to  say ;  but  that  such  was  probably  the  case^  the  following 
dibtich  goes  far  to  prove  : — 

"  When  SaUn  stood  at  Brierley  Hill,  and  far  around  it  gvzed, 
B«  nid,  T  iMTW  more  aiiaU  feel  at  hell'e  Seroe  i«aM«  aoMsed.*' 

Coal  and  ironstone  were  got  here  so  early  as  the  46th  of 
Edward  III.  The  firiit  cuiuio  at  Brierley  iiill,  was  the  llev. 
Thomas  Moss,  B.A.,  author  of  the  "  Beggar's  Petition,"  he 
he  was  afterwards  domestic  chaplain  to  the  Marquis  of  btafibrd^ 
at  Trent  ham. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  following,  that  the  schoolhouse  is  lost 
to  the  parish,  and  indeed  nearly  all  the  other  charities  of  this 
parish  (Kingswinford),  appear  to  have  been  swallowed  up  one 
by  one.    The  following  is  the  list  of  those  in  operation : — 

Elizabeth  Dancer  and  John  Hodgetts,  Esq.,  of  Prestwood 
Hall,  £10  from  two  allotments  on  Ash  wood  Hay,  given  at  the 
encloflare  of  1776,  in  lieu  of  land  left  by  them. 

Edward  Molyneux,  interest  of  £A0,  left  for  distribution  bj 
the  churchwardens  for  the  poor. 

Ann  Dudley,  1784,  interest  of  £50  for  the  poor. 

Thomas  Taylor,  1835,  interest  of  £100  for  the  poor  of 
Wall  Heath. 

James  Batson,  interest  of  £100  for  the  poor  of  Kingswinford 
and  Ambleoote. 

Not  in  operation. — Elizabeth  Hodgetts,  1716,  interest  of 
£100  for  four  poor  maids  or  widows  yearly.   This  was  lost  by 

the  insolvency  of  one  Simon  Mountford. 

Grey  Smart  left  £10  for  poor  colliers*  widows — lost  by  the 
insolvency  of  one  Thomas  Guest. 

3h 
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■■        Lloyd,  interest  of  i-')2  for  tlie  poor — lost. 

— —  Wood,  intcri'st  of  C'20  for  the  poor — lost  In-  its  l)t'ing 
in  the  hands  of  Bcnjn.  Brettell,  who  died  without  traui?fen  mg  it, 

Dudley  Brettell,  20a.  yearly  on  St.  Tliomas's-day — lost. 

Richard  Keelinge  (1766),  10s.  every  Christmas-day,  out  of 
Mr.  Dudley  Brettell's  estate^  for  the  poor.  This  was  lost  by 
a  Chancery  suit. 

SCHOOL  AT  BBIEBLET  HILL, 
(yiw  Strnwhriiffg,  Womettenkire.) 
ThefieiF.  Fm.  AshiiiliQrBt  hj  will,  di4ed  14ih  Kovember,  1701,  gave  the  hoine 
wbidi.he  had  built  for  saobool,  at  Biierkr  Hill  in  Sjogawinford  pariali,  to  his 
eldest  aoD  and  biabeics  for  ever,  m  tniat,  for  the  sae  of  poor  cUldren  to  be  taught 
to  read;  for  which  end  he  gave  £80  to  be  laid  out  bx  hia  ddeat  aon  in  land,  the 
rent  to  be  paid  by  his  son  and  bis  heirs  to  such  persons  aa  he  and  they  shonld 
nominate,  to  teach  poor  diililrcn  there;  and  he  directed  the  sum  of  £80  to  be 
paid  ont  of  his  rv\\\  (••st;i(f  in  llir  rntiiity  of  Drrlir,  if  his  personal  estate  should 
not  be  sutliciciit.  The  Iion.sf  almvf  drvised  hsis  beeu  occuiiird  by  a  family  of  the 
name  of  WurU  for  four  ^fuerations,  the  last  beine  Josrj)li  Ward,  eldest  sou  of 
Jolm  Ward,  who  vviis  tlie  only  son  of  WiUiam  \\  ard,  both  of  whom  arc  dead. 
•Toseph  Ward's  grandfather  was  placed  in  the  house  about  a  century  ago,  and  he 
went  to  live  with  him  when  quite  s  ebild ;  be  heard  from  hia  grandfiather,  that  be 
was  first  plaoed  in  the  honae  by  Mr.  Keeling,  one  of  the  prindpsl  inhsbitantB, 
who  gave  bim  the  key  of  one  Whitthmjiain,  who  had  taught  achool  there.  The 
grandfather,  father,  and  son,  all  lived  in  the  house  together  till  the  death  of  the 
former.  William  Ward  taught  school  in  the  house  as  longr  hs  he  lived,  but  since 
liis  death  no  school  has  l)ccii  held  there.  Joseph  Watd  never  hcjird  this  house 
was  left  for  f  hf*  imqjosc  of  a  school ;  but  that  his  ^rnnHf.if  her  made  a  will,  leaving 
tlie  house  to  him  on  roiidition  tliat  he  jiaid  to  his  trraiiJmetlier  9d.  a  week  as  long 
as  she  lived,  and  after  her  deaJh  Od.  a  week  to  his  fatlier  for  life ;  that  he  ilid  pay 
these  sums,  ftrst  to  his  grandmother,  and  then  to  his  father,  till  tlic  ueatli  of  the 
latter.  The  wUl  waa  never  proved  and  it  ia  not  now  to  be  found.  There  is  no 
ground  whatever  bdonging  to  the  house,  but  merely  the  site  it  ooonpies^  Josqpih 
Ward  put  it  into  repair,  at  an  expense  of  about  £90.  It  is  redioned  to  be  worth 
£4  or  £5  a-year  William  Ward  nsod  to  rraetve  a  ponny  or  three-halfpence  per 
week  from  the  children  coming  to  his  shcool.  He  received  no  other  psy,  and  the 
sobool  never  had  the  benefit  of  any  endowment.  In  the  returns  made  to  Parlia- 
ment in  the  bequest  of  £S0  by  ^^r.  Ashinhurst  is  mentioned;  and  it  is 
added,  that  it  is  not  known  when  paid,  auJ  that  no  further  iidormation  could  be 
priven  rcsj>ectiiig  it.  The  endowment  must  now,  then  fore,  he  considered  as  lost ; 
hut  tlicre  can  be  no  question  asto  the  identity  of  the  house,  or  that  in  fact  it  belongs 
to  the  charity.  This  ciraunstance,  mdced,  has  beeu  known  all  the  time  to  the 
psrishioners,  thotigh  they  have  taken  no  stc^  to  leoover  poaaeasion  of  it. 
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CANNOCK. 


Canxock  is  a  large  villatre^  midway  botwoen  Walsall  and 
Statlbrd.  Dugdaltr  says  tlint  Jleiiry  T.  had  a  summer  residcncG 
here.  It  was  once  a  fashionable  watering  placp,  tVoin  the 
\nrtues  of  the  Keaumore  hill  well.  There  are  20,0U0  acres  of 
land  in  this  ]i<irish,  and  only  y,000  ]iPople.  Cannock  Cliaso 
umbraces  id^OUO  acres  of  inclosed,  and  14^000  of  unindosed  land. 

THE  SCHOOL. 

The  following  account  appears  in  the  report  of  the  Charity 

Commissioners  : — 

"  By  indenture,  dated  lit  September,  1727.  between  Thomas  Wood,  son  and 
beir  oi' Tliuiiuis  Wood,  dccenscd,  the  surviving  fcotlVc  ol"  tiie  schooiljouse,  with 
the  appurtenances  in  C'iiniiuck,  aftLT-incntioned,  of  tiie  one  part,  and  Sir  Edward 
Littletuu  and  olliert>,  of  tbe  other  part,  reciting  that  Jolin  \\  uud,  luiiiierly  of 
Pftternoater-row,  Ijondon,  gentleman,  deceased,  granted  to  certain  feoiTccs  and 
their  hem,  a  hooae  in  CSannock,  for  a  aofaoolhooM^  and  to  be  used  and  enjoyed 
a acboobiMter,  for  teaofaing  and  instnicting  children  to  read  in  QuuooJc;  he, 
Thomas  Wood,  for  perpetaatmg  the  pmnttee  to  the  diaritahle  uua  aforeeaid, 
enfieoffeed  and  conveyed  onto  Sir  Edward  Littleton  and  others,  and  their  heir^ 
the  n^f  ssungc  or  tenement  then  used  as  a  schoolhouse,  in  trust,  to  cmi^j  the 
smnc  lor  ;i  sulioolhouae,  and  for  tlie  maintenance  of  a  sehoohnastcr  there,  accord- 
ing to  the  intent  of  thcsaid  Jolm  W<>od,  the  donor,  md  upon  trust,  that  when 
there  should  only  be  three  fcollccs  living,  the  survivors  should  convey  the  premisea 
to  the  use  of  themselves  and  four  other  good  and  auflicicnticoirccs,  or  more,  upon 
the  trusts. 

"By  mdentore,  dated  87th  December,  1768,  between  John  Biddulph,  Esq.,  of 
the  one  part,  and  Sir  Walter  Wagstaff  Bagot^  Sn  Sdward  Uttleton,  and  otherat 
the  then  feoibes  of  the  sohool  premises,  of  the  other  part,  John  Biddulph,  in  eon< 

sideration  of  5s.  enfeoffed  and  oouveyed  unto  the  parties  of  the  second  part,  and 
their  heirs,  a  meadow  or  piece  of  land  in  Cunnoek,  called  the  Pool  Yard,  alias  Pool 
Yort,  in  trust,  to  permit  and  suffer  the  schoolmaster,  for  the  time  being,  lawfully 

plarrd  in  the  sehoolhouse  at  Cfinnoek,  to  receive  the  rents  nnd  profits  nf  tlie  land 
for  his  nudntonancc  for  ever,  and  also,  in  trust,  that  wlu  u  there  siu<uhl  he  living'- 
only  three  feoffees,  the  survivors  shoulcl  convey  the  premises  to  the  use  of  them- 
selves and  four  others,  upon  the  trusts. 
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€AKKOCK  CHAJUTrBB. 


• 


" By  indenture,  dated  Ut  Febnuury,  1808.  reciting  the  indentiira*  and  tiul  Sir 
Edward  Littleton,  Bart.,  was  the  surviving  feoffi-e  of  the  premises  therein  respec- 
tively mentioned,  he,  Sir  Edward  Littleton,  enfeotTt-d  and  conveyed  the  school- 
house,  and  also  the  meadow  called  Pool  Yard,  alias  Pool  Yort,  to  the  Hon. 
Edward  Monckton,  Kdwju-d  Monektou  the  younger,  Phiueas  Ilussey,  John  Wal- 
honse,  the  Hev.  Richard  Slaney,  Henry  Crockett,  Juhn  Perrott,  Wiliiain  Carey, 
and  three  others  since  deceased,  upon  the  trusts  in  the  recited  indentures  respec- 
tiTely  mantioned,  wiih  a  sioulBr  power  as  to  the  appointment  of  new  feoffisca. 

*'  By  indenture,  dated  17th  December,  1768,  John  Biddulph,  Esq.,  of  Cannock, 
granted  to  Sit  Walter  Wa«ataff  Bagot,  and  others,  a  piece  of  freehold  land, 
tainiag  60  jards  in  length,  and  18ft  in  bnadth,  lying  at  the  back  of  the  M3hool« 
howe^  in  Cannook  (and  wbioh,  hj  another  deed  of  the  lOthof  the  same  Deoember, 
it  appears  that  he  had  porehased  for  £86),  in  traiti  to  permit  the  schoolmaster, 
for  the  time  being,  who  should  be  possessed  of  flie  sohoolhoase^  to  leoeive  the 
rents  and  profits  thereof,  and  also  to  oocnpr  the  same  as  a  garden,  so  long  as  bA 
shonhl  he  schoolmaster  there. 

"  It  further  appears  that  John  Bidduljili  piitf  li^.sed  the  piece  of  land  called 
the  Pool  Yard,  in  October,  1752,  with  the  sum  of  £UXj." 

The  schoolhoase  and  garden  are  occupied  by  a  schoolmaster 
at  Cannock^  Mr.  G.  Sydenham,  appointed  by  the  tmatees  at 
Midsmmnerj  1859.  He  lets  the  Pool  Yard,  which  oontoiiia 
aboat  two  acres,  for  £8  a  year.  The  schoolmaster  keeps  a 
school,  and  takes  only  foor  free  scholars. 


GENERAL  CHARITIES. 

WiUiam  Allport  (1567),  10s.  William  Wilson  (1623),  lOs. 
William  Goldsnuth  (1702),  40s.  John  Tiomin,  £10  lOs.  John 
Perrot  (1707),  £8.  Haiy  Chapman,  £2.  All  these  axe  distri. 
bated  on  Christmas-day. 

Ann  Davis,  08.  to  the  poor  of  Leacroft.  Henry  Smythe 
(1614),  £5  for  weekl  v  In  ead  at  tlie  church.  Hngh  Gratly,  59. 
for  the  poor  of  Huntington.  John  Stalcy  (1C9U),  £1  for  the 
poor  of  Huntington.  F.  Stubba,  Ss.  for  the  poor  of  Huntington. 
Unknown,  £  I  for  the  poor  of  Huntington.  H.  Short,  lOs.  for 
the  poor  of  Great  Wyrley.  Ann  and  Alice  Greensill,  ISs.  to 
the  poor  of  Great  Wyrley. 
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PENN. 


Penn  is  a  large  parish  of  3890  acres,  and  about  1000  people, 
distant  two  miles  from  Wolverlianipton  on  the  Stourbridge  road. 
The  free  schools  are  conducted  by  Mr.  James  Dalton  and  Mrs. 
Tottey ;  it  is  endowed  with  a  yearly  sum  of  £104,  for  which  all 
the  boys  and  girls  in  the  parish  are  admitted  free;  of  the  income, 
£94  *18  derived  from  75  acres  of  land  and  buildings  at  Edwinbach, 
bequeathed  in  1669,  by  the  Rot.  Charles  Wynn,  for  the  education 
and  the  purchase  of  Bibles  for  the  children — ^the  other  £10  was 
left  by  Jh.  Baphael  Sedgwick  in  1747,  being  a  rent -charge  on  an 
estate  at  Penn.  Sedgwick's  almshouses  (1728)  were  also  lefl:  by 
the  doctor,  with  £25  for  five  almspeople — he  died  in  1747,  but 
the  almshouses  were  not  commenced  till  1760;  the  then  owner 
of  the  estate  (Mr,  Bradney),  was  compelled  to  pay  8|  years* 
arrears,  viz. : — ^£218  158.  Od.  This  interest  was  laid  out  in 
£464  19s.  Id.,  thn  0  per  cent.  con.  aim.  The  almspeople  there- 
fore have  €7  15s.  (id.  each.— liichard  Evans  left  for  the  poor 
£2  per  aunum  out  of  a  farm  house  at  Penn. — I'oor  land  and  Dead 
Lad's  Gravepiecej  £6  per  annum  rents  for  the  poor. 

[From  iAe  Ckariii^  Oommimfmm^  Report.^ 

Aucfi  Green's  JDole. 

It  appean  from  our  3rd  report,  that  Alice  Green  gave  an  annaitr  of  Us.  6d.  to 
the  poor  of  the  pariah  of  Little  Wenlock,  in  Shropshire,  payable  out  of  an  estate 
called  the  Dairy  House  Farm,  in  Brierley,  in  the  parish  of  Scdgley,  in  this  county. 

When  we  inquired  into  the  charities  of  Penn,  in  the  year  1820-1,  we  were  in* 
formed  that  one  .Vlicc  Green  :Jso  gave  an  annuity  of  the  same  amount,  and  pay- 
able out  of  the  same  estate,  to  the  poor  of  this  parish,  IDs.  of  which  was  to  be 
given  to  them,  and  the  other  la.  Gd.  to  the  churchwardens  for  their  trouble  in 
reoeiviug  it.  Our  informant,  the  oimichwarden,  stated  that  this  annual  sum  had 
been  reoeiTed  Mr.  FieUhoDS^  a  fianner  vicar,  and  lie  liad  aeen  a  copy  of  a 
receipt  ghren  by  bim  lor  the  amount  of  tbe  yeiriy  pByment  to  ICr.  Hoo^  tbe  then 
owner  of  the  farm.  This  rea^ift^bovever,ooii]d  not  tben  be  found. 

It  appeared  also,  on  our  inquiry  into  the  charitieB  of  Wolvnbampton  (see  4th 
Report,  p.  963),  that  one  Alice  Green  bad  charged  the  above  tarm,  by  deed,  wHh 
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the  paynicul  of  20s.  to  the  puor  of  VVulverhainptou,  auii  2s».  to  the  church warilens 
thereof;  and  ebo  thai,  on  the  benefaction  table  of  that  town,  thia  Alice  Green 
inu  desoribedaa  the  daofl^ter  of  John  Garbett^  of  Lover  Fenn.  Tlieannttitieato 
Little  Wenlock  and  WolTerbampton  were  paid,  and  admitted  to  bis  exiatinff 
charges  on  the  farm.  AH  these  cdrcamstanoes,  togetiher  with  the  fact  that  tbe 
charity  and  name  of  the  donor  are  mentioned  in  the  fariiamentaiy  Eetoms  of 
17S6,  under  the  head  of  thia  parish,  appeared  to  us,  on  the  occasion  of  our 
inquiry  into  the  charities  of  Penn,  to  give  probability  to  the  claim  on  behalf  of 
the  ix)or  of  that  parish,  but  we  delayed  our  report  until  we  could  obtain  some 
fiirtlier  information  respecting  it,  and. we  have  lately  prooared  the  fuliowius 
additional  evidence : — 

The  receipt  above-mentioned  has  been  fonnJ  and  produot  J  to  ns  ;  it  is  ilati-d 
2yth  March,  1790,  and  in  the  handwriting  ol  and  signed  by  the  liev.  lU'ujaiiiiu 
Fieldhonsc,  the  then  viear,  and  is  as  follows : — "  Received  of  Thomas  11  oo,  Esti., 
by  the  licv.  Mr.  Best,  ]ls.  Gd.,  beins'  a  dole  payable  out  of  the  Dairy  Farm,  to 
the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Pciin,  due  Lady-day  hist,  by  me,  B.  Kieldhouse." 

The  Mr.  Best  mentioned  as  the  party  throutrli  v,  ;i->iii  the  money  was  paid  was 
a  friend  of  Mr.  Hoo,  the  owner  of  the  property,  iuiii  the  receipt  was  obtained  by 
the  parish  from  his  widow. 

An  inhabitant  of  this  parish,  who  was  in  the  service  of  Mr.  I'ieldhuuse  in  the 
year,  179L  (in  which  year  he  died),  stated  to  us  that  she  remembered  hia  making 
applications  to  Mr.  Best  fora  dole  that  used  to  b«  paid  ont  of  the  Dairy  Farm. 
The  money  when  received  was  laid  out  in  bread  made  up  into  threepenny  loaves, 
six  of  which  were  given  by  Mr.  fleldhouse,  or  his  curate,  to  poor  widows  on 
Snnday  after  morning  service  occasionally,  until  the  money  was  expended.  She 
used  to  take  the  bread  into  the  church  on  Sunday,  and  give  it  to  the  parish  clerit. 
Our  informant  liad  lived  in  this  parish  since  the  death  of  Mr.  Fieldbooae.  HcT 
evidence  was  contirmcd  by  that  of  another  respectable  inhabitant. 

There  are  no  other  bread  eharities  for  the  parish,  exrept  "Hvans's,  which  la 
given  away  in  twoi)euuy  loaves  on  Christmas  and  New-year's  days. 

It  did  not  ai)]x^ar  that  any  dtstribntion  in  respect  of  the  charity  had  been 
made  since  the  death  of  Mr.  rieldhouse. 

"We  are  informed  that  tlie  eharities  of  Alice  fireen,  were  given  abont  the 
begiuiug  of  the  17th  ceutury.  The  rarliiiuicntary  lieiurns  give  the  year  ltK>G  as 
the  date  of  her  will.  We  have  searched  for  it  from  the  year  1606  to  1019,  and 
fitom  1655  to  1666,  without  success. 

The  Dairy  House  Farm  now  belongs  to  Edward  Hodgetts  Foley,  E.s(i.,  and 
Sir  Edward  Dolman  Scott,  Bart.,  to  whom  we  commuuicated  the  above  facts ; 
and  OIL  onr  representatbnih^  have  agreed  to  pay  the  annnity  in  question  regn< 
lady  inlntnxe,  andaix year's  arrears.  We  have  forwarded  aooordingly  to  the 
minister  and  parisb  officers  of  thia  parish  an  anthoiity  to  reoeiTe  %  under  the 
proviaionB  of  the  Act  confming  on  na  that  power. 
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PATTINGHAM. 


Pattingham  is  a  pleasant  village,  six  miles  ^Ncst  of  Wolver- 
hampton, and  here  the  Wrokiii  and  the  iShrojishirc  liills  are 
full  in  view ;  the  pai  ish  contaiu.s  4,20U  acres  of  land,  and  about 
1,000  people :  part  of  it  is  in  Shropshire. 

FREE  SCHOOL. 

In  a  surrender  of  the  poor's  land,  entered  on  the  court 
rolls  of  the  10th  of  November,  1702,  it  is  stated,  that  the 
school-house  bad  then  been  built  on  a  piece  of  land  belonging 
to  the  trustees  for  the  poor;  bat  the  earliest  notice  of  any 
endowment  for  education,  is  in  the  court  rolls  of  the  13th  of 
September,  1725,  when  Edward  Devey,  of  Wolverhampton, 
surrendered  a  close  of  land  called  Rndge  Pitts,  in  the  manor 
of  Pattingham,  containing  by  estimation  2(  acres,  to  the  use 
of  William  Plymlej,  his  heirs  and  a^^^igns,  and  William 
Plyraley  being  admitted,  surrendered  the  premises  to  the  use 
of  James  Browne  and  others,  in  trust,  to  employ  the  rents  and 
profits  for  the  teaching  and  instructing  poor  children,  bom  in 
the  parish  of  Pattingham  and  Budge  (which  is  a  township  in 
the  parish),  to  read  English.  On  the  11th  of  June,  173(5, 
Thomas  Mullinor  surrendered  60  perches  of  land  in  one  of  the 
common  fields  of  Pattingham,  called  Stomberlow  Hill  Field,  to 
the  use  of  the  same  trustee v^,  nnd  upon  similar  trusts  to  the 
above;  and  ou  the  18th  of  October,  1790,  James  Brown,  as 
survivor  of  the  trustees,  surrendered  a  piece  of  land  in 
Pattingham,  containing  by  estimation  2^  acres,  and  another 
piece  of  bind  there,  containing  by  estimation  one-third  of  an 
acre,  to  other  trustees,  their  lieirs  and  assigns,  in  trust,  for  the 
rents  and  profits  to  be  disposed  of  for  the  education  of  eight 
poor  children  at  the  public  free  school  at  Pattingham. 
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468  PATTIKGHAX  VRKK  SCBOOt. 

The  quantity  of  land  claimed  by  the  trustees  of  the  school, 
and  allowed  on  the  sanrey  taken  under  tbe  iDclosure  act,  was 
2a.  Sr.  24p.  The  commissioner,  by  his  award,  assigned  to 
them  two  allotments,  ooniaming  together  2a.  2b.  8p.  (a  defihl- 
cation  in  quantity  to  be  accounted  for  in  the  same  manner  aa 
that  which  took  place  with  respect  to  the  church  and  poor's 
lands],  in  full  satisfaction  for  their  right  and  interest  in  the 
residue  of  the  lands  within  the  manor^  by  the  act  directed  to 
be  divided,  allotted,  and  inclosed.  We  hare  already  seen  that 
one  of  these  allotments,  containing  86  perches,  was  afterwards, 
UDiler  the  authority  of  the  act,  exchanged  with  the  trustees  of 
the  poor's  laud,  for  a  piece  of  land  cuuiaiiiing  two  perches, 
with  the  school-house  built  tbereou.  The  school-room  was 
some  time  ago  used  by  the  parish  as  a  workhouse :  and  it 
appears  that  certain  nrticlcs  of  agreement  wore  entt  ied  into 
in  the  year  170;^,  by  wliich  the  tnustocs  npfinuMl  to  ])ay  the 
schoolmaster  12s.  a-year  for  the  use  of  the  free  school,  to  be 
occupied  by  the  pai*ish  for  setting  on  foot  and  establishing  a 
manufactory  therein.  It  does  not  however  appear  that  this  123. 
a-year  was  (Tver  paid.  The  room  was  occupied  but  a  short 
time  by  the  parish,  and  then  fell  into  a  state  of  great  decay. 
In  Jamiary,  1821,  the  master,  Mr.  Edward  Curtis,  who  had 
held^  the  appointment  many  years,  died,  and  the  sdiool  was 
then  suspended,  in  order,  by  suffering  the  rent  of  the  school 
land  to  accumulate,  to  raise  a  fund  for  putting  the  old  school* 
room  in  repair.  The  school  is  now  condncted  by  Mr.  James 
Home,  llie  foundation  income  is  £48  per  annum;  the 
children  pay  Id.  to  2d.  per  week,  and  average  sixty  in  number. 
There  is  no  free  residence  for  the  master,  but  ^e  Earl  and 
Countess  of  Dartmouth  have  subscribed  £150  towards  the 
erection,  and  it  is  expected  that       want  will  be  soon  supplied. 

• 

General  Cbabitibs. — ^The  Church  Lands  comprise  21a.  2x. 
21?.,  and  seven  cottages,  which  let  for  £80  12s.  per  annum. — 
The  poors'  property,  five  cottages,  and  Sa.  1r.  24p.  garden- 
ground  at  £41  2s.  per  annum,  distributed  in  Easter  week.— 
John  Perry,  interest  of  £10  for  poors'  bread ;  Mary  Taylor, 
interest  of  £10  10s.  ditto. 
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ELi'OBD. 


Eltobd  is  a  neat  village,  four  and  a  half  mile^s  i'vom  Tarn  worth; 
its  name  arose  from  the  ford  being  fall  of  eels.  The  ]mrish 
contains  but  500  people,  with  1840  acres  of  highly  cultiviited 
land.  Robert  Bage,  bora  at  Derby  in  1728,  occupied  the  flour 
mill  here,  and  wrote  fire  popular  novels,  proving  Dr.  Johnson's 
remark,  that  it  is  a  great  pleasure  to  a  man  engaged  in  business 
to  follow  literary  pursuits  in  his  leisure  hours. 

KKV.  JOHN  lllLT/R  CHARITY, 

Toa£TU£ii  wnu  iu£  Guts  uf  the  Kk\.  Tuomaa  MooiiE,  ash  JUJt 

Rev.  William  8avvuey. 

By  indeuture,  dateil  itli  SejitiMulx  r,  11th  Jac.  T,  John  Hill,  clrrk,  parson  of 
Elford,  granted  to  ccrtuiu  trust«.\s,  uud  their  heirs,  all  that  his  close,  meadow  or 
p^ifiturc,  called  Sniith  Hohne,  lying  within  the  lordships,  fees  or  precincts  of 
Oakley,  in  tlie  oounty  of  Staffiird,  and  GnMuU,  in  thfiooimij  of  Parlqr«  or  one 
of  them,  with  aU  voodai  Ac,  to  hold  the  aame  in  traat  for  himaelf  dsribg  life^  and 
after  Ina  deoeaa^  upon  treaty  that  th^  and  their  hdra  ahonld  from  time  to  time 
hestow  the  rente  and  profits  of  the  premises,  the  one  moiety  thereof  for  the 
maintenance  of  such  schoohnaster  as  should  within  the  parbh  of  £lford  inatmot 
the  children  of  the  inhabitants  there  from  time  to  time,  and  the  other  moiety 
upon  such  of  the  poorest  people  of  the  parish  of  Elford,  r\s  from  time  to  time 
should  he  old,  impotent,  blind,  lame,  fatherless,  widows,  or  iunjovcrisbed  by  fire 
or  tliit  vcs,  or  loss  of  (roods  l)y  any  other  casual  visitation,  and  of  these  e.spt;cially 
such  as  should  religiously  use  to  frequeut  the  church,  and  should  live  godly  aud 
btmestly;  and  that  the  whole  of  the  yearly  rents  aad  profits,  except  only  the 
ttthea  and  other  datiea  payable  thereout,  ahoidd  yeariy  be  ddivered  to  the  hands 
of  theparsoii  of  Elfbrd,  the  churebwatdena  and  oyerseers  of  the  poor  there  for 
the  time  bein^  or  in  case  of  defiMilt  of  any  of  them,  to  the  hands  of  audi  other 
persons  as  the  feoffees  should  choose  aa  well  to  be  trusted,  and  by  them  to  be 
divided  to  the  schoolmaster  and  poor  people  at  Michaelmas  and  Lady>day; 
provided  that  if  at  any  time  the  inhabitants  of  the  towTi  and  parish  of  Elford, 
should  not  provide  a  school ma-stcr  to  teach  the  cliilUren,  that  then  the  mnipt  y  of 
the  rents  and  proBts  before  given  towards  the  maintenance  of  the  schor  l  m.ister, 
should  be  divided  and  given  to  the  poor  people  in  the  manner  before  app«;iuLcd  for 
the  other  moiety,  iintil  the  inhabitants  should  provide  a  schoolmaster,  and  no 
longer :  And  it  waa  agreed  between  the  parties,  that  so  soon  aa  all  tiie  ha§Bet, 
exoept  twob  ahonld  dl^  the  aarriror  or  snrriTors  ahonld  appoint  two  or  more  of 
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the  worthiest  men  in  tlic  parish  of  Kitonl,  and  in  Fisherwick,  and  HaaloTj  in  the 
county  of  Staff'nd,  in  their  stead,  and  so  iutki  quotfif. 

V>w  auothcr  imlcuUuc,  duted  7th  Juuc,  17  Jac.  I  (as  api)ears  from  the  recitaJs 
iu  subsequent  trast  deeds,  the  original  not  being  now  in  the  poss^ion  of  the 
tfustoes)  the  tatd  Jdm  "BSBL  gnnted  to  the  same  trnateeB  as  are  mentioiied  to 
the  fbrmor  deed,  and  their  heifs^  one  pared  of  meadow  gioond,  noiitaining  by 
estinatioD  tiro  acres;  and  one  other  pared  of  mes^w  ground,  oontainuig  bj 
estimation  three  acres,  commonly  called  Tame  VicxAow,  both  parcels  lyini; 
within  the  manor  of  Whichnor,  in  the  oonnty  of  SUdTord,  in  a  common  meadow 
there  called  Cattholmc  Meadow,  and  all  manner  of  rents,  commons,  ways,  waters, 
and  trees,  w'th  nil  ntid  sinsnilar  other  profits,  commodities,  and  hereditaments 
whatsoever,  wiih  tlie  appurtenanees  unto  the  sevend  parcels  of  meadow  t,'riiunii, 
r>r  either  of  thcin,  I>elonging,  to  hold  the  same  to  the  same  ua^  and  purposes 
as  were  expressed  in  the  former  indenture. 

The  trusts  have  been  continued  down  by  sncoessire  conveyaaoes. 

The  traslees  are  Hkewise  possessed  of  two  ootti^s  and  a  croft,  in  a  part  of 
the  parish  of  Elford,  called  the  Beck,  which  were  purchased  maajr  years  ago  for 
the  sum  of  £18,  and  were  coDreyed  by  indentnre,  dated  the  11th  of  June,  1701, 
from  John  Newbold,  and  Emma,  his  wife,  Alice  WooUey  and  Rebecca  WooUey» 
lo  Thomas  [Nfoore,  clerk,  parson  of  Elford,  and  others,  and  their  heirs,  to  the  ose 
of  the  schoolmaster  of  Elford,  for  the  time  being,  for  ever,  and  of  the  poorest 
people  of  the  to^m  and  parish  of  Elford,  in  stich  manner,  and  under  such 
provisions  as  were  hk  ntioned  in  the  indentnre  tirat  ab<J^e  recited, 

Tliere  is  a  tradition  in  the  pari.sli,  and  which  i«?  recorded  in  an  old  accotmt 
book  of  the  charity,  dated  m  i  ]  il,  that  these  premises  were  purchased  out  of 
the  savings  of  the  charity  income,  there  being  no  poor  pe(rpk  in  ike  paritk  to 
the  hentfadUm. 

There  is  also  a  small  allotmait,  containing  one  rood  and  twenty  perches^ 
awarded  in  respect  of  these  cottages,  nnder  the  inclosnre  of  Elford  common 

fields  in  the  year  1706. 

There  is  now  no  land  behmgiDg  to  the  charity  in  Oakley,  nor  is  there  any 
either  in  Ouklry  r»r  Cio^all,  now  enllrd  Sniltli  TTolnie;  but  the  trustees  have  a 
meudow  in  Cixjxall,  cjilled  llatehett'.*"  Meadow,  which  if  prc«:nme<l  to  he  the  same 
as  that  mentionctl  in  Hill's  i^rant  by  the  name  of  fcjiiuth  Hohne;  it  is  hounded  on 
(me  side  by  the  river  Tame,  oii  another  by  the  river  Mease,  and  on  the  third,  its 
form  being  triangular,  by  a  field  called  Gosty  Moor;  it  is  let  at  a  rent  of  £l!2  J2s». 

There  are  also  belonging  to  the  charity,  two  meadows  in  Whichnor,  one  called 
the  Lea  Meadow,  containing  8a.  Sx.  88f.,  and  the  other  called  Kensall's  Meadow, 
ttmtaining  8a.  3r.  7p.  ;  though  neither  of  these  is  called  Tame  Meadow,  by 
which  name  one  of  the  parcds  of  ground  mentioned  in  HiU*s  second  grant  is 
described;  there  seems  no  reason  to  doubt  that  these  are  the  same  lands  as  were 
thereby  conveyed ;  they  are  open  meadows,  fonninjj  part  of  a  meadow  called 
Cattholmc,  and  distinguished  from  tlie  rest  of  it,  at  present,  only  by  old  and 
iusuiPtcicat  boundary  tuurks.   In  the  year  1811,  a  survey  and  plan  of  this  property 
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\rns  nuulc  by  Mr.  Wyatt,  of  Barton,  wlio,  from  iufonniilitm  abtaiucd  from  old 
labourers  who  hud  been  riuploycJ  on  the  land,  Iriid  dowu  uuw  bouadai'y  jiinrks. 
it  apptrarb,  Jiowcvcr,  uiaL  Mr.  Lcvctt,  who  is  proprietor  of  the  rest  of  tiic 
meadow,  was  dissatisfied  with  ihe  boundaries  so  marked,  as  not  agreeing  with  a 
mi4»  of  the  meadow  in  his  poasesaion,  dated  in  V!^  and  the  new  marks  ha?e 
been  removed.  It  was  therelbie  npreaented  to  Mr.  Jjevett^  that  measnies  ought 
to  be  adopted  for  fiimg  these  booiidariea  with  the  assent  of  both  parties. 

These  meadows  are  let  at  a  rent  of  £10,  which  i^pears  to  be  a  sufficient  rent. 
The  trustees  are  not  in  possession  of  the  aftermath  of  this  land,  which  would 
fidil  at  least  20s.  per  acre  to  its  yearly  value.  The  convcyunce  of  the  property  is 
in  tlic  most  geiu-ral  terms,  without  any  reservation  or  exception ;  but  for  the  last 
ofutury,  diiriiig  which  the  property  of  the  rest  of  the  meadow  has  been  in  Mr. 
Lt'V(>tt'.s  fuiiiily,  they  have  invariably  exercised  the  right  of  aftermath  iu  the 
charity  land ;  nor  can  any  tra(^  be  found  of  its  having  ever  been  enjoyed  by  the 
trustees,  or  tbdr  tenants. 

One  of  the  cottages,  with  a  small  garden,  is  let  for  £9  a-ycar ;  the  other  for 
lSs.6d.;  the  croft  for  £110b.;  and  the  aliotnoent  for  10B.6d.  These  rents  seem 
to  be  sdeqnate  to  the  nine  of  the  premisea.  The  cottages  are  very  small,  and 
the  second  is  in  very  bad  repair. 

The  income  of  this  dwrity  is  farther  angmented  by  the  following  bene- 

factions ;  - 

Tkk  J{i:v.  Thomas  gore's  T.egacy.^Iu  an  old  parish  book  is  the  following 
tnt'iuoraiulum : — "Thiru  is  left  by  tho  last  will  of  Mr.  Thomas  Moore,  late  rector 
of  Kli'ytd,  £10. ;  the  interest  whereof  is  to  be  disposed  of  equally  between  the 
poor  and  schoolmaster  for  the  time  being,  according  to  Mr.  Hill's  dole.  The 
princi])al  is  m  the  bands  of  the  BeT.  Mr.  James  Webb,  rector." 

The  money  has  now  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  rector,  the  Bev.  F.  £.  Paget^ 
who  pays  9s.  a>year,  as  the  interest  thereof,  to  Hill's  tmatees. 

Thb  Ekv.  WxiXJAX  Sawrey's  Legacy.— There  is  also  in  the  hards  of  the 
presoit  rector  a  sum  of  £30,  being  a  legacy  given  by  the  will  of  the  Rev.  William 
Sawrcy,  the  late  rectw,  wbu  Jiid  in  1 793,  for  which  he  pays  interest  at  4i  p« 
cent.,  Ix'infr  €1  7'^.,  wfiich  is  added  to  the  fumls  of  Hill's  cliarity. 

The  amount  of  these  several  particulursj  is  as  follows  :— 

£  s.  d. 

Bent  of  Haichett'a  meadow   1213  0 

Ditto  of  the  hmd  in  Whichnor   10  0  0 

Ditto  of  cottai^e   ,   2   0  0 

Ditto  of  cottage    0  1-2  fi 

Ditto  of  the  croft   1  10  0 

Ditto  of  the  allotment   0  10  6 

Intoest  of  Moore's  legacy.  r   0  9  0 

Ditto  of  Sawxey'slegai?   17  0 

20    1  0 

One  half  of  this  income  is  paid  to  the  schoolmaster  at  Elford,  part  in  April, 
and  part  in  December,  as  the  rents  and  interest  arc  received.  The  school  is  now 
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established  on  tlic  nalional  system,  and  contains  abont  100  scholars  of  both  sexes, 
of  M'buin  alimit  Si)  were  inhabitants  of  Elford.  They  pay  for  their  instruction, 
2s.  Gd.  each  |kt  (|uarteT ;  and  when  the  nninher  «if  s/^ho!rir«'  hiis  not  been  larfrt; 
enonerh  to  alTord  the  i!Ui>tcr  at  this  rate  a  suilu  icni  iciuumnition,  the  (leticieney 
has  becu  supplied  by  the  vuluiilary  liucraluy  of  the  Hon.  Mrs.  Mur>-  Howard. 
Thia  kdji  also  chiefly  supports  a  national,  and  with  the  neUx,  an  infant  tdiool, 
biiittml848.. 

Hie  other  half  of  the  neonie  ia  peid,  together  with  the  seoranesk  nooei;  to 
poor  pariahionen  at  Ifiaiteraiid  on  St.  Thoma/aiidaj,  manmt  rupagbom  lOt.  to 

la.  Previously  to  each  distrihation,  the  list  of  the  precdUn^  d^tribotioa  ia 
exMnined  at  a  parish  nwietiin;  and  aneh  alterations  are  made  as  circuneteDflaa 

render  expedient.  There  is  no  exelnaion  from  this  charity  of  those  who  receire 
parish  pay,  but  allow  atice.s  to  such  are  on  a  diminiahed  acale.  The  aUowanoea  are 
also  occasionally  reduced  for  uiisconduct. 

CiiAHiTijis. — Edward  Astbiiry  (181U),  interest  of  £10  to  twenty 
poor  widows.  Humphrey  Darlaston  (ItiOti),  Gs.  per  annum  to 
six  poor  men  (this  is  not  paid  now).  Alice  Wright,  interest 
of  £4  to  the  poor, — ^not  paid  since  1 775. 


CHURCH  EATON. 

Church  Eaton  is  a  village  of  one  street,  six  miles  fi*om  Stafford, 
wiih  about  800  people,  and  5000  acres  of  land.  On  the  south 
side  of  the  church  formerly  stood  the  Free  Grammar  School, 
which  has  been  recently  polled  down,  and  two  sohool-ioomB,  one 
for  boys  and  fihe  other  for  girls,  ha^e  been  erected.  Abont  50 
boys  attend  the  free  school,  and  the  master  has  a  salaiyof  £50, 
which,  is  paid  ont  of  the  trast  rents. 

THE  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL. 
It  is  not  known  how  this  school  was  orifpnally  founded  or  endowed :  hut  the 
existing  deeds  and  writings  relutiug  to  it  show,  that  the  estutes  appropriated  to 
ita  support  ireve  fonueriy  veated  in  certain  traateea  or  fBoffiBes,  upon  trust,  to 
employ  aome  small  part  of  the  rents  and  pioflta  of  the  eatates  for  the  npaira  of 
the  pariah  ahnroli  of  Chvich  Eaton  fnun  time  to  time,  not  exceeding  5«.  per 
annum;  and  the  remainder  of  the  rente  and  profits  for  and  tovsrda  the  mainte. 
nance  of  an  able  sdiolar«  to  teach  and  instruct  youog  boys  of  the  parish  of  Chorck 
Eaton,  freely,  in  a  grammer^chool  in  Church  Eaton ;  and  that  the  trustees  were 
einymwered,  with  the  consent  of  some  other  of  the  better  sort  of  the  parish,  upon 
just  occasion,  cither  to  place  or  displace  any  such  scholar  or  schoolmaster,  and  to 
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grant  lemm  in  poweMion  of  the  pwmMW  npon  flttiiig  mto,  not  opprening  the 

tenants. 

[W  li  ducrcc  of  commissiooei^  of  charitable  uses,  dated  llie  l^h  Aujrust,  in 
tlic  13tli  year  of  George  IT.,  whercliy  it  appears  that  the  estates  were  then  vested 
in  Walter  Astley,  as  heir  of  a  sarviviuK  trustee,  it  was  declared,  that  the  estates 
belonged  to  the  free  grammar-school  of  Church  Eaton,  and  it  was  ordered  that 
Wiher  Alder  thooM  conw  the  aeine  to  oerteinpenone  therein  named,  upon  the 
tnisto;  and  that  the  Tcariy  sun  of  SOt.  ahonld  be  applied  to  the  repairs  of  the 
palish  cfanrdi,  in  lien  of  tiie  emn  of  Ss^  ivhieb  appeared  to  the  conuniaaioneis  to 
be  a  Tsriated  payment ;  and  that  when  two  or  more  of  the  trnstees  were  dead,  or 
before,  if  thongfat  oon?enient,  the  suryivon  should  make  a  new  feoffment  of  the 
premises,  to  the  use  of  themselves  and  so  many  others  as  should  make  up  the 
munber  of  five  ;  ami  that  the  like  nile  should  be  observrd  in  nil  fntnrc  jTencmtions. 

The  charity  estates  having  become  vested  in  Sir  Kdwnril  Littletuii,  biiroiiet,  as 
surviving  trustee,  were  conveyed  by  him,  by  indentures  of  lease  and  rek-a.^^e,  the 
relciisc  dated  23rd  Uct<jbcr,  1801,  to  the  use  of  himself,  the  right  houuurablc 
Charles  Chctwynd,  £arl  Talbot,  the  right  honourable  Orlando  Bridgman,  Lord 
BadSord,  Moreton  Wa&oiiae,  Esq.,  and  Heniy  Crackett,  £sq.,  and  their  bei»; 
and  in  tboae  deeds  the  propert  j  is  described  as  a  neasuaBe^  with  the  ontbnildinga 
and  appnrkenanees,  in  Wood  Eaton,  in  the  parish  of  Chnxdi  Eaton,  and  sereial 
doses  and  pieces  of  land  thereto  behmging  snd  thorein  particularly  mentioned, 
and  15  doles  in  the  Marsh  meadow ;  and  also  a  measoage  and  bladumith's  shop 
adjoining^  situate  in  Church  Eaton,  with  the  outbnfldingB,  gardens,  and  apptir- 
temmccs,  and  two  small  erofts  at  tiie  back  of  the  mp8suaj!:e:  and  nl.so  six  other 
messuages,  witli  the  garden.s  and  appurleuauees  thereto  belonging,  and  the  lands 
beion,t,nnsr  to  one  of  them,  situate  in  Chureh  Eaton. 

Part  of  the  property  was  exchanged  m  or  about  the  year  1813,  under  the 
authority  of  the  Forcbridgc  drainage  and  inclosurc  act,  with  Earl  Talbot  for  other 
lands,  by  whieh  a  aaiaU  addition  was  made  to  the  ehaiitjr  estate  in  point  of 
qoantiti;  and  an  advantage  waa  gained  by  the  oonsolidatkni  of  part  of  the  hmds. 
Before  the  exehange^  the  total  qnantitr  of  hind  waa  9Qa.  1&.  3p.,  and  is  now 
92a.  3r.  19p.  The  estates  are  let  for  about  £130,  under  a  ooodition  to  keep  the 
buildings  in  repair,  and  are  aa  follows: — 


\.  H.  v. 

Farm-house  aiui  lands   7i  1  12 

House  and  lands   6  01^ 

House  and  garden   *   0  1  10 

House  and  ^nirden  «  •   0  0  16 

House  and  garden   .,....„.   0  0  26 

House,  gurdeu,  and  croft    0  3  0 

Honse  and  garden   .%   0  0  16 

House  and  bud    1  3S5 

Land   10  013 


Piece  of  land,  60  yards  by  17  yards,  lying  in  a  field  called  Stable 
Croft,  of  which  the  remainder  belongs  to  Mr.  Crockett. 
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Before  Lady-day,  1S02,  the  whole  rciits  amounted  to  Jboi  4«.  only;  and  in 
1802,  the  land-tax  upon  the  whole  of  the  premises  was  pui"chased  for  t33  12s. 34d. 

The  school  is  iu  iisuge  couiidored  u  grammar-school,  and  is  open  for  jjruiuitous 
instruction,  to  the  sons  of  oil  the  inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  Church  Eaton,  but 
in  general  thew  aie  noA  more  than  four  or  fire  aohobra  «t »  time  iutrnotod  in 
XottB;  all,  however,  aie  taught  Latin  whoee  friends  desiie  it,  and  all  the  boys 
ate  taught  leading,  writing,  and  aooonnts,  as  well  as  the  radiments  of  mathe* 
matics^  if  qualified  for  the  latter  branch  of  learning,  by  oontinnuig  a  sufficient 
length  of  time  at  school.  There  are  in  sununer  graerally  from  20  to  30,  and  in 
■winti  r,  from  :}()  lo  50  scliolars,  :ind  lliey  fire  admitted  on  application  to  the 
mahtfrs.  Twenty-live  youug  children,  both  boys  aod  girU,  are  also  instructed 
free  of  expense,  by  the  scLoobnistruss,  iu  reading. 

GENERAL  CHARITIES. 

Charity  eatate^  £42  per  anniim^  £3  for  Guosall,  remainder 
between  Gnosall  and  Charch  Eaton^  for  the  poor  on  Grood 
Friday^  and  St,  Thomas's-day. 

John  Astley  (1645)^  ten  shillings  for  repairs  of  roads. 

Thomas  Blake  (1685),  26  shillings;  and  Walter  Jennings 
(1728),  26  shillings,  for  weekly  bread. 

Henry  Crockett  (1730),  rent  of  seven  and  a  half  acres  of 
land  and  house,  £20,  for  the  poor. 

Ralph  Macclesfield  (17U1),  10  shillings,  rent  of  a  croft,  that 
cost  £10,  for  the  poor. 


P£N££IDa£. 

p£MffSiDO£  is  a  small  ancient  town,  six  miles  from  Stafford. 
Its  name  is  derived  from  the  river  Penk,  which  runs  on  its  west. 

According  to  Camden  and  others  it  is  the  Pennocmcium  of  the 

Jioniana.  'J'lie  parish  of  Penkridge  couiprizLs  16,000  acres, 
with  only  3,200  inhabiiaiits.  The  church  was  founded  by  King 
Edgar,  iu  1)G4,  and  now  contains  1,200  sittinsfs,  4oU  of  wliich 
are  free.  Bishop  Hard  was  bom  at  Congreve,  a  \nlln^e  1 1  mi  Irs 
from  Penkridge,  as  was  also  Miss  Barker,  the  auiliorrss  of  ''A 
Welsh  Ston-/'  in  which  work  fciir  Edward  Littleton  is  pourtrayed 
under  the  namo  of  Sir  Edwin. 
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THE  CHARITY  SCHOOL. 

A  schoolhouse  was  erected  in  1695,  in  the  cbiiivhyard,  by 
Edward  Littleton,  Esq.,  and  others,  for  tlie  benefit  of  the 
inhabitajits  of  Penkri<l;,'o  ("or  ever.  i  iiiTo  was  no  original 
endowment,  but  the  ibllowing  benefactions  were  afterwards 
conferred  upon  it : — 

Francis  Sberratt,  1731,  leflb  the  rent  of  a  field  oalled 
Clayfield,  containing  1a.  1r.  28?. ;  and  another  called  Kynvas- 
ton  Lease w,  containing  4a.  3k.  3 p.,  to  pay  a  schoolmaster  for 
teaching  eight  poor  boys,  born  in  Penkridge,  to  read  the  Bible 
and  writing,  for  foar  years — four  to  be  nominated  by  the  chnrch- 
wardens,  and  four  by  Sir  £.  Littleton  and  his  heirs— each  boy 
to  wear  a  blue  bonnet,  paid  for  out  of  sach  rent. 

John  Smart  left  10s.  yearly  to  the  school,  charged  on  his 

estate  !it  Wheatoii  Aston. 

In  1730,  Thomas  Stevens  left  10s.  yearly  for  the  school,  out 
of  premises  in  Claj-street,  Penkridge. 

Sir  Edward  Littleton  left  the  interest  of  £50  for  the  school 
annually.  This  sum  was  laid  ont  in  the  purchase  of  old  South 
Sea  annuities,  and  produces  £1  14b.  6d.  per  annum. 

An  unknown  donor  left  the  interest  of  £44  1  Os.  (£2  4s.  Gd.), 
for  the  school.    This  sum  is  paid  by  the  LitLletou  family. 

Thomas  Clarke,  1799,  gave  £500,  Irish  five  per  cents.,  for 
the  WHO  of  the  school.  This  was  afterwards  converted  into 
J&52u  new  four  per  cents. 

Mr.  E.  T.  Chambers,  who  was  appointed  in  1854,  is  master 
of  the  school.  The  total  endowment  funds  amount  to 
£31  14.  6d.,  for  which  12  boys  (the  l>e8t  scholars),  are  taught 
free,  and  have  caps  and  capes.   The  remainder  of  the  scholars 

pay  Id.  to  6d.  per  week  each,  according  to  their  parents' 
(  uxu instances,  but  they  are  all  taught  alike.  The  ninnber  of 
boys  on  the  books  is  155,  and  the  attendance  is  about  40  short 
of  tliat  nuniber. 

Th(^  master's  total  receipts  are  £70,  and  he  lives  rent-free. 
The  school  is  admirably  conducted. 
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OBXERAL  CHARITIES. 

Sir  Edward  Littleton,  interest  of  £iO,  for  which  Lord 
Hatlierton  pays  five  per  cent. 

John  Smart,  lOs.  per  annam. 

Thomaa  Stevens,  lOs.  per  atiniim,  in  1730. 

Thomaa  Clarke,  1799^  15  per  annnm  on  St.  Thomas's-day^ 
and  £5  per  annnm  on  Candlemas-clay. 

Eliza])€»t]i  Kudgo,  1819,  interest  of  £50,  invested  in  the 
three  per  cents,  £1  1  ts.  per  annum. 

Sir  Stephen  Slaney,  1622,  left  for  the  poor,  and  for 
marrifing poor  maida,  the  Bam  of  £40,  which  was  expended  on  a 
rent-charge  of  £3,  upon  premises  in  Penkridge,  and  a  pasture 
called  Miles  Moor,  a  croft  at  Princefield,  and  an  acre  in  Haston 
Meadowj  to  be  paid  to  the  churchwardens,  with  power  of 
distraint  for  nonpayment.  £2  10s.  was  paid  yearly  up  to  1748, 
but  it  has  not  been  paid  since,  and  certainly  ought  to  be 
recovered  from,  or  applied  for,  through  the  Littieton  fiunily, 
who  own  the  Miles  Moor. 

Aim  Littleton,  interest  of  £5(1,  ti)  be  ]>aid  by  the  heir  of  the 
family  of  Pilcton  (the  Littletons) — this  is  also  saspended. 

It  is  argued  by  some,  that  as  the  Littleton  family  are  such 
benefactors  of  the  parish  in  voluntary  contributions,  that  these 
two  benefactions  are  more  than  paid ;  but  that  ought  not  to  be 
listened  to,  as  the  estates  may  be  sold  to  others,  or  the  famflj 
named  may  suspend  their  voluntary  gifts  at  some  future  day ; 
and  then,  as  now,  length  of  non-payment  may  be  pleaded  for  a 
total  deprivation  of  the  rights  of  the  poor  in  these  cases ;  and 
the  evil  does  not  rest  here,  as  other  donations  have  been 
suspended,  although  recorded  on  the  table  of  bene&ctions, 
vs  hich  are  considered  as  lost,  doubtless  because  the  Littleton 
family  go  and  do  likewise. 
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TIPTON. 


Tipton,  or  Tiubinoton,  is  a  confederation  of  canals,  railways, 
furnaces,  smoke,  and  dirt.  The  parish  contains  3000  acres  of 
land^  iaclading  the  above  named  family.  The  population  has 
increased  sixfold  in  Bfty  years,  and  now  amounts  to  30j000^ 
being  at  the  rate  of  ten  to  every  acre.  Of  coarse  this  increase 
must  have  been  mostly  supplied  by  importation  ;  and  strength 
being  the  chief  thing  in  request,  the  roughs  of  many  districts 
settled  down  in  Tipton.  Although  there  are  18  places  of  wor- 
ship here,  the  working  people  as  a  body  are  desperately 
ignorant  and  uncouth.  The  only  superiority  they  brag  of  being 
of  three  kinds — bull-dogs,  prize  fighters,  and  coal — ^two  of  the 
champions  of  the  ring  having  been  cradled  here — numbers  of 
celebrated  doga  bred  and  bom — and  the  six  ton  lump  of  coal, 
produced  and  sent  by  Tipton  to  the  1851  Exhibition;  this 
enormous  black  diamond  measured  in  height  six  feet,  and 
in  circumference  18  feet,  and  was  dislodged  from  Mr.  Bonnd^s 
colliery,  at  Tividale. 

SCHOOLS. 

Solomon  Woodall,  hj  will  dated  14lh  April,  1796,  gave  and  bequeathed  to  tbo 
Eev.  Thomas  Shawe  Uelliar,  the  Rev.  Joseph  Cartwright  and  nine  othera,  £650 
npou  trust,  to  invest  the  same  in  the  funds,  and  there  kc(  p  the  same  until  the 
same  should  be  repurchased  or  redeemed,  and  soon  as  the  same  should  be 
repurchased  or  redeemed,  to  apply  the  money  received  in  consideration  thereof  in 
purchase  of  stock  of  the  same  or  like  nature,  ijroducing  as  near  as  mi^lit  be  a 
like  interest,  and  apply  a  competent  part  of  the  dividends  for  supportiag  and 
establishing  a  school  at  or  near  Great  Bridge,  in  the  parish  of  Tiptou,  lor  edacat- 
ing  boys,  being  the  ohildrai  of  poor  pNsons,  panabioners  of  and  iahahiiauta 
viihin  the  parishes  of  Dadl^,  Tipton,  Westbromwicb,  and  Wedsesbtuyj  ui 
readh^  writing*  and  arithmetic;  and  yrhea  there  shoold  be  anj  anrphis  of 
dividend,  to  hiTest  the  same  in  the  purcbase  of  the  Uke  stock  ;  and  he  directed 
that  bis  tmstees  should  purchase  sndiboc^  p^ers,  and  slates,  as  they  should 
deem  requisite,  and  should  elect  some  proper  person  of  the  Established  Church 
of  England^  to  instruct  the  bojs,  with  a  power  t^reniore  and  displace  the  master 
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as  nHon  as  {her  should  think  fit,  nnd  to  impose  ou  the  master  the  terms  of  renting 
at  his  own  expeusc,  and  residing  in  such  house  at  or  near  Great  Bridgre  as  they 
should  think  fit  and  convenient  for  a  school,  allowing  him  such  salary  Jis  they 
should  thmk  proper.  The  luu^ttcr  to  take  the  boys  to  church  ou  Sunday  and 
Christmas-dAy ;  the  number  of  boys  not  to  be  leas  ttuu  90^  or  num  tlian  40,  to  be 
admitted  between  sefren  and  eleven  yean  old,  to  be  diosen  by  the  trasteea,  and 
lemain  four  yean  only;  the  tnisteea  to  chooae  »  treasozer  to  manage  tibe  sdiool, 
and  receive  tbe  dividends,  and  pay  the  maater,  and  to*  be  allowed  sndi  salaty  as 
the  trustees  sbodd  think  propw;  the  trustees  to  meet  21st  December  yearly,  to 
settle  the  accounts.  Trustees  eesaii^  to  be  resident  in  IHtdley,  Tipton,  West- 
bromwich,  and  "W  cihicsbury,  to  cease  to  be  trustees,  and  when  the  trustees  should 
be  reduced  to  six,  the  surrivors  to  nominate  five  others,  and  transfer  the  trnst 
property  to  them. 

Mr.  Woodall  died  about  I  he  year  ISIX),  and  the  £050  left  hy  him  rcniiiined  for 
some  years  imtly  ou  privule  security,  aud  partly  on  the  security  of  a  turn- 
pike trnst.  In  the  year  1804,  Isaac  Hawkins  Browne,  Esq.  and  the  Rev.  Thomas 
Gisbome,  tbe  eaceeafois  of  Mr.  Isaac  Hawking  of  Barton  (who  left  a  large  fond 
to  be  applied  by  them  to  inons  and  eharitable  oses),  oontribnted  a  donation  of 
£lOOtnaidof  tfaeotQeetsofMr.Woodall'swilL  This  siso  remained  for  some 
time  on  private  secnrity,  tall  the  whole  wss  gathered  m  about  the  year  1890, 
and  invested  in  the  purchase  of  £1,108  18s.  9d.  three  per  cent  consols,  in  the 
names  of  the  Tlcv.  John  ITowells,  James  Bourne,  Geo.  Dalton,  and  Joseph  Green 
Bourne,  Wheu  this  legacy  came  into  possession  a  school  was  estahhished  in 
Ti])ton,  to  which  ten  children  were  appointed  from  each  of  the  four  places  men- 
tioned in  the  will.  Kone  of  those  appointed  from  Dudley  ever  attended.  Some 
came  fit>ui  Westbromwich  and  from  Wednesbury  for  a  considerable  time,  but 
sdfeools  have  been  established  in  those  two  places,  which  are  more  convenient  for 
the  dttldren  to  attend,  and  they  have  oeased  to  come  to  tbe  Tipton  school. 

The  interest  of  the  stock  above-mentioned  has  been  oombmed  with  other  fbndsy 
consisting  of  the  interest  of  alegaoy  of  £100  old  Sonth  Sen  annaities,  left  by 
Miss  Catherine  Nickens,  and  of  subscriptkms  and  odleetions  after  sermons,  with 
which  three  schools,  established  in  different  parts  of  this  extcnsire  and  populous 
parish,  through  t!ie  exert'ons  of  the  Rev.  John  Howells,  are  aided,  viz.,  at  Tipton- 
green,  (Jcker-hill,  and  liorseley-heath,  containing  500  children,  boys  and  girls,  in 
each.  Every  child  pays  a  penny  a  week,  to  provide  'writrn'r  materials  and  firing, 
and  to  pay  the  expense  of  the  repair  of  damage  done  to  the  school.  These  throe 
school-rooms  were  built  entirely  by  subscriptions  of  the  parish. 

SHEL'im''a  Chakiiy. 
JosiiiU  Sbelton  (1722),  lefb  12^  acres  of  land,  the  rents 
thereof  for  bread  for  poor  willows  In  1797^  the  coals  imder 
this  land  were  sold  fur  C10.'")2,  which  sum  was  vested  in  the  5 
per  cents.,  realizing  £o7  per  annum,  affording  a  weekly  distri- 
bution of  20s.  worth  of  bread  to  12  poor  widows. 
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HAKBORNE. 

Hauborne,  or  Harbourn,  is  a  very  picturesque  and  anstocratic 
village,  near  Birmingham.  The  parish  contains  4^000  acres, 
and  about  12,000  people,  two  thirds  of  whom  reside  in  the 
Smethwick  district.  There  are  two  National  scliools  in  this 
parish^  containing  aboat  660  children.  Smethwick  old  Church 
is  endowed  with  75  acres  of  land  in  Smethwick,  and  iJ3  at 
Warley  Wigora,  realizing  about  £250^  ont  of  which  £10  is 
devoted  to  charitable  uses. 

THE  FREE  SCHOOL. 

Of  tiie  of  this  achosl  these  is  no  infonnaiion  tfasa  what  is  conveyed  by 
•a  insoriptum  on  a  taUet  in  tlie  dnueb.  whkli  states^  tbst  "there is  adiarity 
school  and  hoiue  st  Hsrbonie^  built  sevenl  jem  the 
inhabitants,  on  a  pwoe  of  land  granted  on  lease  by  the  late  Sir  Himnas  Binh, 
deceased,  fur  1,000  years,  and  that  there  are  three  tenements^  built  upon  a  pieee 
of  land  given  to  the  sehcx)!  by  Mr.  Henry  Hinckley,  dt  ceased." 

Two  trust  deeds  of  this  property  exist,  by  tlie  List  of  which,  dated  the  13th. 
August,  1819,  after  reciting?,  that  the  frechohl  and  iidicril.'incc  of  the  premises 
thcreinafta:  mentioned  was  vcsto<l  in  George  (ireavcs  and  others,  as  surviving 
trustees,  for  sui  iiorlin^  and  maintaiuing  tlic  charity  scliool  iu  llarbome  town,  in 
the  parish  of  liarborau;  it  is  witnessed,  thai  Ucorgu  Greaves  and  others, 
oonveyed  to  Thomas  Hanson  and  others,  th^  heirs  and  assigns,  all  those  three 
nwflsnages,  with  the  shopSi  gsxdeasi  |ard%  thereto  belonging,  situate 
tORethor,  w  veiy  near  to  eaeh  other,  in  HsriMnrne^  near  to  ^trbome  ehurdh,  and 
fronting  the  lane  there  lasdmg  from  Hsrbome  to  Tinker's  gieeo,  upon  trust,  that 
they  shoidd  from  time  to  time,  as  occasion  should  require,  nominate  and  choose 
some  person  of  the  Church  of  England,  qualified  to  officiate  in  the  school-house 
as  selioolinasfer,  -vrho  should  teach  all  such  children  of  tlie  parish  of  llarbome 
and  others,  wlio  should  bo  sent  there,  to  read  the  Eu^^lish  tongue,  and  to  write 
and  east  acoouut^,  and  to  say  the  church  catechism,  and  sihould  twice  a-ycar  call 
all  such  children  as  should  have  learned  tho  rlmrch  catechism,  to  come  to  bo 
openly  eateclii^ied  iu  the  parish  chuich  uf  Kur borne,  bucli  master  to  be  rcnjovable 
at  the  pkasQie  ftf  the  trustees^  and  upon  tmstt  that  the  trustees  should  receive 
the  rents  snd  profits  of  the  premisei^  and  p^  the  aame  to  the  schoohnaster  for 
tlie  time  beinfi^  deducting  thereout  what  should  be  necessary  to  keep  the  premises 
and  sdmoUhonse  in  good  repair. 

The  houses  eonTcyed  by  this  deed  are  let  at  a  yesily  rent  of  £21.  Mr.  J. 
TaUia  who  bad,  some  years  since,  a  lease  for  15  ru;  <>  t-ycar,  previously  laid  out 
a  eonaideniUe  sum  in  alieriug  and  improving  them.  Some  further  alterations 
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were  made  by  a  succeeding  tcuaut,  with  the  approbutiuu  of  the  trustees,  ia  the 
premises,  wluch  now  consist  of  a  public-house,  and  two  small  tenements. 

The  tenant  of  the  tniat  poenuaes  being  nnder  oovenant  to  keep  ihem  in  good 
lepair,  no  Teaervation  is  made  fnun  the  rent  by  the  tnuteee  oa.  that  aooonnt»  but 
'  the  whole  is  paid  oyer  to  the  achoolmaster,  and  he  is  required  to  keep  the  school 
premises,  on  which  he  res^es  rent  free^  in  repair.  These  premises  have  lately 
been  reboilt  1^  the  trustees,  at  an  expense  of  above  £800,  towards  defraying 
which  a  sum  of  £350  has  been  raised  by  subscription.  The  rest  remains  as  a 
d('1)t  from  the  charity,  which  the  trustees  are  endeavouring  to  find  some  means  of 
discharginu',  without  breaking  in  upon  the  scanty  revenue  of  the  school. 

In  addition  to  the  rent  above-mentioned,  there  is  a  sum  of  £195  three  per 
ccut.  coubols,  standing  in  the  names  of  Theodore  Price  and  Thoiuas  Greeu 
Simcox,  for  the  use  of  Harbome  school,  the  dividends  of  which,  amounting  to 
JBS  15s.  per  annum,  are  paid  over  to  the  master. 

It  is  most  probable  that  a  part  of  this  stodc  aroae  from  the  investment  of  a 
sum  of  £86  derived  from  the  donation  of  Hemry  Hinckley,  who  is  mentioned  in 
the  returns  nnder  the  act  of  17B^  to  have  given  by  deed,  in  1731,  the  anm  of  £90 
in  money,  "for  bread  to  six  children,"  which  £20  with  interest  thereof,  was 
at  the  time  of  that  return  in  the  hands  of  George  Birch,  producmg  £1  6s.  per 
annum.  The  sum  of  €1  6s.  appears,  from  the  school  accounts,  to  have  been 
regularly  received,  first  from  Mr.  CJeorgc  Birch,  and  afterwards  from  Messrs. 
Green  and  Price,  of  Birmingham,  as  "  penny  bread"  money,  till  the  year  1S04; 
and  from  the  year  1705,  au  additional  sum  of  £2  wits  annually  paid,  by  Messrs. 
Green  and  Price,  to  the  schoolmaster,  "  for  interest  on  money."  In  1804,  the 
£185  oonads  were  porchased,  end  the  enfanes  of  payment  of  these*  sepacaid  soma 
oease  irom  that  time.  The  money  on  whidi  interest  was  thus  paidt  and  which 
appears  to  have  contribnted  to  the  pordi&se  of  the  stock,  is  supposed  to  have 
arisen  from  savbgs  of  income,  or  benefactions  to  the  sdiooL  It  seems  probable 
that  the  Heory  Hinckley,  mentioned  in  the  relnms  of  1780,  as  the  donor  of  this 
bread  money  is  the  same  person  who  is  recorch^J  ou  the  church  tablet,  as  having 
given  the  hand  on  wliich  tlic  houses  belon.2:iuii:  to  the  school  charity  arc  built. 

The  £1  Os.  is  paid  over  by  tlie  schoohiiast<jr  to  the  churchwarden,  who  chives  it 
away  in  six  penny  loaves  every  Sunday,  to  six  children  of  the  school,  producing 
tickctjj  lor  them  from  the  master.   All  the  scholaisi  receive  them  in  turn. 

It  is  considered  that  each  poor  family  in  the  parish  is  entitled  to  have  one 
child  ednoated  freely  at  this  sebooL  Tbu  ]imitatian  appears  to  have  been  made 
by  the  tmstees,  and  to  be  a  modification  cf  the  tarns  of  the  endowment  whidi 
the  amount  of  the  school  revenue  rendered  expedient  By  a  resolution  of  the 
trostees,  no  child  can  be  admitted  to  free  edncatii»i  without  a  lecommeadatioo, 
signed  by  three  tnisteea^  and  cannot  enjoy  the  privHego  mem  than  five  yeais. 
And  it  has  been  further  resolved,  that  all  other  poor  children,  recommended  by 
the  frustccs,  shall  pay  from  four  years  old  to  seven  not  more  than  Id.  per  week, 
fuul  from  seven  years  old  to  ten  not  more  than  Od.  per  week  each.  The  mai>t<-r  is 
at  liberty  to  take  pay  scholare,  not  so  recoumiended,  on  his  own  terms.  The 
scholars  are  uf  both  sexes.   They  are  taught  reading,  writing,  accounts,  and 
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the  church  catechism,  aud  are  taken  twice  a-year  to  the  parish  church  to  be 
catechised.  The  girls  are  instructed  in  sew  ing  and  knittiug  by  the  muster's  wife, 
vrhi}  luceivea  fur  it,  from  the  free  schohurs,  half  the  price  that  she  i&  paid  by  the 
others. 

Dorothy  Parke's  Cbajutt. 
From  list  of  Petition*  allowed  by  the  Attorney-General  at  the  instance  of  the 
Charity  Ck}miiiu»ioiien,  ordered  to  be  printed  bjr  HouM  of  Commons^  20Ui 

Feb.,  1852. 

628.  ^incflrvii  k,  SfafTordshire.— "Dorothy  Parkc's  Charity.— Petitioners :  Tlie 
Earl  of  DartiJiouiii;  tbc  Earl  of  Bradford;  Wyrley  Birch,  of  Wretham  Hall, 
Korfoli,  Esq.;  the  Ber.  Egcrton  Aiden  Bagot,  of  Aaton,  Warwicikahire ; 
Thomas  Haneon,  of  Birmingham,  Eaq. ;  William  Stmtford  Dngdak^  of  Hereva]^ 
Warwifikflliim,  Esq.;  James  Tvjkit,  of  Moseley  Hall,  Wofoestenhire,  Esq.; 
and  Heni7  Goodribh  TViOett,  of  loghtvoods,  Staflbrdshire,  Esq. — ^Solidton: 
Messrs.  Taylor  and  Collison,  2S,  Great  Janics-strcet,  Bedford  l  o  v  for  the 
petitioners. — 16th  May,  1S51.  Petition  allowed  by  the  Attorney-General,  praying 
for  a  reference  to  the  ^raster  to  inquire  as  to  the  propriety  of  a  proposed  pnrehase 
of  laud,  and  as  to  repairs  to  ami  the  pullbg  down  of  the  schooliiouse  and  the 
addition  of  the  site  thereuf  to  the  burial  ground,  such  school-house  being  rebuilt 
upon  another  site ;  and  as  to  the  propriety  of  certain  repairs  to  the  parsonatje- 
house,  and,  if  ])ropcr,  fur  ihe  rep^iyineul  to  the  iueuuibent  of  the  sums  expended 
thetofML— The  property  consists  of  land  and  stock,  the  income  whereof  Is  about 
£320  per  aunnm. 

The  Dame's  School^  near  tiie  Old  Ghurclij  at  Smethwick,  is 
endowed  widi  £8  98.  9d.^  from  £136  setmred  on  tlie  Biming- 
ham  and  Corentry  turnpike  tolls,  bequeathed  in  1723  by  Doro- 
thy Parkes ;  as  also  an  annuity  of  £33  9s.  paid  by  the  Birming- 
ham Caiuil  Company  for  a  piece  of  land.  TLe  number  of  girls 
varies  from  12  to  20. 

GENERAL  CHAEITIES. 

Parish  Lands,  70a.  Or.  3p.,  rental  about  £160  per  annum. 
£70  for  HarbomOj  and  £90  for  Smethwick,  distributed  thus : — 
£5  in  each  division  for  apprenticing  poor  children ;  remainder 
to  tlic  poor,  and  in  the  repairs  of  13  cottages  occupied  by  them. 
There  is  also  the  rent  of  a  house  and  half«an-acre  of  land^  at 
Oldbory^  lefb  in  1685^  and  distributed  in  the  same  way. 

William  Jephcote  (1715),  left  £2  12b.  for  bi«ad  every  Sun- 
day to  four  poor  people. 

Dorothy  Parkes  (1723),  left  £10  per  ann.  ont  of  the  Chapel 
lands^  for  bread,  bibles,  and  gowns,  for  six  poor  women. 

T.  Butter  (1711),  left  for  six  poor  widows,  rent  of  land 
bought  at  Camomile-green  for  £90. 
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ST.  MICHAEL'S,  LICHFIELD. 


St,  Michasl^s  is  one  of  the  three  parishes  of  the  city  of 
Lichfield^  of  whioh  it  forms  the  south  and  east  districts.  The 
population  of  the  parish  is  3500.  In  1746^  a  stone  coffin^ 
covered  with  a  grayestone^  was  found  on  the  north  side  of 

the  Friary,  bearing  the  following  inscription:— 

"  Ricboi'd  the  nii  icluuit  here  extendwl  li«8, 
Daatb,  like  a  Btepdame,  gladly  closed  his  oyM; 
Ko  tuore  lit-  tiailt    b>'yoiiil  the  bnming  zoue. 
Buthoppy  reata  beneath  this  socrod  atoQo. 
Bia  benaJhoUons  to  llM  oborob  were  gnat ; 
Though  young,  be  iiaAteiiH  from  this  moital  stale. 
Alay  he,  though  dead  ia  trade,  eucceaaful  prove, 
St.  Mtebael'a  mMehnt  In  the  fMlau  ibova." 

MRS.  BALL'S  CHAKITIES. 
Mrs.  Elizabetli  Ball,  of  Ciislic  lirouiwich,  in  the  tx)unty  of  Warwick,  spinster, 
by  hur  will,  dated  24th  December,  1765,  and  proved  at  London,  20tli  January, 
1770  (amongst  otber  obaritRble  bequests  to  the  township  of  Hammenrioh,  and 
the  parishes  of  Dnemll,  Westbfomwidi,  and  Harbome,  whkb  will  be  noticed 
waSet  their  xespeetire  heads),  gave  the  som  of  £850  to  James  Birch,  Abraham 
Spooner,  and  John  Chattock,  their  execotois  and  administrators,  vpon  tmstt  to 
distribute  the  interest  and  produce  thereof  yearly  for  ever,  from  her  decease,  unto 
and  amongst  the  poor  of  the  several  townships  of  Fulfea,  Bumtwood,  Ediall, 
"Woodhoiiscs,  and  Hammcrwich,  and  St.  Micliacl,  in  Lichficlil,  at  the  discretion 
of  her  trustees  ;  and  she  likewise  i^ive  unto  James  Birch,  Abraham  JSpooncr,  and 
John  Chattock,  their  executors  and  administrators,  tlie  sum  oi  UW),  upon  trust, 
to  erect  a  school  and  sdioolhouse  at  Fulfen,  upon  the  waste  thereof,  if  the  lord  of 
tlic  manor  would  consent  thereto,  otherwise  in  some  convenient  plucc  -da  near  as 
might  be  to  her  mansionJioiiM  at  Fulfen,  and  with  the  interest  and  produce  of 
sach  part  of  the  sum  of  £600  as  should  remain  nnexpended  therein,  to  find 
and  proTide  a  sdioolmaster  and  sehoolmiatress^  to  teach  the  poor  children 
of  Fulfen,  Bumtwood,  Ediall,  Woodhouses,  and  Hammerwioh,  to  write  and 
cast  accounts,  and  to  knit  and  sew,  and  also  to  buy  books  for  them,  if  the  trustees 
should  think  it  necessary  and  proper,  and  she  thereby  ordered  and  declared  that 
it  should  he  lawful  to  and  for  James  Birch,  Abraham  Spooner,  and  John  Chat- 
tock, and  the  survivor  of  them,  to  place  out  at  interest,  or  inve^^t,  and  from  time 
to  time  cidl  in.  and  again  place  out  at  interest,  or  invest  in  like  manner,  all  or  any 
of  the  several  sums  of  money  thereinbefore  bequeathed  to  them  for  charil  able  uses, 
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upon  or  in  any  GoTemmeBft  or  otlwr  BeotiriiieSi  pexsonal  or  tttH,  u  th«gr  mtsf 
think  proper,  and  to  assign  and  transfer  the  same  to  any  other  person  or  person^ 
upon  the  trusts,  witlilikc  powers  to  such  person  and  persons,  to  the  intent  that  a 
perpetual  succession  of  trustees  might  be  kept  up,  and  the  trusts  be  punrtually 
perfomietl ;  and  she  nominatcl  nnd  appointed  her  cousin  James  Birch,  mid  his 
heirs,  to  be  peQHilual  viaitors  ul  tiie  several  charities  theieuibcforc  mentioned; 
and  she  bequeathed  the  residue  of  her  pcrs>omd  estate  to  her  cousin  .T;imes  Birch, 
earnestly  requesting  that  if  it  should  happen  that  her  personal  estate  should  not 
be  SQiBcient  tu  puy  the  aereral  soma  aimaaef  tbcv^before  bgr  her  tiwreoat  giveii, 
upon  trast  for  charitable  naea^  that  beahouldmaaoh  oaae  make  vp  audi  dtOaeoiaj 
out  of  her  real  eatatea  in  Uie  will  before  deriaed  to  bim. 

By  a  codicil,  dated  30th  Jane»  1768,  the  testatrix  gare  to  tbe  poor  inhabttaata 
of  Fulfen,  Buntwood,  Bumtwood  green,  Ediall,  Woodhouses,  Ilaramcrwidi, 
Gentleshaw,  and  Cannock  WikkI,  whicli  places  were  near  to  her  mansion-house 
at  Fttlfcn,  the  interest  and  produce  of  £liJO  to  be  distributed  in  one  week  before 
Christmas-day  yearly  for  ever,  at  the  discretion  of  her  trustees;  and  by  sueh 
codicil  the  testAtrix  revoked  the  appointment  of  John  Chattock  as  her  trustee 
and  executor,  and  appointed  George  Birch  in  his  stcaii. 

The  surviving  executor  of  Mrs.  Ball,  was  George  Birch,  upon  wiiose  son  and 
zepreaentative,  Wyrley  Birch,  tbe  tnuts  of  tlw  vfll  woiild  of  oourae  defolve.  It 
doea  not»  however,  appear  that  any  inyestmenta  were  made  from  Mra.  Ball'a 
peraonal  eatateof  any  of  the  aoina  left  bj  her  to  charitable  naea,  nor  oonld  the 
zepreaentatiTea  of  the  faauly  afford  any  information  aa  to  the  araonnt  of  her 
personality,  or  what  became  of  it.  James  Birch,  one  of  the  executors,  and  who 
was  devisee  of  her  real  estate,  and  also  her  residuary  legatee,  from  tlie  time  of 
her  deadi  directed  that  her  several  charities  should  be  paid  by  his  agents,  out  of 
the  rents  of  the  estates  which  he  derived  from  her  ;  and  the  sn'iic  course  has 
been  pursued  by  his  son  and  his  two  prrandsons,  to  whom  tliese  estates  have  suc- 
cessively descended.  It  seems  probable,  that  James  Birch,  under  the  three 
capacities  in  which  he  stood,  of  executor,  devisee,  and  residuary  legatee,  took 
possession  of  tim  whole  of  her  property,  and  feeling  himaelf  oonscientioasly 
bound,  hi  eomplianoe  with  the  leqneat  in  her  will,  to  make  good  out  of  die  real 
property  any  d^dewqr  that  tiiere  might  be  in  the  personalty,  for  the  payment  of 
the  l^ades,  at  once  fixed  the  payment  of  them  pnctioaiOy  aa  a  charge  on  the  real 
eatatea,  and  thought  it  nnneoeaaaty  to  provide  any  fund  for  the  puipoee  out  of 
the  personality.  It  doea  not,  however,  appear  thit  he  adopted  the  meana  required 
by  the  Mortmain  Act  for  creating  a  valid  charge  upon  the  real  estates,  and  there- 
fore the  payments  by  the  succeeding  proprietor  thereof,  Maior-Qeneral  Byzch 
B^jnardsoa  must  be  considered  as  voluntary  contributions. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  payment  of  these  legacies  by  James  Birch,  out 
of  the  rents  of  the  real  estate  could  not  be  construed  into  an  admis^ou  of  assets 
reodred  by  him  as  executor,  binding  him  to  the  discharge  of  the  legacies ;  but  if 
aneh  aaaeta  did  pass  into  hia  handa,  it  eeena  that  hia  peraonal  property  woold  be 
liable  to  that  amonnt  in  the  haada  of  hia  peraonal  repeaentative^  the  mother  of 
Qcnend  Birch  Beymurdaon. 
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It  appears  from  this  statenicmt,  that  General  Bircb  Reyiiardson,  being  under 
no  legal  responsibility  for  the  payment  of  these  rharities,  the  character  of  <^pocial 
visitor,  vested  in  iiim  .'i-s  heir  nf  Jaiues  Birch,  by  the  will  of  Mrs  }\n]],  would 
exclude  iiiiy  en  iuiry  into  them.  However,  ns  he  did  dispcusti  tuuds,  wjuch  he 
con<i<h  rcd  appiie:il)k-  to  the  purposes  of  these  cliarities,  it  was  right  to  advert  to 
the  uitULigcmeut  of  them. 

Fref  SciTonL  — It  ap]>par8  that  in  1760,  fmir  years  after  the  date  of  the  will, 
a  school  limise  was  erected  iun  Burntwoo<l,  while  Mrs,  Ball  was  still  living,  hut 
shortly  before  her  death ;  and  that  £200  of  the  £600  legacy  given  for  the  imrj)oses 
of  the  school,  were  applied  in  the  cost  of  tliat  erection,  leaving  £400  for  providing 
a  schoolmaster.  Aocordingly,  £20  a-year,  the  interest  of  that  sam  at  5  per  oeni, 
was  paid  under  the  direction  of  General  Birch  K^nardson's  agent,  by  Mr.  Tbos. 
Derry,  out  of  the  rent  of  a  farm  in  Bnmlwood,  of  about  100  acres,  which  he  held 
of  the  Geuend,  to  a  aohoolmaster  for  teaching  in  the  school  poor  ohiUren  of  the 
townships  of  Bumtwood,  Woodhouses,  Etiiall  and  Hammerwich.  Fulfcn,  which 
is  mentioned  in  tlie  will  :is  a  place  from  which  scholars  are  to  be  tiiken,  is  a  simple 
house  in  Bumtwood,  tiic  inhabitanis  of  which  arc  not  objects  of  this  cliarity.  The 
agent  of  nrncml  Reynard'^on  rwho  docs  not  In'm'-elf  reside  in  the  neijhhonrhood,) 
appointed  the  pn  sent  schooliuasti-r,  Mr.  H.  S.  l^iindli  y.  The  number  of  scholars 
is  not  limited  hy  the  foundation,  but  it  has  usually  been  from  20  to  ."^O.  They  are 
Hppuiiited  fur  two  years  only;  at  the  end  of  that  time  the  list  is  revised,  and  if 
the  parents  wish  they  diould  remain  longer,  upon  application  they  are  continued. 

These  children,  who  are  of  both  sexes,  aie  taught  reading,  writing,  and 
arithmetif^  and  the  church  catechism;  writing  and  arithmetic^  howerer,  being 
extended  to  the  girls  in  cases  only  where  the  parents  desire  it;  the  girls  are  abo 
instructed  in  needlework.  The  instruction  is  wholly  gratuitous^  exc^  Is.  a-year 
paid  by  cnch  for  firing.  A  custom  has  prevailed,  where  the  parents  of  a  free 
schol.ir  liad  no  morn  cluldn  n,  an  !  r  idj  afford  to  contribute  something  towards 
his  cdueation,  that  they  shuultl  pay  Id.  a-week;  bnt  tin's  char;TC  appears  (o  have 
been  made  by  the  masters  without  any  authority  from  the  agents  of  Geucial 
Keynardson. 

This  school  has  derived  a  further  benefaction  from  the  executors  of  Anelrew 
Newton,  Esq.,  of  Tjielitu  Id,  who  out  of  the  residue  of  his  property  left  by  liim  to 
be  distributed  at  their  discretion  to  charitable  uses,  gave  £20  for  its  support. 
This  money  was  lent  to  Mr.  John  AshmoU,  on  the  security  of  his  note  of  hand, 
bearing  interest  of  H  per  cent.,  whidi  interest  bemg  18s.  a-ycar,  has  been  paid  to 
the  master  in  angmentatioa  of  his  salary.  It  has  since  been  placed  in  the 
Savings  Bank. 

MbsET  Cbabiths.— There  is  also  paid  out  of  the  rent  of  the  farm  the 
anunal  sum  of  IS14^  bemg  the  interest  at  four  per  cent  of  the  two  legacies  of 
£250  and  £100,  girento  the  poor  of  these  hamlets  as  above-mentioned.  This 
sum  is  divided  according  to  the  number  of  persons  in  each  luLulet,  who  are  to 
receive  the  bounty. 
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These  sums  nrc  distributed  in  money  at  Lady-day.  A  list  is  sent  in  from  each 
hamlet,  of  the  persons  rccoinnicnded  to  receive  (lu;  ch.irity,  and  the  distributions 
are  made  throii::?h  the  Itauds  of  those  inhabitants.  The  sums  giyen  vary  from 
6s.  to  Is.  according  to  the  size  of  the  furiiilics. 

Charities. — The  Cluirch  Lands  (donor  viiikncnyii)  arc  let 
at  .€120  per  ann.,  and  are  devoted  to  the  repairs  of  tlie  church, 
the  organ  and  the  clock. — Elizabeth  Bailey  (1735),  £2  10s.  from 
land  at  Potter's-green,  fr»r  the  poor. — Greenwood  Gregory,  £1 
out  of  a  house  in  Lombai'd-street,  for  the  poor. — William  Cadmaa 
(1706),  lOs.  for  two  sennons,  on  the  Siindays  after  Christmas- 
day  and  Midsummer-daj ;  and  30s.  to  the  poor  of  WoodhonsoB^ 
EdiaU,  Mid  Bnmtwood ;  and  Joseph  Watkins  (1805),  interest  of 
£200  for  the  same  purposes. — Jolm  Ward,  68.  8d.  for  a  sermon 
on  Whit-Sanday,  and  20s.  for  the  poor  as  preceding. 

TRYSULL. 

Trysull  is  a  small  village,  five  miles  south-west  of  Wolver- 
hampton, containing  3,310  acres  of  land,  and  GOO  people. 

THE  FREE  SCUOOL. 

Thomas  RrDc;F/.s  Cu  vuitv;  I'E.vf  ir's  Ciiariiy. — It  is  recorded  on  the 
benefaction  tahh\  that  Thomas  Kud^'o,  of  "Westminster,  Esq.,  in  liis  life  time 
gave  £200  which  purchased  lands  near  Triiupky,  in  the  parish  of  Kidderminster, 
the  rents  of  which  for  ever  to  pay  fur  the  constant  teacliing  and  instructing  of 
eighteen  poor  children,  of  the  parish  of  Trysail,  in  reading,  writing,  arithmetic, 
ttokd  the  Chnzdi  of  Epfljund  cirteeliiRn,  and  for  the  buying  and  proTidiog  books, 
paper,  ink,  and  other  things  that  the  trostees  shonld  think  necessary  for  theb 
learning;  not  exoeeding  90e.  in  any  one  year. 

The  lands  which  are  supposed  to  have  been  thns  purchased,  are  known  by  the 
name  of  Woodhall's,  and  are  situate  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Trimpley  pool's 
lands.  By  an  indenture,  dated  the  27th  July,  1707,  which  has  been  found  among 
the  deeds  of  the  Trimpley  poor's  lands,  after  reciting  that  a  fine  had  hren  levied 
of  those  lands,  and  of  "VVoodhall's,  it  is  dechirod  that  the  fine,  as  to  the  Trimpley 
poor's  lauds,  should  enure  to  the  use  of  William  Jove  (from  whom  it  has  been 
seen  they  were  afterwards  purchased),  aud  as  to  "a  incssuagc,  called  AVoodhall's, 
and  five  closes  of  Itaxd  to  the  same  belonging,  should  be  and  enure  to  the  use  of 
Thomas  Pudaey,  of  Seifldon,  Esq.,  Thomas  Radge,  of  Seiadon,  Bachazd  Sheldon, 
TkyBoll,  and  others  in  the  indentnrB  named,  their  bens  and  assigns  for  erer,  upon 
the  aevend  and  reipeotive  tmata  deehred  in  eertain  indentures  tiipartite^ 
bearing  tfas  date  10th  October  then  last  past,  sad  made  between  John  Wall  of 
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the  first  part ;  Thomas  Ptulsc.v,  and  others  above  named  and  referred  to,  of  the 
Beennd  part  ;  and  Thnmas  Rudge,  of  the  city  of  Westminster,  in  the  county  of 
Middlesex,  genllcinan,  of  the  third  part."  There  appears  stroug  ground  for 
presuming  that  these  indentures  were  the  original  conveyances  of  the  WoodhaU 
1aiida»  totlwiiseof  the  schools  bat  «o  further  informatioiL can  be  got  rnpecting 
them,  nor  as  to  whether  an^  later  tnut  deed  was  in  etisteooe.  The  charity  is, 
however,  managed  by  the  trostees  of  the  Trimplejr  poor's  land. 

The  WoodhaU  premises  oonsistt  at  present,  of  n  bam  and  five  closes,  oontaiii- 
mgt  in  the  whol^  about  eighteen  acres  of  land. 

The  messuage,  of  which  no  memory  exists  for  more  than  lialf  :i  fnitury,  was 
probably  takrn  dn\rn  ?nnn  after  the  praiilinf^  of  the  foUowilig  leas%  bat  under 
what  circumstances  we  have  been  iiuabh-  to  discover. 

By  indcalurc,  dated  10th  October,  175G,  Kiehard  Sheldon,  John  Sheldon,  and 
John  Devy,  as  surviving  fcolTccs,  or  trustees  of  TrysuU  school,  in  consideration 
of  the  rcuts  aud  covcuauts  therein  mentioned,  as  also  uf  the  surrender  of  a  lease  of 
the  same  premises,  dated  the  S5th  Hay,  1748,  for  the  term  of  21  years,  which  had 
beeome  Tested  in  Thomas  liord  Folej,  demised  to  Lord  Fo^,  "all  thst  messnage 
or  tenement,  with  all  haras,  stables,  and  other  buildings  thereto  belonging;  and 
the  seversl  doses  of  land  thereto  a4jointng  and  belonging,  oontatning,  by  estimn- 
tion,  21  acres,  or  thereabonts,  situate  at  Trimpley  in  the  parish  of  Kidderminster," 
for  the  term  of  500  years,  from  the  29th  September,  then  las!  past,  paying  to  the 
feoffees  and  tlieir  heirs  and  successors,  trnstfcs  of  tlie  school,  the  yearly  rent  of 
£9  1^. ;  and  also  jiayinq:  the  land  tax,  and  all  other  taxes. 

Presumiiig  the  incssunTc  to  have  been  taken  down  in  consequence  of  decay,  and 
to  have  been  therefore  ui  liule  value,  there  is  no  ground  for  thinking  that  the  rent 
reserved  upon  this  lease  was  inadequate  at  the  time,  to  the  value  of  the  premises; 
bntft  mdilBodttodisoomaiqrstUloient  vessottfiorthc  grant  of  so  kngnterm. 
Abont  the  year  1809^  the  Bcnr.  Hr.  Bevan,  the  minister  and  schoolmaster,  hmg 
egipreasedanmtentioiiof  taking  measures  for  setting  aside  this  lessee  it  appears 
to  hare  been  ghen  np  witihont  any  diffionlty ;  aince  whioh  time  the  premises  hsrs 
been  let  on  the  terms  of  yearly  tenancy  to  John  Chellingworth.  In  1809,  hm 
rent  was  fixed  at  £13,  from  whioh,  deducting  £1  for  land  tax,  there  remained  a 
dear  rent  of  £13.  In  ISli,  he  xras  raised  to  £16,  leaving,  after  the  like  deduction, 
£15  cl»^ar  per  annum.  This  advance,  however,  he  consented  to  pay,  on  condition 
of  holding  the  Trimpley  poor's  lands  at  a  rent  somewhat  below  their  value. 

Peach's  Ch.^ritv. — The  annual  sum  of  £1  10s.  is  duly  received  fro?ii  tins 
chunty,  for  the  use  of  the  school,  making,  with  liic  J&15  for  rent,  a  total  annuni 
income  of  £16  10s. 

Aom  this  income  a  stipend  of  6s.  per  wwk  is  paid  to  the  sdwolmaster,  Ifr. 
Aobert  Ladbory,  amoontm^  tothe  aonoal  anm  of  £15  ISs.,  and  kavioff  a  itsadoe 
of  18s.,  whioh  is  applied  from  tune  to  time  to  thoreptiit  of  the  8diool>roora. 

The  master  instnicts  about  10  poor  duldren  of  the  parish,  of  both  seoce^  in 

reading-,  writing,  ciphermg,  and  the  church  catechism.  Of  these,  two  are  sent  in 
respect  of  Peaoh's  charity.  In  the  earlior  aoooonti  of  thia  aehool  the  nmbsr  of 
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sdiolars  appears,  for  many  yeara,  to  have  been  IS.  The  incompetency  of  the 
illOome  haa  aeccuariJjr  kd  lu  a  rcducliou  iu  laier  liiatA. 

The  achool  is  held  in  the  achool^raom.  The  adiolan  ue  farniUhed  with 
neoesMry  statioaety  al  the  expense  of  the  master;  and  on  leavuv  aohool»  thej 
are  provided  each  with  a  Bible,  from  the  annuity  of  15s.  reserved  out  of  the  rents 
of  the  Triiapk  v  poor's  lands,  in  lespect  of  the  chanties  of  Mis.  Bamsley  and 
Thomas  iJickmans. 

GENERAL  CHAIUTIES. 

Land  at  Biilwardine,  in  Claverley,  11a.,  lot  for  £15  a-ycar; 
bought  in  1G20,  with  several  gifts,  amounting  to  £ti3  6ti.  8d. 
£30  was  realised  by  selling  timber  olT  the  estate  in  1753,  with 
which  Shinton's  meadow  and  garden,  and  a  kneeling  in  the 
church  at  Seisdon,  were  bought.  Lot  on  an  impro?ideiit  lease 
of  961  years  for  9s.  4d.,  but  worth  £5  188.  per  annum. 

Mary  Andrews  (1716),  rents  of  a  cottage  and  3a.  3b.  Op.  of 
land,  £6  158. 

Trimpley  Landi  rent  of  2(  acres,  near  Kidderminster^  bought 
in  1712,  with  several  donations.  Ids.  in  books  for  the  Free 
School,  and  £8  7s.  for  the  poor.  The  school-room  was  bnilt  on 
a  part  of  the  waste,  for  which  a  chief  rent  of  4s.  4d.  is  paid  to 
the  lord  of  the  manor  by  the  parish.  It  is  rent-free,  bnt  repaid 
out  of  the  school  funds. 

John  Budge  and  others  (1725),  three  annuities  amounting 
to  £3  128. 

Thomas  and  Samuel  Peach  (1800),  £1  10s.  out  of  £100  in 
the  three  per  cents.,  for  the  equal  use  of  the  poor  and  the  school. 

The  followino-  was  the  distribution,  at  the  visit  of  the  Charity 
Cummiabioucrs ; — 


Bent  of  the  Balwardine  land  

Ditto  ot  SbiDtoD'ft  aaadow  and  |, 


£  a.  d. 
U  18  » 

1  10  0 


mtto  of  Aadmra't  oluurity  land*  . 
Ditto  of  pooi^o  laado  a*  Trinploy . 


e  16 

8  7 


4obii  Bodgo'o  omkiaJty    8  0  0 

Wliador'a  aiuraltiy   1  0  0 

Eetitif*  annaity    0  19  0 

Xho«.«ad  SamLPeacb  a  dividooda.  1  10  0 


»  19  9 


a.  d. 


f  Dfatribntad  In  br«aid  oaaitarly. 

Cbriaiaiaa«) 
(   for  aboao  and  otookloga  f 


{Ditto  In  monajr  at  Cbriaimaa, 

■ " aga  

Distributed  lu  money  nt  Cbiisimas.. 

1  Di9tMbut*>d  arnnng  tire)ve  poor) 
J  chiliimi.oi  to  tlwalokaodold  > 
(   poiUbioDera...,.,,..,   ) 

I  X^trlbmad  in  noncf  at  Chriirtnifta.. 

Itisiiii  ni<'d  in  brenil  at  Cttri'.iruaa  | 
to   ilie    poor   of   batadou,  ua 
StrafTord'*  charity  ) 

ReaMoa  diatribatod  in  moaaf  ta  t 
Aagoat  f 


0  18 

1  10 


0 
0 

0 

0 
0 


0  3  0 


SO  8  0 


31  12  i 
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STOWS  PBU  SCHOOL. 


The  several  distributions  beforO'inentioned,  with  the  ex* 
ception  of  Strafford's  2s.,  nro  made  among  the  poor  of  the 
parish^  generally  without  distinction  of  townships.  The 
Christmas  distribution  of  1819  afforded  relief  to  fifty^  aad  that 
of  Ang^stj  1820,  to  72  poor  fiimilies  of  the  parish. 


ST  OWE. 

Stowe  is  a  small  village,  seven  miles  from  Stafford.  The  parish 
contains  7U80  acres,  and  only  1300  people.  E.irl  Ferrers  in  lord 
of  the  manor.  The  lirat  N'iscount  Hereford  wa>  buried  here,  and 
his  two  wives.  He  was  one  of  the  renowned  admirals  who,  in 
the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  fouglit  a<^ainRt  the  French. 

The  School. — There  is  in  ihe  parish  of  Stowe  a  parcel  of 
land  called  the  School-laud,  and  also  a  school  and  small  house 
adjoining  thereto.  It  is  not  known  from  whom  they  were  de- 
rived, but  the  schoolmaster  for  the  time  being  has  enjoyed  tho 
benefit  of  them  as  long  as  can  bo  remembered.  The  school- 
land  was  in  the  occupation  of  the  schoolmaster  himself  at  one 
period;  bat  Earl  Ferrers  afterwards  took  the  land,  and  paid  the 
master  £9  a-year  for  it,  which  was  considered  as  the  fall  valae. 
The  land  and  the  honse  adjoining  the  school  are  now  occupied 
at  the  rent  of  £16,  which  is  the  full  value.  The  present  master 
was  appointed  hy  Earl  Ferrers.  He  also  receives  ^m  the 
parish  officers  the  yeariy  sum  of  £8,  as  part  of  the  rents  of  the 
poor's-land.  For  these  sums  he  teaches  20  poor  boys.  On  ac- 
count of  these  payments,  the  master  keeps  school  in  the  old 
Bchool-room,  and  he  states  that  he  considers  himself  bound  to 
take  lU  free  .scholars.  He  does  not,  however,  confine  himself 
to  that  iiuniber,  but  takes  aa  many  children  free  as  a})])ly  to 
him,  and  whose  parents  cannot  afford  to  pay  for  their  education, 
provided  the  pari?>li  officers  will  give  them  such  clothing  as  will 
keep  them  decent.  lie  has  now  13  or  14  free  scholars.  He  has 
also  agreed  to  take  the  children  of  labourers,  if  they  have  not 
the  means  of  keeping  a  cow,  at  2s.  Od.  ]ier  quarter.  The  chil- 
dren are  taught  readings  writings  and  the  first  four  rules  of 
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arithmeuc ;  and  if  tlic  free  scholars  require  it,  farther  instruc- 
tion is  given  them  in  accounts  or  mathematics. 

Charities. — Five  parish  houses  rent-free,  for  five  poor  fami- 
lies, from  different  gifts  combined. — ^Abraham  Gordon  (17i0), 
left  15s.  out  of  the  Yeld,  for  the  poor.— John  Tooth  (1G92),  left 
12s.  out  of  the  Broad-meadow,  Drointon,  to  the  poor  on  Chriat- 
mas-day. — Poor's-land^  rents  thereof :  half-yearly,  on  Ladyday 
and  Micfaaelmas-day,  to  the  poor  and  other  purposes,  viz. :  £5 
to  the  schoolmaster,  3  gameas  to  the  Infirmaiy,  and  remainder 
to  the  poor. — 'Thomas  Wilkes,  lOs.  per  ann.  for  the  poor. 


CfiOXDEN. 

Ckoxden  is  a  luimlet  of  scutterod  houses,  embellished  by  the 
ruins  of  an  ancient  abbey,  founded  by  Bertram  de  Yei  den,  in 
1176.  The  heart  of  Kiiiu;  John  was  buried  here.  This  parish 
has  only  300  inliabitants,  with  2,400  acres  of  land. 

Lord  Piekkepont's  Gift. — Gervas  Lord  Picrrepont,  who 
died  in  1715,  by  his  will,  bearing  date  17th  March,  1681,  gave 
£5  to  the  poor  of  Croxden,  to  be  paid  them  yearly  for  ever, 
which  he  thereby  charged  npon  his  lands  in  the  county  <^ 
Stafford,  and  other  counties,  devised  by  his  will.  By  an  Act 
of  Parliament,  passed  in  the  9th  George  1st,  relating  to  the 
sale  of  the  manor  of  Croxden,  and  other  lands,  late  the  estate 
of  the  Doke  of  Kingston,  in  the  oonnty  of  Stafford,  this  azmnitj 
was  charged  wholly  npon  an  estate  in  the  parish  of  Crozden, 
now  the  property  of  the  Earl  of  Macclesfield.  The  annual  snm 
of  £5  is  paid  hy  his  lordship's  agent,  to  a  schoolmaster,  for 
teaching  12  poor  children  (boys  and  girls),  of  the  parish, 
nominated  by  the  churchwardens,  to  read  and  write.  This 
annuity  appears  to  have  been  paid  in  the  same  manner  to  a 
bchoolinaster  for  above  a  ccntuiy  past. 

GoODALLb'  Charity. — John  Goodall,  by  his  will,  bearing 
date  1st  December,  1804,  directed  that  the  use  of  £5  should  be 
given  in  bread,  on  Christmas-day  yearly,  to  the  poor  of 
Croxden  parish.  Anne  Goodnll,  tlie  widow  and  administratrix, 
with  the  will  annexed  of  the  donor,  after  his  death,  married 
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JcrcmiAh  Bobinson,  and  they  have  annually,  on  Christmas-day, 
after  sexrice  in  the  church,  distributed  bread  to  the  value  of 
58.,  in  respect  of  the  ioterest  of  the  above-mentioned  sum,  in 
small  loaves  to  the  poor  of  the  parish. 


BABLASTON. 

Although  the  railway,  along  which  are  whirled  mauy  thousands 
daily  to  and  from  that  beehive  called  the  Potteries,  appruaches 
close  to  this  villag-e,  it  does  not  bear  the  least  mark  ot  inaiiulac- 
tures  of  any  sort.  Tn  place  of  that,  nature  has  made  it  a 
delightful  spot,  and  it  is  as  secluded  as  though  no  tall  chimnies 
— those  fingerposts  of  sweat,  toil,  and  commerce — were  within 
a  hundred  miles;  but  it  boasts  some  fine  handsome  seats^ 
oocnpied  by  the  men  whose  abilities  have  been  devoted  to  the 
porcelain  trade^  and  who  woo  the  sweets  of  retirement,  now 
that  they  have  won  the  golden  laurels  of  trade. 

Thb  School,  with  whiob  is  connected  the  post-office^  stsnds 
on  Uie  road-side^  where  a  large  open  space  or  green  spreads 
itself.  The  mistress^  Ann  Ford,  was  appointed  two  years  ago  j 
ber  sister  was  in  the  same  situation  for  13  years — their  mother 
for  1(>  }  ears — oakd  their  grandmother  for  about  35  years — so 
that  for  60  years  the  Fords  have  taught  the  young  idea  of 
Barlaston  how  to  shoot.  Thomas  Mills,  Esq.,  of  Barlaston 
Hall,  in  his  will,  dated  IGth  November,  1800,  states  that  he 
had  appointed  the  schoolmistress,  and  bequeathed  the  interest 
of  £500  in  the  three  per  cents,  tor  the  benefit  of  the  .schoolmis- 
tress or  schoohnastcr,  to  the  amount  of  412,  and  the  residue 
for  books  for  the  scholars  ;  Init  should  the  residue  exceed  these 
requirements,  then  the  rej^airs  of  the  school-house  and  premises 
should  be  provided  thei  efrom ;  but  should  a  surjjlus  still  there- 
after exist,  it  should  be  given  to  the  poor.  K.  T.  Adderiey, 
Esq.,  the  lord  of  the  manor  (who  has  succeeded  to  Bai-laston 
Hall  by  his  father's  marriage  with  one  of  the  co-heiresses  of 
of  the  school  founder),  pays  the  schoolmistress  £20  per  annum. 
Twenty  boys  and  girls  are  taught  and  supplied  with  books, 
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free;  15  others  pay  2d.  a^week.  The  repaira  are  also  done 
from  the  fund. 

Charities  fob  the  Poor. — ^Richard  Hand  (1711),  interest 
of  M,  for  bread  at  ChristmaSj  Easter,  Midsammer,  and 
Michaelmas,  to  the  poor;  this  is  charged  on  the  Wood  Estate. — 
Thomas  Shelley  (1717),  10s.  per  annum. — Bandle  Felkin 
(1724),  4s.  per  annum.— John  Willot  (1729),  interest  of  £5  per 
annnm,  for  bread  for  the  poor  r  lost. — Samuel  Bagnall  (1727), 
interest  of  £200  at  four  per  cent:  half  for  the  poor  of  Barlaston, 
and  half  for  Kibblestone,  in  Stone  parish. 


ECCLESHALL. 

EcCLEsnALL  parish  is  one  of  tlic  most  fertile  and  largest  parochial 
districts  in  Staffordshire.  Its  area  iucludes  20,000  acres  of  land 
with  a  population  of  scarcely  5,000.  Tlie  seat  of  the  Bishop  of 
Lichfield,  who  is  lord  of  the  manor,  is  in  this  parish.  It  is  said 
that  in  the  year  a.d.  60,  Vespasian,  the  Roman  general,  built  a 
fort  here  which,  from  a  Roman  gtnndnrd  flying  on  its  battle- 
ments, gave  it  the  name  of  Eagles  Hall.  About'one  mile  west 
of  the  town  of  Eccleshall  there  is  a  farm  called  the  Hough, 
belonging  to  the  bishop,  which  for  many  centuries  has  been 
leased  to  a  fionily  of  name  of  Blest,  the  lease  being  always 
headed — 

"  While  tlie  ivy  is  (rre«n  nnc!  the  hoHy  if  rough 
This  U  a  lease  fur  the  Dle&t  ol  iho  Hough." 

TH£  SCHOOL. 

There  is  a  school-room  in  the  town,  which  is  kept  in  repair 
by  the  parish,  who  also  appoint  the  schoolmaster.  The  only 
endowments  are  the  following : — 

MnroBs's  Qsn.^Jii.  Eobeit  M}  nors,  siirgeon,  late  of  BiiminglmiD,  left  \/j 
his  will  the  sum  of  £60^  in  trast^  to  the  fiishop  of  Idcbfidd  tad  Gomtiy,  aad 
the  ricar  of  EooleBhaU  for  tiie  time  bemg,  to  be  disposed  <rf  aocofding  to  thdr 
diaeretion,  for  the  benefit  of  the  church  school  at  SodeshalL  lliis  kgior  was 

invested  in  the  purchase  of  £70 14s.  Gd.  three  per  cent,  consolidated  annuities,  in 
the  names  of  the  late  Bishop  of  Lichfield  and  Coventry  and  the  Rev.  John  Henxy 
Powell,  lata  Tioar  of  Kcriiwhall.  Ihe  diyidfind^  being  £S  2a.  6d.  a  jear,  tod 
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received  by  the  Lite  vicar,  who  gent  one  or  two  poor  children  to  f  liis  school  to  be 
taught,  ia  respect  of  that  smu.  Smce  his  death,  which  took  pluce  ia  1822,  the 
dividends  have  not  been  received,   ifr.  J.  M.  Wood  is  the  schoolumster. 

Rbv.  Mr.  Powell's  Gifl— The  Rev.  John  Hemy  Powtll,  by  hia  wiU, 
bearing  date  the  8nd  July;  1881,  and  proved  in  the  Pzerogative  Court  <tf  Canter- 
bury  the  23id  Hay,  18SS3,  gave  all  bis  real  and  penonal  estate  after  the  death  off 
hia  irife  and  three  other  fiawms  who  had  loooeasive  life  interests  therem,  to  the 
Bishop  of  Lichdeld  and  Coventry  and  the  vicar  of  Eccleshall  for  the  time  bdng;  in 
trust  to  pay  the  interest  arising  from  his  estate,  by  half-yearly  payments,  to  the 
master  of  the  church  school  of  Ecr  lcsliall  (who  should  be  a  clergyman  of  the 
Estahlished  Church),  on  conflitinn  that  the  parish  should  relinquish  all  right  and 
title  whatever  to  the  appointment  of  the  master,  and  that  the  appointment  should 
be  vested  solely  in  the  vicar,  subject  to  the  approbation  of  the  bishop  ;  that  the 
parish  should  continue  to  repuir  and  to  do  whatever  was  then  done  by  them  io  the 
schoolboiue,  and  that  the  master  should  occasionally  assist  the  vicar  in  the  duties 
of  his  ehnrch  and  parish,  as  the  vicar  might  thhik  proper ;  also  that  the  master 
should  be  a  member  of  one  of  onr  nniversities,  and  a  bachelor  of  arts  at  least ;  and 
his  will  was,  that  the  first  half-yeaily  payment  ahonld  not  commenee  until  14 
years  after  the  decease  of  George  Blaehford,  the  l^t  of  the  tenants  for  life  therein 
mentioned;  and  he  desired  that  the  master  should  preach  a  sermon  in  the  parish 
elmreh  of  Eci  iLslmll  every  yenr,  on  the  18th  day  of  February,  in  commemoration 
ot  that  ( luhnvment.    A)  c  arc  iu formed  lh.it  Mr,  Powell  left  no  real  estate,  and 
that  his  })ersonalty  aniountcd  lo  about  £>00.    The  school  has  not  yet  come  into 
possfssiou  of  this,  as  some  of  the  i/ersoiis  iiavin,:?  a  life  interest  arc  sliii  liviusr,  and 
at  their  decease  ^  term  of  li  years'  interest  must  accumulate  before  it  can  be 
endowed  therewith. 

In  1740,  John  Jervis,  of  Darlaston,  charged  his  land  at  Chatcoll  with  £5  per 
ammm,  for  teaching  poor  boys  of  Eeeksfaall,  bnt  it  has  never  been  paid. 

One  free  boy  is  tanght  by  the  first  benediction.  The  old  scfaod  is  supposed  to 
have  been  bdlt  in  the  reign  of  Qneen  Elisabeth. 

GENERAL  CHARITIES. 

Sir  John  PersliuU  (1012),  pasturage  for  16  poor  people*s 
cows,  on  32  acres  of"  land,  from  Lady-daj  to  Michaelmas. 

Sir  Charles  Skrymsher,  £10  per  annum  to  apprentice  one 
poor  boy  or  girl,  out  of  the  rent  of  Norbnrr  estate. 

Henry  Bennett  (1688),  £20  yearly  for  apprenticing  poor 
ohil<lri  n  of  Crnxton ;  and  £20  to  the  chaplain  of  Bronghton. 

Katherine  Yooge  (1072)^  £5  Ss.  per  annum  for  teaching 
poor  duldren  in  Gbames,  and  £1  for  the  poor  at  CKamea 
Cliapel,  the  day  before  Good  Friday. 

George  Broom  (17S0)^  lOs.  yearly  in  bread  for  the  poor  of 
Chorltonj  out  of  ax  houses  at  Hanley. 


Digitized  by  Google 


4»A 


HANBUKY. 

Hajtbixbt  is  a  smaU  and  pleasant  village^  seven  miles  west  of 
Bnrton.  The  parish  is  upwards  of  five  miles  squaroi  containing 
ten  villages  and  hamlets,  with  13,600  acres  of  land.  The 
village  contains  only  1600  acres,  and  about  150  people. 

THE  SCHOOL. 

Browki;'s  ENDovv'iiENT. — By  indenture  of  lease  and  release,  euroUcd  in 
Chancery,  t  he  release  dated  26tli  October,  1787,  recitiug,  that  Jane  Browne  died 
the  6th  Uctu})er,  1783,  having  by  her  will  bequeathed  £200  secured  on  the  tolls  of 
the  turnpike  roaU  between  Sudbury,  in  the  county  of  Derby,  and  Yoxall-bridge, 
in  the  Qotmty  of  Stafford,  to  be  hud  out  for  tlie  benefit  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
parish  of  Hanbarjr,  and  particnlaily  that  part  of  the  parish  tying  within  the 
manor  or  lordship  of  Fanld,  and  to  be  disposed  of  aooordhiir  to  the  disoetioii  of 
laaao  Hawkins  Browne,  Esq.,  her  son  and  heir,  md  mIb  executor ;  and  that 
Isaac  Hawkins  Browne  had  jodgcd  it  proper,  with  the  approbation  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  parish,  ti  c  onvey  to  trustees  jthe  lands  and  hereditaments  after- 
mentioned,  of  the  value  of  £200,  the  income  thereof  to  be  applied  towards 
supporting  t\  cliarity  school  williin  the  parish  ;  he,  Isaac  Hawkins  Browne, 
conveyed  to  Goorg'e  ijord  Vernon,  and  U  others,  trustees  of  t  he  estates  beloiif^ing 
to  the  town  of  Tutl)ury,  called  Wakclield's  charity,  and  their  heirs,  a  close  of 
2a.  and  111.,  called  the  Over  Field  piece,  and  2a.  and  3ii.  pari  of  a  piece  of  laud 
called  the  Over  Dam  piece,  both  in  Draycott  in  the  parish  of  Hanbury,  and 
a4jouung  the  road  finm  Sndbary  to  Udifield,  utKtn  trust,  to  apply  rents  and 
profits  ihereoC  towards  supporting  a  charity  school  within  the  parish  of  Hanbnrx, 
for  instraoting  as  many  poor  girb  inhabitbg  within  the  parish,  as  the  rents  and 
profits  would  extend  to  instruct  in  the  principles  <tf  the  Church  of  England,  and 
to  read  and  say  their  cateehisn,  and  to  knit,  sow,  and  work  plain  work,  and  for 
books  for  their  improvement ;  one-half  of  them  to  be  chosen  out  of  the  hamlet 
or  district  of  FauM,  if  there  to  he  found,  and  the  other  half  out  of  the  townships, 
hamlets  or  districts  of  Hanbury,  Ilauljury  Wood-end,  Coton,  and  Draycott  in 
the  Clay,  if  there  to  be  found ;  and  in  ea-se  a  sutUcicnt  number  of  poor  ^'irls 
to  make  up  one-half  should  not  be  found  in  Fauld,  other  poor  girls  should  be 
chosen  from  the  other  districts  above-mentioned ;  and  iu  case  a  suthcient  number 
of  poor  giris  should  not  be  found  hi  flie  last  mentioned  districts  for  the  above 
purposes,  then  the  trustees  should  choose  poor  giris  out  of  any  part  of  the  parish ; 
and  in  case  there  should  not  be  a  snflldent  number  of  poor  girls  within  the  parish, 
wiUmgto  be  instructed  as  aforesaid,  so  that  the  tfistees  sbotild  not  expend  the 
whole  of  the  rents  and  profits  in  instruoting  poor  girls,  then  the  trustees  should 
apply  the  unapplied  part  thereof  for  any  other  charitable  use,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  poor  of  the  perish  of  Hanbuiy,  as  they  sboold  think  fit :  And  it  was  Uierebj 
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directed,  that  the  tnuteca  of  Wakefield's  diaritj  should  ftlwajs  be  trustees  for 

the  charity  thereby  given. 

Tlie  land  mentioned  in  the  deed,  is  let  at  £12  12s.  per  annnm  ;  and  a  jnecc  of 
ground  half  an  acre  in  llaubury  Wood-cud,  which  has  been  allot  led  in  respect  of 
the  land  on  the  inclosnre  ol  Needwood  Forcbi,  is  let  at  £i  p<n-  aimuin. 

Hawkins's  Knixjumi-nt. — The  late  ^fr.  TTnwkins,  of  Burtnu-upon-Trent, 
having  left  to  his  exeeutt)rs  a  large  sum  of  nuuiey,  to  be  aj)plicd  for  charitable 
purposes,  at  their  discreliou,  au  applicatiou  was  made  to  them  by  the  Ilev.  Hugh 
Bailye^  of  Haubury,  for  sn  augmentation  of  the  endovmaii  of  the  duni^  school; 
and  in  oonseqnenoe  tiiereof,  they  paid  him  the  sam  of  £300  w)di3i  was  invested  m 
1801^  in  the  piuchase  of  £354 16s.  4d.  three  per  cent  consols,  in  tlie  names  of  tbe 
late  Edwaid  Chcn^,  Esq.,  the  late  Lord  Vernon,  the  Rer.  Vlred  Anson,  and  Mr. 
Bailye,  in  taut  for  the  scbooL  The  dividends  of  the  stock  are  £10  12s.  lOd.a-ycar. 

Gaant  fbok  thb  Cbown.— On  the  inclosore  of  Meed  wood  ITorest,  whidi 
was  part  of  the  posseasiona  of  Lancaster,  it  was  proposed  to  appropriate  an 
allotmeut  for  the  supp<jrt  of  a  school  at  Hanbury.  This  object  was  not  cfTecled; 
but  iu  consequence  of  au  applieation  afterwards  made  by  Mr.  Bailye,  a  Brranl  from 
the  crown  was  procured  by  the  right  honourable  C.  Brasrpe  Ixdiiurst,  then 
chancellor  of  the  duchy,  of  the  sum  of  JLMKJ  out  of  thu  produce  of  the  forest 
timber,  to  be  applied  for  the  use  of  the  school ;  and  authority  was  given  by  the 
grant  to  set  apart  a  portion  of  the  interest  as  a  fond  for  repairing  the  house  now 
belonging  to  the  scfaooL  Thesnmof  £iOOofthemonqr,  was  paid  to  Mr.  Bailye 
in  18S5,  and  inTested  in  the  same  stock. 

A  house,  contuning  a  school,  and  apartments  for  a  master  and  his  wife,  was 
erected,  at  the  expense  of  £400  or  thereabouts,  which  was  raised  by  subscriptions^ 
aided  by  a  donation  from  the  diocesan  school  society  at  Lichfield.  There  are 
about  30  children,  boys  and  girls,  from  Hanbury  and  Drayeott  attendiui?  the 
school,  who  are  instructed  as  free  scholars  by  the  master  and  his  wife,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Wakelin,  upon  thf  National  school  system;  and  the  master  has  also  a  few 
other  scholars,  paid  for  hy  their  parents. 

The  master,  who  ia  elected  by  the  trustees  of  W  akclleld's  charity,  in  Tutbury, 
xeodvea  the  rente  of  the  land,  £18  12s.  a-ycar,  together  with  £10  aryear  ont  of 
the  difideods  of  the  stock ;  and  the  remainder  of  the  dividends  is  applied  for 
stationery  used  in  the  school 

Charitiks. — Tlie  town  lands  rents,  £35  13s.,  are  devoted  to 
puldic  purposes  of  rates,  levies,  aud  repairs.  The  poor's  laotls 
are  let  for  £13  per  annum,  and  distributed  on  Good  Friday 
and  St.  Thomaa's-day.— Geo.  Timbrill  (1703),  lOs.  for  the 
poor. — Jolm  ViUiers  J1719),  £6  for  the  poor. — Joan  Henley 
(i  7^),  128.  for  poor  widows  on  Good  Friday  and  St.  Thomaa's- 
day. — Mrs.  Woolock,  10s.  for  a  sermon  on  New  Year'a-daj; 
lOs.  to  the  pariBh  derk  to  keep  the  family  monument  dean ; 
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and  10a.  to  the  poor. — Lord  Vernon's  estate,  6s.  8d.  t^jear, 
for  tlie  poor  of  Draycott,  by  Mr.  Foster. — R.  J.  Harper,  axe- 
bearer  to  Her  Majesty  (1846),  interest  of  £100  for  ooals  for  the 
poor  of  Hanbniy. 


NEWBOBOUGH. 

NiwBOBOUOH  is  a  village  eight  miles  west  of  Burton,  with 
2,970  acres  of  land,  and  abont  800  people* 

Ths  School. — ^The  boys'  charity  sdiool  was  bnilt  by  snb* 
Bcription,  it  is  endowed  with  £4  per  annum,  left  by  the  Rev,  J* 
Kobinson,  for  the  teaching  of  eight  poor  children,  and  with  the 
interest  of  £20  left  by  Andrew  Newton,  of  Lichfield,  for 
teaching  one  free  scholar. 

CiLVRiTiEs. — \Vm.  Evans  (1620),  left  68.  8d.  yearly  out  of 
Pingle  Field  i'ov  the  poor. — Walter  Agard  and  Tiiouias  Smith 
left  three  guiueas  out  of  Tiiik\s  Croft  for  the  poor,  on  Good 
Friday,  and  1st  November,  yearly. 


C0LT02^. 

CoLTON  is  a  long  straggling  village,  two  miles  north  of  Rugel^, 
containing  3,870  ncrcs  of  land,  and  672  souls.  The  church  is  a 
small  ancient  edifice,  the  parish  clerk  of  which  enjoys  a  rent-free 
house  and  di  acres  of  land,  from  an  unl^pown  donor. 

THE  FKEE  SCHOOL. 

This  school  was  founded  and  endowed,  partly  with  mouies  suljscribed  by  tlie 
neiglilw'urhood,  and  partly  with  some  parochial  levies  raised  for  the  pnrpose, 
whicli  Lu^cihcr  proUucixi  a  buiu  udvquiitc  to  iLc  purchu&ti  of  the  &diool  preuii&es 
indestota* 

Tiro  several  conv^yuioeei  by  lease  aodidease,  in  one  of  which,  dated  99Ui  and 
aOth  Novembn;  1761^  in  oonsidention  ci  two  sums  of  £60  and  £40^  a  bonse  and 
pMmiaea  at  Cotton,  in  the  oonnty  of  Btaffiocd;  and  in  the  other,  in  oonaidevatuni 
of  £S50,  certain  lands  and  pzemises  in  the  paiisii  of  Uttoieter,  in  the  same  county. 
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were  respectively  conveyed  to  Sir  Walter  Wagstafl'  Bagot,  of  BlithUcid,  baronet, 
Robert  Laudor,  and  Johu  Fegg,  and  their  heirs. 

And    aa  iDdeatiixe  tiS  iMigain  and  sale,  enrolled,  dated  Ufb  February,  1765, 
between  the  said  Sir  Walter  Wagataff  Bagot,  Robert  Landor,  and  John  Fegg,  of 
the  one  part}  and  Williani  Bagot,  son  and  hnr'appirent  of  Sir  Walter  WagstalT 
Bagot,  and  others,  of  the  other  part ;  it  is  witnessed,  that  for  the  nominal  consi- 
deration therein  mentioned,  the  parties  of  the  first  part  grouted,  released,  and 
oonfirmed,  to  (he  part  ics  of  the  second  part,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  all  thai«ew^ 
erected  messuage  and  schodl-honse,  with  the  garden  hcmplot,and  outbuildings,  m 
Colton;  also  a  close  of  land  in  Colton,  called  Yincon's,  otherwise  Vinson's 
Hollowdale,  containing  by  estimation,  three  acres;  and  also,  several  closes  of 
land,  in  the  parish  of  T'ttoxeter,  called  the  Cuneys,  idias  Keyuccs;  llie  I'it-close, 
the  Aap-dose,  uiid  the  Old  Meatluw ;  which  Lu»t  mentioned  premises  were  forme  rly 
taken  from  a  parcel  of  ground,  called  the  Long  Heath,  and  all  that  other  parcel 
of  ground  then  or  theretofore  taken  fvm  the  Stocking,  which  bat  menCkned 
lands  oontamed  about  90  acres,  to  hold  the  same  unto  and  to  the  use  of  the  parties 
of  the  second  part,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  upon  the  tmsts  fbllotnng,  vis. as 
to  the  messuage  and  school-house,  with  the  appurtenances,  upon  trust,  to  be  for 
ever  thereafter  occupied  and  enjoyed  by  such  fit  and  proper  i)erson  as  should  from 
time  to  time  be  elected  by  the  i>arties  of  the  second  part,  or  the  major  part  of  them, 
their  heirs  and  assifjns,  to  instruct  20  poor  children,  of  the  n^p  of  5  ycr,rs,  but  not 
imdcr,  inhabitants  and  parishioners  of  CJolton,  in  such  braiu  ht  s  of  U  arning-  and 
education  as  tlureinaftcr  mentioned.   And  as  to  Vincou's,  uihciwise  Vinson's 
Holluwdale,  upon  trust,  to  permit  the  rector  of  Colton,  for  the  time  being,  to  hold 
the  same,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  £3,  clear  of  all  taxes  and  other  outgoings ;  but  if 
snch  reotor  for  the  time  being  shonU  tefose  to  give  snch  rent  of  SS^  then  the  last 
mentioned  land  to  be  let  bjr  the  parties  of  the  aecond  part,tbdr  heiia  and  assigns, 
for  the  most  rent,  and  npon  the  best  terms ;  ont  of  which  rent  of  £3  or  sndi  other 
rent,  so  to  be  reserved,  as  aforesaid,  SQs.,  part  therecf,  to  be  for  ever  thereailer 
given  and  distributed  aiiion^^-si  ^ucli  poor  persons,  on  Good  Friday,  as  shoiddfaU 
under  the  description  in  the  will  of  Mary  Taylor,  spinster,  and  subject  thereto, 
and  ( IiarjTcable  therewith;  then  as  to  the  rcmaimler  of  the  rent  of  Vincon's,  alias 
Vinson's  TTollowdnle,  and  then-ents  and  profit!^  of  the  lands  in  the  jiari^h  of 
Uttoxt  ter,  uj[)on  tru^t,  yearly,  to  pay,  npply.  and  dispose  of  t  lie  saute  in  the  manner 
following,  viz.,  the  cU  ai  aet  sum  of  110,  part  thereof,  to  .such  fit  and  proper 
person  as  should  be  schoolmaster  of  Coituu  fur  tlie  time  being,  and  who  should 
^gently  and  carefully  teach  and  instruct  the  before-mentioned  twenty  poor 
children,  of  the  age  heforC'maitioned,  inhabitants  and  pari^oners  of  Colton,  in 
the  following  branches  of  learning,  to  wit ;  to  read  English,  and  particularly 
to  perfect  them  m  the  Church  of  England  catechism,  to  write,  and  to  acoovnt, 
and  should  conform  himself  in  every  respect  to  such  rules  and  orders,  as  were 
thereinafter  mentioned,  and  snbject  as  aforesaid ;  then  upon  further  trust,  to 
a])ply  and  dispose  of  the  residue  of  such  rents  and  profits  in  the  purchase  of 
books,  paper,  quills,  and  ink,  for  those  of  the  poor  children  whose  parents  or  near 
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relations  could  not  aflbrcl  to  purchase  the  sume  ;  and  if  there  should  be  then  au 
overplus  of  the  rents  and  i)ronts,  the  Ramc  from  time  to  tirne  should  bo  applied 
to  purcluise  of  coals,  fur  the  beni'lit  and  use  of  such  poor  chihlren;  ami  if  there 
then  remained  uuy  overplus,  the  same  should  be  laid  out  and  dis^Kised  of  for  the 
repairing  the  meiaiiage  and  aduMl-hoiue»  asd  to  and  for  no  other  use,  intent  <Hr 
purpose  whatsoever  j  and  it  waa  provided,  that  in  order  to  prevent  the  poor 
ehikben  fimm  heing  neglected,  onr  not  well  instnioted  in  audi  bvanehea  of  kaning 
above  specified;  and  that  tiie  attention  of  the  sohoolmaster  for  the  time  being, 
might  not  be  too  much  engaged  or  taken  up  with  other  scholars,  the  Sfdioolniaster 
of  Collon  for  the  time  being  should  not  have  or  be  permitted  to  take  at  any  one 
time  under  his  care,  or  for  his  scholars,  more  than  forty,  and  that  the  twenty  poor 
children  above-mentioned  should  always  be  included  in  that  number,  unless  the 
schoolmaster  shoidd  have  a  proiier  assistant,  or  person  well  (luahlied  to  instruct 
a  greater  uund)er  of  children  thf\n  raif»ht  happen  to  be  under  his  care,  so  that  Uia 
schohirs,  who  were  the  immediate  objects  of  that  charity,  should  not  be  auy  ways 
neglected  in  the  learning  tl^reby  intended  them  :  And  also,  that  the  schoolmaster 
for  the  time  being,  so  olt  as  he  ooold  oonvemently,  shoald  attend  divine  service 
at  Colton  churdi  evexy  Snndajr,  and  on  anch  hoUdays  as  there  ahonld  be  divine 
service,  and  faring  with  him  the  poor  ehildren  that  should  be  hia  scholaia  and 
nnder  his  care,  and  be  watchful  that  their  behavionr  ahodd  be  decent  and  regular 
in  church  during  (li\  inc  service .  .lud  further,  that  every  schoolmaster  for  the 
charity,  should  only  be  elected  for  so  long  time  as  he  should  strictly  and  faithfully 
confonn  himself,  not  only  to  the  several  rules  and  orders  hefore-inenlioned,  but  to 
such  further  and  other  rules  and  orders  ns  sliould  thereafter  be  made  by  the 
parties  of  the  sccoml  part,  or  the  niajur  part  of  them,  tiicir  heirs  or  assigns,  for 
the  better  rcindattuu  of  the  charity;  and  that  for  the  breach  of  au)  one  of  them, 
or  for  iiii morality  of  any  kind,  it  should  be  kwlul  to  and  for  the  parties  of  the 
second  part,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  their  heirs  and  asssigns,  to  remove  snch 
sohoolmaster  from  the  school-houae,  and  the  premises  thereto  belonging,  and 
choose  another  fit  person  in  his  pUMse,  so  often  as  the  case  should  happen :  Audit 
is  hf  the  indenture  further  provided,  that  as  often  as  the  tnistees  should  fay  death 
or    'l  i  ;       he  reduced  to  three,  then  such  three  trustee^  c»  thesundvorof 
them,  should  toithwith  make  choice  of  so  many  other  fit  persons,  (the  rectors  of 
Colton  and  Blithticld  for  the  time  being  always  to  be  of  the  number,)  to  be 
trustees,  together  with  the  remainins^  trustees  or  trustee,  and  the  rectors  of 
Coltou  and  lilithtield  for  the  time  being,  tor  the  purposes  ai'orciiaid,  as  should 
make  up  the  number  of  trusties  nine,  and  that  thereupon  the  then  remaining 
trustees  shoiild  convey  all  and  singular  tlie  premises,  thai  the  same  might  be 
l^ally  vested  in  the  reoiaining  trustees,  and  the  rectors  of  BUtbfidd  and  Goltcm 
for  the  time  being,  and  auch  new  trustees  to  be  dhoeen,  their  heirs  and  assigns, 
upon  the  same  trusts.  The  trust  has  been  regdhiy  conttnned. 

The  premises  in  Colton  oonaist  of  the  sehool-bouse  and  achool-ioom,  whidi  are 
niuh  r  one  roof,  to  which  is  attached  a  garden  containing  about  twenty  perches^ 
and  also  a  field  of  tnif-jiind,  called  Vinoon's  HoUowdaU^  contaming  three  acres, 
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m  the  oocapatkm  of  the  zeoior,  who  pays  fiar  it  £3  per  mam,  vis.,  £8  to  tbe 
8eboolinaater,and£ltotbepoorir]]oattaiddhrmeiem^  aod  ercniaff 

QnGoodI*rida7. 

The  premises  in  the  pariah  of  Uttoxeter  oonaist  of  about  eig^itaen  acfes  aod 

tfaree^oariers,  meaaured,  vhidi  ia  short  by  an  acre  and  a  quarter  of  the  quautilj 
mentioned  in  the  deed  of  con?eyaooe,  hot  there  is  no  doubt  of  the  identity  of  tiio 
land ;  they  arc  all  old  inokwores,  and  the  ftnoea  have  the  ^ipeamioe  of  Imtg  in 

their  original  state. 

This  land  is  let  to  two  yearly  tenants;  al)oat  eleven  acres  at  a  rent  of  £14 
per  annum,  and  7a.  and  'Ui.  at  a  rent  of  £9  H>s.  per  Hrmum,  making  together 
with  the  £2  from  Yimou's  iioUowdale,  L-2o  iUs.  per  uuuiini. 

A  sum  of  £500  has  al^  been  given  by  John  Spencer,  Esq.,  of  BoUestone 
Park,  in  oooopiiaaoe  with  the  wiabea  of  hia  late  brother,  Fkanaa  Spenoer,  Eaci^  of 
Cdton,  to  the  tmateea,  to  be  applied  for  the  benefit  of  thia  inatitntioo,  k  aneh 
manner  as  thej  may  tlunk  proper.  The  tmatees  placed  itjm  the  Lichfield  Banky 
where  it  remained  at  £3  per  cent,  inteieats  but  it  was  resolved  by  the  trustees, 
at  a  mectmg  on  the  l^th  of  January,  1821,  that  this  aom  should  be  invested  in 
the  pablic  fund.'*,  or  on  real  security,  in  the  names  of  the  Honourable  and 
Hevercnd  Eich.-irtl  Bac^ot,  rector  of  Blidifield,  and  tlic  Hevercud  Charles  Savagre 
Landor,  rector  of  Chiton,  and  that  the  same  should  continnc  vested  in  the  nauica 
of  the  rectors  of  iililhtield  aud  Colton  for  the  lime  being,  aud  that  out  of  the 
interest  thereof  there  should  be  pfiid  yearly  to  the  schoolmaster  the  sura  of  £15 
as  uu  addition  to  his  salary,  in  cousiderutiuu  of  which  he  was  to  bo  expected  to 
leoeive  into  the  school  twenty  more  poor  childi«a  gratis,  in  addition  to  those 
motioned  in  the  before^nentioned  deed  of  the  11th  of  Vebmary,  1765,  sodi 
diildreo  to  be  amiointed  by  the  trustees,  and  to  be  parishionns  or  inhabitants  of 
Colton,  but  the  preference  to  be  given  to  parishioners.  It  was  farther  resolved, 
that  the  residiu  of  the  interest  should  he  employed  in  soeh  manner  for  the 
benefit  of  the  institatioo,  as  the  tmstees  sfaoold  annnafly  at  their  meeting 
i^point. 

There  is  also  a  snm  of  £S0  in  tlit"^  "Rntrcloy  Savings  P.ank,  proceeding  from  a 
fall  of  timber  upon  tlu;  charity  lauds,  wiiich  produced  £tj(),  to  which  was  added 
£30  fur  interest  from  the  late  Mr.  Kobcrt  Harvey,  in  whose  hands  the  money  hod 
remained. 

This  income  of  £40  IQs.  was  then  applied  in  the  foUowiag  manner The 
adioolmastw  reoeived  the  whole  of  the  Uttoxetear  rents,  lOs.  The  snm  of 
£15  for  one  yearns  interest  at  three  per  cent.  wUdi  was  all  that  was  received  from 
the  Liehfleld  Bank  npcm  the  iSSOO  was  also  paid  to  him.  ^  the  £3  a-year, 
payable  from  Vinson's  HoOowdale,  nme  years*  airears  were  paid  to  the  tmstees  in 
November,  1819,  from  whidi  a  sum  of  £9  17s.  9d.  was  applied  in  necessary 
repairs  of  the  school-house,  and*  £7  18s.  6d.  for  the  expenses  of  the  new  trust 
deed  executed  In  1S09.  But  whatever  was  not  wanted  for  incidental  expenses 
the  sclioolinaster  received.  There  is  a  sum  of  lis.  a-year  payable  to  the  lord  of 
the  fuaoor  of  Uttoxeter,  and  id.  acquittance,  an  airear  of  which,  amounting  to 
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13s.  4<I.,  was  paid  in  October,  1890;  and  a  farther  sum  of  £4 15s.  was  paid  in 
April,  1821,  for  school  books.  These  payments  created  an  actual  baknce  against 
tlx:  cliHrlty  of  t']  9s.  7cl. ;  but  was  this  sum  covered  by  the  increased  interest 
which  w;is  rcccivciJ  from  the  investment  of  the  £500  without  trenching  upon  the 
masters  income  ?  The  ];uk1  is  now  let  for  about  £28  per  anuuni  (£1  of  wliiph 
is  mven  to  the  puor),  and  tiiis,  with  the  interest  of  the  £600,  is  paiu  Lu  the 
uia&ter,  ultogethcr  £50. 

The  regular  nmnber  of  free  chiUnii  in  the  soliool  is  forty,  of  both  aexea;  at 
which  number  it  ia  kept  up;  and  the  master  does  not  objeot  to  mosei»  if  leoom- 
mended  by  the  trosteea. 

The  boya  and  giila  are  taught  in  one  room,  the  bc^s  at  the  bottom,  and  the 
girls  at  the  top.  The  master,  Mr.  Thomas  Lcmfcon,  teaches  the  boys,  and  his  wifo 
teaches  the  girls.  They  are  all  instructed  in  reading,  writbg,  and  arithmetic,  and 
th''  chnnli  cateclii^m,  to  which  last  part  of  the  instruction  the  master  iwiys 
]iartirular  attention,  in  C'lmpliance  witli  the  express  requisition  of  the  ileed  above 
abstracted.  The  girls  arc  also  taught  to  sew  and  knit.  The  rector  occasionally 
inspects  the  school. 

THOMAS  WEBB'S  SCHOOL. 

Thomas  Webb,  by  will,  dated  18th  September,  1801,  gave  and  begocaithed  all 
that  hoQse,  divided  into  three  dwellings,  with  the  gardens,  craft  adjoining,  and 
hempledc,  then  oooopied  by  George  Haiywood,  and  a  pablio-honse  called  the 
Three  Wheelat  and  also  the  hempleek  and  garden  belonging  to  the  samsi  situated 
in  the  parish  of  Colton,  and  which  he  meant  as  an  endowment  for  a  seliool,  to  be 
eatablishcd  in  the  village  of  Colton,  for  the  instruction  of  all  porar  female  children 
that  should  be  inhabitants  of  Colton,  in  reading-,  knittmg,  and  sewing;  and  he 
appointed,  that  the  trustees  of  the  soliool  sliouhl  be  all  tfie  inhabitants  of  the 
parish  of  Colton,  for  ever,  that  should  be  in  possession  of  a  rent,  £oUa-year  or 
upwards,  with  the  parson  anil  all  parisli  oUicei-s ;  and  after  pecuniary  let^cies,  the 
testator  gave  and  bequeathed  ail  iixc  rcmamder  of  Lis  real  uud  personal  tAiate  to- 
^oe.  Webb  Green,  during  hi»  life,  and  after  his  decease,  to  the  heirs  of  his  body. 

By  an  Indenture  erf  biurgain  and  sale  enrolled,  dated  the  SSnd  of  8q»tember„ 
1818,  between  Thomas  Webb  Green,  of  Lichfield,  gentleman,  heir-at-law,  and 
residuary  derisee  of  Thomaa  Wcibb,  the  testator  of  the  first  part;  the  Reverend 
Charles  Savage  Landor,  the  rector  of  Colton,  and  others,  of  the  second  part; 
and  John  Bi^er  Scott,  of  the  thhrd  part;  reciting,  that  the  parties  of  the 
second  part  were  respectively  nich  persons  as  were  qualified  by  the  will  of 
Thomas  TVebb  to  be  trustees,  and  that  they  had  therefore  requested  Thomas 
Webb  Circen,  as  such,  liis  lieir-at-law,  and  residuary  legatee,  to  confirm  and 
establish  the  charity,  pursuant  to  the  intentions  of  the  testator,  Thomas  Webl) 
Green,  granted  to  the  parties  of  the  second  part,  their  heirs  or  assigns,  all  that 
messuage,  dwelling-house,  or  tenements,  theretofore  in  three  parts  divided,  with 
the  gardens,  hempleek,  and  croft  adjoining,  situate  in  the  parish  of  Colton,  lately 
in  the  oeenpatkm  ot  Qeovge  Ha>^ood,  bat  then  of  Saiah  Adie,  by  virtue  of  n> 
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certain  lease,  d&ifA  28th  March,  1817,  for  a  term  of  21  yn  rr<  from  Lady-day, 
1817,  at  the  yearly  rent,  during  the  three  first  years,  of  6d.,  uud  during  the  last 
eighteen,  of  £4 :  and  also,  all  that  mcssuac^r ,  tenement,  or  puhlic-house,  known 
hy  the  name  of  the  Three  Wheels,  with  the  hcmph  clc  and  garden  thereto  hehm-^- 
iug,  situate  in  Colton,  and  then  in  the  occupat  ion  of  James  llaj-wood,  uiulf  r  .i 
lease,  dated  2nd  October,  1763,  for  the  term  uf  99  yoars,  from  the  20th  iiciJtciii- 
bcr  in  that  year,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  £1 15s.,  and  also  subjett  to  the  payment  of 
tbe  faftlwr  yearly  sum  of  90i.  on  Saint  Thomw's-daj,  to  tin  raotor  of  Colton  for 
tbe  time  betog*  to  be  api^ied  in  snch  »  manner  as  iras  directed  bgr  the  will  of 
John  Webb,  of  Wiggenton,  in  the  connty  of  Stafford ;  to  hold  the  aame  to  them 
in  tnut,  to  reodTe  the  rente  and  profits  of  tbe  aame  premiees,  and  after  defeajins 
the  expenses  of  the  tmsts,  to         the  reeidne  thereof  from  time  to  time,  in 
defraying  the  expenses  of  and  as  an  endowment  for  a  school  t  n  he  established  in 
the -grillage  of  Colton,  for  instructing  all  poor  female  children,  being  inhabitants 
of  the  parish  of  Polton,  for  ever,  in  the  possession  of  or  renting  lands  or 
t<?nements  of  the  annual  value  of  £50,  with  the  rtx^tor  and  parish  officers  for  the 
time  being,  suhjrct  to  sucli  rcfrulationa  as  the  inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  Colton, 
ui  t  he  major  part  of  them  for  the  Lime  being,  should  in  their  discretion  thiuk  proiM:r. 

A  school  was  established,  pursuant  to  this  endowment,  in  which  twenty  girls 
axe  tavght  readbg,  knitting,  and  aewing;  and  the  income  of  this  property, 
amounting  at  present  to  £S  16s.  has  been  regolarly  paid  to  a  schoolmistress,  for 
this  servioe,  for  which  it  cannot  be  o(msidered  as  more  thsn  adeqnate  pay,  though 
there  is  nothing  in  the  foundation  or  gnmt  to  limit  the  number  tmight  at  the 
school  to  twenty. 

Ko  iminorement  of  the  school  property  is  to  be  looked  for  tOl  the  ezpitatioa 

of  the  leases  in  18G1,  to  which  they  nrc  rr?pectivcly  subject ;  but  it  is  considered 
that  the  Three  Wheek  would  be  worth  from  £15  to  £^  a-year,  were  the  same 
not  leased,  and  Adie's  house,  which  comprises  the  three  original  dwelling's,  about 
£15  more.  Then-  arc  about  two  acres  of  land  hclou<i^inf;;  to  it,  and  the  premises 
have  been  put  in  excellent  condition,  at  considerable  expense,  hy  the  tenant. 
Tlie  niistrpss,  Mary  Gamer,  who  is  allowed  £18  per  annam,  conducts  the  school 
satisfactorily. 

Charitikb. — John  Webb,  20s.  per  annum  out  of  the  Three 
Wheels  pubiic-hoase,  in  money  to  ike  poor  on  St.  Thomas's- 
day. — Thomas  Russell  (1592),  £2  12s.  per  annum  out  of  March 
Bam  farm.— -Thomas  Taylor  (1676),  £2  12s.  per  annum  out  of 
Tinker's  Close ;  both  these  are  gi^en  in  bread  to  the  poor  eveiy 
Sunday. — Thomas  Butler  (1680),  £2  14s.  per  annum  out  of 
IJupper  Crab  Tree  Flat,  for  clotii  &c.,  for  llie  poor;  this  is 
laid  out  in  buying  three  eoats  and  a  gown  for  the  poor. — ^Mary 
Taylor  (1755),  left  £1  peramimn  for  the  poor  on  Good  Friday; 
this  is  mentioned  in  the  free  school  benefaction. 
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NORBURY. 

NoEBUKY  is  a  small  village  tive  miles  south  of  Eccleshall.  The 
parish  contains  5,270  acres,  and  about  400  people. 

The  School.— William  Derington  (in  1796  and  1797), 
bequeathed  568.  for  children  going  to  school,  out  of  Bojland's 
land ;  also  24s.  for  eight  twopenny  loaves  to  the  poor  eveiy  first 
and  second  Snnday  in  each  month. 

Sir  Charles  Skrymsher  (1708-9),  left  £10  to  apprentice  a 
poor  child  to  a  trade. 

Eleanor  Baldwin  (1717)  left  £6  per  annam  for  the  poor. 

An  unknown  donor  left  part  of  a  piece  of  land,  at  Little 
8ugnall,  for  the  poor.    The  rent  of  this  part  is  £4  4s.  per  ann. 


STANDON. 

Stahdok  is  a  small  pleasant  village  six  miles  west  of  Stone,  .con- 
taining 400  inhabitants,  and  2,541  acres  of  land.   The  only 

chrfrity  for  the  poor  is  £4  per  annum,  left  by  Mrs.  Margaret 

Owen,  111  i8u9,  as  the  interest  of  ^90. 

Mf:8.  Tagg's  Charity. — Ann  Tagg  bequeathed  £oO,  which 
slie  (liivuted  to  be  in  vested. for  the  beneiit  of  a  schoolmaster. 
The  estate  upon  which  this  money  was  charged  was  devised  by 
Edward  Astbnry  to  his  son  £dward^  from  whom  it  was  pnr- 
cbased  by  John  Astbnry,  another  of  his  sons.  From  the  period 
when  he  purchased  this  estate  he  has  paid  the  yearly  sum  of  £3. 
The  sum  of  £3  from  this  charity,  and  the  like  sum  from  Mar- 
garet Plant's  charity,  next  mentioned,  has  been  paid  over  to  a 
schoolmaster  in  Standon,  who,  in  consideration  thereof,  has 
taught  ten  ])oor  children  of  the  parish  to  read ;  these  children 
have  been  appointed  by  one  of  the  churcliwardens. 

Mrs.  Pt.axt*s  Charity. — Margaret  Plant,  by  vn}],  dated  Gth 
February,  ItiUO,  bequeathed  £oO,  in  trust,  to  bo  set  out  to 
interest  by  her  executors,  and  the  intei-est  thereof  to  be  applied 
yearly  for  instructing  as  many  poor  children  of  the  parish  of 
Standon  to  read  as  the  interest  thereof  would  pay  for  j  and  she 
appointed  her  brother,  Edward  Astbury,  and  her  nephews. 
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Thomaa  Astbury  and  Jolin  Astbnry^  her  ezecatora.  The  sum 
of  £3  per  annum  has  hitherto  been  paid,  as  abeady  mentioned 
in  onr  account  of  the  preceding  charity^  to  a  schooltnaater  in 
respect  of  this  legacy.  This  has  been  paid  by  the  same  person 
as  the  £8  in  respect  of  Mrs.  Tagg's  gift.  • 


K  £  £  L  £• 

Keele  is  a  village  three  miles  from  Newcastle,  with  1 200  inha- 
bitant:-_,  and  2700  acres  of  land. 

Mks.  Snkyd's  Charity. — In  an  ancient  parish  book,  com- 
mencinL'  in  lOOiS,  containing  clmrchwiirdens'  accounts,  a  terrier 
of  the  li\ing,  and  other  matters,  is  an  entry,  stating  that  Madam 
Frances  Sneyd^  wife  of  Captain  Sneyd,  left  £100,  the  interest 
whereof  went  yearly  to  pay  for  poor  children's  schooling.  Upon 
a  benefaction* table  in  the  cliurcli  at  Keele,  dated  in  1734,  it  is 
stated  that  this  sum  was  left  for  a  free  school,  to  instruct  12 
children.  In  the  old  book  it  is  further  stated,  that  this  and  four 
other  benefactions  were  laid  out  upon  a  mortgage  at  Penfields. 
The  land  at  Penfields  belongs  to  Balph  Sneyd,  Esq.,  of  Keele 
Hell ;  but  nothing  is  now  known  of  this  mortgage.  Mr.  Sneyd'a 
steward  pays  £5  a-year  towards  the  support  of  a  free  school  for 
gills  at  Keele,  conducted  on  the  plan  of  the  national  schoolst, 
and  maintained  by  subscription.  Mr.  Sneyd  considers  twelve 
of  the  girls  as  appointed  by  him,  in  compliance  with  the  above 
benefaction.  This  school  has  been  established  4-5  years.  Before 
that  time,  12  girls  were  sent  by  Mrs.  Sncyd  to  a  school  in  the 
parisli,  the  mistress  of  which  took  other  scholars  for  pay  ;  and 
she  added  to  the  €5  whatever  further  was  necessary  for  the 
schooling  of  those  twolve  girls. 

Charities. — Thomas  Walthall  (1693)^  by  an  unknown  donor 
(supposed  to  be  Mr.  Audley),  24s.  per  ann.,  the  interest  of  £20; 
John  Sneyd,  yearly  interest  of  £10 ;  John  Heath,  sen.,  do.  £5  ; 
John  Heath,  jun.,  do.  5 ;  Ann  Giles,  do.  £100 ;  Mary  Giles,  do. 
£5 ;  the  Parish,  do.  £5  j  total,  £150  :  given  to  the  poor  on  St. 
Thomas*s-day. — Abnet's  Charity,  48.  in  bread  on  Good  Friday. 
— Wm.  Bretty  SOs.  on  the  Sunday  next  19th  February,  out  of 
Bimsdale. — Saml.  Whitehurst.  20s.  on  New  Tear's-day,  ''solong 
as  the  Nabbs  estate  should  be  free  from  a  parish  apprentice.^' 
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Hannah  Bagnall's  Chabity. — Hannali  Bagnall,  by  her  will, 
bearing  date  6tli  November,  1727,  reciting  that  she  had  lately 
purchased  two  pieces  of  copyhold  land^  called  the  Withy  Beds, 
in  Clayton  and  Seabridge,  or  one  of  them,  in  the  manor  of 
Kewcastle-nnder-Lyme^  of  which  her  brother,  John  Fenton^ 
stood  seized  in  fee  in  trust  for  her  and  her^eirfl,  declared  and 
a>ppointed  tiiat  her  said  brother  and  his  heirs  should^  out  of  the 
rents  and  profits  of  the  land,  yearly  pay  to  the  minister  of  New« 
castle-under-Lyme  the  som  of  20s,,  for  a  sermon  on  the  day  of 
the  month  whereon  she  should  happen  to  die,  or,  if  it  should 
fall  on  a  Sunday  or  Monday,  on  the  Tuesday  following ;  and 
should  yearly  employ  and  dispose  of  all  the  residue  of  the  rents 
and  profits,  either  for  the  procuring  ppor  children,  inhabiting 
within  the  township  of  Shelton  or  the  township  of  Little 
Fenton,  alias  Fenton  Vivian,  in  the  parish  of  bioke-upon- 
Trent,  to  be  taught  to  read  Eni'li'^l',  write,  cast  account?*,  such 
poor  children  to  be  chosen  accordnig  to  the  discretion  of  her 
trustees,  and  to  buy  books  and  chui'ch  catechisms  for  the  use  of 
such  children,  or  for  the  relief  and  support  of  such  poor  people 
as  should  inhabit  within  one  of  the  townships,  and  should  neither 
be  common  beggars  nor  receiving  parish  relief^  and  especially 
such  as  should  be  sick,  and  rendered  lame  and  unable  to  work 
through  accident ;  and  she  declared  that  if  any  n^gligencies  or 
mismanagements  relating  to  these  her  diarities  should  be  com- 
plained of,  it  was  her  will  that  the  same  should  only  be  inquired 
into  and  regulated  by  the  Bishop  of  Coventry  and  Lichfield  for 
the  time  being,  in  a  summary  way,  wWund  aj^^pUcaHon  had  to 
Oowrta  of  Equity  or  ajcommission  of  charitable  uses ;  and  she 
further  declared  her  will  to  be  that  John  Fenton  and  his  heirs, 
and  the  guardians  of  Buch  heir  during  his  or  her  minority^ 
might  employ  the  residue  for  the  teaching  of  children,  or  for 
the  relief  of  the  poor,  accordiug  to  tliuir  discretions,  and  that  it 
should  be  left  to  their  judgment  and  discretion  to  determine 
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what  poor  children  and  poor  people  ought  to  be  preferred 
before  others;  and,  m  regard  the  lands  above-mentioned  were 
contigiious  to  a  parcel  of  land,  called  Gallow  Tree  Croft, 
beloii*,''inf^  to  her  brother,  John  Feuton^  wlio  has  denied  himself 
the  conveniency  of  purchasing  the  lands  for  hi-  own  ii-e,  a??  he 
might  have  done,  she  directed  ,  thnt  if  John  Fentcri  or  his  ht'ira 
should  at  any  time  thereafter  assign  other  lands,  of  as  great 
yearly  value  and  a  good  title  in  any  other  place  in  the  county, 
to  be  vested  in  John  Fenton  and  his  heirs,  subject  to  the  aboTe 
trusts,  he  might  enjoy  the  purchased  land,  to  his  own  nse, 
disc]  1  urged  of  the  trusts. 

The  property  iiftntioned  in  the  above  will  is  a  close  of 
pasture  or  meadow,  containing  5a.  1b.  27p.,  in  the  township  of 
Seabridge,  m  Stoke-upon-Trent.    It  is  let  by  Sir  Thomas 
Fletcher  Fenton  Boughey,  part  owner  of  the  Bagnall  estates,  at  ^ 
a  fair  yearly  rent  of  £10, 

For  many  years  this  charity  had  been  unapplied,  except  as 
to  the  yearly  paymeot  of  i£2,  which  has  been  received  regularly 
by  the  minister  of  Newcastle  for  an  anniversary  sermon ;  the 
rents  had  been  paid  to  the  agent  for  Sir  T.  F.  F.  Boughey's 
estate,  under  the  impression  iliat  the  land  was  a  part  of  such 
estate,  but,  in  consequence  of  a  coimnunication  made  to  the 
Bishop  of  Lichfield  and  Coveutrj',  as  visitor  in  ISJ"),  by  the 
then  Commissioners  of  Oiaritics,  his  lordship  apjilied  to  tlie 
guardians  of  Sir  T.  F.  F.  Bougliey,  then  a  minor;  and  though 
the  opinion  of  counsel  had  been  taken,  who  advised  the  pay- 
ment of  the  arrears  for  six  years  from  1822,  they  were  ac- 
counted for  from  the  year  1812,  when  the  late  Sir  John 
Boughey  first  came  into  possession  of  his  moiety  of  the  Bagnall 
estates;  the  aTnount  of  these  arrears  up  to  Michaelmas,  1834, 
was  £208  3s.  bid,,  and  of  this  sum,  £195  3s.  2d.,  the  residue 
having  been  paid  for  expenses,  was  applied  under  the  directions 
of  the  late  bishop  towards  the  erecting  of  a  National  School  at 
Shelton.  The  sum  of  £8,  as  one  year's  rent,  due  at  Michael- 
mas, 1835,  was  applied  in  aid  of  the  school  funds,  and  Sir  T. 
Boughey's  agent  consented  to  abide  by  the  directions  of  the 
Bishop  of  Lichfield  and  Coventry  with  regard  to  the  succeedin^^ 
yeaiV  rent. 


» 
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HANLEY. 

There  is  a  house  in  Hanley  supposed  to  have  been  built  or 

purchased  many  years  ago  by  a  Ht,  Adams,  and  Mr.  Taylor,  of 
the  Old  llall,  ilanley,  for  tlie  purpose  of  a  free  school.    It  was 
occuj)it.'d  by  Peter  Tock,  an  oki  iiiuu  aged  86,  who  was  put  iii 
possession  of  it  about  70  years  ago,  on  the  recommendation 
of  some  of  the  ])rinci}ial  pai-if-liiuiiers,  and  he  kept  a  school 
there  for  many  years.    The  previous  occupier,  one  Gill,  had 
also  kept  school  there,  and  Tock  gave  him  a  consideration  of 
.€15  for  giving  up  the  possession.    For  some  years  after  'J'oek 
began  to  keep  this  school,  he  received  irom  some  persons  of 
the  name  of  Adams,  of  Newcastle,  a  salary  of  16  a-year,  in 
consideration  of  which  he  admitted  ten  free  scholars  into  the 
school.    This  payment  was  last  m  ulo  by  Mr.  Joseph  Adams^ 
of  Newcastle^  but  he  discontinued  it  about  fifiy-five  years  ago. 
Tock  kept  on  the  school  for  ten  or  twelve  years  after  the 
salary  was  withdrawn,  but  continued  to  teach  the  free  scholars 
then  in  the  school  gratuitoudy,  till  they  gradually  went  away- 
He  then  gave  up  the  schoolj  but  continued  to  reside  in  the 
house  rent  free,  and  laid  out  considerable  sums  in  improving 
and  repairing  the  premises.   Of  the  origin  of  the  payment  of 
£6  a-year  to  the  schoolmaster,  there  is  no  information  to  be 
got.    It  is  supposed  to  have  been  charged  on  some  land  lying 
by  the  road  which  passes  Hanley  windmill.    ^Ir.  Josej)li  Adams 
had  property  in  Hanky,  both  copyhold  and  freehold,  which  he 
sold,  and  it  is  p]'()bal)le  that  he  paid  the  £0  in  respect  of  that 
land,  or  some  part  of  it,  and  when  he  sold  the  land  he  ceased 
to  make  the  payment,  as  being  no  longer  liable  to  it  in  any  of 
hi?  deeds  or  papers  respecting  this  annuity.     The  copyhold 
land  has  since  been  sold  in  various  small  parcels,  and  ezten* 
sively  built  upon.     The  freehold  was  purchased  by  Thomas 
Birch,  Esq.,  of  Armitage.    In  the  absence  of  all  documents 
respecting  this  annuity,  there  is  little  probability  of  its  being 
recovered.   With  respect  to  the  schooUhouse,  it  may  still  be 
made  a  means  of  facilitating  the  education  of  the  poor  by 
affording  a  rent-free  residence  for  a  schoolmaster. 
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BucKNALL  IB  in  the  pariah  of  Stoke-npon-Trent,  one  mile  and  m 
lialf  east  of  Hanley.  A  person  of  the  name  of  W.  Willett 
died  here  in  1827^  aged  105  years. 


SiTALLCE08S*8  Chabitt.— William  Shallcross,  of  Uttoxeter,  bj  will,  dated 
25th  iMay,  1710,  devised  his  messua!2re,  house,  tenement,  and  fann  in  Bucknall 
and  Eaves  in  the  parish  of  Stoke,  called  Blakeloe,  \rith  the  lands  thereto  belong- 
ing; and  the  Nether  Ground  in  Bucknall  ami  Eaves,  then  divided  into  four 
closes,  cslhd  the  Hidiliiig,  tlie  Great  Grayley,  the  Little  Grayley,  and  the  Ilare 
Meadow  ;  and  the  Mill-house,  and  two  crofts  thereunto  adjoiuiug,  in  Buckoall 
and  Eaves ;  and  oertain  honaea  at  Uttoxeio',  whidi  be  had  in  mortgage  frcmi 
Tbomaa  Nofman,  ^tii  thoir  apputenanoes,  then  in  the  holding  of  three  peraooB 
theieb  mentioned ;  to  George  Bnxton,  of  Biadbonin  in  Derbydiire^  hia  hdn 
and  aaaogna,  nponftondition  that  he  and  thej  ahonid  pay  out  of  the  pieiniaea  the 
aerenl  logades  thereafter  mentioned. 

Among  other  things  he  bequeathed  the  yearly  sum  of  £5  to  be  paid  every  St. 
Thomas's-day,  for  a  teachiiifr  scliooliDasicr,  for  and  towards  the  teaching  of  13 
poor  children  within  Bucknall  and  E  :md  Hilt  on  Abbey,  and  that  the  child  or 
children  of  Blakeloe,  (if  any,)  to  be  free,  to  read  English,  write  and  cast  accounts, 
provided  that  the  freeholders  in  Bucknall  and  Eaves  should  erect  a  school-house, 
and  build  them  a  seat  iu  Bucknall  chapel ;  and  he  appointed  Thomas  Allen,  rector 
of  Stoke,  and  eight  others,  and  their  heirs,  trustees,  and  gave  them  a  power  to 
dtstvain  for  the  £5  in  case  nonpayment. 

John  Tomlinaon,  Sm.,  of  Cliffe  YUle^  in  Stoke^  is  the  proprietor  of  Bkkdoe 
"Fma,  the  part  of  which  derived  imder^Sha]lero6s*B  will,  oonaiata  of  a  meaanase 
and  M  aoEea  of  hmd,  nov  in  the  oeenpaition  of  William  Ridgway. 

Mr.  Toinlinson  pays  to  the  schoolmaster  of  the  school,  ui  Bucknall,  the  rent* 
ohu-ge  of  £5,  deducting  6s.  Sd.  for  land  tax.  Tlua  dednoticii  was  made  before  he 
purchased  the  estate,  which  was  about  30  years  ago ;  and  in  all  the  payments 
charged  tliereoa  he  baa  observed  the  same  rule  of  deduction  which  he  found  then 
establis)icd. 

In  consideration  of  tliis  sum,  the  sc]ioolma«ter  teaches  12  poor  children  of 
Bucknall  and  Eaves  to  read,  and  holds  hiiu^f  liable  to  teach  the  children 
resident  on  Blakeloe  Tarm^  but  this  privilege  is  not  claimed  by  the  present  tenant. 

ShaUeroas's  vili  reqiures  that  the  18  ohihtren  diall  be  taught  to  mite  and  cast 
acooiDits  aa  well  as  to  read,  hat  the  remmieratiim  can  now  scarcely  be  oooaidersd 
anffieient  for  this  additional  inatmetion. 

James  Beech,  Esq.,  of  the  Shaw,  near  Oheadle,  and  Thomas  Allen,  Esq.,  of 
FentoQ,  in  Stoks^  are  the  trosteea  of  this  school ;  bat  the  appointment  of  the 
children  is  gonenUj  made  by  Hr.  Sanrael  Allen,  parish  clerk  for  BoeknaU. 


THE  SCHOOL. 
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Pake's  Gift.— It  is  stated  ihui  a  Mr.  Pare  left  by  will,  dated  May  ISth,  1732, 
to  four  trustees  and  their  heirs,  the  sum  of  £50,  the  interest  of  which  was  to  he 
paid  for  enrer  to  the  master  for  the  time  being  of  the  aforesaid  sdiool,  provided  he 
instnicted  all  the  childreii  of  ▼hateoerer  person  might  be  the  pOBsessor  of  the 
house  the  donor  then  lived  in,  and  six  other  ehildren  of  Bnekna]!  Ubertj;  nomi- 
nated hf  the  majority  of  the  tmst^s. 

It  appears  that  'Sir.  Adams,  n*-phcw  of  the  testator,  received  the  £50,  guaran- 
teeing to  the  trustees  the  paymeat  of  50s.  a-year  out  of  the  rent  of  Bucknall, 
called  New  Croft.  ^Ir.  Adams,  and  his  son  after  liim,  paid  the  £2  10s.  a-rcat  to 
the  schoolmaster.  The  grandson,  Mr.  William  Adams  of  Newcastle,  afterwards 
succeeded  to  the  property  of  the  h^d,  and  eoutinued  for  some  time  to  pay  the 
annuity,  when  fiiidiiii?  that  no  title  eould  he  made  to  it  as  a  charge  on  the  land,  he 
discontinued  it,  and  the  kind  has  since  been  sold  free  of  incumbrances  to  Mr. 
James  Mare^  of  BncknalL 

As  it  does  not  appear  that  this  payment  was  effeetoaOy  eharged  on  the  lan^ 
and  as  there  is  no  trace  of  ai^  penonal  property  from  Adams  the  grandfather,  it 
is  to  be  feared  that  this  gift  mnst  be  consideied  as  ineooTerably  lost. 


BUESLEM. 

BuBSLEM  IS  a  popular  market  town,  and  claims  the  name  of 

"Mother  of  the  Potteries//  it:  coulaiiKS  20,000  inhabitants; 
the  largest  porcelain  manufactory  in  England  ia  here^  and  the 
workmanship  is  of  a  superior  order. 

THE  SCHOOL. 
By  a  book  entitled  "  An  Account  of  Receipts  and  Dis- 
bursements in  relation  to  Biujplem  Schoolj"  it  appears^  that  in 
the  year  1749^  a  subscription  was  commenced  for  the  purpose 
of  pnrcliasing  a  school-house^  and  an  endowment  for  a  sohoolj 
and  for  buying  books  and  other  necessaries  for  instructing 
forty  of  the  poorest  children  in  Burslem  to  read  English^  write, 
and  cast  accounts,  upon  which  occasion  there  was  given  by — 


£  8.  d. 

John  Bourac,  of  Newoastb  ,   800  0  0 

Mrs.  Egerton   40  0  0 

Ditto  by  will   20  0  0 

John  Richards,  of  Newcaatb   20  0  0 

Thomas  and  John  Wedgwood   60  0  0 

Richard  Cartwright  by  will   20  0  0 

And  diven  sums  Iqr  other  individnalsi  anioanting  to  about  ...  166  0  0 

Making  in  the  whole  about  ,  ,   616  0  0  * 
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Out  of  tbks  subscription  iGO  was  luid  out  in  the  purchase  of 
a  house  in  Burhlein,  and  a  seat  in  the  church  there,  wliich  were 
conveyed  by  John  Cartlit<*h,  by  indenture  dated  27th  April, 
1748,  to  John  Bourne,  and  were  conveyed  by  John  Bourne,  by 
indenture  enrolled  in  the  r<>nrt  of  Clianeery,  and  dated  29tb 
July,  1748,  to  Thomas  Wedgwood  and  five  others,  their  heirs 
and  assigns,  and  the  Rev.  Thomas  Spenoet,  curate  of  Burslem, 
upon  trust  to  permit  the  same  to  be  used  for  an  PiU^dish  school- 
master to  live  in,  and  a  school  for  the  teaching  such  a  number 
of  poor  children  of  the  parish  as  should  be  fixed  upon  by  the 
troatees  of  the  charity  school  then  abont  to  be  established  in 
Burslem^  to  read  English,  write,  and  cast  aooonnts. 

The  farther  Bum  of  £250  was  laid  oat  in  the  pordiase  of  a 
messuage  at  Ipstones  Edge,  in  the  parish  of  Ipstones,  and 
several  parcels  of  land,  containing  in  the  whole  27  statute  acres, 
more  or  less,  with  the  tithes  arising  thereon,  and  the  appur- 
tenances, which  estate  was  conveyed  by  Charles  Ferayhough, 
by  indenture  dated  26th  March,  1 751,  to  John  Bourne  and  nine 
others,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  upon  trust  to  pay  so  much  of 
tlie  rents  as  they  should  think  proper  to  the  schoohiuuster,  and 
to  buy  books  and  paper,  and  upon  further  trust  to  convey  to 
new  trustees  when  the  number  should  be  reduced  to  three. 

The  rest  of  the  subscription  appeal's  to  have  been  laid  out 
in  building  and  other  expenses. 

On  the  20th  December,  1753,  the  following  resolationa 

were  dra?ni  up  by  the  trustees  :-r 

"  That  the  rent  of  the  estate  at  Ipstones  Edge  sboiild  always  be  paid  to  some 
of  the  trustees,  and  that  so  much  thereof,  as  the  major  part  of  the  UuBtecs 
should  think  proper,  shoiiltl  be  paid  to  a  master  for  teaching  forty  of  the  poorest 
children  Hving  iu  the  parish  of  Burslein,  viz.,  about  thirty  boys  and  ten  girls,  to 
read  Euglish,  write,  and  cast  accounts,  until  they  should  be  qualiCed  for  a  trade 
or  other  business;  the  said  children  to  be  appointed  by  the  majority  of  the 
trustees,  and  disphu^  by  them,  either  for  any  misdemeanor  or  not  duly  atteadin^; 
the  school. 

"That  the  rent  of  tbe  houe  adjoining  the  aoliool  ahonld  be  received  by  the 
tnuiees^aiid  applied  mlniiiBglKwks  for  obiUnn,  paper,  qidUs  and  ink  for 
snoh  as  should  mite^  ooals,  and  npain,  or  ft>r  the  improfemeat  of  thetnut 
estate^  and  that  the  maeler  ahoiikl  repair  the -windows  of  the  school. 

'"That  tbe  roaster  aboald  be  chosen  or  displaced  by  the  majority  of  tbe 
'  trustees;  thitldrbisenooiiia8enwatliesboa]dbe«Qowed,aboTetfaeGbildrenoB 
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tte  foundation,  ten  mora  of  the  better  people's  diildzien,  to  be  adautted  by  the 
trustees,  for  whom  their  parents  should  pay  9s.  6d.  a^uarter;  but  that  the 
master  should  not  exceed  the  number  of  ten  supemmneraries  on  any  pretence. 

"That  llic  ehildrcn  shotih!  not  be  put  into  the  school  too  small,  nor  until  thpy 
should  kuow  tlu-ir  letters  and  should  be  able  to  si)ell  tolerably. 

"  That  as  it  was  only  an  English  aohool,  the  master  should  not  take  out  a 
license. 

"Tluit  whenever  tlie  uuiuber  of  trustees  should  be  reduced  to  three,  the 
fQT?iron  should  elect  othen     the  parish  of  Bmlem,  or  hanng  property 

That  the  master  should  keep  a  list  of  the  duldieii,  and  aoqnaint  thiee  of  the 
tnistees  whenever  there  should  be  a  vacancy. 

"  That  the  old  master  should  be  allowed  to  teach  for  his  own  benefit,  from 
Newcastle  Old  Market  to  the  New,  any  persons  to  wiite^  and  cast  aoooonts^  but 

not  at  any  other  time  without  leave  of  the  trustees. 

"That  the  master  should  take  care  that  mrh  of  the  cli] Id rrn  ^\ hose  parents 
should  he  of  the  Church  of  England,  should  attend  diviue  worship  ou  isuudays, 
and  t  hat  he  should  instruct  them  in  the  church  catechism." 

By  indentures  of  lease  and  release  dated  23rd  and  2  tth 
Juno,  1823,  William  Wedgwood,  the  grandson  and  lu  ir-at-law 
of  the  last  suryiving  trustee,  conveyed  the  estate  at  I  p stones 
and  the  school-house the  former  to  John  Davenport,  Thomas 
Heath,  Thomas  Godwin,  John  Cornice  and  Enoch  Wood  the 
younger,  all  of  Burslem,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  to  the  use  of 
themselves  and  William  Wedgwood,  upon  the  trusts  declared 
in  the  indenture,  dated  26th  March,  1751,  and  the  latter  to 
John  Brettel),  John  Biley,  Richard  Biley,  Joseph  Hachin, 
Edward  Wood,  and  Balph  Stevenson,  all  of  Bnrslem,  and  the 
Bev.  Edward  Whieldon,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  npon  the  trasts 
declared  in  the  indenture  of  29th  July,  1748. 

The  estate  at  Ipstonea  consists  of  a  farm-house  and  26 
acres  of  laud,  now  in  the  occupation  of  John  Harrison,  as 
yearly  tcuaot,  to  whom  it  was  let  in  1823,  by  auction,  at  the 
rent  of  £22  10s. 

The  si'lu.)ol  premises  consist  of  a  school-room  and  a  dwelling- 
house.  There  is  also  a  small  court  behind,  and  a  cellar  under 
the  school. 

Previous  to  1823,  the  school  buildings  had  fallen  much  into 
rain.  The  schoolmaster  was  very  old  and  had  become  rpiite 
incompetent  for  the  office.    There  were  no  trustees,  and 

3n 
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no  free  scholars  appointed*  These  circnmBtapcea  were  then 
taken  into  consideration  by  several  of  the  inhabitants,  and  it 
was  resolTod  to  have  the  troats  renewed  and  the  charity 

re-estabKshed. 

Ill  pursuance  of  this  resolution  new  trustees  were  appointerl, 
and  the  trust  estates  wero  coiivcved  to  tlieiii  bv  the  Loir  of  the 
last  survivor,  as  above-mentioned;  the  school  premises  were 
put  into  good  repair,  and  several  improvements  made  at  an 
expense  of  about  £160.  A  new  master  was  also  appointed  in 
November,  1 82«i,  by  the  two  sets  of  trustees,  npon  these  terms 
— ^that  his  salary,  which  was  fixed  at  £24  per  annum,  was  not 
to  commence  nntil  the  debt  which  had  been  incurred  in  altering 
and  repairing  the  school  premises,  and  all  other  demands  on 
the  charity,  should  be  discharged,  and  that  in  the  interim  the 
trustees  would  not  require  him  to  pay  rent  for  the  house.  And 
it  was  ailerwards,  on  the  23rd  February,  1824,  resolved  at  a 
meeting  of  the  trustees,  that  the  parents  of  children  taught  aa 
free  scholars,  should  pay  to  the  master  5s.  per  annum  for 
books,  pens,  ink,  and  paper,  &c. ;  that  the  master  should  find 
coals  at  his  own  cost,  and  that  he  should  be  allowed  to  edocate 
thirty  pupils,  and  his  wife  twenty  girls,  in  addition  to  the  free 
scholars. 

This  sohool  is  now  shut  up,  and  has  been  so  for  two  ycnrs. 
The  gross  income  is  ii  little  under  £3U  per  annum,  and  the 
master's  house,  and  therefore  falls  under  the  County  Court 
jurisdiction.  The  following  is  the  last  proceeding  that  took  phice, 
viz.,  the  appointment  of  new  trustees,  but  no  meeting  has  yet 
taken  place  to  re-establish  the  school.  The  trustees  intend  to 
build  new  premises,  as  the  present  are  in  a  very  dilapidated 
state. 

The  Burslem  Scuool,— At  the  Burelcm  County  Court,  Sir  W.  B. 

Aiddcll,  Judge,  compbted  the  appoistmeiit  of  new  trustees  to  this  charity,  by 
adopting  the  names  handed  in  at  the  last  court  hj  Mr.  Suttoo,  firom  the  *'fint 
list,'*  sad  by  Mr.  Heaion  from  the  "town's  list,"  which  wm  those  of  Messrs.  R 
T.  Wedgwood  Wood,  G.  F.  Bo«en»  and  W.  C.  Twigg,  from  the  first  list :  and 
Messrs.  James  Macintyre,  Richard  Sefton,  and  W.  Ford.  Mr,  Sutton  said  his 
clients  (the  old  (nistecs)w(>re  dissatisfied  at  the  proposition  of  his  Honour  at  the 
last  court,  which  be  understood  to  mean,  that  the  <dd  trastees  should  make  a  sub- 
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scriptiuu  to  pay  the  costs  iticum.'d  by  the  application.  His  Tlononr  said  he 
suirfirt'stcd  that  there  shuuhl  be  a  fj:euer;il  subscription  in  the  town  lo  p;iy  lliecosts, 
aud  be  did  su  because  he  thought  thi»t  the  i'uuds  uf  the  chujiLy  were  not  sulKcieut 
to  pay  the  expenses,  especially  as  U  had  been  shut  up  a  long  time  oa  account  of 
its  fmtds  betng  in  a  Tery  bw  state.  It  would  be  a  senons  inoonvenience  if  the 
funds  of  the  school  were  to  be  used  to  iisy  the  expensca  of  that  application ;  and 
the  same  ofafeetion  would  hold  against  bovrowing  money  for  that  purpose 
and  enlailmg  a  permanent  charge  on  the  society.  TIk;  expenses  could  not  be 
very  great,  and  be  really  thongfat  that  in  a  town  like  Burslcm,  where  there 
appeared  to  him  to  prevail  so  much  liberality,  and  where  a  hundred  years  ago  be 
found  that  gentlemen  came  forward  with  larpre  contributions  to  found  and  endow 
the  school,  there  ought  to  be  uo  difficulty  iu  obtaining  subscriptions  to  yvny  those 
expenses.  He  would  allow  the  matter  to  stand  over  for  a  month,  in  ordrr  that 
the  parties  coueerued  might  have  an  opportunity  of  adopting  souie  means  w  Jiich 
would  save  him  the  necessity  of  directing;  the  costs  to  be  paid  out  of  the  funds  of 
the  charity.  Mr.  Sutton  said  the  Buslem  gentlemen  were  very  liberal  when  they 
were  all  agreed,  but  in  the  pvesent  esse  there  prerailed  a  great  differenoe  of 
opinion.  His  Honour  thought  then  the  best  oouise  would  b^  for  the  party  on 
each  side  to  pay  their  own  costs ;  he  supposed  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in 
that.  Mr.  Sutton  replied  that  his  clients  had  no  objection  to  contribute  to  any 
fund  for  paying  the  costs,  and  he  hoped  his  Honour's  suggestion  would  be  succesS' 
fully  carried  ont.  The  followin*  is  the  complete  list  of  the  new  trustees: — 
Mt-^sr*.  W.  Dtivenj)ort,  Georsre  Baker,  Dauiei  Bail,  Johji  \\ Mrd,  Thomas 
^V  hittingham,  Richard  Boughtou,  Isaac  liitchen,  E.  T.  W.  Wood,  (  i  F.  Bowers, 
W.  E.  Twigg,  James  Macintyre,  Biehard  »Sefton,  and  W.  Ford  ;  the  licv,  J.  E. 
Armstrong,  D.J).,  and  tlie  Kev.  P.  B.  Llli^. 

CnARi'ii^s. — Jolm  Colclougli,  €5  per  annum  our  of  two 
fields  called  Cow  Hayes,  and  Kye  Field,  for  poor  koujicliulders, 
in  twenty  penny  wheaten  loaves  every  Sunday,  and  the 
remainder  to  the  same  in  money  on  the  2nd  February. — K. 
Cartwhglit  £20,  interest  thereof  in  bread  quarterly  to  the  poor. 


COBBIDGE  SCHOOL. 
There  is  no  endowment  for  a  school  in  this  hamlet;  bnt 
about  the  year  1766,  a  bdlding  was  erected  there  by  sabscrip- 
tion,  oonaisting  of  a  school,  anfilcient  to  accommodate  120 
scholars  (who  pay  2d«  to  6d  per  week  each),  and  two  dwelling, 
rooms  below ;  it  was  repaired  in  1821,  at  an  expense  of  £30. 
It  is  not  known  how  the  land  on  which  the  school  was  built 
was  acquired.  It  is  stated,  however,  that  the  premises  were 
conveyed  to  trustees. 
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BETLEY. 

Betley  is  a  pleasant  town  of  one  street,  on  the  Nautwich  road, 
and  spveii  mllos  west  of  Nrwiastlo,  it  contains  1,480  acres  of 
land>  and  about  l^UUU  inhabitants. 

Mabt  Lsa'b  Ghabiiy. — It  appears  from  an  insoription  on  a 
tablet  in  the  dmrchj  that  ^lary  Lea  gave  by  deed  an  annual 
rent-charge  of  £4;  408.  thereof  to  be  laid  out  in  bread  for 
poor  widows^  and  408.  to  keep  ten  poor  children  at  school ;  and 
that  she  left  hj  will  £oU^  the  interest  to  be  laid  out  annually  in 
clothing  for  the  poor.  Of  the  rent -charge,  408.  is  paid  by  Mr. 
James  Shufflebotliam,  in  respoct  of  a  croft  in  the  parish  of 
Betley,  called  the  Kiln  Croft.  The  other  40s.  is  paid  in  respect 
of  about  an  acre  of  land,  sviili  a  houbc  n])t>n  it_,  in  Betley;  it  is 
divided  from  the  former  land  by  the  turnpike  road,  A  baker 
in  13eiley  supplies  nine  ]>pnny  loaves  every  Sunday  njoniing, 
which  are  given  away  in  the  church;  he  receives  €2,  wliicli  i?^ 
Is.  more  than  the  cost  of  tlie  brcad^  for  which  a  shiliing  loaf  is 
made  and  given  away.  The  uthei-  L2  is  paid  to  a  schoolmaster 
for  teaching  ten  poor  children  to  read,  and  also  to  write  if  they 
can  provide  themselves  with  writing  materials.  The  children 
are  appointed  by  the  churchwardens^  and  are  selected  from 
among  the  poorest  of  the  parishioners.  It  is  not  known  what 
was  done  with  the  £30  left  by  Mary  Lea ;  but  the  interest  of 
this  snm^  being  SOs.^  as  well  as  that  of  the  two  other  small 
charities  next  mentioned^  ore  paid  out  of  the  chnrch  levies. 
It  is  therefore  to  be  conjectured  that  this  and  those  other 
benefactionsj  as  well  as  Cope's  money,  were  laid  ont  in  the 
improvements  of  the  chorbh^  or  oiher  disborsements  of  tiie 
charchwardens'  acconnt.  This  gift  is  allotfced  in  certain 
portions  to  poor  widows  of  the  parish  or  others,  generally 
abont  58.  a  piece,  bat  varying  according  to  the  number  of 
applications ;  they  receive  the  amount  in  articles  of  clotliing  at 
a  shop  in  the  vilhigo,  tlic  church wardeub  or  the  minister 
superintending  the  distribution. 


Digitized  by  Google 


BXTLEY  CEAftlTlSa. 


513 


Marmadl  ke  Julley'.s  Chahity. — It  i8  stated  on  the  churcli 
tablet  that  Marinaduke  Jolley  left,  in  17'2'),  £10,  the  interest  to 
be  distributed  to  the  poor ;  also  £10  to  the  school  of  Betley, 
the  interest  to  be  applied  to  the  teaching  poor  children  of 
Betlejj  and  which  were  paid  into  tlie  hands  of  the  clnirch- 
wardens  and  overseers.  20s.  are  paid  out  of  the  church  levies 
in  respect  of  these  gifts;  10s.  to  tlie  schoolmaster,  and  lOs.  to 
the  poor  in  bread.  The  latter  is  given  away  with  Cope's  bread, 
58.  worth  on  each  day  of  distribution. 

School  Land. — There  is  a  piece  of  land  in  Betley  belonging 
to  the  free  school^  abont  two  acres  in  size,  called  the  Park 
Croft.  No  one  knows  whence  the  property  of  this  was  derired. 
It  is  occupied  at  the  rent  of  £4,  which  appears  to  be  its  fair 
value.  The  £4  a-year  is  paid  to  the  schoolmaster,  and  this, 
together  with  Mary  Lea's  and  Jolley's  benefactions,  forms  the 
whole  endowment  of  the  school.  The  school  was  formerly 
kept  in  a  room  under  the  same  roof  with  the  minister's  house ; 
but  that  house  having  been  }>ulk'd  down  aud  re- built,  a  new 
hchool  was  re-built,  puriliy  by  ^subscription,  in  1826.  It  also 
has  four  acres  of  laud,  let  at  £4  per  annum.  The  school  is 
conducted  as  a  National  one,  by  ^[v.  James  Edwards,  and  the 
parochial  library  is  kept  in  it.  Itap|)ear6>  from  the  benetketion 
table,  that  one  Richard  Steele  formerly  gave  £10  towards 
building  a  sehool-house,  "  which  was  done."  iiothing  further 
is  known  about  it. 

Charities. — In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  Wm.  Palmer,  in 
1764,  left  four  guineas  for  apprentice  fees.  This  should  be  much 
more,  the  property  having  been  let  on  a  long  lease  of  200  years, 
which  is  illegal. — J.  Cope  (1792),  R.  Gforton,  and  Wm.  Abnet, 
lOs.  each  per  annum  for  the  poor. 


*  WOLSTANTON. 

"WoLSTANTON  is  a  large  village,  one  and  a  half  mUes  north  of 
Newcastle.  The  parish  embraces  11,000  acres  of  land,  and 
contains  20,000  inhabitants. 
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Thursficld  township  is  in  this  parish  (559  acres^  and  500 
people).  lu  the  churchyard  is  a  tomb  to  the  memory  of  James 
Brindley,  the  cn  t^ineer,  who  formed  the  Duke's  and  the  Trent 
and  Meraej  Ganab. 

Da.  HglMK's  CliABlTiSfi. 

1.  School  at  TmuBMrau^Amxmict  HoraY— MuiimsR.— l)r.  Robert 
H1llm^b7blBlriU»4falad  6th  Aiigot.  1706,  deiMh^  Oddrada  tohb 

irife  for  life,  subject  to  the  pRyviicut  of  lOs.  a-year  to  tbe  preachinji;  minister  at 
New  CSiapcl,  for  a  sermon  on.  the  day  of  tbe  testator's  dcatb ;  and  be  devised  £5 

a-ycnr,  afit:r  liis  wife's  decease,  ont  of  the  rents  of  tbe  estate,  to  be  paid  to  the 
•wardens  aiul  overseers  of  the  poor  of  New  Chaprl,  by  balf-yearly  payments  at 
Micbaelnias  mid  Tiady-day,  to  be  by  tbem  employed  in  setting  out  aiul  Iniuliui^ 
one  nr  two  poor  boys,  inbabitants  of  New  Chapel,  to  be  appointed  by  the  principal 
inhabit autb,  to  be  apprentices;  and  tbe  sum  of  20s.  yearly  to  tbe  preaching 
minister  of  New  Chapel ;  and  be  gave  to  tbe  seboolmaster  of  Nev  Chapel  that 
thould  teach  a  grammar  aoliool.  not  exerdsiiig  any  of  the  fiuuticos  of  a  parson, 
Tioar^  curate,  or  derk,  ali  the  randue  of  tbe  dear  rmta,  isaoes  aad  profits  of  tbe 
preniaea,  for  tbe  teadimgof  ao  many  poor  boya  at  New  Chapd  as  the  inbabitanta 
or  the  msjor  part  of  tbem  should  appoint,  ao  aa  the  aame  should  not  exceed  IS  in 
number;  and  he  appointed  William  Boom  and  aeren  oth«n  trustees  of  the 
bequest. 

The  trustees  named  in  Dr.  Hnlme's  will  Iiavinu'  all  died  without  the  appoint- 
neot  of  an;  others^  the  trusts  of  this  charity  devolved  on  Admiral  Smith  Child, 
as  heir  at  law  of  the  sarvivor.  Admiral  Child  died  in  January,  ISl'?,  and  by  his 
■will,  bearing  date  the  'Jlth  January,  devised  all  the  estates  whereof  he  was 
seised,  or  possessed  as  trustee  for  others,  to  Margaret  Child  his  wife,  Smith  (.'Inid 
his  son,  and  William  Clowes,  their  heirs  and  assic;iis,  upou  trust  to  eonvey,  order 
mid  direct  such  eatattfs,  to  sueb  perbous  and  lor  such  uses  as  be  the  tcslutor 
"would  have  been  bound  to  convey  and  dispose  of  the  same  to. 

The  property  derived  under  iiulme's  will  cousiits  of  tbe  fuilowiug  parti- 
culars:— 

I.  — A  messuage  and  lands  at  Oddrode,  in  Cheshire,  contaiuuig  by  estimation 
34a.  2bl.  aftatote  measure^  formerly  let  on  lease  to  Raodle  'Wilbraham,  Esq.,  for 
88  yeans  from  Ijady-day,  1806^  at  the  yearly  rent  of  £66  dear  of  aU  taxea;  in 
whidi  kaae  there  was  a  reaemtion  of  all  timber  and  other  treg,  with  liberty  to 
cat  and  cany  away  the  same :  andalioof  all  nunea,  minerals,  Wt  springs,  ddphs 
and  quarries,  with  liberty  to  aink  for,  take  and  cany  away  tbe  same;  and  also  to 
dig  for  and  take  and  carry  away  marl,  clay,  gravd,  and  sand  from  such  of  the 
fields  as  adjoin  the  canal ;  and  to  make  bricka  on  the  premiae^  for  the  sole  use 
thereof,  in  the  last  three  years  of  the  term. 

Mr.  Wilbraham  laid  out  about  £400  in  baikbngs  npon  tfaia  property. 
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2 —A  sirtof  tha knd  bdongmg  to  this  eatete  wu  taken  by  the  compMiy  of 

pKoprictors  nf  the  Mfigatton  from  the  Trealto  tlie  Ifersey,  for  the  purpose  of 

the  caual  and  towinfj-path,  for  wbicli  Uicj-  pay  an  annual  rent  of  £15  3s.,  such 
land  hnving  been  taken,  and  the  rent  assessed,  according  to  the  diiectious  of  the 
act  of  Parliament  e^lubli^luug  the  company. 

3.  — Under  the  re.Hcrvation  in  the  lease  to  Mr.  Wilbraham,  a  sand-pit  upon  the 
estate  was  let  to  Aaron  Sunt,  of  Burhleiu,  upon  a  lease,  which  expired  at  Lady- 
day,  1824,  at  the  annual  rent  of  £90. 

4.  — There  is  also  a  sum  of  £3  1  Is.  a-year,  long  annuity,  belonging  to  the  trust, 
ansing  from  mveabnents  of  the  rent  of  the  aand-pit,  and  of  a  simi  of  £10  ISs.  Od. 
nceired  ffon  Mr.  Wilbnluuii,  for  some  thaber  cut  by  him  for  the  bnilduiga  on 
ihepraniaes. 

The  ^npUeatkm  of  these  ftuids  ia  aa  foDowa:— 

£5  a-year  paid  by  Mr.  Eeeoe  of  Oddrode^  agent  to  Mr.  Wilbraham,  to  the 

chapclwanlen  of  Thursfidd,  and  is  applied  in  apprenticing  poor  children  of  the 
north  side  of  the  parish,  which,  as  before  stated,  forms  the  chapdky  of  Thursfield 
or  New  Chapel  If  they  are  apprenticed  out  of  the  'parish,  a  premium  of  £.*)  is 
given  with  eadi ;  if  within  the  parish,  £2  10b.  The  premiums  are  generally 
disposed  of  Witliin  the  year. 

The  30s.  yearly  is  paid  to  the  Rev.  J.  Forshaw,  minister  of  the  chapel  at 
ThursQeld. 

The  reat  of  the  rent»  amottnting,  after  the  dedaction  of  achief  rentof  9s.,  to 
£4S  la.,  which,  with  the  naTigatkm  rent,  the  rent  of  the  aand-pit,  and  the  long 
annnity,  for  the  leaidnary  fund,  fonn  the  adhool  at  New  Chapel. 

The  rent  of  the  eitate,  and  the  nsrigation  £15  3s.,  making  together  £70 10a.  7d. 
are  paid  over  half-yearly  to  the  Bev.  J.  Sntdiffe,  the  achoolmaater  at  ThnrafiekL 

The  rent  of  the  aand-pit  and  the  timber  mon^,  with  the  diyidenda  of  the  long^ 

annuity,  were  retained  by  the  trustees  as  an  aoeoinulating  fund,  for  the  purpose 
of  purchasing  or  building  a  house  for  the  residence  of  the  adioolmaater,  which  it 

is  thoncrht  can  be  effected  for  £250  or  £300. 

Tlie  fund  proposed  to  be  thus  applied  consisted  of  the  value  of  the  long 
ann\iity,  a  balance  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Ward  of  £J7  Os.  3d.,  and  an  arrear  of 
the  sand-pit  rent  for  2\  ycirs  to  Lady-day,  1824,  amounting  to  i..5().  Upon  the 
inspection  of  the  accounts,  it  appeared  that,  from  1819,  there  had  been  received 
for  rent  of  the  sand-pit  and  dividends  on  long  annuity,  £7S  10s.,  and  expended 
for  a  power  of  attorney  for  the  transfer  of  the  stock,  and  for  the  charges  of 
preparing  a  memorial  of  the  diariiy  to  be  resiatend,  £4  fia.  Qd.,  leaving  the 
above-mentioned  bahnoe. 

Beaidea  the  above  payment  from  the  rent  of  thia  estate^  the  aoboolniaater 
reoeiTee  £1 10s.  a  year  from  the  gift  of  Mr.  Joaeph  Bowne,  for  the  teaching  two 
additional  children. 

The  roaster  reoNves  into  the  school  twenty  free  scholars,  the  sons  of  poor 
peraoaa  in  the  north  aide  of  the  paiidi,  appoanted  by  the  miniater  and  ehapeU 
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wardens,  eighteeu  on  Hulme's  foundation,  and  two  on  Bourne's.    They  are 

tan^ht  readinff,  writiii?,  nrithmptir,  book-kerping,  mensuration,  and,  if  they 
reiiu'iiu  iong  enou|;h  in  tlic  stlmol,  the  nuliiiieiits  of  Latin.  In  geueral  iLey  ara 
scut  to  the  school  whcu  very  youn^,  and  are  taken  away  about  the  age  of  twelve 
or  thirteen,  to  be  put  to  w  uik. 

By  tht3  assistance  of  Chaucery,  a  new  order  was  made,  dated 
1 5th  Jan.,  1859,  whereby  the  following  gentlemen  were  made 
trustees : — R.  Sneyd,  Esq.,  Keele  Hall ;  C.  B.  Lawton,  Ksq«, 
Lawton;  R,  Wilbraham,  E-sq.,  RaraadenHall;  H.  H.  William- 
fion,  Esq,,  Greenway  bank;  J.  iKitcTiian,  Esq.,  Biddulph ;  N.  P. 
Wood,  Esq.,  Bignall ;  H.  Meir,  Ivsq.,  Tunstall.  The  derk  to 
the  trust  is  Mr.  T.  Forshaw,  of  Newcastle.  The  amounts  up  to 
31  st  December,  1858,  which  are  dated  7th  Jooe,  1859,  are  aa 


follows : — 

£  s.  d. 

Apprenticeship  fees   10  0  0 

Ministers'  fees   1  10  0 

Rev.  J.  Satdilfe,  master   70  10  7 

Ditto.              ditto   7i  6  7 

Solicitors*  charges   8  11  H 

Balance  in  hand    68  6  4 


£2915  0 

GsARiTT. — Queen  Elizabeth  (1657),  508.  per  ann.  in  bread 
to  the  poor. 


HAD£L£Y. 

Hadblit  is  four  miles  west  of  Newcastle.  The  parish  contains 
6010  acres,  and  about  1500  inhabitants.  Great  Madeley  is  five 
miles  from  Newcastle,  and  contains  many  well-built  houses,  on 
one  of  which  is  an  inscription,  "  16--^Walk  knave,  what  look'st 

at — 47.''  At  Little  Madeley  the  manor-house  (where  the  Hon. 
Miss  Crewe  resides),  there  are  four  miles  of  walks  through  the 
pleasure  gi-ouiids  around  it  .  The  Offley  Family  have  been  great 
benefactors  of  this  place,  and  the  above-named  Lady  has  erected 
a  Caen  stone  monument  33  feet  high,  to  the  memory  of  her 
benevolent  aunt,  and  also  has  divided  three  acres  of  land 
amongflt  twenty  poor  people  for  the  same  reason. 


Digitized  by  Google 


JCADKLIT  FSBfi  SCHOOL.  617 

SIK  JOHN  OFFLEY'B  FK££  SCHOOL. 

Sir  John  Offley,  knight,  hj  his  will,  dated  the  4th  October.  1646,  dincted 
that  his  exeentars  should,  forthwith  after  bis  deoeasOi  erect  two  oonfenient 

school-houses  of  stone,  within  Great  Madelcy,  in  the  county  of  Stafford,  in  a 
place  thexe  called  the  Parsonago  Yard,  with  a  substantial  stone  wall,  after  the 
manner  of  a  court-yard,  before  the  school-houses  towards  the  King's  highway, 
with  a  trail  or  partition  in  the  middle  to  divide  them;  viz.,  one  school-hon?c  for 
the  teacliing  of  hoys  ElJ^'lish,  Latiu,  <uid  to  write  and  cast  accounts,  and  the 
other  for  the  teacluui,'  of  ^'i:  l.s  to  read  Enjjlish,  and  to  work  all  kinds  of  needle- 
work, (setting  furtli  Uiuieiiisiuuij  and  other  purticulara  of  the  schools) ;  and  for  the 
ereclmg  and  finishing  of  both  the  school-houses,  he  bequeathed  the  sum  of  £100 
or  £120,  or  whatsoever  more  wodd  do  and  finish  the  same  in  the  manner  thev^ 
mentioned,  at  the  discretion  of  bis  eiecntors;  he  also  direoled  that  his  next  heir 
should  assnre  and  settle  threesoore  pounds  a>year,  to  be  issuing  and  pajable  out 
of  Upper  Thomatl,  and  Nether  Tbonudl  (or  ThomhiU),  lying  in  the  parish  or 
parishes  of  Madeley,  or  in  Audley,  Ilealey,  Betlcy,  or  Onneley,  in  the  county  of 
Stafford,  £30  per  annum  for  the  finding  and  maintaining  of  a  sulficiwit  school- 
master, for  the  tcaohinc:  of  the  boys  in  tlio  .school,  Latin  and  "English,  and  to 
write  and  cast  aecuini't,  and  £10  per  annum  for  a  snllicicnt  usher,  and  £20  per 
annuq^  for  tiie  liiuiiiit,'  and  inaintuinin??  a  sutlioient  distress  for  the  teaching  of 
the  girls  to  read  Kngliish,  and  to  work  all  kinds  of  needlework  in  the  sehool,  and 
in  no  other  place;  and  that  the  lord  or  lady  of  the  manor  of  Madelcy,  for  the 
time  being,  should  Imve  the  sole  election  and  choice,  both  of  the  achoolmaster 
and  schoolmistress,  as  often  as  need  should  require ;  and  that  all  the  boys  and 
gills  in  Madelcy,  Onneley,  and  Hncdeston  parish  should  be  free  to  come  and  be 
tanght  in  the  schools,  without  paying  any  thing  at  all  for  their  schodlmg  and 
teaohuig  therein. 

There  is  an  ancient  building  iu  Madeley,  containinr^  (wo  school-rooms,  erected 
tinder  this  foiiiu!  ition,  in  w!ii(  li  two  schools  are  kept,  one  for  boys,  the  other  lor 
girls.  Tiie  schoolmaster  and  schoolmistress  are  appointed,  and  llicir  salaries  paid 
by  Ijord  (  'rewc,  now  lord  of  the  manor  of  Mndi  h  y,  and  owner  of  the  lands 
called  Upper  and  Nether  Thornhill.  The  pn  seut  Lord  Crewe  has  increased  the 
master's  salary  to  £G0,  auU  the  mistress's  to  £10  yeaily.  The  school  is  now 
conducted  on  the  Madras  system  by  Mr.  John  Jackson;  no  Latiu  iii  or  has  been 
for  many  years  tau|^t  in  the  boys'  school. 

All  the  diildrea  of  the  parish  of  Madeley,  and  of  the  township  of  Hncdeston, 
whose  parents  wish  i^  sre  edncated  freely  at  the  school. 

GENERAL  CHARITIES. 

Sir  John  Offley  (1645),  erected  ten  almshouses  for  ten  poor 
men  and  women,  and  endowed  them  with  £^45  per  anmun^  out 
of  some  houses  ho  then  owned  in  Leadeuhall-street,  London, 
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bat  now  Uie  property  of  JB.  Bless,  Esq.,  of  Bnmd<mj  in  Soffott:. 
Lord  Crewe  enlarged  these  altnslionses  by  adding  a  story  to 
ihem.  Sir  John  also  left  £20  per  anmini,  for  a  sermon  to  be 
preached  every  Taesdayj  at  Madeley.  It  is  now  preached  on  a 
Sunday  afteniiootij  by  consent  of  Lord  Crewe. 

The  Hon.  Maiy  Offley  left  the  interest  of  £100  to  the  poor 
for  bread ;  this  is  given  in  fonr  shillings'  worth  eveiy  alternate 
Sunday  in  the  year^  except  two  near  Christmas. 

Poor's  Land. — Various  donors  gave  to  the  poor  properties 
realising  £25  per  aDnum,  lot  on  lease  in  1769,  for  99  years  for 
building,  upon  which  the  Wheal  t^Iieaf  liin  now  stands.  Thia 
is  given  partly  in  clothes,  and  partly  in  money. 

Mr.  Roberts,  vicar  of  Madeley,  left  interest  of  £10;  this  is 
added  to  the  al)ove. 

Samuel  Sketch  (180i),  left  the  interest  of  €200  to  tlio 
organists  of  Madeley  and  Market  Drayton,  and  a  bell  for 
Madeley  Church,  with  £3  per  annum  for  it  to  be  toiled  every 
night  at  nine  o'clock,  as  a  guide  for  travellers  on  the  z^igh> 
bouring  moors.  He  also  gave  a  chandelier  for  the  churchy  and 
a  bell  for  the  free  schools. 


LONGTON. 


LoNOTON  is  at  the  sonth  extremity  of  the  Potteries,  foar  miles 
from  Hanloy^  and  belongs  to  the  parish  and  borough  of  Stoke. 
The  ancient  name  of  Longton,  goes  back  so  far  as  the  ISth 
century,  when  Ralph-de- Devil  held  it  in  fee  from  tho  King,  at 
6s.  yearly,  and  the  rendering  of  cawtle  guard  for  forty  days. 

SCHOOL  AT  MERE  LAKE. 

Allen's  CuARiTV.—Thomas  Alien,  L.L.D.,  Dcau  of  Chester,  by  Lis  will, 
bearing  date  4th  March,  1731,  and  proved  at  Lichfield  9th  November^  1733, 
redting  that  his  mother  Margery  AUcu,  deceased,  left  in  his  haads  £100  to  be 
disposed  of  in  charitable  uses  (the  interest  wheteof  had  been  by  htm  accordugly 
lulled,  one  half  thereof  to  the  master  of  the  school  hf  ham  foonded  and  built  at 
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Mere  Lano,  uiul  the  other  half  (hereof  iu  thu  buying  of  Bishop  WiUianis's  Exposiiioo 
of  the  Church  Ciitechisiu  aud  New  Testamcuts,  j,'iveu  ;md  distributed  aaiougi>t 
the  poor  iiihaUtautg  of  tliu  parish  of  Slokc-u^u-Truut),  willed  that  his  cxecu- 
ton  thefoiiufter  nanfld  ahoiUiL  oal  of  his  penooal  ettatt^  raise  and  advanoe  tha 
Mimof  £IOQ^  Bad  iiifeit  the  laaie  k  tlM  poidiaaeof  laadfl^  as  Mxmaa  eonTenieiitly 
■ught  be,  to  be  eonvejred  to  bia  Ma  Thomaa  Men,  and  bia  brather-in-law  ICr. 
John  Featoa,  and  their  Itm,  on  tarost  to  pay  and  apply  tbe  rents  and  profita  of 
eooli  lands  yearly  for  ever,  in  manner  {^lowing,  that  is  to  say,  one  half  thereof  to 
the  schoolmaster  for  the  time  being  of  the  school  at  Mere  Lane,  and  the  other 
half  thereof  in  the  purchase  of  New  Tf'Htaincuts  or  Bishop  Williams's  Exposi- 
tion of  the  Church  Catecliibin,  to  be  sjiveu  aud  distributed  to  imd  amongst  the 
poor  inhabitants  of  the  parish  uf  i>loke,  iu  such  manner  as  to  his  son  Thouia* 
Alien  and  John  Fenton  and  their  heirs  should  seem  meet. 

Upon  the  oourt  rolb  of  the  manor  of  Newcastlc-under-Lyme,  under  the  date 
of  the  2()th  December,  1732,  is  entered  a  surrender  from  John  Poulston  to  the 
Itcv.  Thomas  Alien,  rector  of  Stoke- upou-Treat,  aud  John  i'eutou  the  younger, 
gentleman,  in  fc^  of  a  piece  of  land  situate  in  the  liberty  of  Penkhull,  called 
HoneywaU  Meadow  Doka;  and  at  the  same  eonrt  Thomaa  Alien  and  John  genton 
were  admitted  thereto.  ^ 

* 

No  declaration  of  the  faruata  of  thia  surrender  exists,  but  it  appcara  that  pay- 
Beata  were  afterwarda  made  by  Mr.  Allea'a  family  in  respect  of  this  land, 
eonfonnaUy  to  the  divectiona  of  Dean  Allen's  wiU,  and  there  seems  no  doubt 
that  tbe  land  waa  pnnhaaed  by  the  tnutees  nnder  the  will  for  the  purpose  of  tbe 
charity. 

Thia  pieoe  of  land  contained  orifpaally  rather  more  than  two  acne^  and  is 

situated  in  the  town  of  Stoke.   In  the  year  1796  tbe  land  waa  cnt  throng  by 
the  Newcastle  canal,  and  in  1819,  the  Canal  Company  oame  to  a  settlement  with  . 

Thomas  AUeii,  Esq.,  of  Fenton  in  Stoke,  tlie  present  possessor,  for  the  compensa- 
tion due  for  tlie  land  taken  by  thcin,  when  tliey  paid  him  £3  I3s.  Hd.  in  money, 
aud  gave  him  one  share  in  the  canal,  then  valued  at  in  satisfacti(m  of  the 
rest  of  his  claim.  This  share  has  hitherto  produced  no  dividend.  The  making 
of  the  canal  left  a  few  perehcs  of  this  hind  on  the  north  north-west  side,  a 
portum  of  which,  wwitaitiing  87i  square  yards,  was  sohl  by  Mr.  Allen  in  ISU, 
for  £90  19i.  6d.,  to  Mr.  Samuel  Steele^  who  baa  erected  bonaea  and  buildings 
thereon;  other  put,  containing  130  agnare  yarda,  waa  in  the  same  year  exchanged 
by  Mr.  AUen  witb  Mr.  Thomaa  Minton,  for  an  aqnal  quantil^  of  bia  adjotDUig 
land,  with  a  view  of  rendering  both  properties  more  convenient  in  form.  The 
parcel  thus  received  in  exchange,  together  with  the  remaindflr  of  the  land  on  the 
north-west  side  of  the  canal,  containing  in  the  wliole  270  square  yards,  was  let 
by  Mr.  ;\llcn  for  lOs,  6d.  a-year,  to  Samuel  Steele  as  yearly  tenant,  who  built 
thereon  a  shop  and  brewhouse.  That  part  of  the  elose  whieh  lies  on  the  south- 
cast  side  of  tlie  e^mal,  contaiiuag  nearly  two  aercs,  was  let  by  Mr.  AllAn  t© 
Hr.  Xhounu)  Alinton,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  £10  10s. 
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It  appears  from  receipts  ia  Mr.  Alleu's  possesi»iou  down  to  iUe  year  1777, 
that  the  annual  sum  of  £5  or  five  guineas  was  paid,  one  to  the  sohooLDaaster 
of  a  oliarity  sdiool  in  Mere  Lane^  and  the  other  half  for  the  piizclnee  of  boda ; 
and  from  the  tradition  in  hia  hrnHj  he  ondentandB^  thai  these  papnenia  me 
made  in  letpeot  of  the  land  aboTe-mentbned,  and  that  the  school^itioin  in  Mem 
Lane^  had  ben  built  by  his  great  grandfather  Beau  Allen.  The  payments  were 
regularly  made  by  his  grandfather,  and  also  by  ]>is  father  till  a  few  yean  before  his 
death,  when  he  diiicontinued  them,  under  the  idea,  as  Mr.  Allen  supposes,  that 
they  were  altofrether  voluntary.  For  the  same  rcrisoa  Mr.  Allen,  since  he  has 
becu  ill  ])osse8siou,  has  uot  revived  the  pa)ineuts,  l)ut  has  applied  the  whole  of  tlio 
rents  to  his  own  use,  not  haviiii;  beon  aware  of  the  contents  of  Dean  Allen's 
will.  The  school  seems  to  iiave  been  discontinued  from  about  the  time  when  !Mr. 
Allen's  father  withdrew  the  uinual  iiayinent,  and  the  school-bouse  remained 
vacant^  bat  it  was  aflervaitb  occupied,  by  Mr.  Allen's  pennissioii,  by  a  ppor  man 
rant  free* 

There  a^ipean  no  donbt  that  the  charity  was  entitled  to  the  whole  benefit  of  the 
purchase  made  by  Mr.  Dean  Allen's  trustees,  and  that  Mr.'  ;Tlionias  Allen,  and 
his  hcJfrs,  are  bound  in  equity  to  set  out  a  full  equivalent  for  the  laud  so  purchased, 
and  to  refund  to  the  uses  of  the  charity,  the  witole  of  the  rents  ttiai  they  have 
r^Tcd  after  he  came  into  posseasioi^  which  was  in  the  year  17b9. 

SCHOOL  AT  LANE  END. 

By  indentnie,  dated  the  Sml  Februar}',  17C0,  between  John  Bonm,  of  New> 
GBstie-nnder-Ljme,  in  the  eonnty  of  Stafford,  "Eati.,  of  the  one  part,  Jeremiah 
Smith,  €t  featon  in  the  parish  of  l8tolce>apon-Trent,  Esq.,  and  eight  others, 
trustees  for  and  on  behalf  of  the  school  and  charity  thereinafter  mentioned,  of 
the  other  part,  reciting  a  demise  by  indenture  bearing  date  the  2nd  of  May,  in  the 
year  1717,  from  Nathaniel  Lane  to  Ralf^  Hayne,  in  consideration  of  £60,  of  a 
cottage  or  tenement  Mritli  the  apjjurtenanees,  at  Mcar  Ilcatli.in  the  p-irish  of 
Stoke-upon-Trent,  then  in  the  possession  of  llalph  Hayne,  and  all  liouscs,  build- 
ings, &e.,  thereto  belonging,  fur  the  term  of  999  years  fiom  thedatethweof,  at  the 
rent  of  a  peppercorn ;  and  further  reciting  that  by  several  subsequent  assign- 
ments the  premises  and  the  remainder  of  the  term  were  then  legally  vested  in 
JohnBoome,  who  had  laid  out  a  oonsiderable  som  of  mon^  npon  the  pcemsBes^ 
and  had  lately  leased  the  same  for  the  term  of  21  yeata,  at  the  dear  yearly  rent 
of  £7 ;  It  was  witnessed,  that  John  Bonme,  for  the  oonsideration  therein  men* 
tbned,  assignfid  to  the  trustees,  and  the  executors,  administrators,  and  assigns  of 
the  survivor  of  them,  all  the  demised  premises,  with  the  appnrtenanoes^  for  and 
dnrin!»  all  the  residue  of  the  terra  of  999  years,  to  the  xxses  and  purposes 
foUowing^,  tliis  is  to  say,  that  they  sihoiild  pay  and  apply  tlie  yearly  rents  and  * 
profits  thereof  during  the  remainder  of  the  term,  to  a  sclioohna.ster,  to  teaeh  'M 
or  such  other  number  of  the  poorest  children  thereabout,  in  the  school  at  Lune 
l^ud,  intended  to  be  buiil  ibr  Ihtit  purx>o»c  by  Joliu  Jiuurue,  to  read  English, 
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write,  cast  acconnts,  and  buy  books,  as  the  majority  of  the  trustees  for  flic  time 
being' should  from  time  to  time  nominate  and  appoint;  ami  that  when  and  as 
often  a.s  any  of  the  trustees  shouhl  die,  the  survivors  should  ehnose  one  or  more 
in  that  part  of  the  pariuh  of  Stoke  nearest  to  tlic  sehool,  to  succeed. 

Mr.  Bourne  al'ierwards  erected  a  small  house  and  s<  hool-house,  upon  a  jn'ece 
of  wn«ite  land  at  Lane  End,  wJiich  had  heen  conveycii  by  the  Rev.  Obadiah  Lane, 
lord  of  the  manor  of  Lons:ton,  by  deed,  dated  1st  March,  1703,  to  the  trustees 
meatioiied  in  the  indenture  of  the  3nd  February,  1760,  in  trust  for  the  purposes 
afoieaaid,  for  the  term  of  500  yean  from'  the  date  thereof,  at  the  rent  of  a 
pepperoora. 

Babeeqiient  aasignments  of  the  premises  bebnging  to  this  charity  to  new 
trustees  have  taken  place;  by  one  of  whioh,  dated  1st  December,  18S3,  they 
were  conveyed  to  Thomas  Allen,  John  Smith,  Thomas  Gotterdl,  John  Whieldon, 
Bieh.ird  Edensor  Heathcote,  llalph  jBoume,  Charles  Harvey,  the  Rev.  Thomas 
Brook,  and  Thomas  Hawe  Farlcer,  upon  the  trusts  declared  in  the  indentoie 
of  17GU. 

Previously  to  the  year  ISIO,  the  premises  granted  by  the  deed  of  1760,  bad 
been  held  for  many  years  by  a  succession  of  tenants  at  a  rent  of  £15,  upon  the 
payment  of  which  to  the  schoolmaster,  they  appear  to  huvcconsiMi  n  d  themselves 
entitled  to  hold  the  lands  independently  of  the  trustees.  The  iiuuMC  being  in  a 
very  bad  cuuilition,  and  the  premises  evidently  underlet  in  point  of  value,  the 
trustees  at  the  period  above-mentionod  thought  it  right  to  regain  possession,  and 
kt  the  premises  upon  better  terms.  It  became  neceessiy  for  this  purpose  to 
xemore  the  tenant  by  an  actum  of  dectment,  the  ooet  of  wfaidi  was  about  £6S. 
Tho  estate  was  then  put  up  to  auction,  at  wbidi  Mr.  John  Slater  was  the  highest 
bidder,  and  the  premises  were  consequently  demised  to  him  for  21  years  from 
Lady-day,  ISIO,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  £45,  with  a  covenant  from  the  losee  to  lay 
out  £300  in  repairing  and  improving  them. 

About  a-jrar  after  this,  in  consequencf  of  a  change  in  Slater's  circumstances, 
it  became  necessary  for  him  to  part  with  the  lease;  and  Sir  John  rieatlicote,  who 
was  one  of  the  trustees,  in  order  prevent  the  property  from  falliuf?  into 
improper  hands,  a«?reed  with  him  to  take  an  assignment  of  the  lease  in  the  name 
of  his  sou  Richard  Edt  nsor  Heathcute. 

Slater  while  in  pob^essiou  laid  out  above  £200  in  pursuance  of  his  covenant, 
and  more  than  the  residm  of  2300  was  expended  by  Sir  John  Heathcotc,  iu 
tepairing,  lebuildiDg  in  part,  and  improving  the  premises^  and  erecting  on  part  of 
the  ground  two  small  houses.  The  iHide  of  the  premises  were  then  let  by  Sir 
John  Beathfiote  for  £66  a-year,  vis,,  tiw  oxjgittBl  biiildingv  now  a  pnUie-honse 
cdlcd  the  Golden  Lion,  for  £66,  to  Hug^  Tomkinaon,  and  the  two  smaQ  houses 
for  £10,  to  a  Mr.  Boshton. 

Sir  John  Hcatheoote  died  in  October  1S22,  and  after  his  death  his  son,  Richard 
Edensor  Heathcotc,  Esq.,  thinking  that  if  any  benefit  was  to  bo  derived  under 
this  leas^  it  onght  to  belong  to  the  school,  proposed  to  the  trasteea  to  sunender 
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it  on  beinff  exonerated  from  any  payments  which  might  be  claimed  as  due  on 
account  thereof  during  his  father's  life.  Tlic  trustees  having  taken  this  i)ropodal 
into  consideration,  conceived  that  it  wovdd  be  advautagcous  for  tlie  charity  to 
accept  it,  and  Mr.  Heathcuic  accordingly  surrendered  the  lease  to  the  traste*® 
by  dt»d  poll,  dated  2JLii  Seytciubcr  wiiicii  cuauuua  an  iudorauity  from  the 
trnatees  to  Mr.  Heatbeoote  and  Slater,  agaijut  the  pftymenl  of  any  siunsof  oMmej 
then  doe  or  thereafter  to  beoome  dte  for  mat,  or  upon  any  other  aoooont  in 
respect  of  the  lurenuses. 

Upon  examininy  an  aoooont  of  moniea  expended  bj  Sir  John  Hcathcota^  in 
leapeoi  of  the  proauBea  and  school,  the  foUovi^  — 

That  tlicrc  was  due  from  Sir  John  Heathootc^  for  rent  for  )    am  |a  q 

13|  yciiTS,  at  Jt45  } 

That  be  had  paid  to  the  scboolmastiir    211  0  0 

And  on  aoooont  of  the  tmstecs  for  property-tax, ) 
insurance^  law  diacgea  for  the  ejectment,  >    131  6  6 
hooka  for  the  achool,  and  other  small  items... ) 

318  6  5 

265  3  7 

^Thai  he  had  expended  tm  the  premues  bejrond  the  £900^  and  ) 

exclusively  of  some  bills  for  bricks,  carri:^  and  painting,  f   .178  16  1 
Uie  aooounta  for  wiiioh  cannot  be  found  } 


abalanoeof  I.    86  7  6 

It  18  supposed  that  the  charges  of  which  the  aooounta  httve  not  beendisooveced 

vrould  be  sufficient  to  exhaust  this  balance. 

It  is  to  be  observed  on  this  statement,  that  Sir  John  Hcathootc  is  ouly  debited 
with  the  rent  of  £'45,  reserved  on  the  lease  to  Slater,  whereas  for  part  of  the 
time  during  which  lie  held  the  lease  he  received  £66.  But  in  e<iuity  ii  trustee 
would  be  required  to  account  for  the  wliole  of  the  clear  prufits  of  the  trust  estate, 
lUlowance  being  made  to  him  for  the  money  which  he  may  have  expended  in  im- 
proving the  property,  with  interest  upon  such  part  thereof  as  from  liuic  to  time 
lemaiaed  niuatiafled  hf  hia  receipts. 

This  oidowment  is  now  gfafted  to  the  St.  John's  Natbnal  School,  which  was 
built  in  1834;  there  axe  about  300  achdan  in  it,  about  80  of  whom  are  tanght 
free  in  return  for  the  endowment.  The  other  National  School  (St.  James's)  was 
built  in  1S36,  and  is  attended  by  about  200  children,  25  of  whom  arc  tanght  free 
because  of  the  benerolenoe  of  the  hite  Dean  Woodhooae^  who  left  about  £1000 
towards  its  support. 

Chabitih. — ^Tbomas  Fmnsj  (1761)^  £8  perammm  to  tlie 
pooreet  widows  of  8toke.^Rober6  Whilton  (1727)^  20s.  per 
annnm,  for  bread  for  the  poor  of  8toke  and  Backnall^  on  24th 
December  and  Jnne. — Bobert  Bagnall^  £5  per  anniun^  for  bread 
and  money  gifts^  for  the  poor  of  the  five  townships  at  Christmas. 


Digitized  by  GoogI< 


523 


£  I  M  e  S  L  £  Y  . 


KiNGSLEY  is  nu  irreprnlar  rillag-e,  tbrpo  miles  from  Cheadlo, 
with  5^290  acres  of  laud,  and  1,600  people. 

THE  FREE  SCHOOL. 

Jalm  Stubbs,  of  the  Shaw,  in  the  parish  of  Kiagsleyy 
genUeman,  by  will,  bearing  date  9th  NoTember,  1703,  gaye  to 
Eingsley  parish  for  to  be  a  free  school  for  erer,  all  that  mes* 
siaage  and  lands  in  Fozt,  in  the  possession  of  Michael  Eaton  ; 
and  all  that  messnage  and  lands  in  the  possession  of  Thomas 
Johnson,  and  in  the  parish  of  Cheadle  |  and  one  greatest  part 
of  a  messuage  and  bam  in  the  possession  of  Widow  Bostock,  in 
Cheadle  pari^li^  or  Kingsley  ;  and  for  feoffSDes  and  trostees  he 
left  for  these  lands  for  a  free  school  always,  the  rector  of 
Kingsley,  John  Beech,  his  executor,  Nathaniel  Philips,  Thomas 
Bayley,  John  Ilill,  liis  sons-in-law,  Ann  Stubbs,  and  iiieir 
several  heirs  for  ever. 

Upon  this  foundation  a  free  scho(^)  wa^s  cstablislicd,  and  is 
still  carried  6n  in  the  parish  of  King.sloy.  The  trusts  of  the 
clmrity  appear  to  have  eventually  centered  in  Jolm  Beech,  of 
the  bhaw,  the  grandson  and  executor  of  the  testator  and  hift 
representatives,  who  acted  as  the  sole  trustees  till  the  year 
1818*  At  that  period  the  school  had  fallen  much  into  decay* 
The  property  belonging  to  the  charity  is  as  follows : — 

l.»A  mflKiiage  with  ontbuildnigay  sad  lanit,  eonisiiiiiig  16  sens  96  paeha^ 
indnding  four  at  fivo  acres  of  woodland,  aitiute  at  Eoxil^  xb  the  paiuh  of 
]£aig8lcy,  now  in  the  oocnpatiOB  of  Thomaa  Vegg,  as  Twrly  tenant,  at  the  yeari^ 
rent  of  £23.  This  rent  commenced  sometime  prior  to  1810,  The  previous  rent 
appean  to  have  been  £13  10s.  which  had  been  paid  to  the  schoolmaster,  and  after 
the  rent  was  raised,  he  continued  to  receive  that  sum  from  the  tenant,  the 
additional  rent  being  puid  to  ^fr  Beech,  and  carried  to  the  general  account  of  the 
charity.  The  loud  is  poor  and  destitute  of  water. 
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There  is  coal  under  part  of  this  land,  but  there  seems  to  have  been  no  eligible 
opportunity  of  diaposiiig  of  it.  Thefe  is  also  a  good  deal  of  gtowiag  timber  in 

the  Woodland. 

2.  — A  mcssuJige  and  premises  at  KiuL'-sli,-y  Holt,  in  the  parish  of  Chr:tdle, 
and  about  an  acre  and  a  hdf  of  land,  held  at  iht'  yearly  rent  of  £3  Ir^s.  It  is  a 
very  old  house,  in  had  condition,  and  incapable  of  being  effectually  repaired;  the 
roat  appears  bullicieut. 

3.  — A  small  allotmeiit  made  mi  tiw  iodosare  of  Cheadk  oonamon,  m  tespect 
of  oonunon  right  bdoogiag  to  the  last-mentioiied  pmniaea^  tt  is  kt  Ibr  4s, 
a>year.  It  is  unineloeed,  aul  of  very  little  value. 

^--Another  small  aUotnettt  in  Ipslones  parish,  made  under  the  IpaCones 
inclosure,  in  respect  of  the  property  at  Foxt,  which  was  planted  a  feir  yean  ago 
by  the  trustees. 

5.— Part  of  a  bam  and  liou!?<*  in  Cheadle,  the  rest  of  which  belonged  to 
William  Barlow,  the  occupier,  For  this  jwrtion  he  used  to  pay  3s.  a-ycar,  but 
nothing  has  been  received  since  t!u>  year  1817.  The  property  is  in  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Hugh  Brown,  at  torn- y,  of  (  hcadle,  as  mortgagee.  The  bamisinaTery 
ruinous  state,  uliaost  ready  to  fali  down. 

C— The  school  premises  in  Kini:slcy,  (insisting  of  two  achool^rooma  one  over 
the  other«  lately  erected^  and  a  good  garden. 

7.  — A  sum  of  3S&77  10s.  new  foor  per  cent,  stock,  which  arose  under  the 
following  drenrastances : — 

Upon  examining  the  state  of  the  charity  in  1818,  the  trustees  found  that  the 
sdiool  had  been  for  some  time  held  in  the  churoh,  the  old  sebool-hoose  havinip 
become  unfit  for  the  pnipoee,  and  that  it  was  conducted  in  a  very  ineiBc»^t 
manner.  They  resolved,  therefore^  to  remodel  the  school  upon  the  national 
system^  and  to  build  a  new  school-liou^e,  the  expense  of  which  should  be  dtfiayctl 
from  some  balance?  in  the  h;i\uh  of  Mr.  l?cech,  and  from  the  produce  of  a  fall  of 
timber,  wliieli  they  directed  to  be  made  upon  the  l.nul  at  Foxt.  The  neit  produce 
of  the  tiuiber  was  £l,0ii5  15s.  6d.,  svnd  two  sums  were  accounted  for  by  Mr. 
Reeeh,  one  of  €117  1^-,  being  the  balance  of  receipts  and  payiueuts  in  his  hands 
from  1<97  to  l6l'J,  during  which  time  he  had  been  the  only  acting  trustee,  and 
the  other  of  £236  15s.  8d.,  being  a  balanoe  in  his  hands  due  from  his  ancestors 
pfevionsly  to  1797. 

Out  of  this  fund,  amounting  to  £1,383  Os.  8d.,  a  piece  of  had  was  purchased 
for  £130  and  the  sohool-bouse  erected  thereon,  at  the  cost  of  £419  14s.  6d.  The 

sum  of  £589  8s.  Id.  was  invested  in  the  pnrdiBse  of  £550  Navy  five  per  cents, 
(now  converted  into  £577  10s.  four  per  cents.),  and  the  m^ncf,  being 
£251 18s.  Id.,  remained  in  the  general  account. 

8.  — Mrs.  Dorothy  Brindley's  Gift.— It  is  reeorded  on  a  tablet  in  the 
church,  that  Dorothy  Brindley,  in  1092,  gave  40s.  a-year,  for  ever,  for  tlie  use  of 
a  school  at  King^ley,  to  he  paid  out  of  the  stock  of  EtO  wliicli  money,  as  appears 
&om  the  tablet,  and  also  from  the  rctorus  of  17S6,  was  ai'terworda  m.  the  bauds 
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of  Mr.  John  Brindley.  In  rwppct,  m  it  sliould  sppni,  of  ihia  gift,  an  .iTTtinal  mm 
of  £1  12s.,  beinir  nt  the  rate  of  four  per  cent.,  him  been  received  fii>ni  land  at 
Wbiston  Eaves,  formerly  belonging  to  the  family  of  the  Brindleys,  and  now  tlie 
property  of  Mr.  George  Locker,  of  Kin^slev,  who  states  that  he  purchased  the 
land  upon  an  onderstandiug  that  it  was  subject  to  tLi^>  charge. 

The  income  of  the  charity,  from  these  several  sources,  when  the  Commissioners 
viaited  Kiugsley,  was— 

£  s.  d. 

Rents  of  thr  '•I  ool  lands  (eicLosireof  tbeSa.  for  the  bam.  No.  5)  28  14  0 

Dividend  ol  block   9,3   2  0 

Mrs.  liriiiUley's  beuefaction    1  10  0 

63  12  0 

The  schools  arc  kept  in  the  school-rooms,  which  have  been 
erected  about  40  years  ago^  one  for  boys,  and  the  other  for 
girls,  at  which  120  children  of  the  parish  of  Kingsley  attend, 
and  are  inatmcted  gratnitonslj,  aocording  to  the  Madras  plan. 

A  schoolmaster  and  sohooUmstress  (his  wife),  duly  qualified, 
hare  been  appointed  by  the  trustees,  and  receive  for  their  joint 

salary  £50  a-ycar,  and  £3  for  liouse  rent,  and  have  the  use  of 
the  garden  annexed  to  the  school-rooms.  From  the  funds  of 
the  charity,  coals  are  supplied  to  the  school,  and  books  and 
slates  for  the  use  of  the  scholars,  and  Is.  a-week  is  paid  to  tho 
children  employed  a.s  teachers  in  the  school.  Poor,  church, 
and  highway  rates,  are  also  paid  for  the  school  premises,  and 
poor-rates  for  the  woods  at  Foxt,  and  some  small  disbursements 
for  repairs. 

The  f'xro%9  of  the  present  annual  expenditure  beyond  the 
income,  has  been  supplied  from  the  bahmee  remaining  of  the 
money  produced  by  the  sale  bf  timber,  and  the  sums  paid  in 
by  Mr.  Beech,  and  from  an  allowance  of  interest  at  three  per 
cent,,  made  by  the  bank  at  Cheadle  (with  whom  the  trustees 
kept  an  account)  on  the  balances  in  hand. 

GENERAL  CHARITIES. 

Randall  Reeves  (IC>51»),  £2  quarterly,  out  of  Ifay  Lee  and 
Deepmore  Meadows,  in  Ipstones  and  Nickley  meadow,  in 
Kingsley. 

Balph  Goodfellow  (1685),  £2  per  annum,  less  taxes  and 
levies  of  the  field  called  the  Paddock. 

3f 
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A  im  GoodlV'llow  (1G8()),  i^^s.  per  annum  to  nine  poor  widows, 
elected  by  the  clnirrhwardcns,  out  of  tlie  Townfield  Meadow. 

Mary  Allen  (1690),  12  penny wortli  of  bread  every  buuday, 
out  of  land  at  Kinpr=*ley,  to  12  poor  people. 

Mr.  Wliirliall,  24  loaves  every  Sunday  in  Lent. 

Ann  Goodwin,  nine  tixpeiiiiy  loaves  on  St.  Thomas's-day. 

Geo.  Poyser^  24  penny  loaves  every  Sunday  in  Lent. 


CH£ADL£. 


Cheadlf.  is  a  small  neat  market  town,  ten  miles  (rom  Leek; 
it  contains  as  many  people  as  acres,  viz.,  0,700. 

The  CIk  iuHc  Roman  Catliolir  Cimrcli  uf  St.  Giles's  is  the 
grandest  of  the  edifices  belonging  to  that  body  in  England, 
and  was  erected  solely  by  the  Earl  of  Shrewsbury  at  a  cost  of 
£40,000.  The  schools  attached  thereto  were  founded  in  1831, 
and  opened  in  1846,  and  arc  attended  by  about  200  children, 
taught  by  Mr.  Thomas  Gbslin,  and  the  nans. 

TH£  FREE  SCHOOL. 

 Siubbs,  by  mW,  bearing  date  IGth  Octobo;  16S5,  gave  to  Hr.  Paul 

JenkuuMin,  and  his  heirs,  for  ever,  a)i  that  laod,  estate  and  inheritanoep  at  Heath 
Hooa^  in  the  parish  of  Oheddleton,  then  in  the  possession  of  KrandsBraddod^ 
upon  condition  that  he  and  his  heirs  should  imy  yearly,  for  e?er,  to  the  use  of  the 

school  of  Cbe;nll(%  the  sum  of  £20  for  the  teaching  and  instructing  of  six  of  the 
poorest  children  of  the  parish  of  Kingsley,  and  six  of  the  poorest  ghililtwm  of  the 
parish  of  Chcacllc .  rmd  in  default  of  such  payment  by  hi<  heirs  or  assies,  then 
he  ordered  the  then  s(<hooluia9t€r  of  Cheadlej  to  cater  upon  ail  the  ftbove  land  at 
Ileath  House  aforesaiil.  • 

This  reut-ohurge  gf  £20  is  received  hj  the  master  of  the  school  at  Cheadle. 
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A  sum  of  £30  was  girea  by  the  trustees  of  Mr.  Andrew  Newton,  of  Lich- 
field, under  the  discretion  vested  in  them  by  his  will,  for  the  support  of  this 
school.  It  WHS  p  uil  to  the  master,  who  placed  it  in  the  Clicadlc  Savrngs  Bank, 
from  which  he  receives  interest  for  it,  at  the  rate  of  four  per  cent. 

There  is  a  house  V»i'!oiigiug  to  the  scliool,  which  the  master,  Joseph  Pegg, 
inhabits  rent  free,  but  svhich  he  is  bound  to  keep  in  repair.  It  is  not  known  by 
vhom  this  lumse  was  givem. 

Twdn  dhildren  of  tlie  parish  of  Gheadle  an  taught  at  the  aohooL  at  Monk- 
hottiei  vnder  this  fofluidatkni,  who  an  appom^  NochildteiihaTe 
been  sent  to  Cheadle  from  Kingal^  for  some  yean.  It  is  said  that  the  parish- 
lonenof  Cheadle  bad  the  liberty  of  sending  six  duldrai  of  their  parish  to  a  frse 
sdiool  m  Kingaley ;  and  thet  as  the  places  are  three  miles  asunder,  it  was  found 
for  the  mutual  convemence  of  the  two  parishes,  and  agreed  between  them,  that  12 
free  children  in  each  school,  should  be  taken  from  the  i)arish  where  the  school 
was  situated,  instead  of  six  from  each  parish  being  taken  uito  both  schools. 

The  master,  upon  his  apiwintment,  gives  a  bond,  with  two  sureties,  to  the 
rector,  churchwanlens,  ami  overseers,  conditioned  to  conduct  tlie  school  in  the 
manner  required  bv  the  fuumler,  and  to  keep  the  school-houiie  in  repair,  with  a 
provision  that  ia  case,  by  any  arrangement  between  the  parishes  of  Kingsley  and 
OiBsdle^  no  ehildien  shoidd  bs  appointed  to  the  scliool  from  the  parish  of  Kingsley, 
he  would  teadi  the  vhole  number  of  18  pninls  from  the  parish  of  Cheadle  only. 

The  free  children  axe  tanght  reading,  writing,  and  the  four  Ihst  rules  of 
arithmetic^  and  are  carried  further  in  the  latter  branch  of  instmotion,  if  they 
remain  Umg  enough  at  the  scfaooL 

^     GENERAL  CHARITIES. 

Simon  Fowler  (1663)^  £5  for  the  poor,  and  £1  for  two 
sermone  to  be  preached  hj  the  rector. 

Charles  Beach  (1726),  £15  lOa.  per  annnm  for  the  poor  and 
impotent. 

Thomas  Heath,  £4  per  annnm  from  the  Old  Hill  Field. 

Frances  Grosvenor  (1727),  £10  per  annum  ont  of  land  at 

Ottkamoor. 

Widow  Savage,  £6  per  annnm  from  five  acres  at  Fulford. 
Mr.  Mills,  £;J1  (is.  out  of  Millhouse  farm. 
Thomas  Lowe,  £20  ont  of  Birches  Close;  all  these  ai'e 
distributed  at  varioos  times  to  the  poor. 


DILHOBNE. 


DiLHosiTB  18  a  small  Tillage  2^  inilaB  from  Gheadle^  with  900 

people  and  3550  acres  of  land.  John  HoUidaj^  Baq,,  who  UweA 
formerly  at  Dilhome  Hall,  planted  no  less  tiban  118,000  trees 
on  liis  estate,  and  for  wluch  lie  obtained  a  gold  medaL  Near 
tho  chnrcli  (All  Saints)  stands  the  free  sdiool.   Blythe  Marsh 

is  a  village  in  the  parish  of  Bilhome,  and  is  chieflj  inhabited 
eartheiiwaie  hawkers. 


FREE  GRAMMAB  SCHOOL. 

Tliis  Bchool  is  geuerally  supposed  to  have  been  founded  by 
an  Earl  of  Huntingdon,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VITT.  The 
Earls  of  Huntingdon  have  acted  as  patrons  and  trustees  of  the 
school,  and  the  documents  relative  to  itb  foundation  appear  to 
have  been  preserved  till  a  late  period  among  the  'muniments  at 
their  mansion-house,  at  Donnington  Park,  in  ^^icestershire. 
These  docaments,  however,  are,  somewhat  unacoonntebly,  not 
now  to  be  found. 

In  a  letter  addressed  from  Donnington  Park,  on  the  20th 
Jime,  178C,  by  Mr.  E.  Dawson,  the  then  steward  of  the  Eari 
of  Hnntingdon,  to  John  HolUdaj,  Esq.,  of  Lincoln's  Inn,  he 
speaks  of  copies  and  extracte  from  deeds  and  papers  having 
been  made  two  or  three  years  before,  with  a  view  to  give  Mr. 
Holliday  some  required  infonnation  respecting  the  school,  but 
which  he  conld  not  then  find,  and  he  proceeds  to  steto  the  facts 
which  he  had  collected  on  the  sabjeot.  A  paper  in  the  posses* 
sion  of  a  parishioner  of  Dilhome,  exists,  purporidng  to  be  an 
extract  from  one  of  the  early  deeds  relative  to  the  school,  and 
certified  by  "  E.  Dawson "  as  having  been  compared  with 
the  original  deed  on  the  27th  September,  1800.  Upon  applica- 
tion to  the  agent  of  the  Mai'quis  of  Hustings  (who  has  succeeded 
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to  the  property  of  the  Earls  of  Huntingdon,  at  Donnington, 
and  lias  exercised  the  patronage  of  the  school),  by  the  Oharity* 
Commissioner,  it  appears  that  he  had  all  the  docnmentB  relatiTe 
to  the  school  sent  to  him  fipom  the  evidence  room,  and  that 
thej  contained  nothing  illnstratiTe  of  its  foundation^  except  an 
old  plan  of  the  estates  belonging  to  the  school.  The  only 
scooTces  of  infonnationj  therefore,  to  be  met  with  respecting 
the  origin  of  the  charily,  are  the  letter  of  Mr.  Dawson  and  the 
extract  aboye-mentioned. 

From  the  latter  document  it  would  appear  that  the  Earl  of 
Huntingdon  was  not  the  founder  of  this  school.  It  purports 
to  be  an  extract  from  an  indenture,  date  10th  October,  8rd 
James  I.,  between  Kicliui  J  Coke,  clerk,  vicar  of  Dilliui  iie^  and 
five  others,  respectively  described  as  of  VVhitchin'st,  Forsbrooke 
or  Dilhome,  yeomen,  of  the  one  part,  and  the  right  honourable 
Henry  Earl  of  Huntingdon,  and  Sir  Hichard  Egerton,  of 
Shocklaoke  in  the  county  of  Chester,  knight  of  the  other  part, 
which  recites  that  one  John  Whitacres,  clerk,  deceased,  and 
other  charitable  and  well-disposed  inhabitants  and  parishioners 
of  the  parish  and  town  of  Dilhome,  intending  the  erection  and 
establishment  of  a  free  grammar  school,  to  be  kept  within  the 
town  of  Dilhome,  with  reasonable  salary  or  stipend  for  a 
schoolmaster,  to  teach  and  instruct  the  science  of  grammar  in 
the  same,  the  stipend  to  be  paid  to  him  by  the  churchwardens 
for  the  time  being  of  the  parish  of  Dilhome,  (as  by  a  writing 
or  instrument  made  by  John  Whitacres,  bearing  date  the  18th 
day  of  July,  in  the  24th  year  of  the  reign  of  King  Henry  the 
VIII.,  amongst  other  things,  purporting  and  testifying  the 
same,  may  better  appear),  did  at  their  only  and  proper  cost 
and  charge,  for  the  better  supply  and  continual  maintenance  of 
the  school,  and  schoolmaster's  stipend,  convey  and  assme  all 
those  two  messuages  and  tenements,  &c.,  &c. 

The  extract  ends  hero  without  stating  what  property or  to 
whom  the  conveyance  was  made  by  Whitacres  and  the  other 
pai'ishi oners,  nor  is  there  auy  intimation  what  was  the  purport 
of  the  indenture,  but  it  seems  not  improbable  that  it  was  under 
this  deed  that  the  patron ni^f^  and  trusts  of  the  school  became 
vested  in  the  Earls  of  ^i-uutingdou. 
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The  information  contained  in  Mr.  Dawson's  letter  is  in 
Bubfltance^  that  the  grammar-school  at  Dilhome,  is  a  free  school 
for  that  place^  and  was  intended  for  the  benefit  of  that  parish^ 
hy  providing  a  stipend  for  a  schoobnaster  to  teach  the  science  of 
grammar,  and  for  the  maintenance  of  the  free  school^  and  of 
aO  thingfs  incident  or  belonging  to  the  same^  for  the  godly 
edncation  and  good  instruction  of  the  youth  in  Dilhome  ;  that 
the  ancestors  of  the  Sari  of  Hnntingdon  nsoally  granted  the 
leases  of  the  charity  estates  themselyes,  in  which  leases  it  is 
recited  that  the  entire  rule,  government,  ordering  and  disposing 
of  all  the  land.'*,  tenements,  and  hereditaments,  belonging  to  the 
free  school  of  Uilhorne,  alias  Dolveru,  iii  Stattordiikire,  and  the 
dispo.silioii  of  the  schoolmaster's  place,  were  legally  vested  in 
them,  and  the  rents  are  reserved  t<y  them,  their  heirs  and 
assigns,  for  tlie  use,  benefit,  and  V)elHK»f  of  the  school,  and  for 
the  maintenaDce  of  the  schoolmaster  and  school  for  the  time 
being. 

The  licence  granted  to  the  schoolmaster,  by  the  Bishop  of 
Lichfield  and  Coventry  is,  "  to  the  office  of  master  of  the 
endowed  grammar  school  in  Dilhome,  to  which  he  had  been 
nominated  by  the  Marqnisof  Hastings,  the  trae  and  ondoabted 
patron  of  the  school. " 

The  earliest  information  as  to  the  property  with  which  this 
school  was  originally  endowed,  is  from  an  old  plan  preserved 
in  the  evidence-room  at  Donnington,  purporting  to  have  been 
made  on  a  survey  and  measurement  of  the  school  estates,  taken 
the  1st  of  March,  1672-3,  by  Edward  Weale. 

From  this  survey  the  property  appears  then  to  have 
consisted  of — 

A.    K.  P. 

AmessaagesadlSdomof  landinthetowiislttpof  Fon^^  32  o  17 
in  the  padah  of  Dflhomc,  containing  )    '  ' 

A  messuage  nnd  five  parcels  of  land  in  the  township  of  Plnrton,  }  -^m  S  Si 
in  the  pansli  ol  Trentbajii,  cunLmoing   j 

One  messtttge  and  land  in  the  township  of  Kinwelinarah,  alias  >  1  n  16 
Kirktborpe,  in  the  county  of  Derby,  containing  j 

One  messuage  and  Innd  in  the  same  township,  containing   3  0  15 

And  two  doaes  in  the  same  township,  containing   9  2  8 

67  1  8 
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The  land  in  Blurton  has  been  since  exchanged  for  other  property  in  the  parish 
of  Garerswali.  Land  at  Bluitou  is  of  more  valuu  tUun  at  Cuvcrswall,  from  its 
proximity  to  the  Potferiea^  whidi  affoids  the  meaiu  of  kiting  it  adnuttagcously, 
end  the  proposal  for  the  exduuige,  whidi  was  desirable  to  the  Marquis,  in  the 
midst  of  whose  property  the  land  at  Slorton  was  situate,  was  acceded  to  on  eon- 
ditioBthat  the  difference  of  Taloe  should  be  compenaated  fay  qoantify.  Artidea 
of  agreement  were  accordltigly  entered  into,  dated  the  27th  February,  1813, 
between  the  Marquis  of  Stafford  and  the  Earl  of  Moira,  with  the  consent  of  Mr. 
Smith  the  master,  who  was  a  party  to  the  deed,  whereby,  after  stating  the 
proposed  exchange  of  the  lands  in  Blurton,  and  two  messuages  thereon,  which 
lands  tlieu  amoiintwi  by  admeasurement  to  21a.  3n,  IOp.,  for  sucli  part  of  a 
certain  messuap-o  nnd  lands  belonging  to  the  Mai-quis  of  Stafford,  in  the  i)arisli  of 
Caverswall,  usualiy  called  Calverley,  and  containing  by  estimation  65  acres  or 
thereabouts,  as  together  with  such  messuage  on  the  last-mentioned  land  would 
be  a  foil  equivalent  for  the  lands  in  Blurton;  the  parties  covenanted  mutually  to 
convey  the  lands  and  premises  so  to  be  esebanged,  when  the  eqaivalent  ont  of 
the  lands  at  CaTertwall  should  have  been  ascertained.  It  was  referred  to  Mr. 
lliomas  Eowley,  of  Overton,  surveyor,  to  ascertain  this  equivalent^  who  by  his 
award,  dated  the  2Sth  AprU,  1813,  declared  that  the  several  parcels  set  out  in  the 
award,  part  of  the  lands  in  Caverswall,  containing  altogether  by  admeasurement 
57a.  Or.  19p.,  would  be  a  fair  equivrdcnt  for  the  said  lands  in  Blurton.  The 
possession  of  the  land  was  accordingly  exchanged,  l)ut  it  docs  not  ai)pcar  that 
any  mutual  conveyance  has  been  made  pursuant  to  the  articles  of  agreement. 

"\\'hat  authority  the  Earl  of  Moira,  at»  trustee  for  this  charity,  in  ay  have  had 
to  make  this  exchange,  cannot  be  ascertained,  iu  the  absence  of  the  docuiucuts 
relative  to  the  foondation,  with  what  powers  he  may  have  been  invested  by  the 
fonndcff,  but  as  the  exchange  seems  to  have  been  m  no  degree  detrimental  to  the 
eharity,  there  appears  no  reason  why,  nor  any  probability  that,  any  attempt  should 
be  msile  to  disturb  it. 

The  premises  in  Dilhom^  cwMBsting  of  three  cottages,  a  bam,  and  about 
48  acres  of  land,  are  as  foUows:— 

A.  n.  p. 

Land   IG    2  0 

Ditto   8^0 

Ditto   6  0  0 

Ditto   6  10 

Ditto   1  3  S 

Ditto   3  0  0 

Ditto   12  8 

Two  coiLagca  with  smaii  gardens  

Cottage  and  bam,  and  small  gaiden  

Land   6  9  0 

016 

Total  rent,  inlSSS,  £119  15  0 
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l—Pianiiet  ai  KjUinnnh,  in  tlu  phmIi  of  Sekiugtoa  in  Dari^hire,  consist - 
iagof  fbiir  oottagttaiidabaiift  81  aim  of  kii^  taunted  w 

A.    R.  P. 

Land    10  0  0 

Two  oottiiges,  cow-house,  and  laud  „     2   2  0 

Laiid   6  0  0 

Two  cottages  and  land   110 

Land   110 

21  0  0 

Total  rent»  in  182S,  £46  11  0 

8.^Frani8eB  in  C^Tenwall,  oraaisting  oi  a  fimn-lumn  and  bnDdinga,  a 
eottage  nade  out  of  aatabla^  and  abont  67  aons  of  land,  aafoQova:— 

A.  a.  p. 

Farm-honao  and  bnildinga  and  land   18  1  32 

Land   22  1  31 

Ditto   9  10 

Cottage  and  small  garden  

Land   6  S  38 


66  8  81 

Total  lent^  in  1883^  ^.£9416  0 

making  the  total  quantity  of  land  ISSsA.  8dL  '67?.^  and  tha  total  ammal  valao 
£861  Is.,  subject  to  some  anuill  dodnetkma  for  haid4aK  and  qnit-icnta.  Thia 
inoonw  ia  abo  ohargeaUe  with  tbe  npain  of  the  adhod^ooae^  and  ote 
on  the  estate  ahoot  £14  per  anaom. 

The  landa  are  let  bj  the  adhoolmaiter.  and  the  lents  am  raacwed  to  bin. 
This  bris  now  ben  the  enatom  for  a  great  nunbar  of  yean.  Thepmeottenanle 
aU  bold  from  year  to  year. 

The  great  difTcrence  between  the  present  quauty  of  acres,  and  that  mentioned 
in  the  old  survey,  can  scarrt  ly  hr  afcountcd  for  hut  by  some  variance  in  the  size 
of  the  acre.  The  divisions  laid  down  iu  the  old  phin  can  still  bo  traced,  and  are 
found  generally  to  contain  considerably  more  thjin  is  there  stated.  Sonic  additions 
have  been  made  by  inclosures.  lu  a  list  produced  of  the  lauds  iu  Blurton,  dated 
in  1801,  there  appear  to  have  been  18  paxeda  (tnatead  of  five,  as  stated  in  the 
old  plan),  of  which  tiine  are  described  aa  "late  vmaaa,*'  and  contBin  nearly  six 
aerea.  Sudlaradditienamar  have  been  made  to  the  exchanged  landa. 

^r—Tbere  is  also  to  be  mentioned  the  school-room  in  Bilhotne^  wfthaamaU 
dweOiog-haQae  annexed,  otmaisting  only  of  two  apartments,  one  over  the  other. 

It  appears  that  formerly  a  respectable  grammar  school  was  kept  apat  Dilhonie. 
The  mastera  at  one  period,  took  classical  scholars  as  boarders,  and  among  the  &ee 
scholars  were  some  who  received  classiml  instruction.  The  classical  scholars 
were  fmp:hi  in  the  scbool-room,  the  rest,  who  received  only  a  common  odacatton, 
in  the  school-house. 
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It  is  stated  that  the  occapier  of  CoomIow  Ibnn,  naur  Cheadlc,  is  entitled  to 
■end  a  bof  to  tlie  sefaool  on  paying  lOs.  a-year.  Of  the  origin  and  particulars  uf 
this  privile;^  th^re  19  no  account.  Thisichoolis  i&  Chancery ;  the  Marquis  o£ 
Hastiags  is  the  only  trustee. 

Blythe  Maesh  School. 

William  Amory,  of  Stoneliotisc,  in  the  parish  of  Dilhorno,  by  will,  dated  26th 
August,  1728,  devised  <o  his  wife  the  Pool -street  Meadows,  lying  at  Bl}'thchri{ltre, 
in  the  parish  Dilhorne,  during  her  life,  and  after  her  decease,  he  gave  the  s  um  to 
several  persons  thereiu  uained,  and'their  heirs,  in  trust  to  receive  the  rents  and 
profits  thereof,  and  to  apply  the  two  lirst  yearly  rents  towards  building  a  school, 
house,  and  to  hestow  and  employ  the  rents  of  the  said  meadow  from  time  to  time 
towards  ihB  a  sdioolniMtar,  tlie  same  to  be  paid  bf  two  half-yearly 

paymanta  at  Afifthaftlwiaii  and  Lady-daj;  and  be  diraeted  that  tbe  sdwd'houe 
abould  be  boilt  on  BIy tbemaish ;  and  that  the  aehoobnaster  sboold  teaeb  fredj 
tbe  ohildren  of  tbe  poor  mhabitants  legaPy  aetUed  withm  the  the  libertiea  of 
Fonbrook,  Stonehouse,  and  Blythebrid^  not  worth  the  sum  of  £10  per  annum, 
to  read  Engiifth,  writer  and  cast  accounts,  such  schoolmaster  to  be  chosen  by  the 
trustees,  and  to  continue  as  lon«»  as  he  should  demean  himself  well,  and  in  case  of 
misdemeanor  or  mismanagement,  the  trustees  to  have  power  to^jt^jipoiat  anotlier 
master. 

By  indenture,  bearing  date  ith  August,  1S09,  reciting  the  will  of  William 
Aniory,  and  also  that  Thomas  TIcath,  deceased,  had  for  many  years  before  his 
death,  which  liappencd  30th  August,  1802,  been  in  the  possession  and  receipt  of 
the  rents  and  profits  of  the  schoolhouse  and  premises  thereafter  mentioned,  and 
that  after  his  death  Thomas  Heath,  party  thereto,  had  been  and  was  theu  iu  pos- 
eeasion  thereof;  and  farther  leeiting  that  by  a  decree  of  the  Court  of  Chancery, 
made  8th  Joly,  ISSff,  m  a  caiue»  the  Attomqr-Genera],  at  the  relation  of  Hemj 
Johnson- and  others^  infbnnants,  and  the  said  Thomas  Heath,  party  to  the  inden- 
ture, and  otheia,  drfendanta,  it  was  otdceed  among  other  things  that  one  of  the 
masters  of  the  court  should  appoint  proper  persons  to  be  trustees  of  the  charity  • 
estates,  and  that  Thomas  Heath,  and  all  proper  parties,  should  convey  the  same 
to  such  new  trustees  with  the  approbafinn  of  the  master;  and  that  the  master 
had  appointed  Kirhard  Harris,  Henry  Johnson,  Rdph  Bridget,  William  Galli- 
more,  and  Joseph  Heath  to  betrasteea  of  tbe  estates,  and  had  settled  and 
approved  the  now  abstracting  indenture;  it  was  wttnc-sscd  that,  in  pursuance  of 
the  decree,  Thomas  Heath  couvcycd  to  Ricliard  Harris  utKi  (jthersand  their  heirs, 
aU  tbe  meadows  and  schoolhonse,  uid  also  a  parcel  of  land  in  Blythemarsh,  con- 
taining two  roods  and  ten  perches,  or  thereabouts,  bounded  on  the  north  side  by 
the  turniiike  road  kadmgftom  Uttoieter  to  Newcastle^  whieh  had  been  awarded, 
npon  the  inekMue  of  the  waste  hnds  in  the  parish  of  BOhome,  inrespeet  of  the 
meadows  and  schoolhonse^  to  hold  the  pranisea  upon  the  seteral  troatamsntsoBed 
in  the  wiU  of  Wilhan  Amory. 

3a 
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It  does  not  appear  neoeaflMj  to  after  now  into  any  detafls  of  tlw  niian|iriie»- 
tion  of  tbB  chantj  fvnda,  wbioh  gave  nae  to  tho  dtanoay  suit  mentioned  in  thin 

ThB  property  ol  the  diirity  oosuists  of  a  schoolroom  at  BIytbcmarsb,  \rhidt 
appears  to  have  been  erected  aocording  to  the  directians  of  the  founder,  of  the 
Pool-street  Meadows,  containing  by  estimation  seven  acres,  and  of  the  allotment 
oontAining  two  rooda  and  ten  petchea.  These  landa  aie  letat  the  yearly  tent  of 
£22. 

For  two  or  three  years  after  the  decree  the  school  was  suspended,  and  the 
whole  of  the  rent  was  applied  towards  defraying  the  costs  of  the  chancery  suit, 
and  the  cxpeu&e  of  repairing  tlie  i>chool,  which  had  fallen  into  great  decay  pre- 
Tionaly  to  tlie  eonv^yanee  under  tho  anthoiity  of  the  oonrt.  Allenratds  tlie 
achodlwaa  xe^pened,  and  a  portion  only  of  the  rent  waa  reserved  ten  the  above 
pnipoaea. 

Ibe  ordinaiy  repairs  of  the  adiod  are  paid  for  by  the  trustees  when  neoea. 
saiy,  and  the  amount  deducted  firom  the  rent.  At  present  the  room  is  ingood 
repair. 

The  present  schoolmaster,  John  Spilsbury,  is  considered  bound  to  teach  all  the 

children  of  parishioners  residing  within  the  specified  liberties,  who  are  not  pos- 
sessed of  property  wort  h  £10  per  annum.  The  number  of  scholars  who  attend  is 
about  125.   They  arc  taught  to  read,  writ^  and  cast  accounts.  The  master  takes 

otlit'r  I  liililrcn  as  free  schoLirs. 

Charities. — There  are  eight  small  benefactions  here,  amoant- 
ing  to  £8  15s.  per  annum,  for  the  poor,  distributed  at  various 
times  of  the  year.  Lady  Boiler  aapports  a  girls'  school  at  her 
own  e]iq>eiise* 


LEI6S. 


LsiOH  is  a  parish  five  miles  west  of  UtioKetor,  containing  7,400 
aores  of  land,  and  aboot  1,000  inhabitants. 

THE  FREE  SCHOOL. 
By  indenture  of  feoHment,  dated  2nd  June,  1620,  Stephen  Spencer,  of  Leigh, 

in  consideration  of  the  better  bringing  up  in  learning  such  poor  children  of  the 
parish  of  Leigh,  as  otherwise,  by  reason  of  the  poverty  and  want  of  1lif>ir  parents, 
were  not  likely  to  be  maintained  and  kept  to  sciiool,  whereby  to  become  more  fit 
and  protilable  members  of  the  commonwealth,  and  for  their  better  preferment, 
conveyed  to  John  Sherratt,  and  live  others,  all  of  the  paribli  of  Leigh,  their  heirs 
tad  assigns,  a  meadow,  called  Blythe  Meadow,  with  the  appurtenances,  in  Tean, 
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Over  Tonn,  Nether  Tean,  and  Checklcy,  or  any  of  thctn  ;  and  all  his  Imds,  with 
the  appurtenances,  in  the  same  places,  in  a  pasture  called  tlie  Tcan  Leys;  and  all 
his  beast  fjatos,  and  pasturage  for  live  and  sometimes  six,  in  the  Tean  Leys;  and 
also  the  following  y^ly  rents,  commonly  called  bytoke  rents  or  quit  rents, 
•noimting  in  the  ^ihdb  to  Mi.  tnd  8d.,  payablA  »ttbe  feuto  of  8t  Jobs  the 
Baptist  and  St  lEaitmtbe  Bbhopv  aodall  othor  vuHi  rants,  iaaninff  out  of  unj 
piemiBes  in  the  parish  of  Lelg^  late  in  the  tenure  of  Thomas  Sontfl^  and  four 
other  persons  therein  nsmed,  the  same  to  be  paid  jearly  by  the  seven!  persons 
hereafter  mentioned,  vis. 


And  alao^  a  eloee  or  pastue*  eaUed  Hodgebircb,  inthe  parish  of  Leigh,  vith  the 
appnrtaoanoeSk  to  hold  the  last-mentioBed  dose,  npon  the  tmsts  hereafter 
mentiooed,  under  the  head  of  Stephen  Speneer'a  diarity,  for  the  poor ;  and  as  to 

the  rents  arising  from  all  the  other  premises,  and  the  quit  rents,  npon  trust,  that 
the  trustees,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  should  thoewithpaj  for  and  discharge  the 
Bchooling  and  teachinp:  of  so  many  children,  as  the  same  rents  would  amount  to 
at  the  rate  of  5s  1<1.  a  scholar,  the  children  to  be  choseu  by  the  trustees,  and  their 
heirs,  of  the  sons  of  the  poorest  inhabitants  within  the  parish  of  Leij?h,  so  that 
choice  might  bo  made  of  such  as  should  be  diligent  scholars,  and  not  of  those 
whose  parcnia  would  only  set  theui  to  school  fur  some  time  of  the  year,  and  for 
the  rest  employ  them  about  othor  business ;  and  Stephen  Spencer,  hoping  that 
tbist,  his  gift,  might  be  sa  incateraent  to  others  to  follow  his  example,  so  far  that 
their  farther  gifts^  together  with  foB,  mi^t  be  sufficient  maintenance  for  a  school- 
master,  he  diupcted,  that  the  rents  before  expressed  to  be  for  the  schooling  of 
oratain  poor  children,  should  be  added  to  the  gifts  of  other  well-disposed  people, 
for  the  mainteuance  of  a  schoolmaster,  and  for  the  making  and  maintenance  of  a 
school,  free  for  all  the  mhabitants  of  the  parish. 

By  indenture,  dated  1st  June,  lfi23,  Stephen  Spencer,  for  the  considerations 
aforesaid,  conveyed  to  tlie  same  parties,  and  their  heirs,  the  going  p;ist ore  and 
feedings  of  and  for  four  Ijeasts  and  a  half,  in  a  pasture  called  Birch  Wood  Leys, 
otherwise  Dodsley  I^cys,  in  the  parish  of  Leigh,  upon  tnist,  to  let  the  same,  and 
with  ihe  rents  to  pay  fur  the  schooling  of  so  many  children  as  the  same  would 
amonnt  to  at  the  like  rate  of  5s.  id.,  with  the  like  directions  as  to  the  choice  cf 
soholais  and  the  applieation  of  the  rents^  in  case  of  further  benelsdions. 

By  deed  poll,  dated  8nd  June,  1685,  reciting  bis  former  gifts,  and  that  he  had 
given*  the  sum  of  £80  for  the  further  maintenanea  of  a  sehoobnaster  in  the 
parish,  Stephen  Spencer  expressed  his  intent  to  be,  that  Harvey  Bagot,  Esq.,  and 
other  persons  thoein  named,  shonld  have  the  dispoeing  and  laying  cut  of  the 

•  This  loiD  «•«  imilMMy  «o(  paid  in  tht  11D»-0im  of  tb«  donoT,  m  it ipp«in tlisllii 
bHOMtM      fprllM  NBM ponMw, hi*  wHl, dttMl  srth  Aogait,  169B. 


Thomas  Soute  ,.,....„  

Thomas  Harvye..  

Thomas  Cowap,  Traaeis  SheRat^  and  Bichacd  Bowling. 
William  Gnudye,  out  of  a  watermill  in  the  parish  


£  s.  d. 
0  0  11 
0  3  5 
0  8  6 
0  13  4 
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Btoaey  upon  land,  to  be  piudiaNdiiiito  flii  tnitoei  in  the  fonner  lufaBtaiCB 
mentioned;  and tliat th^j,  tfadr lidn and aangiHi alioiild  for  ever  tbenafter  kl 
the  sBmcj,  and  applf  Um  Rnta  for  iho  «tMi*«M— mmi  ^  jHijiftiTifnf  |q  taadi 
whool  at  the  parish  ohtttoli,  or  wotub  oUwr  oonvenient  plaoa  near  thereta  It  in 
then  stated,  that  the  rent  of  the  preioises,  and  the  quit-rents  before  granted, 
amounted  to  £7  5s.  per  ann. ;  and  that  he  hoped  the  lands  to  be  porchased  wonld 
be  worth  £  i  T3s.  per  annum,  and  that  lie  hoped  these  sums  would  be  n  reasouable 
stipend  for  a  good  schoolmaster;  and  he  desired  that  in  consideration  thereof  he 
should  freely,  and  without  fni  tl)er  rccompeuae,  teach  and  instruct  in  learning  all 
such  the  male  children  of  the  inliabitants  of  the  parish,  as  their  parents  or  friends 
should  tiiiuk  good  to  send  to  school ;  and  as  the  parish  of  Leigh  was  large,  he. 
expressed  his  hope  that  if  the  nomber  of  mlbtAm  libaald.  be  so  great  that  thn 
rents  ahoidd  not,  in  the  discretion  of  his  tmstees^  veU  reoompenae  the  sdiool^ 
master,  the  gentlemen,  and  other  of  the  better  sort,  having  diildren  there  shonhiy 
of  thur  own  bonnty,  reward  the  sehoolmaater  for  his  pains;  and  that  his  intent 
was,  not  to  free  any  other  children  but  those  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  parish: 
nor  that  the  schoolmaster  should  admit  foreignen},  to  the  prejudice  of  the  diildren 
of  the  inhabitants ;  the  schoolmaster  to  be  nomiiKtted  by  the  trustees :  and  he 
directed  that  when  there  should  be  three  only  of  the  tnistccs  living,  they  should 
conrey  the  preujises  to  so  many  other  honest  men  of  the  parish,  as  should  make 
np  the  number  six. 

By  indenture  of  feoffment,  dated  1st  March,  ICdCy,  reciting  the  gift  of  £S0 
above-mentioned,  Margery  Hawley,  widow,  and  Aiithony  Hawley,  in  considora- 
tion  of  £61^  parael  of  the  £80,  oomreyed  to  the  tmsteesahoTe  naaied,  and  their 
heirs,  certain  lands  in  the  pasture^  oalled  Tean  Leys,  oontaining  by  oompatation 
an  eighth  part  thereof,  and  certain  beast  gates,  or  pastnrage  for  the  feeding  some- 
times  of  seren  and  somethnee  eight  bessts  m  the  leys. 

By  indentnre,  dated  5th  March,  1626,  reciting  the  above-menUoned  gift  of 
£S0,  ^largery  raul  Anthony  Hawlqr,  in  consideration  of  £16,  granted  to  tlie 
trustees  and  their  heirs  an  annuity  or  yearly  rent  of  ISs.,  issuing  out  of  the 
messuage,  tenetHf^nt.  and  farm,  wherein  the  grantors  tlien  dxrelt,  and  a  close  or 
pasture,  called  C'lille  Bank,  which  premises  were  situate  in  Tean,  Over  Tean, 
Nethw  Tean,  and  Gheckley,  or  some  or  one  of  them,  with  a  power  of  distress  in 
case  of  uonpajTnent. 

By  indenture;  ds^ed  19th  February,  ISO/,  John  Cope,  now  deceased,  the 
tarriTing  tnutee  named  in  an  iadntBra,  dated  Sth  December,  1780,  oonreyed  aft 
the  premues  partionlarly  mentioned  in  •  schednle  theiennder  written,  to  IBdward 
Blurton,  William  filnrton,  Thomas  Brindlqy,  Thomas  Howe^  and  Chariea  Hart» 
and  their  heir8»  npon  the  tmsts  declared  hy  Stephen  Spencer,  and  Thomaa 
Spencer. 

In  the  schedule  the  premises  cmv^red  by  Stephen  Spencer  to  trustees  for  the 
p^nintenance  of  a  schoolmaster,  and  other  charitable  uses  mentioned  in  certain 

indentures,  dated  2nd  .Tune,  1B?0,  1st  Jnne,  1B23,  3rd  September,  1^25,  and  Snd 
June,  18  James  I.  are  described  as— Tiie  Blithe  Meadow,  certain  land  called 
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Tean  Leys,  a  yearly  rent  of  lid.,  a  yearly  rent  of  3s.  5d.  out  of  land  at  Withington, 
then  in  the  possession  of  William  Hill,  a  piece  of  land,  with  the  road  leading 
thereto,  in  the  parish  of  Leigh,  ealled  the  Mill  Green,  a  yearly  reut-charf?e  of  I83. 
issuing  out  of  a  messiin?*'  and  lands  at  Nether  Tcau,  and  a  close  called  Clifle 
Bank,  in  Checkley,  eci  t-.uu  lands  at  Dodsley,  called  Drnlsley  Leys.  All  the  rents 
above-mentioned  uru  btuted  to  have  been  given  for  the  maintenance  of  a  school- 
BMUttor. 

A  doee  called  the  Hodge  Bireh,  the  pnikt  whereof  an  slated  to  bsve  been 
given  to  be  apg^lied  to  poor  penona  in  the  pariah. 

A  terral  of  land  in  Withuigtoo,  knaedj  puehaaed  hy  Thomaa  Spencer,  ud 

conveyed  by  Stephen  Spencer,  for  certam  charitable  naea  intended  hy  Thoma% 

mentioned  in  an  indenture,  dated  6th  January,  1624. 

The  Long  Hndlands,  the  Blythe  Croft,  the  Bent  Meadow,  all  in  the  pariah  of 
I^eigh,  given  towards  the  reparation  of  bridges. 

The  i-Toperty  belonging  t(;  the  .school  consists  of  thi;  following  particulars 
The  Blythe  Meadow,  containing,  according  to  a  survey  of  the  free-school  land, 
2r.  3p.  ;  six  fields  in  Tean,  in  the  parish  of  Checkley,  containing  by  adnicasureincnt 
43a.  1r.  30f.  ;  and  an  allotincnt  of  nearly  three  roods,  set  out  upon  the  Checkley 
bdcenre,  and  adjoining  to  the  paremiaea  aboTe>mentioned ;  making  in  the  whole 
3b.  3p. 

A  parcel  of  land,  caOed  the  Mill  Green,  containing  about  half  an  ncie, 
inftHiding  n  lane  leading  to  it.  This  land,  as  it  is  not  mentioned  in  anj  of  the 

original  deeds  of  conv^anoe,  u  supposed  to  have  been  given  to  the  trustees  in 
exchange  for  the  qnit-rent  of  13s.  id.  payable  out  of  a  water  mill  in  the  parish, 

no  such  rent  being  now  received. 

Certain  lands,  called  Dod?:ley  Leys,  consisting  of  two  fields,  containing 
19a.  1b.  with  a  laue,  containing  2r.  Ir.  These  lands,  and  part  of  the  Tean  Leys, 
are  held  in  lieu  of  the  beast  gates,  granted  by  the  founder. 

Of  the  quit-rents  mentioned  in  the  deed,  the  two,  viz.,  lid.  and  2s.  6d.,  have 
not  been  paid  lor  many  years ;  and  it  is  unknown  upon  what  premises  they  were 
diarged. 

The  quit-rent  of  Ss.  5d.  as  paid  bjjr  Lord  Bagot's  steward,  in  rtspeei  of  a  fann 
at  Withington,  now  in  the  ooenpation  of  John  Gilbwt,  the  schodlmaster. 

The  18s.  4d.  psyable  out  of  the  mill,  hss  been  slready  noticed. 

The  rent-charge  of  ISs.  out  of  a  etose  at  Cliffe  Bank,  and  a  messuage  in  Tean, 
nearij  adjoining  thereto. 

This  income,  amounting  to  £66  16s.  5d.,  is  received  by  the 
schoolmaster  himself,  by  the  direction  of  the  tmstcc?. 

The  present  master,  Mr.  John  Gilbert,  was  appointed  by 
the  trastees  in  December,  1809;  lie  keeps  school  in  a  room 
which  was  built  hy  the  pariskionen  in  1808,  on  the  site  of  an 
old  school,  which  was  always  kept  in  reptur  bj  tJie  perisH. 
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Tlie  master  takes  all  the  boys,  sons  of  parishioners,  who 
apply  for  admittance^  without  any  charge ;  but  it  has  not  been 
the  custom  to  offer  them  till  they  know  their  letters.  There  is 
a  Girls'  National  School  here  also,  built  in  1850,  and  two  smaller 
schools  supported  by  Wm.  Evans,  £sq.,  M.P. ;  at  these  aboat 
90  scholars  attend. 

GENERAL  CHABITIES. 

Stephen  Spencer  (1()20),  14  {()&.  out  of  hind,  given  to  the 
poor  on  Good  Friday.  Thomas  Spencer  (1624),  4a.  Ik.  29p.  of 
land;  208.  for  the  poor,  residue  for  repairs  of  the  parish 
bridges.  Sir  William  Bagot,  £5  for  the  poor.  William 
Parker  (1755),  £2  IGa.  per  annum  ditto.  EHzabeth  Parnell 
(1697),  £10  per  annnni  ditto.  liev.  William  Palmer  (lGo8), 
£1  per  annum  ditto.  Rev.  William  Bagot  (1798),  £1  per  annum 
ditto.  Thomas  TTarvey  (1630),  rent  of  Great  Onlies  land, 
14a.  Ob.  89p.,  and  interest  of  timber  money,  about  £37  for  the 
poor  in  coats  and  ^owns;  and  for  the  same  purposes,  John 
Harqnerson  (1641),  £3  per  annum.  Edward  Blmton  (1729), 
dOs.  per  annnm.  Elizabeth  Whitehall,  £10  per  annum  for 
apprentice  fees  out  of  Wood  Leasow  fiunn.  John  Blnrton, 
(1741),  £6  4s.  per  annum  for  bread  and  shoes  for  the  poor. 
William  Moore  (1697),  12s.  T  William  Blood  (1726),  10s.; 
Simon  Blood,  58. ;  John  Bakewell  (1850),  £5. ;  for  the  poor  in 
bread  and  monej. 


L££K. 


Li:ek  is  one  of  the  handsomest  towns  in  the  county,  and 

Bituated  in  one  of  the  finest  amphitheatres  in  the  kincfdom. 
The  parish  comprises  31v,300  acres  of  land,  extending  in  one 
direction  for  six  miles,  in  which  there  are  ton  townships,  and 
15,000  people. 

The  first  Earl  of  Macclesfield,  of  the  Parker  family  fThomns 
Parker)  waR  bom  here,  and  erected  the  present  grammar 
school ;  from  being  the  son  of  an  attorney  he  rose  to  be  one 
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of  Qneea  Azine's  oonnsel — ^waa  then  knighted — ^tiben  created 
Lord  Chief  Justice— then  Baron  of  Macclesfield— then  Lord 
Chancellor — ^then  Earl  of  Macclesfield;  when  at  this  eminence 
he  was  impeached  for  gross  ooiraption  in  the  Court  of  Chancery 
by  the  House  of  Peers^  for  which  he  was  degraded  and  fined 
£80,000,  every  penny  of  which  was  exacted  and  paid. 

TEE  GBAMMAB  SCHOOL. 

Bqads's  Chaxitt. — George  Boads,  clerk,  by  his  will,  bear- 
ing  date  2lBt  October,  1712,  reciting  that  he  was  entitled  to  a 
moiety  of  the  profits  of  the  impropriation  of  Church  Broughton, 
in  the  county  of  Derby,  devised  all  the  profits  and  the  term 
thereof  to  the  Rev.  John  Taylor,  Ralph  Wood,  and  his  brother 
Best,  their  executors  aud  assies,  upon  trust,  with  tlie  profits 
arising  thereby,  to  purchase  lands,  and  to  settle  the  same,  so 
that  the  rents  thereof  miirht  be  applied  to  a  schoolmaster  or 
schoolmistress  for  ever,  for  the  teaching  of  the  poor  children  of 
the  town  of  Leek,  who  should  be  above  the  age  of  six  years 
and  under  ten,  to  read  English;  the  Ticar  of  Leek  for  the  time 
being  to  have  the  nomination  of  the  master  or  mistress,  and  of 
the  children^  and  to  appoint  the  number  of  them  to  be  taught. 

The  aboye-mentioned  moiety  was  sold  (but  at  what  period 
does  not  appear),  and  the  produce  invested  in  the  purchase  of 
£828  4b.  9d.  tluree  per  cent,  reduced  annuities^  and  vested  in 
Mrs.  Mills,  as  administrotriz  of  Thomas  Mills,  Esq.,  who  was 
the  last  surviving  trustee,  producing  dividends  of  £9  188.  lOd. 
per  annum. 

The  dividends  of  this  stock  are  received  by  the  vicar,  and 
are  by  him  paid  over  to  the  master  of  the  grammar  school  in 

Leek,  who  for  this  teaches  six  poor  children  of  Leek,  nominated 
by  the  vicar,  to  read  En/'  lish;  that  being  the  number  which 
has  been  usually  sent  to  the  school,  and  which  the  vicar  con- 
siders aufficient  for  the  remuneration  pauL 

The  grammar  school  is  taught  in  a  building  near  the  church- 
yard, which  appears,  by  an  inscription  in  the  front  of  it,  to 
have  been  erected  by  the  Earl  <if  Macclesfield,  lord  chancellor, 
in  1723.  The  grammar  schoolmasters  arc  appointed  by  the 
Earl  of  Macclesfield,  but  there  is  no  endowment  belonging  to 
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LU£  OHAJUTIIS. 


the  establkliment.  The  buUding  i^i  kept  in  repair  bjr  the 
master  for  the  time  being. 

Lady  Moyf.k's  Cu,\RrTT. — "By  indenture,  bearing  date  24th 
July,  1717,  Rebecca  Moyer  (called  in  the  benefaction  table  the 
Lady  Rebecca  Moyer),  assignod  to  Sir  William  Jolifie  and 
William  Northcy,  two  Exchequer  annuities,  one  of  £15,  and 
the  other  of  £1U,  payable  for  the  residue  of  a  term  of  99  years, 
commendng  24th  June,  1708^  as  a  foundation  for  a  school  at 
Leekj  for  instnictiiig  50  poor  children  of  Leek  and  Oheddleton, 
These  annnities  having  expired  in  1817^  this  oharitj  of  course 
ceased  with  them. 

The  bene&otion  table  in  the  ehnrdi  states  that  La^Mojer, 
bj  deed,  in  1717,  as  well  as  by  her  wiU,  1723,  endowed  the 
school  with  £25  a  year  fbr  ever.  Upon  reference  to  Lady 
Meyer's  will,  we  find  that  she  desired  that  if  her  schools  should 
not  bo  provided  for  in  her  lifetime,  that  land  should  be  bought 
aud  settled  to  make  good  the  salary  slio  always  allowed  them; 
but  it  does  not  nj)])ear  that  any  such  step  was  taken  to  per- 
petuate the  j)rovi8ion  made  for  the  school  at  Leek,  by  the 
grant  of  the  above-mentioned  annuities. 

GE^'ElUJ.  CHARITIES. 

Leek  abounds  with  charities,  as  will  be  acknowledged  by 
the  following  hat. 

Ass's  Chabitt. — Elizabeth  Ash  (1676),  £i|^t  almshonBes 
and  garden  ground  for  eight  women  of  sixty  years  and  up- 
wards, and  a  yearly  gift  of  £40  per  annum,  augmented  by  Lady 
Dethick,  in  1678,  and  £110  by  two  other  benefactors,  whidi 
were  laid  out  in  land,  the  rents  of  which  are  £25  per  annum. 
In  1808,  timber  was  cut  to  the  value  of  £614  Ids.,  which  was 
invested  in  £900  three  per  cent.  Every  six  years  about  £20 
worth  of  underwood  is  cut  and  sold  from  this  land.  The  alms- 
women  get  twenty-one  parts  of  the  land  rents,  and  the 
diWdends  :  they  also  receive  the  dividends  of  £436  28.  three 
per  cents,  given  by  ^frs.  R.  Lowe,  in  1  705 — altogether,  28.  Gd. 
per  week  each,  and  gowns  once  in  txro  year?*,  and  coals. 

CuDRCinVARDENs'  LiST. — Eleven  21 -parts  of  the  jrift  of  ^frs. 
Lowe. — ^William  Watson  (1688),  land  rents,  £19  per  annum. 
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Thoa.  Joddrell,  50s.  yearly.— Ann  JoUiflfe  (1731),  £33  Gs.  yearly 
for  poor  widows. — WiUiftm  Hulme  (1690)^  26s.  yearly. — John 
Hulme  (1694)^  £35  10s.  yearly.  These  are  called  the  town  dole 
(£86),  and  are  distributed  at  Ghmtmas. 

OTHER  BIKKVACTXOVS, 

John  Bothwell  (1619),  rent-ciharge  of  ten  goineaa  to  pay 
7d.  a  week  to  six  poor  people,  now  increased  to  £10  7s.  6d.  j 
and  to  die  Tioar  £16  2s.  8d.  per  annum. 

James  Beedyard  (1709),  55e.  to  the  poor  for  bread,  and  fmr 
Hulme's  charity,  £35  10s. 

Ifrs.  St.  Andrew,  6s.  8d.  to  the  vicar,  and  ISs.  4d.  to  the 
poor,  out  of  Stringer's  Croft. 

Joan  Aznett  (1665),  £2  Ids.  4d.  out  of  NeHier  Hay  &rm, 
to  the  poor  of  Leek  and  Mill  street;  £2  13s.  4d.  to  the 
minister,  and  20s.  to  the  poor  of  Meerbrook. 

William  Mills  (1719),  interest  of  £100~tlius,  20s.  to  the 
vicar,  5s.  to  the  clerk,  and  rest  iu  bread,  to  poor  ^^^dows. 

Thomas  Birtles  (17oo),  dividends  of  £120  13s.  3d.  to  indi- 
gent Konsckeepers,  on  St.  Thomas's -day. 

William  Badiiall  (1806),  ai^denrls  of  £1()46  Is.  9d.  for 
blankets^  quilts,  and  clotlung  for  twenty  poor  widows  on  each 
6th  November. 

John  Najlor,  dividends  of  £1620,  New  South  Seas — ^viz., 
£4  8s.  4d,  to  the  vicar,  and  £44  3s.  8d.  to  the  poor,  in  food 
and  clothinff. 

EXDON  (Leek  Parish.) 
Endon  school  and  master's  honse  was  built  in  1750  by  the 
freeholders,  ou  land  left  by  Mr*  John  Wedgwood.  In  1797 
Thomas  Harding  added  a  quarter  of  an  acre  to  it  as  a  garden. 
The  master  receives  £4  lOs.  oat  of  Park  Lane  Estate — interest 
of  £110  left  by  T.  and  W.  Sherrett  {1781  and  1786),  for  edu- 
cating six  poor  children;  he  also  receives  £4  lOs.  irom  the 
Endon  toll  gate  for  two  free  boys  (donor  unknown). 

MEREBROOK  (Leek  Parish.) 
John  Stoddard  (1678),  £10  to  a  schoolmaster  for  teaching 
two  poor  children  of  that  place ;  and  Roger  Morn's  hft  half 
the  interest  of  £100  to  the  prbonlmaster  for  the  educatiuu  of 
eight  poor  children  of  Leekfrith,  and  the  other  for  the  purchase 
of  bibles.  3  b 
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GfilNDON. 

Grindov  is  a  roughly  built  village,  eight  milea  from  Leek^  with 
8186  acres  of  land,  and  only  400  inhabitants. 

FEEB!  SCHOOL. 

Qms  or  Hvhphbst  Hall  akd  Samuel  Nalioh.— B7  mdentnre,  dated 
IBth  May,  1794,  between  Huraphrey  Hall,  clerk,  of  the  one  part,  and  Henry  Lea, 
dork,  rector  of  Griadoeo,  John  Chadwiok,  Samod  Chadwidic,  William  Smith,  and 
Ralph  Hall  the  younger,  of  the  other  part ;  recitinf?  that  Hnmphrey  Hall,  out  of 
affection  which  he  horr  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Grindon,  which  was  the 
place  of  his  uativity,  had  ath  luiccd  £60,  and  had  prevailed  upon  Samuel  Nalton, 
clerk,  to  advance  £10,  which  sums  Humphrey  Hall  had  placed  in  the  hiinds  of 
Henry  Lea  and  the  other  parties,  of  the  second  part;  it  was  thereby  decbred, 
that  the  sum  of  £100  so  advanced  should  oontiune  in  tnirt  ffaat  Hmiy  Lea  and 
otiienahofiild  infest  the  tame  in  the  mostadvantBgeoiisimxchaseof  landa,towaida 
the  endowment  of  a  diarity  sehool  at  Grindon,  and  should  teoehre  and  yeady  dis* 
poae  of  the  xents  and profita  of  aneh  lands  to  apenon  to  be  appointed  by  them 
to  be  master  of  a  school  at  Grindon,  who  should  continnc  in  the  said  school  at 
the  wiU  and  pleasure  of  the  trustees ;  and  that  whenaoercr  they  should  expel  and 
remove  from  the  school  any  schoolma-stcr,  for  any  cause  whatsoever,  whereof  they 
were  declared  the  judges,  with  full  visitatorial  power,  all  tiie  interest  of  such 
schoolmaster  should  cease;  audit  was  declared  that  the  said  schoolmaster  should 
teach,  in  such  manner  as  the  trustees  should  direct,  10  poor  children,  of  sober  and 
▼irtuous  parents,  being  mhabitants  of  the  parbh  of  Griudou,  to  be  uouiiuated  by 
the  trustees,  who  should  have  power  to  expel  from  the  sehool  any  ehild  so  noini- 
nated,  for  any  cause  irhat8oe?er;  and  that  the  trostees  should  make  sncfa  orden 
and  regnlations,  to  be  obserred  hy  the  master  and  children  for  thegovenuneni  of 
the  acliool,aa  to  them  should  seem  meet,  and  alter  the  same  from  time  totnne; 
and  it  was  fiuther  declared,  that  when  Henry  Lea  shoidd  cease  to  be  rector  of 
Grindon,  his  snocessor  and  successors  in  the  rectory  should  be  trustees  of  the 
charity,  and  that  when  one  of  the  other  trustees  should  die,  the  survivors  should, 
out  of  the  honscholders  of  the  parish  of  Grindon,  nominate  another. 

By  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  16th  and  16th  ]^Iay,  1721, 
Williani  Anuables,  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  in  consideration  of  £89,  part  of  the 
abovcmentloned  £100,  conveyed  to  Henry  Lea  and  the  other  trustees  above- 
meutioned,  and  theu:  heirs,  several  closes,  called  Flag  Croft,  the  Hill  Side,  with  a 
Httle  oM  ham  thereon,  the  Stapler  Bottom,  and  two  other  patoela  of  land  called 
the  Wall  Torlong  and  Foot  Aere^  part  of  a  tenement  called  Annables'  Tenement^ 
in  the  township  or  liberties  of  Grindon,  in  tmst  for  the  sole  nse  and  benefit  of  the 
charity  school,  and  that  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  lands  should  be  apidied  for 
the  bencQt  of  the  school  m  soch  manner  as  was  spcciGed  in  the  above  abstracted 
indt  ntnn  1  that  that  conTeyanoe  shodd  be  soliQeot  to  the  trusts  expressed  in 
that  indenture. 
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Further  Gift  or  HMrny.  ITall,  and  Gifts  op  Joitn  Chadwick  &  Akiwy. 
Hall.— liy  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  dated  27th  and  2Sth  August,  17^8, 
recitinpr  that  lluniphrey  Hall,  deceased,  did  about  the  year  1730,  give  the  sum  of 
£100  to  the  free  ^>chool  of  Grindon,  to  be  au  additional  allowance  to  the  school- 
master for  teaching  of  two  poor  children  within  Griudon ;  and  also  that  Anthony 
Hall  had  given  tbe  sum  of  £10  for  the  benefit  of  the  sofaool ;  and  abo  that  John 
Chadwick,  deoMsedp  hj  his  ynSi,  bearing  date  lOth  Maj,  1740,  had  given  to  the 
tnuteea  of  the  school  the  sum  of  £30«  the  mtereet  wheieof  he  dbected  shoold  be 
applied  yearly  to  buy  Bibles,  to  be  by  them  annually  distributed  to  six  poor 
children  of  the  parish  of  Grindon ;  and  also  reciting  tliat  the  trostees  of  the 
school,  as  far  as  they  lawfully  might,  by  virtue  of  any  claim  by  them  to  be  made 
to  the  several  sums  of  money,  had  agreed  with  Thomas  Bold  for  the  purchase  of 
the  prciniscs  thereafter  mentioned,  and  that  the  routs  and  iiroliia  tlicreof  should 

yearly  applied  according  to  the  true  intent  of  liuniplircy  Ifall,  Anthony 
Hall,  and  of  t!ic  will  of  John  C'hadwick  ;  It  was  witnessed  ihai  Tlionia-s  Bold,  iu 
cousideratiou  of  the  prciuiiCii,  and  of  Uic  sum  of  Ll'M  10s.,  i,Taiited  to  the  llcv. 
George  JSparrow,  William  Smith,  John  WooUiscroft,  John  Chadwick,  and  Thamas 
Hall«  their  hdn  and  assigns,  a  messuage,  formerly  part  of  a  barn,  standing  on  a 
pieee  of  land  called  the  Long  Piece,  situate  at  Fetbills,  in  the  'parish  of  Ledk, 
and  those  indosnies  called  the  Long  Piece,  the  Keadow,  and  the  Ronnd  1m,  and 
BO  inucli  of  the  parcel  of  the  land  called  the  Bank,  as  vas  OH  the  south  side  of  a 
mark  made  on  tiie  to])  of  the  pared,  intrust  out  of  the  rents  thereof  to  pay  yearl7 
to  the  selioolmabtcr  of  the  charity  .school of  (irindou  for  the  time  Ix  intr,  for  teach- 
ing two  children  of  I  lie  parish  a.>i  slioidd  be  placed  there  by  tlie  tru.stccs  according 
to  (lie  infeulion  of  iiumphrcy  llall,  deceasci.],  and  of  Antl.nny  Hall,  at  the  time 
th(-y  ,:^avc  iIjc  sum.s  of  IKHj  iind  ilO;  and  on  further  trust,  that  they  should,  out 
of  the  residue  of  the  rents  aiid  prohls,  buy  six  Bibles,  aniiuall}  to  he.  by  them  dis- 
tributed at  Christinas,  to  six  poor  children  of  the  parish,  ab  they  iu  iheu  discrctian 
shoukt  think  fit,  according  to  the  will  of  the  said  Geoige  Chad  vide,  deceased. 

The  gift  of  £10  by  Anthony  Hall,  the  object  of  which  is  imperfectlr  stated  m 
the  above  indenture,  was  made  by  deed-poll,  dated  8th  Kovember,  1755,  whereby 
he  gave  to  the  trustees  of  the  chiirity  SChool  at  Grindon  the  bum  of  £10,  m  truA 
that  tliey  slio^  place  out  the  same  at  interest,  and  with  the  interest  annually 
buy  and  dispose  of,  (o  so  many  of  the  charity  scholars  as  should  Ijc  qualified  by 
learning,'  to  be  turned  out  of  the  scliool,  each  a  book,  called  the  Explanation  of 
the  Church  Catecliisni ;  and  iipon  fuitner  irust,  to  lay  out  the  residue  of  the 
intircst  iu  suudl  bo(»ks,  for  the  use  of  tlic  children  to  learn  in  at  the  school. 

There  is  no  particular  acoouut  of  the  small  balances  remaining  from  the  above 
benefactions  after  deductuig  the  pnrchase>money  of  the  respective  bxuls;  but 
they  may  be  presumed  to  have  been  applied  in  defraying  the  cxpcnaea of  the 
purchases,  or  in  the  general  disbursements  of  the  sdiooL 

The  property  derived  from  these  purchases  consist  of  the  following  paroda:— 

1.— rivo  ])ieccs  of  land  in  the  parish  of  Grindoo,  oontmning  altogether  ahoiit 
six  acres,  iicld  by  Thomas  Smith,  under  a  lease  granted  by  the  trtrslces  menliailfld 
in  the  indenture  of  the  U\h  of  May,  17U,  to  WiiiiMu  Ghadwick  for  99  years, 
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from  the  2Glh  March,  1726,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  £4  lOs.  As  this  lease  is  so  near 
its  expintioii  there  aeemi  no  neocMitj  to  mU  Hi  nJidity  in  qpMlkm.  Thm 
ptmni  falne  of  the  bod  is  stated  to  he  about  80i.  an  icra. 

8.— Aboot  fire  sens  of  old  ineadov  land  at  FethUls,  m  Oneoot^  m 
of  Leek,  with  thfee  small  houses  theveon,  andtiro  aUotmento  of  tonmon,  nado 
under  the  molosiire  of  the  waste  called  Monidge  about  siBty        ago,  the  mm 
containing  5a.  2b.  IOp.  and  the  otbcr  20p. 

The  old  inclosnres  at  PethiUs  had  been  let  by  the  tnutees  under  the  original 
pnrrlnsp  (Iced  by  lease,  dated  21rth  Fehruary,  1762,  whereby  reciting  tbat  George 
C  rif  !il  iw  had  undertaken  to  build  a  forge  for  working  iron  on  the  premises,  the 
trustees  demised  to  hini  the  said  premises,  with  lil)erty  to  erect  the  said  ferine, 
and  to  c\it  ground  from  the  river  to  the  place  where  the  same  was  intended  to  be 
ereeted,  and  to  make  any  pool  or  dam  on  the  premises  to  preserve  the  water  for 
supplying  the  said  li»ige^  for  a  term  of  990  years,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  £6  6a. 

Under  this  leaae^  the  lands  demised  therabj,  togeUwr  with  the  aUotmenta 
which  had  been  made  in  respeot  of  them,  aftenraida  oame  to  the  posscssioiLof 
IVaneis  Gosling;  in  right  of  his  wilo»  the  daagfater  of  the  leesee.  A  tew  Team 
after  an  information  was  filed  in  the  Ck>!irt  of  Chaacerif  by  t1ic*Attomey<general, 
at  the  rebktion  of  the  Rev.  W.  Evans,  rector  of  Grindon,  and  Samuel  Cliadwick, 
who  was  heir-at-law  of  John  Chadwick,  the  surviving  trustee  under  the  deed  of 
1724,  against  Goslin}?,  allet?in^  that  this  lease  had  been  improvidently  granted, 
and  prayinsf  that  it  might  be  caneclled,  and  a  decree  was  obtained,  granting  the 
prayer  of  the  information,  and  directing  that  each  party  should  pay  their  owri 
costs.  Upon  tiiis,  Gosling  gave  up  the  old  inclosure  and  the  large  allotmeut, 
whieh  wen  let,  the  foimer  to  George  Kidd  as  tenant  from  jear  to  year,  at  a  good 
rent  of  £7 16e.,  and  the  allolnient  to  Thomas  Stnbbs  as  tenant  ficom  year  to  year, 
at  a  rent  of  £8  10a.  The  latter  is  Yeiy  poor  hmd,  hut  would  pfobaUy  bear  a 
small  imsease  of  rent. 

Towards  the  costs  of  the  dbanoeiy  auit,  £111  were  paid  by  the  sale  of  the 
building  materials  of  the  old  forge,  (the  forgo  itself  having  brm  f  akcn  away  by 
Gosling)  and  about  £1  liy  sale  of  timber  on  the  land,  and  £15  15s.  advanced  by 
the  parii>h.  There  remained  about  £41  dofi^  which  has  been  paid  by  instalments 
out  of  the  rents.  • 

The  rents  (£25  per  atinum)  are  paid  to  the  sclioolmaster,  Mr.  Paul  Prince 
Turuer.  There  is  no  residence  for  the  master,  but  there  is  a  room  adjoining  the 
dmnod  of  the  ohuroii  where  the  school  is  kept,  in  which  32  scholars  are  now 
instmctedflne.  T6  erery  ohiM  that  qntts  the  sdiool  there  is  given  a  Bible  and 
Pniyer  Boo!k»  and  an  'Biplanation  of  the  CSiuxdi  Gatediism;  and  all  the  teaching 
books  in  the  school  are  snpidied  from  the  book  fond.  No  other  children  than 
those  in  the  sohod  reoeiTe  ]Kble8  under  Ghadwiok's  gift 

Ch^itues. — ^Rath  Stabbs,  in  1693^  lefb  £15  yearly  for  the 
poor,  including  Butterton,  oomxnenoingafcOliristmaa. — ^Thomas 
Titterton,  in  1745,  left  188.  yearly^  to  be  given  in  bread  at  the 
cburoh  monthly. 
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CHEDDLETON. 


Cheddleton  is  a  small  village,  three  miles  south  of  Leek ;  the 
population  is  but  1,900,  on  9,000  acres. 

THE  FREE  SCHOOL. 

"NVhiteeall's  Gift. — James  Whitehall,  of  Femeyhill,  in 
the  parish  of  Cheddleton,  by  a  codicil  to  Lis  will,  bearing  date 
12tli  August,  1724,  pn'o  to  hig  son  James  Wliitchail,  William 
Hollins,  and  John  iiraddock,  the  sum  of  £200,  which  he 
directed  they  should  lay  out  in  a  convenient  purchase  of  lands, 
and  in  the  mean  time  should  put  the  same  to  interest  upon 
securities  as  they  should  s^oo  Ht,  and  that  such  interest,  and 
after  Baok  purchase  should  be  made,  the  profits  of  the  land  so 
purchased  should  be  paid  bj  the  trustees  and  their  heirs^  on 
23rd  August  in  every  year,  to  the  schoolmaster  of  the  school  at 
Cheddleton  for  the  time  being,  for  his  trouble  in  teaching 
twenty  poor  children  of  the  parish  to  read  BSnglish. 

By  indentures  of  lease  and  vdeascv  bearinif  date  18Ui  and  l$th  Jnne»  1810^ 
being  a  convey^oe  from  Michael  Baintry,  John  CUffe,  George  Allen  and  otbeiBb 
to  EUaa  Bagnall,  of  several  closes  on  Wetl^  Moor,  in  the  parish  of  Cheddleton, 
reciting  (amongst  other  things)  the  above  abstracted  codicil  to  the  will  of  the 
suitl  Janies  Whitehall,  nnd  reciting  that  the  eoiniuissioiicrs  under  an  Act  passed 
in  tlic  !)th  Geo.  II,  for  dividing"  and  inclosing  the  common  lands  in  the  parisli  of 
Cheddleton,  by  tlieir  award  allotted  to  James  Whitehall,  the  son  of  the  testator, 
for  his  freehold  cstuLe  at  Fcmeyhill,  a  i)arcel  of  irastc  land  lying  ou  Wctlcy 
Moor,  contuning  9a.  1b.  Mp.  ;  and  reoiting  that  it  did  not  appear  that  James 
Whitehall  tbe  aoa,  WiUiaoii  HoUins^  and  John  Braddock,  or  any  of  thein»  erer 
laid  out  the  aaid  £200  in  the  pwohaae  <d  land,  or  inTeated  the  aame  on  anj  other 
aeeoritiy,  bat  that  tbe  sum  of  £8  per  annum,  aa  the  interest  ol  the  SSOd,  had 
been  firom  time  to  time  annttaUy  paid  by  the  ownoa  or  occupiers  of  the  parcel  (tf 
land  so  allotted,  oat  of  the  rents  and  profits  thereof,  to  the  schoolmaster  for  tbe 
time  bemg  of  the  school  at  Cheddletri.  r»nd  that  it  was  prcsnmed  that  some 
security  upon  the  parcel  of  land  for  the  I  JO'  )  or  t!ip  interest  thereof,  wns  exeruf  ed 
by  James  Wiiitehall  the  son,  which  could  not  be  found;  and  reciting  the 
particulars  of  other  allotments  made  under  the  inelosure  to  John  Smith,  and 
William  Hili,  and  that  the  three  several  allotments  lay  together,  and  had  been 
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vamj  years  before  snbdivideiJ  into  the  several  clo9«»  thereby  conveyed,  and 
reciting  that  it  had  becu  agreed,  tbut  out  of  the  purchase-muuc},  bcm^  Ll,123, 
^  warn  of  £WAafM  be  dua-ged  upon  ilw  lUotmentmadeto  Juam  WhitefaaU 
tin  son,  whidi  ww  dtstingidftlied  in  a  plan  indocaed  on  thie  xdcMe  bj  a  led  hite, 
and  that  the  same  shooU  be  oonvejed  to  Elias  BagnaU,sal^eet  to  the  payment  of 
the  prindpalaam  of  £200  to  the  penon  who  abonld  be  entitled  uuler  the  oodidl 
of  the  fint-nanicd  James  Whifchall,  to  eall  in  and  reodfe  the  aame,  and,  nntil  the 
same  should  be  called  in,  subject  to  the  parent  of  £8  anTinaHy  to  the  school- 
mastor  of  Cheddlctoii ;  the  closes  were  in  consideration  of  the  paymcut  of  tbe 
resirliie  of  the  purchase-iiioney,  and  of  f!!c  covenant  of  Elias  Baj^mall,  to  pay  ihe 
£200  and  the  interest  thereof,  conveyed  to  Eli4i8  Ba^uall,  and  to  a  trustee  for  htm, 
subject  m  to  the  aboTe-described  allotment,  to  the  payment  of  the  £300,  and 
until  payment  thereof  to  the  aimual  sum  of  k,6  ou  23rd  Auj;u^i,  to  be  paid  to  the 
aohooliMiler  of  Cheddletoo,  as  the  interest  of  the  said  £900  at  four  per  oent. 
And  Elias  Bagnall  covenanted  that  he,  his  heirs  and  assi^,  would  paj  tbe 
prindpsl  and  Intenat  aeoordlngly:  and  that  the  part  of  the  closes  which  wan 
distingnishsd  on  the  phm  bj  a  xed  line^  ahoold  lemam  diargeaUe  with  andi 
pajmenta,  and  that  he,  his  heirs  and  asrigns,  wodd  indemnify  ICdiael  Datntiy 
and  the  other  vendors  against  the  same. 

It  is  stated  on  the  table  of  benefactions  in  the  church,  that  the  same  donor» 
James  Whitehall,  pave  LiiO  to  build  a  place  to  teach  the  children  in. 

Mr.  Hias  Bafj;nall,  the  purchaser  under  the  above-mentioned  cwinreyance,  died 
in  1S24,  and  the  lands  now  belong  to  his  children.  The  annual  snm  of  £8  has 
been  regolarly  paid  to  Mr.  William  Bainbridge,  a  sehoolmaster  iu  i<ic  parish  for 
teaching  poor  children  to  read,  in  a  school  built  with  the  £30  given  for  that 
pnrpoae  by  Mr.  Whitehall  Mr.  Geoige  Allen,  who  was  one  of  the  conveying 
parties  of  the  lands  in  1810,  acted  in  the  management  of  the  charity  till  hia  dw>th^ 
which  also  took  place  in  1881  The  master  now  teaches  fifty  free  scholars. 

JoHH  BxaNiLL's  Gut  to  the  Schooi..— The  late  John 
Bagnall  of  Binge  Hay^  gave  bj  his  wiU,  bearing  date  in  1814^ 
£5  yearlj  for  ever,  to  be  charged  upon  the  Binge  Hay  Hoose 
estate,  and  to  be  paid  to  sach  person  aa  should  be  dnlj 
appointed  schoolmaster  of  the  free  school  of  Gheddleton,  on 
condition  that  he  should  instruct  four  poor  children  at  the  least, 
belonging  to  ihe  townships  of  Gheddington  and  Basford,  in 
English  and  writings  such  children  to  be  nominated  by  the 
owner  of  Binge  Hay. 

Although  this  donation  is  Toid  under  the  9th  Geo.  II.  c.  o6., 
the  annuity  of  £5  is  paid  to  the  schoolmaster  appointed  under 
WliitchalPs  gift  by  the  owner  of  the  Ringe  Hay  estate,  for 
teaching  five  children ;  the  remainder  of  the  master's  salary  is 
made  up  by  subscription. 
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Chabtties. — ^P,  and  J.  Hollins,  twenty  shillings  each  to  tho 
curate  and  the  poor  out  of  the  Shafferlong  estate. — ^Mrs.  Joliffe^ 
.  £4  to  the  oanie,  and  24s.  to  the  poor  at  Christmas. — ^The  un- 
derneath were  aU  lefl  for  the  poor : — ^Balph  Shemtt,  IGs.  out 
of  the  tithes  of  Old  Basford ;  Wm.  Kabbs,  lOs.^  oat  of  the  tithes 
of  the  Hills;  John  Bagnall,  208.  out  of  Binge  Hay;  William 
Sneyd^  208.  ont  of  Mosslee  estate;  James  Fenton^  58.  out  of 
Cheddleton  Grange. — John  Fenton^  £4  per  amnim  oat  of  Ghed- 
dleton  Grange^  to  be  paid  as  apprentioeship  fee  with  poor  boys. 


WETTON. 

Wbtton  is  a  romantically  sitaated  village  in  the  Moorlands, 
nine  miles  from  Leek,  with  500  inhabitantSj  and  2600  acres  of 
land.  Within  two  miles  of  Wetton  there  is  a  copper  mine, 
which  for  many  years  produced  a  profit  of  £30,000  to  the  Duke 
of  Devonshire ;  some  300  tons  of  pore  copper  per  annum  were 
got  from  it. 

Mbllob's  Givt. — John  Mellor,  of  Wetton,  by  his  will,  dated 
30th  Janoary,  1719,  gave  £4  a-year  to  his  executors,  John 
Altsop,  Emanuel  CantreU,  and  Joseph  Lownda,  and  their  heirs, 
to  be  by  them  paid  to  the  schoolmaster  of  Wetton  for  the  time 
being,  for  the  teaching  and  instructing  12  poor  children  of  the 
pari^  of  Wetton  in  the  English  tongue  and  catechism,  till  they 
should  read  distinctly ;  such  sum  to  be  paid  to  ilie  schoolmaster, 
tax  free,  at  Michaehnas  and  Lady-day,  by  equal  portions,  out 
the  rents  and  profits  of  a  messuage,  farm,  or  tenement,  called 
the  Hallfield,  in  the  parish  of  Wetton,  with  the  power  of  distress 
to  his  executors  and  their  heirs,  li"  default  of  payment  should  be 
made  for  20  days.  Of  this  annuity  £3  is  paid  from  an  estate 
close  to  Wetton,  belonging  to  Mr.  Daniel  Cantrel,  of  Gathame, 
and  the  remaining  £1  from  an  estate  adjoining  the  former, 
belonging  to  Mr.  George  Forster,  of  Wetton.  These  sums  are 
paid  by  the  respective  o"ttTiers  of  the  lands  to  the  schoolmaster 
in  Wetton,  Mr.  Samuel  Carrington,  who,  m  consideration 
thereof,  teaches  12  children  of  the  poorest  inhabitants  of 
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Wetton,  appointed  by  them,  to  read,  and  also  to  write  aad  cast 
accounts,  if  they  remHin  \ong  enougb.  at  the  school. 

CuAiiiTiES. — Tiiumas  Bagshaw  (1705),  12s.  equally  to  the  . 
poor,  on  Christmas  and  Easter-day.     Wm.  Lowndes  (1825}^ 
interest  of  £2U  for  the  poor. 


SltEEN. 


SiiEEX  is  a  small  village,  four  miles  from  Longnor,  with  400 
people,  and  3000  acres  of  land,  iii  the  manor  of  Alton,  but 
belonging  to  A.  J.  B.  Hope,  Esq.,  M.  P.,  who  built  new  schools 
here  in  1851,  at  a  cost  of  £700.  The  schoolmaster  teaches  ten 
free  scholars  in  return  for  £7  lOs.  per  annum,  arising"  from  the 
benefactions  as  recorflr>(l  uiidemeaUx;  and  from  subscriptions 
raised  in  1825  and  pi'eviously. 

FBEB  SCHOOL. 
From  the  redtalB  of  a  trust-deed  bareafter  mentioiied^  it 
appears^  Uiat  Bichard  Ward,  of  Sandhattonj  in  the  ooim^  of 
York^  by  lus  will^  the  date  of  which  is  stated  on  a  table  of 
benefactions  in  the  chnrdi  to  haye  been  9th  May,  1694,  gave 
to  the  town  and  parish  of  Sheen  the  snm  of  £50^  and  appointed 
certain  persons  therem  named,  together  with  the  churchwardens 
and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  parish,  to  take  care  that  the 
£50  should  be  laid  out  and  secured  ni  laud  of  inheriiati.  und 
that  the  yearly  income  and  profit  thereof  shuiiki  be  dibj)o.-,ed  of 
for  paying  the  school-hire  of  some  of  the  poorest  children  of 
that  parish,  until  they  could  read  the  English  Bible,  or  at  leasD 
the  New  Testament,  so  many  and  in  .such  manner  as  the  yearly 
income  and  prohts  would  extend  to  defray. 

By  indeaturcs  of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  1st  and  2nd  May,  1760, 
ThoDias  Ward  the  younger,  and  Tliomas  Ward  the  elder,  granted  to  Thomas 
Gould,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  certain  parcels  of  land  in  Sheen,  called  the  Wliite 
Lands,  the  Little  Banks,  the  Acre,  and  the  Cubhats,  ottierw  ise  Cupboards,  subject 
to  the  ftayment  of  a  rent^arge  of  &0s.  a-yeai-,  a;^  the  mtcrcst  of  the  sum  of  £50 
•D  WvMthtd  by  thft      ef  Bidhui  Waid.  Aad  l»7  a«abso(|Miit  iikUature, 
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beariug  date  the  28th  April,  1770.  Thomas  Goulti  granted  to  \\  illiam  Goiild,  his 
heirs  and  assigns,  a  further  reui-rharge  of  .'J'.is.  to  be  issuing  out  of  the  j)arcels  of 
land  referred  to  in  (ho  before  inentionod  kdentores  of  lease  and  release,  for  the 
purpose  of  augtncniiiig  the  school  at  Sheen. 

The  Lwds  ehargcd  with  these  payments,  and  which  oontain  about  fix  acreS} 
became  the  property  of  Mr.  Joseph  Ckiuld,  of  Sheen,  nephew  of  the  above- 
tnentioiied  Thomas  Gould,  Some  time  after  thqreame  to  hiapoaaeflaion,  a  qneBtum 
waaiaiaed,  whether  the  charity  waa  not  entitled  to  aome  farther  mfereet  ui  the 
landa  than  the  £4  a*year ;  and  about  47  years  ago,  on  occasion  of  a  snbaoription. 
which  was  set  on  foot  in  the  parish  for  the  benefit  of  the  scho<3l,  it  was  proposed 
to  Mjt.  Gould,  with  a  view  to  set  this  question  at  rest,  that  he  should  give  £30  to 
that  subscription,  and  that  the  money  so  raised,  tofj:('ther  with  t!i«'  old  reut- 
charpes,  should  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  one  set  of  trustee.  Air.  Gould 
coDBOuted  to  (bib,  anil  tru.st-deedb  were  prcparcil  aecordingly. 

By  those  deed^i,  which  arc  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  hearing  date  1st 
and  ftid  Febmaiy,  1816»  and  made  between  Joseph  Gonid,  of  Sheen,  nephew  and 
defiaee  infeeof  Thomas  Goold,  of  the  fint  part;  John  Goidd,  Edwaxd  .Aloook, 
and  John  Gould,  chnrdiwavdeDS  and  overMersof  the  poor  of  Sheen,  of  the  aeoond 
part ;  J<»eph  Goold,  oi  Filsbnry,  in  the  ooonty  of  Detbj,  eldest  son  and  heir<at- 
law  of  William  Gould,  of  the  third  part ;  and  11  persons,  of  whom  there  are  now 
living  the  said  Joseph  Gould,  of  Pilsbury,  Joseph  Gould,  of  Sheen,  Som^ 
Johnson,  WiUiam  Wood,  John  Gould,  -^thI  Thomas  Gilraan  the  yonusrcr,  all 
freeholders  of  the  parish  of  Sheen,  of  the  fourtli  part ;  after  reciting  the  will  of 
Rieliard  Ward,  and  the  indentures  of  May,  17'><),  and  April,  1779,  it  is  witnessed, 
that  for  the  considerations  therein  meiuioncd,  Juhu  Gould,  Edwaid  Aleock,  mid. 
John  Gould  granted  to  the  parties  of  the  fourth  part,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  a 
boilding  used  as  a  adiool-hoas^  sitnate  in  Sheen  Lane,  m  the  pariah  ut  Sheen ; 
and  Joseph  Gould,  of  Sheen,  and  Joseph  Gonid,  of  Pflsboiy,  respeetivdy  granted 
to  the  parties  of  the  fonrth  part,  their  hdis  and  assigns,  the  said  sevend  rent- 
charges  of  £2  lOs.  and  £1  10s.,  upon  trust  to  permit  the  schoohuaster  for  the 
time  being,  to  be  appouited  as  thereinafter  mentioned,  to  use  and  e^joy  the  boild- 
ing as  a  sehool-room,  for  tlic  benefit  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  Sheen; 
and  upon  further  trust  to  pay  the  rent  thereof,  if  tli"  ;':nne  sboiild  be  let  to  any 
other  persou,  and  also  the  rent-charges,  to  sue  h  scboohrni.ster  for  teacliin:^  so  many 
of  the  poor  children  of  the  parisli  of  Sheen,  to  read  in  the  English  [Vihh  or 
T^tamcnt,  as  the  trustees  for  the  tiuie  bciug,  or  the  major  part  of  thetn,  should 
think  the  several  soma  an  adequate  compensation  for.  And  it  was  agreed  and 
deolared,  that  the  tmsteea  or  the  majority  of  them,  assembled  at  a  meeting  to  be 
eaoTCned,  after  10  day'a  notice  given  in  the  choreh  at  Sheen,  doling  divine  servioe^ 
should,  and  thej  were  thereby  empowered,  on  the  death  or  removal  of  any 
achooUnaster,  to  appoint  another  fit  and  ptaptX  person  to  be  sdioolmaster ;  and 
from  time  to  time,  when  and  as  they  should  have  good  cause,  and  shoold  deem  it 
expedient,  ovnn^  to  any  gross  misbehaviour,  or  incapacity  throuf»h  or  infirmity 
of  such  master,  to  remove  him  from  the  office  of  schooimastGr,  and  appoint 
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another  thereto.  And  it  was  provided  that  when  the  number  of  trusts  fboaid 
be  rcducoil,  by  (l':;itli  or  otherwise,  (o  tliroc  (e\rln!?ivc  of  the  charchwarden?i  and 
ovrrsccrs,  who  wure  tlirnccfurtli  (o  be  eou^iideied  trustees^,  the  mriiiiiiinjr  trustees, 
after  noLioe,  should  meet  aiui  eliooi>c,  out  ut"  the  freeholders  of  the  pariisb,  so 
many  new  trustees  as  they  should  think  prudt  ut,  and  shouKl  convey  the  property 
of  the  charity  to  the  use  of  the  surviving  and  new  trustcci* ;  aud  after  reciting 
that,  for  inenttingtbe  ealarjr  of  the  sohooloiaBter,  end  estendmg  tlie  benefit  of 
the  school,  the  tereral  donations  expressed  in  a  schedule  to  the  releese  had  been 
snbscribed,  it  was  witnessed  and  declared  that  the  suns  so  as  aforesaid  or  there- 
after to  be  labscribcd,  should  firom  time  to  time  be  laid  out  or  invested  for  the 
benefit  of  the  cstablislimcnt  by  the  tmsteei^  or  tlic  majority  of  them,  in  such  man- 
ner as  they  should  thhik  nu^st  advantageous,  and  the  interest  or  proceeds  thereof 
should  hn  applied  by  tlieru  for  the  reparation  of  the  school-honse  when  necessary, 
and  the  residue  thcre(jf  juiid  to  the  selioolinaster  for  instruetiiiir  the  same  poor 
children  of  the  i)arish  of  Slieen,  for  w!if>se  benefit  the  two  rent-eharges  were  there- 
inbefore directed,  to  he  applied  iu  writing  aud  oiitliuietie  as  well  as  reading. 

The  sabecription  above-mentioned,  amounted  to  about  £175.,  and  vas  placed, 
as  received,  in  the  hands  of  Kcaara.  Brittlebank  and  Son,  aoUcitors,  at  Oddo,  near 
Wirkaworth,  m  Derbyshire,  who  paid  interest  for  it  at  the  rate  of  5  per  cent. 

Afterwards  Mr.  Brittlebank  placed  the  monegr  in  the  hank  of  tfeasrs.  Ark- 
Wright,  TopliB  and  Co.  of  TVirksworth,  from  whom  only  £i  per  cent  mtocst  was 
received. 

CnARiTiES.— Ellen  Birch,  18s.  pep  annum  to  the  poop  on  Si. 
Tliomas's-day.  ■  Ash  ton,  20s.  per  annum  to  the  poor  at 
Christmas. — Elizabeth  Unett  (1747),  lOs.  per  annum  to  the 
poor,  out  of  Groundslow  Fields  Fairm,  on  St.  Thomas's^day. — 
Jane  Price  (1823)^  interest  of  £5  to  five  poor  widows. 


fiOC£ST£R. 

BoGKSTKB  is  a  large  yillage^  fire  miles  from  Uttozeter,  with 
1200  inhabitants,  and  2600  acres  of  land.  An  exchange  of 
some  property  belonging  to  Wilmot  Brainbrigge  was  made  in 
1824,  for  a  rent-charge  of  £2,  ont  of  land  belonging  to  James 
Blair,  for  the  use  of  the  school ;  ho  gave  land  to  build  a  school 
thereon,  to  be  built  by  the  parishioners ;  and  it  is  now  supported 
by  Tliomas  Houldsworth,  llic  occupier  of  the  cotton  mill. 

The  other  cluauu  -  mi  o  i-'j  Os.  Sd.  to  the  vicar,  and  JLi-  iSs. 
for  the  poor,  per  annum,  left  by  various  benefactors. 
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ALSTONEFIELD. 

Al«8T0SSnBLD  is  a  well-built  WUagc,  six  miles  from  Ashbourne. 
This  is  a  favorite  retreat  of  tourists,  affording  them  a  first-rate 
inn  to  rest  after  tlieir  rambles  in  the  beautiful  scenery  aromid. 
Id  the  hamlei  of  Karrowdalej  iu  this  townshipj  tiie  inluibitants 
never  see  the  sun  before  one  o'clock^  on  account  of  the  high 
rocks  siuToonding  it;  and  it  is  never  visible  in  the  quarter 
when  nearest  the  tropic  of  Capricorn. 

This  parish  is  remarkable  for  containing  24^000  acres  of 
land,  with  only  5000  inhabitants,  divided  into  nine  townships. 

German  Pole's  Gift  to  School. 
Mr.  German  Pole,  by  his  will,  dated  28th  May  1725,  ^ave 
out  of  his  personal  estate  the  sum  of  £40,  to  be  put  out  ;it 
iiitt  rest  by  liis  executors,  or  laid  out  in  laud,  no  that  the  interest 
or  rent  might  be  yearly  for  over  paid  to  a  sclioolmajstcr,  at  tliu 
discretion  of  his  executors,  or  the  survivor  of  them,  or  his 
heirs,  together  with  the  vicar  of  Alstonetield  for  the  time  being, 
or  the  major  part  of  them,  for  the  teaching  of  poor  children  of 
that  part  of  the  Uberty  of  Alstonefield  below  Arched  Bridge, 
torea^l.  lie  also  willed  that  his  executors  should  dispose  of 
the  further  sum  of  £20,  cither  by  placing  the  same  out  at 
interest,  or  by  purchasing  land  with  it;  an  l  th  it  the  interest 
or  rents  should  be  yearly  distributed  at  the  discretion  of  the 
persons  above  mentioned,  to  such  poor  persons,  inhabitants  of 
the  parish  of  Alstonefield,  living  below  Ardbed  Bridge,  at 
such  convenient  time  about  Christmas  as  they  should  think 
proper.  These  legacies  appear  to  have  been  afterwards  in  the 
hands  of  Thomas  Ley,  Esq.,  of  Mayfield  (son  of  the  Rev.  Aden 
Ley,  one  of  the  executors  of  German  Pole),  who  by  his  will 
dated  in  August,  1787,  acknowledged  that  he  was  indebted 
£60  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  of  Alstonefield,  and  to  have 
passed  by  personal  representation  to  B.  C.  Greaves  Ley,  Esq., 
of  Ingleby,  who  reguhu  ly  paid  the  interest,  being  £3  a  year, 
during  his  life.  He  died  in  the  spring  of  1824,  huviiiir  ap- 
pointed as  liis  solo  executor  Valentine  Green,  Esij.,  of  iNoi- 
mautou,  near  A^hby-de-la-Zouch. 
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Forty  shillings  a  year  has  been  paid  to  a  schoolmaster  in 
Alstonelield,  who  in  respect  thereof,  and  of  a  contribution  <rf 
about  £5  from  Sir  George  Crewe,  teaches  to  read  and  write  as 
many  of  the  poor  children  of  the  parish  as  apply. 

In  the  time  of  tho  late  Sir  Henry  Harper  Crewe,  a  piece  of 
the  waste^  containing  from  25  to  30  acres,  was  inclosed  by- 
direction  of  his  then  steward^  and  let  for  £30  a  year,  which 
rent  was  appropriated  to  the  support  of  the  school.  This  ap* 
pears  to  ha^e  been  done  without  any  prerions  consent  obtained 
of  the  fireeholders,  who  have  rights  of  common  on  the  waste  } 
and  Sir  George  Crewe^  on  his  coming  to  the  property  after  the 
death  of  his  &ther.  Sir  Henry^  receiyed  a  regular  complaint  of 
this  encroachment  on  the  part  of  the  Ire^olders^  tfarongh  his 
agent ;  in  conseqnence  he  engaged  to  break  np  the  indosnre, 
and  throw  the  land  open  again  to  the  common,  leaving  it  only 
for  a  year  or  two  in  the  hands  of  the  tenant^  to  remunerate  him 
for  tho  expense  he  had  been  at  in  cultivating  it. 

The  tlien  schoolmaster,  upon  this  rent  being  taken  away,  gave 
u])  the  school,  and  the  .^ucceuding  ma>ter  continued  it  in  the 
hope  tluit  souic  compensation  would  be  made  for  the  loss  of 
thih  land.  It  appears,  however,  from  the  foregoing  st-atement, 
that  the  lautl  was  never  legally  ap|u  c»pnatod  to  the  ckaritj, 
and  consequently  that  no  claim  for  compensation  in  fact  exists. 
The  sciiool  is  a  neat  stone  structure,  erected  in  184;2. 

Chahities. — Henry  Jackson  (1702),  rent  of  13a.  2r.  12p. 
(^f  land,  called  the  Heald,  in  Waterfall  parish — ^about  £22  per 
annum,  distribnted  in  Febraary. 

German  Pole  (1725)^  interest  of -£20  to  the  poor. 


ILAM. 

IhkM  is  a  small  village  five  miles  north  of  Ashboum^  with 
about  300  pe<^Ie^  and  2800  acres  of  hind.  The  family  of 
Oliver  Cromwell  once  dwelt  here  in  Throwley  Hall. 

Ladt  Beliott's  Ohabttv. — An  annual  sum  of  £4,  paid  in 
respect  of  a  benefaction  given  by  Lady  Bellott  for  the  educa- 
tion of  poor  cliilditju  of  the  parish  of  Ilnm,  is  received  from 
the  steward  uf  certain  estates  in  the  parishes  of  Audley  and 
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Wolstnnton,  called  the  Apedale  and  Podmore  estates^  formerly 
belonging  to  Sir  Xigol  Bowyer  Greeley. 

Liady  Bellott's  benefactiozL  is  stated  to  liaTO  been  a  Iega(^ 
of  ilOO,  but  the  will  is  lost^  and  we  cannot  state  tbe  particolars 
of  the  gift.  The  legacy  is  understood  to  have  been  gi^en  for 
the  education  of  eight  children.  -  The  £4  is  now  paid  towards 
the  support  of  a  National  School  in  the  parish^  at  which  abont 
fifty  boys  foid  thirty  girls  are  taught  by  Mrs.  Snsati  HodkinBon^ 
and  the  ftortiier  expense  of  which  is  defrayed  by  Jesse  Watts 
Bossdl,  Esq.,  of  Ham  Hall. 


BUTTEKTON. 

BuTTERTON  18  B  large  village,  five  miles  sonth  of  Longnor,  with 
400  inhabitants,  and  1500  acrea  of  laud;  the  Duku  ol  jDevon- 
bliire  is  lord  of  the  manor. 

THE  FREE  SCHOOL. 
William  Mkllob,  by  indenture  bearing  date  9th  March, 
1754,  and  enrolled  in  Chancery,  between  Henry  Cock,  AYilliam 
Gibbs,  Anthony  Wright,  and  Rebecca  his  wife,  and  William 
Taylor,  and  Elizabeth  his  wifr,  Avliieli  said  Henry  Cock,  William 
Gtibbs,  Bebeoca  Wright,  and  £Uaabeth  Taylor,  were  heirs  at 
law  of  William  Mellor,  late  of  Batterton,  yeoman,  deceased,  of 
the  first  part;  and  Sampson  Salt,  William  Gibbs  the  yonnger, 
and  three  others,  of  the  second  part;  reciting  that  William 
Mellor,  by  his  will,  gave  to  his  executors,  Anthony  Wright  and 
John  Gibbs,  deceased,  the  messuage  and  lands  thereinafter 
mentioned,  in  trust  that  they  might  settle  the  same  as  he  had 
priyately  directed  and  appointed ;  and  reciting  that  the  mes> 
snage  and  lands  were  intended  by  the  testator  to  have  remained 
vested  in  his  executors  in  trust  for  maintaining  a  schoolmaster 
to  officiate  in  a  charity-school,  ijnnii  diately  after  his  death  to 
have  been  set  up  in  the  town  of  liutterton;  and  reciting  that 
the  heirs  at  law  of  AVilliara  Mcllor  had  concurred  in  so  far  com- 
plying with  the  testator^s  intention  as  to  settle  the  estate  in 
manner  thereinafter  expressed,  subject  to  the  payment  of  the 
sum  thereinafter  specified :  It  was  witnessed,  that  the  parties 
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of  tho  first  part,  in  consideratioii  of  five  shOliilgs,  bargained ftitd 
sold  to  tho  parties  of  the  second  j-ai  i,  and  their  heirs,  a  mea* 

sua.gu  or  tenement  in  tlio  parish  of  Grindon,  in  the  possession 
of  William  Wood,  and  all  closes  and  parcels  of  land  in  the 
possession  of  William  (iiul  to  the  mesmiagfe  belonging', 

with  tho  ftj)}>nrteuauc('Sj  and  all  tlio  c«tate  wliirh  was  devised 
by  tho  will  of  William  Mcllor  to  Lis  executors,  m  trust,  to  bo 
settled  (subjt el  to  a  lerin  of  !<'(>  years,  of  one  moiety  of  the 
premi«eH,  by  mi  iiuk  ntui-o  of  release,  bearing  date  Oth  March, 
1753,  limited  to  W  illiam  Barker  for  scouring  to  him  llU  and 
interest,)  upon  trust,  that  the  trustees  and  their  heirs  should 
for  ever,  out  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  premises,  annually 
puichase  books  for,  and  pay  for  tho  schooling  and  education  of 
(in  reading  and  writing  tho  English  laag^oage  only),  within  the 
town  and  parish  of  Butterton,  so  many  poor  children  of  the 
town  and  parish  as  tho  trustees  shoold  from  time  to  time  think 
proper  to  order,  direct  and  appoint. 

By  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  9th  and 
10th  Febmaiy  1813,  Thomas  GKbbs  as  the  eldest  son  and  heir 
of  William  Gibbs  the  younger,  mentioned  in  &e  abore  ab- 
stracted deed,  who  survived  his  co-trustees,  conveyed  the 
trust  premises  to  the  Kev.  James  Whittaker,  William  Ham- 
bleton,  James  Cock,  Thomas  Mellor,  and  Thomas  Bndgyard, 
as  new  trustees,  and  their  heirs,  under  the  description  of  a 
messimge  or  tenement  called  Greenhead,  with  the  bam  andoot- 
bnildings  thereto  belonging,  and  three  closes  lying  near  the 
messuage  called  the  Little  Dickhills  and  tho  Greenhead  Closes, 
containing  by  estimation  six  acres,  and  a  close  in  IJuttcilon 
called  the  Kastor  Close,  er.ntaininLr  hy  estimation  one  acre  and 
one  rood,  and  an  allotmeiiL,  fyi-nicrly  ])art  of  the  Commons  of 
Butterton,  and  allotted  under  an  Act  of  i'arliament  for  inclosinnr 
the  same,  to  the  trustees  mentioned  in  the  deed  of  1  7">1,  con- 
taining Ik.  1-r.  Ttis  {?tated  in  this  deed^  that  the  term  of  ii>0 
years  menliunetl  in  the  tormer  deed,  had  been  satisfied  and 
surrendered.  Thomas  liudgyard  never  exocuttHi  the  deed  or 
acted  in  tho  trust 

The  house  and  land  in  Grindon,  with  the  exception  of  a 
small  field,  less  than  an  acre  in  size,  called  the  Little  JLHckhill, 
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are  bold  together  with  the  acre  and  a  quarter  in  Butteiton, 
called  the  Easter  Close^  and  these  and  the  Little  Dickhill,  and 
the  aUotment  in  Bntterton  are  let  at  £19  per  ann.^  which  ia  paid 
to  Thomas  Mellor^  a  achoolmaster  in  Bntterton^  for  which  he 
teaches  20  poor  children  of  the  ohapehy  to  read,  and  if  they 
remain  long  enough  at  school,  to  write.  The  children  are 
appointed  by  the  trostees. 

GuABrriES. — ^Mrs.  Stabbs,  HO  per  annum  to  the  onrate, 
and  £7  18s.  per  annom  to  the  poor  in  money. — Eliasabeth  Hall 
(1758),  243.  out  of  the  Town  Lowland,  in  bread  monthly.-^ 
Joan  Adsetts  (1788),  £1  7s.  per  annum  in  money. 


ALTON. 

Alton  ia  a  well-built  and  extensive  vxllAge,  four  miles  east  of 
Cheadlfi.  The  parish  contains  7000  acres  of  land,  and  2,500 
inhabitants.  In  the  to^ishipof  Farley  stands  Alton  Towers, 
the  seat  of  the  Earl  of  Shrewsbniy.  The  lords  of  the  manor 
formerly  had  the  power  of  hying  and  exeeating  criminals  on 
the  spot  called  GaUows  Hill. 

Wall's  Ghabitt. — Anthony  Wall,  by  his  will,  bearing  date 
20th  May,  1721,  gave  all  his  lands  >nd  premises  then  in  his 
possession  to  Anne  Wall,  his  wife,  for  life,  and  afterwards  to  the 
nse  and  benefit  of  a  school,  to  be  kept  to  teach  and  bring  np 
children  of  the  poorer  sort,  such  as  their  parents  should  not  be 
,  able  to  pay  school-wages  for,  within  the  parish  of  Alyeton,  sttch 
school  to  be  kept  within  the  borougli  of  Alreton,  the  land  bemg 
in  the  parish  of  Alyeton,  and  called  Holbrooks,  with  the  bam 
in  it,  which  premises  he  gave  to  the  uses  above-mentioned  for 
ever,  to  be  employed  to  the  best  advantage  that  conld  be 
proposed,  and  done  by  his  trostees,  Roger  Sntton  and  James 
Gough,  of  Alveton  ;  and  after  their  decease,  he  gave  and  con- 
firmed the  power  lie  liad  given  to  tlieni,  to  their  heirs^  or  such 
other  persons  as  they  slioiild  nt  tlieir  deceases,  or  sooner, 
appoint  for  the  true  pcrfui  uiuuce  lliei  eof,  and  so  successively 
from  time  to  time  for  ever.    The  land  given  by  tlm>  donor. 


Digitized  by  Google 


550 


called  HoIbrookB,  oonsista  of  sboat  three  acres  of  pasture.  The 
rent  is  receired  hj  tbe  vicar,  and  is  paid  bj  him  to  a  school- 
master in  Alveton,  who  for  this  teaches  12  poor  children  of  the 

parish  to  read^  write,  and  cast  accounts.  It  appears  that  at  the 
death  of  the  testator's  widow  this  land  was  let  for  oOb.  a-voar, 
and  continued  at  that  rent  till  Mr.  Blackey  came  to  the  liviug-, 
about  the  year  1804,  the  occiijni  rs  having  refused  to  submit  to 
any  increase  of  rent,  which  the  death  of  the  trustees  under  the 
will  rendered  it  dilhcult  to  enforce.  Tlirouo-li  Mr.  Black ey'a 
exertions,  and  the  influence  of  the  Earl  ol  Shrewsbury,  who 
resides  in  the  parish,  and  to  whom  the  then  occupier  was  a 
tenant^  Uie  possession  of  the  land  was  given  up  to  Mr.  Blackey 
and  some  other  parishioners,  whom  the  Earl  requestod  to  act 
as  trustees  for  the  charity^  and  was  let  by  them  in  the  manner 
before  stated. 

Cbabitiks. — ^Thos.  Eeys,  6d.  per  week  for  bread —  Wm, 
Gent^  20s.  per  annum,  out  of  land  called  Eaton  Flats,  in  money 
on  Good  Friday. — John  Johnson,  10s.  ont  of  Goraley  Crofts,  in 
money  on  St.  Tbomas's-day. — ^Maiy  Shaw,  10s.  per  annnm,  ont 
of  Peakstones  Farm,  half  to  a  poor  person  named  Shaw,  and 
the  other  half  to  the  poor. — ^Mr.  Brough,  10s.  per  annnm  ont  of 
Quixill  Farm,  for  the  poor  on  St.  Thomas's-day. — Richard 
Harper  and  the  Bill  family,  £5  per  annum  for  the  poor,  and  £  i 
for  the  curate. — liichard  Harper  and  the  Gilbert  familv,  20s. 
yearly  for  the  poor  of  Cotton. — Thos.  Heaton  (1843),  interest 
of  £30  for  the  poor  of  Cotton. 


LONGNOfi. 

LoNGNOR  is  a  small  market  town,  10  miles  north  of  Leek,  con- 
taining 787  acres  and  600  people.  An  old  soldier,  William 
Biilmge,  died  hero  112  years  old;  he  drew  his  last  breath 
within  150  yards  of  his  birthplace.  Andrew  Bromwich  was 
born  here ;  he  was  condemned  to  die  at  Stafford  assizes,  in 
1679,  because  he  was  a  Catholic  priest,  but  escaped  by  inter- 
cession of  the  judges. 
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TloBiN son's  CiiAKiTY.- John  Rohiuson,  by  his  will,  bearing  date  23rd  Aprfl, 
179;i,  md  proved  in  the  Consistory^  Conrt  at  Lichfield  in  tlie  same  year,  gave  to 
the  school  at  Louguor,  one  half  of  the  iuterast  of  the  money  that  was  on  the  road 
luiumg  from  Longnor  to  Leek,  iatd  the  other  half  of  the  interest  he  gare  to  thn 
poor  of  Longnor,  and  Ueathy  Lcc,  to  be  equally  divided  between  tbeui.  iind  lie 
apponted  John  Jaiuuioe^  of  tho  £dgetop»  to  he  his  exocotor.  The  ram  invested 
upon  the  eeeoritj  of  the  toUs  wu  £195  eeeoted  Iqr  mdentun^  exeeuted  by  the 
tnuHeee  of  the  roed,  and  dated  25tii  March,  1786,  at  Ato  per  eent.  iatevest^ 
rendering  annnidly  £9 166.  Thb  interest  was  paid  bgr  the  treasnrar  of  the  toUs, 
from  the  year  1800  very  irregularly.  Nine  payments  only,  each  of  one  year's 
interest,  were  received  at  different  times  between  the  4ih  of  April,  1801,  and  3rd 
April,  1823.  In  October,  1821,  an  order  was  made  by  the  trustees  of  tlic  road 
for  the  pnyuirtit  of  another  year's  interest,  due  for  the  year  ending  at  ilithaelmas 
1600.  The  prmcipid  sum  secured  upon  the  road  was  £10,(X>D.  AA'hcnevur 
the  executor  received  a  year's  interest  froai  the  trustees,  he  immediately  scut  poor 
ehildren  of  the  ehapclry  of  Longuor,  usually  aboat  aiz  or  eight,  to  a  adioQl  in 
Longnor,  to  whieh,  at  tlie  end  of  the  year,  he  paid  half  of  the  yeai'a  interest  so 
received,  amonnting  to  £4  18s.  lor  their  education.  In  the  yean  when  he 
leoeired  no  ii^erestk  no  ohildnn  were  tangfat  on  aoooont  of  this  ehaiify. 

The  school  iskeptinahoildingfonneilynsedaaaMelihodiatnieeting-b^^ 
and  which  waa  porefaaaed  for  the  sun  of  £40,  raised  as  it  seems  by  snbsenptioo, 
and  Qonfcyed  Ivindstttnre  of  feoffinenl^  dated  17th  Deeeniber,1799,  to  Thomas 
Wood,  drarcfawarden  of  T.ou^or,  and  his  heirs,  for  the  potpose  of  being  con- 
verted into  a  school-house  for  the  benefit  of  the  inhabitants.  Vie  school  luul 
formerly  been  kept  in  the  chapel.  Alx)ut  90  years  ago  a  sch(X)l-room  was  biiilt, 
wl'irh  was  found  too  sniaii,  and  was  given  with  the  JIM)  in  exehantre  for  the 
present  room.  The  repairs  of  the  school-room  have  been  usually  defrayed  out  of 
the  chapel  rates,  but  this  mode  of  payment  is  objected  to,  as  the  situation 
is  so  iucouvcuicut,  that  many  of  the  parishioners  are  uuable  to  send  their 
children  to  it 

The  other  half  of  the  iulerest  is  divided  in  moieties  between  tiic  poor  of 
Longnor,  and  the  poor  of  Heathy  Lee.  Tlie  portbn  belonging  to  the  poor  of 
Heathy  Lee  is  paid  over  to  one  of  the  farmen  residing  in  that  qnarter. 

CuABLESWoaTii's  CiiAEiTY. — Mr.  Moscs  Charlesworth,  of  Longnor,  left  by 
will,  bluing  date  November  25th,  1794,  the  interest  of  £20  to  the  school  of 
Lmignor,  for  the  instmctian  of  two  poor  children  in  reading.  He  farther 
bequeathed  the  interest  of  £20  to  foor  of  the  poorest  widows  beknging  to  the 
township  of  Longnor  that  ahonld  attend  the  dinrchon  Chxistmaa-day  fior  ever. 

Mn.  Ann  Collier,  who  died  in  December,  1833,  left  the  interest  of  £50,  for 
adwoling  poor  children,  and  of  £30  for  doUung  poor  widows. 

8t 
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WAESLOW. 

Wabslow  is  four  miles  south  of  Longuorj  contamin^  4,000 
aorea  of  land^  and  about  750  people. 

School. — ^There  ia  a  school  at  Warelow^  kepi  in  a  school- 
rootn  baUt  by  a  sabscription  among  the  mhabitoats  in  the  year 
1788,  which  is  in  part  sapported  by  a  email  endowment  made 
up  of  the  following  same : — An  annual  eom  of  £2  lOs.  derived 
from  the  gift  of  Mr.  Thomas  Gould,  who  bj  win,  dated  26tibL 
Jnne,  1729,  and  proved  in  the  Consistory  Oomi  at  Lichfield,  in 
1734,  gave  the  sum  of  £2  lOs.  yearly  for  ever,  for  the  teaching 
and  instruction  of  six  of  the  poorest  children  belonging  to 
Warslow  and  Elkstono  in  learning,  to  be  paid  out  of  his  real 
estate  in  lands  at  Butterton,  with  a  power  of  distress  to  the 
overseers  and  chnrcliwardens  of  Warslow.  A  further  sum  of 
£1  IDs.  a-yoar  is  paid  iu  satisfaction  of  a  legacy  of  Thomas 
Grindon,  who,  by  his  will,  dated  3rd  October,  1 804,  gave  to 
Lis  Dcphows,  John  Grindon,  and  William  Griudon,  a  tenement 
or  parcel  of  land  called  Copside,  in  the  township  of  Warslow, 
to  hold  to  them  and  their  heirs,  snbjoct  to  the  ])ayment  of 
£1  10«.  u-year  for  Ol*!)  years,  for  the  purpose  of  educating  as 
many  of  the  pouiesi  children  belonginir  to  the  township  as  his 
nephews,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  should  think  proper.  In 
respect  of  these  two  sums  of  oOs.  and  30s.,  the  master  of  tiie 
school  teaches  tive  poor  children.  There  is  also  a  parcel  of 
land,  between  nine  and  ten  acres  in  size^  which  was  inclosed 
about  18  years  ago  out  of  the  waste  lands  in  the  parish,  for  the 
support  of  the  free  school.  The  land  is  divided  into  three 
equal  parcel at  the  several  rents  of  £4  os.  each,  making 
together  £1 2  15s.  This  inclo8U«  was  made  by  the  agent  of 
the  late  Sir  Henry  Ilarper  Crewe,  the  lord  of  the  manor,  with 
the  consent  of  the  freeholders,  but  no  effectual  conveyance  of 
the  land  to  the  use  of  the  charity  aj^ears  to  have  been  made. 
In  respect  of  the  rent  of  Uiis  land^  the  master  of  the  school 
teaches  15  poor  children.   Boys  as  well  as  girls  an  sent  to  the 
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school  ns  free  scholars,  and  all  arc  instructed  gi'utuitously  in 
reading  and  writing;  they  also  learn  arithmetic  if  they  choose, 
but  for  this  their  parents  pay.  The  master  takes  other 
BcholarSj  who  pay  for  their  instruction. 

OHASiTiie. — John  Greenstniih,  208.  a-year  to  poor  widowB. 


BIDDULPH. 


BiDDULPH  is  a  hilly  moorland  parish,  four  miles  from  Bnrslem, 
coittriining  5530  acres  of  land,  and  ahout  2100  people;  in  this 
parish  the  river  Trent  rises.  Coals  and  fine  «a!id  are  sent  hence 
to  the  Potteries.  John  Bateman,  Esq.,  of  Knypersley,  erected 
a  church,  parsonage,  and  school  here,  at  a  cost  of  £10,000. 
Water  shed  near  this  parsonage  may  be  turned  either  into  the 
Trent  or  Mersey. 

THE  SCHOOL. 

There  is  a  school  at  Biddulph^  towards  the  support  of  whioh 

the  following  benefactions  hare  been  applied. 

Ladt  fisLLOT^s  OiVT.— The  Bom  of  £4  a-yev  is  received  by  the  achoolDaster 
from  the  steward  of  certain  estates  in  (lie  parislics  of  Audlcy  and  Wolslaiiton, 
called  the  Ape  1  ilr  uid  Podmorc  >]states,  formerly  bclouging  to  the  late  Sir  Nigel 

Bow.vcr  fJro.slcy,  and  now  the  pmporty  in  certnin  proportions  of  "Ricliard  Edcnsor 
lieathcote,  Esq.,  and  the  Ucv.  Ivlward  Woodyatt  and  Mrs.  \\'ooil\att.  It  is 
understood  to  he  derived  from  a  legacy  of  £100  given  by  Lady  Bellot  for  the 
education  of  poor  cbildreu  of  tliis  parish ;  but  wc  have  bocu  unable  to  discover 
that  part  of  the  will  of  Lady  Bellot  which  relates  to  this  gift.  Some  further  par- 
ticidan  conoenung  it  will  be  fonnd  in  a  preceding  page,  in  the  aoeount  of  a  rintUar 
pajmeat  to  the  free  school  at  Aadle^. 

MovfifOH's  Qat.—'Bf  an  inrtroment  in  writioK,  dated  Slat  Haroh,  1707,  and 
signed  by  Martha  Gosling,  reciting  that  her  uncle,  Samuel  Moulton,  by  his  will 
gave  to  the  parish  school  of  Blddulpli,  under  certain  liraitatirai^  £100,  and 
appointed  her  and  Iicr  late  sister  Sarah,  executrixes,  and  gave  tlipm  rrrtain 
init  met  ions  respecting  the  employment  tlu-rcof,  she,  Martha  Gosling,  thereby 
made  and  assigned  the  ilOO  iotlie  viear  and  churcliwarden.s  of  Biddulpli  and  their 
succcsbors  fur  ever,  in  trust  to  lay  out  the  same  on  the  be^t  security  for  the 
highest  interest  that  could  conveniently  be  had,  antl  apply  the  produce  thereof, 
fini  in  diaobargiug  the  expenses  of  procuring,  fixing,  sad  keeping  in  repair,  a 
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ipemotinJoiB,  to  be  painted  on  »boaidmfliedhi^ 

tlie  eofaool,  respecting  the  donation  and  its  dfWUX,  and  the  remainder  in  pajing  the 
npJiooliBMCer  of  the  school  for  teaching  poor  children  residing  in  the  perish  of 
Biddwlph,  the  children  to  be  chosen  by  the  oflBciating  minister,  whether  vicar  or 
curate,  and  the  churchwardecs,  and  to  be  paid  for  by  them  after  the  same  rate 
that  the  schoolnnister  rlirsrgcd  for  otlier  children,  according'  to  wliat  they  were 
appoint  I  ;i  io  learn.  And  --lie  dirpcted  (hat  that  writing  should  U;  kt;i)t,  with  the 
securiuta  which  the  vicar  and  cliureiiwardeus  should  take  for  the  £100,  in  the 
cbwdi  diest)  among  the  other  writings  belonging  to  the  parish.  This  money  wae 
pleoed  in  the  hands  of  I'hoieis  Gosling,  upon  the  aeonriftyof  his  hand  given  to  the 
Be?.  Jonathan  Wilaon,  vioar  of  Biddnlpli,  Jonca  PaxianaoB,  and  Bfai^jamin  Baxter, 
both  cl  ^dnlph,  oonditianed  for  the  payment  of  £LW,  with  intereat  at  £4  10s. 
pereent 

fiowisT's  Got.— Mr.  Thomas  Bowkj,  hte  of  Oretton,  who  died  in  the 

spring  of  ISS^  U  Stated  to  have  left  £100  for  the  bencnt  of  the  school,  in  respect 
of  which  his  representatives  are  to  have  the  privilege  of  sending  four  children  to 

he  taught  there.    The  £100  was  paid  to  tlie  churcliwardens  of  the  divisiou  of 
Overton  a  short  time  before  the  cxainination  by  the  Cliarity  Commibsioners,  in 
and  was  placed  by  him  in  the  Cougleton  Bank  Ull  a  good  security  could  be 
found  for  it. 

A  scliool-room  and  dwelling-house  for  the  master  were  built 
about  1785,  by  a  subsciiptlon  among  tlie  parishioners^  at  a  place 
called  Crab  tree-green ;  and  a  lease  was  afterwards  granted  by 
Edward  l^fninwaring,  Esq.j  lord  of  the  manor  of  Biddnlph,  of 
this  school-hoUBe^  and  a  parcel  of  land  adjoining,  containing  by 
estimation  1b.  34p«^  to  Wm.  Sleigh  and  John  Hopkins,  church- 
wardens of  the  parish  of  Biddolph,  and  their  sncoeBsorSy  for  9d 
years  from  Lady-day,  1802,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  Is.,  with  a 
covenant  by  the  leasees  not  to  apply  the  bnilding,  withont  the 
consent  in  writiiig  of  the  lessor,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  except 
to  a  schoolmaster  or  schoolmistress,  for  educating  children 
therein. 

Upon  the  building  of  the  school,  six  trustees  were  appointed 
by  the  parieli,  who  have  been  renewed  from  time  to  time,  each 
of  whom  has  exercised  n  rirrlit  to  send  two  poor  cbildreii  to  be 
taught  free,  in  respect  ol  the  nuustcr's  occupation  of  tlie  house, 
which  is  a  good  one,  and  garden,  and  of  the  interest  of  Lady 
Beliefs  and  Moulton's  gifts,  which  Mr.  Rowley  in  his  lifetime 
was  accustomed  to  make  up  to  £10  in  the  whole,  as  the  master's 
salary  for  teaching  12  poor  children.   They  are  taught  reading 
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only  for  this  i  emuneration.  The  master^  Mr.  James  Parting- 
ton, IS  allowecl  to  take  other  scholars,  who  pay  for  their 
ini^tnictioD.  The  school  was  rebuilt  in  1834^  and  made  freehold 
in  1841. 

CiiARTTTES. — A'arious  donors,  2is.  per  annum  for  tlio  poor, 
on  the  Sunday  after  2nd  February,  in  small  sums. — Ju.  Stonier 
(1732),  288.  per  ann.  on  2nd  February,  for  the  poor  not  on  the 
pauper  list.— Wm,  Carter^  £4  lOs.  for  poor  honseholderSy  on 
Good  Friday. 


MUCCLESTONE. 


MuccLESTONE  is  a  small  village,  five  miles  from  Market  Draj'ton ; 
four  of  its  nine  towntiliips  are  in  Slu'opshire. 

THE  CHARITY  SCHOOL. 

0BauiT*8  Out.— John  Onleif,  hy  bis  will,  bearinff  date  4ISi  i^ril,  ISIO,  and 
Iiroved  in  tiie  Frerogatire  Oonrt  of  Caiiterbaty,  8fd  Ifagr,  1810,  beqneaUied  to 
James  Gannt  the  sam  of  £811  ISs.  2d.  ttodk,  three  per  oent.  consols  and  kn^ 
anntiitics,  producins  £31 4s.  6d.  yearly,  apwi  tmat,  to  aell  the  aame,  and  with  the 

yvodnoe  to  purchase  so  much  stock  three  per  cent,  consols,  as  would  produce  the 
scvcml  yearly  snms  of  £20,  £5,  and  £5 ;  and  he  directed  that  Jame«  Gaunt,  his 
executors,  administrators,  and  assigns,  shovdd  be  possessed  thereof,  m  t  rust,  to  pay 
yearly  the  clear  sum  of  LM)  to  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  Daringtonor 
Kncetou,  in  the  paribU  of  Mucclestoue,  iu  the  couuty  of  Stofiord,  to  be  by  them 
used  and  applied  in  the  best  and  most  beneficial  manner  in  and  about  the  support 
of  the  obacify  school  of  the  parish;  and  also  to  pay  to  the  chnnibwaxdens  and 
overseers  (be  yearfy  som  of  £6,  to  be  by  theok  applied  and  distribnted  at  snoh 
time  as  ahonld  he  convenient,  in  bread,  amongst  the  poor  of  the  psiuh;  and  also 
to  pay  the  like  sum  of  £5  yearly,  to  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  parnh 
of  Piuchley,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  to  be  appropriated  and  distributed  unto^ 
and  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  that  parisbi  and  he  appointed  James  Qannt  his 
executor. 

In  lb 23  a  petition  was  presented  in  the  Coiu"t  of  Chancery,  by  William  John 
Delancey  Arnold  and  Mary  ^\'ard,  the  executor  and  executrix  of  the  ^rill  of 
James  Gaunt,  deceased,  setting  furth  the  beque^it  above-mentioned,  and  stating 
that  the  sevwal  amraltiss  girai  by  the  will,  wetecoiiiiderably  in  arrear,  and  that 
th«y  bad  not  been  able  to  disoorerthsi  any  stoek  had  been  poxohased  by  James 
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Gaunt,  to  answer  the  paymcats,  but  lUat  there  was  sufiicicnt  asseU  to  ptgr  all  the 
arrears,  imd  to  purchase  saoh  stock,  and  prajing  that  it  might  be  refemd  to  the 
naater  to  take  an  acoonnt  of  the  anean,  and  to  aaoertain  vhat  aoin  vodd  be 
reqmred  to  pnrdiaae  stock  soffideot  to  answer  and  pay  the  ammitMMb  and  thai 
whataoefer  som  sbouldbefiniikd  doe  finr  aneais,  and  ahonld  be  leqaixed  for  the 
purchase  of  the  stod^  might  be  paid  out  of  the  persooal  estate  of  Jaraea  Qannt, 
and  that  aaobemc  might  be  approved  for  the  rcgnlatioii  of  the  charities,  and  that 
proper  persons  should  be  appointed  trustees,  into  whose  names  the  stock  should 
be  transferred,  or  that  the  funds  might  be  otlierwiae  secured  and  distrihxited 
under  t  he  directions  of  the  court ;  that  the  eharity  should  be  registered  according 
to  the  provisiuns  of  the  Act  o(  52  Geo.  3,  and  that  the  oosts  of  this  petition 
might  he  paid  out  of  the  charity  funds. 

On  the  17th  August,  1825,  it  was  referred  to  the  master  to  take  an  aoooont  of 
the  arreata  due  ia  respect  of  the  ammal  sum  of  £90;  and  it  was  ordeied  that  the 
petitioners  should  pay  the  amount  into  the  Bank  with  the  pririty  of  the  Aeoonntanfc 
General,  and  that  it  ahonld  bekud  oat  in  the  purchase  of  tfatee  per  eentoonsols^ 
m  the  name  of  the  Accountant  General,  to  the  credit  of  this  cause,  and  the 
account  of  the  chnrchwardens  and  overseers  of  Dorrington  and  Knighton,  and 
that  the  petitioners  should  purehasc  inoC)  13s.  id.  like  stock,  in  the  name  of  the 
Accountant  General,  to  tlie  saiiu-  aecount ;  and  that  the  dividcnd.s  of  the  stock  so 
purchased  shonlil  i)e  paid,  until  further  order  of  the  court,  to  the  churchwardens 
and  overseers,  to  be  by  tltcm  apphcd,  after  deducting  tlic  ne«?ssary  expense 
attending  the  rocciviug  of  the  same,  in  the  best  mauuer  in  aud  about  the  charity 
school  fit  the  parish,  as  directed  hf  the  will  of  John  Orsley :  and  it  was  tefoied 
to  the  master  to  take  alike  aooonnt  of  the  anean  doe  hi  respect  of  the  som  of 
£6,  duected  to  be  paid  to  the  chnrchwardens  and  oretseers ;  and  it  was  ordered* 
that  the  sirears  thereof  shoold  in  like  manner  be  paid  and  laid  oat  in  the  purchase 
of  three  per  cent,  consols,  in  the  name  of  the  Accountant  General,  to  the  credit 
of  thb  cause,  and  the  account  of  the  £5  annuity  to  the  pariah  of  Mnockstone; 
and  that  the  petitioners  shovild  pnrcha.se  .tlHn  Id.,  three  per  cent,  consols  on 
the  like  aecount ;  the  diviih-nds  of  the  stock  so  to  he  purchased  to  he  paid,  until 
further  order,  to  the  said  churchwardens  and  over.':( crs  to  he  apphc<l  iu  the  pur- 
chase of  bread,  as  directed  by  tlie  will  of  Johu  Oi-sley ;  and  it  was  also  referred 
to  the  master  to  take  an  aooonnt  of  the  arrears  of  the  like  annuity  to  the  paiish 
of  I^chley ;  and  it  was  ordered,  that  the  same  should  be  paid  and  laid  out  in 
like  manner,  and  that  £166 13s.  4d»  three  per  cent.oon8Qb  should,  in  like  manner, 
be  pnrchased,  in  the  name  of  the  Acoonntant  General,  to  the  credit  of  this  cause 
and  the  account  of  the  £5  annuity  bequeathed  by  the  will  of  John  Orsley,  to  the 
parish  <tf  finchley,  the  dividends  tliereof  to  he  paid  to  the  ofaurchwardens  and 
overseers  of  Finchley,  and  distributed,  after  deducting  the  necessary  expenses, 
amongst  the  poor  of  the  pari.-^li ;  and  it  was  further  ordered,  that  the  eostaof  this 
application  shon1<l  he  paid  out  of  the  personal  estate  of  James  Ciaunt. 

From  the  suost  <pi(  nt  proceed in;rs  in  the  ea.s(?,  it  a))i)cared,  that  in  respect  of 
the  bequest  of  JL2U  per  auuuiu,  for  the  support  of  the  chaiity  school,  of  the  parish 
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of  >Tncclestoiie,  aiid  the  arrears  thereof,  there  was  £1,032  ISs.  6d.  three  per  cent 
1 1 ^joIs,  standing  iu  the  name  of  the  Accountant  Ueneral ;  that  iu  respect  of  tho 
ix^iuest  of  £5  per  annum,  for  the  \yooT  of  ^luix^lestone,  there  was  £260  1  79.  lOd. 
three  per  cent,  ouusois,  aud  in  respect  of  the  l>e«iue&t  of  £5  to  the  poor  of  1  uich- 
ky,  tberawutlidlOMflamof  £Ifi017s.  lOd.  throe  per  eaiit>  floaaoh^  utanding  in 
the  name  of  th«  Acoountaat  GenenL 

With  regard  to  the  firBt-mentkmed  heqveet,  the  chnrohvardeoB  andoreneen 
of  Kttcclesteiie  tneealed  a  petitk»i,  stating  that  there  waa  no  huihUng  appro- 
priated  for  n  scliool  in  either  of  the  townships  of  Dorrington  or  Knighton,  and 
praying  that  £iM)0  might  be  applied  for  the  erection  of  a  school  on  land  in 
TCiiishton,  to  be  given  for  lliat  purpose  by  Mr.  John  Chetwodej  and  the  matter 
of  tlib  petition  was,  in  Auirust,  1S28,  referred  to  tlie  master. 

This  charity  now  yields  £27  lis.  Sd.  i)er  auuum :  £1S  is  paid  to  A£r.  BcttcUey, 
master  of  the  National  school  at  Knighton,  and  the  rest  is  given  to  the  poor. 
This  school  was  built  in  1S21),  from  a  part  of  Orsley's  charity. 

GENERAL  CHARITIES. 

Randolph  Woolley  (1615),  intcrebt  of  £100  to  the  poor:  trus- 
tees, Governors  of  Cliri.^t's  Hospital. 

Rev.  Robt.  Adams  (1719),  a  house  and  o4  acres  of  land, 
called  Bradbury's  farm^  let  for  £40  a-year,  distributed  thus 
iM  8s.  for  apprentice  fees,  £3  for  teaching  poor  girls,  and  528. 
for  bread  to  the  poor. 

Winnington's  Poor's  Land,  12  guineas  per  annum,  to  the 
poor  at  Candlemas ;  and  Gravenlnmger^s  Poor's  Land  (1742),  £8 
per  annnm  for  the  poor. 

Sir  Thomas  and  Dame  Maiy  Lake,  i&;  and  an  unknown 
donor,  £4,  boiihfor  the  poor. 

FULFOED. 

FuLFOBD  is  in  Stone  parish,  and  Knenhall  is  one  of  ita  liberlsea* 

The  population  of  Fulford  is  400. 

SCHOOL  AT  KNENHALL. 

Hiatt's  Chajiity. — By  articles  of  agreement  indented  and  made  the  8th 
March,  1717,  between  Thomas  Lovatt  of  Fulford,  of  the  first  part,  Sampson 
Cotton  of  KcnhalJ,  of  the  second  part,  and  Willam  Nicholb,  and  Richard  Hand, 
both  of  Knenhall,  of  the  third  part,  reciting  that  George  Hiatt,  by  his  will,  dated 
23rd  July,  1735,  gave  illW  for  the  use  of  the  poor  inliabitants  of  Tulford, 
Saverley  Green,  Cross  Gate,  Clate  Gate,  Long  Hedge  Nook,  Rough  Closer 
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Knenhall,  and  Penybank,  and  directed  that  the  same  saould  be  i>ui  upon  hud 
security  by  his  execators ;  and  likewise  directed  liiai  £2  10s.,  part  of  the  interest 
thereof,  should  be  distributed  amoi^t  the  poor  inhabitants  by  his  ezflCutocB  and 
a&^gu&  yearly  oa  St  Geovge's^y,  aud  gam  the  ramauidar  of  tiie  intenrt  to  bnj 
books  for  snofa  poor  diildnsa  as  ahonld  be  inhshitantii  of  the  places  abore- 
mentioiied,  and  be  taught  at  a  school  which  he  bf  his  iriUshodd  direct  to  be 
eceoted  by  his  exeoutorB  and  trustees,  and  if  the  whole  thereof  should  not  be 
wanted  for  buying  books,  he  durected  that  the  remainder  should  be  paid  to  the 
schoolmaster ;  and  he  abo  bequeathed  the  further  sum  of  £^  to  be  paid  tu  bis 
trustees,  and  by  them  laid  out  on  land  security,  and  the  interest  thereof  paid  to  a 
schoolmaster  by  two  half  yearly  payment?,  to  teach  such  poor  children  to  read 
and  write,  not  exceeding  thirty  at  any  one  time,  as  sliould  be  ap|>uiuied  by  his 
trustees,  their  heirs  and  assigtia,  being  iuhabiLauLs  wiihm  l,he  places  above- 
mentioned  ;  and  he  bequeathed  the  sum  of  £30  to  his  trustees,  to  biuld  a  sdiooi- 
hoose  to  teach  the  dnldren  in,  and  denred  it  mii^t  be  erected  near  tin  Berry 
Hin  Tboin ;  and  if  tiie  £30  was  not  snffident,  he  directed  one  year'a  interest  oC 
the  £900  to  be  reonTed  to  finish  the  same;  and  he  further  ordered,  that  the 
schoolmaster  should  be  appointed  by  his  tmstees  and  thpir  ixssi^  only,  and  be 
turned  out  as  they  shqjUd  see  occasion ;  and  he  appointed  Thomas  Lovatt  and 
Kicliard  Hand,  deceased,  (father  of  Richard  Hand,  party  thereto,)  Sampson 
Cotton  and  William  iSicholb.  trtistces  of  liis  Mill,  and  Thomas  Lovail  :iud 
Ilichard  Hand,  de<>eased,  executors  thereof :   .Vnd  further  reciting,  that  Thomas 
Lovatt,  the  surviving  executor,  had  received  the  sums  of  £100,  £2^,  and  jL<^0, 
and  had  agreed  with  the  other  partis  thereto  to  take  the  sums  of  £100  and  £200 
at  interest,  at  four  per  oent.,  and  had  secured  the  sums  on  the  seouriiyof  seraral 
parcds  of  land  mBtUbrd  in  hu  possessbn,  by  indentures  of  lesse  end  releasfl^  of 
the  fiSnd  and  S3rd  October,  theahwt;  and  further  reciting  that  the  trustees  had 
agreed  for  the  reasons  therein  mentioned,  that  instead  of  building  a  schod-hoOM^ 
the  interest  of  tlic  £30,  together  with  that  of  the  other  sums,  should  be  equally 
divided  and  employed  in  teaching  a  certain  number  of  children,  not  exceeding  15, 
in  the  liberty  of  Knenhall,  and  other  childnm  not  exceeding  the  number  of  15,  in 
the  liberty  of  l-'ulford*;  it  was  thereby  further  agreed,  that  if  the  majority  of  the 
trustees  should  be  minded  to  erect  a  new  school-house,  ac<x>rding  to  the  directions 
of  the  will,  they  should  give  12  months'  notice  thereof  to  the  other  trustee,  aud 
that  the  sum  of  £30  should  be  called  in  and  applied  to  the  erection  thereof,  and 
that  upon  the  oomplstion  of  suoh  bniUing  the  payment  so  agreed  to  be  made  to 
the  two  sdiodmasters  should  oease. 

All  the  parties  to  this  deed  having  died,  the  management  of  the  charity  devolved 
OD  Ifr .  Bicluurd  Hand,  son  of  the  Bichard  Hand  party  thereto,  and  Mr.  William 
mdiolls,  grandson  of  the  'William  NiohollB  party  thereto. 

Some  iiUy  yeai  s  ago,  the  land  on  which  the  £S00  was  secured,  as  mentioned  in 
the  above  deed,  being  sold,  it  was  thought  advisable  to  withdraw  the  money  from 
that  security,  and  plaoe  it  on  some  other  which  would  give  a  higher  interest.  The 
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noiMgr  wis  accordingly  pud  m,  and  placed  in  ihb  hands  of  Mr.  Yenton,  solicitor, 
of  StoTif ,  Mr.  James  Astbxiry,  of  Meaford  farm,  and  Mr.  John  'Emerj',  of  Stone, 
since  deocasoci,  till  an  opportunity  should  oflcr  of  investing  it  on  other  hmdcd  sp- 
cnrity.  Instead,  howcTer,  of  bein?  invested  on  land,  the  £.'i(X)  was  lent  to  Samnei 
Bhellev,  of  Onlton,  Wm.  Shelley,  of  Xeweastle,  and  John  JShelley,  of  Mare,  upon 
their  joint  bond,  dated  uth  April,  1826.  All  these  persons  soon  after  became 
faankrapt,  md  tbtt  dcbk  VMprorad  imdBr  the  aemul  ttmiiiiissloiis  against  tbcm, 
bjMr.W.NidM)lb»a0ttaatMof  tfaBebari^.  TliedrrideiidsaiiKniiitodtoJB9710B. 

A  aobool-hoQse  im  Inutt  iieir  Betiy-bSl  Tfaora.  in  Knenhall,  about  77  yens 
ago,  to  wluAitia]awiimfldiliB£30waBapp]ied»a8dn^^  The 
■oftioolmaster  receives  the  interest  of  the  £97  10s.  (the  remnant  of  the  £300),  no 
reservation  being  made  for  tllB  purchaie  of  hooks.  In  the  winter  about  20  usnal^ 
attend ;  in  sunaaer,  not  more  than  ten.  They  are  tang^t  to  read  and  mcite. 

SCHOOL  AT  PXILPOBD. 

CnAniTiES  OP  Thomas  SnALcnoss  and  Mibabel  Bexnett.— By  indenture 
dated  1st  Dceeinber,  1772,  rccitinpr  a  former  deed,  dated  1st  August,  16-i9,  in 
which  it  was  reeited  that  Thomas  Shnlcross  had  then  lately  erected  at  his  own 
proper  eosf  a  new  aisle  on  the  north  side  of  the  cliapcl  of  Fulford  in  the  pari«:h  of 
Stone,  and  had  delivered  to  Roger  Porter,  and  live  others  therein  named,  JblOO, 
to  be  disposed  of  to  such  diaritable  purposes  as  were  therein-mentioned;  and 
farther,  that  one  yin.  Mirabel  Bennett  widov,  did  in  her  lifletime  deliver  into 
the  hands  of  Thomas  Shalcross  the  anm  of  £50,  to  be  employed  to  snch  charitabKe 
pntpoees  as  wete  tiiefein  expressed ;  and  tbnt  the  seretal  sums  of  £100  and  £50 
were  then  in  the  hands  of  Koger  Porter,  &c.,  and  that  Thomas  ShalcroaSk  hj  the 
reoited  deed,  ordered  that  the  £100  should  be  put  forth  to  mtercst,  or  vested  in 
purchasing  of  laud  at  tlic  discretion  of  Hocrer  Porter,         and  that  as  well 
the  proceeds  of  the  uioucy  as  the  rents  and  pi-olits  of  such  lauds  shoidd  bo 
bestowed  in  the  ehapel  of  Fulford,  as  follo^vs,  viz.,  52s.  part  thereof,  in  bread  or 
money,  to  so  many  of  the  poorest  people  inhabiting  within  the  lordship  or  territory 
of  Fulford  and  Sarely  as,  at  the  discretion  of  the  six  trustees,  should  be 
appointed  to  lecerre  the  same  every  9ahbath-day  yearly,  13d.  in  money,  or  tvrelTe 
pennyworth  of  bread  at  the  rate  of  13  loaves  to  the  doaen,  (with  a  proviso  that 
the  share  of  any  who  shonkl  be  absent  firom  divine  service  without  lawfid 
cxcose,  should  be  dealt  to  the  poor  tiien  present);  and  that  the  remainder 
of  the  profits  of  the  lands  so  to  be  purchased,  or  of  the  proceeds  of  the  £100, 
should  be  given  quarterly  to  a  learned  and  deserving  minist  er,  who  should  make 
monthly  sermons  or  oftencr,  and  keep  the  scliool  in  the  ehapel  at  Pulford ;  but  if 
the  minister  that  should  serve  the  chapel  should  refuse  to  keep  school  there,  and 
to  teach  eight  poor  children,  whose  parents  should  not  be  able  to  pay  for  their 
teaching,  for  the  wages  of  40s.,  which  Mirabel  Bennett  had  appoint  ed  to  be  paid 
for  that  purpose  yearly,  that  then  the  40s.  per  annum,  should  be  given  to  such  a 
idiodmaster  who  should  keep  school  in  the  chapel,  and  teach  the  cigiit  poor 
duldien :  and  it  was  further  directed  that  80b.  a-year  should  be  miaed  from  the 
ownem  of  pews  in  the  aislej  and  shotth!  be  empl<9ed  by  the  trustees  inicpainns 
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the  aisle,  and  that  the  nveryjlus  of  the  20s.,  if  any  after  such  repairs,  should  K-r 
given  to  the  minister  tiicrc,  or  to  a  diligent  schoolmaster  for  teaching  the  poor 
cliildreu  there  ;  and  that  it  was  the  desire  of  Thomas  Shalcross,  that  w  lien  any 
threu  of  the  trustees  should  die,  the  survivors  should  choose  three  others,  house- 
bolden  of  the  parish  of  Stone,  to  be  jomed  with  them  to  supply  the  number  of 
uctnisteea^  ind  80  from  time  to  time:  And  farther  ledting  imother  imdeBtarew 
dated  4l;h  Stob,  86th  Charlee  IL»  bj  which  new  tmsteee  woeappointed  aooordins 
to  the  pronakma  of  the  before-mentionfld  deed,  and  by  which  it  was  dedarad  that 
the  £100,  and  the  £50,  was  all  laid  onft  upon  land,  at  Spot  Grange,  whidi  lands 
were  then  latdy  purchased  by  James  Persons,  and  were  chargeable  with  the'paj. 
ment  of  £0  a-year  to  the  feoffees,  and  to  their  sncccssors  for  ever,  as  would  appear 
by  a  deed  made  to  John  Uai^nall  and  James  Bonm-tt,  its  trustees  for  the  ehapd  ; 
and  further  reciting  divers  other  indentures,  by  which  new  trustees  were  appointed. 
It  was  by  the  now  abstracting  indenture  witnessed  that  Richard  Bagaall^  the 
then  surriving  trustee,  appointed  Harry  Allen  and  four  others,  in  the  stead  of  the 
five  deoeased  trustees,  to  be  tnuteea  of  the  charities,  and  together  with  hisa 
Bichard  BagnalL 

This  indentore  is  signed  and  sealed  by  the  six  tmstees  parties  thereto^  and 
imdemeath  the  reapeotiTe  signatures  are  the  following  additional  names,  having 
the  appearance  of  an  execution  by  other  parties,  riz:  Richard  Clarke  KiU» 
Thomas  Allen,  Thomas  Robison,  William  Bentlcy,  Samuel  Daval,  and  Thomas 
Kni3:ht ;  and  on  the  back  of  the  deed  arc  two  cnrlorsements,  the  last  of  which  is 
as  follows :  *' Dated  7th  January,  1S03.  Appointment  of  new  trustees  for  Mr. 
Shalcross  and  Mrs.  Bennett's  charities." 

The  £9  a-year  charged  upon  land  at  Spot  Grange,  in  respect  of  these  benefac- 
tions, as  stated  in  the  recitals  of  the  deed  aboye-abstracted,  is  reodved  half-yearly 
from  J.  Bonme,  Esq.,  the  owner  of  those  lands,  and  is  applied  as  follows 

No  school  is  now  kept  by  the  minister^  oar  aii^  other  schoolmaster,  at  thechapd 
at  Folford,  but  there  is  a  Kational  sehocl  at  Fnlford,  to  tim  benefit  of  ^iriuch,  the 
£3  a-ycar  nnder  Mrs.  Bennett's  gift  has  been  paid  for  a  great  many  years. 

On  aooount  of  a  further  annual  som  of  £1 10s.  given  by  Mr.  Thomas  Porter, 
as  after-mentioned,  three  more  children  are  taught  free.  These  two  sums,  witli 
anotlier  payment  of  £1  from  the  Hey  Meadow,  also  mentioned  hereafter,  go  to 
the  National  school  fund. 

There  is  further  paid  out  of  the  rent-charge  of  £9  to  the  minLster  of  Fulford 
chapel,  £3  6a.,  and  in  a  distribution  of  bread,  which  now  takes  place  once-  a  month. 
Mead  of  every  week,  £S  ISs,  The  bread  is  given  away  in  fourpenny  loaves  to 
poor  people  of  the  liberty  of  lUford,  who  regnlarly  attend  the  Alistoff 
these  persons  ishept^  aiid  if  any  of  them  do  not  attend  for  the  bread,  their 
portion  is  given  to  the  poorest  of  those  in  the  list  who  do  attend. 

Besides  this,  it  has  been  usnal  to  distribute  on  Chzistmas-day  10s.,  together 
with  some  other  charity  money,  in  quartern  loaves,  to  the  poor  of  the  liberty  who 
attend  service  in  tlie  chapel.  Tlic  corresponding  10s.  in  the  other  half-yearly 
payment^  the  minister  has  osoaUy  taken  himself.  These  two  sams  appear  to  be 
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substitute  J  for  the  ?0s.  directed  to  be  raised  from  the  owners  of  pewa  in  the  aisle. 

Pokter's  CnAiUTY.— a  paper  was  produced  by  Mr.  Thomas  Heath,  chapel- 
warden,  which  had  been  furnished  to  tlic  htc  inini.ster  of  Fuiford  chapel,  as  it  is 
believed,  by  William  Bcntlcy,  now  decenscd,  who  had  been  for  many  ycnrs 
chapelwarden,  and  iiuii  iiad  the  uiauageuicut  of  most  of  the  cuarxiics,  for  which 
no  special  tnutett  wsn  providfid.  Hub  paper  is  mtitoled  "A  abott  aoooimt  of 
the  eerenl  donatkos  or  gifts  to  the  minisker  and  poor  of  Polford  liberty,  showing 
from  vhat  thegr  mae,  when  th^  beoome  pa^blei,  and  how  to  be  di^ttbnted," 
and  contains  among  othen  the  foUowinff  cntE7 

'  T  eft  by  Mr.  Tliomas  Porter,  of  Prestwood,  £4  per  amiiim,  and  from  Mr. 
Bolton  Stanlej's  mtitt  £1  per  annom,  dne  at  Michaelmas,  for  the  foJlowing  pur- 
poses;— 

£  s.  d. 

*^  To  the  minister,  for  a  sermon  on  St.  Thomas's  daj   0  10  0 

To  tlic  school,  for  leaniing  three  cMUren  to  read  «         1  10  0 

To  each  of  them  a  new  coat  yearly   10  0 

To  be  reserved  £2  every  year,  to  pat  one  out  to  apprentice  a  n  n 
ereiySidyear   »  v  u 

5   0  0" 

This  money  is  received  from  the  owners  of  the  land  called  Staidey  Croft. 
10b.  aie  paid  to  the  muiisler  for  a  sermon  which  he  preaches  on  St.  Xhomas's- 
daj. 

£1 10li.i8paid  to  the  school  at  Tolfoid,  for  whidi  three  duldien  are  tanght  to 
read,  aa  before  stated. 

£1  is  applied  by  the  chapdwardoi  in  the  purchase  of  brown  fustian,  to  make 

three  coats  yearly  for  three  of  the  children  in  the  schoob.  The  parents  make  np 
the  dotbes.  These  are  given  to  any  three  of  the  poorest  of  the  eleven  free 
children,  no  qpecial  aj^ointment  bdog  made  of  the  three  ouder  Porter's 

endowment. 

Pav^icnt  laoM  THE  Hey  Meadow.— In  the  paper  before  menlioucd  is  also 
the  follcjwinir  rntry :— "Prom  Mr.  Hill's  Hey  Meadow,  formerly  Iliatl'.'^,  coming 
doe  year! .  i  u  Good  Friday,  £'\  129.  to  be  di.stributed  in  Puiford  chapel:  to  the 
nuniiiitr  £i  i2s,;     t/ie  schijol  Jbi  ;  to  the  ixxjr  £1." 

This  sum  is  paid  by  the  owner  of  the  Hey  Meadow,  and  is  distiibnted  hi  the 
manner  above  mentioned.  * 

£1  is  paid  to  the  school  at  f  olfordf  aa  before  stated. 

The  £1  for  the  poor  is  given  away  with  another  snm  of  69. 8d.  next  mentioned^ 
on  Good  Friday,  among  the  poor  who  attend  at  the  chapel,  ISv  to  caoh,  exoqpt 
on^  who  has  only  8d.  The  donor  of  this  rmit*charge  is  unknown. 

Payment  feom  Land  at  Hildebstone.— -Hall's  Charity.— 'Entry  in  the 
same  }>aper.l  "From  certain  land  at  Uildcrstoue,  in  the  hanils  of  Mr.  Bowers^ 
formerly  JJradbury's,  Os.  8d.  yearly  to  the  poor  of  Kibblestoue  and  Fuiford." 

This  is  paid  by  the  owner  of  some  land  at  Uilderstone,  and  is  given  u\>uy  wiUi 
the  abuve-muiUQiicd  £i,  part  of  it  being  given  to  the  poor  of  lobblestone. 
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It  appears  that  tkis  Gs.  Sd.  is  part  of  the  bcuciaction  of  Thouias  Hall  of  20s. 
a-year,  meutioned  among  the  charities  at  Stoue,  half  of  which  was  foe  poor 
honsdiolden  in  KibUestoae,  Hflctentoiie,  VoUbirci  and  Saver1«f . 

BAiKiN't»  Cha&iiy. — In  the  paper  before  uieatioued,  and  also  on  a  table  of 
beaefactions  in  the  chapel,  it  is  itated  tint  tlwra  waakftbgr  JciliaBitkaw  Sii 
a^jnrfirani*  tithe  of  w«K)l«iid]«mb,  mSpof^inhreadtotheiKMircilX'i^^ 
St  John  the  Bfangdiflt^ft^yauiy. 

Thtt  hi  paid  h^  the  tenant  of  a  fiinn  in  ww  belooging  to  Loidr  Sli 
Vittoen^  and  focma  part  of  the  diatribnlMNi  of  bvead  on  OiriatBmB»day. 

Akblasteb's  Coaritt— On  a  benefaction  boaid  in  the  du^,  it  is  stated 
that  Mr.  Charles  Arblaster,  of  Spot,  gave  in  his  life-time  fie.,  payable  out  of  a 
field  called  Ilursthead,  near  Hilderstone,  to  purchase  threepenny  loaves  for  the 
use  of  the  poor  of  "Fulford,  Savcrley  Green  and  Cross  Gate,  to  be  distributed  by 
the  minister  and  chapelwardeu  on  bunday  next  to  old  Chiistmas-day  for  eyer ; — 
1800. 

This  is  paid  by  tiie  owner  of  the  Held  charged  with  the  paj  meuL,  aud  xb  added 
to  the  distribution  of  bread  at  Christmas. 

I'oiitii's  CuARiTY.— [I'arther  entry  in  the  i^aine  paper.]  "Left  by  Mr. 
FodeOf  £3  10s.  per  year  Innn  part  of  the  Leaoroft  estatei^  caUed  the  Qei^e 
Birch.  To  the  minister,  £2;  to  the  poor  lOs." 

The  Leacroft  estate,  and  other  landed  property  in  the  neighbonrhood,  formerly 
belonging  to  Ifr .  Porter^  and  afiteatwards  to  jilEr.  Ashirood*  Ashvoodls  property 
was  sold  in  different  parcels,  and  the  Leacroft  estate  was  purchased  by  the 
ancestor  of  Mr.  ^lilner,  of  Worston  !Mill,  ncir  Stafford.  Other  part  of  the 
property  was  pnrcliascd  by  Mr.  Heath  of  Fuiiord,  to  wbom  on  that  occasion 
there  w.is  ^Vcu  an  abstract  of  title  in  \vhicli  are  stated  indentures  of  lease  and 
release,  dated  ith  and  5th  November,  U12,  whereby  John  Barnes  and  Elizabeth 
his  wife,  Kichard  Crakeford  and  Priscilla  his  wife,  and  William  Foden,  son  and 
heir  of  Thomas  1:  odcn,  late  of  Fulford,  deceased,  conveyed  to  John  Porter  Mid 
his  heirs  a  messuage  called  Leacroft  Hoose  in  Fulford,  and  Tsnous  lands  and 
praniseSy  among  which  is  a  parcel  called  the  Clerk's  Biroh,  "  which  ptonisee 
called  Clerk's  Birdi  are  by  the  indenture  of  rdeaae  made  snbjeot  and  ohaxgeahle 
with  the  annual  payment  of  £8  to  the  minister  of  Folforc^  and  IQs.  to  the  poor." 

The  sum  of  £1 198.  lid.  t^jtax  was  legnlariy  paid  to  the  curate  of  IViUbnlt 
by  Mr.  Mthoer,  but  the  lOs.  to  the  poor  is  not  now  paid. 

As  the  titie  to  both  payments  ^^peazs  from  the  aboye  doeoment  to  stand  on 
the  same  fomdMtkii,  there  is  no  sufficuDt  naaon  why  that  to  the  poov  shovld  be 
withheM. 
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Bbbbeton  is  a  large  village^  a  mile  sontih-east  of  Bugeley,  being 
partly  in  tlie  tluree  paiisheB  of  Bngeley^  Armitogej  and  Longdon. 

THE  FBEE  SCHOOL. 

Kiss  Biroh^  who  founded  and  endowed  the  school,  was  for 
many  yearn  leeident  in  Breretony  where  she  also  built  and  en^ 
dowed  Almshoosea  for  six  poor  people^  and  left  4s«  per  week  for 
each  of  them,  particolara  of  which  appear  below*  The  school 
was  erected  in  1838.  The  amomit  of  the  endowment  is  £1500^ 
which  is  now  inyested  with  the  trustees  of  the  Wesleyan 
Mission  Fnnd  in  London,  The  interest  arising  is  £60  per  ann., 
of  which  £50  is  paid  to  Kr.  George  Yickers,  the  present  mas- 
ter, and  £10  is  reserved  for  books  and  other  sondries  for  the 
scholars.  The  number  of  free  boys  is  40,  and  tho  master  has 
BIX  pay  scholars.  The  pupils  receiTe  instruction  in  reading, 
writing,  arithmetic,  grammar,  geography,  history,  &c. ;  their 
average  attendance  is  about  o4.  The  following  is  an  abstract 
of  the  school  cU'ctl  :— 

The  plot  of  land  ou  which  the  school  stands  was  purchased  by  Miss  Elizabeth 
Birch,  from  the  trustees  of  the  Wesleyan  chapel  and  property  adjoiaiug,  va.,  two 
cottages  and  gardm.  Th«  hnildiiig  is  alboiit  88  feet  1^  16  feet  6,  intended  to 
«ooomniodate40  bcqrB,  fhe  cfaildrai  of  poor  pazenfta  resicliDg  niUun  the  dietaace 
of  thvee  miles  round  Biereton,  or  of  saoli  otiien  vhose  paieois  may  bot  be  able 
topay  for  tbe  schooling  of  their  children.  The  maaagement  of  the  affims  of  the 
school  is  vested  in  the  hands  of  the  trustees,  viz.,  John  Scott,  Annitage;  Chas.  0. 
Mort»  Stafford ;  Joseph  Moore,* Amriitage ;  John  GUbert,  Hilderstone ;  Wm.  Cope, 
Cannock;  Andrew  Hughes,  Armita^^;  Saml  Craddook.  Ererelon  ;  John  Dainesy 
Stafford  ;  Saml.  Alldritt,  Longdou;  Bcnjaniiu  JJerry,  iirercton ;  Thos.  John  Birch, 
Armitage;  Saaiuel  ^lattficws,  ^Vm.  Harris,  BrcretOQ  ;  Thos.  Mnssey,  Richard 
Mills,  James  Allen,  Staliord  ;  and  Jeremiah  Craddock  :  and  in  a  ( on.nultep,  con- 
sisting of  the  superintendent  preacher  of  the  circuit  for  the  time  btmg,  and  eight 
of  the  tmatees  to  be  chosen  by  ballot  or  otherwise  from  among  themselves,  at  a 
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meeting  to  be  held  annually  in  the  school  on  tlie  24th  of  June,  or  any  otber  day 
which  may  be  thought  more  convenient  by  tlie  trustees  or  committee  or  any  five  or 
more  of  them.  The  ailkira  to  be  rouducted  according  to  the  rules  and  regulations 
made  and  entered  in  a  book,  and  entitled  "  The  Rules  aud  lieguiations  of  tbo 
free  School  at  Brereton."  The  committeo  have  power  to  make  other  roles  which 
tliej  from  time  ta  Um  may  deem  Beceasaiy  for  tbe  goTenmenl  wdmlfiyn  of 
iha  adiool,  wluoh  farther  roka  shall  be  doly  entend  in  •  book  ktiit  for  Unt  pur- 
potit,  and  entitled  the  ''Bje^kwa  of  tbe  BrBretoii  free  Sohool,''  aadaigiied  bj 
the  oommittee :  provided  such  bye-laws  do  not  miUtate  agamat  the  general  rules, 
or  agamat  any  thing  in  the  deed ;  which  bje-hnramoBt  be  reviewed  and  confirmed 
or  rescdnded  at  the  next  annual  or  general  meeting.  No  alteration  to  be  made  in 
the  general  rules,  except  at  the  annual  or  special  ^ncral  meeting ;  notice  of  such 
alteration  intending  to  be  made,  to  be  &ent  to  ail  the  trostees  through  the  pQ&t^ 
seven  da\  s  jirevions  to  the  boldiiii;:  of  the  meeting. 

A  book  or  books  of  account  to  be  kept  by  the  committee,  in  which  the  receipts 
and  disbursements  on  account  of  the  school  must  be  entered,  examined  aauually, 
and  signed  by  the  tniateea.  The  master  to  be  &  member  of  the  WesIeTaa 
Methodist  Soeietj,  and  to  be  appointed  or  disphoed  from  time  to  time  at  the 
amnudmeetuift  or  specbl  general  meeting,  called  for  the  porpoae^  bfaii^  two 
or  more  of  the  trustees,— the  committee  baring  power  to  snspend  the  msster. 
AH  questions  that  nuqr  arise  to  be  determined  by  a  rnqority  of  votes.  At  the 
annual  or  special  general  meeting,  a  treasurer  to  be  chosen,  who  shall  receive  all 
interest,  and  pay  thereout  to  the  master  £50  per  annum,  by  half-yearly  payments, 
aud  also  pay  to  him  the  further  sum  of  J-10  i)cr  annuiu,  to  be  laid  out  in  stationery 
for  the  use  of  the  children.  The  .trustees  have  power  to  call  in  the  £1500  aud 
place  it  out  again  on  good  security. 

When  the  number  of  trustees  is  reduced  to  nine,  others  to  be  appointed  to 
makeup  the  origmal  number;  each  tmstee  only  aocoontaUe  for  his  own  acts* 
neglects,  or  defanlts:  not  acooontable  for  any  banker,  broker,  or  other  peracm  in 
whose  hands  any  money  may  be  lodged  for  safe  cnstody,  fte. :  not  aocoontable 
for  the  rise  or  fall  in  the  Talae  of  stocks,  nor  for  any  other  misfortuni^  loss,  or 
damage  which  may  happen,  except  it  be  through  his  own  wilful  default.  The 
trustees  have  power  to  reimburse  to  themselves,  out  of  monies  which  shall  come 
to  them,  all  costs  and  expenses  which  they  or  any  of  them  may  be  pat  unto  in  Cor 
about  the  execution  of  the  trusts,  or  in  relation  thereto. 

THE  ALMSHOUSES. 

The  pvoperfy  left  is  n  iilot  of  land  cootammg  abont  S7  petdMs^  and  six 
cottages  built  upon  it.  The  cottsges  were  bniit  by  MSss  Elisabeth  Bhfeh,  in  188^ 

and  by  lier  made  over  in  1S35,  to  the  trustees,  viz.,  Thos*  JncBircb,  of  Armitage^ 
Staffordshire,  gent. ;  John  Scott,  batcher,  Armitages  JcMph  Koore,  Armitage^ 
{»cnt. ;  Samuel  Craddock,  Breretoi^  carpcnt<;r;  Benjamin  Berry,  Brereton,  shoe- 
maker;  James  Matthews,  Brereton,  gent.;  Chas.  Chester,  of  Stafford,  £aq.; 
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Cb«s.  Cheater  Mort,  printer;  Jno.  Daines,  carpenter,  Stafford ;  William  Cope, 
Cannock,  glazier;  and  Sarnncl  Alldritt,  of  Lonffdon,  labourer,— Miss  Birch 
reserring  the  rijjlit  of  appoint  in.;?  occupants  dnrincr  her  Hfe,  whom  she  allowed  to 
live  rent  free,  and  all'orded  them  suck  other  assistance  as  she  thought  proper.  She 
also  bcqucatheU,  by  will,  £1,500,  which  inmicuiately  after  her  decease,  which 
occurred  in  184:2,  the  trustees  were  to  place  oat  and  mvesfe  upon  Goremment  or 
ceal  aeonri^  at  mtereat^  and  apply  the  inteRst  in  pay menttoeaoh  of  theoceapien 
the  earn  cf  4t,  weekly,  and  for  keeping  tbe  bonaea  in  repair.  Hie  tnuteea  to 
ebooee  asnnaUy  one  of  their  nnmber  to  be  ateward,  who  shall  have  foil  power  to 
reodre  the  interest  and  to  pay  thereout  the  sum  of  4b,  to  each  occupier  weddj. 
If  at  anj  time  there  is  more  than  sufficient  to  meet  the  wceklj  pejments,  the 
excess  to  accumulate  so  as  to  form  a  fund  ftjr  the  repair  of  the  houses.  If  there 
is  still  an  excess,  the  trustees  to  have  liberty  to  apply  the  same,  or  part  thereof, 
toward  the  relief  of  any  of  the  occupiers  who  uiay  be  sick,  and  in  paying  a  nurse 
for  attending  on  tlicm.  If  at  any  time  there  should  not  be  sutlicient  to  pay  the 
weekly  allowance  and  keep  the  houses  in  repair,  then,  upon  any  house  falling  vacant, 
the  jvsKDBf  ahall  not  he  fiQed  up  untila  rafiiaieni enm  be  aooonntlatedfor  patting 
the  honaea  in  repair:  nererthdesai  no  hooae  to  stand  Tseaat  move  than  one  year. 
No  person  vnder  50  yean  of  agc^  and  who  caimot  prodnee  satufMiCory  teatimo- 
niab  aa  to  diaracter,  ahalt  be  deemed  qualified  to  be  appointed  to  any  of  the 
hooaea.  The  trustees  have  power  to  remove  any  occupier  who  may  prove 
immoral.  The  trustees  have  fall  power  to  call  in  the  £1500,  and  agam  to  place 
it  out.  The  steward  to  summon  (through  the  post)  an  annual  meeting  of  the 
tnistees  when  the  steward's  book  to  be  examined,  vacancies  in  the  houses  fdled, 
up,  &c'  AVhen  the  tnisteea  shall  In  reduced  to  live,  the  remaining  trustees  shall 
elect  so  many  other  persons  as  sLuil  make  up  the  number  eleven. 


CODSALL. 


Cqdbill  IB  a  village  five  miles  north- west  of  WolTOrhampton, 
and  18  very  picturesquely  situated ;  there  is  a  snlphureotis  spring 
here  which  rises  in  the  hoUow  stomp  of  a  tree,  and  ia  ealatary 
for  Bcorbntic  diseases. 

CHAMTIBS. 

CiiAuiTiEs  OP  Dorothy  Derby  and  the  Rev.  John  Hellman. 
—By  an  entry  on  the  court  rolls  of  the  13th  of  November, 
1770,  it  appears  that  on  that  day  William  Morton  and  Elizabeth 
his  wife  surrendered  into  tho  hands  of  the  lord,  a  cottagfo  or 
dwelling-house  in  Godsall,  with  the  garden^  orchard,  and  hemp 
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pleck  thereto  beloDgingi  to  the  use  of  J<^  Stiibbs  and  others, 
and  their  heirsj  upon  tnistj  to  apply  the  rents  aod  profits  to  the 
use  of  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Codsall,  proportionably  in  snch 
manner  as  was  directed  by  the  respective  last  wills  of  Dorothy 
Derby,  theretofore  of  the  parish,  and  the  Bev.  John  Hellman, 
theretofore  minister  of  the  parish,  who  by  their  wills  gave  £20 
each,  wherewith  the  premises  were  then  purchased.  There  is 
no  other  eridenoe  of  the  directions  given  by  these  wiQs  than 
the  benefiMstion  table  in  the  ehnrch,  on  which  it  is  stated  that 
Mrs.  Dorothy  Derby,  by  her  will,  in  1716^  gave  £20,  the  nse  of 
it  to  be  yearly  applied  to  teach  poor  children  to  read  the  Bible ; 
and  that  the  Rev.  John  Hellmau^  by  his  will,  in  1726,  gave  £20 
to  be  laid  out  in  land,  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  parish,  the 
interest  thereof  to  be  applied  towards  the  maintenance  of  the 
poor.  The  house  mentioned  in  this  surrender  was  burnt  down 
about  70  years  af(o,  and  was  rebuilt  by  the  parish.  £3  per 
annum,  part  of  tlio  rent  of  this  house,  was  })aid  to  a  scliool- 
master  for  teaching  six  poor  children  to  read;  but  in  1818, 
when  the  National  school  was  estal  li-licd  in  the  parish,  this  £3 
was  ordered  to  bo  applied  us  a  contribution  to  the  funds  of  the 
school.  The  remaiuing  £3  XOb,  is  added  to  the  general  distri* 
bution  for  the  poor. 

Mes.  Margaret  Somebiobd's  Charitt. — It  is  stated  on  the 
benefaction  table,  that  Margaret  Somerford,  of  this  parish,  by 
will,  in  the  year  1730,  gave  £20  for  ever,  the  use  of  it  to  be 
yearly  applied  to  teach  poor  children  to  read  the  Bible.  It 
appears  that  this  legacy,  after  remaining  for  many  years  in 
private  hands,  at  an  interest  of  fonr  per  cent.,  was  invested  in 
1787,  together  with  £1  7s.  for  sneaFS  of  intte«st  in  Uhs  purchase 
of  iB27  18s.  Sd.,  three  per  cent,  consols,  ^e  onnosl  dividends, 
amonnting  to  16s.  8d.,  were  paid  by  Mr.  Henry  Wood,  of 
Wolverhampton,  one  of  the  trustees,  in  whose  names  the  stock 
was  vested,  to  a  schoolmistress  in  Codsall,  for  teaching  fonr 
poor  children  to  read.  Since  Mr.  Wood's  death,  whidi  took 
place  in  1 815,  the  schooling  has  been  saspended,  in  oonseqnenoe 
of  some  dispute  as  to  the  management  of  the  charity ;  but  it 
has  been  settled,  and  the  stock  has  been  transferred  to  a  new 
trustee,  smd  the  diYidund  paid  mto  Lka  funds  of  the  National 
BchooL 
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Walter  Wrottesley  (1602),  rent  of  12a.  2ft.  36f.  of  land,  let 
for  £27  16s.  6d.  per  annum,  for  ihe  poor  on  St.  Tbamaa's-day. 
Two  poor  people  reside  in  cottages  on  the  land. 

Wm,  Greasley  (1072),  iOs.  out  ofilio  Kyebirch  Farm. 

Wm.  Barrett  (1796),  dividends  of  £400,  three  per  cents, 
reduced  annuities,  to  the  poor  weekly,  in  bread. 

Jolm  Brook  (no  date),  rent  of  cottage  and  three  acres  of 
land  (£9),  for  repairs  of  the  chnrch. 


TUTBUEY. 


TuTBDUv  was  ouce  the  seat  of  the  Mercian  Kings,  and  after- 
wards of  the  House  of  Lancaster.  It  is  still  a  lui  ^j^o  subalauiiul 
\  illage,  and  lies  five  miles  north  west  of  Burton ;  the  population 
la  nearly  2000,  and  the  acreage  4000. 

The  Queen,  as  Duclu  ss  of  Lancaster,  is  lady  ui'  the  manor, 
and  ovvn.^  ju^t  one  half  of  tho  acreage.  The  Ca>stle,  tho  ruins 
of  which  still  cxir^t,  was  second  to  none  in  England,  being  tho 
liead  of  all  the  i^rcrcian  Castles.  The  last  Saxon  holder  was 
Hugh  do  Alljiincis,  the  first  Norman  Henry  do  Ferrers.  Tliis 
family  held  ii  until  liobcit  Earl  of  Derby,  forfeitf'd  it  as  a 
rebel  to  Hi  nry  ITT.,  who  gave  it  to  his  son  Edmund  Earl  of 
Lancaster.  Henry  lY.  came  into  possession  afterwards,  and 
from  thence  it  became  c  rown  property. 

Mazy  Qneen  of  Scots,  was  confined  here,  horn  whence  she 
was  removed  to  Sheffield,  but  she  was  afterwards  brought 
back,  and  remained  a  prisoner  again  for  two  years.  Her  son 
James  I.,  on  his  visit  here,  was  received  with  every  demonstra- 
tion of  joy--a  contrast  to  his  mother's  condition  when  a  prisoner. 

School  akd  Otuie  Chasitibs. 
Waxziibud^s  Cbabitt.— Biduird  Wakefidd,  hy  viU,  dated  15tii  Augiuit^ 
1739^  dariaed  to  Giewe  OiBey^  Eiq.,  Itowlaod  Cotton,  Etq.» 
tiidr  hdn  for  over,  aU  Jus  ]aiid«»tai0in€iit8,ti]U)»8t  aodh^ 
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Bonbton,  Hitton,  and  Gnucii  Brongliioii,  or  damriiere,  wiUuB  flwi  lespoctirB 
wmm  of  Tntbory  and  RoUflatOfn,  as  weD  oop^hold  as  fredtold,  mtnat»  Ibraiich 
oBeaaaantlieieiiurfternie&tioiied*  vis.;  as oooMntt^ one  ciloae  oaUed  Waidea 
Trees,  and  16  acres  of  arable  land,  with  the  appnrtenanoes,  in  the  c(unmon  fields 
nf  Toibury,  which  ho  then  had  lately  purchased  of  HaanaliUblieier,  widow,  and 
George  Tabberer,  her  son,  and  was  then  held  at  £10  per  annum ;  and  one  house 
in  ^fonk-strcct,  in  Tutbury,  with  a  garden  or  backside  thereto  bclongina:,  am?  (Lc 
new  buildiufj  thereon  erected,  he  contirmed  and  devised  the  same  according  to  the 
uses  and  inisls  in  a  deed  of  fcoCTiiicnt,  and  a  schedule  annexed  tiicrcto,  dated 
lOth  August,  17 '60,  for  the  endowment  of  an  English  tchool  then  intruded,  and 
aincc  the  making  thereof  erected ;  axul  as  conmniug  the  rest  of  his  estate  in 
trust,  that  the  trostaes,  and  the  sorriTor  of  them,  and  the  heirs  of  sodisarrxvar, 
should  reoeiTeandpay  the  rents  and  profits  of      same  to  the  several  uses  a&d 
Insts  thezdnafter  partieoladf  mentioEsda  tis.  \  the  first  jest's  rente  sad  pn^ls 
(siter  tsxes  end  duef  rents  dedudied)  onto  Captain  Michael  Kawlins,  and  fior 
ever  after,  in  trust,  that  they,  or  tiMmrvivorof  them,  should  lay  out  and  dispose 
of  £10  yearly,  in  putting  out  one  or  more  poor  child  or  children  of  the  town  of 
TulhuiT,  apprentice  to  some  honest  handicraft  trade,  whereby  they  migiit  get 
their  livin:^,  such  children  so  to  bi*  nani(^  and  appointed  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  trustees,  at  the  time  thereinafter  mentioned,  sucli  chUdrcn  to  have  the  prc- 
fercueo  who  should  be  born  of  honest  indu;btrious  pfurents  within  the  town,  and 
edoeated  in  the  scltoolbefote-mcBtKMied,  and  whooonldsaytheCheiehof  Lngknd 
Catechism  withont  book,  and  oonld  write  and  read,  and  of  whom  the  trostees 
aught  IiATenssonsUe  hopes  of  good behavi^  Kkapieoe  Tssrij,  as 

their  ciraunstsDces  leqnned,  (otcards  repairing  tkeir  dotkei;  snd  at  the  end  of 
sucIl  their  apprenticeship  and  fiuthful  scrrice  thereof,  then  topsy  them  £5  or  £10 
n-piccc  towards  setting  them  up,  according  to  (he  discretion  of  the  mi^rity  of 
the  trustees,  without  control  or  censure :  antl  npon  trust  also,  to  lay  out  yearly 
£15,  or  w)iat  sum  they  or  the  majority  of  them  sliould  tliiuk  lit,  in  buying  physic 
and  uii.Jiciiii  i.n  l  i  r  ^viding  the  necessaries  for  relief  of  such  indigent 
sick  persons  uiiiabiLxug  within  the  town  of  Tutbury  who  were  not  able  lo  ^iiuvidc 
unWAmtly  ftw  thamnlwMi  mimI  fiunfliW  *  sBilalso  m  tns^  to  Iigr  oot  yearly  £9D 
in  buying  of  dotfaes^  to  be  made  np  or  boaght  m  the  town,  for  the  poor  of  the 
town;  and  £90  per  annnm  move  for  coals  and  other  fiiel,  to  be  distzibnted 
amongst  them  ui  soeb  manner  and  proportions  as  the  miqari^  of  sodi  tmstees 
should  think  fit  and  appoint :  and  also  in  trust,  to  lay  out  £3  yearly,  or  what 
other  sum  they  should  think  fit,  in  buying  books  of  devotion  and  practiced  divinity, 
to  be  distributed  amongst  the  inliabitants  of  the  town  of  Tutbury,  ^^nrh  as  the 
Holy  Bible,  the  Common  Prayer  Book,  the  Whole  Duty  of  Man,  and  some  other 
books  as  treat  of  the  Holy  Sacrament,  and  contain  directions  preparatory  for 
the  same ;  such  of  the  iuhabitauts  being  always  to  be  preferred  in  the  disposal 
thereof  as  oould  read,  and  waro  not  aUe  to  boy  the  ssme^  snd  were  liioe  to  mske 


.  good  use  of  them  \  m  which  disbibBtioii  the  teakalor  deaoed,  that  each  poor 
fiynilyshGnUbeMaiipplMwith  one  or  mora  of  the  books  kn  the  ooounoa 
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nse  of  the  family  ;  nnd  when  each  family  should  be  so  provided,  then  the  same 
should  be  distributed  amongst  sueli  other  poor  persons  of  the  town,  as  the 
tnistees,  or  the  majority  of  tliem,  should  from  time  to  time  diicct  and  appoint : 
and  also  in  trust,  to  give  and  dispose  of  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding 
£5  yearly,  amongst  young  tradesmen  of  the  town  of  Tatbury,  to  assist  them  in 
tiu  setting  up  or  unproyenient  of  their  tmdeq,  sodi  alm^s  being  preferred  iHio 
had  been  pot  out  apprentioBB  lij  the  tmeteea  bj  the  eharities,  and  aerred  <mt  their 
apprentioeabve  as  sneh  (who  otherwise  might  not  be  entitled  thereto) :  and  in 
case  any  surplusage  should  remain  after  the  trusts  should  be  folly  wtisfled,  or 
that  the  trustees  or  their  successors,  should  not  think  fit  or  proper  to  expend  or 
lay  out  all  or  any  part  of  the  sums  appropriated  thereby  for  the  buying  of  books, 
physic,  clothes,  fuel,  coals,  lending  of  money,  or  money  to  be  given  to  tradesmen, 
or  other  the  particular  charities  therein  mentioned,  the  doins;  whereof  the  testator 
left  wholly  to  their  discretion,  tiicu  in  such  case  iu3  will  wm,  that  suck  overplus 
ahonU  be  iqnplied  to  anj'otiher  ct  the  ehaiilable  nsea  before-mentioned,  or  in 
baying  biead  to  be  distribated  at  the  ohnrch  of  Tntbuy,  to  sndi  poor  of  that 
town  as  should  most  freqoent  the  aame^'  and  behare  themselTes  most  deoently 
and  orderly  therdn ;  or  in  patting  out  poor  gub  to  empi^rments,  or  in  biqring  of 
tools  or  otlier  materials  for  poor  workmen  of  the  town,  or  lending  any  sum  or 
sums  of  money,  not  cxcccdin?"  £20  ot  ^'\0  to  poor  necessitous  tradesmen,  for  five 
years,  withont  interest,  snch  borrowers  to  caiter  into  bond,  together  with  three  or 
more  substantial  persons,  for  repayment  of  the  money  to  be  lent  ,  at  the  end  of 
such  term,  or  at  the  death  of  such  borrower,  or  any  of  thcxr  sureties :  and  the 
testator  did  thereby  request  the  trustees  that  they  would  take  care,  the  b(»t  way 
they  eoold,  that  the  money  so  to  be  lent  vai^tA  be  sniDoiently  seeond»  that  the 
poor tiadeeoMtt and inhabitanfta  might  ImTO  the  greater benefttfiom  it:  andfbraa- 
modi  as  it  would  be  oonyenient,  that  the  management  and  distribntion  (tf  tiie 
charity  should  from  time  to  time  be  principally  left  to  some  of  the  trustees 
inhabiting  in  or  near  the  town,  who  in  all  probnbillty  would  best  know  the  con- 
dition of  the  poor,  and  which  of  them  were  the  greatest  objects  of  the  charity,  his 
will  was,  that  three  of  the  tntstecs  therein  named,  during  their  lives  (unless  a 
majority  of  the  other  trustees  should  ^rdcr  otherwise),  should  receive  the  reals 
and  i>roiits  of  the  premises,  and  apply  the  same  as  abore-mentioned,  in  sadi 
manner  and  proportions  as  should  be  agreed  and  ordered  by  a  minority  of  the 
tmstees,  at  their  annnal  meeting  thereinafter  sppomled,  or  at  some  other  meeting 
tobebddforthatpDxpose;  and  after  the  decease*  or  in  case  of  the  removal  of 
the  three  trustees,  or  any  of  them,  from  the  places  of  their  habitation,  some  other 
trustee  or  trustees  inhabiting  in  or  near  the  town,  should  from  time  to  time  bo 
appointed  by  the  majority  of  the  trustees  then  surviving  to  act  in  hb  or  her  stead, 
so  as  there  should  always  bo  two  trustees  iuhabitijig  in  the  town,  who  shonld 
receive  and  dispose  of  the  rents  and  profits,  subject  to  tlic  directions  and  control 
of  the  other  trustees,  or  the  majority  of  them,  to  whom  they  should  yeaily,  on 
the  1st  November  (or  in  case  that  be  'Sonday,  then  upon  the  2nd),  at  a  general 
meethvtobeheidliQrtbatpurpose,  mdwanaeooimtof  aUtbexeoeipia  and  die* 
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burscmeuts  made  \ritliiii  the  year  preceding ;  and  the  testator  desired,  that  the 
trustee^  or  so  wtcas  of  them  u  oodd  oonteniently,  would  meet  at  Tatbur}%  upon 
siieh  day  or  daya  jeariy,  to  inspect  and  paaa  the  adboonts*  and  give  audi  ovden 
for  tlie  next  year,  with  the  adyioe  and  aasfstance  of  the  mintsier,  chntdiviufdeiia^ 
constables,  sidesmen,  or  such  other  of  the  most  substantial  inhahitantB  of  the 
town  as  they  should  tliiuk  Ht  to  adrise  with  concerning  the  same,  and  as  they  in 
their  discretion  should  think  or  see  Vonvcnicut,  whicli  accouiifs  aiul  orders  he 
desired  mi^ht  be  fairly  entered  in  a  book,  to  be  keiU  for  tliat  purpose  in  the  vestry 
of  tlie  parish  church  of  Tutbury,  by  the  trustees  residiug  in  the  to\>ni,  rmd 
churchwardens,  uiiuisicr,  and  constable,  for  the  tioic  bciiig  ;  imd  that  the  y«  arly 
account  should  be  signed  by  such  of  the  trustees  who  should  attend  and  pass  the 
same :  and  his  will  was,  that  the  two  persons  that  ahonld  leoeiTe  and  distpoae  of 
the  rents  should,  for  their  trouble  and  for  keying  the  aoooont^  be  aOoired  20b. 
a  piece  ycaily ;  and  that  the  sun  of  40s,  ahonld  be  aunnaUy  allowed  for  a  dnsiwr 
and  other  entertaimuenta  iicH:  the  fnustaes,  and  such  of  the  inhabitants  as  tliej 
should  think  fit  to  call  to  their  assistance ;  and  he  deaoied  that  as  ofteai  as  any 
three  or  more  of  the  trustees  sliould  die,  (liat  the  9ur\'ivor<^,  or  the  mnjority  of 
them,  should,  at  their  next  iDcetiufr.  chxt  and  nominate  iii  wntincr,  other  trustees, 
such  as  they  in  their  discretion  should  tliink  most  likely  to  promote  the  good  of 
the  town  and  poor,  to  fill  up  the  vacancies. 

By  the  deed  of  feofTment,  referred  to  in  the  %vill,  and  bearing  date  the  10th 
August,  1730,  the  testator,  Kicliiird  Wakefield,  granted  to  the  lord  of  the  manor 
of  RoUeBtoD,  mthe  oonnty  of  Staiford,  to  the  lord  of  the  manor  of  Stanld,  k  the 
same  oonnty,  thepatnm  of  the  reetory  and  pariah  dntroh  of  Elwall,  in  tiie  oomn^ 
of  Derby,  and  to  EAlph  Adderley,  and  six  others,  a  eroft  or  dose,  called  the 
Warden  Tree  Croft,  in  Tatbury,  and  15  acres  of  land  in  the  common  or  leet  fields 
of  Tatbury,  viz. — three  acres  in  Ludgate  Field,  aUat  Middle  Field  ;  three  acres  in 
Dove  Field,  otficnvise  ^lill  Field;  and  nine  acres  in  Castle  Hay  Field,  alias 
Hatthoway  FicKl,  viz. — 5i  acres  cnllcd  Coek  Close,  and  3^  ncres  upon  TiOnijshutt, 
theu  held  upon  lease,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  JblO;  to  hold  to  the  lords  of  the  manors 
aud  patron,  and  to  the  other  trustees  and  their  heirs,  to  the  uses  in  the  schedule 
thereinafter  mentioned,  contamcd. 

By  a  sohednle  annexed  to  the  deed,  Bachard  Wakefldd  dedaved  that  the 
feoffinent  was  made,  that  the  feoffees  shonld  stand  seized  of  the  premises,  as  an 
endowment  (tf  a  sdioolmaster,andof  a  free  school  intended  shortly  to  be  purchased 
and  built  by  him  in  Tutbury,  wherein  might  l)e  tanq^hi  l^n  poor  children  of  the 
town  of  Tutbury  gratis,  there  to  learn  to  spell  and  read  English  books,  until  they 
could  well  and  distinclly  read  the  chapters  in  the  TMijle,  and  learn  and  without 
book  say  tht;  Cliurch  Catechism,  and  to  write  and  cast  accounts,  to  be  taiigrht  by 
some  person  of  the  Church  of  Kn<?land,  the  better  t'<  lit  them  to  be  appvcutice.s  to 
some  honcbL  triulcij,  or  servants  in  husbandry ;  the  schuoliuii-stcr  to  take  uo  gra- 
tnity  for  the  children,  nor  their  friends  or  parents,  yet  not  to  bo  restrained  from 
teaching  other  children  than  the  number  of  30,  for  whom  he  might  be  paid  by 
thdr  parents  and  friends;  such  Behoalmaatar  and  children  to  be  nominated  by  the 
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feoffees,  or  major  part  of  them,  their  heirs  and  sttcoessors;  the  nomination  of  snch 
sclioolmastcr  to  be  only  during  tlieir  pleasure,  or  so  long  as  he  should  behave 
well,  with  iiowi'f  to  tlipm  to  remove  the  sclioolmastcr  for  rniseondnctj  in  manner 
therein  mentioned,  aud  iu  case  of  his  refii«<in£^  to  rcsig-n  kis  ollice,  to  withhold  his 
salary ;  and  the  proiiU  uf  the  laud  tu  be  paid  to  poor  w  idows  or  poor  housekeepers 
not  reoeiTing  parish  aUowauoe^  onlil  aootiier  master  should  be  appointed ;  and  he 
direoted,  that  when  time  or  foor  of  the  ibolfeea  should  be  dead,  the  somTing 
feoffees  shooldmakea  new  CBoflment  to  the  use  of  themselves,  and  m  maaj  other 
substantial  men  of  the  town,  and  gentlemen  of  the  ndghbooihood,  and  thdr  heus, 
as  should  make  np  tlio  same  number  of  feoffec-s  and  trustees;  and  he  ordered  that 
a  waggon  load  of  coals  should  be  yearly  supplied  about  Michaelmas,  for  a  fire  to 
be  kept  in  the  school,  for  the  use  of  the  30  poor  scholar? ;  and  that  the  yearly  rent 
of  a  little  crol't  sbouUl  be  yearly  paid  to  one  of  the  trustees,  living  iu  the  to'WTi, 
or  aiiy  inhabitaut  they  should  ajjpoiut,  for  buying  the  cools,  and  providiug  a  small 
treat  yearly  to  the  feoffees,  at  their  visitiug  the  school  and  schoolma&tcr  j  and  he 
desired  the  ftoffees  living  in  the  town,  and  two  or  one  of  the  feoffees  living  out  of 
the  town,  should  meetyeariy*  on.  or  nbont  the  1st  November,  or  within  three  weeks 
thereof,  to  Tint  the  sebocd  andschoolmsster,  and  the  prooeedings  and  management 
of  the  school,  and  tO  oonreot  anything  that  might  be  amiss. 

The  serecal  eetstes  eomprised  in  the  will  sod  feoffinent  lia?e^  from  time  to 
tune,  been  conveyed  to  successive  trustees. 

The  charity  estates  were  surveyed  and  valued  in  1822,  by  !Mr.  Calvert,  one  of 
tlie  trustees,  ami  Mr.  Bennett,  a  land  surveyor.  The  particulars  thereof,  and 
names  of  the  occupiers  aie  contained  below.  The  property  is  let  at  its  full 
annual  value,  except  tlie  premises  occupied  by  the  schoolmaster. 

The  amount  of  the  rents  from  the  property  deriTed  under  the  wilL  aooordmg 
to  the  valuation,  including  the  sehool  property,  is  £500  per  annum;  altogether 
846  acres. 

The  land  on  which  the  sohool^housc  stands  was  purchased  by  the  founder, 
Richard  Wakefield,  and  conveyed  to  liiui  by  indenture  of  feoffment,  dated  the 
27th  ^Tay,  1734,  in  tnist  for  u.n  Kuglisli  charity  school  intended  to  be  built  and 
endowed,  and  to  be  taken  as  part  of  the  cndowmoot  thereof,  and  for  the  school* 
master  to  live  in. 

The  master  of  the  school  occupies  the  school  prewbes,  which  comprise  a 
sohod-room,  with  other  apartments,  and  a  small  garden,  rent-free ;  and  he  receives 
theientsef  the  rest  of  the  sdioolproperfy,  Slid  the  further  annual  sum  of  £16  out 
of  the  general  funds  of  theeharity,  as  a  remuneration  for  instructing  80  chihben 
in  addition  to  the  30  provided  for  by  the  endowment;  and  he  is  permitted  to  take 
other  scholars.  The  children  are  instroctcd  on  the  Madras  system.  Tlie  free 
scholai-s  are  chosen  and  admitted  by  one  of  the  trustees,  who  resides  in  Tutbury, 
under  the  sanction  of  the  other  trustees ;  they  are  required  to  be  children  of 
parishioners  resident  in  the  place,  and  arc  further  required,  pursuant  to  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  trustees,  of  November,  1819,  to  attend  a  Sunday  school,  conducted 
under  the  Church  of  England  establishment. 
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Tlie  master  supplies  coal  for  the  school,  being  in  receipt  of  tlie  rents  of  tlic 
land  appropriated  by  the  founder  for  that  purpose. 

Tbe  eiim  of  £30  wbieh  mm  moored  from  the  tnuteoB  o£  Ur.  Newton,  of 
Liolififllcl,  for  theboMiU  of  the  tohool  at  Toiboiy,  in  1817,  wu  applied  towwds 
enlarging  the  aobool>room,  on  tin  oooaakn  of  an  inereaae  being  niade  to  the 
avmber  of  the  Befadan^  the  lAde  catenae  of  the  enlaiBement  being  £99  or 
thereabouts. 

The  purposes  for  which  the  trustees  apply  the  revenues  from  tbe  property 
denved  under  tbe  will  are,  the  apprenticing  of  children ;  proviiiiitc,'  incdicincs, 
and  other  necessaries  for  the  sink  and  infirm;  clothin;?,  bread  ami  co;ds,  for  poor 
persons;  books  of  devotion,  and  rmiigious  instruction:  a  djujiribution  of  weekly 
sums  of  money  among  the  poor,  and  a  donation  of  beef  and  money  at  ChristmAs- 
time. 

It  ia  wnal  to  pboe  cot  yearly  tiro  i^pniitioes^  irith  pieniiiiina  of  £10  etdi, 
and  eaoh  of  them  ia  allowed  dnnng  the  vptjotaiaooilbSiif  ICa,  a-year,  at  Omdanaai, 

provided  bis  conduct  be  satisfactory.  The  appreotioea  we  talMn  from  tbe 
diiidrcn  who  have  been  educated  at  tbe  school,  irhen  there  are  proper  applicants 
amouf^  thctn;  when  not,  they  are  chosen  from  children  of  the  in!inbitf\nts  of 
Tutbury,  of  good  character.  The  supplying  of  medicines  and  necessanea  for  the 
sick,  and  the  distribution  of  coids,  bread,  clothing,  and  money,  is  left,  in  a  great 
measure,  to  the  discretion  of  the  trustees  residing  in  the  town  of  Tutbury.  Tiie 
money  applied  for  the  first  of  these  purposes  is  necessarily  of  Tariable  amount ; 
averaging  abont  £10  per  aumuD,  to  whioh  ahonld  be  added,  an  anunal  donatioii  of 
£5  5s.  to  a  aooiety  for  the  relief  of  lying'b'Women,  at  ItnilMiEy.  The  nmiey, 
ooah^  and  clothes,  are  distribnied  according  to  liata  aude  out  by  the  remdent 
trustees,  and  the  allowance  is  continued  to  the  same  penons  while  considered 
deserv  ing.  Tlic  expense  of  purchasing  Bibles,  Prayer  Books,  and  other  books  of 
divinity,  which  are  partly  given  as  rewards  to  the  childr<'?i  of  the  school,  and 
partly  distributed  among  the  poor  by  the  minister,  is  in  general  from  £3  to  £5 
a-jrear.  There  has  long  been  a  customur)'  donation  to  the  poor  oi  btd  and 
money  at  Christmas,  amounting  at  first  to  £S,  uftcrwurds  to  £20  a-year.  There 
areaiaoyearly  expended  or  allowed  for  veeeiTing  the  rents,  abo«t  £10  4b.;  tothA 
BolieitOT,  for  attoiidaiioe  at  the  amnal  nieeting,  and  en 
and  tot  the  oKpenaes  of  an  eotertainment  at  the  meeting,  geaeKallj  about  £12; 
and  there  are  besides  seTcral  other  itema  of  annual  expenditure,  in  repairs,  and 
in  other  mattei^  incidental  to  the  managepMUt  of  the  tmat^  and  the  distribution 
of  the  cliarity.  Considerable  expense  is  occasionally  incurred  in  embanking  or 
protecting  Jtgainst  onerouchment  part  of  the  charity  land  adjoining  the  river 
Dove ;  and  in  1820,  Jt^,  adaing  from  the  sab  of  wood,  was  applied  towards  that 
object. 

Tho  advancing  of  small  loans  to  young  tradesmen,  which  is  one  of  the  objects 
mentiotied  in  the  will,  haa  very  rarely  been  put  in  praotiee,  or  leqairs^ 

Theaecoaotaaiekepthyoaeof  ihereaideBttriiatee^,  who  aota  aa  treaanier, 
and  are  yearly  eraminwl  by  the  tmteeq,  at  ameethig  held  in  November. 
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Tlie  enstom  of  giving  snms  of  money  by  weekly  paviiiciiis  anionc'  the  poor, 
ihougli  uut  spccilicd  by  the  testator  as  one  of  tlic  objecU  of  Im  ciiarity,  bos 
prevailed  for  a  very  long  time.  In  order  to  guard  against  abuse,  the  tnuteei^  1^ 
8  resdntion  of  Noremlier,  1819,  reoommcndad  it  to  the  NBidfliit  tnistees  at 
Tatbory,  tbat  thoae  olgeots  ahonld  be  lint  iciliered  ^  wow  poor  hfmdaegm, 
not  iMttfing  alms  fkom  the  paxiah.  Ab  the  anniial  fimd,  however,  thus  dispoaed 
of,  18  of  oonndcrable  amount,  and  the  distribution  of  voekly  sums  is  liable  to 
become  a  mere  substitution  for  parochial  relief,  instead  of  adding  to  the  comfort 
or  happiness  of  the  poor,  it  appears  that  it  would  be  proper  for  the  consideration 
of  ihv  trustees,  whether  a  part  of  the  money  thxxa  disposed  of  could  not  be 
applied  with  advantage  to  the  other  purpos(»  which  the  testator  has  hinuelf 
point(xi  out  by  his  will. 

SxiTH  Aim  Abtlb's  Ohabitt. 

Thomas  Smith,  by  vOl,  dated  4th  Eebmaiy,  1678,  gave  to  the  poor  of 
Tutbnry  £100i,  the  interest  thoeof  to  be  diatribatad  among  the  poor  inhabitants 

thereof,  for  ever. 

Abraham  Astle,  of  Tutbury,  by  will,  dated  3rd  March,  1675,  gave  to  the  poor 
inhabitants  of  Tutbury  £30,  the  intereat  thoeof  to  be  distiiboted  anmig  the 
poor  inhabitants  thrrrof,  for  ever. 

The  two  Slims  of  kiiA)  imd  £30  were  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  a  parcel  of 
land  in  Stockiey  i'ark,  in  the  parish  of  Tutbury,  which  was  conveyed  by  indcntujre 
of  feoffinent  of  the  4th  April,  16S1,  to  Joseph  Wakefield,  and  four  others,  in  trust 
for  the  poov  inhahftaiita  of  Tutboiy,  and  that  flie  feofflSMBk  witli  the  aaaiatance  of 
the  drnvdhirardena  and  orciaeeia  of  the  poor  of  die  panih,  uight  jearly  duk 
trifaate  the  mta  of  the  pwroiaea  among  the  poor  inhahitanta,  on  the  lat  November 
and  20th  Apnl .  '^Tliis  land  has  for  some  time  been  conveyed  to  the  trustees  for  the 
time  being  of  Wakefield's  charity,  and  is  vested  in  the  trustees  thereof.  The 
estate  contains  11  .v.  3b.  28r.  of  Innd  of  very  inferior  quality.  The  rents  are 
distributed,  one  half  on  Good  Fn  liiv,  and  the  other  half  on  St.  Thomas's-day, 
ajiioug  poor  persons  of  the  parisl)  uf  Tutbury;  and  lists  are  made  out  and  kept 
of  the  persons  relieved,  ami  the  suim  givcu  them. 

Last's  Givt. 

Joan  Lani  aa  appean  1^  atafale  of  bene&iotkma,  gave  the  som  of  £^  which 

purchased  a  yearly  rent-charge  of  6s.  4d.,  issuing  out  of  a  hooae  in  Gaatle^tree^ 
m  Totboiy.  The  panah  dak  of  Tutbury  residea  in  the  hooac^  and  he  dedoeta 
from  his  rent  6s.  4d.  a-year,  and  distributes  the  same  in  anma  of  4d.  a  pieoe^ 
among  poor  widowa  of  the  paziah,  on  Qood  fiiday,  yearly. 

Chabitiis. 

Heniy  Chembeilain,  40§,  apjear  for  the  poor,  charged  on  a  hooae  in  Aldera- 
gate^treet,  London.— John  Chamberiain,  twdifo  penny  loavca  creiy  Sunday, 
rsnt^luaBO  on  land  in  BlodtiTori^,  Leioeatefd^ 
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WAKEFIELD'S  CUAETTY. 
Property  derived  under  tlie  Will  of  Richard  Wakefield. 


A.  R,  p. 

Croft  in  Tutbury   1  1  29 

Land      ditto    0  3  4 

Honae^outlnuldiiigBv  garden  and  three  ctoflto  in  M    8  1  38 

Three  pieces  of  land,  ditto   16  1  7 

Croft                 ditto   3  2  3 

Motment  mHominglow  Township   1  3  33 

Four  parcels  of  land  in  Tutbniy   13  0  3i 

Close  in  Ilolicstoii     3  3  10 

Farm  comprising  a  house  and  lands  in  Uaitou    OS  0  29 

Two  pieces  of  land  in  Tutbury  ^   17  2  IG 

Tart  of  Burgage  Croft,  Tutbury   0  3U 

House,  &c.,  and  land  in  Uailon,  Tatbnry,  and  Marston   19  3  37 

Land  in  Tatbniy   1  0  19 

Ditto   4  8  11 

Alloiments  in  Needwood  Foieat,  in  Ansbw  Township   30  2  24 

Bent-charge  out  of  prcnnses  at  bottom  of  High-street,  Tntbuy  0  0  0 

Three  picecs  of  land  in  Tutbniy  and  Bolleston.....*..   10  0  0 

Alk-tincnt,  Anslow   '  ,   0  1  11 

Rcnt-t  liargc  out  of  vicaragc,  house  and  garden   0  u  0 

Lund,  Tutbury   U  2  18 

Pour  dwellings  in  Tutbury,  occupied  by  poor  persons,  rent  \  a  n  n 

free^  worth  £2  lOs.  each  per  anniun  }  ^  ^  ^ 


Property  derived  under  Wakclkld's  Deed  of  EeoiEment^  for  a  Chari^ 


School,— all  in  Tutbuij. 

Two  fields  in  Tutbuiy   10  3  3 

Ditto   5  3  30 

Part  of  the  Burgage    0  2  4 

SchodhoQse  and  garden   0  0  14 

Croft   0  3  6 


Land  in  Trust  for  the  Poor,  purchased  with  Sndth's  and  Astle's  Oiarity 

MomeSf^both  in  Tbtbnxy. 

Far  Meadow   5  3  19 

CowPaatme   6  0  9 
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LAPLEY. 

Ij\i  i-ey  is  a  small  Wllacjfo,  fonr  miles  west  of  Penkridge,  con- 
taining 1,000  pcoplo,  and  o,710  acres  of  land. 

SciTOOL. — Thos.  Scutt  (1702),  £10  yearly  to  a  schoolmaster, 
to  bo  chosen  and  approved  by  Thomas  Byrch,  and  four  others, 
and  their  heirs,  parishioners  of  Lapley ;  which  schoolmaster, 
and  his  saocessors,  so  chosen,  should  teach  school  in  Wheaton 
Aaton^  and  be  paid  yearly  at  Lady-day  and  Michaelmas,  by 
equal  portions,  for  his  and  their  better  enoonragement  to  teach 
aad  instruct  in  leanung  all  poor  children  and  scholars  of  the 
parishioners  of  tihe  parish  of  Lapleyj  whose  parents  sliould  not 
be  of  ability  to  rent  £10  per  annnm^  with  power  nf  distress  to 
the  schoolmaster,  in  case  of  non-payment;  and  if  such  school- 
master should  refbse  to  teach,  or  grow  negKgent  of  the  school, 
it  should  be  kwfti]  to  the  tmstees,  and  their  heirs,  to  pay 
the  i>lO  to  snch  other  schoohnaster  as  should  be  chosen  by  the 
persons  aforesaid,  and  the  survivor  of  them,  and  their  heirs; 
and  he  gave  the  said  .persons,  and  their  heirs,  fnU  power  to 
elect  and  choose  six  or  more  fit  persons,  residing  in  the  parish 
of  Lapley,  for  the  choosing  of  such  schoolmaster,  as  often  as 
occasion  i^nld  be. 

Chibitibb. — Bichard  Wilson  (1622),  408.  per  annum  for  the 
poor,  and  20s.  per  annum  to  rcpah*  the  bridges  and  highways. 
— Joan  Scntt  (ICGW),  20s.  per  annum,  to  be  given  to  the  poor 
on  Good  Friday. — Thomas  Scutt  (1702),  £5  per  annum  to  tho 
vicai*,  for  preaching  a  scniio  11  uii  SLinda^-  atternoonb  at  Wheaton 
Aston  {"linpel,  and  £3  per  aiumia  for  the  poor. — Jeremiah 
Lovait  (1769),  52s.  per  ann.  for  bread  every  Sunday  to  the  poor. 


QUAENFOKD. 

QuARNFOKD  iH  a  township,  in  Alstonfield  parish,  containing 
about  700  people,  and  2,000  acres  of  land. 

The  Free  School  was  founded  in  17G0,  by  John  Bourne, 
and  has  since  received  several  small  endowment?,  and  £10 
a-year  from  the  lord  of  the  manor.  The  master,  Mr.  Thomas 
Hughes^  teaches  30  free  scholars. — There  are  no  poor  charitiei. 
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HAMSTALL  EIDWAEE. 

Hamstall  Ridware  is  a  village  lour  miles  east  by  nortli  of 
RugeU'Vj  containing  400  inhabitants,  and  2960  acres  of  land. 

Tnr.  School. — hi  1809,  Thomas  I.eigli  built  a  school  here, 
uliicli  is  now  open  on  the  National  system,  and  is  oontliicted 
by  Ann  TomlinsoDj  who  has  about  70  scholars,  who  paj  her  a 
small  quarterage. 

Charities.— TIio  Rev.  T.  Delocno  (1690),  left  £15  per 
annum,  out  of  land  at  Yoxall,  and  also  the  rents  of  9|  acres  of 
land  in  this  parish  for  its  pOOP.— In  1803,  £30  WM  expended 
by  the  Leigh  family,  in  TOpaaring  six  cottages  occapied  rent 
free  by  poor  panshioners. 


GAYTON. 

Gayton  is  a  village  six  miles  north-east  of  Stafford,  with  300 
inhabitants,  and  1475  acres  of  land. 

Brownx's  School  Charity. — George  Browne,  of  Hartley 
Ghreen,  in  the  parish  of  (jayton,  by  will,  dated  ^  jth  May,  1792, 
bequeathed  to  his  executors,  William  Holland  and  Hugh 
Mellor,  of  Gayton,  £40,  in  trust  to  place  the  same  out  at 
interest  on  some  public  or  private  security  at  their  discretion, 
either  in  their  own  name  or  in  the  names  of  the  minister  and 
chnrchwardens  for  the  time  being,  and  to  apply  the  produce  to 
the  teaching  four  poor  children  in  the  parish  to  read,  suck 
children  to  be  chosen  by  the  minister  and  churchwardens.  £2 
as  the  interest  of  this  legacy  has  been  hitherto  paid  to  a  school- 
mistress  for  teaching  four  poor  children  to  read.  As  soon  as 
one  is  sufficiently  taught  the  churchwardens  appoint  another. 

Upon  the  table  of  benefactions  in  the  church  there  is  noticed, 
''John  Heath's  gift,  anno  1724'/*  the  particularB,  however, 
are  not  mentioned.  John  Heath's  gift  is  supposed  to  be  an 
annual  sum  of  50s.,  charged  upon  a  piece  of  land  in  the  parish 
of  Gayton,  called  Mill  Field,  the  property  of  Mr.  Edward  Fox. 
This  sum  is  paid  to  a  baker,  who  provides  bread  to  that  annual 
amount,  which  is  given  in  twopenny  loaves  to  poor  widows 
eveiy  Sunday. 
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MILWICH. 

MiLWicH  is  a  small  village,  five  miles  east  of  Stone,  with  600 
inliabitaiits,  and  2,830  acres  of  land. 

Mrs.  Harrison's  Charity. — Mrs.  Elizabeth  Harrison,  of 
Dilhome  Hall  (described  on  the  table  of  benefactions  by  her 
maiden  name  of  f  enton),  by  will,  proved  at  Lichfield,  loth 
September^  1796,  gave  £5  a-year  for  teaching  ten  children  of 
Milwich  to  read.  It  is  stated  that  this  is  charged  upon  lands  now 
belonging  to  her  daughter,  Mrs.  HolUday,  formerly  of  Dilhome 
Hall,  and  she  pays  £5  yearly  to  the  parish  derk,  and  he  for 
that  snm  teaches  ten  children  to  read,  who  are  appointed  by 
Mr.  Knight,  a  tenant  of  Mrs.  HoUiday. 

Charities. — Ralph  Baik  v,  €13  per  annnm,  for  the  poor  of 
Caverswell ;  10s.  and  remainder  for  Mihvich. — Prudence 
Compton,  10s.  per  annum  for  the  poor,  at  Christmas. — J. 
George,  and  M.  Phillips,  12s.  per  annum,  for  the  poor. — Wm. 
Hurbotr,  21s.  jicr  annum,  for  the  poor. — Kalph  Bourne,  interest 
of  for  the  p*)or  of  Milwioh  and  Ililderstono. — John 

l^ourue,  oiu  -third  of  the  rent  of  a  piece  of  laud  in  Stone  parish, 
for  the  poor. 


UTTOXETEfi. 

Uttozbtsr  is  an  ancient  market  town,  twelve  miles  sonth  of 
Ashbonme;  the  salubrity  of  the  air  round  Uttoxeter  is  so 
remarkable  that  persons  at  60  years  of  age  are  considered  to 
bo  in  the  prime  of  life. 

'J'liK  Fhee  Grammar  ScnooL  was  founded  by  the  Kev.  Thos. 
Alleyne  in  1558,  who  endowed  it  with  £13  6s.  8d.  per  annum, 
and  vested  it  in  the  Master  and  Fellows  of  Trinity  College, 
Cambridge.  They  augmented  the  income  in  1846,  for  which 
eight  scholars  are  taught  free. 
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Chabithb. — Catharine  Mastorgent  (1646),  and  Joltn  Wright 
(1729),  founded  almshouses  for  four  poor  widows,  and  left 
£4  6b.  8d.  per  ammm  for  their  8Dpport,**Wm.  Latibropp  (1700) 
founded  almshonses  for  eight  poor  widows,  and  endowed  tliem 
with  thiee  acres  of  lond^  and  20s.  6d.  per  annnm.  Thej  were 
rebuilt  in  1840,  at  an  expense  of  £300.Wohn  Dynes  (1644), 
left  £68  per  ann.  for  apprenticeship  fees. 

By  a  decree  of  the  Charity  Commissioners,  in  1727,  yaridos 
small  charities  were  re-established  amomiting  to  £151  per 
annum.  These  are  in  the  hands  of  the  churchwardens  and 
overseers,  aiul  arc  distributed  in  money,  shoes,  and  clothes, 
every  Christmas.  The  money  is  derived  from  rciiU  of  various 
pieces  of  land  in  the  parish. 

NOKTON-ON-XflE-MOOKS. 

NoRTON-ON-THF-lvrr)OKS  is  a  well  bnilt  village,  two  miles  east  of 
Burslem,  contaiiiiiig  3,000  people,  and  4,000  acres  of  land. 
Charities  o»  William  Ford  avx>  Others. 
Hugh  Ford,  of  Spragg  House,  in  the  parish  of  Norton-on- 
the-MooTB,  by  his  will,  dated  Ist  March,  1730,  sfter  reciting 
that  £100  were  m  his  hands  irom  the  following  legacies,  viz., 

£  s.  d. 

Giveil  hy  William  Ford,  liis  frranciratlicr,  for  tlic  use  of  the  poor  20  0  0 

Elk-n  Ford,  his  aunt,  for  the  use  of  the  school             20  0  0 

EUen  Vord,  hia  grandmothcr«  for  the  poor                 30  0  0 

BittOb              ditio        for  the  school               80  0  0 

bequeathed  to  John  Ford,  of  Ivy  House,  in  the  parish  of  Stoke, 

Hugh  Ford,  of  Ford  Green  in  Norton,  Thomas  Adams  of  the 
same  place,  and  Josiah  Ford,  of  Heath  House  ni  Norton, 
their  executors,  atiministrators,  and  assigns,  the  sum  of  £100, 
upon  trust  to  disehargo  the  several  legacies,  and  in  the  mean 
time  to  a])ply  the  interest  thereof  in  discharge  of  the  interest 
due  upon  the  legacies. 

There  is  a  sura  of  £130  invested  upon  the  seciu'iiy  of  the 
turnpike  road  from  Newcastle  to  Leek,  of  which  this  £100 
forms  a  part,   it  is  not  known  wh^ce  the  remaining  £^0 
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arose;  bat  it  appears  probable  that  it  was  conatituted  of  the 
fc^owing  benefactions^  which  appear  on  a  tablet  in  the  church, 

and  of  the  disposal  of  which  there  is  no  further  account : — 


Mr,  John  Pott,  schoolmaster  of  Norton,  loft  the  use  of  f  lO   £  s,  d. 
yearly,  for  ever,  to  tlic  use  uf  the  poor  householders  of  liie 
i    sh  of  Korton   10  0  0 

Hugh  Foril,  late  of  the  Nearer  Side  the  Water,  left  the  nsn  of 
i^l  yearly,  for  ever,  to  the  poor.  ILugh  ford  and  John 
Shemtt  put  in  trust  for  both    4  0  0 

Hugh  I^Iare,  late  of  "Norton  Hall  House,  left  the  use  of  £5 
yearly,  for  ever,  to  the  poor.   John  Sherratt  put  iu  trust  ...     5   0  0 

William  Ford,  father  to  the  aforesaid  Husdi  Pord,  of  the 
Kearer  Home  to  Korktn  on  Ford  Green,  lac  tiie  me  of  £6 
yearly,  for  ever,  whereof  408.  was  lost   6  0  0 

Sir  John  Bowyer,  Juikht  and  baronet,  left  £3,  the  interest 
whereof  is yearij tope deittk bleed   3  0  0 

Mr.  Moor  left  4011^  ^  istneat  whereof  is  jearlj  to  he  dealt 
inbread   3  0  0 


£S0  0  0 

The  trastees  of  the  turnpike  road  pay  £6  lOs.  as  the  mterost 
of  this  money*  Of  ihis^  508.  is  paid  to  the  schoolmaster^  and 
the  rest  is  distribnted  to  the  poor  of  the  parish^  in  the  chnreh, 
in  snms  of  2s.  and  under.  The  usual  day  for  the  distribution 
is  New  Year's  Bay,  Hr.  G.  Holloway  teaches  four  free 
sdidars  for  this  money. 

OHmxiES.—- Wm.  Maer,  50s.  per  annum ;  Josiaih  Keeling 
(1725),  12s.  per  annum  *,  Thos.  Shenatt  (1775)>  8s.  per  annum. 
These  are  al|M>  distributed  on  Hew  Yeaar's  Dfty  to  the  poor. 


TEENTHAM. 

Tabntham,  anciently  Tsicbikoeak,  is  a  handsome  yillage,  three 
miles  south  of  Newcastie,  containing  3,000  people,  and  7,286 
acres  of  land.  The  Duke  of  Sutheriand  is  owner  neariy  all 
the  pariah,  and  resides  at  Trentham  Hall,  which  is  situated  in 
a  park  of  500  acre^  and  suzrounded  by  gardens  unsnrpasBed 
by  any  in  England. 

THE  SCHOOL. 

1.  l.ADY  Kathkrine  Leveson,  by  a  codicil  to  her  will,  ilatnl  14th  October, 
1670,  gave  to  the  town  of  Trentham  JkKK)  to  buy  JL20  a-year  lauU,  lur  liic  school- 
ing of  poor  children  within  the  parish  of  Trentham,  until  they  should  be  able  to 
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be  pat  apprantices,  and  tea  of  the  belt  teneate  of  the  perish  to  be  pat  in  traat 
forthepudiaungof  the  land,  and  to  meike  ohoioe  of  a  schoobneatflr  tbatehoold 
be  an  honest  and  fit  scholar  to  teach  them. 

By  a  sobseqaent  codicQ,  wifhoat  dat^  she  declared  her  inteot  to  be  that  tlie 
scboolmastcr  should  be  elected  by  ten  of  the  suiEcientcst  of  tbc  tenants  vrithin 
the  manor  of  Trout  Lam,  and  that  he  should  have  uo  other  employment  in  any 
ecclesiastic^il  calling,  but  only  to  apply  liirasclf  to  the  school,  and  not  to  put  ill 
any  usher  and  to  take  thu  prolits,  but  u])on  his  better  preferment  to  leave  it. 

This  legacy  has  not  In  en  laid  out  iu  land,  but  has  always  been  kept  at  interest 
of  five  per  cent,  upon  security.  In  the  year  1734,  the  tenants  of  the  parish  wUo 
were  trustees,  requested  the  then  Earl  Gower  to  take  chaise  of  it  until  a 
purchase  of  lands  could  be  made,  whidL  he  did,  and  gave  a  bond  for  the  repajr- 
ment,  with  interest  at  fim  per  cent* 

About  the  year  1783,  anew  bond  was  given  in  lien  of  the  former  by  the 
Marvus  of  StaiOTord,  and  the  'princiiml  money  is  now  in  the  hands  of  his  heir, 
irbo  received  the  £400  from  the  Marquis's  residuary  legatee  and  acting 
executor,  Lord  Viscount  Granville.  Tlie  hond  given  by  the  Maniuis  in  1783, 
being  lost,  it  cannot  be  ascertained  who  weie  the  trustees  to  whom  it  was  given, 
and  there  is  uo  person  now  living  who  is  known  to  have  acted  as  a  trustee. 

The  interest,  beiug  £20,  is  paid  over  to  Jnhu  Puwell,  a  schoolmcisler  at 
Treuthain,  who  wu^  appointed  with  the  approbatiuu  of  Ihe  Marquis,  there  being 
no  trostees  to  make  the  appointment.  The  preceding  schoolmasters  had  been 
osed,  in  oonnderation  of  tlds  payment  of  £20,  to  teach  9^  children  gcatuitonsly, 
'  14  of  them  to  read  only,  end  the  other  10  slso  to  write  and  cast  acoonnts.  Aboat 
the  period  above-mentiimed  it  vaa  thought  expedient  to  alter  the  plan  of  ednca. 
tion,  and  it  was  settled  vith  the  master,  that  he  should  take  all  children  of 
parishionns  vbo  were  considered  proper  objects  of  the  charity  at  a  reduced  price, 
reeeivinir  for  each  3s.  a  quarter,  if  only  one  from  a  family,  and  2s.  for  eaoli  if 
more  than  one,  the  £20  a  year  being  oousidcred  siillieicut  to  make  up  his  ronm- 
neration  5b.  a  quarter  for  each,  that  beiug  the  suui  wliich  he  deeiiia  un  adequate 
compensation  for  teaciiiug  reading,  writing,  and  accoinits.  He  gives  to  otlier 
scholars  further  inslructiou  iu  geography,  meusxiratiou,  i^c.,  for  which  he  makes 
bit  ovn  terms*  and  recei?es  for  some  as  mndi  as  a  guinea  a  qnarter.  Books  and 
writing  materials  are  paid  for  by  the  parents ;  they  are  supplied  at  a  cheap  rate. 

The  sdiool  is  held  m  a  room  built  and  giTen  for  the  purpose  by  the  Marquis 
of  Stafford. 

Charities. — Sir  B.  Leveson  (1660),  £5  per  annum  for  the 
poor. — Lady  LeveBon  (1673),  £80  per  annum,  for  clothing  and 
maintaining  tbiee  poor  widows;  and  £20  per  ammmj  for 
apprenticing  two  poor  cluldren. — John  Mare  (1707)^  58.  per 
annum. — Thos.  Brerehnrst  (1686),  20a.  per  annam. — ^Lettice 
Astbnry  and  Jas.  Preston  (1787  and  1808),  £3  per  annnm.— 
Mr.  Tuer,  £2  per  annnm.  All  these  are  given  away  on  St. 
Thomas's-day. 


&e7 


STONE. 


Stone  Grammar  School  was  founded  in  1588  by  Thos.  Alley nc, 
I),  i).,  for  six  froc  boys  of  Stone,  and  twenty-four  others,  on 
payment  of  a  small  fee.  Endowment,  £113  6s.  8d. — Master, 
Mr.  Charles  Boreham. — Trustees,  Master  and  Fellows  of  Trinity 
College,  Cambridge. 

CsARmis  ov  Wh.  Jebvis,  of  Xewcastjib,  and  John  Jbbtis, 

OF  Dablaston. 

John  Jervis,  of  Darlaston,  by  his  will,  dated  the  1 2th  of 
January,  174i,  after  reciting  that  his  late  uncle,  Mr.  William 
Jerris,  of  Newcastle-nnder-Lyme,  gave  by  hia  will  the  sum  of 
£100,  to  diapoaed  of  to  saoh  charitable  uses  aa  John  Jervia  and 
bia  heirs  ahonld  think  fit,  within  the  parish  of  Stone,  and  the 
like  sum  so  to  be  disposed  of  within  the  parish  of  Ecdeshall, 
declared  hia  will  to  be,  that  the  interest  of  the  sums  should  be 
for  erer  employed  for  the  instruction  of  poor  children  in  each 
of  the  parishes,  and  that  the  poor  children  so  to  be  instructed 
in  the  parish  of  Stone  should  be  nominated  by  the  lord  of  the 
manor  of  Darlaston  for  the  time  being ;  and  in  satisfaction  of 
the  sum  intended  by  his  undo  for  a  charitable  use,  in  the  parish 
of  Eecleshall,  his  will  was,  tiiat  £5  yeai4y,  tax  free,  should  for 
ever  thereafter  be  issuing  out  of  certain  pieces  of  land  called 
Shropshire's  Leaficld,  Shropshire's  New  Leasow,  and  the  rents 
Leasow,  in  CliatcuU,  iii  the  county  of  Stafford ;  and  in  satis- 
faction of  the  sum  intended  bv  his  uncle  for  a  charitable  use  in 
Stone  parish,  his  wiU  was,  that  £5  yearly,  tax  free,  should  for 
ever  thereafter  bo  issuing  out  of  certain  lands,  in  Walford  in 

the  said  county,  then  in  the  holding  of  Peat,  which  he 

had  purchased  of  Mr.  Southby ;  and  his  will  further  was,  that 
£5  more  yearly,  tax  free,  should  be  issuing  out  of  those 
lands  in  AValf(jrd,  which  yearly  sum  his  will  waSj  should  bo 
yearly  paid  for  teacluug  such  poor  children  as  the  lord  of  the 
manor  of  Barlaston  for  the  time  being  should  nominate,  in  the 
parish  of  Stone,  to  read,  write,  and  cast  accounts,  and  for  the 
instructing  them  in  the  principles  of  religion ;  and  he  willed 
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that  the  schoolhouse  by  him  built,  Bkould  for  over  be  employed 
for  that  purpose ;  that  the  lord  of  the  manor  of  Darlaston  for 
the  time  being  should  nominate  a  schoolmaster  to  teach  the 
school,  to  continue  there  during  pleasure  only ;  that  the  several 
payments  should  be  made  half-yearly,  at  Michaelmas  and  Lady, 
day  J  and  that  the  several  schoolmasters  for  the  time  being  of 
the  charity  school  at  Eccleshall,  and  the  school  by  him  bnil^ 
should  have  power  to  distrain  for  the  arrears  of  the  respective 
snms;  and  in  case  the  devise  of  the  choritiee  afaonld  not  be 
deemed  good  in  law^  or  othearwise  he  assured  dndng  hia 
life,  then  he  gave  onto  his  son,  Bwynfen  Jervis,  in  fiiU  satis- 
faction of  the  £200  given  by  his  uncle,  and  his  own  intended 
charitiesj  the  snm  of  £400  to  be  applied  in  such  manner  as  tiie 
law  wonld  allow,  so  as  in  the  best  manner  to  answer  the  intended 
charities ;  and  in  sach  case,  he  devised  the  lands  intended  to 
be  charged  therewith  onto  his  son  John  Jervis,  his  heirs  and 
and  assigns  for  ever, 

A  school  was  formerly  kept  in  a  school-room  close  to  the 
town  of  Stone,  on  the  left  of  the  road  leading  towards  New- 
ca>^tlc,  called  the  Froghole  school,  and  was,  without  doubt,  the 
school  mentioned  m  tho  foregoing  will.  The  master  of  this 
school  received  from  Mi\  Jorvis,  of  Darlaston,  £15  a  year,  of 
which  it  was  understood  that  £10  yearly  had  been  giveu  by 
)in  '  of  the  ancestors  of  the  family  as  an  endo^^^nent  of  tlie 
school,  and  that  1-5  was  added  as  the  voluntary  gift  of  Mr. 
Jei'vis  ;  for  this  payment,  the  master  instructed  30  fi:^  scholars 
in  readmg,  writing,  and  arithmetic. 

About  30  years  ago,  upon  the  inclosure  of  the  roiiimoa 
land  on  which  this  schoolroom  stood,  Mr.  Jer\as  took  it  down, 
and  removed  the  materials  to  a  vacant  spot  in  Darlaston,  a 
village  in  the  parish  of  Stone,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the 
town,  purposing  to  build  another  schoolroom  there.  This,  how- 
ever, has  not  been  done,  but  the  £15  has  been  ever  since  appK^d 
to  the  maintenance  of  a  school  for  girls  in  Darlaston,  kept  by 
a  schoolmistress  of  the  name  of  Timmiss,  who  for  this,  and  an 
additional  snm  of  £10  (the  voluntary  gift  of  Lady  St.  Vincent), 
teaches  25  girls  to  read  and  work. 

The  children  in  this  school  are  principally  taken  from 
Barhiaton  and  Meaford  (whidi  last  is  a  hamlet  in  Eibblestone 
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quarter).  Thore  are  sonu'  iVw  tVoin  Stone,  but  tlic  a])|)lications 
from  the  foruiei-  places  are  geaerally  sufficient  to  till  up  the 
vacancies  as  tlioy  oconr. 

.tlO  of  tlie  paitl  ong'iiially  to  llio  Frogliole  school,  and 
now  to  the  school  at  Darlastoii,  is  plainly  the  result  of  William 
Jervis's  gift  of  £lUt)  to  the  parish  of  Stone,  and  the  additional 
£5  a- year  given  by  the  will  of  John  Jervis.  In  the  account  of 
the  charities  at  Eccleshall,  it  will  be  found  that  the  other  gift 
of  VYilliam  Jervis  of  £100  to  that  parish,  stated  in  John  Jcrvis\s 
will,  is  not  known  there  as  ever  having  been  a  productive 
charity.  It  is  however  said  by  an  old  and  respectable  inhabitant 
of  Stone,  that  he  had  heard  that  a  payment  of  £5  a-year  was 
formerly  made  by  the  Barlaston  family  to  Eocleshall,  but  that 
the  late  Mr.  Jervis  (who  died  in  1802),  upon  some  offence  taken 
with  the  people  there,  transferred  it  to  the  Froghole  sbhool. 
This  statement,  which  derives  some  probability  &om  tiie  present 
nnprodactiveness  of  the  gift  to  EccleshaQ,  will  account  for  the 
remainder  of  the  £15  j)aid  to  th^  Froghole  school  as  being  the 
fruit  of  this  benefaction.  It  must,  however,  be  observed  that 
Miss  Timmiss,  as  well  as  the  old  schoolmaster  before  mentioned, 
understands  the  £5  to  have  been  a  voluntary  gift,  and  that 
Swynfen  Jervis,  Esq.,  the  owner  of  the  Darlaston  property, 
conceived  it  to  have  been  an  addition  which  old  "Mr,  Jervis  was 
in  the  habit  of  makincf,  from  finding  the  £10  insufficient  for  the 
intended  purpose,  'i'hc  school  is  in  the  Old  Mill  House,  which 
is  surrounded  by  water,  and  sometimes  llouded  for  three  or  four 
days  together.  • 


FOEEBEIDGE. 


FomBRiDas  is  a  liberty  of  the  county  town.  The  National 
School  in  Garden-street  was  built  in  1625,  with  a  dwelling-house 
for  the  master  and  mistress,  who  receive  £60  per  annum,  and 
have  a  g(K>d  garden  and  coals  free ;  the  school  is  a  neat  and 
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comnj'xlions;  building,  and  is  endowed  with  £38  a  year  from  the 
^ft  paiLiculari/A'd  below  ;  it  is  open  to  all  tlie  poor  cliiUiren  of 
Castle  Church  parish,  and  lui^s  usuiilly  about  170  scholars,  who 
pay  Id.  per  week  each;  the  girls  are  provided  with  cloaks  and 
bonnets  by  the  mistress. 

MRS.  BKIDaMAK'S  FB££  SCHOOL.  * 
-  By  indentnrG,  dated  23rd  Marcli  1740^  between  Ricbarcl 
Drakeford,  Edward  Paricer,  and  Thomaa  Foddering,  of  the  first 
part;  John  Hodsldn,  and  John  Clarke,  of  the  second  part;  and 
Joseph  Marshy  of  the  third  part;  reciting,  that  by  a  decree  made 
by  virtae  of  a  commission  of  charitable  nses,  dated  20th  Jnne, 
172G,  it  was  ordered  that  the  sum  of  £147,  a  charity  left  by 
Mrs.  Dorothy  Bridginan,  deceased^  should  be  put  ont  at  inter- 
est, or  laid  ont  in  lands,  in  tmst,  that  the  interest,  profits,  or 
produce  thereof,  should  bo  yearly  employed  for  the  schooling 
and  instructing  uf  the  poor  children  of  the  township  of  Forc- 
bridofe,  in  the  parish  of  Castle,  in  the  county  of  StaObrd,  and 
thai  Ricliurd  Drakeford,  the  elder,  deceased,  and  Edward 
l*arkcr,  together  with  Walter  Chetwynd,  and  Edwaid  Byid, 
were  thereby  appointed  trustees  for  the  management  of  (lie 
charity,  and  that  when  any  of  such  trustees  should  die,  the  survi- 
vors were  to  noiuinati^  so  many  other  trustees  as  should  make  up 
the  number  of  four,  so  that  tlierc  sliould  never  be  less  than  four 
truBtecR  for  the  maTiay;cinont  of  tlie  clianty  ;  ami  further  recit- 
ing, that  Walter  CIk twynd  and  Edward  Byrd  refused  to  act  as 
trustees,  and  that  liichard  Drakeford  and  Edward  Parker, 
together  with  one  Abraham  Hodskin,  and  Tliomas  Foddering, 
and  ono  William  Clarke,  for  the  benefit  of  the  liberty  of  Fore- 
bridge,  had  received  the  i^l  1-7,  and  had  purchased  for  the  cha- 
I'itablo  purposes,  seven  acres  of  land,  in  a  field  called  the  Green- 
field, in  the  parish  of  Castle,  together  with  nil  titlu  --  uhether 
great  or  small ;  and  further  reciting,  that  William  Clarke  and 
Abraham  Hodskin,  had  departed  this  life,  and  Richard  Drake- 
ford, Edward  Parker,  and  Thomas  Foddering,  the  suTTiving 
tmstees,  were  willing  to  elect  and  add  John  Hodskin  and  John  * 
Chirke,  to  bo  other  trustees  to  them;  it  is  witnessed,  that  Bichard  * 
]>rakeford,  Edward  Parker,  and  Thomas  Foddering,  for  support- 
ing the  charity,  and  keeping  up  a  proper  number  of  persons  to 
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maiiHg'e  the  same,  enfeoffed  unto  Joseph  ^luisli,  nifl  his  heirs 
five  acres  and  two  acres  of  hmd  in  the  lieKl  called  the  Green- 
Held,  therein  particularly  described  with  tlie  al)uttal8  and  boun- 
daries thereof,  (beincr  the  land  aforesaid),  to  the  use  of  Kichard 
Drakeford,  Ed\\  ai  d  Parker,  Johu  Hodskiu^  Tlioraaa  FoddenDg, 
and  John  Clarke,  and  their  heirs,  npom  trust,  to  pay  the  rents 
and  profits  thereof,  annually,  to  some  proper  and  sufficient  per- 
son, to  be  by  them,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  and  their  lioirs, 
appointed  and  procured  for  the  teaching  and  instructing  of  the 
poor  children  o^  tho  township  of  Forebridge,  in  some  school  or 
other  convenient  place,  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose,  within  the 
liberty  of  the  township,  according  to  the  direction  of  the  will 
and  decree ;  and  upon  further  trust,  that  when  the  number  of 
trustees  should  be  reduced  to  less  than  four,  the  survivors  should 
convey  the  premises  to  such  other  su£Bicient  and  substantial 
persons,  as  should  be  by  them  appointed  for  that  pin  2>08e,  so 
that  the  number  of  trustees  might,  for  ever,  be  kept  up  to  the 
number  of  four,  at  the  least. 

Under  the  Forebridge  Inclosure,  an  allotment  was  made  to 
the  trustees,  in  lieu  of  the  two  parcels  of  land  above-mentioned, 
containing,  according  to  the  plans  and  draft  of  the  award,  5a. 
2b.  14p.  The  old  land  was  subject  to  right  of  common  from 
Micliaelmas  to  Candlemas.  The  new  land  adjoins  the  school, 
and  is  let  in  garden  plots,  producing  £iJ8  yearly. 

Tlie  present  schoolmaster  is  Mr.  James  Walton,  who  ffives 
iu.siructioii  iii  reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  g-raiiiinar.  geography, 
&c.  Tho  schoolmistress  is  Mrs.  W^altoii,  wlio  iiisti-iu  ts  the 
girls  in  needlework,  Arc.  The  aTCMaLfc  attendance  ia  lUU  boys, 
and  70  girls.    Thi'  scIidoI  is  well  (.onthKtcd. 

Trustees :  -Rev.  E.  Allen,  incumbent  of  Castle  Cliurch  ;  T. 
Rait,  T.  Hartshome,  J.  H,  Webb,  Thos.  Boulton,  and  it.  W, 
Hand,  Esqrs. 


CHARTTTBS. 

W.  Goldsmith,  in  1602,  left  £10  per  annum  for  clothing  for 
poor  widows;  also  £10  per  annum  for  apprenticing  two  poor 
boys ;  and  £10  per  annum  for  bread  to  be  given  every  Sunday 
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at  Ca.stle  Churchy  to  as  many  poor  people  as  arc  present  at  the 
morning  serrioe:  about  IC  loaves  are  nsnally  distributed.  The 
churcbwarcIenB  manage  these  charitiefl ;  and  the  income  ia  4^ 
rived  from  huids  at  Silkmore. 

The  sum  of  £2  per  annum  is  received  from  a  farm  at  Doxey, 
which  is  given  away  on  the  Sunday  after  St.  Andrew's-day, — 
£1  13s.  4d.  to  the  poor^  and  6b.  8d,  to  the  parson  for  preaching 
on  the  same  day. 

Roger  Hinton^  m  1684,  bequeathed  a  portion  of  the  rents  of 
his  estates  to  the  poor  of  Castle  Church  :  about  £28  yearly  is 
now  received^  which  is  distributed  in  coals. 

Formerly  68.  called  Plum  Money/'  used  to  be  distribated 
at  Christmas^  but  has  been  discontinued  for  many  years. 


SEIGHrOED. 


Skiohford  is  a  scattered  yilUtge,  three  miles  west  by  nortli 
from  Stafford,  containing  o^coO  acres  of  land,  and  800  people. 

The  School  is  hold  in  a  room  in  the  pai'iah  church,  in 
whicii  ai-e  six  IVeo  scliolar.s. 

CHARiiJEij. — Dorothy  Bridgman  and  others  left  £51,  which 
was  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  five  acres  of  land  in  1712. 
This  is  lot  for  live  ^^uineas  per  animrn,  three  guineas  arc  paid 
out  of  this  for  the  education  of  the  six  free  scholars,  and  the 
remainder  is  given  in  bread  to  the  poor. — The  poor  also  hare 
lOs.  in  bread,  the  interest  of  £10  left  by  Francis  Eld,  and  they 
have  a  gift  of  408.  per  annum  left  by  Richard  Chamberlain,  in 
1628. 

Coton  Clanford,  on  the  south  side  of  the  parish,  is  the  place 
where  the  Rov.  Wm.  Wollaston  was  bom^  in  1650.  He  died 
in  London  in  1 724,  haying  lived  there  as  a  recluse  for  many 
years^  during  which  he  wrote  many  works,  of  one  of  which, 
"The  Religion  of  Nature  Delineated/'  he  sold  upwards  of 
10,000  copies. 
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HENKY  SMllfl'S  CHAWTY 

To  Tamwobth,  Lichfield,  Newcastlk-undek-Lyme  &  Staffoku. 


This  is  one  of  tlie  mostj  if  not  ihe  most  important  cliarity  in 
the  county.  It  appears  that  the  original  rent  of  the  estate  onlj 
has  been  paid  to  these  four  towns,  whereas  it  is  clear  that  the 
whole  of  the  pbisiht  bents  belong  to  the  poor ;  and  to  preyent 
misconception  or  doubt  on  tbia  point,  the  report  of  the  Charity 
Commissioners  is  hereunto  appended.  Without  doubt  this 
ou^ht  to  be  recovered.  The  manor  contains  no  le^s  than 
1,100  acres  !     The  following  is  the  Uki'okt  : — 

"  The  various  instrumeuts  hy  which  ilcury  Smith  dedicated 
liiis  real  and  personal  estate  to  charitable  uses  have  been  already 
stated  in  our  fourth  report,  p.  448,  et  scq.,  in  the  account  there 
given  of  the  extensive  charities,  now  under  the  management  of 
his  general  trustees. 

"  Referring  to  that  statement,  we  need  only  repeat,  that  by 
a  decree  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  dated  the  20th  June,  1626, 
(obtained  for  the  purpose  of  altering  some  prior  dispositions 
which  he  had  made  of  this  property),  it  was  ordered  that  the 
trustees,  to  whom  the  real  and  personal  estate  therein  mentioned 
was  to  be  conveyed,  should,  after  the  death  of  the  said  Heniy 
Smith,  dispose  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  real  estates,  and 
such  part  of  the  personal  property  as  should  not  be  disposed  of 
by  him  in  his  lifetime^  t  o  certain  charitable  uses  specified  by 
him  in  an  indentore,  dated  the  12th  Jnne,  1625,  and  to  and  for 
such  other  charitable  uses  as  he  should  by  deed  or  will  appoint. 

^^And  by  an  indenture,  dated  the  20th  Jaxmary,  1626-7,  the 
said  Hemy  Smith,  for  the  be^f^  performance  of  the  said  chari- 
table uses,  declared  that  his  trnstees  shonld  employ  the  rents 
of  his  manors,  lands,  and  tenements,  and  ihe  moneys,  debts, 
and  other  his  personal  estate,  for  the  porchasing  of  manors, 
lands,  and  hereditaments,  to  be  conveyed -as  therein  directed, 
and  employed  according  to  the  intent  and  meaning  of  the  said 
decree,  and  of  that  indenture.  And  touching  so  much  of  the 
said  manors,  lands,  and  tenements,  whereof  the  profits  should 
not  be  disposed  of  by  him  during  his  life,  he  directed  that  the 
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same  sluuiUl  be  at  tlie  disposal  of  his  trustees;  uutl  Ijc-  tlirocted 
tluit  ilie  rents  of  so  miu  li  of  the  Koifl  lands  as  had  been  oi  >}i<  >iihl 
theivaiter  be  iipjxnnicJ  lor  the  rcliufof  the  poor  of  any  parish^ 
should  bo  received  by  the  churchwardens  and  ovt  r<(  ei  s  of  the 
poor  of  eacli  of  such  parishes  respectively,  and  that  the  lea>*ofs 
of  the  lands,  of  which  the  profits  should  be  appointed  for  the 
relief  of  the  poor  of  the  pariiih,  should  be  coutrtKrtcd  for  b\  t  he 
churchwardens  and  overseers  of  such  parish,  to  the  intent  tliat 
the  be«t  yearly  value  might  be  made  thereof;  and  the  deed 
further  specifies  tho  manner  in  which  the  rents  are  to  be  applied 
by  the  parish  officer?;. 

"  After  the  death  of  Mr.  Smith,  his  trustees  purchased  scTend^ 
real  estates,  for  the  charitable  purposes  expressed  in  these 
instruments,  some  of  which  are  not  now  under  the  management 
of  his  general  trustoes,  and  therefore  are  not  included  in  the 
above-mentioned  report.    Amongst  these  was  ihe  manor  of 
Froddeswell,  in  Staffordshire,  which  was  appropriated  to  ceriaizi 
charitable  payments  to  the  towns  of  Lichfield,  Tamworth,  New- 
castle-under-Lyme,  and  Stafford^  in  that  county* 

"l^his  appears  from  a  deed,  dated  the  20th  of  Doc.,  1641, 
(enrolled  in  Chancery^  t^e  1st  of  Aprils  16th  Charles  and 
executed  by  Robert  Earl  of  Essex  and  Ewe,  Richard  Viscount 
Lumley,  Sir  Richard  Gumey,  Sir  Christopher  Nevill,  Sir 
George  Whitmore,  Wilham  Kolfe,  Henry  llonti,  and  -lohti 
Jackson,  described  as  surviviuf,'  feoilL-cs  of  the  estate  of  11*  iicy 
Smith,  E6(|uii'e,  deceased,  by  iiim  given  to  charitable  uses;  in 
which,  after  referring  to  the  decree  in  Chance  ry,  and  to  Mr. 
Smith's  dechiration  of  uses,  of  tho  lutii  oi  Jauuarv,  1  /2C>-/,  it 
is  recited,  that  the  said  feoffees,  or  some  of  thcni,  had  endea- 
voured to  get  in  the  said  monies,  debts,  and  personal  i-stato  of 
the  said  Jli'nry  Sniiili,  and  with  a  good  part  tliereof,  had 
purchased  divers  manors,  messuages,  lands,  tenements,  and 
hereditaments  thereafter  mentioned,  to  be  settled  and  employed 
to  the  charitable  uses  aforesaid.  It  is  then  recited,  that  the 
said  feoffees,  or  some  of  them,  stood  seised,  to  thorn  and  their 
heirs,  of  and  in  the  following  premises,  viz.—the  manor  or 
lordsliip  of  Longstoek,  Horrington,  in  the  county /)f  Southamp- 
ton, with  tho  lands,  &c.,  belonging  thereto,  then  in  the  tenure 
of  the  said  Viscount  Lumley,  for  the  yearly  rent  of  £159; 


Digitized  by  Google 


nsNRT  smith's  chabitt.  595 

divers  messuages,  lands,  and  hereditament  s,  parcel  of  the  manor 
of  ToUhunt  Darcy,  alina  Tolshunt  Tregrotfe,  in  the  county  of 
Essex,  with  the  lands,  &c ,  thereto  or  to  the  rectory  there 
belonging,  in  the  tenure  of  the  said  Sir  Christopher  Neville,  at 
the  yearly  rent  of  £140;  divers  messuages,  lands,  &c.,  p«roeI 
of  thr^  manor  of  Stoughton,  in  Leicestershij'e,  purchased  of  the 
said  William  Rolfe,  at  the  yearly  value  of  £220 ;  the  manor  of 
Longney,  in  Gloucestershire,  and  the  lands,  &c.,  belonging 
thereto ;  the  fann  and  rectory  of  Longney,  aforesaid,  producing 
a  yearly  rent  of  £214  188.  and  the  copyhold  and  other 
rents  of  the  said  manor,  amounting  yearly  to  £56 ;  '  and  of  and 
in  all  the  manor  or  lordship  of  FroddesweU,  with  the  rights, 
members,  and  appurtenances  thereof,  in  the  county  of  Stafford, 
and  of  and  in  tUl  lands,  tenements,  rents,  reversions,  services, 
and  hereditaments  to  the  said  manor  or  lordship,  by  any  means 
belonging  or  appertaining,  then  or  late  in  the  tenure  or 
occupation  of  the  said  Hobert  Earl  of  Essex,  or  his  assigns ; ' 
also,  of  messuages  and  lands  at  Hartlepool,  in  the  county  of 
Durham;  lands  at  Deptford,  in  Kent,  held  at  the  yearly  rent 
of  £40,  purchased  of  the  said  Richard  Gumey ;  a  messuage 
and  lands,  at  Shaldon,  in  the  county  of  Southampton,  pur« 
chased  of  the  said  William  Bolfe,  at  the  yearly  yalue  of  £24 ; 
and  a  messuage  in  the  parish  of  Saint  John,  in  the  soake  of 
the  city  of  Winton,  in  the  said  county,  purchased  of  him,  at 
the  yearly  value  of  £4.  *  Into  all  which  manors,  mossnaeros, 
laiuls,  tenements,  &c.,  and  premises,  the  said  feoiToes,  or  some 
of  tkcm,  did  claim  to  have  au  intcrebtj  iu  trusl,  to  the  charitable 
uses  aforesaid/ 

The  deed  then  witnesses,  that  the  said  il'oirecs,  in  ])L'rf(>r- 
mance  of  the  trust  rcpof?cd  in  them,  for  the  settling  of  the 
rents,  issues  and  profits  of  the  said  manors,  lands,  and  premises 
to  bo  employed  according  to  the  directions  of  the  said  Henry 
Smith,  and  according  to  the  true  meaning  of  his  said  deed  of 
declaration,  and  that  the  inhabitants  of  each  parish  therein 
mentioned  might  know  to  what  lands  to  repair  and  resort  for 
the  due  payment  and  i*ecovery  of  such  sums  of  money  as  should 
be  assigned  to  them  for  the  use  of  their  poor,  as  thereinafter 
mentioned,  in  case  the  same  should  not  be  otherwise  satisfied, 
'  appointed  to  the  sereiTil  towns  parishes  and  places  therein* 
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after  mentioned,  the  several  sums,  yearly  payments,  and 
portions,  to  the  use  of  the  poor  of  e^ch  particular  pluco,  to  L»e 
yearly  and  respectively  i.ssuing,  paid  and  })ayab1e  out  of  the 
soveml  and  re>])ective  manora  and  prnnises  before  mentii)netl, 
and  out  of  tlu;  reiit?5,  if?«'nes  and  protits  lliercof,  rcs])CctivelN-,  in 
such  proportions  as  should  be  tliereafter  limited  and  appoiuted, 
viz. — to  the  church wai-den.s  and  overseers,  &c/      The  deed 
then  appoints  a  great  number  of  annual  payments  to  be  made 
to  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  diflferent  parishes,  firom, 
ihe  several  estates  before  enumerated^  and  in  every  instance  in 
which  the  annual  value  of  the  estate  bad  been  stated^  the 
various  payments  directed  to  be  made  from  that  estate  ar-? 
together  equiviUent  to  th<  >rJiole  annual  ciJue  so  stated.  The 
payments  applicable  to  Froddeswell  (of  which  the  annual  value 
bad  not  been  before  mentioned)  are  as  follows 

'  And  to  the  ckurchwardeuB  and  overseers  of  tbc  poor  of  the  parish  of  T«ni- 
WOrth,  in  the  counties  of  Warwick  and  Stafford,  yearly,  £U ;  to  the  churchwar- 
dens and  poor  of  the  city  of  TJchfield,  yearly,  tlS  ;  to  the  churchwardens  and 
overseers  of  the  poor  of  tlu-  town  of  Statfonl,  yearly,  fcl4 ;  to  the  churchwardens 
and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  Ncwcnstle-iindcr-Liuie,  in  the  county  of  StnffnrH, 
ycail>,  112;  all  which  several  suras  of  money  and  yearly  payments,  stttkd  and 
assigned  to  the  four  parishes  and  places  last-named,  were  intended  and  appoiut<:xi 
inadiierBtodilBSiidpioportioiiabie  naniinr  to  be  had,  paid,  allowed,  nooverad, 
and  received  out  ol  the  said  manor  or  lordship  of  Froddeswell,  and  out  of  the 
rente,  profits,  and  issues  thereof  aforesaid,  reserved  and  payable  and  bom  theaoe* 
forth  for  ever  to  be  issnmg  and  payable.' 

"  The  other  appointments  are  in  similar  terms  ;  and  then 
follows  a  general  e  lanse  : — 

*  To  hold  and  enjoy  the  said  several  yearly  payments  out  of  the  manors,  Ac^ 
respectively,  and  out  of  the  rents,  issues  and  profits  of  the  ?ainp.  as  the  same 
should  arise,  to  be  Ir^d,  levied,  recorcrfMl  and  taken  by  the  churchwardens 
and  over!5ct'rs  of  the  poor  of  the  said  parishes  uad  places,  yearly,  to  the  use  of  the 
l>otjr  of  sucli  parishes  respectivelj',  with  the  same  libextics,  and  uuder  the  con- 
ditions and  provisions,  and  aooording  to  the  some  trusts  and  declarations  as  were 
by  the  said  Henry  Smith  expressed  m  his  deed  of  deckntioik  of  uses  before- 
me&Uoned/ 

"For  tbe  terms  of  Mr.  Smith's  deed  of  nses  of  1626-7^  and 
from  the  previous  docoments  aboye  referred  to^  it  seems  olear 
that  he  contemplated  a  parehase  of  lands  by  his  trustees^  of 
wliick  the  whole  revenues,  as  well  as  those  of  his  real  estate 
already  existing,  shonld  be  dedicated  to  the  charitable  nses 
tberein  specified.    In  the  declaration  of  nses  of  1641,  the 
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trnptncf,  by  profcssiug  to  settle  the  rents  of  the  lamls  tliey  Imd 
purchased,  according  to  the  directions  and  moaning  of  the  said 
deed,  and  by  apportioning  the  whole  of  the  existiDg  renta  of 
the  said  lands,  so  far  at  least  as  those  rents  were  set  forth,  ap- 
pear to  have  had  a  similar  intention.  And  accordingly,  we  find 
that  the  whole  produce  of  all  the  estates  mentioned  in  that  in- 
stnunent,  except  that  of  the  manor  of  Froddeswell,  have  been 
constantly  appropriated  to  the  charitable  uses  declared  oonoem* 
ing  them,  the  impzoved  rents  being  applied  in  a  proportionable 
increase  of  the  payments  to  the  diflerent  parishes  reepectiyely 
interested  in  sack  estates,  and  are  under  the  management  either 
of  Mr.  Smith's  general  tnistees,  or  of  special  trustees  appointed 
for  the  pnrpose,  or  of  the  chnrchwardens  of  the  respective 
parishes. 

'*  The  manor  of  Froddeswell  (now  called  FradsweU)  alone 
appears  never  to  have  passed  from  the  possession  of  the  Earl  of 
Essex  and  his  descendants,  and  forms  now  part  of  the  estates  of 
Earl  Ferrers,  to  whom  it  came  bj  the  marriage  of  his  ancestor. 

Sir  Robert  Shirley,  with  one  of  the  two  sisters  and  co-lfeips  of 
the  Karl  of  Essex;  and  the  two  sums  of  £11-  to  the  town  of 
Staftbrd,  and  £l'2>  to  the  town  of  Newcastle-nnder-Lynie, 
a})poiiited  by  the  declaration  of  \iscs  of  IGil,  have  been  regu- 
larly received  from  the  proprietors  of  that  manor,  as  derived 
from  the  gift  of  Mr.  Smith. 

"  The  other  two  jiayments  of  LIS  to  the  city  of  Lichfield,  and 
£14  to  the  parish  of  Taraworth,  mentioned  in  the  said  declara- 
tion of  use?,  are  not  paid  from  tho  manor  of  Fradswell.  Froni 
the  earliest  period  to  which  we  can  trace  thern,  they  have  Ijeen 
received  by  the  churchwardens  of  those  places  from  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  manor  of  Drayton  Basset,  near  Tamworth,  and 
are  enumerated  among  their  respective  oharitiep,  as  '  the  gift 
of  Hcniy  Smith,  obtained  by  the  procorement  of  the  Karl  of 
Essex/  This  oiroamstence  may  perhaps  be  thns  accounted  for. 
The  other  sister,  and  co-heir  of  the  Earl  of  Essex,  married  the 
Bnke  of  Somerset,  and  with  her,  as  it  appears,  the  manor  of 
Drayton  Basset,  wlddi  had  formed  part  of  Lord  Essex's  property, 
passed  into  that  fiunily.  It  is  probable  that  in  arranging  the 
division  of  the  property  between  the  two  co-heirs,  it  was 

.  3t 
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thought  fit  to  diviclo  these  four  payments,  :\nd  leaving  two  on 
Fradswell,  whi  li  passed  to  one  sister,  to  throw  the  other  two 
on  Drayton  Basset^  the  portion  of  the  other  sister,  and  which 
was  sitoated  nearer  than  Fradswell  to  the  places  entitled  to  the 
benefit  of  them.  The  manor  of  Drayton  Basset  afterwards 
passed  (as  is  seems  by  intermarriage)  to  the  anoestors  of  the 
Marqnis  of  Bath,  and  was  sold  by  the  present  Marquis,  subject 
to  these  payments  as  charges  thmon^  to  Sir  Robert  Peel^  from 
whom  they  are  now  received, 

''We  have  not  met  with  any  conveyance  the  manor  of 
fVadswell  to  the  tmsteee^  but  it  appears  dear  from  the  recitals 
of  the  declaration  of  use  of  1641,  that  the  manor  iitdf,  wiik 
all  ihe  lands  helonginff  to  U,  was  purchased  by  the  trustees  tnlh 
Ute  personal  2)ro^erfij  of  Mr,  8nUth;  and  accordingly,  we  find, 
that  in  two  subsequent  conveyances  of  Mr.  Smith's  property, 
by  surviving  trustees  to  new  tmstees  (one  of  Ist  of  May,  1 658, 
and  the  other  of  the  18th  of  May,  1675)  is  inclnded,  'the 
manor  or  lordship  of  Fradswell,  with  the  rights,  members  and 
ajjpurlenances  thereto  belonging,  in  the  comity  of  Stafford, 
and  all  lands,  tenements,  rents  and  reversions,  services  and 
hereditaments  to  the  same  manor  belonging,  then  late  in  the 
po-sf  -  inn  or  occupation  of  Robert  Earl  of  EsseXj  deceased,  or 
of  hi.i.  assigns,'  which,  yvith  the  other  estates  there  enumerated, 
are  conveyed,  'upon  trust,  that  the  said  premises,  un'l  tJi<i 
yearhj  is^svcA  aiul  profts  fhereof,  should  bo  employed  and  dist - 
posed  of  according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  said 
deed,  decree,  declaration,  and  last  will  of  the  said  Henry  Smith.' 
On  examining  the  later  trust  deeds,  we  find  that  all  mention  of 
the  manor  of  Fradswell^  or  of  any  payment  to  be  made  thereout^ 
is  omitted.  The  same  omission  also  takes  place  of  other  estates, 
the  management  of  which  had  passed  into  the  hands  of  the 
parish  officers,  or  others,  and  no  longer  remained  in  the  general 
tmstees.  Those  deeds,  however,  contain  general  words,  grant- 
ing '  all  other  the  manors,  &c.,  whatsoever  and  wheresoever  in 
Great  BrUamf  whereof  the  said  surviving  tmstees  stand  seised^ 
in  trost,  for  the  uses  aforesaid.'  It  may  be  observed,  that  in 
the  deed  of  1641,  the  annual  value  of  all  the  estates,  except 
Fradswell  and  Hartlepool,  is  particDlsrly  stated,  and  that  the 
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payments  cliarged  to  those  estates^  are  commensurate  with  saoh 

value.  All  the  provisions,  however,  respecting  Frads-vrcll  and 
fiartlepoo]^  exhausted  their  then  annual  value,  than  that  these 
payments  were  to  he  considered  as  fiaeed  and  unimprovable,  and 
the  others  as  apportionments  of  the  improyable  value  of  the 
whole  property.  This  inference  is  strengthened  by  the  fact 
that  the  fiiU  approved  value  of  the  estate  at  Hartlepool  is 
appropriated  to  the  charitable  uses  declared  oonoeming  it. 

Application  for  information  has  been  made  to  Earl  Femrs^ 
but  the  only  ehicidation  derived  from  his  lordship  has  been^  that 
he  and  his  ancestors  have  made  the  specified  payments  to 
Stafford  and  Newcastle,  for  near  200  years,  but  that  those  places 
have  no  claim  wliatcver  to  his  manor,  or  any  part  of  his  property 
at  Fradswell,  which  was  purchased  by  the  grandfather  of  the 
first  Earl  of  Essex,  and  of  which  the  title  deeds  are  now  in  hia 
possession. 

"As  it  is  clear  from  the  deed  of  1G41,  that  the  manor  of 
Fradswell  was  then  or  late  in  the  tenure  or  occupation  oi  the 
Earl  of  Essex,  it  is  not  improbable  that  even  after  a  sale  to  the 
trustees,  he  may  have  continued  in  the  management  of  the  pro- 
perty, being  resident  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  places  entitled 
to  its  produce ;  and  that  the  documents  respecting  it,  tvhich  he 
had  before  possessed  as  owner,  remained  in  his  hands  as  trustee, 
and  after  his  death  wo\dd  be  found  among  the  muniments  of 
his  £BUDuly;  and  that  thus  in  process  of  time,  the  payments 
accustomed  to  be  made^  came  to  be  considered  (W  mere  renU 
charges  upon  the  property. 

"It  appears  highly  probable,  that  these  four  towns  are  enti- 
tled proportionably  to  the  whole  produce  of  the  estate^  conform- 
ably  to  what  takes  place  with  respect  to  every  other  charily 
estate  included  in  the  deed  of  1641  j  and  the  admission  by  the 
Earl  of  Essex  of  the  facts  stated  in  tiiat  deed^  evidenced  by 
his  being  a  party  tOj  and  executing  it^  would^  we  apprehend^ 
hind  the  present  holder,  who  eUdms  by  descent  from  him.  But 
whether  such  title  can  now  be  enforced,  after  a  lapse  of  180 
years,  without  any  claim  having  been  ever  advanced  to  the 
improved  rents  of  the  estate^  is  a  question  which  may  admit  of 
considerable  doubt." 
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FREE  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL.— PUBLIC  MEETING. 

A  public  meeting  was  held  in  tbe  Gaildliiill,  on  Toesdaj  em^ng,  Mansii  Cih, 
1860,  for  the  purpooe  of  taking  into  ooiuldaratioii  the  proposed  erectioii  of  a  new 
Gfammar  Sohool  and  muier's  houae^  in  oonnection  vitli  tliow  diaritiaa^  witboai 

the  limits  of  the  borougb.~Mr.  Kclsall  oooipied  the  diair.    In  opadaag  tbe 
proceedings,  he  said  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  iuhabitants  of  the  to\m  to  saa 
that  the  intentions  of  the  benevolent  individuals  who  had  left  cliaritiea  to  the  town 
were,  as  far  as  possiltln,  fairly  carried  out.    The  spccinl  business  of  the  meeting 
was  (()  consider  a  inat tor  wliicli  hail  recently  transpired  iii  coiinccti'iu  vith  the 
Ciruiumar  School,    It  so  happened  that  the  trustees  of  the  chaiitics  in  Stafl'ord 
had  not  long  ago  concocted  and  privately  sent  up  a  scheme  to  the  Chaiity  Com- 
miiwimiftra  in  London,  propusiug  aa  exdunge  of  a  piece  of  land,  iiiiie  acrea  in 
extent*  for  one  of  8ix«oret»inorderth«taQ]»minar  SeihoQ],  tndabooaefor  tlw 
master  might  be  erected.  Now,  upon  looking  orer  kit  Satnrday'a  SUgfordMre 
Advertiser  they  found  that  the  treasurer  had  onlr  £14  odd  in  hand.  The  obarity 
was  already  saddled  with  a  pension  of  £35  a-year  to  the  late  nuistcr,  to  wliicb 
another  £15  a-year  ^mxiKI  have  Ixen  aild(  il  liad  there  been  no  opposition  to  the 
proposal,  and  it'  the  present  seheine  ^ve^c  earned  out  they  would  also  lose  the 
income  of  tlic  nine  acres,  which  amounted  annually  to  something  like  t  U),  as  wcU 
as  having  to  p;iy  out  of  the  charity  an  annual  sum  of  £1/5  as  an  iutei-cst  upon  a 
mortgage  of  £2,500,  which  it  wda  proposed  to  contract  for  the  purpose.  Aud 
they  must  xememlier  that  to  carry  outtheadieinee&otiiaUjrthereiiiiiatbeallxst- 
daas  school  established.  The  c^itation  fees  woohl  be  so  latgdy  incteased  that 
it  wonld  be  oat  of  the  power  of  poor  persons  to  send  ihdrdiildren  to  tiiesduxd. 
Upon  the  whole  he  thought  the  project  was  perfectly  unnecessary,  and  that  to 
carry  it  ijito  effect  woidd  be  to  exceed  the  intentions  of  the  original  donors.  He 
might  add  that  be  had  received  a  note  of  apology  from  Mr.  Gxiilith,  of  Kidder- 
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tniusler,  who  had  hnen  announred  to  deliver  aii  nxldiv^s  at  the  inc'  tin",  ^'TMl'woold 
have  been  iiresi-iil  hud  be  not  l)cou  prevented  by  unforeseen  eus:;igi'nu:nts. 

Mr.  fc>li:dlcniss  said  the  matter  before  them  wns  one  in  which  he  felt  a 
deep  interest,  aifceliug  as  it  did  the  inhabitants,  and  especially  the  working  clusscs 
of  the  borough.  It  was  by  the  merest  accident  that  he  bad  become  acqnaiuted 
with  the  Mdieme  to  whidi  the  diainpan  had  aUnded,  and  which  had  been  aent  up 
in  a  aeeret  manner  by  the  tnuteee  of  the  charitjr  to  the  conrauasknien  in  London. 
TbA  tniateea  pmpoaed  eschanging  a  ineoe  of  hmd  oonaisting  of  9a.  Ijl  lip.,  for 
some  land  situate  on  the  Newport-road,  bekmging  to  Mr.  Wubb,  and  consisting 
of  Ga.  8b.  20?.  He  must  certainly  admit  at  once  that  if  the  scheme  extended  no 
further  than  the  cxehaiirjc  of  haul,  he  should  say  that  Mr.  Webb  liad  given  a  fair 
equivalent  for  the  school  land,  but  unfortunately  he  found  that  tl)c  trustees  wished 
in  addition  to  ertet  a  school  u|K>n  the  land.  By  creel iui,'  a  school  on  the  spot 
indicated,  the  school  property  which  they  would  have  to  sacrifice  would  be  equal 
to  a  rental  of  Jbilu  per  anauui.  Having  heard,  then,  thai  thi^  scheme  woa  in 
contemplatioii,  he  had  wxitten  a  note  of  enquiry  to  Mr.  Salt,  the  diairman  of  the 
tmeteee  of  the  Stallbid  charities,  hut  had  heen  nnaneoenfol  in  ohtahung  a  aatis* 
Cutory  answer  from  either  him  or  anj  one  of  the  tmateee;  and  he  had  heen 
consequently  driven  to  the  necessity  of  opening  a  correspondence  with  the 
G>mmi8sioners  in  London.  This  bad  resulted  in  a  determination  of  the  CommiS' 
sioncrs  to  send  down  a  special  inspector  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  the 
subject.  (Cheers.)  Of  that  prntlnninn's  vi^it,  however,  due  announccnicnt 
would  be  given,  and  he  trustcii  that  the  inhnbitnnts  of  the  borough  woidtl  be 
prepared,  and  attend  in  full  tiuiubt  rs,  in  order  that  the  matter  might  be  iuirly 
canvassed.  Mr.  Shallcross  then  proceeded  to  read  the  correspondence  which  had 
taken  place,  both  with  the  trostees  and  the  ooramiseioners.  Mr.  Salt,  to  whom 
he  at  first  applied,  was  from  home  at  the  time  he  wrote ;  Captam  Salt,  however, 
replied,  informing  him  of  the  drcamatane^  and  referring  him  to  one  of  the 
trostees.  He  next  wrote  to  Mr.  Morgan,  who  advised  him  to  bring  the  matter 
before  the  general  body  of  the  trustees.  Tic  accordingly  did  so,  and  received  a 
note  in  reply  from  Henry  Mortimer,  who  called  lumself  the  secretaiy  to  the 
Stafford  Charity  Tmstees,  as  foUows :~ 

"Old  liftnk.Htaffonl, 37th  Jan.,  1800. 
"  Sir,— I  am  dlrsetod  by  Ult  tnsleei  of  the  Stiibid  ctMrltcsto  My  Uiattb*  proeeedtngs 

nre  uol  stifTirii  ntly  tnfitnrcd  to  enable  Uicm  to  r^ply  to  th>'  ii;qiiirif«?  rnntnitirtt  in  yotir  I-  tti-r 
of  the  2Ut  iuBt.  to  Mr.  8al^  The  trustees  wish  roe  to  suio  further  that  it  lu  with  Ihvin  riuito 
•  iiMtt«ror«o«nM7,«iMl  noifif  neo«Mlt7,to  flnpply  yov  wltliUif  lafonDatioa  yon  Mk  for  when 
they  shall  be  in  s  position  to  afford  it." 

And  thus  the  trustees  not  only  instructed  their  clerk  to  refuse  him  the  information, 
but  to  insult  him,  and  through  htm  the  inhabitants  of  Stallurd.  He  nsrain,  how- 
ever, addressed  Mr.  6alt,  but  wa.s  not  more  successful,  and  ultimatt  ly  roiiiid  tliat 
he  had  no  alternative  left  hut  to  write  to  the  commissioners  direct  for  the  int'or- 
iuatiou  lie  sought,  whom  he  might  say  he  had  invariably  foiuid  to  act  gcutlemeu 
in  conducting  business  transactions.  To  his  first  commonication  they  replied  that 
thetmsteflB  "had  not  hitherto  aabmitted  to  the  fioard  axky  formal  application 
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relative  to  any  proposed  excimngc ;  "  hut  ou  the  10th  of  February  Mr.  Vaac,  the 
secretary,  wrote  thnt  an  application  proposing  the  exchange  of  land  had  bcvu 
made,  adding,  that  a(x:ordiug  to  the  btateiueut  and  valuatiou  submitted  to  ike 
oommissioners  the  exchange  mmU  aeem  beneilflul  to  the  eharity ;  bat  that  the 
commiwomwrB  were  leady  to  leceive  and  ooaaider  anr  welLfoimded  oloectioiiat, 
whifdi  he  might  offer  thereto.  He  made  a  fuiher  oommunioatioii  with  the  Board* 
mwitMiiinff  a  aummary  of  hia  objeotiona,  aahaeqeentl  j  to  haneg  an  interriew  with 
one  of  the  trustees.  After  recapittilating  the  terms  of  the  proposed  scheme^  hia 
letter  piooeeded— "I  may  tell  yoa  that  the  piece  of  school  land  is  worth  three  tiniM 
as  much  to  Mr.  Webb  as  to  any  one  else.  Tic  has  already  planted  trees  round  a 
part  of  it,  without  waiting  for  your  sanction  to  the  cxchan^^c.  The  erection 
of  a  new  school  is  the  pretext  for  the  exchange.  Mr.  AN  ebb  being  a  co-partuer 
of  Mr.  Salt's,  and  a  oo-tnistee,  and  having  a  great  iiitlueucc  over  the  other 
trustees,  it  behoves  u&  to  closely  scrutuiLze  thiii  exchauge.  All  that  was 
wanted  waa  anew  head  maater,  and  this  I  proved  befofe  you  iiupeelor.  If,  O. 
Martin,  Esq.,  at  the  kte  public  inquiry  into  the  Stafford  oharitiea.  Tbo  present 
grammar  adiooliB  good  enoogh  and  large  enoQgfa  for  the  poipoees  for  which  it  ia 
xeqnired,  and,  with  a  tmal  outlay,  it  might  be  made  very  oomfovtaUe.'*  Li » 
postscript  he  added— "The  funds  of  this  charity  arc  in  snch  a  state  that  the 
strictest  economy  ought  to  be  practised  to  get  them  right  again.  By  using  the 
old  school  they  have  no  rent  to  pay :  by  erecting  a  new  one  they  will  have  to  pay 
what  is  equal  to  an  annual  rental  of  £115,  as  shown  below.  The  estimate  for  the 
new  school,  Mr.  John  Morgan,  a  trustee,  told  mo  this  niorning,  is  £2,5(X\  which 
they  mean  to  raise  in  this  way  ;  sell  out  of  consols,  sale  of  old  school, 

£200;  laud  to  railway  company,  £200 ;  loan  from  Mr.  Salt,  £500:  total,  £2.5<XJ. 
Now,  they  will  sacrifice  by  doing  tbia— rent  of  hmd,  £32 ;  rent  of  old  school,  say 
£15 ;  £1,600  ocmsols  at  three  per  cent,  £li6;  interest  on  £600  at  four  per  oen^ 
£90:  equal  to  arentalof  £115.  All  the  6^  8b.  IKIp.  will  be  attached  to  the  now 
school,  except  the  little  the  railway  company  intend  to  purchase.  No  rent  will 
be  madeof  any  portion  of  it."  The  last  letter  which  he  recc  ived  contained  the 
announcement  he  had  already  mmlc  to  them,  that  the  board  had  determined  to 
send  down  an  inspector.  He  begged  in  conclusion,  to  move  the  following  rcsolu- 
fiont— "That  this  meeting  condemns  the  proposed  erection  of  a  new  graniniar 
school  and  ina.ster's  house  out  of  the  borough,  as  contrary  to  the  intention  of  the 
founder ;  and  that,  looking  at  the  present  state  of  the  finances  of  the  charity,  it 
considers  the  trustees  are  not  justified  in  expending  upwards  of  £3,000  in  sndi  an 
erection,  espedally  after  having  so  recently  layished  the  sum  ci  £470  upon  tibe 
appointment  of  twdve  new  tmatees." 

Mr.  6.  Matthews  seconded  the  motion,  and  it  was  carried  onanunoualjr. 

Mr.  J.  Batkin  mquired  whether  the  privibgesl  of  the  school  weie  limited  to 
the  borough,  or  extended  to  the  county. 

Mr.  BballerosB  said  he  had  never  heard  that  the  privileges  were  extended 
beyond  the  honndaries  of  the  borongh. 
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Ifr.  Bfttkin  aaid  that  under  titose  circumsttnoeft  it  did  not  seem  tk^bi  tbat  tbe 
building  should  be  removed  beyond  the  liniits  of  the  borough. 

In  answer  to  a  farther  question,  Mr.  SbaUcross  said  he  bad  been  told  by  Mr. 

Salt,  tluit  in  conspqnence  of  the  present  low  state  of  the  finances  of  the  charity, 
they  would  not  be  able  to  have  an  usher  or  second  master,  and  wouUl  be  also 
unable  to  g^ivc  as  large  a  salary  as  had  been  usual  to  the  head  master.  They  had 
at  first  agreed  to  give  the  recently  created  hciid  master  £100  a-ycar ;  but  at  a 
subsequent  meeting  it  was  decided  to  give  him  an  additional  £40  m  lieu  of  a 
reaideiioe.  Be  woold  also  bo  allowed  to  have  pupil  boardos^  for  the  pnrpoee  of 
ekeing  oat  his  salary,  fie  had  not  tho  lesst  doabt  that^  in  oonseqqence  of  these 
apeases,  the  oapitation  fees  would  be  raised  still  higher.  The  present  inoome  of 
the  school  was  rather  over  £300  a-year. 

Mr.  B.  Batkin  then  proposed  a  resolution  to  the  eficct  that  the  meeting 
disapproved  the  practice  of  the  charity  trustees  of  the  borough  in  transacting 
public  business  with  closed  doors,  and  that  they  also  disapproved  their  sending 
the  application  to  the  Commissioners,  without  consulting  the  inhabitanta  as  to  the 
desirability  of  the  i)ropo.setl  cxclian??©. 

Mr.  H.  Dawson  seconded  the  resolution^  and  it  waa  carried  uuuiumously. 

Mr.  Shsllorosa  said  that  before  the  next  proposition  was  put,  he  woold  call 
attention  to  two  or  three  things  to  show  both  how  some  of  the  charities  had 
become  deteriorated,  and  how  the  pooar  of  Stafford  had  conseqqently  suffiBred  a 
leas.  Urst,  witb  refeience  to  Izaak  Walton's  charity.  Formeriy  that  iarm  nsed 
to  be  let  for  £86  per  annum ;  but  last  year,  although  the  price  of  land  had 
generally  increased,  it  only  produced  £55  Os.  lOd. ;  and  there  was  a  consequent 
loss  to  the  poor  of  £30  10s.  2d.  In  1836,  the  value  of  the  coals  distributed  to  the 
poor  amounted  to  £7-,  wherea.s  during  the  past  year  all  the  money  spent  in  their 
distribution  amounted  oidy  to  £31.  He  could  instance  another  remai-kablc  item. 
In  consequence  uf  the  trustees  not  having  made  wiiai  they  ought  of  Izaak 
Walton's  charity,  there  bad  been  no  leas  a  sum  lost  than  £690  in  33 
years.  (Shame.) 

Alderman  Wiif^t  pvopcaed  that  a  cofj  of  the  foregoing  zesolntiona  sboiild  be 
sent  to  the  Charity  Gommusioners.  In  referenoe  to  the  prerioiia  motion,  he 
might  say  that  there  were  only  two  public  bodies  in  the  town  who  conducted  their 
proceedings  with  closed  doors— the  Charity  Tniateea  and  the  Board  of  Guardians. 

Mr.  Heath  seconded  the  resolution,  and  it  was  carried. 
Mr.  Shallcross  said  he  wtis  in  possession  of  the  accounts  of  the  charity,  which 
would  be  open  for  the  inspection  of  any  person  who  wished  to  investigate  them. 
The  meeting  shortly  afterwards  separated. 


To  iy  EDITOR  ^  tkt  aTAFFOBDSHIBS  ADFEBTISBB, 
Sd,-^!  wsa  ^ad  to  see  advertised  in  year  last  Satuday's  hnpressibii,  an 
aoooont  of  the  inoome  and  expenditure  of  the  Stafford  Charities,  fromwhiolkl 
glean  that  they  amoont  inthe  aggregate  to  the  goodly  sum  o£  £800  per  annum. 
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This  sum,  if  apiilicd  to  the  poor  of  the  town,  as  iutrudcd  by  tlie  serwal  donors, 
would  very  much  Ia  uelit  lliciii ;  l>ut  out  of  tkis  amouut,  1  iiud  Ihc  poor  Liave  less 
AanonA-eighLii,  ix.,  £96  lSa.,v1wnMdieeB0i!iiiiMif  iOttcf  £399  16a.  lOd.  has 
been  expended  in  law  diarges.  Now»  wbelflieee  lawclwrgeioBa]inn,or«fcat 
rigkt  the  tnatoce  ean  luife^  whoefer  ther  inej  bflb  to  q^endthe  HMne^ 
in  hew,  I  ahonld  like  very  much  to  be  enlightened  npon,  ae  I  tm,  yri^wmj 
others,  quite  in  the  dark  on  the  subject.  Bat  one  thing  I  can  bdiev^r-ike 
d  ikreat  persona  wlio  left  these  charities  ncTcr  expected  the  greater  portion  of 
them  would  be  ^wallowpfl  up  in  Inw.  For  my  part  1  shovihi  say,  let  Hiny.-  who  pro 
to  law  pay  for  it  out  ot  their  own  poc  ki't^i.  Then  there  la  a  surveyor,  who  receives 
£1S  15s.  ns  siihiry.  T  cannot  miderstaud  wl):it  they  want  a  surreyor  for;  but, 
being  a  puur  wurkiug  utau,  I  eauuul  ^jcrhup^  bee  ho  I'ar  U5  buuic  who  uxa  called  big 
ones.  The  teal  of  the  money  I  find  is  spent  in  paying  tradesmens'  btUs  and 
tahnjea  to  ecdiooilmaaten.  But  I  don't  know  when  the  poor  manfeta  the  hcaeit 
of  the  aehoo^  aa  ho  cannot  send  hia  sons  to  it  qnleaa  they  know  nxm  thaa  meat 
working  men  can  pay  for  h&wias  them  tanght,  aa  thejanat  hare  a  good  knowledge 
of  reading,  writingj  and  arithmetic,  and  then  they  must  pay  10s.  per  quarter,  and 
for  all  books  needfnl  brides.  I  remember  the  time  when  this  so  called  '*  free  " 
school  was  in  reality  free — wlirn  n  poor  boy  could  learn  everytliinu:  needful,  and 
without  hi.«i  parents  having  anything  to  g»f.  rorhi^^  aome  one  will  enlightcax  me 
on  these  few  remarks. 

Yours,  &c., 

A  WORKING  BUBGE8S. 

Stafford,  March  5, 1800. 


FREE  GllAxMMAR  SCnuUL.—PUmJC  INQUIRY. 

r.  O.  Martin,  Ksf|.,  an  Insjicetor  of  the  Charity  Commission  of  Enghmd  and 
Wales,  presided  al  an  imjiiiry  into  the  proposed  erection  of  u  new  Grammar 
School  and  exchange  of  laud,  held  at  the  Ciuiid  HalJ  on  Wednesday  nioruiug  last, 
April  4th,  18G0.  There  were  present  Drs.  Knight  aud  llarland,  Ikv.  W.  E, 
Ckildw  till.  Captain  Salt,  AI  J*.,  Messrs.  Griffin,  Tumock,  Turner,  Morgan,  Wright, 
Salt,  Sandford,  Jone^.  ShalknMB,  Kelsall,  John  Morgan,  and  about  a  hundred  of 
theinhalutaDta  of  the  town. 

Mr.  Martin,  in  opening  the  pvooeedinga,  said  he  belief  ed  the  business  for 
which  tiiey  were  assembled  was  that  of  oonBidcrlng  a  proposed  exchange  of  land 
and  the  seleetion  of  a  site  fcur  a  new  school.  IIo  thought  the  better  pLsm  would  be 
to  commence  the  inquirj'  by  recapitulating  what  had  alrt;ady  been  done;  and  for 
this  purpose  he  would  read  to  them  an  extract  from  hia  report  on  the  Borough 
Charities  in  general   It  was  as  follows : — 

"The  8cnooi>nonsE.— The  school  is  a  substantial  stone  buildinn*.  erected  in 
1813,  in  Gaol- square,  near  tiic  north  end  of  the  town.  It  stands  in  a  buiail  wailed 
yard  or  playground,  over  a  kind  of  crypt  (formerly  a  stable),  oontaiuing  privies, 
to,  and  a  ooal  and  dost  bin,  A  wklewindmg  atancase  is  the  only  cntnmoe. 
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Hie  sil  n.ii  ion  }n  not  trnod.  The  windows  arc  frequently  hrokrn  hy  stones  thrown 
by  b*\vs  iiluyhig  in  the  streets.  The  building  consists  of  a  siucrlc  room,  51  fert  0 
incb^  long,  17  feet  wide,  and  about  14  feet  hi^h  from  the  sprini?  of  the  roof.  If  is 
divided  into  two  schools,  English  auU  Luliii,  by  un  open  arch.  These  were  fortitci  ly 
separated  by  a  partition.  There  are  nine  sash  wudovs,  two  at  each  end,  and  hvc 
on  the  north  aide.  Then  afe  alio  veufcilaton  m  the  roof.  Li  theacnith  wsll 
there  are  v^gsmMes,  for  book*,  hata»  fte.  The  How  fa  of  wood.  The  rooins 
aie  named  by  two  of  Araott'a  atofes.  T^eie  fa  no  naideDOe  for  tiie  maater,  Dor 
any  retiring  room  or  class  room.**  At  the  time  of  writing  this  rcporl ,  he  (Iftp, 
Martin)  api)ended  the  foUoving  lemarks :  "  The  first  step  towards  the  improre- 
mont  of  the  sc1hk>1  i.s  to  secure  a  new  head  master,  who  sli.nll  enjoy  the  confidence 
of  the  Irn-^t -i"^  ami  of  the  town.  Jt  is  clear  that  now  there  would  .scarcely  l>e  ri 
schol  ir  wcrt-'  it  not  for  the  Eugliih  school,  which,  however,  is  not  suj)enor,  il 
indeed,  it  be  c< in al  to  the  better  class  of  Naliunal  Schools,  where  the  iiaynicnts 
are  only  from  id.  to  3d.  per  head  por  weeL  Until  the  character  of  the  school  is 
nosed  aoid  the  demand  for  obinoal  edueaticm  beeonea  greater,  H  voold  pcrhni^s 
beadTjaaUetoiedacetbeeaiiiUitwii  feca.  The  next  step  ia  to  aeeoraaproper 
aehoobooBSy  phTgrannd,  and  hooae  for  the  asaater,  a  matter  attended  with  no 
email  difficulty.  The  present  poaitHm  of  the  recipients  of  Sutton's  gift,  who  ere 
called  nobles,  but  who,  notwithstanding  their  nobility,  are,  in  fact,  servitors,  and 
dean  out  the  school,  is  altoj^cther  ol)jectionable.  Troviision  for  cleaning  the 
school  slm'iltl  be  made  out  of  the  head  money,  and  tlic  ^ift  conrcrtcd  into  a 
prize."  hmcc  the  time  be  had  written  this  he  understood  there  had  been  a 
pri>]^<)s:il  made  to  exchange  a  certain  part  of  the  land  belonging  to  the  trustees 
for  some  other  lands  in  the  neighbourhood,  bat  that  objections  had  been  made  to 
the  adoption  of  thb  eovae.  The  qaeftioa  simply  oooaidezed,  leadred  itself  into 
the  inqmry  "  Shali  there  or  ahaU  then  not  be  a  niaaters'a  honae  ereetedP" 

Ur.  ShaUcraea  said  the<iQeation  had  another  bearing,  tu.,  whether  the  achool 
ahonU  be  removed  from  ita  present  site  out  of  the  limita  of  the  borough. 

Mr.  Martin  then  read  over  a  portion  of  the  oorrc^pondencc  wfiich  had  taken 
place  between  the  trustees,  Mr.  Sballcross,  and  the  Charity  Commissioners. 
The  proposal  to  cfTcct  the  exchange  of  land,  <l-c.,  w;\s  as  follows : — "  1.  The  rooms 
now  used  for  carrying  on  the  school  are  two  rooms  iu  the  upper  story  of  a 
builiiinf?  in  the  town  of  Stafford,  one  of  the  rooins  hein?  used  for  the  upper  and 
the  other  for  the  lower  school.  2.  These  rooms  belong  to  the  trustess  of  the 
achool,  uul  being  the  only  aeeamaaodalion  for  tiie  acboo^  are  Yery  immfideat  and 
ineonvenieni  for  the  purpose.  8.  The  lower  part  of  the  said  bviUnig  doca  not 
belong  to  the  tnateea,  and  they  hare  no  control  over  it.  4.  There  ia  no  honae 
aqpfraprialed  to  or  mhiA&  for  the  reajdenee  of  the  master  of  the  adioo],  and 
there  is  no  house  or  building  upon  the  estate  of  the  school  fit  r  proper  or  capable 
of  bemg  rendered  available  for  school-rooms  or  residence.  5.  There  is  no  play- 
ground for  the  hoys,  0.  It  is  very  desirable  and  ncccfssary  for  the  benefit  of  the 
school  that  proper  rooms,  playground,  and  residence  for  the  head  masti  r  should 
bo  provided ;  but  there  is      on  tie  estates  any  site  convenient  or  proper  for  tlu; 
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anme.  7.  The  tnutees  «re  seised  snd  possessed  of  the  foor  sevend  pieoes  of  land 
first  hereinafter  described,  iu  fee-simple^  in  trust  for  and  ns  i)art  of  the  estates  of 

the  s-.id  school,  and  which  four  pieces  of  land  contain  9a.  Lr.  14p.   Tlie  said 
trustees  are  also  seised  and  possessed  in  fee-simple  as  further  part  of  the  estates, 
of  a  rcnt-chnrfrc  of  £1  ITs.  3d.,  charged  npcm  lands  the  property  of  John  fTenson 
AVebb,  one  of  the  trustees.   9.  The  value  of  the  fee-simple  of  tlic  buid  pitces  of 
laud,  as  the  trustees  arc  advised,  is  ihc  mm  of  £2,233;  and  of  tlic  a^iid  rent- 
charge.  Lb  J  iOs. ;  making  a  lotal  of  i2,2bb  lOs.   10.  The  said  J.  IL  Webb  is 
sei^  aiul  po^essed  in  fee-simple  of  the  pieoe  of  Isud  nert  hereinafter  mentioned^ 
described  in  the       aooompsmed  with  the  baildings  thereon,  yis.,  6a.  2b»  SQp. 
The  value  of  the  last^mentioned  hmd  and  building  is^  as  the  tnistees  ave  adTiaed, 
£3^12  10s.,  the  land  being  worth  £3»81S,  and  the  bnildings  £600.    11.  The 
bafldiugs  consist  of  cowhouses,  piggeries,  barn,  garden,  house,  and  walls.  12. 
The  last-mentioned  piece  of  laud  adjoins  the  town,  and  is  within  the  municipal 
borough  of  Stafford.    It  will  afford  a  very  convenient  site  for  the  schoolroom?,  n 
residence  for  the  ht;ivl  master,  and  a  pI:\T«^und.   Tlie  buildings  th(  rt  ou  are 
capable  of  being  couvutcd,  at  a  small  txi^  nsc,  into  useful  outbuiUUuga  for  such 
rooms  and  residence,   13.  The  said  J.  11.  \V  ebb,  being  dcsiious  to  improve  the 
school,  is  willing  to  convey  to  the  trustees  the  last-mentioned  piece  of  land,  with 
the  bnildings  thercou,  in  eotchange  for  the  foor  heretnafter-mentknied  pieoes  of 
land  and  the  said  rent-oharge.  The  exofaange  wiU  be  highly  beneficial  to  the 
school.'* 

Mr.  Shallcross  begged  to  suggest  that  the  minute  book  of  the  tmstees  should 

be  sent  for ;  they  might  then  sec  who  proposed  the  exchange. 

Mr.  Martin  said  he  thought  he  \vas  a  little  too  quick.  The  question  Ix  fnre 
them  was  not  to  dctermiuc  who  proposed  the  exchange,  but  whetht  r  it  was  a 
a  proper  mil  isurc.  Ho  winted  to  kuow  how  fur  the  proposed  site  and  the  old 
estate  were  Ji;>t-u;iL  froiii  tlit-  Guiluhall. 

Mr.  Shallcross  replied,  aboout  600  and  200  yards  respectively.  He  thought 
tiiat  08  the  trustees  hud  prononnoed  the  exdiange  "  ben^eial**  in  thebr  eonmiuu* 
catiim,  it  was  dearly  their  dnty  to  prove  it  so. 

Mr.  Martin  thought  that  as  the  trustees  were  present  in  the  eievdse  of  their 
discretion  and  jndgment,  it  should  be  assamed  that  they  were  acting  bona fide  for 
the  good  of  the  charity,  and  Mr.  Shallcroas  should  therefore,  by  right,  state  his 
obj(  I  tions  to  the  course  they  were  pursuing.  For  his  own  part,  he  was  strongly 
of  opinion,  ns  mi^ht  bo  sccu  from  his  report  of  his  preceding  visit,  that  the  pre- 
scTit  school-room  was  iusulliciout  fuid  improper.  He  thought  it  was  very  desirable 
iudccd  that  there  should  be  n  play-irround  for  the  boys,  .'ind  a  liouscfor  the  master 
to  live  in.  ^V'ith  regard  to  the  deterioration  of  the  property  which  would  ensue, 
it  was  Tery  dear  that,  ii  the  master  had  a  honae  to  live  in,  it  would  be  only  equi- 
Talent  to  his  extra  aalary  withoot  a  house. 

The  Eer.  W.  E.  Coldwdl  said  the  exduoge  was  palpaUy  for  theadTamtageof 
the  town.  He  had  been  in  the  town  38  years,  and  knew  (he  posttioii  wdl.  His 
had  been  on  the  ground  and  over  it,  and  thought  theaitufitioatheBiOBtadfan- 
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lageovis  that  could  be  obiumd  for  the  pm-pose,  especially  as  ilte  niaaier  was  to 
have  boarders.  It  \rn.s  close  to  the  railway  station,  and  people  could  therefore 
come  from  all  parts  of  the  country  directly  to  the  spot,  IIo  hud  bcea  here  38 
years,  :ind  lie  never  in  his  life  knew  anytliiog  done  for  the  benefit  of  the  town 
thut  did  not  meet  with  opposition  from  the  toMmspoople. 

Mr.  Martin  reami  kcd  that  that  was  the  way  tilings  got  sifted.  Between  the 
upper  and  nether  millstones  the  trath  came  out.  (Laughter.) 

Dr.  Knight  sud  he  was  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  aite  of  the  preflent 
■dioob^  md  he  cooaidered  it  the  most  nnhevlthy  sitiiatioii  in  Stafford. 

Mr.  Shalkroaa.— How  nanr  yean  have  you  been  aoqoainted  with  that  fact  F 

Dr.  Knight. — Before  you  were  bom. 

Mr.  Shallcross.— Then  wbj  did  not  you  proteat  agaanat  the  idaee  before  P 

A  sliont  of  applause  from  some  of  the  persons  present  followed  this  question, 
bnt  it  was  immediately  qncllcd  by  the  Inspector  remarking,  that  if  it  were  repeated 
he  cortaiTily  shouldn't  turn  thcoi  out,  but  should  retire  to  some  room  to  which  the 
porter  would  not  admit  them. 

Dr.  Knight  continued  by  observing,  that  the  bohool  was  in  the  iiuiuediatc  vici- 
nity of  an  udiealthj  atream,  whidi  polluted  the  town.  The  Innatie  a^faun,  which 
waa  50  yaxda  from  the  ditch,  was  alliBoted  by  it,  aa  wasaUw  the  atmosphere  withm 
the  walk  of  the  gaoL  With  referenoe  to  the  new  aite  for  tiie  achoola,  he  thought 
it  was  more  healthy  than  the  old  one. 

Mr.  ThoBoas  Deakiu  inquired  whether  the  brook  referred  to  waa  not  frequently 
dammed  up  in  order  to  supply  the  asylum  meadows  F 

Mr.  Josepli  Riley  said  it  was. 

Dr.  Harland  wished  to  corroljoratc  Dr.  Kiki.L;lit'.s  opinion  upon  the  unlicallbi- 
uess  of  the  sit^  of  the  present  seliool.  lie  had  been  a  trustee  for  two  years,  and 
as  soon  as  he  lieard  of  Ihc  proposal  lor  a  change  he  acquiesced  in  it.  lie  thought 
the  preaent  playground  an  exceedingly  ondeairable  one.  He  donbted  whether  there 
was  any  possibility  of  deansing  the  stream^  since  it  waa  in  a  measure  stagnant,  and 
filth  to  a  great  extent  oouaequently  aocnmulated.  There  might  have  been 
instances  in  which  boys  in  the  school  had  suffered  from  malaria  which  it  oecasioned, 
but  he  had  no  personal  knowledge  of  them. 

Dr.  Knight  said  he  knew  from  extensive  experience  that  tlie  tlitcli  was  likely 
to  produce  disease ;  but  lie  had  not  been  caiicd  in  to  attend  at  the  school,  and 
therefore  he  could  not  particularise  any  cases. 

Mr.  Sandford,  an  inspector  of  schoob,  here  offered  some  remarks  upon  the 
necessity  of  providing  phiygrounds  for  the  children,  and  upon  the  dasa  of  people 
to  whom  grammar  schools  were  especially  suitable* 

Mr.  Shallcross  wished  to  know  how  the  trustees  intended  realising  the  money 
to  raise  a  new  school,  in  tlic  event  of  the  cxchang-c  being  effected  ;  but  he  would 
first  ask  whether  the  stalctncnt  of  aca>unts  whicli  the  trustees  had  published  in 
the  Advertittr  was  a  correct  copy  of  that  filed  ui  the  office  of  the  Charity 
Commissioners. 

Mr.  Salt.— No;  it  has  not  been  sent  up. 

Mr,  bhaUcroas  said  that  what  he  wished  to  point  oat  was  that^  apart  from  the 


Digitized  by  Google 


t 


608 


APFXIIDIX. 


published  aocoTint,  the  trustees  h;ul  u  separate  and  iiriv.itc  one,  so  that  soiue 
the  moneys  wiiich  they  received  they  did  nut  account  for  to  tlic  jmhlie. 

Tiic:  Inspector  aguiii  drc\f  attcutiuu  to  the  object  for  which  iic  iiaJ  expreaaly 
come  down,  and  tlic  subject  was  dropped. 

AldeniuutWiiglilsaidtliat  in  bis  «q[uiiiaii  the  moTiog  of  tfae  acliool  vonld  be 
▼eiy  vivnat.  He  had  oerer  hetrd  of  aaj  ooe  djnofS  fnm  the  eSBcto  of  the  drain. 
As  to  the  ezohange  of  land,  he  thought  it  vonld  be  of  vny  pett  adfanisge  to 
the  trustees. 

Mr.  Martb  then  raad  over  the  commimicaiioiiiof  Mr.  ShaUcroM  to  the  Charity 
CommiaaionGrs,  rebtxre  to  the  proposed  scheme. 

Mr.  John  ^loi^n  said  he  begged  distinctly  to  deny  that  he  made  nny  assertioD 
to  Mr.  Shrdlcross  siiuihir  to  tlmt  mentioned  in  the  letter.  Wh:it  he  hfid  said  wna 
that  by  sale  of  stock  iu  the  ouusols  and  of  the  school  £1/MX)  or  1:^'K»  might  be 
raised,  and  tiiat  the  rcm.iinins  £.^00  ini^ht  \yp  obfaiiu  d  l)y  the  s;de  of  laud  to  the 
railway  couiiiauy,  by  subscriptiou,  or  by  a  loiui.  The  sehcuic,  however,  was  at 
that  tune  s  cnide  o&^  and  he  had  not  spoken  distinotrrely  upon  the  mattCT. 

The  Inspector  then  read  the  resolutions  which  had  been  passed  at  the  public 
moetniK  renaariLing  that  the  second  rcadhition  amounted  to  a  condemnation  of 
of  the  law  aepaxatmg  mnnicipBl  bodies  from  eharity  commissioners.  He  under- 
stood that  then  was  an  agreement  that  the  master  of  the  grammar  sdiool  shoaM 
take  boarden.  and  he  wished  to  point  out  to  tlu  m  that  this  regulation  was  of 
great  intportancc.  He  thought  that  education  in  this  countiy  ought  to  be  so  ma- 
naged, that  people  from  the  vcn,'  lowest  conditions  of  society  might  be  able  toriso 
to  the  liic;hcst.  Now,  by  means  of  allowmg  bonrdrrs  to  he  taken  nt  the  school, 
they  would  keep  it  in  a  position  jii?t  above  tliat  to  whieh  it  had  lately  fallen.  They 
would  prcs>erve  it  from  dropping  to  decay,  uiiil  maintaiu  it  in  a  state  of  ctiicieiicy. 
It  was  also  desirable,  in  his  opinion,  to  have  the  residence  of  the  master  attached  ; 
and  if,  by  all  these  means,  thqr  got  the  sdiool  u{>on  a  good  looting,  the  number  of 
scholars  would  soon  be  increased.  Nor  did  he  think  that  the  system  of  taking 
capitation  foes  should  be  abolbhed,  for  they  must  remember  that  sn  cducataoo 
giren  for  nothing  was  generally  bad.  Still  he  eonsiilcred  that  the  sum  ou^t  to 
be  paid  to  the  master  rather  in  the  nature  of  a  retaiuini;  fee. 

Mr.  Shallcross  observed  tliat  with  rccrard  to  the  taking  in  of  pupil  boarders, 
there  was  one  j^ricvancc  of  whieii  the  inhabitants  had  loudly  complained.  The 
tnistees  had  advertised  for  pupii  boaiders,  ))ut  had  put  out  no  advert iscmciits  for 
day  boarders,  so  that  the  chddrcn  of  the  poorer  classes  might  have  an  opportunity 
of  entering  the  school. 

The  Inspector  said  that  whw  they  got  a  good  sdiool  in  the  place,  they  would 
find  that  the  people  of  the  town  would  soon  flock  to  it. 

Mr.  Shallerofls  proceeded  to  say  that  he  was  never  more  startled  than  on 
Monday  last,  when  he  paid  a  visit  to  the  Grammar  School  Of  all  dirty,  filthy 
{daces  he  had  ever  l)een  mto^  that  was  the  dirtiest.  (Alderman  Tamock :  The 
now  master  had  ouly  been  there  a  week.)  lie  fonnd  the  desks  coverfHl  with  dust, 
and  the  water-closets  in  a  most  iiltby  slate.  The  head  master  was  engaged  in 
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leacliiiig  seven  little  b(»ys  Latin ;  while  the  English  master,  n  n:rntleinan  wlio  liaU 
to  the  best  of  his  abih'ty  discharged  the  duties  of  his  olhce,  wa.s  tenehing-  twelve 
or  fourteen  other  little  boys.  It  was  tlic  opinion  botli  of  hiinsclf  and  of  Mr. 
Kebull,  who  accomjianicd  him,  that  the  school  was  capable  of  acconimodating  at 
least  SO  scholars.  He  was  quite  at  a  loss  tu  understand  why  the  trustees  wanted 
a  larger  adtoci  vlitle  th^  had  ao  few  attendants.  He  mamtained  that,  taking 
into  oonsideratum  the  wretched  state  of  the  school  Hauausu,  now  was  the  my 
worst  time  that  an  exchange  of  land  ootdd  have  been  prelected. 

Mr.  J.  Ibllows  wished  to  know  whether  Mr.  Shaliorofla  had  obaerred  any 
attempts  made  to  ventilate  tlio  school ? 

Mr.  Shallcross  said  he  bad  not.  All  the  windows  were  dirty,  and  none  of 
tlieni  were  do^ni.  TTe  thought  from  what  he  then  saw  of  the  school  that  it  could 
be  ventilated  at  a  slight  expense. 

Mr.  Follows  remarkeii  that  there  was  a  pool  of  sttiguant  water  alimit  30  yards 
from  the  new  site,  which  the  railw^  company  had  endeavoured  tu  uii  up. 

Mr.  ShaUcioss  said  be  inquired  of  the  English  masterwbat  the  capitation  fees 
wer^  and  was  toU  19s.  muler  the  <dd,  and  15s.  nnder  the  new  soheme.  He  (Mr. 
KiaUeroas)  thought  tbat  if  a  new  sdiool  were  built  these  wonld  be  oonsidenfatjr 
increased,  so  as  to  prsdade  the  admission  of  the  poorer  dasaes. 

!Mr  Tliomas  Salt  (Broad  Eye)  thought  thattoexoban^e  the  land  would  be  to 
give  u  bad  precedent  to  trustees  of  future  years.  lie  also  entertained  an 
objeetiou  to  the  grammar  school  being  removed  beyond  the  limits  of  the  borough. 
By  a  proper  ventilation,  and  by  areliin,?  over  the  drain,  he  thought  the  present 
school  might  be  made  to  answer  all  purposes.  As  to  the  snjjcrior  et)nvenieuce 
afforded  upon  the  new  site  fur  sending  children  hy  rail,  he  did  uul  suppose  tho 
people  of  Stafford  wanted  to  send  them  that  way.  (Laughter.) 

Mr.  Dawson  said  they  could  send  their  ohihhren  to  private  academies  for  tho 
same  money  aa  thqr  now  paid  (at  capitation  fees  at  the  Grammar  SdiooL 

Mr.  Martin  then  read  an  ahstiact  of  the  aooonnta  of  the  general  durities, 
from  which  we  extract  the  foUowini:  items  with  reference  to  the  school :— Income 
of  charities  for  the  school,  £410  15s.  6d. ;  for  the  schokrs  there,  £5  Gs.  8d. ; 
driKisltcd  in  the  consols,  jKl,5(V7  ISs.  5d. ;  rent  of  school  land  f75.v.  Or.  7r.), 
L-2'X\  10s. ;  tithe  rent  charge,  £-25  Is.  9d. ;  payment  from  the  Corporation  to  the 
i»chotil,  ttZ  l^s.  9d.  The  results  of  the  charities  are — four  sermons  at  an 
avenigc  of  lis.  Sd.  each  ;  two  boys  taught  Latin  ;  eighteen  boys  tanght  Euglisli, 
&c. ;  four  scholars  receive  a  general  education ;  twelve  almspeople,  at  Is.  3d.  per 
week ;  two  ditto,  at  nil;  two  apprentices,  at  £5 ;  nine  apprentices,  at  iS3  lOs. ; 
two  dothmg  ipftst  now  oonverted  into  monqr  gilt^of  £1;  one  poor  maid,  at  £6; 
twenty  widows  or  widowers,  at  £1  Is.  per  annam ;  nine  widows  at  lOs.  ditto ; 
six  widowi^atfis.  ditto;  twelve  widows^  at  da.  6d.  ditto;  forty  widows,  at  6d. 
ditto ;  ten  poor  burgesses,  at  £2 ;  six  poor  people,  at  5s. ;  177  poor  people,  at  3s. ; 
250  poor  people,  nt  9s.  fid. ;  3G0  poor  people,  at  fid. ;  100  gifts  of  coals,  at  Is. 
ciidi;  twelve  gifts  of  coats,  at  Os.  Sd.  each;  901-  loaves.  The  Inspector  then 
read  the  following  observations  upon  the  charities  gcuendly The  attention  cf 
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the  commissioners  is  called  to  the  wretched  "college"  or  "almshouse*'  into 
uhic  h,  though  inteuiU  il  for  twelve,  t  i^'iiteea  persons,  some  of  them  married,  are 
now  crowded.  A  inbLTable  piltauce  ol'  Is.  3d.  per  week,  subdivided  in  several 
cases  in  cou&equeucc  of  the  cxcc6d  of  iiuuutcs,  ekes  out  the  piirish  ullowauce. 
The  decUon  of  almspeople  should  be  disoontmiied,  and  as  the  inmates  die  ol^ 
their  idaoes  ahonld  be  kept  open  tiU  th^  are  zedooed  to  a  miinber  whic]i  the 
endowment,  with  other  gifts  which  might  with  proiiriety  be  joined  with  it,  wonld 
be  suffident  to  snpporL  Thb  snms  which  might  without  impropriety  thns  be 
applied  arc — from  Sutton's  Charity,  £2  per  annum;  from  Walton's,  £90; 
Farmer's,  £10;  Fowler's,  £11;  making  a  total,  with  the  present  income,  of 
ISO  "IHs.  per  annum  ;  which  would  give  5s.  per  week  for  seven  almspeople.  To 
this  arrangement  tlic  coiisi  at  of  Lord  Shrewsbury,  who  is  entitled  to  present  two 
almspeople,  mi;;ht  no  tloubt  be  obtained.  The  £5  Cs.  6d.  paid  from  Suttoa's 
Charity  to  the  schuol  might  with  advaula^^'c  Ije  converted  into  a  prize.  The  gift 
of  £2  for  the  poor  is  nowhere  dircsctcd  to  bo  given  away  in  shillings.  No  violence 
would  be  done  to  his  wishes  were  it  given  to  the  almspeoide  as  before  su^ested. 
Walton's  gift  for  apprentioes^  like  other  gifts  for  ^iprentioes  at  Stafford,  is 
thought  to  be  of  little  use.  Nearly  all  boja  here  are  bxoogfat  np  as  shoemakers^ 
and  would  learn  their  trade  as  well  without  a  fee  as  wiUi  one.  Were  this  and 
other  similar  gifts  oonadidated,  and  if  necessary  given  once  only  in  two  years  as  a 
prize,  they  would  be  more  valued  and  less  nbuscd.  Of  the  distribution  of  Walton's 
coal  gift  it  was  difficult  to  sprak  in  terms  of  reprobation  strong  enough.  Instead 
of  lieing;  given  to  sonic  "  lujor  ])(,(*i'k'  that  should  have  most  nectl  thereof,"  it  is 
given  in  defiance  of  the  donor's  direction  to  the  whole  populafion  of  Stafionl,  with 
utter  disregard  to  character  and  circumstances,  at  the  sule  diieotiou  of  the  bea- 
dle, who  candidly  says  he  "  never  did  ask,"  but  admits  that  he  has  reoehred  some- 
times 4s.  in  copper  lirom  the  rempicnts.  This  charity,  without  impropriety,  might 
be  giTen  to  the  inmates  of  the  almshouses*  as  people  most  needing  ooids.  Rogera'a 
diarity  is  not  yet  in  operation.  It  is  to  be  wished  that  its  resnlta  may  be  more 
satisbetoxy  than  those  of  Walton's,  The  Corporation  of  StafToi  d  ou-ht  witlumt 
delay  to  make  good  Crorapton's  payment  to  the  parish  of  Milwich.  Were  the 
jdmshnu5cs  placed  on  a  proper  footing,  Farmer's  ;rift  could  not  be  appropriated 
more  usefully  thnn  nt  present.  The  T'oor  lUirires.ses'  ^loney  is  a  decided  improve- 
metit  on  a  loan  liift,  for  which  it  wai>  ori-mally  intended,  and  furnishes  a  valuable 
precedent.  (The  Inspector  remarked  that  loan  gifts,  usually  speaking,  were  very 
bad  things.  Uc  had  found  in  many  places  that  one-half  and  somctmies  two-thirds 
of  the  loans  were  only  repaid  by  the  sureties.)  Levitt's  gilt  u  plaood  by  the  donor  at 
the  disposal  of  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  St.  Mary,  It  is  now  distr^ 
butod  by  the  dergymen  of  St.  Mary's  and  St.  Chad's,  in  gifts  of  8s.  6d,  A  more 
judidbns  ax)plication  would  be  to  reserve  it  for  eases  of  sickness  and  necessity. 
There  seimis  no  reason  why  Startin's  bread  should  be  given  away  in  churdi.  It 
would  be  more  projMjr  were  the  art  in g  truNtcc  of  Tomb's  charity  to  agree  upon  the 
recipients,  instead  of  each  g^iving  away  his  j>harc  independently  of  the  others.  The 
remarks  made  ou  Walton's  gift  lor  apprentices  apply  to  those  bound  with  Smith's 
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charity.  Tlic  administration  of  Fowler's  gift  is  as  bad  as  can  be.  Tlie  fictioaof  tho 
doaka  should  be  got  rid  of,  and  a  stop  put  to  the  Gd.  dole.  New  tru-^l ces  appear  to 
he  requirnl  for  Uiis  clinrity.  It  iniL'ht,  witlmnt  impropriety,  be  upiirniniiitrd  to  in- 
m;iios  of  the  almshouse  coniin?^  from  St.  Mary's.  The  only  practical'le  improvc- 
meut  that  sugges^ts  it  sdf  in  KenderrlineN  charity  is  the  exclusion  of  paupers,  \t1io 
indeed,  ought  to  be  rigidly  excluded  iii  all  cases  where  not  made  specifically  ad- 
missible by  the  donor.  Hale's  bread  gift  might  wdl  \»  oonfiiied  within  nnall 
bounds.  It  is  nutnifiBBtlf  usdess^  if  not  worsen  as  now  administered. 

Hr.  8.  Stanton  enqiMl  what  was  the  avaOable  income  of  the  schoob  F 

Mr.  Martin  replied  £$16  IQa.  6d. 

Mr.  Stanton  proceeded  to  observe  that  taking  an  nvcrn?c  of  the  number  of 
scholars  who  had  attended  during  the  past  seven  years,  £15  10a.  had  been  paid  for 

ench  .scholar  per  annum — a  sum  considerably  greater  than  wns  paid  in  a  private 
aciulcmy.  With  regard  to  tlic  hcaliliiiioss  of  the  present  seliool,  his  boys  had 
attended  it  forsevcJi  yeans  and  had  shown  no  syiniitoms  ofdiscnso. 

Several  minor  itn  luiries  were  subsequently  made  and  aiuiwercd ;  and  at  the 
close  of  the  investiguliou  the  Inspector  proceeded  to  fiew  tiie  spot  of  land  indi< 
eated  in  the  proposab  of  the  trustees. 


NEWCASTLE-UiJjDEIl-LYME. 

KKELrsc's  Girr.— On  page  210  there  is  an  account  of  the  diiTcrcnt  charities 
in  the  parish  of  Newcastle,  wliich  should  have  indaded  that  of  llalph  Keeling. 
It  appears  that  by  his  will  bearing  date  5th  August,  1704,  after  reciting  that 
Thomas  Bagnall  bad  settled  a  charity  of  £170  for  teaching  fintj  poor  children  in 
Newcastle  to  read  and  buy  them  books,  the  testator  gave  to  his  cousin  the  Bst. 
Egerton  Harduig,  the  niiirskr  of  Newcastle,  and  JohnFCnton,  gentleman,  £50 
to  be  by  them  settled  and  employed  towards  the  increase  of  the  charity  and  other 
purposes,  viz.,  10s.  of  the  income  to  be  paid  to  the  teacher  for  tenchinj?  ten  more 
rhildren  to  be  added  to  the  forty,  and  the  rest  employed  in  or  towards  buying  the 
then  cluirch  catechism  and  other  b  )oks  for  all  the  children  ;  and  he  directed  that 
his  chai'ity  should  be  mauxigcd  by  the  saniu  trubtces  iis  had  the  ordering  of  Mr. 
BagnaU*8  charity,  viz.,  Egerton  Harding,  and  John  Fenton,  the  successors  of 
Ilgerton  Harding,  ministers  there  from  time  to  time  thereafter,  being  added  to 
the  other  trustees,  and  in  equal  power  with  them  as  to  both  charities;  and  he 
directed  that  the  sum  of  £50  might  be  lent  to  the  CKUpoaikm  <tf  Newcsstle  upon 
their  common  seal,  incase  they  would  give  the  yearly  interest  of  £3  for  the  same ; 
and  he  declared  his  will  to  be,  that  no  child  should  receive  any  benefit  of  the 
former  or  this  his  present  charity,  unlcs*  •m  l  so  long  only  ns  he  or  she  shonld 
resort  to  hear  prayera  and  sermon  at  the  church  there  so  often  as  the  same  should 
be  there  performed  according  to  the  Utorgy  and  usage  of  the  Church  of  England; 
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and  in  case  the  former  chnrify  or  tliis  liis  charity  should  be  emjilojcd  in  (oru  hirtt? 
diildrcn  which  should  not  be  imtructeJ  in  the  catechism  of  the  Church  of 
England,  or  ^Lich  did  not  doly  resort  to  such  churcli,  or  should  resort  to  axiy 
public  place  of  divine  worship  other  than  those  where  the  liturgy  and  rites  of  the 
ChnnA  d  Bnglimrf  aa  then  by  law  csfaMbhad  dionM  be  otiaifiiid,  the  iBBoma  >i>d 
prooeed  of  his  gift  sboold  from  theoocforih  be  omphifed  for  the  better  main, 
tenanoe  of  tbe  nunisler  Ibr  the  time  being  tt^a^jn^  in  the  oburch  of  Nevcaatfe 
aooordtng  to  the  Utoigy  and  rites  of  the  church  of  &igland. 

It  appears  from  the  leoord  book  of  the  corporation,  that  in  October,  17D7, 
they  took  the  alwve-mcntionrd  mm  of  £7,0  at  interest  at  three  per  cent. 

The  ammnit  npprars  to  have  l>ocii  paid  to  the  vicnr  for  the  time  hcinsr  for  hi"^ 
own  use ;  but  whether  in  coosoqucuce  of  a  forfeiture  ou  behalf  of  the  charity  or 
not,  is  not  knowu. 


By  indentures  of  lca>^(>  mikI  roloase,  the  release  dated  21st  May,  1761  Iu»]>ort 
llenhnry,  William  Alcock  and  Klizabeth  his  wife,  Thomas  Broom,  John  .Simpson, 
and  Thomas  iShelly,  in  consideration  of  £100  paid  to  theui,  according  to  their 
respective  interests,  conveyed  to  John  Poraeyhough,  clerk,  a  trustee  for  and  ou 
the  behalf  of  the  Engliah  diaiitj  achool  then  lat^  erected  by  aabscription  at 
Talk4Mipthe>HiU»  in  the  paiiah  of  Andl^,  intbe  ooonty  of  StaAml,  two  doaea  or 
parods  of  huid  in  the  perish  of  Audley,  known  by  the  name  of  the  Xiongmora 
Fields,  and  being  about  six  acres  (more  paitiealarly  described  in  the  deed),  and 
then  held  at  the  yearly  rent  £5,  to  hold  the  same  to  John  FemeyhoQH^  his  heirs 
and  assigns,  on  Irtist  to  Iny  nut  the  yearly  rents  and  profits  of  the  premises  in 
paying  a  sehoolmiustcr  at  Talk-on-thc-lli!!,  for  teaching  such  a  uumher  as  25  of 
the  poorest  cliUdreii  of  thu  iidiabitauts  of  Talk  hamlet,  in  the  achool  theia^  to 
read  English  and  to  buy  then  books. 

At  the  end  of  a  copy  of  the  deed  from  which  the  above  extract  is  taken,  is  a 
memorandoiD,  stating  that  the  £100  to  nmkn  that  purchase  for  Talk  school 
was  given  fagr  Kr.  John  Boon,  of  Newoastk^  and  Riehard  Edenaor,  of 
CoDgleton. 

The  land  bdonging  to  the  sdioGl  under  this  deed  oonaista  of  two  fidcb^ 
containing  about  seven  acrea,  now  known  by  the  name  of  the  School  Laiida. 
Thej  are  let  from  year  to  year  at  the  rent  of  £15.  A  former  tenant  bwlt  a  amall 
bouse  ami  some  onthuldinf^s  on  the  land,  where  he  resided. 

A  school  house  was  built  in  the  year  1760  by  subscription,  and  a  new  school- 
room iu  the  year  1839,  upon  a  piece  of  ground  given  for  the  purpose  by  \Ir. 
Toilet,  of  Betley.  The  schoolmistress,  Mrs.  Mary  Tumook,  risides  in  it  icut 
free.   She  teaches  H  free  scholars,  boys  and  gurls,  of  the  |>ooreat  luhabitants  of 
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the  hamlet^  to  read,  and  supplies  them  mth  bodca.  If  thej  learn  writing  or  work 
they  pay  for  it.  Th^  are  generally  the  diildren  of  ooUiers,  and  the  bojs  are 
taken  awi^  at  an  early  age. 

There  is  no  legal  aiqKuntment  of  trustees  to  thb  school;  the  late  Sir  John 
Edensor  Hcatbcotc,  of  Longton,  appears  to  have  acted  as  a  trustee,  and  ascd 
frequently  lo  visit  the  sobool.  it  '\s  sUitcd  that  he  sent  ehildrcn  to  the  school, 
and  if,  with  the  diildren  so  sent^  the  number  of  aeholan  exoeeded  fourteen,  he 
paid  for  them. 


ABBOTT'S  BROMLEY  FREE  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL. 


DESCRIFnON  of  the  ABBOTT'S  BROMLE-Y  SCHOOL  ESTATE,  from 
the  Forchaae  Deed,  dated  i7th  November,  4th  James  L 

A  measoage  and  other  lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments,  purchased  from  John 

Beardraore,  thus  described 
All  that  his  oicssnagc  or  tenement,  aud  all  houses,  bams  &&,  garden^  yards, 
hcmpbutt,  and  croft  to  sucli  tenement  belonging,  with  all  their  appurtenances ; 
together  witli  one  lucadow,  called  the  "Ilobiron,"  lyiu;?  along  the  wator  of 
Chumet,  on  tlio  one  iiide,  and  t!ic  laud  of  Thomas  Wharton  of  the  other  side ; 
with  one  other  meadow,  culled  "  the  Dirtic  lUdltude,"  between  the  land  of  Sir 
Thomas  Coltclough,  knight,  in  tbe  occupation  of  Thomas  llcevc  of  the  one  side, 
and  the  land  of  Edward  Hearingc^  on  the  othor  side ;  ouc  pasture  called  '*Hodge 
Haye,"  lying  between  the  waste  and  the  Btgh  lield ;  one  dole  of  meadow,  in  the 
nigh  Field  afonsaid,  between  the  land  of  John  Bamett,  William  Hobne,  and 
Robert  Holme,  on  the  one  side,  and  the  waste  on  the  other  side ;  ouc  other  dole 
of  meadow  in  the  said  High  Field,  between  the  laiuL  of  John  Goodwin  and  the 
Earl  of  Shrrwshiiry,  of  the  one  side,  and  the  land  of  the  aforesaid  John  TVard- 
more,  in  the  tenure  of  William  Alilhvard,  on  the  other  side;  one  other  dole  of 
meadow  in  the  said  Hij^h  Field,  called  "  the  lieale  Bent,"  between  the  land  of 
the  i::^ial  of  Shrewsbury,  afuiesaid.  and  Thomas  Spooner,  in  the  teimru  ol  Tlioraas 
Beardmorc,  on  the  one  side,  and  the  hind  of  the  said  Earl  of  Shrewsbury  and 
John  Goodwm,  of  the  other  side;  and  one  other  dole  of  meadow  in  the 
said  High  Fidd,  lying  between  the  land  of  the  Earl  of  Shrewsbury  and 
Thomas  Spooner,  aforesaid,  in  the  occupation  of  Thomas  Beardmore,  of  the  one 
sidei,  and  the  land  of  the  sud  John  Bamett,  William  Hobne,  and  Robert  Holme, 
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on  the  other  side ;  one  other  dole  of  meadow  in  the  said  High  Fi.  ld,  bingr 
betfreenthehindof  the  said  John  Bamclt,  AVilUam  Holmr,  nnd  Robert  Hulnic,  on 
the  one  side,  and  the  old  field  hedge  on  the  other  side ;  one  iuiul  in  the  sn'id  licld, 
called  the  Chx  Bntt,  lying  between  the  land  of  John  Bamett,  W  lUiani  Uolme, 
and  Kohcrt  llolioe,  of  the  one  side,  and  the  knd  of  the  snid  Earl  of  Shrewsbury 
and  John  Beardmorc,  on  the  other  side;  one  other  dole,  called  Halfpenny 
Dulc,  between  the  land  of  the  Earl  of  Shrewsbury  md  TfaomM  Spoooer, 
aforesaid,  iu  the  t«inm  of  Thomas  Beardmote,  on  the  one  side^  and  the  land 
of  the  aforesaid  John  Beaxdmon»  in  the  oceapation  of  WiUiam  AGllward,  oa  the 
other  aide;  one  dde  of  meadow  in  tiie  said  High  IW,  lying  between  the  land 
of  the  said  Earl  of  Shiewshury  md  Tlioroas  Spooner,  in  the  occupation  of 
Thomas  Bcardmore,  on  the  one  side,  and  the  land  of  the  said  Jolm  Bamctt, 
WiUiam  Ilolme,  and  llobcrt  llolmc,  on  the  other  side ;  two  other  butts  in  the 
said  High  Field,  called  Clay  Butts,  lying  between  the  land  of  the  s;ud  Earl 
of  ^Shrew^ihury  nntl  Tliomas  Si>ooucr,  on  the  one  side,  and  the  land  of  tlic  said 
Earl  of  Shrewsbury  and  John  Goorlwin.  on  the  other  side;  two  other  lauds  in 
the  said  field,  called  Thiallc  Lands,  iyiiv^  between  the  hind  of  the  said  Earl  of 
Shrewsbury  and  John  Goodwin  aforesaid,  <m  the  one  aidei  and  the  Uuda  of  the 
aforesaid  John  Beardmore,  m  the  tenure  of  William  Milward.  on  the  other  aide ; 
one  other  dole  of  meadow  in  the  Low  Meadow,  m  the  said  field,  lying  between 
the  htnd  of  the  said  John  Goodwin  and  the  Earl  of  Sbrewabnry,  on  the  one  side^ 
and  the  land  of  the  said  Earl  and  Thomas  Spooner,  m  ihc  tenure  of  Thomas 
Beardmorc,  on  the  other  side ;  one  other  butt  in  the  said  High  Fiehl,  ealkd  the 
Yale  Ijand,  in  the  said  Low  ^Meadow,  Inng  between  the  land  of  the  said  Earl  of 
Shrewsbury  and  Thomas  Spooner,  now  in  the  tenure  of  TItmnas  Beardmorc,  on 
the  one  side,  and  tlio  land  of  the  said  John  Harnett,  ^ViIliam  TTolmc,  aud  Robert 
Holme,  on  the  otiar  side ;  one  day  w  ork  oi  ground  iu  the  said  lligh  Field,  called 
Tonatidc,  (qu<ere)  between  the  land  of  the  said  Earl  of  Sbrawahnrf  and  John 
Goodwin,  on  both  sides ;  two  other  lands  in  the  said  LowMeadow,  lying  between 
the  land  of  James  Whithall,  in  the  tennre  of  James  Bentlfl^y,  on  the  one  side>  and 
the  land  of  the  said  John  Goodwin  and  the  Earl  of  Shrewsbury,  on  the  other 
side ;  one  dole  of  uKadow  lying  in  the  said  Low  Meadow,  being  a  elinnging  doley 
between  the  land  of  James  Whithall,  iu  the  temue  of  James  Bentley,  of  the  one 
side,  and  the  land  of  the  said  John  Beardmorc,  in  the  tenure  of  James  Bradshaw, 
on  the  other  side;  one  other  land,  ealled  Ashbut,  in  tiie  said  Low  Meadow, 
between  the  Meanc  dole,  on  the  one  side,  and  the  land  of  the  said  John  Barnctt, 
William  Holme,  and  llobcrt  iiolmc,  on  the  other  side ;  one  dole  at  llound  UUl 
Greene,  lying  between  the  land  of  the  aforesaid  John  Beardmore,  in  the  tenure  of 
WiUiam  Milward,  of  the  one  side,  and  the  Umd  in  the  tennie  of  several  petsoos^ 
on  the  other  side ;  three  other  landa  called  Top-ley,  in  the  said  High  EieM, 
between  the  land  of  John  Bamett,  William  Hokne,  and  Robert  Holme  aftmesaad, 
on  the  one  aide,  and  the  land  of  thesaidEarl  of  Shrewsbury  and  Thomas  Spooner, 
in  the  tcntire  of  Thomas  Beardmore,  on  the  other  side ;  one  little  headland  in  the 
»aid  High  Field,  ahooting  upon  the  old  Md  wall  between  the  land  of  Jamea 
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Whilball,  in  the  tenure  of  James  Bcnlley,  on  tbc  one  siile,  and  several  men's 
hmh,  on  the  otlR-r  side;  one  other  dole  of  pasture  or  nicjidow,  called  the  Acre, 
iying  in  the  saiii  Fitlii,  bit  ween  the  old  field,  on  the  one  sidi-,  and  the  laud 

of  the  said  Earl  of  Slnewsbiiry  and  of  Thomas  Spooner,  in  tlie  tiium'  ot  Thomas 
Beurdiuurc,  uu  the  olkor  side ;  ouc  little  laud  called  Tui>-ley,  iu  the  siiid  iiigli 
Field,  lyius  betwMi  the  land  of  the  aaid  £aii  of  Shrewsbnry  and  John  Qoodwinj 
on  the  one  tade,  and  the  land  of  the  aaid  James  Whithall,  in  the  tmure 
of  James  Bentl^»  on  the  other  aide ;  two  bntts  in  Parlong  Tidd,  between 
the  land  of  WiUnm  Uolmi^  of  the  one  aide;  and  the  land  of  James  Whithall, 
in  the  tennre  of  James  Bcutky,  of  the  other  side;  two  other  lands  iu  the 
said  Farloug  Ticld,  called  Fishpool  Laud,  in  the  bottom  of  the  said  Fur- 
long Field,  between  the  land  of  Wiiliam  Holme,  of  the  one  side,  aiid  the 
land  of  James  Whithall,  in  the  leinirc  of  James  Beutley,  of  the  other 
side;  two  other  lands  on  the  hill  top  of  the  said  Furloni,'  Field,  lying 
between  the  lands  uf  Jaiucs  Whithall,  iu  the  tenure  of  the  said  Juuies  Bentley, 
on  both  sides;  one  other  land  in  the  said  Porlong  Field,  between  the  land  of 
John  Bamett^  William  Hohne,  and  Robert  Holme,  of  the  one  side,  and  the  land 
of  the  said  James  Whithall,  in  the  tennie  of  James  Bentl^,  on  the  other  side; 
three  other  lands  in  7nrlong  Udd  aforesaid,  between  the  land  of  John  Beatdmore 
aforesaid,  iu  the  teuure  of  Jauu  s  Bradsliaw,  on  the  one  side,  and  .loliu  Burnett, 
William  Tlolme,  and  Robert  Holme,  on  the  other  side;  two  other  short  butts  in 
Furloiii?  Field  aforesaid,  lictwecn  the  land  of  John  Goodwin,  and  the  Fail  of 
Shrrwi.!)ui  y,  on  the  one  side,  and  the  land  of  the  aforesaid  John  Heardmore,  in 
the  li'iiuie  ot*  Janica  Bradshaw  on  the  other  side;  oul;  otlier  acre  in  Hroadislte, 
called  Arusy  V\  ood,  between  ihe  laud  of  Jaiucij  \\  hitliall,  iu  the  tenure  of  Juuies 
Bentley  on  the  one  side,  aud  the  Luid  of  John  Goodwin  and  the  Earl  of  Slircws* 
hutf,  on  the  other  nde;  four  other  lands  at  Round  Croft  8ide^  in  Broadishe 
aforesaid,  between  the  land  of  the  Earl  of  Shrewsbuiy  and  Thomas  Spooner,  in 
the  tenure  of  Thomas  Beardmore;  on  both  sides ;  three  oibet  lands  in  Broaduhe 
aforesaid,  between  the  land  of  John  Beardmore  aforcsjud,  in  the  tenure  of  William 
Milward  on  the  one  side,  and  a  eroft  of  the  £arl  of  Shrewsbury  and  Thomas 
Spooner,  in  the  occupation  of  Thomas  Beardmore,  ou  the  other  side ;  two  other 
lands  on  the  hill  top,  in  Broadishe  aforo?;>!(l,  between  the  laml  of  Jcdni  Barncft, 
William  Holme,  and  liobt  ri  Jlolnic,  on  the  one  side,  and        land  of  John 
Goodwin,  and  the  Farl  of  Slirewilnuy,  on  the  otln  r  .side ;  one  lie.idland  in  the 
said  Broadishe,  bttwceu  the  laud  of  John  Barucil,  William  lioliiie,  aud  Robert 
Holme,  on  the  one  side,  aud  sereral  mens*  land  on  the  other  aide;  nine  other 
lands  in  Broadishe  aforesaid,  between  the  land  of  James  Whithall,  in  the  tenure 
of  James  Bentlej,  on  the  one  aid^  and  Broadishe  Wood  on  the  other  side ;  two 
oihex  bntts,  called  Bromefidd  Butts,  in  Broadishe  aforesaid,  between  the  Earl  of 
Shrewsbnry  and  Thomas  Spoontr,  and  in  the  tenure  of  Thomas  Beardmore,  on 
the  one  side,  and  the  land  of  John  Goodwin  and  the  8«ud  Earl  of  the  other  side; 
two  other  land?  in  the  said  Broadi.^hc,  butting  niwu  r)ldrish  Si ih;,  between  the 
land  of  John  Biurneit,  Wiliiaui  Huinic,  and  Robert  Holme,  on  tiie  ouc  side;,  and 
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the  ijmd  of  Join  Goodwin  and  the  Eurl  of  IShrcwsbnry,  on  the  other  side ;  odc 
other  land  in  Broadiahe  afovcsaid,  bntting  upon  Oldrish,  between  the  land  of  the 
eaid  Earl  of  Shrewabtiry  and  Thomaa  Spooner,  in  the  tenure  of  lliomas  Beardmorev 
on  the  one  aide,  and  the  land  of  Jamee  Whithall,  now  in  the  tenure  of  James 
Bentley,  on  the  otiner  side  s  one  other  land  in  Broadishe  aforesaid,  between  the 
land  of  Julm  Barneff ,  "Winiara  Holme,  and  Robert  Holme,  on  the  one  side,  and 
the  laud  of  James  Whithall,  now  in  the  tenure  of  James  Bentley,  on  the  othar 
side;  one  oflicr  haul  in  Bronclislio,  railed  flic  Wave  land,  being"  a  headland  ;  two 
other  lands  in  P-roadishe,  bntliii^  ou  (^ornc  Croft  Head,  between  the  lands  of  the 
said  James  AV)iitli;dl,  in  the  lennrc  of  tlu:  said  James  Bcuth\v,  on  (be  one  side, 
and  the  huid  of  tl»e  said  John  IJanictt,  \V  ilham  Holme,  and  liobert  Holme,  on 
the  other  side ;  two  other  knd^  in  Broadishe  aforesaid,  between  the  bnd  of  the 
Earl  of  Sbrewsbnry  and  Thomas  Spuuncr,  in  the  tenxue  of  the  said  Themae 
Beardmore,  on  the  one  aide^  and  the  land  of  the  said  James  Whithall,  in  the 
ocenpation  of  the  said  James  Bentlejr*  on  the  other  side;  three  lands  lying  in  the 
said  ground,  ealled  Broadishe,  between  the  hedge,  of  the  one  aide,  and  the  land  of 
flie  said  Earl  of  Shrewsbury  and  Thomas  Spooner,  in  the  tenure  of  the  aaid 
Thomas  Bcardmorc,  on  the  other  side ;  two  other  lands  in  Great  Croft,  between 
the  land  of  the  said  John  Barncft,  William  TTolnie,  and  Rubc-rt  TTolaie,  on  the 
one  side,  and  t!ie  land  of  the  m]d  I'.arl  of  Slircwsbtiiy  ami  Thomas  Spooner,  iu 
the  tenure  of  the  said  Tiion:as  Fjearchnore,  on  tlie  other  side;  anotlier  land  in 
Great  Croft  aforesaid,  being  a  hcadlaad,  l}ing  between  the  laud  of  the  said  John 
Bamett,  William  Holme,  and  Robert  Hobuc,  ou  the  one  side,  and  the  land  of 
serend  other  per8<nis  on  the  other  side;  two  other  lands  lying  hi  the  middle  of 
the  aaid  Great  Croft  Fudd,  betwera  the  land  of  the  said  Earl  of  Shrewsbory  and 
Thomas  Spooner,  in  the  tennre  of  Thomas  Beardmore,  on  the  one  side^  aikd  the 
land  of  the  said  John  Bamet  t,  William  Holme,  and  Robert  Holme,  on  the  otiier 
side;  one  other  bind  in  the  lower  siiie  of  the  Great  Croft  aforesaid,  between  the 
land  of  John  Goodwin  and  the  said  Karl  of  Shrewsbury,  on  the  one  side,  and  the 
hind  of  the  said  Earl  of  Shrewsbury  and  Tliomas  Spooner,  in  the  tennre  of  the  said 
Thomas  Ikardmore,  on  the  other  $id(>.  One  pieee  of  trrouiiii,  hnug:  in  tlie  old 
field,  called  the  Oidllcld  Aere,  lyinir  aloiir  the  Hiffh  T'icld  Hrdgc  on  tiic  one  side, 
and  the  hmd  of  the  said  John  (HUjUwiu,  and  the  suiil  Jlari  of  Shrewsbury,  on  the 
other  side ;  two  other  lands  in  the  said  Oldficld  called  lUakelow  Butts,  lying  be- 
tween the  land  of  the  said  John  Bamett,  William  Holme  and  Robert  Holm^  on 
the  one  aide,  and  the  land  of  the  said  Earl  of  Shrewsbury  and  Thomas  Spooner 
on  .the  other  nde;  two  other  lands  eaUed  Blakely  Butts,  in  Oldlield  afoieflaid, 
lying  between  the  land  of  the  ^id  John  Goodwin  and  the  Earl  of  Shrewsbuiy  on 
the  one  side,  and  the  land  of  James  Whithall  on  the  other  side :  one  other  acre  of 
land  lying  in  Oldfield,  between  the  land  of  John  Bamett  and  others  on  the  one 
side,  and  the  land  of  the  ?aid  James  Whithall  on  the  other  side ;  three  other 
lands  lyinq:  in  ( )iilllel(l,  at  tiie  (iorsc  Head,  between  the  bind  of  the  said  John  Bur- 
nett and  others,  ou  the  one  side,  and  the  laud  of  the  said  Earl  uf  Shrewsbury  and 
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Tlioiiin^-  Sfiooncr  on  the  other  side;  one  oilier  land  in  the  OliKirld  at  the  Gursc 
Head,  bclwceu  the  luiul  of  the  said  .Tolni  J'.amett  and  others,  on  the  one 
side,  and  the  laud  of  the  said  Eail  of  iSlirewsbury  and  Thomas  Spooncr,  on 
the  other  side;  one  otlier  land  in  Oldfidd,  between  the  waste  grouiul  and 
the  wood.  Two  other  butte^  lying  in  Wbiifidd,  called  Short  Butts,  between 
the  hind  of  John  Bamett  and  others,  on  the  one  side,  and  the  waste  groond 
on  the  other  side;  one  othor  land  in  the  said  Whitfield  Bottom,  lying  between 
-  the  land  of  the  said  James  Wliithall,  on  the  one  side,  and  tlie  waste  on  the  other 
side;  two  other  lands  in  WhitCdd,  between  the  land  of  Jarnes  Whithall  on  the 
one  side,  and  the  said  waste  on  the  other  side;  two  of iur  lauds  tii  Wliitfteld, 
lying  between  tlie  land  of  tiie  said  James  Whithall  on  (he  one  side,  and  the  said 
waste  ou  the  other;  one  other  land  in  Whitfield,  lieLwcen  the  land  of  the  said 
James  W  hithall  ou  the  one  side,  and  the  said  waste  on  the  other ;  one  other  pareel 
of  laud,  being  a  headland  in  Whitfield,  between  the  waste  of  the  one  side,  and 
several  men's  knds  on  the  other  side ;  one  other  bind  caQed  Da-bnd  Land,  and  a 

lying  in  the  said  Whitfield,  between  the  land  of  the  said 
John  Goodwin  and  the  said  Earl  of  Shrewsbury  on  the  one  side,  and  the  said 
waste  on  the  other  side;  two  other  lands  in  the  said  Whitfield,  !\  lutr  between  (lie 
land  of  the  said  John  Barnctt  and  others  on  tlic  one  side,  and  the  hind  of  the  said 
James  Whithall  on  the  other  side;  two  lands  lying  in  Chedelocke,  between  tlic 
land  of  t])C  said  James  Whithrdi  on  the  one  side,  and  the  land  of  the  said  John 
Goodwin  and  tlie  said  Emi  of  Shrewsbury  on  the  other  side  ;  four  lands,  eall(-(l 
Cow  Croft  "Flatt,  lyinp:  in  Chedelocke  aforesaid,  between  the  land  of  John 
Gooiiwin  and  the  Euil  of  tihrewsbury  ou  the  one  side,  and  the  couimon  bidke  on 
the  other  side;  three  other  lands,  caUcd  Cow  Croft  Flatt,  lying  in  Chedelocke 
Field  afoiesaid,  between  the  lend  of  the  said  James  Whithall  on  the  one  side,  and 
several  men's  lands  on  the  other;  one  land  lyinff  beneath  the  wayein  the  said 
Chedelocke  Field,  between  the  land  of  the  said  John  Goodwin  and  the  said  Sari 
of  Shrewsbury  on  the  one  side,  and  the  waste  on  the  other;  two  other  lands  lying 
in  the  said  Chedelocke  Field,  above  the  way  between  the  laud  of  the  said  James 
Whitli.dl  on  the  one  side,  and  the  waste  on  the  other  side;  two  other  lands 
lying  in  the  said  Chcdeloekc  Field,  l)ctw(  en  the  land  of  the  said  John  T^amett 
and  others  on  the  one  side,  and  the  lands  of  the  said  James  AVhitliall  on  the  other 
side;  one  iicadlaud  Uln^  in  the  saiil  L'round  ealled  Ciiedelueke,  h(;tween  the  land 
of  the  said  John  Buruett  and  others  on  the  cue  side,  and  several  men  s  kaulis  on 
the  other  sUe;  two  <^ier  lands  lying  iu  Chestleigh  abug  Chumet.  between  the 
land  of  William  Morris  on  the  one  side,  and  the  land  of  the  said  James  Whithall 
on  the  other  side;  and  elso  all  other  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments,  commons, 
and  commodities  whatsoever,  situate,  lying  and  bemg  in  Whiston  or  Whiston 
Eaves,  in  the  parish  of  Kingslcy,  now  to  the  said  messuage  belonging  or  apper- 
taining,  or  heretofore  to  or  with  the  same,  oceupicd  used  or 
All  which  the  aforesaid  liars^ained  premises  do  lie  within  the  said  parish  of 
Kingslcy  afun  said,  anil  now  an-  or  of  late  were  in  the  tenure,  occupation  or 
liuldiug  uf  on«  lUdiarU  Briuhthaw,  or  kis  assijpis* 
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A  PARTICULAK  AND  VALUATION  OF  AN  ESTATE  at  Lees  and 
WhistoQ,  in  til c  parish  of  Kingsley,  and  County  of  Stafford,  belongiiig  to  the 
Trustees  of  Abbot's  Bromlej  School. 


Pnrt  of  New  Ditch  

IMackfltuiUi's  Meadow 


A.  R.  r. 
3  ■-' 
3   2  27 


Blackeniilb'8  Meadow,  with  baru, ) 

^C.,thereuD  .«•..•.«..•>...  f 

1'pper  Meadow  .«....•••».».*..••»•  A 

I/uwtT  Oaks..  .........a*..  4 

L'pper  OakH  ..■..*•...••.■  6 

Ellpn'nAcrti*  *«.«.   2 

l^ppor  HarHHy  Top*  ..«••*■•••..••<•  2 

Tart  of  UenlhjrLae  ,.*..........*..  d 

Clorar  Pime   2 


2   2  27 


14 

3H 
36 
27 
];( 
0  20 
J  21 


3  1 


Part  of  Heathy  T,<»p  ........ I  0  27 

I'lantalioQ  .«•....•   0  U  lit 

Upper  Colo  Field   S  0  1h 

Itul)   Piorn   0  9  3^1 

Wlioal  Field   S  0  36 

iSpriugPieon   1  \  Vi 

PwK^BigBwejIop   4  3  13 


Caaid  CompiDy:'- 
Fkct  of  Byo  Croft   


Tkkm  by  the  iUU  Boadi 


» 

» 11 

0 

1  10 

0 

1  1 

0 

1  J3 

1 

1  l« 

s 

1  0 

Part  of  Big  H«r»ey  Top   0 

Lower  Haiaey  Top   1 

Btb  Gittft   1 

DUto   2 

BIgPnrlontr   1 

Cole  Ftirlout(    4 

Lo»ver  Harry's  Furlong   2 

I'|lp«')-  ilil  tn   1 

Old  1  uruiii  i'loce   2 


A.  R.  r 

n\g  Furlong   8  >• 

Furlong  Nook  ......................  1  <>  '» 

Far  Kiln  PlM«   ».   1 

Kilu  Field   a  o  21 

Far  Piece   2  1  10 

Yate  Piece   I  0  M 

Far  YaU!  Piece   13  0 

Femey  Piece  ,   1  2  3 

Near  Ditto   1  19 

HcmpbaU  (open  to  aiWQ   0  1  ^ 

Bam  and  lira  (open  to  ditto)    0  0  38 


85  0  4 

Croft  and  HooiMtoad   0  3  0 

Com  Croft    0  1  27 

nig  Com  Croft   1  Oil 

Fiirlong  Clo!»e..,  f  0  3  32 

Ditto  \  0  2  0 

Oakunoor  OloM   S  S  10 


NewPieoo  ... 
Little  PorloDg. 


Allotment  .on  Skoiley 


Allotment  on  Bhitrley . .  * 
Ditto       on  Arobberry. 

Ditto  

Ditto       onCaiatone  . 


09» 
O  24 

0  4 

1  11» 

3  3 
0  30 
3  8 

0  1  i  Allotment  on  Garstono  f . 
8UMMABY. 


Allotment  at  Wliiv 
Hooso   , 


ton 


8 

8  0 

8 

8  6 

8 

1  8ft 

8 

888 

83 

t  0 

4 

8  17 

ft 

0  18 

1 

8  10 

4 

0  16 

IS 

S8B 

3 

0  18 

» 

0  an 

I'arcel 

Ditlo  . 
1  liuii  . 

I'iltr,  . 

]>itl.. . 

Imto ., 
Ditto. 


A. 

R.  p. 

d. 

3 

2  20 

....     «  1 

K 

3 

2  27 

....      7  0 

9 

O 

.30 

3  1 

....    20  9 

10 

■  ^ 

12 

2  U 

....     0  8 

0 

35 

0  4 

....    41  0 

10 

."i 

3  33 

....     fi  11 

I 

2 
3 

(i 

2  0 

....    11  tt 

u 

'J 

1  0 

....     3  7 

« 

100 

1  10 

....  113  18 

8 

0; 

s  =  o 


^  8 


AlL-lineat   

Ditto  

Ditto  

Ditto,  floltl  to  do- 
Jhtyexpeotee.. 


A. 

2:) 
15 
8 


n.  I*. 
2  0 
S  38 
0  18 


£ 
14 

8 


8  038 


I  IS  7J 


40  1  30 


1  6 


Deduct  T.aod  Tax,  about 


140 

0 


0 


138  18 

3  9 


.e 
If 

« 

I 

9i 


•3  ry 

-I 
O 


I 


i;n  11  0 


a  9 


Total  about   I4U   3   0  , 

*  Received  in  exchange  from  Thomaa  Clowlow,  for  a  part  of  Now  J>itch,  coutaining 
3r  Hp.  As  other  preoiixen  were  inoloded  In  the  ejudiange,  it  is  probeUe  that  tbeee  two 

parcrl*  might  not  bo  of  equal  value. 

+  ThiH  ((llnin)'  fit  t-i  ■-luted  to  bav^-  lu  ru  s  Id  by  Mr.  Goi>dwin.  to  .If  fniy  lii-^  •^hiiv.  nf  ihp 
cxppiiMi  ■«  <il'  the  im  l  niiir,  I  have  iiot  bi  •  u  .iM.  i.»  ascojlain,  whethi  i  it  \mi--  lor  tljti  ml4>  upon 
tli>' -icInHil  f"-i(i!(' nnly,  Of  wlicihri  II  iin  lmlcil  ill  - rill. upon  hifi  Duii  (  -.iiUr  ul'io.  This  allot- 
nu-ni,  aJthough  very  poor  and  barr«D.  in  said  to  have  b«eo  sold  fi)r  i,120  at  the  lime  of  the 
indetttro,  wmeh  was  at  a  psfiod  ot  great  agrieiiltaral  pioipeiity* 
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WOLVERHAMPTON. 


TrOLVERHAMPTON  CHARITIES. 
To  the  Ediior  <y  the  U'oU'erhamptoH  Chronicle. 

Sir,— I  regret  I  was  not  in  possession  of  tlio  foUowing  ieitfer  yesterday,  in 

order  that  it  might  have  hccn  reiul  to  ihr  inlirihitnnts  in  vestnt'  assembled. 
Bilstoii,  Willcnhall,  and  Wodiirsricld,  aro  equally  iuterestcd  in  the  (irniii'ii:;r 
School  iu  coimnoii  with  Wolverhampton,  its  publicity  niJi^  be  of  benciit  to  those 
townships,  if  they  choose  to  act  in  concert  I'ur  its  uscfulnccs. 

1  am.  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  SIDNEY. 


Charity  Commiasioii,  8,  York-street,  St.  James'a^qu&n,  8.W., 

9th  April,  ISGO. 

Sir, — Your  letter  of  30th  idt.  hns  been  laid  before  llic  Board. 

I  have,  in  the  tirst  ph»€c,  to  iiitorni  yon  that  the  Hoard  see  no  objection  to 
directing  one  of  the  Inspectors  attached  to  this  couiniissiou  to  visit  ^Volvcr- 
hampton,  with  the  view  of  inquiring  into  the  pvesent  oonditiom  and  nanagcmeut  of 
the  Tames  charities  ther^»  so  soon  as  the  engagemcBts  of  the  inspectors  vill 
enable  this  to  he  done. 

Yon  allude  more  particniarly  to  onia^  yis.,  the  Free  Grammar  School,  as  to 
whtdiyoa  state  that  a  strong  feeUug  exists 'in  the  town  that  contemphited 
changes  arc  incousbtent  with  its  usefulness  and  at  variance  with  the  will  of  the 
founder.  You  also  state  (and  this  is  a  separate  and  distinct  matter)  that  the 
nomination  of  certain  persons  proposed  to  Ik-  new,  or  additional  trustees,  is  not 
in  accordance  with  the  wishes  and  feelings  of  the  inhabitants,  and  you  wLsh  that 
the  Botud  would  give  the  inhabitants  a  voice  in  the  nomination  of  the  trustees. 

in  answer  to  this  ft  is  snffident  to  state,  that  it  is  not  the  fbnotion  of  the 
Commisaionevs  either  to  propoae  new  trustees  or  to  appoint  them.  Br  the  exist' 
tng  Chancery  scheme  (wfaidi  gofenis  the  matter)  the  dnty  of  jmyetuv  new 
trustees  to  the  coort  is  (ast  eicloaiTely  on  the  existing  trustees,  and  the  duty  of 
appointing  new  trustees  is  by  law  cast  exclusively  on  the  Cottrt  of  Chanoeiyi 
which  may  either  accept  the  proposed  list,  or  reject  it,  or  alter,  or  modify  it  in  any 
manner  which  may  seem  most  for  the  bcnetit  of  the  objects  of  the  eharity. 

The  office  of  the  eomrais-sioners  in  ordinary  cases  requiring  the  appointment  of 
trustees  is  purely  ministerial,  viz  ;--lst,  to  issue  such  public  local  notiees  of  the 
mteoded  application  to  the  court  as  may  seem  to  insure  due  publicity  bcinx  given 
to  the  intended  application,  and  to  its  ol]jeot  or  olqects.  Ykx  this  purpose,  and  ss 
appearing  best  adapted  to  the  end,  the  Commiawioners  in  tiie  present  caae  directed 
advertiMmenta  to  be  issued  fonr  times  at  intenrals  in  two  Wolverhampton 
<  newspapers  (twice  in  each),  the  first  advertisement  being  on  the  SSad  I^bnnry. 
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2a(i,  After  issuing  such  advertisements  to  grant  their  oertificate  to  the  applicants 
aatbocwng  them  to  appear  before  an  Equity  Judge  at  Chanbeis  to  make  ttcmr 
applicatioiL  The  certificate  htxag  overdne  has  been  granted  aoooidinglj. 

On  Keening  to  the  special  provisio&sof  the  Cbancety  seheme  in  regard  to  the 
appointment  of  new  trasteee,  it  seems  open  to  donbt  vhether  in  the  present  cane 
any  interrenticni  of  the  C«onimisflioner  was  necessary  in  order  to  give  jnriadietioa 
to  the  courts;  but  in  any  case  the  publication  of  notice  may  be  considered  to 
bare  been  nsefol. 

If  the  list  of  proposed  trustees  be  not  iu  acoordancc  with  the  wishes  and 
fedlingi  of  the  inhabitants,  those  w  ahes  and  feelings  may  (and  no  doubt  \ri\l),  on 
a  proper  communication  being  made  on  their  part  to  the  Attorney-General,  be 
represented  to  the  Court  throu:^h  the  Attomcy-Genentl,  who  aoc<^)rt{ing  t  >  the 
scheme  estnhlislu-d  by  lUe  Court  must  have  notice  any  application  to  bv-  in;ide 
to  the  Court,  and  is  to  be  at  lil)erty  to  attend  thereon.  The  Couit,  assisted  by 
the  Attomey-Geueral  on  the  puiL  of  the  jmbiic,  may  be  siifely  trusted  to  iuakc  a 
proper  sdeotion.  The  scheme  direeta  that  when,  tbe  number  of  tnutees  shall  be 
ndncedtolG,  the  remaining  tmstees  aball  lay  before  the  Judge  the  names  of  a 
snffident  number  of  qualified  persons^  from  vhieh  number,  or  firom  any  additional 
munber  be  may  direct  to  be  sobmitt^  to  him,  the  Judge  shaQ  appoint  the  new- 
trustees.  It  farther  directs  that  where  the  number  has  been  reduced  below  IG, 
the  continuing  trustees  siiall  nevertlielcss  apply  to  the  Judge  to  make  such 
appointment— (the  present  number  is  iu  fact  12).  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to 
observe  that  tlicsc  severed  diroclions  of  the  schcMiu  arc  binding  upon  the  Tom- 
mtssioncr!^  aud  upon  all  persons,  aud  musl  be  followed  uulesa  and  until  altered 
by  the  Court, 

The  scbeiac  further  directs  thut  all  appUeatiuns  to  be  made  to  a  Judge  under 
the  provisions  thereof  shall  be  made  by  a  summons  at  chambers. 

When  additional  trustees  shall  have  bccu  duly  ap^Kjiuted  the  whole  body  wiU 
be  bound  by  the  provisions  of  the  eiusting  scheme,  unless  aud  until  (it  at  all)  it 
eha]l  be  altered  or  modified  by  the  same  power  which  established  it,  viz.,  the 
Court  of  Chancery. 

If  it  be  jqpprdhended  that  the  body  of  Tmstees^  as  and  when  newly  consti- 
iuted,  will  bare  it  ui  their  power  to  introduce  any  change  or  changes  inconaisteat 
with  the  existing  scheme;,  it  is  scarcely  neceasaxy  to  say  that  they  will  be  possessed 

of  no  such  ix)wer.  It  seems  premature  to  anticipate  what  may  be  the  feelings 
or  wishes  of  a  body  of  men  not  yet  constituted,  and  of  whom,  as  it  is  not 
known  who  they  will  be,  so  neither  can  it  be  known  what  their  opiuions 
may  be.  A\  hen  appointed,  the  utmost  they  can  do  (if  they  shall  choose  so  to  d  n) 
will  l>c  to  meet,  discuss,  and  deliberate  whether  in  their  iuilLrment  any  changes 
ttui  or  not  with  advantage  be  proposed  ;  and  if  they  should  nscjlve  in  the  aliimia- 
tivc,  all  they  could  do  would  be  (with  the  previous  sauciiou  of  this  Board)  to 
apply  to  the  Court  of  (%aneeiy  to  revise  and  alter  the  acheme  in  such  particulars 
as  migbt  appear  suao^tibb     amendment.  In  such  an  application  the  court 
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woiilii  1  !■  :issis!(  (1  by  the  Attorney  Geueral  as  representing  the  public  interest,  and 
would  be  ai  iuil  liberty,  in  the  exercise  of  il^  best  judsrnieut,  either  to  grant  or  to 
reject  the  application,  or  to  pronounce  suck  order  sxa  nii^iit  appear  best  calculated 
to  proaiote  the  interest  of  tin  diMitf.  Thefoiiotkiiof  theoommiaeioncirs  in  the 
matter  would  be  minisieiud  as  befonii 

With  a  view  to  alooal  inspeetioa  of  the  Wolferhamptoa  ^haritifle,  it  wooU 
seen  desirable  that  a  meniodal  fiom  the  inhabitBats  shodd 
oomnuBsioiien  lequestrng  such  inspection. 

I  am.  Sir,  joor  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  M.  YASm,  Seentaiy. 
Aobt.  Sidney,  Esq^  Oaka  Crescent,  Wolverbampion. 


W0I.V2BHAHFT0N  FREE  ORAMMAR  SCHOOL. 

2b  iie  EHior  the  Wbiterhempiou  O^romOe, 
Sir.— Yoa  have  already  published  so  many  letters  on  the  sobjeot  of  the 
Wolverhampton  Grammar  School,  that  I  fSaar  both  youiseif  and  yoor  readeia  will 
be  tired  of  it;  perhaps,  however,  as  a  stranger  who  believes  be  takca  anhnpartial 
view  of  the  matter,  I  shall  be  peniiitted  to  address  through  your  coluiinis  a  few 
remarks  to  those  interested  in  it.  The  proposed  plan  of  rebuilding  the  school  on 
a  fresh  .site— while  there  are  other  questions  which  are  supposed  to  be  involved 
in  this —  appears  to  be  the  main  subject  of  controversy.  I  (X)nfess  I  have  sonic 
sympathy  with  both  parties.  For  several  reasons  1  should— if  I  might  otlcr  au 
opiuiou —  agree  with  the  master  and  those  who  wish  to  see  the  school  ou  a  better 
site.  I  have  seen  a  good  deal  of  schools  of  variooa  kinds^  snd  would  humUy 
aoggest  that  it  is  of  the  utmost  imporlauoe  that  bojs  should  have  airy  spaobns 
aoboolnx>ma»  and  fteei^penspaoe  for  theb  games  mid  ennasa.  Thiaianoneed> 
less  luxury  I  am  dainung  for  a  schod;  the  health  and  life  in  great  measure 
depend  on  it.  Wliat  is  there  to  be  said  in  favour  of  the  present  site  P  I  have 
seen  the  school  where  it  now  stands  hemmed  in  with  houses  and  manufactories, 
and  1  can  only  say  there  is  hardly  a  National  school  in  the  county  of  which  tbc 
managers— if  at  least  they  are  an  improving  set— would  be  long  (intent  with 
such  a  site. 

However,  I  have  sonic  sympathy  with  the  other  party  also.  1  do  not  agree 
with  them  ui  objecting  to  the  removal,  but  I  can  in  some  measure  understand  and 
aiiiiieoiBtetheieasoBfor  which  they  do  object.  ThereHonis,aBlsupp(»e,  afear 
lest— if  the  schod  be  moved  any  distanoe  from  the  tows— it  msy  become  not  a 
schod  giving  useful  instruetioa  to  the  sons  of  Woherbampton  peofde,  but  a 
boardmg  schod  for  the  benefit  of  the  country  in  genetaL  Now  I  cmifess  that 
this  is  a  result  which,  as  a  friend  of  education,  I  should  be  as  sorry  to  sec  brought 
about  as  any  citizen  of  Wdverfaampton.  It  is  all  very  well  that  in  oertain  oases 
the  grammar  schools  of  our  smaller  towns  should  have  grown  np  into  great 
pnblic  schools  for  the  country ;  but  it  is  not,  I  tliink,  desirable  that  thi.s  .should 
be  the  case  in  the  present  instauoe.  If  tiie  Grammar  School  of  Wolverhampton 
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can  provide  a  sonnd,  bc-^ltliy,  manlT  education  for  the  children  oT  the  imddk 
^ass  in  lliat  town,  it  will  be  doing  its  ii.aiii  work. 

It  is  uot  desired,  then,  tbai  the  school  shoulU  become  a  boarding  school, 
ibongh  I  camiot  see  why  the  mixtuve  of  » tew  houden  with  tiie  town  bojs  couhl 
besnytbingbat  againtothesdiodl;  bntitappcmto  ne  theceaie  better  wigrs 
of  iiiemtMgthktlimMewiytooppotetheiebuikK^  BbasbeoL 
diMr  deoded.  I  tUnk,  to  Unit  ti» 

maiter  jropoBO^  to  be  an  Engliah  adiool  as  well  as  a  Latin.  It  woddbo  ndl 

then  to  take  care  that  there  is  always  a  good  ita£  of  Englbh  masters— a  master 
for  the  English  department.  Far  the  best  persons  for  this  office  are  the  teachers 
trained  in  the  normal  training  schools.  Soch  men,  when  they  have  served  a 
eertain  time  in  their  own  proper  line,  woold  do  the  work  that  is  wanted  best ; 
they  are  the  rno.st  skUled  tcachei-s  of  elementary  subjects  we  have — in  fact  they 
are  the  only  men  who  arc  trained  to  it  as  a  profession. 

There  is,  again,  another  security  which  the  trustees  of  the  school,  and  the 
puoits,  may  have  fer  the  fcliool  doing  the  wolit  thai  it  w«at^  Let  the  lebool 
emy  jwt  he  gimnmed  (hj  genUemen  deputed  for  the  parpoae).  mi  a  fev  of  the 
beet  boys  meidy,  but  the  whole  sdiool;  ead  aottii  the  deasicB  inerd7,biilmeTei7- 
ttdngthet  u  good,  and  healthy,  and  naeful  for  boja  (o  karn. 

I  beg,  then,  to  suggest  that  by  these  means  the  trustees  would  best  secure 
the  efficiency  of  the  school,— and  the  pec^e  of  Wolverhampton  would  in  this 
way  best  secure  that  the  school  should  be  iisefnl  to  themselves— by  cordially 
working  with  the  master  in  what  he  pro]>oses,  for  the  imprnvement  of  the  school, 
feeling  sure  that  as  an  honourable  man  he  will  repay  with  fkithfalness  to  their 
cause  the  trust  thus  reposed  in  him. 

I  have  the  honour  to  b^  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  SANDIOBB,  H.  IC  Inspeotor  of  fiolioole. 

Btaibrd,  A^5,180O. 


To  the  Editor  of  ihe  Ifolrerhampton  Chronicle. 

Sir, — 1  have  read  from  time  to  time  the  remarks  made  in  your  paper  hy 
different  parties  for  and  against  the  Graiuuiar  Sclionl  with  much  interest  and 
attention;  but  no  one  appears  to  me  to  have  stated  iui;y  iuJ  Uatlifully  what  are 
the  defects,  the  remedy  for  those  defects,  and  who  are  iudireetly  the  authors  of 
tbeia.  I  faaie  been  a  lendiut  in  flie  town  ftv  many  years,  and  hate  svafled 
myself  of  its  advantages  for  my  family  nnder  the  late  and  pnaent  head  maaten^ 
and  wfl],  if  yon  will  allow  me  a  amall  portion  of  yonr  faloable  qpaOB^  giro  yon 
tin  leralts  of  my  own  oheerralionB  and  infonnation  dari?ed  at  Tariooa  tunee  from 
authentic  80iirc(». 

First,  as  to  the  authors.  When  the  present  head  master  was  chosen  in  1855^ 
tlu'  trustees  should  at  once  have  defined  generally  to  him  his  duties,  and  the 
nature  f)f  them.  Some  of  them  had  been  educated  in  the  school,  and  knew  by 
personal  experience  not  only  the  defects  in  the  old  sy^ein,  but  also  what  were 
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the  riews  entertained  on  the  subject  by  the  majority  of  their  fellow  townsmen. 
Instead  of  which  they  allow  four  or  five  years  to  elapee,  the  nuiuber  of  boys 
daring  that  period  nut  averaging  more  than  sixty,  with  a  fiill  stafl*  of  masters, 
bonie  of  those  nuuitcrs,  although  irrespou&iblc,  suffering  profcsjiioually  md 
pccumarily,  however  zealously  they  may  have  performed  their  duties  iadivi* 
dnaUy ;  whilst  boiob  of  money  have  been  graated  and  expended  in  changing  the 
cntmnoe  into  Ben^atreett  dinding  and  entirely  spoiling  the  old  aehool,  and  for 
other  pnipoaea  eqaally  abanni  Some  of  the  maatera  have  been  allowed  to  work 
on  from  year  to  year,  inadequately  paid  even  for  ordinary  duties.  Entirely 
tinoared  for  and  unrecognised,  what  have  they  had  to  encourage  them  in  tlieir 
usually  thankless  office,  unless  iuducnccd  by  a  strict  principle  of  integrity  P  Who 
are  to  blame  for  tiiis  state  of  things?  AVhy  most  a.ssuredly  the  trustees. 
,  .  Secoiully,  as  to  the  defects.  These  in  the  teachin;.',  and  in  the  subjects  taught 
are,  I  am  Luiivuiced,  more  imagiuary  than  real.  From  inquiries  made,  I  l)elievo 
the  schoul  is  m  a  moru  ellicieut  state  now  than  for  many  years  past,  more 
partioiUarly  inw]iatmaybetetBedthe]om8diool,of  w^  J  ami  «peak  omif 
fldently,  and  I  beliere  tiie  same  may  be  said  generally  of  the  npper  aohool,  and  no 
doubt  either  woold  bear  the  atricteat  huTeatigation,  more  eapeoiaUy  ao  if  there 
were  an  extension  (which  is  all  that  is  necessary)  of  theoe  bnmobea  beat  adiqpted 
to  meet  the  legitimate  wishes  of  those  for  whom  the  raQnil|oent  endowmmit  was 
intended  by  the  donor.  As  to  the  state  of  the  premises,  a  personal  inspectimi  of 
the  whole  could  alone  convey  an  accurate  idea  of  their  disspraceful  condition. 
Who'  can  defend  the  policy  pursued  in  the  management  of  the  charity  for  the  last 
five  or  ten  years  ?   Can  the  tnistees  ? 

Thirdiy,  ;is  to  the  reuicdy,  which,  if  speedily  adopted,  is  extremely  simple, 
in  the  Jhat  place,  let  the  maatera  be  treated  at  least  with  the  same  oonsideratieii 
as  an  ordinary  meefaanie^  ahilling  for  a  BhiUing'a  worth;  aeooiid*  let  the  bead 
master,  or  one  of  the  masters  at  any  rate,  be  nsidentat  theaobool;  let  efeqr> 
tiling  be  done  to  promote  cleanliness  and  comfort,  and  give  a  cheerful  aspect  to 
the  premises  as  a  whole,  of  which  they  are  abundantly  capable  inside  and  out. 
The  reverse  is,  I  believe,  at  present  the  case.  Let  the  second  master's  house 
(now  the  Working  Men's  College)  be  exclusively  devoted  to  school  purposes,  as 
a  residence  for  a  porter  or  curator,  who  shall  at  all  1  imes  be  responsible  for  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  establishment,  a  room  for  the  non-rcsidciit  masters, 
additional  class  rooms  (for  which  they  aie  admirably  adapted  by  the  recent 
attentionX  the  back  premises  as  a  hvatoiy,  wateEdosets,  &c.,  for  the  use  of 
masteii  as  well  as  bqya^  Sot  whom  there  has  never  been  any  speoial  pmvisiott 
mad^  I  understand. 

In  conclusim,  let  the  trustees  begin  to  show  their  interest  in  the  well-l)eing 
of  the  schools  by  occasional  personal  friendly  inqpeotlon,  and  inquiries  both  of 
masters  and  parents,  giving  a  word  of  enoooragemeut  to  the  masters,  as  they 
have  begun  to  do  in  other  public  bodies,  and  wisely  so  too ;  and  then  to  whom  will 
the  public  owe  their  best  thanks  ?   Why,  most  decidedly  to  the  trustees. 

Excuse  me  troubling  you,  and  believe  me,  sir,  yours  very  truly, 

Apra  3, 1800.  STRICT  JUSTICE  TO  ALL. 
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P.S.— The  i(ka  of  mitiiig  until  sew  aoiioola  are  erected  for  ourrying  oat 
reforms,  &c.,  is  preiX)sterous.  The  School  of  Art  is  a  practical  illustration  of  how 
far  the  iieople  of  Wolverhampton  arc  influenced  by  fine  buildings,  althonsh  in 
many  respects  (Ir-sirfiblc.  Commercial  in  cvpryfJiiTi??,  they  go  onlj  where  they  caa 
get  the  article  Uiey  want*  and  ue  generally  willing  to  pay  for  it. 


8ii^"-llm  are  Qorod  ffwimninffiatiiwiii  M  jooi  paper  of  the  Uth  iosiui  of 
importaaoe  to  the  panriuonen;  I  wili  take  tiw  liberty  of  conuneiitiiig  vpon  them 
acpaiatelf. 

Tfin^A.  letter  from  Mr.  Sandfard,  one  of  her  Majesty's  Inapeoton  of 

Schools.  This  gentleman  differs  with  the  present  Master  of  the  Rolls  as  to  the 
intermixture  of  town  bojrs  and  stranger  boarders.  His  Honour,  in  the  Bristol 
Grammar  School  judgment,  delivered  no  longer  ago  than  the  21st  of  March,  gires 
bis  opiuiou  thus: — "Another  argument  frctpicutly  relied  upon  in  favour  of  the 
ndmissioji  of  boarders  into  free  grammar  schools  was  derived  from  the  advautagres 
auiicipatcd  to  arise  from  the  intermixture  of  different  classes  of  society  in  the 
same  school.  This  anticipated  advantage,  however,  did  not  agree  icUk  tie  resuU 
^  experience,  and  hiB  opimoii  waa  that  ao  br  fipom  imioii  being  promoted  hj  the 
adniiztiire  of  boazdeiB  and  free  eebolan,  it  waa  impeded  and  eheciDed.  It  was 
foond  that  the  two  elaaaea  of  aeholan,  m,  thooe  educated  at  the  eoet  of  the 
ehatity,  or  nearly  so,  and  those  whose  paroits  paid  largely  for  their  instruction, 
do  not  coalesce  or  suz  harmoniously  together."  His  Honour  then  shows  that 
the  boarders,  from  superior  trainings,  usually  take  the  prizes ;  that  the  ultimate 
admixture  of  adults  wjis  proiT.ntni  by  the  exclusion  of  hoarder5,  and  why? 
because  if  the  middle  nnd  ■'voricing  classes  alone  were  educated  in  free  g-muimar 
schools  of  sufficient  cnduwiiicut,  the  education  thereiu  attained  would  enable 
tUcm  to  rise  to  the  highest  ollices,  and  that  wheu  by  their  ability  and  pcr- 
ae?eranoe  any  of  fliem  roaein  life  they  would  he  wdl  received  by  men  of  greater 
weeUh;  and  finally,  that  if  theae  aohoob  were  not  lu^t  for  their  sole  benefit, 
none  of  those  daaaea  codd  poBaiUy  gain  the  eleraftiona  open  to  opoknt  and  well 
educated  men. 

We  have  also  the  recorded  opinion  of  the  present  Atton^<^encral,  Sir 
Richard  Bethell,  when  he  advocated— and  that  successfully — the  non-admiuion  of 
boarders  into  the  Manchester  School.*  He  said  iis  follows  :— "  Let  me  suppose 
an  institution  of  this  kind.  Whereas  in  the  county  of  Lancester  the  breed  of 
horses  lias  l)cen  very  l)ad,  and  it  is  clc^irly  for  the  benetit  of  tlie  county  that  the 
breed  (solely  of  colts  born,  lu  the  county)  should  be  improved;  that  plates, 
premiums,  and  prizea  should  be  given  for  laoing;  that  persons  should  be  appointed 
aa  trainera,  and  stabling  built  for  the  noera  ont  of  tiie  frmd  raised  or  given  by 
diaritable  persons;  that  when  ao  arranged,  anppoae the  head  trainaa  ahonld  hwro 
the  andacity  to  adTertise  to  the  whole  United  Kingdom  that  they  wonld  admit 
*  Hm  tfmeheitor  Vn»  Onainar  8«hoo]  GtM.  Pabllih«d  by  0«ve  and  Let«r,liiaolMil«r. 


lb  (ie  SdUor    ih  WidmkamptoM  droMtde, 
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horses  from  all  parta»  and  that  if  thsir  owners  would  pay  them  liberally  for  their 
training  and  corn,  they  would  take  care  so  to.train  Ihern  that  they  should  carry  off 
all  the  prizes,  ^c,  kc.  Supposing  then  that  suoli  a  case  (Sir  Richard,  then  Mr. 
Betlu  ll,  said)  were  to  be  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Jockey  Club,  what 
would  tlu  y  think  of  such  an  evasion  ?  Why  not  only  that  the  strange  horses 
should  be  turned  out,  but  thiit  the  trainers  should  be  achuouiahcd  to  du  the  real 
worit  tad diity  for  vfaieh thqrireve engaged  and  paid,  under  i»mof  dbniMal!" 

Bat  the  points  diidlj  to  be  borne  in  mind  by  the  poruhioiierBaite,  that  whether 
the  tnistees  rebuild  or  xe4idq[>t  the  present  school,  or.whether  they  build  one  else- 
where^ fhsf  noet  take  eare  tonzse  on  the  tnieteea  to  vcohilnt  the  entranoe  of 
any  non-parishioners'  sons  and  the  taking  of  any  boarders^  and  also  to  abolish  the 
ciffltation  fees,  becanse  there  is  enongh,  and  more  than  enough  rerenoe,  to  paif  a 
numerous  staff  of  masters,  without  cither  of  tlicsc  helps. 

\«'xt  as  to  your  correspondent  signing  hiniseU'  "  Strict  Justice  to  AIL"  It 

would  have  been  well  had  he  tlioujrht  when  writing  his  letter  that  strict  civility  is 

a  part  of  strict  justice  to  all ;  but  it  is  generally  found  that  an  anonymous  writer 

adopts  the  caustic  style : — 

B«  dolk  Maudf  latMNliihMad, 
To  tell  tho  world  ha  is  not  pron<! ; 
Or  else  be  feon  the  light  of  day 
Should  difv*  hi*  amiljr  void*  amv. 
II.'  babhlff?  of  fhfl  love  of  troth, 
The  Crimea  of  age — the  sius  of  yoQtb 
Pleiaed  if  Iw  woanda  anotliwV  hm», 
"Anonymona"  hishitalUlltllM. 

Or  it  may  be  that  he  exdaimed  "  What's  in  a  name  ?  "  and  therefore  boldly  says 
that  to  /lim  no  one  appears  to  have  stated  ffffy  anri  trhfhfulh)  the  defects, 
remedies,  &e.,  &c.,  of  the  matter  in  question.  But  this  was  not  .sulTicient,  the 
trustees  (whom  this  Hercules  of  justice  calls  authors)  are  altogether  to  blame. 
Now  on  a  subject  of  thi:*  importance  the  system  should  be  abused  and  not  the 
trujitees.  The  trustees  are  appointed  by  the  Court  of  Chancery,  they  are  mere 
agenta  to  oarry  Qitt  the  adieme  on  bdhalf  (if  bdialf  it  ean  be  called  in  niany  oaaes) 
of  thepariahionerB,  and  as  they  are  mostly  parishmawn  themaelTci^  th^y  would 
doubtlesa  not  sanction  any  nial-adniiniatration  of  the  eharityi  and  woold  also 
donbtleaa  take  steps  to  remedy  any  of  the  present  evils,  were  the  pariahioneni 
by  pablb  meeting  and  resolutions  to  fortify  them  therein.  Abuse  will  never  do 
any  good;  argument— firm  but  respectful — must  overcome  in  the  end,  not  such 
remarks  as  "Strict  Justice  to  All"  uses,  viz  , — "Entirely  spoiling  the  old  school 
— purposes  equally  absurd— masters  r  ntircly  nncared  for  and  unrecognized, 
&c.,  &c.  "    Who  would  be  an  unpaid  trustee,  if  liable  to  such  anonymous  abuse? 

Lastly,  as  to  the  Charity  Commissioners'  letter  to  Mr.  Sidney,  through  their 
secretary*  Mr.  H.  M.  Vane.  This  is  the  most  important  contribution  to  the 
qnealicni  as  yet  brought  nnder  the  eye  of  the  WolTerhampton  ratepayers.  The 
seeretazy  pointa  oat  very  tmly  that  it  ia  the  Court  of  Chancery  that  mnat  be 
appealed  to  in  order  to  make  the  adiool  what  it  ought  to  be;  that  the  Commia- 
aioneta  are  mer^  miniBtezial :  whidi  althongh  to  be  regratted  aa  to  many  aimple 
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Qi\aes,  yd  in  ibis  one  need  not  be  so,  especially  as  Sir  R.  Bet  bell  is  tbe  agent  of 
all  parishioners  in  these  charity  matters  by  virtue  of  his  being  Attomey-GeueraL 
bhould  the  trustees,  therefore,  move  for  a  ucw  scheme,  it  would  be  well  to  iiave: 
the  case  heard  before  the  MiHtor  of  tlie  Eolls ;  then,  with  such  aa  adTooate  as 
tbo  Attcuoejr-Geiien],  thegr  need  not  fear.  But  to  uunre  ttni^  the  pariehionm 
•honld  meet  and  eaaction  reeoliitioiis  to  be  fionrarded  to  the  Attomqr-Geneffal, 
f9fmUUi0iktiihaeambelaUdmimm<>mri<f$hM  La 
these  resolutions  should  be  given  the  names  of  gentlemen  whom  tbe  mhafaiiliits 
would  wish  to  be  elected  when  the  new  trustees  shall  be  appointed* 

There  is  one  thing  I  wish  to  draw  the  attention  of  yotir  townspeople  to,  and 
that  is  the  provisions  of  the  Act  18  and  10  of  Victoria,  c.  121-,  s.  44.  By  this  Act 
the  trustees  of  all  endowed  charities—schools  or  others — are  required  on  or  before 
the  25th  of  March  in  ecnj  year  to  make  up  their  accounts  (from  December  31  to 
December  31  aunuali) ),  and  within  fourteen  du>ii  uiicr  ilarch  2jtb  to  baud  one 
copy  thereof  to  the  oharchwardfins.  who  are  to  preaent  tham  to  the  anoeeeding 
▼catxy  meeting,  and  bare  tbem  inaerted  in  the  Teatcy  minate  book,  and  alao  to 
aend  another  oopj  ^  audi  aoooonts  to  the  Charity  GoauntaaioiieBB'  offioe  in 
London.  Should  the  trustees  fail  to  oomplr  with  these  reaniiements,  thej  are 
liable  to  be  charged  with  oonteaipt  of  Conrt  ;  but  as  trusteeship  iaannnpaid 
office,  the  Commiaaiomera  have  nerer  prosecuted.  Had  there  been  .i  prorision 
in  this  Act  to  order  an  annual  publication  of  the  receipts  and  expenditure  of  chari- 
ties in  each  of  the  loc<d  m  wspapc-rs,  1  fancy  that  the  public  and  the  proprietors 
of  such  would  be  equally  pleaseil  and  prutited. 

I  beg  to  remain,  sir,  yours  most  truly, 

Kidderminster.  AprU  14th.  1860.  GEORGE  GRimXil. 


WoLVEaiiA.Mi'TON  ScuooL  EsTATE. — The  tenants  of  the  Rushock  Estate, 
belonging  to  the  Wolveriiampton  School,  in  1B60,  wereaa  foUowa Joseph  Lett. 
Neir  Varm, fioshock ;  WSQiam  Lett,  Rnshoek  Court  faim;  JoaephllValikiBa, 
Lejrlanda  (171  and  13  aorea);  Samoel  Bajnton,  Haynam*alsm;  John  Veal, 
Baoh  Elm  Farm  ;  Edwin  NieUeaa,  Ontwood;  John  Tqrbnr  (Uaekemtth),  and 
John  iBvana,  Little  London. 

PELSALL  CHARITIES. 
Henry  Dickenson  (IGGO),  20s.  to  minister  (tf  Pelsall,  for  preaching  a  sermon  on 
Ail  biiiuts'-day ;  and  20s.  to  the  poor ;  out  of  the  Birchen  Close. 

Dorothy  Bridgeman  (1G96),  £S0O  to  buy  land,  one-fifUi  of  the  ranta  for  the 
adioalhi8ofpoorchi]dienmPeladl,andoBe-teiUiitotbemi^^  Pbrakogth 
of  time  the  xent  of  this  land  was  bat  £3,  althoof^  neaily^e  aerea :  the  chapel 
clerk  was  tenant,  and  bad  it  at  thia  low  rent*  beeanae  be  vasnot  paidanythnicaa 
clerk.  The  value  was  £10  Is.  2d.  on  survey.  Thus,  to  save  thooDselves,  the  vestry 
paid  him  out  of  the  charity !  One-third  of  the  £10  is  now  paid  to  the 
and  the  remainder  to  Mr.  John  Wild,  who  teaches  six  free  boya  for  it. 
^  T 411^108.  for  the  poor  ou  New  Year's^ay— lost. 
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Biclmrd  TTarrison,  twenty  groats  to  the  poor,  on  New  Ycar's-day,  out  of  the 
Okl  Croft,  Kobert  Parker,  IQth  James  1.,  37s.  to  the  poor. 


WEDNESHELD  CHARiXI£& 
Gatbrniie  Jackson  10b.  per  aimom,  Thomas  Necheld  10s.  ditto.  Thomas  Lane 
6a.  ditto,  Jolm  trfm  (1778)  21a.  dittos  John  Mewton  (1758)  10b.  ditto,-ett  these 

for  poor  men  and  women. 

Martlia  Gough  (1708),  interest  of  £250  to  the  curate  of  ^Vedncs^leld. 
Charles  Gough  (1707),  dividends  of  £113  IQs.  5d.,  Old  South  bea  Annuities, 
for  the  same  purpose.  The  joint  income  is  £17  lOs.  per  annum. 


WILLEMIALL  CHAIUTLES. 

William  Prestwood  (1642),  208.  rent-charge  on  Caone  Byrch,  for  the  poor. 

Jame^  Pedlcy  (172i»),  30s.  yeiirly  out  of  little  Clother^  thus:  Cs.  8d.  fora 
^'ew  Year's  sermon ;  8s.  to  poor  housekeepers  in  lHnad,oiiNe«r  leai'a-day;  13s. 
for  bread  on  thalat  of  July,  to  be  oarried  from  door  to  door;  and  fls.  4d.  to  the 
ohapdwardena  for  tbeb  tioaUe  In  distribntmg  these  gifts. 

John  Tomkys  and  Qeo.  Wdch  (1781),  90a.  jearlj  for  the  poor,  on  St.  Thomas** 
day,  at  the  ohapel  Testry. 

John  Bate  (1701),  68.  yearly  to  the  poor. 


ENYILLE, 

BxTms  Gntu*  8cHooiib-*A)tboii«h  there  ia  a  snflioieut  ftind  to  provide  for 
and  to  educate  the  19  giilaintUaachool,  there  sre  bat  Ito  then  now,  and  the 
ground  attached  is  in  the  occupation  of  the  Earl  of  Stamford.  The  trustees 
abonld  see  to  the  fulfdment  of  Lady  Dorothy's  benefaction,  as  it  is  more  valuable 
now  than  when  bequeathed.  The  school  is  conducted  by  Mrs.  MaiioD,  and  the 
rents  of  the  lands  now  amount  altogether  to  £100. 

Additional  Craritiks. 

Edward  (iravcnor  (1054),  left  £10,  the  yearly  interest  to  be  given  away  to  40 
poor  persons,  at  M.  each. 

John  £lcock  left  £6,  the  interest  to  be  given  in  bread  to  the  poor  on  Whit- 
sunday. 

Peter  LafiugiMi,  a  Tranoh  Froteatant,  and  tutor  at  EnviUeHall  (1711),  left 
£10^  the  interest  to  be  given  away  yeaily  for  ever,  in  hooka  osUed  "The  Whole 

Duty  of  Man,"  to  poor  communicants. 

Abagul  Watts  (1720),  left  £10.  the  interest  to  be  given  yearly  to  poor  widows. 
The  Earl  of  Stamford  (1S07),  left  £618  Ids.,  the  yeaiiy  interest  to  be  given 

away  to  poor  people  in  elothing. 

The  lie?.  Auctutcl  Grey  (1S24),  left  i.200  (subscribed  to  the  Bridgeaorth- 
road),  the  interest  to  be  given  to  the  poor. 
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BOBBINGTON. 

A  good  deal  of  disMtiafactumezitto  m  this  pariah  u  ThekCe 
ittaster  (Hi.  Cos),  who  mm  haaaoomnkeraialschooIuithApkoe^irasdisniiaoed 

under  a  complication  of  ill-feeling;  and  it  ia  alleged  that  tlic  boja  of  the  free 
aohool  write  bat  very  little,  and  (hat  some  arc  locked  up  loug  after  school  hours 
'  as  a  punishment.  It  is  also  alleged  tliiit  poorer  boys  are  deprived  of  the  charity, 
by  the  adnii<^^i!ni  of  boys,  the  sons  of  well-to-do  parents ;  mi  I  that  the  school  is 
too  much  iiit  riVn  d  witli  by  a  lady,  the  wife  of  one  of  the  trustees.  The  truth  of 
these  allegaiiuu.s  will  be  tested  shortly,  as  a  petition  will  be  sent  by  some  o£  the 
piirisliiouerii  to  the  Board  of  Chaiity  Commi^siouers  for  an  enquiry. 


BILSTOK  CHAfilTIES. 


To  the  EdUm  qf  the  WoherhM^im  Chnmiele. 

8ir»— I  have  read  the  letters  that  hA?e  reoentlr  appeared  in  your  paper  on  the 
abOTO  subject,  and  without  making  any  comment  upon  them  I  beg  to  infona 
you  that,  at  a  vestry  meeting:  held  on  Monday,  April  25tb,  1S59,  a  resolution  was 
moved  by  Mr.  Gettiiigs,  seconded  by  ^fr.  Wilkes,  and  curried  unanimously, 
appointing  a  committee  of  twelve  gentlemen  to  investigate  the  state  of  the  public 
charities  and  doles  of  the  towuiship  of  Bilatou.  That  committee  was  called 
together  by  the  Vestry  Clerk  to  hold  its  first  meeting  on  Tuesday.  May  10th, 
1S59.  In  aoooidaiioowfth  the  notice^  niiiB  of  the  gentlemen  aftlieiidfid,atid  11^ 
a  minute  of  that  meeting  worded  as  foQows:— "Proposed  by  Kr.  G^tings^  and 
aeoonded  hf  Mr.  Iiewia,  that  the  Ctasnkf  ComoiiBsioiiers  be infonned  that  eeoin> 
mittee  has  been  formed  to  inTestigate  the  charities  and  doles  of  the  township  of 
Bilston,  and  any  infomiation  they  can  give  they  will  ghidly  furnish ;  and  that  the 
Rer.  C.  LeCb  aod  lii.  J.  W.  Hall,  be  requested  to  compare  all  the  books  and 
documents  tliey  have  or  can  procure  that  will  throw  any  light  on  the  charities 
and  doles  bcloncriuj?  to  Bilston,  and  report  to  us  at  their  earliest  convenience." 
And  I  have  been  infonned  i)y  one  of  those  gentlemen  that  they  have,  in  accord- 
ance Avith  that  resolution,  devoted  a  deal  of  time  to  lookmg  over  the  parish  books, 
and  nL:uviug  other  investigations,  but  they  are  not  at  present  prepared  to  hand  in 
a  report  to  the  committee.  Yoormaerfcimi  of  the  above,  in  Older  that  the  yoblie 
may  see  that  the  "Bilataai  Cbaritiea"  an  not  entirely  foiKOtten,  and  that  then 
an  otim  genflemen  in  the  town  egpially  interested  in  them  as  those  who  hate 
bfonght  themsdyee  so  prominently  before  the  public^  wiU  oblige^  Sir» 

YoQi'a  respectfully, 

mCHABD  £DIIU>Q£. 

Bilatoo.  March  19kli,im 
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To  ike  Editor  4^  the  Wolpeikampion  ChrcmcU. 

Sir, — I  am  you  possess  so  honourable  and  so  frank  a  spirit  as  to  admit 
corrcsiKjndcnce  on  the  subject  of  the  Bilston  charities.  I  am  proud  of  the  dis- 
interested and  manly  t'xpose  issued  a  fortnight  since  h\  Mr.  Grillilh  ,  of  flie 
indefati!?nbi1ity  of  ^fr.  (IcUin^,  so  ripparcut  on  the  i'acc  of  his  letttT  ])ublisl!e(l 
last  week ;  and  of  the  weii-iiined  autl  c  o-eut  style  of  that  u]j>o  published  through 
your  kindness,  for  Mr.  II.  V.  Mayer.  The  trio  and  ^onrself  have  stood  forward 
wAAj  in  defence  of  the  poor.  Ye  deserre  roBpeet  from  the  affloent,  and  Jiearty 
graiitnele  from  the  opprewed  ukBgeat. 

I  have,  more  than  once,  irith  fedisgs  aiming  at  phiUmthiopy,  visited  the  dismal 
archive  of  St.  Leonardos  Churchy  Bilston,  reverently  to  ponder,  and  have  been 
lost  in  the  sad  contemplation  of  such  benevolent  boqnests  being  so  shanK^ulfy 
neglfcled,  I  believe  the  persons  appointed  to  the  right  management  of  the  doles 
owf  a  fcrirful  (It  ht  of  (iciu  iv.ition  to  the  poor,  for  male-appropriation  or  something, 
ami  Miil  be  judirril  for  it  ut  thf  In.-^t  day!  T(  i*;  in  the  woridlin:?  to  de-spise, 
disieprrird,  trample,  and  ^wwh  llie  n.i>or  ;  it  is  a  true  tuaik  of  Chiiiiliauity,  in  its 
iiiu.«>t  niudilied  sense,  to  render  cuinuion  justice  to  the  aged,  the  indigent,  tlie 
fatherless,  and  the  widow.  Ilow  humiliating,  sir,  to  be  suspected  qf  /icyu  cl  vj' 
du^  to  the  whole  deserving  poor  of  a  parisht  I  think  it  the  barest  daiy  of  any 
in  trust  of  pnblie  money  aonnally  to  publish  a  true  statement  of  disbursements^ 
and  to  confer  with  the  paiiahionen  in  pubtio  meeting  upon  the  most  equitable 
mode  of  distributing  incomes,  and  rcgainmg  those  in  abeyance.  If  such  op(  u 
proceedings  were  taken  they  would  tend  to  create  confidence,  respect,  goodwill, 
Hnd  popularity.  Surely,  sir,  ?omr  person  or  persons  should  he  made  accouiif  nhle 
for  tlie  due  payment  of  the  c  lnrilics.  The  principal,  interest,  and  all,  euimot  be 
lost  to  the  poor  creatures  who  are  half  famished  in  appearance,  find,  from  party 
causes,  begging  aims  fruitlessly.  Is  it  not  the  duty  of  every  soul,  be  he 
Dissenter,  Choroluuan,  InQdd,  or  Jew,  if  he  possess  one  gem  of  grace  or  spaik 
of  pity,4o  anmse  himself  to  a  state  of  right  feeling  upon  this  matter,  and  exert 
his  most  strenuous  efforts  to  "do  jnsHoe,  love  mercy,"  Ae.P  To  resolve  in 
future  he  will  waieh  the  legnlar  adndustntkm  of  the  doles  at  the  appointed 
pi  H  cs  and  seasons,  and  thus  act  up  to  his  boundemduty  of  helping  those  who^ 
from  want  of  position,  cf  means,  or  of  education,  cannot  help  themselves.  TIte 
hairs  of  the  ]inor  man's,  as  well  as  of  the  rich  rnan*s  head,  arc  niitnliered  by 
Di'W.y.  The  poor  man's  oppressor  is  wocfrdly  denonnccd.  Sir,  I  would  be.secch 
my  lit  ar  frit  U(h  of  Bilston  to  reuieuibcr  the  ease  of  one  who  fared  sumptuously, 
perhaps  thoughtless,  like  themselves,  of  doing  wrong  to  the  yoor.  He  perished. 
I  entreat  them  not  to  go  on  from  week  to  week,  to  the  day  of  eternity,  in  ease 
and  plen^,  regardless  of  all  who  are  in  needless  real  distress;  bat  rather  let 
them  see  that  the  ben^eent  incomes  of  the  parish  be  faithfully  administered  to 
the  utmost  extent  of  truth,  abiU^,  and  aeal.  There  are  mnltitudes  of  unper  and 
middle  class  ladies  and  gentlemen  in  Bilston  (whom  I  almost  uuivcrsally  esteem 
and  respect)  who,  did  th«gr  give  this  public  business  a  careful  and  c^did  con- 
sideration, would  feel  it  thidr  imperative  duty  to  act  promptly  and  immediately. 

4c 
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so  thai  old  Bibton  nngiit  purge  out  the  6etted  marks  of  ibis  reproach.  The  sam 
of  money  which  should  justly  be  given  awajf  in  this  parish  and  towBsUp  would 
nmonnt  at  least  to  £1  per  week,  and  this  is  pro^-idcd  by  rent  clianrcs  and  funds 
invesltd  i'or  uuuual  us*;  to  perpetuity.  Those  doles,  Mr.  Editor,  iiave  been  piven, 
some  for  the  partial  supjjori  of  poor  family  rclulives,  sijiiie  for  the  scliooliiij, 
clothing,  and  salaries  in  apprenticing  youth  of  both  sexes  to  trades,  some  fur  the 
daily  wants  of  poor  widows,  and  toau  Uss  the  benefit  of  poor  decayed  tradcsuen; 
not  given  for  a  year,  two  years,  or  for  any  definite  period,  bat  to  oontinne  to  be 
dbtribnted  annnallsr  thrmigkmtt  all  lime.  Where  has  this  amoont  been  upended 
dnring  the  last  fonrteen  yean?  The  charitiea  have  been  snspended,  Ven  ike 
Wake  ckarilir.t.  We  find  none  are  given  away.  There  must  be  a  large  amount 
somewhere  behind  of  ito/t-paid  up  capital  and  interest.  If  we  Bilston  people  love 
our  common  humrinity,  if  we  value  justice,  if  we  would  properly  answer  to  our 
accountability  at  tin  last  reckoning  day,  the  parishioners  (who  are  all  interested 
in,  and  accountable  fur,  secuig  justice  done)  should  earnestly  aii'l  at  once  i,ei  (o 
work  by  dispassionate  legitimate  means,  to  elicit  truth,  to  fathom  mystification, 
and  thus  place  the  helpless  poor  in  an  equitable  position ;  remembering,  at  the 
same  time,  that  the  whole  bnaineas.  should  be  eoodiicted  manfuDy,  without 
prcjadiee,  fawning,  affection,  or  the  least  par^  feeling.  Tonn  obediently, 
1,  Dadley-St.,  Bilston,  March  18, 1860.  R.  0.  BARTLETT. 


STAFFOBDSHIR£  CHAEITI£S. 


To  ike  EdUor  of  the  WolterkamptoH  Chronicle. 

Sir,~>Badh  cases  as  those  of  the  Bilston  Charities,  sank  in  the  limbo  of 

neglect,  arc  very  numerous,  much  more  so  indeed  than  people  ima^ne,  yet  they 
are  as  dust  in  the  balance  when  compared  with  those  of  another  class,  namely, 
where  the  on>inftl  value  is  only  accounted  for  instead  of  the  increased  rents  of 
the  picsent  mnment. 

One  of  tlie  most  incredible  and  startiuig  lu  this  category  is  the  following  :— 
Henry  Smith,  Esq.,  fotmorly  of  Silver^straet,  London,  deiUoated  his  real  and 
personal  estate  to  charitable  nses. 

By  a  deecee  of  the  Court  of  Chsnoery,  dated  the  90th  of  Jane,  1686^  it  was 
ordered  that  the  trostees  to  whom  the  estate  was  conveyed  should,  after  his  death, 
dispose  of  the  rtnts  and  profits  of  the  real  estates  to  certain  charitable  uses 
specified  by  him*  in  an  indenture  dated  12th  June,  1625.  And  by  an  indenture 
dated  20th  January,  1626-7,  he  declared  that  his  trustees  should  employ  the  rents 
of  his  Mamr,<>,  landx^  and  f'>/t/'),ipnfs^  and  his  moneys,  debts,  and  other  personal 
estate  for  the  purehasin:;  of  manors,  lands,  ftc.,  to  be  employed  to  the  mcAning 
of  the  said  decree  and  indeiilun  ;  iuid  he  dii'ected  that  the  rents  of  the  said  lands, 
as  had  been  or  should  be  appointed  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  of  any  parish, 
shoold  be  received  by  the  ehorchwaidens  and  overaeers  of  the  poor  of  eadi  of 
soch  parishes  respectively ;  and  that  the  leases  of  the  Isnds  shoold  be  contiaoled 
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for  by  the  church w.irdcus  aud  ovorsccrs  of  such  purisli,  to  the  intent  that  the 
best  yearly  value  might  be  made  thereof.  ,\i"ter' Lis  death  his  trustees  bought 
several  real  estates  for  the  charitable  purpo&es  expressed  in  these  instruments. 
Among  these  was  the  manor  of  FroddeswcU,  in  Staffordshire,  ichich  was  appro- 
priaied  to  oettain  ciharitaUfi  payinentB  to  Iddifidd,  TomwcxrUi,  Newoastle^ooder- 
Lyme,  aiid  Stafford.  This  appens  firom  a  deed  dated  the  80th  of  Deoembo;  164L 
(enraUed  ia  CbmotKr  the  let  of  lAprO,  18th  Charles  L«)  and  execoted  by  the 
snrviving  feoffees  of  his  estate  by  kirn  ghem  for  charitable  uses,  in  which  it  is 
recited  that  they  had  purcliased  divers  manors,  lands^  fto.,  to  be  employed  to  the 
charit;i1)!c  uses  named.  Amonf^st  these  were  the  manors  of  I.*oni:^toek,  llarvin^- 
ton  m  the  county  of  Southampton,  rent  £159 ;  part  of  the  manor  of  Toishunt 
Darcy,  in  Essex,  reut  £110 ;  part  of  the  manor  of  Stongrhtou,  in  Leicestershire, 
lent  1220 ;  the  manor  and  rectory  of  Longney,  Gloucestershire,  rents  £270 13s.  4d. ; 
'*and  qf  and  im  tUl  iig  manor  <r  lordship  qf  Froddone^,  «mM  ike  rights,  members, 
and  i^puriommen  tkmaf,  in  tho  eomiijf  fif  Stafford,  and  ^  att  and  u»  all  landi, 

and  kergditamonit  io  ike  said  mtaur  or  lordekip, 
BX  ANT  KBJLNe  Mm^ng  or  appartainmg,  iken  or  late  in  ike  ienure  or  oeea^um 
qf  Robert  Earl  qf  Sues,  OT  his  assiffji  ? Also  of  lands  at  Hartkpool,  Durham ; 
lands  at  Deptford,  Kent,  rent  £^10;  lands  at  Shaldon,  Southampton,  rents  £21; 
and  a  messuage  in  t lie  city  of  Winton,  rent  £4;  "iuto  all  tchtch  martor*,  m^'m^mffe^, 
^•c.,  (hf  mid  feoffees,  or  soiw'  tf  them,  did  claim  to  hare  an  interest  in  trust  io  the 
charifdblf  us'-s  afuri'said''  The  deed  then  appoints  a  great  number  of  annual 
payments  to  be  uiudc  from  the  several  estates,  and  in  every  imtauce  in  which  the 
annual  value  (tf  the  estate  had  been  stated  in  the  TarioQa  payments  diiected  to  be 
made  from  that  etiaie  are  togeihor  equivaieni  to  the  whole  ahjtuaj*  valux  so 

In  the  original  deed  of  1G2G-7,  the  testator  eontemplatcd  that  the  tcholc  of  the 
revenues  should  be  dedicated  to  the  charitable  uses  specified,  and  the  trustees,  in 
the  declaration  of  uses  in  1611,  apportionrd  tJw  uholr  of  the  cxistini?  rents  of  the 
lands  for  those  uses.  In  accordance  with  tliis  the  whole  produce  of  all  the  est  ates, 
except  the  manor  of  Froddeswell,  have  been  comtantly  appropriakd  to  those 
chuiitublo  uses,  the  improved  rents  being  applied  in  a  proporUouablc  increase  of 
the  payments  to  the  parishes  interested. 

The  manor  of  FroddeswcU  (now  Eradswell)  alone  passed  from  the  Earl 
of  Essex  and  his  deaoendants,  and  now  forma  part  of  Earl  Fetarers'  estates^  to 
whom  it  came  by  manriage  of  his  ancestor  Sir  Robert  Shirley ;  but  the  simple 
shares  of  the  original  rents,  namely,  £14  to  Stafford,  £12  to  Newcastle,  are  and 
have  been  paid  unto  this  day  out  of  Fradswcll.  The  shares  of  £18  to  Lichfield, 
and  of  £14  to  Tamworth,  arc  not  paid  from  Fradswcll  but  from  Drayton  llisst  t. 
This,  no  doubt,  oripnnaled  thus: — The  other  sister  and  co  heir  of  the  ICail  of 
Essex  married  the  Duke  of  Somerset,  and  with  her  Drayton  lia^sett  (  part  of 
divided,  leaving  two  on  i'radswoll,  the  one  bister's,  and  lixing  two  ou  Dia^luii, 
the  other  sister's  portion,  which  estate  was  nearer  Lichfield  and  Tamworth  than 
Ijord  Essex's  i)iui)crty)  passed  into  that  family;  and  so  the  four  payments  were 
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divided,  leaving  two  on  Fradswcll  (tiie  one  ■ister'eX  and  flxiug  two  on  Dnvton, 

the  other  sister's  portion,  which  estate  was  nearer  Lichfield  and  Tamworth  than 
Fradswell  was.  DraytoTi  afterwards  parsed  by  marriag-r  tn  the  Bith  family,  and 
was  sold  by  one  of  them  to  Sir  Robert  Popl,  subject  to  these  two  payments. 

The  manor  of  Fradswell  haTinjr  !)con  ptirchascd  witli  the  personal  property  of 
Mr.  Snaith,  it  is  declared  in  the  drohiration  of  uses  of  IGll,  "that  the  said 
premises,  ^nd  the  vmrln  issueft  and prufU^  thereof,  slioiihl  be  employed  and  disjiosed 
of  accordiu^  to  the  (rue  ititetU  and  Meaning  of  the  said  deed  and  hist  wiU  of  the 
said  Henry  Smith." 

Tlic  ancestors  of  Earl  Ferrers  have  only  paid  the  St  iflonl  and  Ncwcustic 
uioicties  for  200  years  or  more,  and  the  present  £arl  holds  that  there  la  no  further 
daim  on  the  manor,  which  he  says  was  purchased  by  the  graudfather  of  the  first 
Eacl  of  Essex,  and  of  wfaiditfae  titie  deedsare  in  his  possession.  It  is  tmc^  that  in 
1641  Fradsvel]  iraa  un  the  occapatkm  of  the  Earl  of  Essex*  but  it  is  not  improtMU 
ble  that  after  the  sale  of  the  estate  to  Henxy  Smith's  trasteei^  he  mgj  have 
continued  m  the  management  of  the  property,  bemg  resident  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  place,  entitled  to  its  prodnce^  and  that  the  documents  rcsi)ccting  it,  which 
he  had  before  possessed  as  i^rn^r  remairtffi  in  ^i^  hanrf.i  as  f,'ic>(  >\  rmJ  .iftLT  \\\% 
death  would  be  found  among  the  muniments  of  his  family ;  ami  that  thus  in  liie 
process  of  time,  the  payments  accustomed  to  be  made  came  to  be  coriiiiK  inl  as 
taere  rent  charges  upon  the  property.  It  therefore  appears  to  be  quite  indisput- 
able that  these  four  towns  are  entitled  proportionably  U  tkt  whole  pioduct  of 
the  Fradswell  Estate^  oonfonnaUy  to  what  taikes  place  with  respect  to  ercrj 
other  charity  estate  indnded  in  the  deed  of  164»1 ;  and  the  admission  by  the  Earl  of 
Essex  of  the  fact  stated  in  that  deed,  evidenced  by  his  being  a  party  to  and 
exeenting  it,  would  without  doubt  bind  the  pratent  holder,  ^vllO  ehiirns  descent 
from  him.  And  not  only  so,  but  that  the  arrears,  at  least  for  the  period  this 
manor  has  been  held  by  the  present  Earl,  arc  rerdly  due  to  and  recoverable  for 
the  benctlt  of  the  poor  ol"  tlie  four  appointed  towns.  The  manor  enibraccs  no  lesa 
than  1,100  aeres,  of  wliich  Earl  Ferrers  i.s  the  lord  ;  ;inil  iu  plain  Kn;jrlish  the  whole 
of  the  rents  of  this  manor  beloug  to  the  poor  of  IStaii'ord,  ^^ewcuatie,  Tamworth, 
and  Tjinhfl^M^ 

I  remain.  Sir,  yoan  HutfafaUy, 

GEO.  GRimTB. 


IMPORTANT  JUDGMENT  IN  REFERENCE  TO  FREE 

GRAMMAR  SCHOOLS. 

On  Wednesday,  Moich  21at,  1860^  the  Master  of  the  Roll's 

gave  jndgraent  in  the  Roll's  Court  in  a  ease  of  '"The  Attorney- 
General  V,  tlic  Bristol  Corporation  Grammar  School,"  who  came 
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from  chambers  on  a  scheme  Hu<rgestiiif^  that  the  nmyterb  of  the 
school  might  be  allowed  to  take  boardci>,  and  that  the  entrance 
or  cnpitatioii  fet  s  might  be  increased,  subject  to  local  rights. 
He  said  he  hnd  como  to  tlir  coiiLlusioii  nut  to  sanction  the  in- 
troductiini  of  l>i»ard(  rs  into  the  school.  Ho  did  not  nitan  by 
this  decision  to  lay  <^lo\vn  any  general  rule  as  to  the  non-intro- 
diu  fi.in  of  boarders  into  th«'  graniniai-  scliools.  'ilic  })rincij)a.l 
argument  in  favour  of  giving  perniission  to  the  masters  to 
receive  boarders  was — that  by  augmenting  the  income  of  the 
masters,  a  tendency  arose  to  raise  the  character  and  qoalificatioa 
of  tha  class  of  instructors,  and  that  without  this  asaistanoe  in 
some  places  efficient  masters  could  not  be  obtained.  However, 
he  observed  that  the  head  nuMter  of  the  Bristol  Grammar  School 
iin^v  obtained  £345  per  annum,  beside  a  house  rent  free  and 
kept  in  repair^  and  he  did  not  doubt  that  this  remuneration 
wonld  secnre  a  master  of  very  high  qualifications^  and  that  on 
the  vacancy  of  that  office  the  trustees  would  rather  be  puzzled 
which  of  the  admirable  instructors  who  offered  themselves  as 
candidates  th^  should  selectj  than  feel  any  difficulty  in  obtaining 
a  competent  person  to  accept  the  situation.  He  did  not  there- 
fore, in  the  present  case,  feel  the  necessity  of  admitting  boarders 
in  order  to  enable  an  adequate  supply  of  efficient  masters  to  be 
provided  for  the  snstentation  of  either  the  credit  or  necessitiea 
of  the  school,  or  for  the  instruction  of  the  scholars.  Another 
argument,  frequently  relied  upon  in  fovour  of  the  admission  of 
boarders  into  free  grammar  schools,  was  derived  from  the  ad- 
vantages  anticipated  to  arise  from  the  intermixture  of  different 
classes  of  society  in  tlio  same  j^chool.  This  anticipated  advantage, 
however,  did  not  agree  with  the  result  of  experience,  and  his 
opinion  was,  that  so  fai*  from  union  being  promoted  by  the  ad- 
mixture of  boarders  and  free  scholars,  it  was  impeded  and 
checked.  Tt  wan  found  that  the  two  classes  of  scholars,  viz., 
those  educated  at  the  cost  of  the  charity,  or  nearly  so,  and  those 
whose  parents  paid  largely  for  their  instruction,  do  not  coalesce 
or  mix  harmoniously  together.  Moreover,  the  boarders,  almost 
as  a  matter  of  course,  secured  more  instruction  than  the  free 
scholars,  and  were  more  subject  to  the  discipbne  of  the  master. 
If  the  prizes  and  exhibitions  were  open  to  them,  thoy  carried 
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them  all  away  ;  and  tliis  circumstance  adds  to  tlie  j>rfsti<i>^  if 
the  word  could  be  ho  ahufcd,  with  wliicli  they  were  surrouuded, 
owing  to  the  suppoaed  greater  wealth.     If  the  boarders, 
on  the  other  hand,  were  excluded  from  snch  competition, 
then   an   additional  evil   of  another  sort   was  introduced, 
arising  from  a  class  of  students  being  excluded  from  obtaining 
the  due  reward  of  their  industry.  Ho  believed  that  the  nltimate 
admixture  of  clasees  was  promoted  by  the  practical  exclusion  of 
boarders  from  some  of  the  free  grammar  schools ;  and  one  of  his 
main  reasons  for  this  was,  that  no  dignity  or  honoar  in  Gharoh 
or  State  under  the  Throne  was  excluded  from  any  person,  how- 
ever humble  might  be  his  origin,  provided  his  abilities  and  in- 
dnstiy  enabled  him  to  obtain  them;  and  that  when  he  had 
obtained  them  he  was  accepted  by  the  highest  classes,  into 
whose  circles  he  had  risen,  exactly  as  if  he  had  beeniK>m  into 
the  ranks  into  which  he  was  adopted.   Bat  to  accomplish 
this  result,  the  means  of  a  libendj  classics!,  and  extended  edu- 
cation must  be  open  to  him ;  and  if  there  were  no  free  grammar 
Bchook  open  to  the  lower  classes,  this  would  be  impossible. 
The  existence  of  the  free  grammar  schools,  witibout  boarders, 
provided  tihe  neoeBsm  y  instruction  for  the  lower  dass  of  the 
oommunity.    The  son  of  a  peer  might  avoid,  or  be  excused 
from  assodating  with,  tlie  son  of  a  small  tradesman;  but  when 
the  son  of  the  tradesman  had  become  eminent  in  the  state,  or 
become  distmguishcd  for  his  literary,  classical,  or  scientific 
attainments^  the  peer  might  eagerly  seek  the  acquaintance  and 
fi-iendship  of  the  man  who  when  a  boy  he  would  liave  shunned. 
The  interests  of  society  would  eveuiuully  be  best  consulted  and 
advanced  by  h( Ming  that,  into  the  free  gramuiar  ischools,  which 
were  from  their  j)osition  and  neighbourhood  well  attended  by 
free  scholars,  bonrdGrs  should  not  be  admitted^,  or  should  bo 
admitted  only  to  aucii  a  limited  extent  ns  would  not  interfere 
with  the  general  character  of  the  school ;  and  when  a     huul  had 
attained  a  great  amount  of  scholars  under  either  system, — viz., 
that  of  taking  free  scholars  almost  exclusively, — it  would,  in  his 
opinion,  be  foreign  to  the  duty  or  province  of  that  Court  to 
interi'ero  with  or  alter  that  system. 
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Tho  Seventh  Report  of  the  Charity  CommiBsioiiers  for 
England  and  Wales  for  1859,  dated  28tli  Febnury,  1860, 
oontainB,  inter  aUa,  as  foUows  i-^ 

AppUoations  (1869)  for  the  laterventkm  of  the  Board  1091 

Orders  issued  by  the  Board  in  1859,-1508,  thns: 

Authorising  A  ppli(  ations  to  the  Court  of  Chancery.,.,,,,.,,.,,.  ,   86 

Ditto,         ditto.  County  Courts    146 

Ditto,        ditto,  Courts  of  Common  Law    8 

Certifiod  to  Attomey-Generftl   5 

PnliGsliedasNewSchfiineBiitiderCSoartof  Gbaoi^   71 

Ditto,  ditto,  OoDBty  Courts   153 

County  Court  Orders  Confirmed  ,   134 

Advisinir  pcrsonrdly  responsible  bodies  of  Trustees   91 

Autkorijjing  Sales  of  Charily  Estates   8S 

Ditto,       Exchangea  ,  9 

Ditto,        Leases   IIS 

Ditto,        Improvements   ,   90 

Ditto,        Compromises  ,   10 

Ditto,       Transfer  of  Stock  or  Money  to  Official  Trustees  of  Chahtahb  ) 

68 

  isoe 

£      s.  d. 

Amount  of  Funded  Stoelu  transferred  to  Official  Trustees)    i&onvi  mm 
during  1S59   ]    m,\]^k  10  10 

Stocks  standing  in  the  name  of  the  Official  Trustees  at  the  end  >    cno  ton  ift  a 
of  1859   j  w  "  » 

Betoms  of  Annual  Accounts  of  Charities  during  1850   ,   13,843 

(The  Commissioners  complain  of  this  small  oomber.) 
Charities  Recovered  in  the  veax  1859   334 


STOCKS  deposited  with  the  Bank  of  England  and  Public  Companiefl^  tip  to  31st 
December,  1859,  for  Staffordshire^  and  belongiiig  to  Charitable  Trusts 

£    s.  d. 

Alinington  and  Bloore  in  Turlcy,  with  Hales,  Pumey  Sillitoe'a)    orvi  n  n 
Charity  j  0  0 

Alrewas— Turton's  Cliarify   104  17  S 

Burtou-ou-Trcnt— Elizabeth  WUkios's  Bequest  to  £lleu  Parkers )  a  a 

AlmshoDses   ZJ.  j    «»  «  « 

CaeBt(nowpattoWaxeeBtenhin)--11ie  ChiirdiChtt%   698  6  8 

King's  Bromley— Rev.  J.  Gaimt's  Chaiity    01  5  1 

Kingsley  Parish  Schools   2339  9  5 

Newoastk-imder-Lyme— Thomas  Hattrell's  Charity  ^  2753  18  9 
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li      s.  d. 

Pcnn— roor's  Land  Charity    2090   5  10 

Rollcston— William  Holiest ou's  Charity    1944  1A  11 

Sheen— Free  School   IM  11  Z 

Ellen  Buck's  Charity    m  S  5 

Longton,  or  Lane  End,  John  Bourne's  Charity    lOl-l  13  i 

Tettcnhall— Hand's  Bequest   2a  12  6 

Wrottcslcy's  ditto    IQQ  0  0 

Various   1ZS18  G 

Tipton— Sheldon's  Bread  Charity   13S5   f  .9 

Solomon  Woodall  and  others   ..j..  1420  3  1 

Trcntham— Parish  Charities    221  11  1 

Trysull— John  Turner's  Charity  •   U  3 

Lands  at  Bulwardine    8i  IG  4 

Walsall— Free  Grammar  School   SCO  0  0 

Bentlcy  Hay  Charity    1ZQ13  fi 

John  llawlc'sditto    807   Z  S 

"VVednesbury — Joseph  Hopkins's  Charity   2249   3  4 

Wolstantou-llulmc's  Charily  School    901   1  Z 

Womboum-Sir  S.  HelUcr's  Charity   12Z  U  IQ 

Woore — St.  Leonard's  and  Knighton  (moiety  of)   015   Z  8 

Yoxall— Varioiis  Benefactions   SZ   3  IQ 


THE  END. 


ERRATA. 

Pago  BLm        hne,  for  "  those  prespnt,"  reail,  "  Uioao  prosenU.' 
.,  12!L  ^f*^^  f'**" "  if^W."  J^ttJ  *'  li^w." 

„  "  137 ,'■  Hbouia  bn  pnge  "gl7." 

i>  I?'-'.  la»t  line  but  lire,  for  "  Houmc,"  renil  "  Browne." 

„  2ir..  IdHt  line  bill  four,  for  "  Jenkiuson,"  read  "  Toiukinsoii." 

„  gf>8.  for  "  Deecomlf^d,"  rend  "  De<»ppndnnts." 

>»  "  "  P"T.' 

„  fourth  lino,  for"  it  In,"  rend  "  thov  ore.  " 

,.   SO".  BtirsliTn,  limt  line,  for  "  nopular. "  road  "  popnloas." 

'„   :a'>\>,  Brorelon.for"  six  pay  BcuoWa,"  ro»d  "  is  allowed  twenty  psy  scholars." 


Notice.— The  primary  object  of  this  Work  being  a  Histoby  of  TirE 
Staffordshire  Endowed  Schools,  the  author  has  not  embodied  any  Cha- 
ritable Bequests  iu  it  belonging  to  parishes  whicli  have  no  snch  schools,— 
these  will  form  a  future  volume  by  themselves.  ^ 

May,  ISGO 

» 

1 
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